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cultnie  for  the  year  eqiding  June  30,  1806 

Esdmolea  of  appriwiutiont  for  the  topport  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 

Stalie  and  brknches  aai  uMj  i^ce  ID  New  York  for  the  yeu  and- 

ing  June  30,  1966 

EitinMtca  of  ■ppropriatiou  for  tbe  mppurt  of  the  p>Teniments  in  tbe 

ToTitories  for  the  f  ew  endiog  JnneSO,  1968 

EMinialea  of  approprietioQB  for  the  lupporl  of  the  judiciary  for  the 

year  ending  Jnne  30,  1868 

Eatimatea  of  appropmtioDs  for  the  expeiuea  of  iatercaniw  with  foreign 

DUiona  for  the  year  ending  Jane  :KI,  1868 

EMimalM  of  ^propriations  for  mlicellaDeoui  pOTpoeea  f6r  the  jeai 

coding  June  ao,  1868 

Eaiimale*  of  appropriatioua  for  the  support  of  the  sarvej  of  the  coast 

fnthe  jeai  ending  June  30,  IBS8 

Kdimataa  uf  appropriations  for  [be  anpport  of  the  light-hooM  eetablish- 

meot  for  tbe  year  ending  Jnne  30,  l^eS 

Eatiioataa  of  appropriatious  to  he  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 

Dcpaitment  of  the  Intoior  for  the  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1868 

Esdmalca  of  upropriations  for  the  tnpport  of^pnbUc  baildlogs  and 

gnnmds  for  the  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1968 ... 

Eiiiiuatea  of  appropriaiioni  tor  the  anpport  of  the  Smiduonlan  Institn- 

tioD  fur  the  year  ending  June  3D,  1968 

EttimateB  of  approprialiona  for  tbe  snpport  of  the  jail  in  the  Dilldct  of 

Coloiobia  for  the  jear  ending  June  30,  1868 

EMimUe*  of  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  goremment  hoepilal 

for  tbe  insane  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  186s 

Ettinalee  of  appropriationa  for  the  support  of  the  Metropolitan  Police 

for  tbe  ;eu  ending  Juno  30,  JB68 

btimaiee  of  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Patent  Office  for  the 

jear  ending  Jnne  30,  1968 

latimatea  of  appropria^on*  for  the  anpport  of  the  Columbian  Institu- 
tion for  tbe  Deaf  and  Dumb  for  the  jeta  ending  June  30,  lri6ti 

Eaiimatea  of  appropriations  for  expenses  of  tbe  collection  of  revenues 

from  sales  of  public  lands  fiir  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868... 

Zatiiiiatea  of  appropriations  liir  surrojing  the  public  lands  for  tbe  year 

Ending  June  30,  1868 

Estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  snpport  of  the  engineer's  office, 

Department  of  the  Interior,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1668 

Eatimates  of  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  puuiOQS  for  tbe  year 

ending  June  30,  1868 

Eatimalea  of  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Indian  department 

for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1868 

lisllmaies  of  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  annoitie*  to  Indian 

Iribea  during  tbe  year  ending  June  'SO,  1868 

Eilimalea  of  appropriations  for  the  general  and  incidental  expeiuea  of 

the  Indian  Hervice  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1866 

Eatimalea  of  appioprialions  to  be  expended  under  the  direcUon  of  the 

War  Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1866 

I^oimala  of  appropriatioos  for  the  support  of  the  army  proper  for  the 

year  ending  Jane  30,  I9li8 

Ettimatea  of  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  armories  and  arsenals, 

aud  for  munitions  of  war  for  which  eatimalee  were  made  last  year, 

Ssthe  year  ending  June  30,  1868 


EBtimalM  or  appropriatioiu  for  the  mpport  of  the  HiliUw;  AcRdem; 

for  the  je»r  eliding  Jane  30,  18llti 

Eitimotes  of  appTapriations  for  fortiGcKtiona  and  other  norlu  of  defence 

for  the  year  ending  June  30,  IUSS 

Estimates  of  ^proprjationa  foitbe  anpportaf  the  Bureau  of  Ri^fugees, 

Fieedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 


Estimates  of  appropHationa  to  be  expended  under  Che  direction  of  the 

Nary  DepBTUnent  for  the  Tear  ending  June  3U,  IdCS 

"  ''      '   I  of  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  navy  proper  for  the 


Btimalaa  of  appro; 
year  ending  Juni 

of  appropriaUori 


for  the  support  of  the  marine  corps  for  the 
S 

for  the  support  of  naTj  yards  for  the  fiscal 

appropriations  for  the  sDpport  of  naTal  hoepilals  for  the 

Jane  30,  1866 

tppropriations  for  miscellaneous  pi 
Departraeut  for  the  year  ending  Jane  30,  1868. 


Estimalea  of  appropriati 

■PP    . 
yeai  ending  Jane  30,  1866. 


ilrkances  fhr  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1866.  Report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the 

f^re-arms.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  contracts 
made  since  April,  IB64,  for 

Fire-arms,  small,  manufactured  at  the  Springfield  armory  and  pnr- 
chased  elsewhere.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to 

Fisher,  H.  M.,  and  R.  M.  BouIod.  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  Suies  relative  to  Che  case  of 

Fraser,  Trenholm  &■  Co.  Message  from  the  President  of 'the  United 
States  relative  to  the  case  of . 

Freedmen,  Refufiees,  and  Abandoned  Lands.  Letter  trom  the  Secie- 
tary  of  War  relative  to  funds  received  by  the  Bureau  of 

Freedmen.  Befugeei,  and  Abandoned  Lands.  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent ot  the  United  Slates  transmitting  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  operations  of  the  Bureau  of . .... 


Gold  mines  east  of  the  Roek^  moaut^DS.  Letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  transmitting  the  report  of  Special  Commissioner 
Jamee  W.  Taylor  relative  to 

Government  securities.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
ralotiva  to  purchase  of 

Grant,  U.  S.,  General.  Ueeaage  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  transmilting  annnal  report  of 

Grenfel,  George  Stunt  Leger.  Heesogeof  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  cose  of 

H. 

Harbor  at  Chicago.     Letter  from  Che  Secretary  of  War  transmitting 

the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Bngineera  relative  to  the  -. -. 

Harbor  laiprovements  on  I.ake  Micbiffan.     Letter  from  the  Secrotorj' 

of  War  troDsmittiDg  report  by  the  Chief  of  Kngineers  relative  ta  Ihe.  ■ 
Harbor  and  river  improvements.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War 

troDSDiittiug  a  report  by  tbe  Chief  of  Engineers  relative  to 

Harbor  at  Ontonagon.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  transmitting 

a  report  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  relative  to  the 

Harbor  at  Plattsbnrg.     Letter  from  (he  Secretary  of  War  transmitting 

a  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  relative  to  the 

Uaien.  General,  and  Oeneral  Rnsliug.    Letter  litim  the  Secretary  of 

War  transmitting  reports  of  inspection  made  by .... 

Hell  Gale,  New  York.     Letter  from  Che  Secretary  of  War  transmitting 

a  raportof  the  Chief  of  Engineers  relative  to  a  survey  of. 


oyGoogle 


Hanrt  Rlied  hj  United  Statei  Huthorities  lo  the  St&t*  of  Indiana. 

Leila  from  the  Secretury  of  War  relative  to  claim*  (or I      7 

Hot  Rprines  reserve,  in  Arkansas.    Message  of  the  Piesident  of  the  j 

Cniled  Slates  relative  to  the ■•-.. 11 


Pmftn  mttompanj/ing  Ike  aiote. 


WASHINflTDN   HUPERI 


So.3,  Beport  of  John  T.Knax,  Oljnipiaanncj.. 

Nal.  Report  of  Heni;  A.  Webster,  Neeah  Bay  agmcy 

N0.S.  Letter  from  W.  H.  Waterman,  ntperiDtendeut 

N0.6.  Letter  from  Geoif^e  A.  Paige,  acting  agent 

OREGON   SDPERnrrEIfDEnCI. 

No.T.  Report  of  J.  W.  P.  Hnnlingdon,  superintendent 

No.  8.  R^Mrt  of  Amos  Harvey,  Grande  Ronde  agency 

K0.9.  Report  of  J.  B.Clark,  teacher,  Grande  Ronde  agency 

No.  10.  Report  of  John  Smith,  Warm  Springs  agency .' 

Ko.  II.  Report  of  J.  U.D.Gillett,  teacher,  Wann  Springs  agency .- . 

No.  18.  Report  of  G.W.  Colling,  A Isea  sab-agency 

No.  13.  Report  of  Benjamin  Simpson,  Slletz  agency 

N'o.14.  Report  of  W.H.Bamhart,  Urn ntil la  agency 

No.  15.  Baport  of  A.  B.  White,  snperintendent  of  fanning,  Umatilla 


CALIFOBNIA  SUPEWNTEHDEKCY. 


No.  16.  Report  of  Charles  Maltby,  snperlntendenl 

No.  IT.  Report  of  Robert  L.  8  lurk  ton,  Muopa  Valley  Reserre  agency. 
No.  18.  Report  ofB.  L.  CaiHield,  Round  Valle;  Beservatlon  agency. 
So.  19.  Report  of  Geoige  J,  floSuian,  special  agent,  Tn la  River  farm. 
No.SO.  Report  of  G.KiDB«bary,  special  agent,  Smith  Riverreeerve.. 

No.  SI.  Letter  froai  CliarTes  Ualtby,  superintendent 

No.31  A.  Letter  from  William  Bryson,  sgi-nt,  Smith  River  reaarva- 


No.  31  B.  Letter  of  Charles  Haltby,  superintendent 

No.31  C.  Report  of  William  Bryson,  agent.  Smith  River  reservation. 
itn.-il  D.  Letter  from  Charles  Mallby,  superintendent. 


ABtZOHA  SUPBRIHTENDBNCr. 


No.SS.  BepOTt  of  Geo.  W.  Leihy,  saperintetident 

No.  96.  Letter  of  H.  Ebienberg  on  proposed  reservations . . 

So.2r.  Special  Agent  Feodge's  report,  July,  1668 

No.28.  Dr.  C.H.  Lord's  report, Fapagos,&o 


RET  ADA   BIIPEIUNTBNDEIICr, 


Ko.  29.  Superintendent  Parker's  annual  report . . 


.,C()OJ^Ic 


No,  30.  Aj^Dt  Campbell'l  anmiKl  rq 
No.  31.  Beport  of  fitnner,  Tmckes  B 

No.  32.  SnperintaDdeDt  Parker's  tetter  relative  totrMpsuen 

No.  33.  Snperinteudeiit  Fuker's  eetlmateB  for  numaal  Iftbor 

UTAH  StJFERINTeKDEXCY. 

No.  M.  Saperinteodent  Head's  (umnal  report 

No.  35.  Agent  Mhdd's  report,  Fort  Brjdper  agency 

No.  36.  Superintendent  Head's  letter,  visit  of  Wuliakee 

No.  37.  Superintendent  Head's  Ittier  rotative  to  Jndion  hMtilitiei. . 

No.  3H.  Superintendent  Head's  letter  relative  to  MUne  subject 

No.  39.  Superintendent  Head's  letter  relative  toinei«a«eaf  lotarlea.. 

NBW  MEXICO  BUPEBINTEICDBIICr. 

No.  40.  Report  of  J.  K.  Graves,  q>ecial  agent 

No.  41.  Abstract  of  papers  accompanying  same 

No.  42.  Office  report  on  estimatea  Ibi  expenses  of  Bosqne  Redondo 

Ko.43.  Annual  report  of  Superintendent  Norton.     (Extracts)  . 

No.  44.  Special  A^nt  Ward's  report,  Pneblos.     (Eltncts)  . . . 

No.45.  Agent  Dodd's  report,  Navsjoes.     (Extracts) .   . 

No.  46.  Beport  of   surgeon  United  Slates  army  bospital,  Bosque 

Bedondo - -- — 

No. 47.  Superintendent  Norton's  report  relative  to  Comanchee.. 

No.  46.  Superintendent  Norton's  report  relative  lo  hoatilities  by  Utes . 

No.  49.  MemMialof  legislature  relative  to  depredations 

COLORADO  SCFERINTEIIDEKCT. 

No.  50.  Annnal  report  of  Gtivenior  Cnmmings,  mperkilendeiit  ». 

officii! 

No.  5 1 .  Letter  of  Ooveroor  Cummings,  February  14,  1 866 

No.52.  Report  of  Agent  Oakes,  Febmary  12,  1H66 

No.  53.  Letter  of  Governor  Cnmrninga,  ilime  9,  1866 

No.54.  Inslrnctions  to  Governor  CumminKS,  July  22,  1866 

No.  55.  CorreapODdence  relative  lo  recent  Bostillties 


No.  56.  Beport  of  Major  OensTal  Cone,  Jannary  1 1,  1866,  dUpoai- 

tions  for  peace : 

No.  57.  Report  of  Onvemor  Edmnnda,  Febmaiy  15,  1866,  suffering 

of  Indians 

No.5ti.  Report  of  Special  Agent  Day,  Horch  5,  I066,sufle 

Indians - 

No.  59.  Report  of  Ouvemor  Edmunds,  March  7,  1866,  si 

Indians 

No.  60.  Beport  of  Agent  Hanson,  traffic  in  Uqnor  - . 

Na.6l.  Office  reply  to  Agent  Hanson 

No.  €2.  Report  of  Uovemor  Edmnnda  relative  lo  settlement  of  ffioux 

and  Crow  Creek 

No.  63.  Letter  of  General  Cnrtis,  May  30,  1866,  relative  to  conduct 

of  Indians 

No.  64.  Report  of  northtveslem  treaty  commluioner  to  Upper  Mis- 
No.  65,  Annnal  report  of  Governor  Edmnnds,   superintendent  tx 

officio 

No.  66.  Resolution  of  House  of  Representatives  relative  to  Dakota 

No.  67.  Report  of  Special  Agent  Johnston  relative  to  Yancton  agency. 
No.  68.  Report  of  Special  ^ent  Graves  relative  to  Yancton  agenc'- 
No.  69.  Request  of  Agrnt  Conger  for  medals  for  Yuiclon  chiefs. . 
No.  70.  Annual  report  of  Agent  Potter,  Poncaa .... 


i.GoogIc 


IDAHO  aDPEROTESSEllCY, 

)(a.Tl.  BepoTtofQoTeniorL;oii,  March  1,  1866 

No.  IS.  Beport  of  Spe^al  Agent  Hongh 

Sa.JZ,  Aiuiiml  iwOTt  of  Govsmor  Btulard,  laperialeiideDt  ez  D^ci* 
HotTi.  Lrttan  nUtiT*  to  propoaed  nserrktion  '     "     ' 
No.  75.   Agent  O'lfnll'i  uniuil  report,  Nes  Fare 
No.  76.  Beport  of  fanner  at  Nbe  Percys  agencj . 


for  Spokan 


MONTAHA  HUFERINTBHDESCr. 

Ha.T?.  Report  of  Acting  GoTemor  Meagher,  December  14,  IB65. 
Ks.T7i.   Coneeposdence  sbowiiig  hootilitlM  of  BJackfeet. 
N«.T8.  Letter  of  Acting  Goveroor  Metgber  reUtii     '    " 

Bbaabones 

Ko.79.  Letter  ofAgentChspmui  relative  toremoTal  of  Flathead  ageacj 
No.  SO.  Letter  of  Agent  Chapman  relative  to  Hudson  Bay  Campan; 


BUPEBINTENDEDCV. 

Ki>.S3.   Letter  of  Colonel  Maynadior,  January  95, 18(!6,  Fort  Laramie 
No.  SI.   Haior  General  Pope  tu  Secretary  of  Interior,  Febraary  12, 1666 

Ka.e6.  Uajor  General  Dodge  to  General  Fope,  March  13,1866 

No.  SB.  Colonel  May  nadier'e  letter,  bnriai  of  a  daiight«r  of  a  Sioux  chief 

Ko.S7.  Beport  of  treaty  commiHian  at  Fort  Laratnte 

}i<i.M.   Agent  Patrick*!  report,  Upper  Platte  agency... 


K0.8S         . 

No.9U.   Ageiit  MnthewK>n'B  report,  Winne'bago  ageocy 

No. 91.  Agent  Fnmas's  report,  Omaha  agency... 

No.  92.   Report  of  teacher,  Omaba  agency 

No.  93.   Beport  of  Superintendent  Taylor,  allotments  at  Omaha  agency 

Hd.M.   Agent  Smiths  report,  Otloe  and  MiBiouri  agency 

Ko,  95.   A^nt  Nonia's  report.  Great  Netnafaa  agency 

Iia.96.  Beport  of  Agent  Wheeler.  Attack  by  Sioux  upon  Pawnees . . 
X0.97.   LcHarof  Superintendent  Taylor  relative  to  reported  Indian 

boatilitiea.. 

No.  9S.   Letter  of  General  Cloud  to  the  siiperintendoot,  charging  ho*. 
lililiaB  npon  Pawnee*  and  other  tribee,  and  reply  papers  relating  to 

tbeSanlee   Sioux 

N'd.99.   BacommeudationsofSuperinlendentTaylor,  February20,  lt*G6 

Ko.  lUO.   Withdrawal  from  sale  of  lands  at  Niobrara 

No.  101.   LelterofBev.  fl.W.Beed  relative  to  removal  of  ludiana 

No.  103.   Office   report,  April  3U,  1666  relative  to  dispoaltion,  Sautee 

SioDi  matlm  and  fnndi 

No.  loa  A.   DracKhtof  propoaedbill , 

KclU3.   LetteroTUon.  W.A.BmleigbtoPreaident,prote8tingagain8t 

removal  of  Indians -. - 

Ko.  IM.   Office  report  on  tome 

K0.IOSL  BeportofBer.H.W.Beed  relative  toIndiansatCrow  creek 
No.  106.   Office  report  relative  to  Sioux,  in  answer  to  resolution  of 

House  of  Representatives 

No.  107.   Instruction  to  Special  Agent  Kilpotrlck  to  take  charge  of 

Sioux  released  at  Davenport 

No.  104.   Beport  of  Special  Agent  Kllpatrick 

No.  109.   Letter  of  CommiMiouer  of  Land  Office  relative  to  Niobrara 

rMerration 

No.  1 10.    Report  of  special  Agent  Adams  relative  to  friendly  Sioni  of 

So.  111.  BepiiiVfM^'juM"36,'ie«".".^'^"""!."'"^*!-"^"l' 
.V0.JIIA.  LeiterofKisbl  Rev.  A.  B.  Whipple;  claims  of  friendly  Sioux 
No.  112.   Letter  of  north ireetem  treaty  commissioDeri  relative  to  J.  B. 


Xaioi^c 


ho.113.   AqddbI  report  of  Ai^nt  Stone,  Sontee  Sioui  sgciicjr.. 

No.  114.   Report  of  t«aclior,  Sautee  Sioui  agiency 

No.  1)5.   Report  of  fumer,  t>>Dlee  IJioui  a^n<^y 

No.  116.   Report  of  Supeiiuleadeat  Tayloi.     PrepuuttoDi  for  winter, 
Santee  Sioux  ogencj 

CBNTBAL  BOPBRISTEKDENRT. 

No.  117.'  SuperinlendeDt  Murphy's  anniuti  repoit 

No.  118.   Agent  Piatt'i  annual  report,  Delaware  agencj 

No.lli>.   Ddawarecodeoflawi 

No.  120.   Report  of  teacher,  Delaware  ngeuey ... 

No.  121.   Corregpondence  relative  to  Wyandott  affsin 

No.  ]33.   Repoit  of  special  agent  rela^TO  to  Wjandotts 

No.  1  'i3.   Af^nt  Adams's  anntul  report 

No.  124.   itepoil  of  special  agent.    Efforts  to  make  Umtj  with  Kick- 
No.  125.   Agent  Abbott's  onutull  report 

No.  136.   Official  report,  Ottawa  UDiversity 

No.  127.   Commnnication  Irem  Ottawa  Indians 

No.  138.   Agent  Palmer's  annual  report,  Pottawatomie* 

No.  129.   Report  of  teacher,  Pottawatomies 

No  13U.   LetterofH.C.  Henderson 

No.  131.   Afrent  Martin's  annual  report.  Sac  and  Fox  agency 

No  132.   Reportof  Special  Agent  Irwin,  iuTestigsdonat  Sacaud  Fox 

agency 

No.  133.   Letter  of  Agent  MarUn,  Sac  and  Foies  at  Iowa 

No.  134,   Queries  br  Chippewas  of  KausM  as  to  their  status 

No.  '35.   Office  reply  to  above 

No,  136,   Report  of  Superinlendenl  Murphy,  ODDuily  payment  to  Sacs 

No.  1J7.   Agent  Famsworth's  annual  report.  Kansas  agency 

No.  137  A  B.   Reports  of  school  at  Kansas  agency 

No.l:l8.   Report  of  agent  relative  to  Kansas  agency  school 

No.  139.   Repurt  of  Captain  Gordon,  U.S.A.,  March  5.  1666,  escort 


with  goods  for  ArapaKoes,  d^c - 

No.  140.   Report  of  Major  Wynkoop,  April  8,  IS66,  conference  with 


No.  141.   Instructions  to  H^ioc  Wynkoop,  July  25, 1666 

No.  I4a.   Report  of  Major  Wynkoop,  August  II.  IS66 

No.  143.   Report  of  Agent  Taylor,  ArapaEoes,  Chcycnnes.  &c 

No.  144.   Superintendent  Murphy  sends  letter  of  Agent  Taylor,  October 
6,  1866 


SOOTUERN  SUPEBIHTE.VDENCY. 

No.  145.  Letter  from  Superintendent  Sells,  September  30, 1866.  No 
annual  report... - 

No.  14G.  Once  report  relative  to  disposition  of  Indians  (br  territorial 
government ... 

No.  147.   First  report  of  Mqor  General  Sanborn,  in  charge  of  freed- 


GREEN  BAY  AGEKCV. 


No.  160.   Agent  MarUn's  annual  report 

No.  150  A.   Report  of  teachers  of  Oneida  mission  school.  Episcopal . . . 
No.  15(1  B.    Report  of  teachers  of  Oueida  minHioo  school,  M<-tbodist.. . 

No.  150  C.    Report  of  teachers  of  Stock  brid  ge  tnission  school 

N0.15UDEF.   Report  of  teachers  of  Menumoiiee  scWiIh 

No.  150  0  U  I.   Report  of  farmer,  miller,  and   smilli,  Meuomouee 

agency  

No.  151.   Office  letter  to  agent,  relief  of  Stockbitdges 

No.  152.   Department  letter,  claim  ol  Wisconsin  Ic  certain  lands 


Title. 
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No. 

P«e«. 

3 
2 
2 

3 

1 
i 

2M 

CHIPPEWA8  OF   LAKE   BUPERIOB. 

No.157.  Agent  Webb's  report  rslMive  to  church  at  Bftd  river 

i 

I 

398 

WMNEBAOOES  AM)   POTTAITATOHIES  OF   WISCOMBIH. 

HACKIKAC  AOEHCT. 

2 
2 

1 

X«.  160.  Uemorial  oT  dtizena  for  reitontion  U,  muketof  Ii>dtui  U^» 

303 

MBW   YOKE  AflBlfCy. 

■nSCBLLAMEOUS  PAPERS. 

2 
9 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

1 

] 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

I 

No.  163.   Deciaion  of  United  8lst«a  Supmme  Court  in  Hiebif  tn  liquor 

Sc.166.   EnacloHDt  of  July,  1866  niUtive  to  licenua,  Blad«(ic. 

312 

Ko.170.   PopqlMion,  BChools,  individunl  property,  &o 

346 

So.  ITS.   KH^pitDl-tioD  of  ■tMiatio  of  1866,  compared  with  1866  and 

No.  173.   Ceuna  for  Indian  tribes  corr«cled  for  1866 

360 

INDEX  TO  APPENDIX,  WASHINGTON  AGENCY. 

So.1.   E«portofEeT.E.C.Chirooie,  teKb«rofTnl»lip»chool 

2 

1 

313 

NEW  MEXICO. 

MOKTAKA. 

Xa.4.  Aanoal  report  of  D.  H.  Wheeler,  late  agent,  pAwneea 

So.S.  Annnslreportof  J.  B.  Mufield,  teacher  of  Pawnee  ichooL... 

2 
2 

1 
1 

316 
318 

S 
S 
2 
3 
2 

1 
1 
I 

330 

Ho.10.  Aannal  report  of  H.  ftanklin,  Wichita  agency 

302 

.  Oi-^IC 


Indiu  hoatititiw.    Letlei  &om  the  BecraUiy  of  War  Telattre  to  se- 
connti  for  the  BuppreMion  of 

InnllB,  Kufai,  Oenenl.     Letter  from  the  Becretaiy  of  Ww,  trHumit- 

tmf;  a  report  of  inspection  bj ........ 

Insane  hospital.     Report  of  the  boards  of  vuitora  of  tba 

Intemal  Kerenne.     Annoal  report  of  the  Commiraloner  of 

Intemal  Rerenne.    Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  TreasDij  lelative 

to  collections  of,  in  the  first  district  of  IlliDois  for  puialties . ... 

iDteriot,  annual  report  of  the  Secretarj  of  the 


Paptn  ateampimpmf  tlu  tmmt. 

Anniisl  report  of  the  Commisaioner  of  Indian  Aff^rs... 
Annual  report  of  the  CommissioneT  of  the  General  Land 
AhuubI  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
Annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  " 
Annual  report  of  the  architect  of  the  Capitol 

Annual  report  of  the  engineer  of  the  Washington  aquednot 

Annualreport  of  the  board  ofvisitorsof  the  goTemment  hospital  for 


their 


Annnal  report  of  the  Colnmbian  Institution  for  the  DMiTand  Dumb. 

Annnal  report  of  tbe  Board  of  Metropolitan  Police 

Annual  report  of  the  warden  of  tbe  jail  in  the  District  of  Columbia . . 

Annual  report  of  the  board  of  trtutees  of  the  honse  of  correction 

Interior,  relative  to  tbe  massacre  of  troops  nt  Fort  Phil.  Kearney.   Let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  tbe 

ilerioT,  relative  to  sending  commismoners  to  all  tbe  Indian  tribes. 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Interior,   relative  to  eelAbliahine  tbe  bennnlnfc  point  of  tbe  Union 

Pacific  and  Central  Pacific  Tailways.    Letter  of  tbe  " "-' '"■- 

MessagH  from  the  President  of  the  United 


tSecretaiT  of  tbe. 
States  relative  to 

removals  and  appointments  in  the  Department  of  the 

Iowa.   Message  of  the  President  ot  tbe  United  States  relative  to  dums 


of  the  State  of. . . 
Island  of  Son  Juan, 
relative  to  the 


B  of  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 


I^ake  Michigan.    Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  barbor 

impFovements  on 

Land  Office,  Q^ieral.    Annnal  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  tbe  ■ . .  -  - 


Pi^ra 


lite  abnt. 

No.  1.  Tabular  statement  showing  the  number  of  acres  of  public 
lands  surveyed  up  to  Tune  30,  1865,  during  tbe  last  fiscal  year, 
and  the  total  of  tbe  poblic  lands  surveyed  up  to  Jane  30,  ISfiiS, 
and  also  the  total  area  of  the  public  domain,  Slc 

No.  S  A.  Statement  of  thepublic  lands  sold,  of  cash  and  bounty-land 
scrip  received  therefor ;  number  of  acres  entered  under  tbe  home* 
stead  law  of  May  20,  1862;  of  commissions  received  under  sixth 
section  of  seid  act,  &c 

Ko.  S  B.  Statement  of  public  lands  sold,  of  cash  and  bounty-land 
■crip  received  therefor  ;  number  of  acres  entered  nnder  tbe  home- 
stead law  of  May  20,  1662 ;  of  commissions  received  under  the 
sixth  section  of  said  act ;  also,  of  luid  located  with  serin  nnder  tbe 
a^cultnral  collem  and  mechanic  act  of  July  8,  I861j,  and  com* 
nusrions  received  oy  registers  and  receivers  on  the  valne  thereof; 
and  statement  of  incidental  expenses  tbereon,  in  tbe  tecond  half 
of  tbe  fiscal  year  commeociug  July  1,  IBGa,  and  ending  Jum  30, 


No.  X  Siiiiiiii>iT  for  the  fiscml  yew  ending  June  30,  1866,  ilwwtng 
lb*  number  of  sctm  diiposed  of  for  cub,  with  boniity  limd  »erip, 
ij  entiy  Doder  the  hoiiieite»d  laws  of  Hb*  SO,  1S6S,  ftad  HaKh 
!],  JS64,  with  agglegaU  of  |10  hoDiesteM  pSTineiit*,  honwttMd 
ranmiwioDsi  nbo,  locstioni  with  atrricaltorsl  eollef[«  and  mo- 
dkuiocrip  aaim  act  of  July  2,  186^ 

Kd.  4.  Statament  ahowiag  the  cgtumtity  of  swamp  land  ielected  for 
the  Berar*!  Statea  ander  the  acts  of  CoDgresa  of  March  2,  1849, 
■ud  Septombei  88,  1850,  and  Haich  12, 1860,  up  to  and  endiDg 
3w«amber  30,  1866 

Ho.  &,  Statement  ezhibitiDg  lbs  qoantllT  of  swamp  land  approved 
to  the  aeveral  Slates  under  the  acts  of  Congress  of  March  'i,  1 B49, 
S«Meinber  38,  1860,  and  Uarch  12,  I860,  ttp  to  and  ending  Sep- 
MnibwaO,  1866 

Na.  6.  Statement  exhibiting  the  quantity  of  swamp  land  patented  to 
the  aeveral  Statea  under  the  acts  of  CoDgrees  of  September  SM, 
IS50,  and  March  12,  1860,  and  also  the  quantity  certified  to  tbe 
Stale  of  IxiiiiBiana  under  act  of  March  2,  1849 

Ko.  7.  Exhibit  of  bounty  land  bnsineos  under  acta  of  IS47,  1850, 
IG6S,  and  1S55,  ifaowiag  the  iune  and  locationi  from  the  com- 
msneeuient  of  the  operations  nndur  said  acta  to  Jnne  30,  I9H6 

Ko.  8.  EsUmatea  of  appropriations  required  for  the  office  of  the  Com- 
nuMioner  of  the  Gmienl  Land  Office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jnne  30,  1868 

No.  9.  Rrtlimalra  of  appropriations  for  tbe  sarreying  depaitment  for 
tbs  fiscal  ^ew  enang  June  30,  I96B 

NOi  10.  Eabnuitea  of  appnqtiiationi  required  fiir  snrreyinfr  the  pnbKc 
linds  for  tbefiacal  year  ending  June  30,  1868 

No.  11.  Keporta  of  surveyor  general,  A  to  I,  inclusive 

Xo.  IS.  AgTintltoral  selections  within  certain  States,  and  also  scrip 
loealiotu  under  agricultural  and  mechanic  act  of  July  2,  1A62 

No.  13.  Statement  exhibiting  land  concessions  by  acts  of  Congress 
lo  Btalea  and  corporations  for  r^lroad  and  military  wagon  road 
porpoaes  for  the  year  1%0  to  Angus  t  1,  1866 

No.  14.  Statement  exhibiting  land  conceswons  by  acts  of  Congress 
to  Stales  for  canal  purposes  from  the  year  1827  to  August  1,  1866. 

No.  15.  Set  of  twenty-two  maps  of  all  the  public  land  States  and 
Territoriea,  to  wit:  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  IllinwB,  Wisconsin, 
Uinneaota.,  Iowa,  Dakota,  Uissouri,  Arkansas,  I^anlHiana,  His- 
•iaippi,  Alabama,  Florida,  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  Colorado,  New 
Meiioo  and  Ariaona,  Utah,  Nevada,  C^fomia,  Oregon,  and 
Washington  Territory 

No.  16.  ConnMted  map  of  the  United  Stales  from  ocean  to  ocean, 
exhibiting  tbe  Biteut  of  tbe  pnblic  surveys,  localities,  land  districts, 
•eats  of  Burvsyors  senersl's  offlces  and  district  officers ;  also,  local- 
itica  of  railroads  of  general  interest,  and  mineral  deposits 


tUI  untracta  in  TenneMee.    Letter  from  the  Postmaster  Genera] 

nIatiTe  to  oertain 

MsiiM  boapital,  at  Chicago.    Letter  &om  the  Secretary  of  the  Tiea- 

Ruy  in  relation  to  a  site  for  a 

UcCuD,  Michael.    Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War  transmitting 

papers  relating  to  the  claim  of. 

Unropolitan  Police.    Annual  report  of  the  Board  of 

Ucxico,  occupation  of,  by  American  troops.    Hessi^  from  the  Pre- 

•ideatof  tbe  United  States,  relative  to 

Unico.    Heaaage  of  the  President  of  the  United  StatM  relative  to  the 

uiemptofBanta  Anna  and  Ortega  to  raise  armed  expeditions  against. 
llnican  ailairB.    llMsage  &om  tbe  President  of  the  United  States 

nlating  to . 

lliUtaiy  peats.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Wai  transmitting  a  report 


Vol.     No.     Page. 


Mineral  TMonrcM  treat  of  the  Bocky  mountuui.  Letter  froin  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Tntmttj  tmumittiiig  the  leport  of  J.  Bow  Browne, 
relatiTo  to 

HiMiMippi  river.  Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  Wu  traDsmittio|;  ■ 
report  of  the  Cbief  of  Engineen,  relative  to  Che  iurraj  of  the  rapida 
of  the 

Uiaeisaippi  river,  Upper,  audita  tribntariea.  Letter  from  the  Secretarj 
of  War  tranBiiiitliDK  the  report  of  [he  Chief  of  Engineers,  relative 
to  the  Burrey  of  the.. • 

Horey,  A.,  B.  Letter  from  the  Attomej  Gener^  of  the  United  States 
tratiamitting  papera  relative  to  the  owe  of. 

M. 

Nav7,  snnnat  report  of  the  Beorelorj  of  the 

PaptTM  aceompanging  lAe  $a-mt. 

Index  to  report*  .. , ... 

Beportof  the  Super!  otendeDt  of  the  Naval  Acadamj 

EaCimate  of  appropriatiotu  required  for  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navj  for  tbe  fiacsl  year  ending  Jane  3U,  1863 

Eitimate  of  appropriatioQB  for  the  aouthnest  executive  btulding  for 

tbe  fiscal  jear  endiDg  June  30,  1868 

Beport  of  tbe  chief  of  Bureaa  of  Yuila  and  Docks,  with  ettimatea. 

Report  of  the  chief  of  Bureau  of  Navigation,  with  estimatee,  6te  . . 

Beport  of  the  chief  of  Burean  of  Ordnance 

Beport  of  Che  chief  of  Bureaa  of  Equipment  and  Kecroiting,  eti 

Beport  of  the  chief  of  Bnrean  of  Construction  and  Bepain,  eati- 
matea,  &c -■ 

Beport  of  tlie  chief  of  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  eatimates,  Ac 
Beport  of  the  chief  of  Bureau  of  ProvisioUB  and  Clothing,  eatimatea, 

Beport  of  the  chief  of  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgeiy,  with  esti- 
mates, &.C 

Beport  of  the  colonel  commandant  of  the  marine  corps,  with  esU- 

Navy.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  relative  to  the  navigatioD 
of  Newark  bay  and  Passaic  and  Hockensock  rivers 

Navy.  Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the,  transmitting  italenient  of 
■11  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  on  hand 

Navy.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  Statee  transmit- 
ting a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  relative  to  amounta  charged 
the  State  Deportment  for  servfcei  of  vessels  belonKinR-  to  the 

Navy,  transmitting  statement  of  the  disbursement  of  Uie  uontingeut 
fund.     Letter  irom  the  Secretary  of  the 

New  Mexico.  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  la 
relation  to  certain  appropriations  for  the  Territoir  of 

New  Orleans  riots.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  ' .  _ 

New  Orleans  riots.  Message  from  the  Freaideat  of  the  United  States 
transmitting  all  papers  relative  to  the 

Norfolk  riots.     Letter  &om  the  Secretary  of  Wat  relative  to 

O. 

Oceui  mail  service.  Letter  from  the  Foetmaiter  General  relative  to 
service  by  Brazilian  steamen  of ■•.. 

Ontonagon  harbor.    Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War  relative  to 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
relative  to  purohaaes  of .-■ 

Ordnance.    Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War  rolatlve  to  ptirchasei  . 

Ortega  and  Santa  Anna.  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relative  to  the  attempt  to  organize  armed  expeditions  within 
the  United  Slates  against  Mexico  by 


.ogle 


hciSc  raiboada.    Letter  from  the  Secretarj  of  the  TreunTj  relatiTB 

to  tin  amoant  of  bonds  isened  to  tbe  Ceotrftl  Mid  to  the  Union 

Pardona  bj  the  Preeident.    UcMsg*  front  the  FrMident  of  the  Unitad 

Statea  tTBiuinitlinff  lUt  of ■ 

Pardou  by  tbe  Preaident.    Meeaaee  from  tbe  President  of  the  United 

Stalea  traiumittinK  fuither  U«t  of. 

Puia  Ezpoeition.     Heaias*  f"^  tbe  President  of  the  United  Statea 

trananutling'  a  memoHtil  of  tbe  Wiaeonain  leKialatnie  relattre  to 

the- 

htapacn  tirer.     Letter  frem  tbe  Secretary  of  War  tranamittinif  tbe 

ivpnt  of  the  Chief  of  EngiiMert  relatlTe  to  theihip  channel  of  tbe  .. 
Palnita,  trunmlttiiig  tbe  mecbaoical  part  of  the  Patent  Office  report' 

for  th«  jew  1806.    Letter  from  tbe  Commiwioner  of 

TauioBM.    Anutial  report  of  the  ComtniiMotter  of 

Paper*  auamfanging  ti»  lamt. 

Liat  of  namea  of  examining  enrgeons,  anmnged  bj  States . .. 

A. — Statement  of  nnmbor  and  yearly  unonnt  of  origllial  appllcatloDS 
and  tm  increase  of  anny  pensions  admitted  In  each  State  and  Ter- 
to^  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1606 

B. — Btatementof  tbe  smoimtpt^d  for  army  pensions  at  tbe  agencies 
ID  the  BOTenl  States  and  Territories  for  the  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
lfl66 

C.;— BtatHDient  of  tbe  amount  of  funds  in  the  bande  of  agents  for 
paying  army  pensions  on  tbe  30tb  da*  of  June,  18G6  -- .-■ 

D. — Statement  of  the  number  and  ^eanr  amount  of  amtr  pensions 
on  the  rolls  in  the  sevMal  States  and  Territories  on  the  30th  day  of 
jBi>e,]8G6 

E. — Statement  of  tbe  number  and  yearly  amount  of  original  appli- 
cations and  for  increase  of  navy  pensions  admitted  in  each  State 
and  Teiritoi7  for  tbe  year  ending  June  30,  1S66 

>'. — Statement  of  the  amoQut  paid  for  navy  pensions  at  the  _„ 

in  the  seTeral  States  and  Territories  for  the  year  ending  Jnne 
1866 

Q. — Statement  of  the  amount  of  fnnds  in  tbe  bands  of  agents  for 
paying  navy  pensiotis  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  J866 

H.— statement  of  the  nomher  and  yearly  amonnt  of  navy  pensions 
on  tlm  rolls  of  each  State  and  Territory  on  the  30th  day  of  Jnne, 

Ides 

RcketL    Meaaage  firom  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  relative  to 

the  rd>«l  general 

PlaUfav^  harbor.     Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the 

Ptbce.    Ananal  report  of  the  Board  OT  Metropolitan 

u Letter  from  the   Postmaster  Qeneral  relative  to  tbe 

T  Oeneral,  of  the  operations  of  his  department  dnring  the 

jtvl666.     Beportofthe 

Paftrl  mavmftMfing  tAs  wmc. 
Ml  of  or  ezpenditnres  forthefiaoal  year  ending  June  30, 1666. 
It  showing  tbe  operatlaiis  of  the  free  dfdlvery  system  for  the 

year  1866 

Total  optmtloiu  of  tbe  appointment  office  tor  the  year  ending  June 

Tabls  duwingtlie  increase  and  decrease  oi  postofficesin  tbe  seven] 
Statea  and  Tenitorise;  alee  the  nnmber  at  which  appointments 
are  made  bj  the  Preddent  and  by  tbe  Poetmasler  General 

Von  ofioes  at  which  letter-carriers  are  employed,  with  the  number 
utdifgregate  compensationof  the  tattw  at  each  office 

I'otee  ibwipa,  atnmpcd  eavelopes,  and  newspaper  wrappers  issued 
rfi^IieSaeal  y«r]8K--66 


..ccoyGoogle 


A.— Table  of  tn*!l  aerriM  for  tbe  je&r  endiog  Jtiiw  30,  1866,  m  m- 
hibitedby  the  aCale  of  itnvtgtm^uiM  at  the  close  of  the  tam 

B.— Kallnxtd  MTvice  u  in  operation  June  30,  1866 

C—SleaAiboitt  •OTTice  M  in  operitioD  September  30,  1606 

D. — Table  ahowinff  tbe  lnci«a«e  and  dccraue  in  duuI  traoiporUitloD 
and  cost  during  th«  Tear  ending  June  30,  1666 

E. — Table  ihowiDg  tiM  rate  of  my  per  annnm  fbr  nail  tmntportatlon 
in  operation  Id  tbe  aentliem  Stalea  on  the  30tb  Jnne,  IBW,  &c... 

P.— Mail  serrice  in  opera^on  in  aontbem  Slates  September  30, 1SS6, 
compared  with  the  condiden  of  the  service  In  the  Mune  Stalet 
November  1,  1865 

O.—Sonthem  railroad  routes  in  operaUon  September  30,  1066 

Statement  of  number,  kinds,  siies,  and  oost  of  mi^l  bags  pnrchaaed 
tmder  coatract«  agreeably  to  law,  and  pnt  into  MTviee,  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1866 

StaMnent  ghowing  operations  and  results  of  foreign  nail  swrice  tor 
tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1666 

Postal  convention  between  tbe  United  Btetee  of  America  and  Ilalj. . 

Postal  convention  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Tene- 

Btatement  showing  tba  dispoeition  of  letters  received  conteinJog 
monej  during  the  fiscal  jear  ending  June  30,  1866.. 

Statement  showiQe  the  comparative  amounts  of  monev  contained  in 
dead  letters  received  at  and  sent  ont  from  the  dead  letter  office  for 
the  (iHCal  year  ending  June  30,  1866 ^ 

Statement  showing  the  disposition  of  letters  received  containing 
postage  stamps  and  monev  in  sums  less  than  one  dollar  during  tbe 
fiscal ; ear  ending  June  30,  1866 

Stalument  of  letters  containing  miscellaneous  articles  received  during 
tbe  fiscal  jear  ending  June  30,  1866 : 

Statement  of  dead  letters  returned  te  foreign  countriM  and  rec^ved 
from  them  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1866 

Statement  of  dead  letters  other  than  those  atwve  enumerated,  sent 
out  for  delivery  to  Ihe  writers  or  owners  tbeieof  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1866 

Report  of  ibe  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  fur  the  Post  OfBce  Department. 

Paftn  aaemfmifiiig  tin  thovt. 

No.  I.  Btate«nent  eihiblUng  the  receipts  of  the  Pott  Office  Depart- 

tnent  for  the  fiscal  year  endinc*  June  30,  1866 

No.  2.  Statement  exhibiting  the  expenditures  of  the  Post  Office 

Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1966 

No.  3.  Statement  of  tbe  postal  receipts  and  expenditures  of  tbe 

United  States  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  3D,  1866 

No.  i.  SUtement  of  the  operations  of  uie  free  delivery  system  for 

the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1866 

No.  5.  Miscellaneous paymenls 

No.  6.  Summary  of  piinrapal  labors 

No.  7.  Stetement  showing  the  balances  due  the  United  Stales  from 

postmasters  in  the  lately  rebellions  States,  and  the  amount  collected. 
No.  8.  Stetement  showing  the  increase  of  revenues  and  incidental 

BipenBes  in  tbe  lately  rebellious  States 

No.  o  A.  Statement  o?  tbe  postel  receipts  and  expenditures  in  tbe 

eleven  States  lately  in  rebellion,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,1966 

No.  9.  Amonnt  of  letter  postage  on  British  mails  reoeiTed  In  and 

sent  from  the  United  Steles  daring  tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,  1866  

No.  10.  Amount  of  tetter  postege  on  Prussian  m^s  reosived  in  and 

•ent  from  the  United  Slates  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,  1866 

No.  11.  Amonnt  of  letter  postage  on  French  mails  received  in  and 

sent  from  the  United  States  during  the  fiaoal  year  eudli^  Jane 
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Ko.  12.  Amoont  at  letter  poilam  on  B«]^ui  mails  Teeaved  in  and 
Mnl  from  the  United  State*  aoriog  tite  fiscal  year  ending  June 
».I886 

Ko.  13.  Ananiit  of  letter  poatwe  on  Brenten  muls  received  in  and 
tat  fiom  the  Uidted  SMtea  anrinc  the  fiscal  jear  «iding  June 
3l>.l86e 

No.  14.  Amonntof  letter  postage  on  Hambnrg  mails  received  in  and 
ioit  from  the  United  Statea  during  the  fiKal  year  ending  Jnne 
30,1866 

So.  15.  Number  of  letten  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the 
Uoiied  Stale*  and  the  United  Kingwm  in  British  mails  daring 
ths^scal  jear  ending  Jnne  30,  ItKti 

No.  16.  Nnmbn  of  letters  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the 
Umled  States  and  the  kingdom  of  Pinusia,  in  cloud  mails,  during 
the  fiscal  Tear  ending  Jnne  30,  1966 

Ko.  17.  Nnmber  of  letters  and  newsw)erB  exchanged  between  the 
United  States  and  France  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
1866 

Xa,  18.  Nnmber  of  letters  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the 
rolled  StalcB  and  Belgium  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jime 
30,  1B66 

So.  19.  Number  of  letters  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the 
United  States  and  Bremen  dnring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,1866 

So.  !0.  Number  of  letten  and  newspapers  exchanged  between  the 
United  Statea  and  Hambu^  during  the  fiscal  jeai  ending  Jone 
30,1886 

Ho.  2L  Statement  of  letters  sod  newspapers,  with  the  lOTeral 
postages,  received  in  and  sent  from  Uie  IJaitod  States  to  the  West 
India  Salands  duruig  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1666 

So.3i,  Statement  ol  letters  and  newspapers,  with  the  several 
postages,  received  in  and  B«nt  &om  the  Luited  States  to  Panama 
during  the  fiscsl  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1866 

So.  23.  Statement  of  letters  and  newspapers,  with  the  several  posl- 
sgo,  received  in  and  sent  from  the  United  States  to  Mexico 
durinc  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1866 

Ho.  21.  Statement  of  letters  and  newspapers,  with  the  several 
poctagee,  received  in  and  sent  from  the  United  States  to  Brasil 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jooe  30,  1866.. 

No.  95.  Statement  of  the  uuount  of  letterpoatage  on  the  Nova  SooUa 
ud  Prince  Edward  Island  mails,  received  in  and  sent  &om  the 
United  SUtes  during  the  fiscal  year  ooding  June  30,  1666 

K0.S6.  Nnmber  of  lettets  and  newspapet*  exchanged  between  the 
United  States  and  foreign  countries  aoiing  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jna*»,ie66 

Koi.27.  Antoant  of  postages  on  mails  exchanged  between  the  United 
Stalea  and  the  Bndsh  proriaces  during  uie  fiscal  yeai  ending 
Job*  30,  1866 

Sol2B.  Anonnt  of  postage  on  foreign  dead  letters  sent  from  and  re- 
timed to  the  United  Sutet 

No.S9.  Balsuoe*  doe  the  United  States  on  the  a4)nstment  of  ac- 
eoonta  between  the  United  States  and  Belgium  dnring  the  fiscal 
jeir  ending  Jnne  30, 1866 

Ka.30.  Pnissian  doted  mail  account  lor  the  year  ending  December 
31,1885 

■  K«.  31.  Canadian  closed  mail  account  for  the  year  ending  December 

31,1865 

No.  S.  Honolnln  sod  Tanconver's  island  closed  mail  acconut  for 

the  year  ending  Jiine  30,  1965 

No.  33.  Belgian  closed  mail  account  for  the  year  ending  December 

31,1866... .7:. 

Ha.  31.  Havana  closed  mall  account  for  the  year  ending  December 
11,1866 

Ho.  3S.  AuKmnta  reported  sa  dne  the  steamers  of  the  Canadian  line, 
fix  serrieei  rendered  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  18G6. . 
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No.  36.   8t ttement  ihowln);  the  tnnoetioiu  of  the  mODHT  order  o&n 

of  Ibe  Ui.ited  8tat««,  from  Jnlj  ],  1866,  to  Jane  30,  1866 

No.  37.   Statement  ihowinf;  the  condilion  of  the  mouef  order  ftiiid 

at  tbe  cloM  of  the  fitckl  ;eu  eodiug:  Judo  30,  IBW 

President  of  the  United  State*  on  the  atate  of  the  Union,  vrith  accom- 
panying docnmen  la  and  reporta.    Annnal  meaiage  of  the  - 

President  of  the  United  Statea  Telatire  to  the  occupancy  of  Mezlean 

territory  hy  United  Slates  troops.    Uesssge  of  the 

President  of  the  United  Slates,  tiansmitting  a  rsport  of  the  Secrelarj 
of  State  relating  to  the  discovery  and  arrest  of  John  H.  Snmtt. 

HessagB  of  the 

President  of  the  United  Stales  relative  to  rebel  General  Pickett.    Mes- 
sage of  the 

President  of  the  United  Slates  relatire  to  the  Atebison  and  Pike's 

Peak  Bulroad  Company.    Heasage  of  the 

President  of  the  United  Stales  relaUre  to  the  attempt  of  Santa  Anna 
and  Ort«ga  to  organiie  amed  eipedltiona  within  the   United 

Statds  against  Mexico.    Massage of^ the ..... 

President  of  the  United  States  relatm  to  the  island  of  San  Jmo,  Id 

Washington  Terrltoiy.    Measage  of  the 

President  of  tho  United  (Slates,  transmitting  fortber  copies  of  papers 

relative  to  the  arrest  of  John  H.  SurratL    Message  of  the 

Presidentof  the  United  Stales,  transmitting  names  of  ptrwrns  pardoned, 

who  have  been  engaged  iBiebelliDn.     Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States  relative  to  amomts  eharg«d  to  lb*  Stale 

Department  for  services  of  naval  vessels.    Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States  relativr  to  the  occapation  of  Mexico  by 

the  American  forces.    Msasage  of  tbe- 

President  of  tbe  United  StaM  relative  to  the  revolution  in  Candts. 

Message  of  the .- 

President  of  the  United  Slates  relative  to  the  clerks  of  the  federal 
conrts  and  the  marshal  ol  the  district  of  North  Carolina.    Message 

of  the 

President  of  the  United  States  relative  M>  the  case  of  Qeorge  St.  Leger 

Orenfel.    Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  States  relative  le  the  removal  of  the  Prolaatant 
chnrch  at  tbe  American  embassy,  Bom»,  Italy,  from  tbe  city,  by 

order  of  the  government.     Message  of  the . .. 

President  of  the  United  States  relative  te  snits  in  the  En^b  comrta, 

against  Fraser,  Trenholm  &  Co.    Message  of  the 

Presidenlof  the  United  States  relative  to  tbe  appointment  of  a  coBmia- 

sion  relative  to  claims  ol  the  State  itf  Iowa.    Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  Stales,  traaamitting  a  statement  ftom  tb«  heads 
of  departments,  giving  tbe  names  of  all  peraona  af^Miinted  te  office, 

&«.    Message  of  the 

President  of  tbe  United  Statea,  transmitting  all  papers  relnliTe  tu  the 

New  Orleans  riota * 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmitUne  list  of  States  which  have 

ratlGed  the  constitutional  amendment.     Meesage  of  the.. 

President  of  the  United  States  reUtive  to  Mexican  affairs.    MsMage 

of  the 

President  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  Hot  Springs  reMrvs  Id 

Arkansss.    Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  State  relative  to  the  visit  of  Professor  Agassis 

toBraxll.    Message  of  the 

President  of  the  United  StatM  telatJTe  lo  the  Statea  wUdi  have  ratlBed 

tbe  constitntlonal  amendment.    Message  of  tbe ■ 

President  of  the  United  Slata  relative  to  cultured  and  abudonad 

cotton.    Messanof  tbe 

President  of  tbe  United  States  In  telalion  to  certain  ^ipropriations 

for  lbs  Territon  of  New  Mexico.    Message  of  the 

Piesident  of  tbe  United  Slataa  relative  lo  the  imperUUon  ef  wines  bom 

Cadix,  Sc^n,  Ac.    Messageofthe 

President  of  the  United  States,  transmiltingmemailal  Aom  tbe  legfala. 
tun  ofWbconaiBnlsUTS  to  tbe  Paris  ^posUioB.    Message  of  tba 
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Pnndant  of  the  United  8UtM  relaUve  to  the  ntlemplad  MMMinaUon 

of  iba  KmpBTor  of  Bntita.    HoMAgvof  tke 

PmidaBt  of  the  United  SUtaa  relative  to  lemovala  and  AppointmenU 

is  the  Interior  DepertmeiiL    Mewege  of  the 

PieaidBiil  oT  tbe  United  Stale!  ralative  to  the  removal  of  the  Ameilcan 

Protniant  Church  frmn  the  eitf  of  Borne.     Menage  of  the 

Pmideat  of  the  United  Stale*  lelatiTe  to  pereoni  pardoned  bj  the 

Pieiideiit.     Heaeage  of  the 

Prialm^,  Pnblic.     jGmnal  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 

FiMecbon  aerose  the  eontiDeat.     Letter  iiom  the  Seeretor;  of  Waf 

nlatiTe  to ,,., 

Poblic  Pnildiugi.     Anmul  report  of  the  CommiulODer  of 

Pvehaee  of  goverametit  eecontiee.    Letter  from  the  Secretarf  of  the 

Tnamrv,  tranamittiiie  iuformaUon  required  bv  the  act  of  April  12, 

1061,  MdatiTe  t»  the 

4- 

Qnutennaata'  Oeoeral  of  tbe  Uaitad  Stalei.  Annual  repoit  of  the  . . 
QnmuBUMler  Oeoeral.  Letter  Iiom  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  ts 
eonncta  b/the 

R. 

Buln«4  CoTopany,  AtehiKm  and  Pike'e  Peak.    Uauage  of  the  Preai- 

denl  of  tin  United  Statea  relative  to  the 

Siilra»d  Compuiiea,  Central  Pacific  and  Union  Pacific     Letlw  firom 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanrr  relative  to  tbe  amount  of  bonds  iaeaed 

to  the 

BulTOMd,  Cnion  Podfic.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tteaaory 

relative  to  tbe  ultimate  coel  of  tbe 

Bkilroadi,  Union  Pacific  and  Central  Pacific.    Letter  (Vom  the  Secre- 

ttij  of  the  Interior  relative  to  the  eatabliehment  of  tbe  beginning 

jmnt  of  the  . 

B^boad,  Angosta  and  Bumnferville.    Letter  from  the  Seoietary  of 

War  relative  to  tbe 

Bationa  topmoni  not  belonginf;  to  the  arm  j.     Letter  &om  the  Saere- 

taiy  of  War  relative  to  the  iuue  of 

BcTcnne.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry  relative  to 

collection  in  the  first  diatrict  of  Illinoia  of  internal 

Kiou,  New  Orleana.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the. 
Kioti,  Mew  Orleans.    Heuage  of  tbe  Preudent  of  the  United  States, 

traatniitlinK  papen  relative  to  the 

IGm  at  IforfD&.    Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  the 

Ct«rand  harbor  ioiprorements.    Letter  fram  the  Secretary  of  War, 

nncmitting  anport  by  tbe  Chief  of  Engineers  relative  to 

ifiroi,  Bock  and  ulinois.    Letlor  from  the  Secretary  of  War  relative 

lo  (he  anrvey  of  tbe 

Siier^  Kennebec  sod  PenobecoL    Letter  &om  the  Secretary  of  War 

relative  to  tkeanrvey  of  tbe 

fiim,  HiMiseippi.    Letter  from  >be  Secretary  of  War  relative  to  tbe 

nrvuryof  the 

Bmk,  American  Protestant  Cbnrcb  at.     Message  from  the  President 

cj  tbe  United  States  relative  to 

Borne,  American  Protestant  Chnroh  at.    Message  from  tbe  President 

of  tbe  United  States  relative  to 

Bmling,  General,  and  General  Hazen.     Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  reports  of  inspection  made  by 

Kuoia.    MsMage  ^m  the  President  of  the  United  States  relative  to 

tbe  attempted  aasoiisination  of  the  Emperor  of 

S. 
Siody  Hook  light-honse.     Letter  from  tbe  Secretaiy  of  War  relative 
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Ssota  Anna  and  Orte(^  Heoa&ge  ^&(i>q  the  I'rerident  of  the  United 
StaleaTelatiTe  to  then  attempt  to  organise  armed  expeditiani  »gw]ut 
Hezico 

8ui  Joan.  Mesuge  fn>m  the  President  of  the  United  BtUeH  reUtJTo 
to  the  island  of 

Seamen,  American.  Letter  &om  the  Secretai;  of  State  relative  to  re- 
lief and  protection  of 

Sewer  tbroDKh  Botanic  eardeD.    Letter  fioi 
Fnblie  BaHdings  and  QronDdi  relative  to  . . 

ffignal  officer  of  uie  arm;  of  the  operation*  of  his  eorpa  for  the  year 
ending  October  20,  I'"''' 


kt  the  . . 


u  mannhctnred  a: 


Sprinfffield  annoij.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  retpecting 
small-armB  manufactured  at  the 

State,  Secretarj  of,  relative  to  the  protection  of  American  leaman.  Let- 
ter from  the 

State,  Secretal;  of,  relative  to  the  dishnraement  of  contiopuit  fund. 
Letter  from  the 

State,  Secretory  of,  trtuumitting  report  of  the  commercial  relatioua  of 
the  UQit«a  State*  vrlth  foreign  coantriea  for  the  year  1366.  Letter 
from  the 

State,  Secretary  of,  relative  to  bills  allowed  to  become  lairi.    Letter 


Stale,  Secretary  oE,  relative  to  same  anbjecl  as  above.    Letter  frvtn  the. 
State  of  Iowa.    Hesaage  from  the  President  of  the  United  State*  rela- 
tive to  claims  of  the 

State*  ratifying  the  constitutional  amendment.    Uescagefrom  tbePtes- 

idcnt  of  the  United  States  relative  to 

States  ratifyins  the  constitutional  smendmeDt.    Heaiage  of  the  Pree- 

ident  of  the  United  Slates  relative  to 

State  of  Texas.     Letter  troto  the  Secretary  of  War  relaUre  to  the  cod- 

dition  of  affuri  in  the.. . . 

Stale  of  Tela*.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasiiTy  le^ve  l« 

the  acconnUofthe, 

St.  Clair  Sats.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  eoclosing;  General 

Cram's  report  relative  to  the ■■ 

Steamer  Scotland.    Iiotter  ftoai  the  Secr^ary  ^  War  relative  to 

wreck  of  the 

Steamer  Evening  Star.    Iietter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  lYeasnry 

relative  to  the  losa  of  the -... 

Steamship  lUinoia,     Letter  tiom  the  Secretary  of  War  relatiTe  to 

pnrchaae  of  the 

Sunken  wreck  near  Sandy  Hook  ligfat-honse.    Letter  frcan  the  Secra- 

taiy  of  War  relative  lea 

Surratt,  John  H.     Message  from  the  Prewdent  of  the  United  States 


It  of.. 


le  Treasury  relaUve  In 
Taxes  paid  by  linking  associations.    Letter  iiroin  theSecretaiy  of  the 

TreasuiT  relative  to, 

Taxes  paid  by  banking  associations.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Trees aiy  relative  tc 


)r  from  the  Secrataiy  ol 

see.     Letter  from  (he  Poatmatler  General  relative 
mail  oontracton  in  the  State  of 
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Texu.    Letter  from  tbe  Bocratat;  of  Wu  rdative  to  tbe  condition  of 

affun  In  the  State  of 

Tbim.    LMter  from  the  Bacretary  of  the  TrsBcnr?  lelktire  to  the  Bc- 

nmnUofthe 

Tnnaxj,  truumitliiig  eatimatai  of  Additional  appropriationt  for  the 

fiMsI  je«T  ending  Join  X,  1667.    Letter  trom  the  8ecretar7  of  the. 
TTMsnry,  traiumitling  eitimatai  of  ^)propiiatioiui  leqaiied  for  the  aei- 

«ioeM  tbe  fiacal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1868.     Lottei  from  the Secre- 

IMTttftlte 

(See  gMteral  Index  of  thii  document) 

TriMorj,  nieuple  and  ezpeuditDroe  of  the,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 

JnneSO,  1866.     Letter  from  tbe  Seoreiar?  of  the 

Tnatoij,  tianiiDittiag  statemeat  of  the  names  of  penone  employed  in, 

and  Bspenditnntofthe  Coast  Surrey.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tnamij,  in  relation  (o  a  tile  for  a  ntarine  hospital  at  Chicago.    Lst- 

teiftom  the  Secietfiry  of  the 

TreMory,  relative  to  the  disbursement  of  tbe  fund  appropriated  to 

clerks  in  Treasaiy  Department.     Letter  from  the  Becrstai^  of  tbe... 
Traatnry,  tranamitling  a  report  upon  tbe  mineial  lesoDrces  of  tbe 

States  and  Territories  west  of  the  Socky  moontaius.    Letter  from 

the  Seetetaty  of  tbe 

Poftn  ateompangimg  (As  tame. 

Letter  from  J.  Bose  Browne,  special  commissiooer  for  the  collec' 

tion  oF  mining  statistics - 

Sk.  I .  Historical  sketch  of  g«ld  and  silver  mimnc  oo  the  Pacific  slope. 

Sec  8.   Qeological  formation,  &c.,  of  the  Padfic  slope 

Sec  3.   Coadiilon  of  Kold  and  silver  mining  on  the  Pacific  slope 

Sec4.   Besonrcesof  Nevada,  Oregon,  WashingtonTerritory,  Utah, 

UontaoA,  and  Idaho 

Sec.S.   Oeneralviewoftbe  mines  of  Nevada,  Washington  Territory, 

Utah,  Uontao*,  and  Idaho , 

Sec.5  A.   Tb«  copper  reaourees  of  tbe  Pacific  coast 

SscG.   Qnieksilver  mines  of  CaUfomia 

Sec  7.   Borax,  salphur,  tia,  and  coal ,. 

Sec  9.   Mining  rsKiOD I  popalation,  altldide,  Aa 

Sec. 9.   AnnatatedcatalogTieof the princii»lminenilapccies hitherto 
reeogniied  in  CaUromia,  and  the  adjoining  Stales  and  Territories, 

by  William  P.  Blake,  March,  1866 

Sac  10.   Law*  and  cnstoms  of  foreign  governments  in  relation  tc 

tbe  oecnpancy  of  mineral  land*  tna  tlw  working  of  mines 

Sec  1 1.   tuning  laws..... . ... 

Sec  12.   Books  on  Calilbruia  mines 

Address  on  tbe  history  of  California 

Treatnry,  transmitting  a  report  of  tbe  Commissioner  of  Internal  Reve- 
nue relative  to  collections  in  the  first  district  of  Illinois  for  penal- 
id  therein  during  1866.  Letter  from  the  Becielaiy  of  the. 
.namitting  copl^  of  all  drawback  regulations  prescribed 
mtger  tbe  internal  revenne  law.  Letter  from  the  Secretwr  of  the.. 
Treasury,  relative  to  the  disbursement  of  tbe  contingent  fund.     Letter 

frwn  the  Secraiary  of  the 

Tnasnry,  traiumittiiig  reports  relative  to  the  loss  of  tbe  steamer  Even- 
ing Star,     letter  from  the  SecrelAry  of  tbe 

Tisuary,tr«oaniitting  statement  relative  to  purchase  of  government 

seeorities.     Letter  firom  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe 

Treatorj,  ralative  to  the  amount  of  tales  paid  annually  by  national 

*""^'"g  associations.    Letter  firom  the  SecretaiT  of  the 

Tressm7,  relative  lo  the  accounts  of  the  State  of  Teiaa.    Letter  from 

tbs  8aerolai7  of  the 

Tntamj,  relative  to  revenue,  trade,  and  commerce  with  the  British 

profincas.    I^etter  from  tbe  Secretary  of  the 

TreMUT,  relative  to  tbe  amount  of  bonds  issued  to  the  Central  Pacific, 
snd  UM  to  the  Union  Pacific,  Bailroad  Company.  Iielter  fiom  tbe 
Sswettiyof  tfw 
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Treamrj,  relative  to  the  coit  of  the  UnioiL  Pacific  nilnwd.    Letter  of 

the  Secretary  of  the 

Treunry,  relative  to  taxes  paid  by  banking  BAHxriatiom.    Iiettsifrom 

the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  salary  tax  apon  cinka  to  posttnaaten.    Letter 

from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  trauamitting  list  of  clerks  employed  in  the  depaitmeut. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  relative  to  cotton  claims.  Letter  from  the  Secrelaly  of  the.. 
Treasury,  relative  to  the  disbursement  of  the  liinds  appropriated  as 

extra  compensation  to  clerks  in  that  deparlmenL    Letter  irom  the 

'Secretary  of  the 

Treasury,  on  the  condition  of  the  flnancea  of  the  government  for  the 

year  1986.     Annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 


Rtporli  and  JoeamtHU  aeisiMBy«ii|n^|f  lA« 
Secretary's  report 

Statement  No.  1.   DaUes, 


tbefii 


I,  and  pnblic  expendittlrea  durinir 

,  1866 

Eeceipta  and  expenditure!  for  the  quarter  ending 


Statement 
September 

Statement  No.  3.   The  indebtedneei  of  the  United  Stales 

Keport  of  the  CommissiDQer  of  Internal  Revenue ■ 

Report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency . ... 

Report  of  the  First  Comptroller 

Report  of  the  Second  Comptroller 

Keport  of  the  Commissioner  of  Customs .... 

Report  of  the  First  Auditor 

Report  of  the  Second  Auditor .. 

Eeportofthe  Third  Auditor 

Report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor 

Report  of  the  Fifth  Auditor 

Report  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Department 

R^wrt  of  the  Treasurer 

Report  of  Ibe  Register .... 

Report  of  the  Solicitor 

Report  of  the  Supervising  Architect 

Report  of  the  Light-house  Board 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey 

Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint 

Special  repin-1  upon  the  Uuit«d  States  branch  mint,  San  Franciaco, 
and  mutters  connected  Iheninitb .-■- 

StatemeDi  No.  4.  Gold,  silver,  and  copper  coinage  at  the  mint  of 
the  United  States  in  the  several  years  from  Its  establishment  in 
1792,  and  the  coinage  at  the  branch  mintx  and  the  New  York 
aasay  office,  from  thvir  organisation  to  June  30,  1866 

Statement  No.  5.  Exports  and  imports  of  coin  and  bullion  from  I621 
to  1SG6,  inclusive ;  also  the  excess  of  imparts  and  exports  during 
the  same  year 

ItutmctioDs  to  special  commissioners  to  collect  mining  statistics  in 
the  Slates  and  Territories  west  and  east  of  the  Rocky  mountains- . 

Beport  of  the  Supervising  Inspector  of  Steamboats 

Special  report  upon  the  can™  of  *''""  ' '  '"""  " 


IS  of  the  s 


Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics 

Statement  No.  6.  Amount  of  tbe  public  debt  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary in  each  of  the  years  from  1791  to  1842,  inclusive,  and  at 
various  dates  in  subsequent  years,  to  July  1,  1866 

Statement  No.  7.  Revenue  collected  from  the  beginning  of  tbe  gov- 
ernment to  June  3D,  1866,  under  the  several  beads  of  customs, 
internal  revenue,  direct  tax,  poslare,  public  lands,  and  miscella. 
neons  sonrces,  nltb  the  receipts  Som  loans  and  treasury  notes, 
and  the  total  receipts 


C"Si 


Suttment  No.  8.  Expendltore*  from  the  ba^nniafpof  tbe  fn-ren- 
■neat  to  Juh  30,  J666,  under  Iha  leve^  beadi  of  dvU  Utia, 
fbra'pi  Intercoone,  Navy  depsrtmant,  War  D«p>rtiaeDt,  pensiont, 
IndMii  depanment,  and  muc«lluieo(u,  with  tAointsrettuid  prin- 
dpal  of  tfae  pnblic  debt,  and  total  azpenilitDrM 

StatemcDt  Ko.il.  Domeitie  experts  fer  the  fiie^  refti  codinK  Jone 
30.1866 7?- 

SlaiemeDt  No.  10.  FoTsura  ezpoiti  for  the  flteal  year  andinir  Jnne 
■»,  1866 

Btalcment  Ho.  11.  Iroports  for  iIm  fiwal  year  endiofr  June  30,  1806.. 

Statanient  No.  19.  Foitign  loiiDBn,  eotrancei,  aiid  elearancei,  bj 
dittrielB,  forGwal  jMrMding  June  30,  1866 

StaMmeut  No.  13.  Foraini  tonnan,  eDtrancea  and  clearancea,  hj 
MHiDtriea.  for  tba  fiactJ  <r««r  «ndiiif[  Jdne  30,  1866 

StateDMnt  No.  14.  DoniMtio  toooage,  old  admeaaiiTeiiieiit,  bj  dU- 
trieti,  fbrtbeTMT  1886 

EtatemeQt  No.  16.  Doanetic  tonnage,  new  admeanirenient,  by  dls- 
tricto,  for  the  rear  laee 

Statement  Ho.  16.  QrosB  valae  of  tbe  exports  and  importa  from  the 
begmninff  of  therOTenunentto  JuneSO,  1866 

Statament  So.  17.  Foretgn  mercfaandiiie  hnported,  exported,  and 
ceninmad  anaoally  (ram  ISSl  to  1866.  with  the  population  ■■"* 
rate  of  consomptiOD  per  capit*  calculated  for  each  year 

Statement  No.  18.  Valae  of  domestic  produce  and  foreini  mercban- 
diie,  BxclniiTe  of  specie,  exported  annually  fiom  1821  to  iS6i 

Btatameat  No.  19.  Export  of  staple  products,  breadslufb,  proriaiona, 
oils,  and  animal  products  for  seven  yeara 

Statement  No.  SO.  Valoe  of  leading  article!  of  manofactnre  exported 
from  1847  to  1866 

EUlKatmt  No.  21.  Amonntof  tonnage  of  the  United  States  annually 
(rom  1789  to  1866,  incliuHve  j  alsa,  the  Tegialered  and  enrolled 
and  licensed  tonnage  employed  in  ilmm  naTigation  each  year 

Stalenenl  No.  SS.  Amount  expended  at  each  caatom-honse  in  the 
Ulited  States  during  the  Bseal  year  ending  June  30,  1866 

SutemeDt  Ho.  23.  Number  of  persona  employed  in  each  district  of 
tbe  United  States  for  the  collection  of  cuatoma  durinz  the  fiscal 
jttii  ending  Jum  30,  1666,  with  their  occupation  and  compen- 

Siatemeut  No.  S4.  Oeneral  remits  of  all  receipta  and  dispoea 
merehaiidiae  within  the  United  Slates  during  the  liscal  year  < 
ing  June30,  1866 

Statement  No.fiS.  Liabilities  of  tbe  United  States  to  various  Indian 
Iribea  nnder  stipnlatianB  of  treaties,  Aa 

Statement  No.  96.  Stocks  held  in  trust  by  the  United  States  for  the 
Chickaaaw  national  tani  and  tbe  Bmithsonian  Institution 

V. 

Ttuds.     Ueasage  frotn  the  President  of  the  United  States  relative  to 
uionnti  charged  to  the  dtate  Department  for  aervices  of  naval . . 

W. 

Wtr.    Animal  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

Paptri  aeeotnpaairiiif  (As  atoBS. 

Beport  of  Qensral  U.S. Grant,  commanding  mnj ■ 

K^wrt  otthe  Adjutant  General 

Bsport  of  the  Inspector  Oeneral 

Kejiort  of  the  Bureaa  of  Militarr  Jutiee 

BqMirt  of  the  QoarteiiDastar  Oeneral .■. 

PaftTt  Mwmfanpag  (As  aleve  rtpoH. 

1(6.1.  nuaneU)  stalameot 


No.  3.  B«p«»t  of  Brevet  Brigadiar  (}«iienl  James  A.  Ekin,  fint 

ttivi^on,  inpply  of  public  auinialB 

No.  3.  BepoTt  of  Bravet  Brigadier  General  Jamea  A.  Ekin,  cavali7 


Poftn  Mem^oaiFUV  tin  mom. 

Statement  of  nnifonn  dothlDjt,  camp  uid  ganiMn  equipage  not 

n»e(l  in  depot,  June  30,  1966 

StUement  of  damaged  and  UDEcrviceable  aiticles  sold  dnritig  the 

fiacal  jeai 

Statement  of  eipeme  on  accotint  of  closing,-  camp  and  garrison 

eqnipage  at  prindpal  depots  daring  the  fitcat  rear 

Statement  of  article*  iaenea  lo  the  Bureau  of  Eefogeee,  Preedmen, 

and  Abandoned  Lands ..- 

Statement  Bhowing  the  nnmber  of  returns  of  acfwaote  of  officen 

examined  and  lentlo  the  treMnij  for  final  aettlement 

Statement  of  claims  received 

No.5.  Third  diviaian,  (ocean  and  lake  transportaUon,)  report  of 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  Qeorge  D.  Wise 

Paftn  »ct«mpamfag  tkt  msu. 

List  of  TOBsels  owned 

List  of  vessels  cbariared 

Statement  of  propertj  sold 

Statement  of  captnred  vessels  during- the  war 

Statement  of  vessels  loet  or  destroyed  during  the  war 

Stalement  of  claims  presented,  audited,  and  lejected- 
No.6.  Fourth   divisioo,  (rail  and  river  transportalioD 
Colonel  Alezaoder Bliss...., 


transportation,)  report  of 


Paper*  tKtemfttiifimg  tht  nme. 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  troops  and  others  and  quanti- 
Ues  of  supplies  transported  durtoe  the  fiscal  jear 

Table  of  psyment*  made  during  the  fiscal  year  for  this  trans- 
poi  tation ..... 

Statement  showing  names,  lengths,  dec.,  and  r^lroads  opemtad 
by  the  United  Stales  dnrinp  the  war 

Statement  of  number  of  enginee  and  cars  purchased,  built,  and 


Statement  of  sales  of  militarf  railroad  property  for  cash  and  o 


'  indebtedness  of  the  several  rulroads  for  railroad 
material  sold  te  diem  by  the  United  States 

Statement  of  cost  of  materials  and  labor  performed  for  the  con- 
struction and  maintenance  of  way  on  the  United  States  military 
railroads  in  the  military  division  of  the  Mississippi 

Statement  showing  the  steamboats,  barges,  &c.,  belonging  to 
the  United  States  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  th^  dis- 
position and  proceeds  of  sale . 

Statement  of  saleB  of  cosl  belonging  to  trttnsportaUon  department 
on  the  western  waters  daring  the  fiscal  year 

List  of  boats  destroyed  on  the  Jiississipm  river  and  its  tribntaiies 
from  Hay,  1861,  to  the  surrender  of  General  Kirby  Smith  and 
cessation  of  hostilities 

List  of  vessels  chartered,  impressed,  and  employed  during  the 
fiscal  year 

Statement  exhibiting  in  detail  the  number  and  character  of  claims 
received  in  the  fourth  division  in  the  fiscal  year,  and  action 


i,.u;.,C()OJ^Ie 


NolT.  Beport  of  Brig»dier  0«iie»I  D.  C.  HeCallnm,  dlreclm  and 
dief  numsgeT  of  tuilitur  nilroadt  of  the  UniWd  Slates  during 
Oewu' 

Ko.6.  Report  of  Colonel  Anson  Slkger,  United  SUUi  militaiy  tele- 
iw»l> 

No.  9.  FifUi  dtririon,  (regnlar  inppliM  qnutemiBalai'i  departmant,) 
nport  of  Brindlw  Oeneral  S.L.  Brown 

NalO.  Sialh  oiviiion,  (bairacki  and  qoarten  and  oemetailsi,)  lo- 
port  «f  BnvM  Bripdler  General  J.J.Dana 

Faptrt  maomfrntitf  tht  mmu. 

Beport  In  lelation  to  eemetariea  dnring  the  Eacal  jtai 

S^bednle  of  actnal  or  contracted  or  eatimated  cast  of  tiw  Tarlotu 
ttemi  connected  with  the  dimntermeDt  and  remaimi  of  decMaed 

•oldiert  in  variona  aectioni  of  the  United  Btatea ..- 

Qrcnlar  to  chief  qoaitermaaten  on  the  rahject  of  bnrial  of  soldiera 

thnragfaont  the  United  Statee 

Idit  of  natioikal  cemeteries  in  the  neirhboThood  of  Wiahin^ton 
and  ID  TiTKioia  under  the  charse  of  lieutenant  Colonel  Jamea 

M.Moor»,i.<J.M 

Extract  from  report  of  Capt^n  E.  B.  Whitman  on  cemeterlee  of 

Middle  Tenneasee,  September  1,  IMS 

Ko.  II.  Sevenlb  and  ninth  diviiions,  (militarj  tmins  and  Incidental 
aUowancea,  recorda,  and  coTrespondenoe,)  report  of  Brevet  Brig- 
adier Oeneial  B.  C.  Card 

Puftn  attamfmifitig  tht  mum. 

Btatement  of  nnmber  and  amoont  of  cl^ma  rMelved,  paid,  and 

leoMuninff  on  hand  in  aarentii  dinaion  during  the  fiacal  year  . . 

Tbe  MUte  from  JdIv  1  to  September  30,  1866 

Ko.  12.  Statement,  wiUi  tables,  of  nnmber  of  wagona,  ambalanoeB, 
carta,  harneaa,  &,e.,  pOTchaaed,  fiibricated,  captured,  sold,  and 
expended  dnrins  the  nacal  yua,  aa  ahown  hj  leporta  of  offioera 
in  the  office  on  the  8th  inatajit . ... 

Ka.13.  Eighth  ^Tinon,  (inapedlon,)  report  of  Brevet  Brigadier 
General  a.  T.Butberiord 

Paper*  mcamtpmngint  tie  «nM. 

Uat  of  priodpal  d^ota,  with  namaa  of  offlcen  in  charge  during 

thefiecal  jeu 

Uat  of  intpectore  of  the  quartennaatei'a  deportmoit  during  the 

fiacal^resr 

IdSt  of  officen  who  hare  Mrved  aa  chief  qaartermBBlerB  of  anniea. 
lilt  of  officen  In  charge  of  diviaiuna  in  the  Qaaitennaater  Oeu- 

eral'a  office 

Uat  of  officers  who  have  aerved  aa  lenior  and  anperrliing  quarler- 

Dtaatenof  mllitarvdlTi^ons 

List  of  officMs  who  We  served  m  chief  quartermasters  of  corps., 
list  of  offioen  who  have  seired  ascbiefquajteimaatersofdiTisiona. 
list  of  officen  of  the  quaitennaater's  department  who  have  been 

prontoted  by  brevet 

Report  of  the  Commissary  Oeneial  of  Sabsislenee 

Beport  of  the  Surgean  Qeueral .... ........ . 

R^ort  of  the  PavnuisMr  General 

B^rt  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers . . 

Rtpoit  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance 

B^ert  of  the  Signal  Officer 

B^HKt  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Bureao  of  Befogees,  Freedmeu 

and  Abandoned  Lands 

Wsr,  Umnsmitttng  reports  of  Qoarterm aster  General,  Commissary  Oen- 
nal,  and  PaTmaster  General,  aa  to  amounts  ex]>endEd  in  sappressiDg 
ln£an  bos^llties  during  1664-'65.     Letter  from  the  Secretarj  of.... 


ToL      Ho.     Psge. 


.c., Google 


the  Secretaiy  ol 
War,  Iransmittins 

improTemeiit  of  the  hsrbor  at  Cbicajp).     Letter  from  tbe  BecretMy  ol 
Wu,  tiBosmitUng  iDrormatioD  respFcUDK  tbe  protection  of  the  rontei 

across  the  coctioeot  to  the  Pacific  from  molestaUon  by  botlUe 

Indtaoi.    Letter  from  the  Secmtuy  of ■  - .  .  • — 

War,  traosmitUog  a  report  on  the  suSjeot  of  the  enrrejB  of  the  Bock 

and  lllinoia  riTeiB  .. .-. 

War,  relative  to  porchaiei  bj  the  Ordnance  department    Letter  from 

the  Secretai;  of 

War,  relative  to  contract!  bj  the  Qaartermaater  Genernri  depaitmenL 


antboritlea.     Letter  fium  tha  Semtar;  of.. 
War,  relative  to  the  wreck  of  the  eteamer  ScoU»nd.     Letter  from  the 

Seeretarj  of 

War,  relative  to  contract!  bj  the  Engineer  deQartmenL    Letter  from 

the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  the  ihip  channel  of  the  Patapaco  river.    Letter  from 

the  Secretary  of ••■ 

War,   transmlttiiig  lejwrta  of  inspection  by  Qenerali  Rtuling  and 

Haien.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of . . ..... . 

War,  relative  to  the  New  Orleana  riota.    Letter  frou  the  Secretary  of.. 
War,  trarumitting  atatement  of  arms  maDofactiired  and  repaired,  and 

expenditaree  made  at  the  Springfield  armory.   Letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of 

War,  relative  to  contraeta  for  fire-aim*  made  since  April,  1864.    Letter 

from  the  Secretary  of. 

War,  relative  to  small-armi  maonfoctnred  at  the  Springfield  ai 

and  purchased  elsewhere.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  transmitting  a  report  by  the  Chief  of  EoKineers  respecting  certain 

pnblic  works.    Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,   transmitting  report  oi  the  Chief  of  Engineer*,   with  General 

Warren's  reportof  Ibesnrveys  of  the  Upper  lUssisslppi  river  and  its 

tribntariee.    Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  ot 

War,  mlatlTe  to  tbe  4a«e  of  HIchael  HcUonn'a  cUutn  for  services  of  the 

barge  Charles  Warner.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  relative  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Texae.    Letter  from  the 

Secretary  of. 

War,  tronamilting  Qmeral  Cram's  report  on  the  St.  Clair  flat*.    Letter 

from  the  Secretary  of- .. 


War,  transmitting  report*  relative  to  harbor  i: 

llichigan.    LeUer  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  twumitting  infbrmaUon  relative  to  the  riot  at  Norfolk,    Letter 

from  the  SecTBtary  of 

War,  transirutting  a  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineer!  relative  to  a  annken 

wreck  near  Sandy  Hook  light-hanse.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of. 
War,  transmittingareportoftheChiefofEn^eertof  tbesnrvay  and 

improvement  at  the  rapids  of  the  Xiwiiaippi  river.    Letter  frotn  the 

Secretary  of. 

War,  relative  to  the  harbor  of  Ontonagon.     Letter  from  the  Secr*- 

War,  relative  to  the  survey  of  PlattsbnrK  harbor.  Letter  from  itbe 
Secretary  of. 

War,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Chief  of  En^neer*  relative  to  the*iir- 
vey  of  Hell  Qate,  New  York.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

War,  tranimitting  report  of  the  survey  and  improvement  of  tbe  Eenno- 
bee  and  Penohicoi  rivers.     Letter  from  tbe  Secretary  of ... 

War,  tnuumitting  a  correspondence  between  the  commandant  of  tbe 
Angosta  arsenal  and  the  president  of  tbe  Augusta  and  Snmmerville 
railroad.     Letter  from  the  Secretary  of ..... ....... 

War,  rtiaUve  to  tbe  issue  of  ration*  to  persons  not  be]ollgir^[  to  the 
army.    letter  from  the  Secretary  of | 
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War,  truwmitliiig  report  of  Qoneral  Ingklla'a  inipection  made  in  18G8. 

LMtar  from  the  Secrstiir;  of. 

Vafren,  Hiy'ar  Gttier>]  0.  K.,  relative  to  the  flnireji  of  the  Upper 

Miuiuippi  river  uid  its  tiibntarie*.     Beport  of 

Vine*  firaid  Cadii,  Spain.    HemKe  fnim  the  President  of  the  Uniled 

Sum  relative  to  the  importation  of i 


Yirdi  and  Docki,  of  the  oparationa  of  hia  bnreaii  dnrinf;  the  yeat  end- 
JDgJnneSO,  1866.     Beport  of  the  chief  of  the  Bnreao  of. 

Fmftn  mccomfamgiMg  tkt  oIvm  nfvrt. 

A. — Qeneral  eatimatei  for  ;arda  and  dockl 

No.  1.  Getimste  for  the  rapport  of  the  bnrean 

No.  S,  Eatjmate  for  officers  and  others  at  yards  and  statiODs ... 

So.  3.  StKteinmt  showing  the  sums  wbich  make  op  the  first  ileni  of 

Tarda  and  Docks  A 

So.  4.  EatimMe  for  improrement  and  repwrs  at  jards  and  stations- . 
No.  5.  &tiii]>te  for  repairs  of  all  kinds,  showing  the  sams  which 

make  np  the  amoonts  tinder  this  head  in  Yards  and  Docks  No.  4.- 
Ko.  6.  Statement  of  expenditures  under  the  head  of  contingent  daring 

tlie  past  fiacol  jear,  and  estimates  for  the  same  for  the  fiscal  jear 

endine  June  30, 1868 

Ko.  7.  EatimAtaa  of  appropriationt  under  the  cognisance  of  the 

Bnrean  of  Tarda  and  Doeka,  required  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal 

year  aoding  Jane  30,  1868 

No.  8.  Abstract  of  offers  for  snpptiee  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 

30,1867 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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39THCiivoRBJ^s,  (        HOUSE  OF  RKPRESENTATIVES.        (  Kx.  Doc. 
■idSiuio*.      (  I    No.  76. 


MESSAGE 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


JANUARY  29,   1867, 


THE  PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  MEXICO, 


1  IIRSOI.UIIO!!  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  DF.CEMBKB  (,  UK). 


WASHINGTON; 

UOVEXNMSNT     PRINTING     OFPICB. 
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MESSAGE 

PROM  THE 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 


i:f  ANSWER  TO 


A  retointion  of  iht  Houte  of  December  4.  la$t,  retative  to  ike  pretCHt  ronditioit 
of  Mexico. 


Feuimrv  1,  I8GT. — Referred  lo  the  Committee  on  FereignAITaii8Midord«Tei3  to  be  printed. 


To  tie  HtMue  of  Repreientativet : 

Id  compliance  with  tiie  reBolntion  of  the  Honse  of  Eepresentatii'eB  of  the 
4lh  of  December  lost,  roquesting  infonnatioii  npoa  ibe  present  conditioii  of 
afeirB  in  the  republic  of  htexieo,  and  with  one  of  the  ISth  of  the  same  month, 
detiriof;  me  to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Kepre^entatives  copies  of  all  cor- 
nr9pnnd«nce  on  the  subject  of  the  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French  troops, 
not  before  officially  publjglied,  I  transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  ihe  papers  accompanying  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

Washington,  January  29,  1S67. 


Dbpabtmrnt  op  Statb, 

Washington,  January  SD,  1867. 

The  Secretary  uf  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Hoose  of 
Representatives  of  tho  4th  of  December,  1866,  requesting  the  President,  "  if 
in  Lie  opinion  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  to  communicate  to  this 
SnuK  any  correspundence  or  other  information  in  possession  of  the  government 
rehtire  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  oar  sister  republic  of  Mexico,  and 
specially  any  letters  of  the  minister  at  Washington  from  said  republic,  and  the 
I'rench  minister  relating  thereto ; "  also  the  resolution  of  the  18ih  of  December, 
l^G,  reqneBting  the  President  "  to  communicate  to  this  house  copiea  of  all' 
urrespondence  on  the  sulyect  of  the  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French 
tmops  which  has  not  heretofore  been  officially  published,"  has  the  honor  to  lay 
Wforc  the  President  tlte  papers  mentioned  in  the  subjoined  list. 

Respectfully  sobmitted: 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

The  PRBSIDB.NT. 
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Se^oT  RomtTO  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translatlan.  ] 
Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  op  America, 

Wathington,  March  20,  1SC6. 
Mr.  Sbcrbtabv  :  I  have  the  bonor  to  enclose  you  gome  extracts  from  tlie 
Houiteur  Univerdel,  of  Faru,  contabiag  that  portion  of  deputy  Glais-Bizoin'a 
Bpeech  in  the  French  legi^tatnre  on  the  27lh  of  February  laat,  during  the  de- 
bate on  the  discouree  from  the  throne  in  relation  to  Mexican  afiairs.  I  also 
enclose  with  this  note  the  brief  diecussion  of  the  same  subject  in  the  bouee,  on 
the  2d  instant,  when  Mr.  Itouher's  (the  minielcr  of  state)  proposal  in  regard  to 
the  Mexican  expedition  was  adopted,  and  the  debate  upon  it  reserved  for  a  future 
occasion,  againat  the  protests  of  the  opposition.  Tlie  pretext  alleged  by  Mr. 
Rouher  to  avoid  debate  on  Mexican  affaii-s  wa»,  tliat  certain  commuuicatioiis  to 
the  BO'called  government  of  Maximilian  had  not  been  answered  yet,  and, of  coume, 
no  report  could  be  made  to  the  house  concerning  them.  Thus,  instead  of  postpon- 
ing tbediscussion  of  ibe  paragraph,  the  controling  influence  of  the  imperial  govern- 
ment caused  the  vote  to  be  taken,  and  the  proposal  was  adopted. 

I  refraiu  from  comment  on  tbis  etrange  proceeding,  because  I  think  it  auuc- 
ceasary. 

I  profit  by  the  opportonity  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  aeenranccs  of 
my  most  dietiDguishcd  consideration. 

M.  ROM£RO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  ^.,  ^. 
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Ur.  Glais-Bizoin,  having  eccni'cd  the  flnnr,  rises  and  saye : 

Gb.vtlbmbn:  The  decree  of  the  S4th  of  November  has  granted  na  the 
tight — for  we  are  now  living  in  the  reign  of  grant?,  like  the  Restoration,  a 
reign  very  unlike  the  noble  and  generous  American  eystem,  that  leuves  the  peo- 
ple lo  enjoy  their  rights  and  the  President  to  do  good  or  ovi!  for  four  years — 
I  tty  this  decree  has  granted  us  the  right  to  express  our  sentiments  concerning 
the  management  of  affairs  to  the  chief  power,  to  show  him  our  wishes  and  the 
nece.-sitiea  of  the  country ;  and  it  is  now  our  duty  to  speak  truth  where  flattery 
hu  prevailed. 

To  accomplish  this — and  here  I  agree  with  Mr.  Pamard,  and  it  is  perhaps  the 
onl^  thing  in  which  we  agree,  (laughter,] — eloquence  is  not  necessary  ;  but  we 
mnjt  have  that  huly  love  of  liberty,  dearer  to  us  than  life  itself,  and  without 
which  WR  would  consent  to  that  moral  decay  in  which  onr  country  is  kept, 

when  it  should  be  the  leader  in  progress [Jlurmurs  and  exclamations  is 

different  directions.] 

Grammb  UK  Cassagnac.  This  is  too  bad  !     We  will  not  stand  such  abuael 

Prefiidi^nt  Walbwsue.  Mr.  Glais-liizoin,  I  shall  have  to  call  you  to  order  if 
yon  go  on  so.     I  hope  you  will  consider  my  advice.     [Good !  good !] 

GlaisHizgin.  Much  obliged  to  yau,  Mr.  President  I  was  going  to  say, 
when  it  should  be  the  leader  in  progress  and  emancipation. 

Whatever  strength  this  sentiment  givea  me,  I  am  embarrassed  hy  the  multi- 
plicity of  questions  suggested  by  the  discourse  from  the  Crown.  The^e  ques- 
tions are  confused  by  a  fault  in  the  constitution  that  denies  us  the  right  oi  in- 
troducing a  bill,  and  the  power  of  distribuling  the  business  equally  through  the 
eeMion,  and  discussing  the  plans  and  projects,  as  was  formerly  done,  and  is  still 
practiced  in  all  representative  parliamentary  governments. 

Bat  we  are  compelled  to  accept  the  situation,  whatever  it  may  he,  aad  to  make 
the  best  of  it  or  the  worst  of  it.     [Smiles  in  parts  of  the  house.] 

These  questions  may  be  ranged  into  two  categories  :  accidental  quesliona,  such 
13  of  finsnccs  and  foreign  affairs,  and  questions  of  a  permanent  interest,  touching 
oar  hbertics,  which  cannot  he  solved  without  implicaling  the  constitution.  Let 
ns  consider  the  first. 

Theauthor  of  iheOrown  speech  glances  over  the  political  globe,  wherever  French 
arms  are  engaged,  and  with  the  satisfaction  of  the  God  that  speaks  in  the  book 
of  Genesis,  says  :  "Heboid,  my  work  is  very  good!" 

Bklmontkt,  He  is  right. 

6lai3-Bizo[\.  What  does  Mr.  Belmontet  say  ? 

BblmontkT.  I  say  he  is  right,  the  Emperor  Napoleon.     [Approving  laugh.] 

Glais-Bizoin.  But  he  turns  away  from  Poland,  once  the  object  of  his  solici- 
toJe,  where  a  death-like  silence  reigns. 

On  beholding  our  former  friend  and  ally  in  the  north  devoured  by  the  double- 
headed  eagles  of  Prussia  and  Austria,  he  is  pleased  and  grieved.  Oan  the  min- 
ister uf  state  explain  these  contradictory  emotions  1 

At  Rome,  in  Italy,  the  work  is  good.  The  convention  of  the  flfteenth  of  Sep- 
tember will  be  enforced. 

Gentlemen,  we  are  about  to  quit  Rome,  where  we  went  to  save  the  Pope,  and 
robbed  him  of  two- thirds  of  his  domain,  just  lessening  his  wordly  cares  by  two- 
thirds.     [LAugbter  and  applause.] 

We  quit  Rome  with  the  hate  of  tho  ultra- clerical  party  that  called  us,  and  the 
hale  of  Romans  who  never  saw  armed  foreigners  before  within  their  walls,  and  I 
thank  them  for  it.  We  quit  Rome,  hated  by  the  republican  party,  because  !''rance 
put  it  down.  And,  finally,  we  quit  Rome  after  spending  more  than  four  hundred 
millions  there,  the  abundant  fruits  of  that  expedition. 
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We  went  to  Cochin  China  to  please  the  nltra-clerical  party,  and  now  we  are 
ob%ed  to  Btay  there.     Algeria  is  the  only  place  where  we  are  not  proKreesing. 

'Hie  author  of  the  Crown  epeech  [iotenupted  by  several  membors  :  Why  don't 
you  say  the  emperor?]  glancing  towards  Mexico,  Fays  again:  "  Behold,  my  work 
ia  very  good  !  there  is  a  government  tnadfi  by  the  will  of  the  people,"  and  let 
me  add,  by  40,000  French  bayonet b.     [Sundry  exclamal ions  ]     Gentlemen,  that 

President  Walewski,  Mr.  Glais-Bizoin,  I  call  you  to  order ;  not  by  40,000 
bayonets,  but  by  the  will  of  all  tbe  French  people, 

GuBROiTLT.  Does  the  gctillemau  mean  Mexico  t 

Jules  Favre.  He  is  called  to  order  on  tlie  emperor  Mdximilian'a  account. 

Glais-Bfzoin.  I  thiuk  there  is  a  mistake,  Mr.  President,  a  misunderstanding 
on  your  part,  and  I  would  like  to  proceed  with  my  speech. 

President  Walewski.  We  do  not  hear  you;  speak  louder,  and  there  will 
be  no  mistake. 

Glais-Bizoim.  I  thought  so,  Mr.  President.  What  I  stated  was  a  fact.  I 
was  saying  that  the  Emperor,  in  speaking  of  the  government  founded  by  the 

Maonin.  In  Mexico? 

Glais-Bizoin.  Yes,  in  Mexico. 

Several  Voices.  Why  didn't  yon  say  so,  then  1 

Glais-Bizoin.  I  began  the  aenlence  by  saying :  Glancing  towards  Mexico 

Several  Members.  Wc  did  not  hear  tiiat  part. 

PicciOM.  As  there  was  a  mistake,  I  hope  the  call  to  order  will  not  appear 
in  the  report, 

Glai5-B[Z01N.  They  say  that  order  reigns  in  Mexico.  Yes,  order  is  main- 
tained by  Belgian  and  Auatrinu  troops,  paid  with  money  taken  from  the  purses 
of  our  tax -payers  ;  maintained  by  Turcos,  who  give  no  quarter;  so  the  Moni- 
tcur  says — boiTJd  thought  1 — [murmurs ;)  maintained  by  our  brave  soldiers,  that 
an  abominable  decree  has  converted  into  butchers  for  Maximilian.  Ah,  I  thank 
Marshal  Bazaiiie  for  refusing  to  execute  the  decree,  and  thus  saving  our  flag 
from  a  stain  that  could  never  have  been  washed  out. 

They  eay  the  Mexican  government  is  becoming  strong.  That  cxpres^^ion 
may  quiet  ihe  official  world,  but  it  will  not  satisfy  the  anxiety  of  the  business 
world  and  those  sound  minds  who  compare  this  expedition  with  the  Spanish 
war,  one  of  the  causes  of  iLc  fall  of  the  first  empire.  [Ub  I  oh  !]  Gentlemen, 
you  all  know  the  history  of  the  £rst  empire.  The  war  with  Spain  was  culled 
memorable  by  a  senate  that  did  not  bury  all  cowardice.     [Noise.] 

History  will  have  a  bard  page  for  ibis  expedition.  It  will  tell  how  foolish 
it  was,  and  show  tbe  diplomatic  duplicity  that  caused  it.  To  see  this  we  have 
only  to  refer  to  tbe  diplomatic  correspondence  of  1859  between  tbe  French  and 
Spanish  (;overnmcnts,  and  more  particularly  to  the  despatcli  of  tbe  minister  of 
foreign  affairs  in  1861  to  Count  Flahaut,  our  ambassador  to  England,  in  which 
the  Maximilian  affair  is  discussed.  You  must  next  read  the  tripartite  couvea- 
tion  to  satisfy  claims  on  Mexico.  Sec  Article  2,  where  it  says  tbe  high  con- 
tracting parties  bind  tbemselves  not  to  exert  any  influence  upon  tbe  internal 
affairs  of  tbe  Mexican  government. 

The  allii'S  had  no  sooner  appeared  at  Vera  Cruz  than  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment called  for  quarter,  nnd  tbe  treaty  of  Soledad  was  eonclnded,  Mexico 
granting  all  claims  demanded.  But  tbe  French  government  refused  to  honor 
the  signature  of  her  representative,  one  of  the  most  noted  personages  in  our 
country,     [Interruptions J     Do  you  deny  it  1     He  was  made  eenalor. 

Mi.\iSTEROP  State.  You  are  mistaken;  you  are  not  acquainted  with  the  facts. 

Glais-Bizoin.  Our  allies  left  us,  because  they  ^id  not  wish  to  destroy  agov- 
cniment  afler  tbey  had  promised  to  respect  it,  and  place  an  Austrian  prince 
upon  the  throne. 
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General  Prim's  remarkable  letter  foretold  wbat  has  happened.     [Ironical  ex- 
clamations.]    Your  disturbnnce  shows  yon  have  not  read  that  letter,  for  it  pre- 
dicted our  present  difficnltiea. 
A  MftMBBR.  Vi'e  are  in  no  present  difficulties. 

Glais-Bizoin.  Our  allies,  I  say,  left  ne,  because  they  would  not  violate  a 
folemn  promise  not  to  interfere  with  the  internal  government  of  Mexico,  and 
irould  not  join  France  in  exacting  reimboiecmeut  of  worthless  credits  of  a 
banker  whose  name  has  become  famous. 
A  Membbr.  They  did  not  want  to  share  in  oar  glory. 

Bi.Ai^Bizoi\.  General  Lorencez  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  the  array  was 
cwfllnittly  increased  by  the  accession  of  those  Almonte  and  Ramirez  traitors. 

Baru.v  Be.noist.  You  are  aiding  our  enemies  ,-  you  are  firing  npoa  our  flag. 

Glai.s-1)izoi\.  Those  traitors  who  arc  not  ashamed  of  the  infamy  that  hangs 
In  fhoee  who  turn  agiainst  their  country  or  join  its  enemies.  When  we  are 
stopped  at  Pucbia,  the  cry  is  :  "The  honor  of  Prance  is  at  slake  !"  Then  Gen- 
em  Bazaine,  now  marshal,  with  40,000  men,  tDvades  Mexico  ;  a  few  towns  are 
talcD,  and  a  vote  is  polled,  when,  lo !  the  name  of  Maximilian  comes  out  of  the 
nni;  and  agninat  this  unrighteous  electioa  the  Mexicans  have  been  protesting, 
Titb  arms  in  their  hands,  for  three  long  years,  end  with  an  eamestneee  I  shonld 
like  lo  have  seen  in  those  men  who  were  called  the  brigands  of  the  Loire  in  1314. 

Ye),  ilie  Mexicans  are  protesting  against  that  sham  election,  and  they  are 
jnined  in  their  protest  by  that  great  nation  called  the  United  States.  While 
acknowledging  our  right  to  make  war  to  obtaiu  due  satisfaction,  the  govcra 

menl  at  Washington  reminds  u  a  of  the  convention,  and  says,  "We  allow  that 

[loud  exclamations.] 

Babo.\  Bk.noist.  We  don't  want  the  consent  of  the  United  States.  We 
Jon'l  intend  to  cringe  to  them. 

GLAfs-Brzo).\.  The  United  States  say  to  us,  "We  confess  your  right  to  de- 
mand ?atisfaciion ;  bnt,  as  yon  would  not  be  pleased  to  see  ns  set  np  a  republic 
ou  joar  borders,  we  an:  noL  plea-rcd  to  sec  you  set  up  a  monarchy  on  ours,  and 
C(inip<-1  us  to  keep  a  standing  army,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions." 
Xoihiiig  is  more  sorrowful  than  the  last  despatches  of  the  minister  of  foreign 
iSkirs,  who  tries  to  destroy  the  efiect  of  the  imperial  letter  by  resorting  to  all 
the  CQuning  of  diplomatic  language,  and  to  prove  that  we  have  not  violated 
article  two  of  the  London  convention,  and  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  France 
lokcep  Maximilian  on  his  throne  by  force.  But  how  ore  we  to  get  out  of  the 
scrape  ?  If  we  had  a  parliamentary  government  the  issue  would  be  very  easy 
[disturbance  in  different  places.] 

Baro.n  Brnoist.  In  that  case  we  would  make  peace  at  all  cost! 

Glais-Bizi>i\.  If  a  ministry  had  advised  that  expedition,  it  would  have  been 
[intdoH-n  long  ago  by  the  indignation  of  the  bouse  and  the  people.  [Pshaw!  hush 
np!j  They  would  have  said  to  the  government,  "You  have  engaged  France  in 
tbe  affair;  now  withdraw  her  and  substitute  your  false  pride  and  your  false  honor," 
[Soisy  exclamations.] 

But  bow  arc  yon  to  get  ont  of  it  now  t  It  is  not  my  business ;  it  is  yours. 
'.Vh !  ah  !  ]  But  I  am  wi!liiig  to  acknowledge  the  expedition  as  a  blessing  of 
Providence,  whatever  may  he  its  consequences — war  or  peace — provided  it 
serves  as  a  warning  lesson  to  my  country,  that  boB  HO  Boon  forgotten  tbe  causes 
ofmin  to  the  first  empire — the  result  of  a  personal  government;  and  if  it  will 
only  remember  in  future  that  the  greatest  danger  to  a  nation  is  to  trust  its  des- 
&y  to  the  will  of  a  ningle  iudividual.  [Exclamations.] 

Bklmii.ntel.  All  France  protests  ! 

Preiidcnt  Walewski.  Yon  must  perceive,  Mr.  Glais-Bizoin,  that  you  wound 
ike  feelings  of  tbe  house. 

Many  Voh'ES,  You  are  right;  that  is  so. 

JuLBs  Favbs.  We  did  not  meet  hero  to  compliment  each  other. 
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Lfgielattve  chambers,  seasioii  of  Friday,  March  2,  1S66,  Count  WalcweVi 
presiding. 

President.  Walbwski.  I  will  read  paragraph  3  of  the  address: 

"Oar  Mexican  expedition  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  country  is  pleased 
with  the  prospect.  Forced  to  undertake  the  expedition  for  the  protection  of 
one  citi:{eus  against  violence,  and  to  demand  aatisfactioii  for  real  injuries,  oar 
soldiers  and  sailors  have  gallantly  achieved  the  task.  Your  Majesty  trusted  to 
their  devotion.  This  expedition  ia  another  proof  of  ihe  power  of  France  in  dis- 
tant countries.  The  people  of  the  United  States  who  have  long  known  the 
loyalty  of  our  policy,  and  have  always  had  our  sympathy,  ought  not  to  be 
offended  at  the  appearance  of  our  troops  on  Mexican  soil.  To  recall  tbem  at 
the  instance  of  the  United  States  would  be  tn  yield  onr  rights  and  tarnich  onr 
honor.  You,  eire,  have  the  care  of  them,  and  the  legislative  a^^semhly  knows 
yon  will  preserve  them  with  a  solicitude  worthy  of  Prance  and  of  your  name." 

The  miuieter  of,  state  takes  the  floor: 

RouHER.  The  Mexican  question  is  seen  from  two  points  of  view — from 
France  and  the  United  States,  and  from  France  and  Mexico,  and  they  cannot 
be  separated;  if  they  could,  then  the  Mexico. United  States  question  could  be 
easily  discassed.  All  the  despatches  relating  to  it  have  been  published,  and 
everything  is  known ;  the  faouee  can  soon  form  its  opinion.  As  regards  Mexico 
especially,  the  French  government  has  sent  communications  to  the  government 
of  Maximilian ;  but  the  great  dialance  has  not  yet  permitted  a  reply. 

For  tliat  reason  I  mentioned  in  the  pamphlet  of  diplomatic  despatches  dii- 
tributed  to  the  assembly  that  the  Mexican  correspondence  would  be  published 
hereafler.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  then  to  dwell  on  iho  impoesibility  of  pub- 
lishing despatches  that  have  not  yet  been  received.     [Good.] 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  government  then  that  the  house  do  not  take  op  the 
Mexican  question  at  present;  it  will  naturally  come  up  in  the  course  of  the 
session.  The  government  is  as  anxious  as  the  house  or  the  people  are  to  take 
it  up,  hut  it  wishes  it  to  be  done  thoroughly  and  at  a  proper  time.  That  time 
has  uot  yet  come,  and  I  think  the  honse  will  agree  with  me  whan  I  ask  that 
the  pariigraph  be  adopted  without  debate. 

Manv  Voices.  Yes,  yes!     Put  it  to  the  vote. 

FiCARD.  I  ask  permission  to  make  a  few  remaiks. 

President  WALKWSKt.  Mr.  Picard  has  tlie  floor. 

Ernest  Picard.  As  the  interest  of  the  country  is  concerned  in  this  question 
I  will  consent  to  the  postponement  of  its  discussion,  and  I  hope  the  honse  will 
approve  of  it. 

Perhaps  the  minister  of  state  will  think  proper  to  fix  a  day  for  the  discussion 
of  the  qncHtion  as  soon  as  the  Jlexican  correspondence  sh.ill  be  received,  before 
the  debate  on  the  appropriations.     [Koisc  in  several  partii  of  the  house.] 

BuLMu.NTKT.  The  question  may  come  up  when  the  contingent  expcuses  are 
discussed. 

Er.nest  PrcARD.  We  presented  an  amendment;  another  was  offered  by  the 
majority. 

President  WalHwskI.  It  has  been  withdrawn. 

Ernest  Picard.  Our  amendment  is  in  order ;  we  maintain  it,  but  are  willing 
to  defer  the  discussion. 

Sbvkral  MiiMKRRS.  It  cannot  be  !    The  address  must  be  put  to  the  vote. 

President  WaluwskI.  I  do  not  understand  Mr.  Picard.  The  amendment 
is  either  maintained  or  withdrawn ;  if  h  is  maintained,  it  must  be  discuescd  and 
put  to  vote. 

SuvBBAL  Mbmrbbs.  This  is  right  and  logical. 
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Fre^idcnt  Walbwsbi.  Yon  cannot  defer  an  amendmont  to  the  addrcsa,  wlien 
it  u  to  be  voted  on  finally.  [That  is  evident.]  I'ou  must  do  one  of  two  things ; 
eitber  withdraw  the  amendment  or  let  it  be  discnB«ed  ;  take  jour  choice. 

Es.^ EST  1*1  CAS D.  The  presidentwill  permitmetosaythathehaB not  properly 
»1i(»t  ihe  qaestion.  I  do  not  think  it  becomes  the  dignity  of  the  Lousu  to  settle 
the  great  Mexican  question  definitely,  as  the  president  proposes,  without  dis- 
ca»»iiig  it  The  paragraph  of  the  address  therefore  ought  to  be  expunged.  [No, 
DO ![  I  insist  that  it  be  expunged,  as  it  does  not  express  the  voici;  of  the  bouse ; 
■nd  I  cannot  believe  it  will  retain  an  opinion  on  tbe  most  serious  of  all  tbc 
qne^tinna  in  the  address,  without  a  profound  discussion  of  its  merits. 

President  Walewski.  You  mean  then  that  you  want  your  amendment  de- 
huei. 

Ek\bst  Picard.  Allow  me  to  explain.  It  ia  evident  that  both  llie  house 
aud  the  government  widli  the  address  to  express  the  truth  of  facta,  and  as  this 
uunol  \je  reached,  tbe  discussion  should  be  deferred ;  and  if  wu  I'etained  the 
paragraph  in  the  address,  without  its  discussion,  we  would  not  be  understood 
abroad. 

President  Walbwski.  Then  you  will  vote  against  the  paragraph. 

t^RNEST  PiCABD.  Certainty  we  will  vote  against  tbe  par.igrapb  ;  but  we  can- 
Dot  withdraw  our  amendincnt.  And,  oa  I  said  at  first,  we  will  not  insist  on  its 
di^cas^ion  now  if  it  ia  against  the  interest  of  the  country,  as  they  tell  us. 

President  WALsn'SEi.  You  do  not  withdraw  your  amendment,  therefore  I 
mo^t  propose  its  discussion. 

Er.\E9T  Picard.  It  must  bo  referred  to  the  committee. 

Segbis.  I  ask  to  be  heard  on  the  question. 

President  VValbwsei.  You  may  speak. 

Seubis.  I  have  but  a  siugle  remark  to  make.  This  question,  gentlemen, 
i^ati  to  me  of  tlie  greatest  moment.  Our  diacuBeions  are  heard  by  all  of  Europe. 
Well,  what  ia  the  present  situation  1  We  have  just  beeu  told  that  "  the  Mexi- 
nin  question  is  in  such  a  condition  that  its  discussion  at  this  time  would  he  se- 
riomly  improper ;  that  despatches  have  been  sent,  but  it  is  not  known  if  tbey 
n^ached  their  destination.  To  discuss  that  question  now  would  only  cause  con- 
tutha  and  perhaps  render  its  solution  more  difficult.  We  request,  therefore, 
that  the  diecnasion  be  deferred,  to  be  taken  up  at  a  later  day,  either  hefora  tbe 
diMusaion  of  the  budget  or  at  that  time."  That  is  what  the  minister  of  state 
(aid  iu  the  name  of  the  government.  Now  I  ask  him  how  he  can  reconcile  a 
proposal  BO  just  and  reasonable  with  an  immediate  vote  upon  a  paragraph  to 
whlth  two  amendments  have  been  proposed,  and  which  is  of  such  great  import- 
ance.   If  all  wish  the  discussion  to  be  deferred [IntcrppeitionT] 

President  Walbwsei.  You  don't  wish  the  paragraph  to  be  voted  on  then  1 

Sbobis.  Excuse  me,  lllr.  President.  I  would  like  an  explanation  from  tbo 
ontors  of  tbe  goTernmcnt.  I  believe  the  minister  of  state  intended  simply  to 
tuy :  As  this  question  cannot  be  properly  discussed  at  present,  it  had  better  bo 
[x'l'tponed,  and  I  therefore  propose  its  postponement.  Now  I  ask  you, is  voting 
on  tlie  paragraph  equivalent  to  postponing  it  I 

Maw  vuices.  Itefer  it  to  the  committee. 

Roi'HBR,  minister  of  state.  Gentlemen,  I  do  not  deny  the  impropriety  of  voting 
■pon  a  question  without  previous  discussion.  It  is  the  usual  cusiom  in  legisla- 
tire  assemblies  to  diiicuss  every  question  thoroughly  before  it  is  put  to  the  vote ; 
bat  this  is  no  commou  question,  and  a  vote  on  the  address  will  not  prevent  a  full 
discussion,  at  a  proper  time,  of  all  questions  relating  to  Mexico. 

A  Me.mbeb.  We  mnst  have  an  opinion,  or  we  cannot  vote. 

President  Walewski.  No  interruption  ! 

The  Uimsteb  op  State.  Inquestiousof  thiakindexplnaations  intiTchanged 
between  the  government  and  the  house  are  the  safeguard  and  dignity  of  each, 
Sow,  what  do  we  say  to  the  house  1    A  debate  on  the  policy  of  the  government 
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towarde  Mexico,  and  on  its  recent  proposals  to  tlie  govermnent  of  the  emperor 
MaximiliaD,  not  yet  heard  from,  seems  to  mo  to  be  entirely  premature. 

We  ask  the  house  to  postpone  it ;  and,  to  facilitate  its  complete  development, 
the  government  will  submit  the  dcBpatclies  since  the  last  sesaion,  not  in  the  Yel- 
low Book,  to  (he  consideration  of  the  legislative  assembly. 

Bat  the  dipconrse  of  the  Throne  has  expressed  a  thought  that  the  expedition 
was  drawing  to  a  close ;  and  that  thought  is  common  to  the  government  and 
the  legislative  assembly.  In  fact,  it  is  the  thought  of  pnblic  opinion,  and  eo  it 
is  expressed  in  the  address. 

Uiider  these  circumstance,  where  is  the  inexpediency  of  the  expression  of 
opinion  by  the  legislative  assembly  t  As  to  its  reanit,  and  its  connection  wiili 
affairs  of  the  United  States,  let  those  questions  be  discussed  hereafter.  Leave 
no  blank  at  present  in  the  address  that  yon  are  going  to  present  to  the  Crown ; 
but  let  it  be  understood  by  everybody  interested  in  our  dehates  that  our  respect- 
ive sentiments  are  reserved,  and  that  the  dignity  of  no  person  is  compromised. 
[Good  !  Let  the  vote  be  taken. J 

Ebimest  Ficard.  One  word,  if  you  please,  Mr.  President.  [The  vote  !  the 
vote !  ] 

Buffet.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  minister  of  state  a  simple  question.  He  has 
jnst  told  you  that  it  is  improper  to  discuss  the  Mexican  question  at  this  time,  be- 
cause all  the  documents  are  not  yet  on  hand.  Now,  I  wish  to  ask  him  if  a  col* 
lective  opinion  can  be  formed  upon  it  in  the  house  when  it  does  come  up,  so  as  to 
incorporate  it  with  the  address.  If  there  is  any  likelihood  of  that,  then  I  have 
no  objection  to  vote  on  it  now. 

UouHBR,  minister  of  state.  The  answer  to  the  gentleman's  question  is  easy. 
The  Mexican  qnesiiou  will  be  thoroughly  discussed  in  due  time  ;  that  is,  whea 
the  budget  for  18G6  is  bronght  up.  It  can  then  be  analyzed  and  prcHenteil  to 
the  house ;  and,  as  acta  of  the  government  are  more  properly  investigated  at 
that  lime,  the  house  can  then  give  a  final  opinion. 

What  wp  most  need  is  information,  truth,  and  haimony  between  the  great 
powers,  and  the  government  will  do  all  it  can  to  attain  this,  and  thereby  promote 
public  interest  and  prosperity.     [Good  !  good !  I^t  ua  take  the  vote.] 

Ernest  Picahd.  I  hope  a  proposition  will  not  be  voted  on  till  it  is  maturely 
considered.  This  resolution  is  twofold.  First.  How  is  it  to  be  considered  here- 
after 1  Spcond.  it  is  a  question  that  belongs  solely  to  the  house,  and  not  to  the 
minister  of  state  and  bis  collcngues.  According  to  the  constitution  and  the  rules 
of  the  house  there  is  but  one  time  when  we  can  discnas  it,  and  that  is  during  the 
debate  on  the  address,  and  there  will  be  no  time  when  we  can  discuss  it  as  fully 
as  now.  If  the  house  wishes  to  put  the  question  to  a  vote,  it  has  only  to  anyso. 
[Vote!  vote!] 

President  Walbwski.  T)o  you  withdraw  your  amendment? 

Ebnkst  PicaRd  and  other  members.  No,  no  ! 

President  Walkwski.  I  will  now  put  to  the  vote  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Bethmont,  Gamier-Pages,  Jules  Favre,  Pelletan,  Duke  Marmier,  Picard, 
Glais-Bizoia,  Javal.  and  others.    Here  is  the  amendment : 

"  We  condemned  the  Mexican  expedition  from  its  beginning  on  account 
the  difficnlties  and  sacrifices  it  would  cause  France. 

"  The  return  of  onr  soldiers  was  solemnly  announced  last  year,  and  we  r 
grct  it  has  been  delayed  to  tho  detriment  of  French  interests. 

"  The  country  has  not  forgotten  the  first  declarations  of  the  government  co; 
cerning  the  causes  of  the  expedition,  and  it  wonders  to  see  our  army  still  sacri- 
ficed to  the  defence  of  a  foreign  throne." 

The  amendment  was  put  to  the  vote  and  rejected  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Prbsidbnt.  I  will  now  put  paragraph  3,  which  has  been  read,  to  the 
vote.    [Vote!  vote! J 
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Fingrapb  3  ia  pnt  to  vote  and  adopted. 

Presiaeiit  Walbwski.  I  now  propose  to  the  house  that  the  remainder  o 
the  (luciissioa  be  postponed  till  to-morrovf.     [Yes,  Yes  [J 
At  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  the  discussion  of  the  addrcas  vill  be  resiiined, 
Uooee  adjourned  at  quarter  past  five. 

CELE8TIN  LAGACHE, 
Stenographic  Revitor  and  Director  of  Short- hand  Corpt. 


Mr.  Seieard  to  Senior  Romero. 

Department  op  State, 

Wathingttm,  July  5,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of 
the  SOth  of  March  last,  containing  some  extracts  from  the  "JloniteurUnivereel," 
and  to  thank  yon  for  the  information  conveyed  by  them. 

I  embrace  Uiis  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  assurance  of  my  distiaguisbed 
eoneideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sifior  Don  M.  RoMBRO,  ifc,  ice.,  Ifc. 


SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Transladon.] 

Washington,  April  2.  1866. 
Mv  DKAB  Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  an  extract,  in  English,  from  a 
I«ller  which  I  received  from  Paris  today,  dated  the  19  th  of  March  last,  in  which  I 
im  iaformed  that  three  thooaand  two  hundred  men,  and  among  them  four  hun- 
dred batears,  left  Alters,  Brest,  and  Cherbourg,  recently  for  Mexico. 
I  am,  sir,  very  reBpectfnlly,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  ^,  ifc. 


Paris,  March  19,  1866. 

Mv  Deab  Friend  ;••••••• 

■  •  •••••••• 

The  principal  object  of  these  lines  is  to  let  you  know  that  three  thousand  two 
kundied  men  left  here  a  week  ago  for  Yeia  Cruz  with  the  greatest  secrecy. 
Among  them  are  four  hundred  hussars  of  Algiers,  Brest,  and  Cherbourg,  The 
press  has  not  mentioned  anything  about  it,  nor  do  they  dare  to  speak  at  all 
(boat  the  Mexican  question,  because  they  have  been  warned  not  to  do  so. 

The  disagreement  between  Congress  and  President  Johnson  is  regarded  here 
*iih  almost  open  joy,  and  it  is  very  likely  strong  efforts  will  be  made  to  in- 
cieasc  the  same  if  it  can  be  done  by  any  act  of  France. 

A  telegraphic  deapatch  from  Vienna  published  here  day  before  yesterday  in- 
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fonnB  Dfl  that  an  agreement  lias  been  conclnded  with  Maximilian  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ecnding-  him  two  thonsand  Au^trians  to  fill  np  the  losses  uf  the  Austrian 
coDtiiig(;nt  in  Mexico.  The  necessary  expensGB  will  of  course  be  defrayed  by 
the  French  government. 

_*  IK  «  *  *  »  m  •  » 

Senoi  Don  Matias  Romero. 

Washington,  Abrif  2,  de  18C6. 
A  true  copy. 

IGNO.  MAEI80AL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  SHIor  Romero.. 

Department  op  Statb, 

IVathinglon,  July  5,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commnnication  of 
the  2il  of  April  last,  enclosing  a  letter  addresRed  to  you  from  Paris,  which  con- 
tains informutinn  of  the  recent  departure  from  Algiers,  Brest,  and  Cherboui'g  of 
certain  troops  for  Mexico. 

Please  accept  my  ihanha  for  your  infurmation.     I  embrace  this  opportunity 
to  renew  to  jou  the  assurance  of  my  dutinguisfaeil  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seuor  Don  M.  Rombbo,  ifc.,  Ifc.,  tfc. 


SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward 
tTraoslstion.] 
Mexican  Lbuatio.n  to  the  United  States  op  America, 

Waahington,  April  14,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary;  I  have  the  honor  tn  transmit  yon  a  copy  of  a  letter  of 
the  fith  of  March  l»Bt,  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  lately  received  in  this  country, 
^ving  an  impartial  account  of  lecent  events  in  that  ciiy.  I  also  enclose  an 
article,  in  English,  from  LaSombra,  a  paper  published  in  thecity  of  Mexico,  show- 
iug,  from  data  published  in  the  interventionist  papers,  that  there  has  bt-en  almost 
a  batilc  between  the  Mexicans  and  French  who  are  tryiug  to  conquer  the  coun- 
try almost  every  day  since  the  arrival  of  the  usurper,  Ferdinand  Maximilian  of 
Hapabnrg,  in  Mexico. 

Togctlier  with  ihe  above  I  send  an  extraordinary  document,  just  published  in 
the  city  of  Mexico,  showing  that  the  usurper  has  made  an  agreemeut  with  the 
family  of  AuguBlin  Iturbidc  that  they  shall  leave  Mexico  forever,  for  pecuniary 
CO usi derations ;  and  that  a  son  of  Don  Angel  de  Iturbidc  shall  be  separated 
from  his  parents,  and  Ferdinand  Maximilian  shall  be  his  curator.  All  the  eSbrta 
of  the  distressed  mother  to  regain  her  child  have  hitherto  been  fruitless. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
moat  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  tfc.,  Ifc.,  Ifo. 
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[EncIoenreXo.  1.] 

Mrxico,  March  5,  ISGC. 

I  have  waited  till  tlie  last  hour,  so  ae  to  gire  yon  the  true  Bitnation  of  tbia 
empire  and  its  future  pruspecta. 

I  will  be  as  brief  as  possible,  but  I  will  not  conGac  myself  to  the  doubts  and 
(anjeetares  in  regard  to  the  Absolute  and  relative  position  of  Masimilian,  the 
Frearh,  and  the  Mexicans  implicated  in  the  intervention,  for  opinions  were  di- 
\iAri  here  as  soon  aa  Napoleon's  speech  on  the  Mexican  question  was  known. 
Some  Fsid  the  speech  of  the  Crown,  in  regard  to  this  conotry,  wan  a  repetition 
oF  the  vague  prouiisca  with  which  the  Emperor  had  entertained  his  people,  who 
vote  saxioaa  for  the  return  of  the  expeditionary  army ;  while  others  interpreted 
'tti  words  to  signify  a  speedy  withdrawal.  Some  thought  Maximilian  would  retire 
from  ibe  country  with  the  baggage  of  the  French  army  ;  others  believed  he  would 
!Uy  in  Mexico,  sapported  by  the  faction  that  put  him  into  power,  and  virtually 
HL<tained  by  France,  and  both  cited  authorities  to  enatain  their  opinions.  Some 
Tprrrredto  the  activity  of  the  invading  army  that  seemed  to  be  m  akin  r;  no  prepara- 
tions to  retire,  bat  was  daily  receiving  reinforcements  to  fill  vacancies  in  differ- 
rnt  corps ;  others  noticed  the  concentration  of  the  interventionists  and  the  in- 
di.'>creC)on  of  some  chiefs,  who  said  tbey  were  to  return  to  France  before  long. 
A>  tn  Maximilian,  what  is  eaid  about  his  going  or  remaining  is  to  depend  on  his 
vijii  to  Cnemavaca,  or  his  confidence  in  continuing  the  works  at  Ohepultepec 
lad  Pilacio,  and  the  various  preparations  that  arc  made  for  the  industrial  expe- 
diiian  which  is  to  take  place  in  a  few  months.  I'he  pendulum  has  not  ceased 
TO  nbrate,  but  yeaterdny  something  happened  to  give  a  new  phase  to  the  empire 
created  by  intervention.  It  was  said  that  Baron  Saiilard  was  sent  here  by  Na- 
p'lli'nn  1 1  make  preparatory  arrangements  for  the  speedy  withdrawal  of  the 
Fntich  troops  from  Mexico.  He  remained  hut  a  few  days,  and  after  bis  retnrn 
to  France  certain  events  transpired  here,  inducing  us  to  believe  that  such  was 
h\i  business  here.  Ever  since  Maximilian  arrived  in  Mexico,  the  little  rest  that 
(dnlators  at  Ghepultcpec  have  given  him,  and  the  small  time  he  has  had  to  spare 
from  the  derotionj  of  lent,  vciy  pompous  at  the  palace,  be  has  employed  in  re- 
organizing the  cabinet  and  in  laakieg  many  personal  changes  in  hid  administra- 
tion, denoting  a  formal  change  of  policy.  This  change  is  hai'dly  to  be  seen  in 
ibe  character  of  officials  appointed,  for  in  selecting  them  he  has  chosen  men 
!abn)i«sive  to  foreign  policy.  But  that  is  not  nil,  and  hero  are  echoes  of  in- 
ili«reet  whispers  from  the  palace :  The  French  will  leave  sooner  or  later,  but 
Fnnce  will  not  give  up  the  firm  hold  she  has  of  Mexico  at  such  a  sacrifice. 
Maiimdian  will  remain,  protected  by  Napoleon  and  the  great  interventionist 
pwiy  that  will  be  organized  and  armed  before  the  French  leave.  It  is  evident 
the  pare  liberals  will  not  easily  assimilate  with  the  empire.  The  seducing  re- 
cniiring  policy  has  shown  this.  It  will  then  be  necessary  to  face  about  until  the 
rtlractory  are  conciliated.  The  policy  :jf  toleration  yields  no  fruit  ;  some  other 
niMi  be  snbstitnted.  Maximilian  must  bring  about  a  reaction  more  powerful 
than  (he  one  which  sustained  Santa  Anna  and  Miramon,  and  he  must  have  the 
moral  support  of  France,  and  perhaps  of  all  Europe.  The  tariff  must  be  re- 
fonned,  and  his  revenue  scliemea  must  be  more  strictly  enforced.  In  fact,  this 
policy  has  already  been  commenced  by  the  following  measures :  A  censor  of 
ihp  press  has  been  appointed,  with  instructioos  to  suppress  the  scandal  caused 
by  the  liberal  papers  in  discussing  the  present  order  of  things.  This  office  is 
given  to  Licenciado  Hidalgo  y  Teran,  an  individual  who  made  his  fortune,  as 
vcu  know,  under  the  patronage  of  Sagaceta,  and  uoraed  by  the  ecclesiastical 
court 

The  independent  press  will  receive  some  hard  blows  before  this  week  is  gone. 
Tbe  departments  have  been  reduced  to  four ;  and  when  Bamires,  Feza,  and 
E«teva  go  ont,  Salasar  Ilarregui  will  come  in  as  minister  of  gOTemmont,  and 
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Somera  as  minister  of  the  iaterior.  Thoae  going  out  will  be  paid  with  crosses 
or  foreign  misBions.  Escudero  ia  watching  hia  famous  law  of  public  administra- 
tion, and  Castillo,  who  stooped  to  be  the  agent  of  Napoleon,  continues  iu  the 
department  of  foreign  relations.  Other  changes  in  tlie  administration  amount 
to  nineteen  up  to  thia  time.  General  ^lendoza  has  resigned  his  place  as  political 
prefect  of  the  valley  of  Mexico.  To  tell  the  truth,  Maximilian  makes  these. 
changes  reluctantly,  and  only  does  so  to  oblige  his  patrons  who  forced  him  into 
the  way ;  they  now  force  him  to  quit.  Maximilian  has  French  agents  in  bis 
household  who  are  also  partimns  of  this  reaction.  They  try  to  frighten  him 
with  resolutions  passed  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Scwai'd's 
notes.  Sucb  are  the  facts ;  now  we  must  dircoTcr  their  origin  and  their  import- 
ance. Does  Napoleon  really  believe  that  the  interventionist  party  can  sustain 
tbe  throne  it  bas  set  up  in  Mexico  1  or  is  he  only  keeping  it  up  till  ho  can  got  bis 
forces  out  of  the  country?  If  tbe  reactionary  elemeuts  be  organized  and  sop- 
ported  by  aid  from  Francet  can  they  prevent  tbe  restoration  of  national  power! 
These  are  questions  that  you  can  answer,  perhaps,  better  than  UB.  As  you  are 
better  acquainted  with  the  acta  of  diplomacy  yon  may  be  able  to  interpret 
Napoleon's  speech,  and  tell  ns  whether  the  intervention  will  be  Bustaiocd  or  not, 
openly  or  covertly,  by  European  powers.  Fortune  continues  adverse  to  inter- 
vention, and  bsB  lately  increased  the  cmharrasBment  of  the  empire  by  two  very 
important  events.  Mr.  Langlais,  the  financial  savior  of  tbe  empire,  suddenly 
died.  His  great  plane  for  collecting  the  revenue  from  the  sea-ports  had  jast 
begun  to  be  pnt  into  operation.     For  all  they  say  that  Mr.  Maintrnon,  the 

S resent  secretary  of  the  treasury,  has  carried  out  his  predecessor's  plans,  no  one 
enies  that  his  death  is  very  eraharrasBing  to  the  government.  He  had  com- 
£lete  knowledge  of  affairs,  and  full  power  to  act  in  every  emergency.  Ilis 
ibor  was  t«  solve  the  question  of  resources,  which  yon  know  is  the  critical 
question  for  intervention.  In  this  particular  things  nave  come  to  such  a  pass 
that  tbcy  say  the  confiscated  property,  not  yet  secured  to  the  state,  is  to  be 
made  nse  of;  and  tbey  say  the  desperate  idea  bas  been  postponed  from  Maxi- 
milian's repugnance  t'l  make  use  of  it.  The  other  event  I  alluded  to  is  the 
defeat  of  Mendez,  the  imperial  chief  in  Michoacan.  The  malcontents,  so  often 
scattered  and  annihilated,  collected  four  thousand  men,  and  made  a  stand  in  the 
plain  of  Umapan.  Mendez,  the  assassin  of  Arteega  and  Salazar,  tried  to  avoid 
battle,  but  was  surrounded  by  two  columns  of  cavalry,  and,  to  save  hi«  life,  had 
to  leave  his  soldiers,  his  artillery,  and  even  his  ba^age  on  the  field.  Tbe 
moral  effect  of  this  occurrence  was  terrible  in  Mexico  and  in  Morelia.  All  the 
forces  remaining  in  Micboacan  were  concentrated  in  tbe  latter  city  for  fear  of  an 
attack,  and  the  Mexican  press,  after  a  timid  silence,  published  the  news  with  the 
customary  palliations.  But  as  the  imperiahst  chief  permitted  himself  to  get 
whipped  just  as  the  English  packet  was  going  out,  it  was  necessary  to  invent  a 
falsehood,  and  it  was  accordingly  reported  there  had  been  no  disaster;  only  a 
scare  had  been  felt  iu  Micboacan,  and  Mendez  had  gained  a  victory  and  taken 
many  prisoners.  Some  of  tke  papers,  however,  added  that  the  victory  had 
been  purchased  very  dearly,  the  imperial  forces  were  much  weakened,  and  re- 
enforcements  were  immediately  needed  in  Michoacan.  Re  enforcements  were 
actually  sent,  but  Mendez  was  recalled  on  account  of  tbe  untruthfulness  of  his 
reports  to  Marshal  Bazainc.  It  seems  he  had  captured  tbi'ce  hundred  patriots 
after  his  defeat,  and  called  it  a  victory. 

Recent  news  from  New  Leon  and  Goahuila  say  the  insurrection  is  entirely 
Bnppressed  in  those  States.  The  situation  of  the  imperial  troops  in  Taraan- 
lipas  is  very  critical.  Tampico  is  in  continual  alarm.  The  small  garrison  of  that 
port  is  acting  on  the  defensive.  The  liberals  are  organizing  and  increasing  under 
General  Garza,  who  has  his  headquarters  in  Victoria. 

Mazatlon  is  in  a  more  desperate  situation  than  Tampico.  Coronas's  forces 
bave  lately  been  very  near  the  town,  contemplating  an  assault.  The  State  of 
Tlascala  is  already  within  the  insurreotioaary  zone.  A  force  of  three  hundred 
men  lately  eniprlaed  tbe  small  garrison  of  Uie  capital  and  took  Ormachea,  tbe 
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miliUry  commander,  prisoner.     The  alarm  conaequent  upon  this  event  reached 
PnebU,  only  seven  leagues  from  Tlascala. 

If  the  pacification  of  the  country  goes  on  in  that  manner,  how  long  will  it  be 
before  a  few  traitoni  and  a  haodfol  of  mercenary  AnetrianH  will  be  enough  to 
defend  the  empire  T 

[EiiclomireIIo.2.] 


His  majesty,  the  emperor,  wishing  to  honor  the  memory  of  the  liberntor,  D. 
Ao^rmtiD  Itarbide,  in  conaequence  of  the  first  right  he  had  to  the  gratitude  of 
tbe  nation,  and  his  sons  desiring  to  further  the  noole  object  of  his  majesty,  by 
ibe  order  of  the  emperor,  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  M,  F.  Ramirez,  and 
charged  with  the  ministry  ufstate.and  Mr.  Augustin,  Mr.  Angel, and  Mr.  Cosme, 
and  Miss  Josepbina  Iturbide,  Arranged  together  the  following  : 

1.  His  majesty  will  give  a  high  position  to  the  two  grandsons  of  the  empcrrir, 
D.  Augustia  y  D.  Salvador,  as  well  as  to  his  daughter,  Dona  Josephine  Iturbide. 

2.  1  heir  majesties  will  provide  the  means  for  the  education  of  the  grandsons 
of  the  emperor  Augustin,  suited  to  their  rank,  as  well  as  also  their  maintenance 
and  that  of  Dona  Josephine  Iturbide. 

3.  Ad  a  mark  of  special  protection,  his  majesty  wishes  to  constitute  himself 
their  tator  and  guardian,  ana  to  name  Dona  Josephine  co-tntrix. 

4.  D.  Augustin,  Angel,  and  Angnstin  Cosme  Iturbide  promise  in  their  names, 
as  well  as  in  the  name  of  Dona  Sabina  and  their  legitimate  descendants,  never 
to  letnm  to  the  empire,  without  previous  authorization  from  the  sovereign  or 
the  r^ency. 

5.  The  government  of  his  majeBty  would  pay  from  tbe  treasury  nf  the  state 
to  D.  Angustin,  Angel.  Augustin  Cosme,  Doua  Josephine,  and  Dona  Sabina 
Itnrbide,  tbe  sum  of  330,000  down,  and  S120,000  in  drafts  on  Paris,  payable, 
$60,000  the  15th  of  December,  of  the  present  year,  and  SGO,000  the  Idth  of 
Febniary,  1866 — making  a  total  of  3150,000  on  account  of  what  is  due  tbem  by 
the  nation. 

6.  The  government  assures  and  it  is  responsible  for  tbe  accounts  of  the  family 
of  tbe  liberator,  Itnrbide. 

7.  The  government  of  his  majesty  will  give  proper  orders  to  secure  all  pen- 
sions to  D.  Angnslin,  Angel,  .'Augustin  Cosme,  Dona  Josephine,  and  Dona  Sa- 
bina Ilurbide  which  they  now  enjoy  These  pensions  will  be  paid  pnnctuiilly 
and  without  discount  at  their  place  of  residence,  or  tbe  nearest  place  to  it  having 
commercial  relations  with  Moxico. 

8.  The  eovemment  of  his  majesty  concedes  to  D.  Augustin,  Angel,  Augustin 
Cosme,  and  Dona  Sabina  Iturbide  an  income  of  $6,000  to  the  first,  g.-i.lOO  to 
ihe  second — that  income  going  to  the  wife  of  D.  Angel  in  case  of  his  death — and 
11,524  to  the  two  others.  Orders  will  be  given  for  the  prompt  payment  of  these 
Fnma,  and  in  acconlttncc  with  the  preceding  article  fixing  the  pensions. 

In  faith  of  wliich  the  present  treaty  has  been  signed  in  duplicate  at  the  im- 
p«nal  residence  of  Chepultepec,  the  9th  of  September,  18G5. 

By  order  of  his  imperial  mnjesty  : 

JOS£  r.  RAMIREZ, 
Mintxrrr  of  Foreign  Affain,  charged  with  the  Miniitry  tif  State. 
ANGEL  DEITUmbK, 
JUSEFA  DE  ITUKHIDE, 
A.  DE  ITURBIDE, 
AUGUS.  C.  DE  ITURBIDE 
ALICIA  G  DE  ITURBIDE. 

*«»  oogic 
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Jtfr.  Setoard  to  Seiior  Romero. 

Dbfartmrnt  of  State, 

WaiAington.  July  5,  1866. 
SiK  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  14th 
of  April  last,  containing  copy  of  aletteraadreEBcd  to  joufrom  tbocity  of  Mexico, 
with  reference  to  the  recent  events  in  that  city  ;  also  some  other  interesting  in- 
formation, for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  aesurance  of  my  dietiDgaiahed 
oon  side  ration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD, 
aellor  Don  M.  Bombro.  Ifc.,  ifc.,  Ifc. 


SeSor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[TrsOBlation.] 

Washinoton,  A^it  15, 1866. 
My  dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  a  copy,  in  English,  of  a  letl«r 
from  one  of  the  principal  comntercial  bouses  in  Vera  Cruz,  dated  the  3lBt 
of  May  last,  showing  how  aibitrarily  the  French  intervention  treat  the  mer- 
chants of  good  faith  in  that  port,  imposing  anjust  taxes  upon  them,  which 
will  certainly  ruin  many  of  them. 

This  is  only  one  of  the  examples  of  the  pretended  blessings  brought  on 
Mexico  by  French  intervention,  blessinga  that  weigh  heavily  upon  those  who 
have  the  misl'ortune  to  live  in  a  country  with  auch  a  government. 
I  am,  air,  very  reapectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  II.  Seward,  ^.,  tfc.,  ^. 


Vera  Cruz,  March  31, 1866. 
For  some  lime  a.  very  serions  question  liaa  been  pending  between  the  com- 
mercial houses  of  tbis  city  engaged  in  ibe  foreign  trade  and  tbe  government  of 
Maximilian.  By  the  decree  of  the  latter  of  tbe  lOtb  of  February  ultimo,  an 
additional  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  was  added  to  tbe  tariff  then  in  force.  The 
commerce  of  this  port  claimed,  and  with  reason,  that  tbis  could  not  apply  to 
merchandise  in  store  which  had  been  imported  months,  and  some  of  it  even  years, 
before  tbe  publication  of  the  decree.  That  the  very  fact  that  such  merchandise 
was  on  band  and  bad  been  kept  so  long  was  a  proof  that  it  was  in  little  de- 
mand, and  would  probably  have  to  be  sold  at  a  loss,  and  that  now  to  force  it  to 
pay  an  additional  duty,  not  contemplated  or  known  at  the  tune  of  its  importa- 
tioD,  would  be  to  involve  in  min  many  of  the  merchants,  and  to  expose  them  to 
loBsee  as  uiyust  as  injurious. 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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It  waa  alao  nived  that  Hach  a  meaenre  was  in  violation  of  the  o^nic  law  of 
the  empire,  which  established  the  principle  that  no  law  ever  ahonld  have  retro- 
ictive  force. 

For  these  reasons  the  qnestion  has  been  a  very  grave  one  between  the  com- 
mercial boases  and  1i.  Kollan,  (a  French  subject,)  the  director  of  the  ciistom- 
hoose  of  tbe  Gulf.  But  Maximilian,  st  the  petition  of  the  latter,  and  overriding 
the  express  provieioua  of  tbe  organic  law,  has  ordered  not  only  that  tbe  merchant 
must  pay  this  additional  percentage  of  duty  npon  their  effects  now  on  hand  and 
previously  imported,  but  that  if  they  do  not  deliver  a  full  account  of  all  mer- 
chandiae  on  hand  within  tbe  term  of  three  days,  they  shall  be  obliged  to  pay 
lixty  per  cent,  additional  duty  in  place  of  the  tnirty  per  cent,  fixed  by  the  decree 
of  tbe  10th  of  February. 

It  therefore  follows  that  not  only  are  dispositione  established  that  are  con- 
trary to  all  tbe  principles  of  jostice  recognized  tbruugbout  tbe  world,  but 
suddenly  and  on  ihe  moment  there  arc  eatabliahed,  anri,  even  in  cases  of  doubtful 
interprptation,  new  systema  of  penalties,  under  an  arbitrary  legislation  heretofore 
unknown. 

These  are  entirely  new  ocenrrencee  for  tbia  country,  and  have  caused  a  pro- 
found seneatioQ  thronghont  the  commercial  community.  The  tariff  baa  beeu 
suddenly  raised  or  lowered  before,  and  merchanta  have  been  exposed  aometimes 
to  serious  losses,  and  at  other  times  have  gained  upon  their  stocks  on  hand. 
They  have  never  been  before  exposed,  in  addition,  to  retroactive  laws  and  the 
imposition  of  penaltiea  as  new  and  unexanipled  as  they  are  arbitrary  and 
unjust.  What,  however,  makes  this  case  more  remarkable  is,  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  public  notoriety  that  not  only  the  minister  of  treasury,  hut  Maximilian  also, 
recognize  and  admit  tbe  justice  of  the  position  taken  by  the  commercial  houses 
of  this  port,  tbe  principal  of  this  country,  and  pronounce  the  measure  an  iniqui- 
tous one ;  but  their  fear  of  Napoleon  is  such  that  they  are  unwilling  to  go  con- 
trary to  any  measure  decided  npon  by  M.  I^nglais,  the  financial  agent  whom 
he  sent  here,  and  who  has  proceeded  as  if  he  were  directing  a  department  in 

The  principle,  however,  that  this  action  has  established  is  a  moat  dangerons 
one,  and  has  thrown  commercial  affairs  here  into  the  greatest  uncertainty.  No 
merchant  now  knows  what  to  calculate  upon  or  what  to  expect,  and  the  belief 
is  that  this  measure  is  only  the  beginning  of  a  course  of  similar  exactions  de- 
signed to  meet  tbe  extraordinary  necessitif  s  caused  by  tbe  pecuniary  embairaes- 
ments  of  Maximilian's  government.  The  ordinary  revenue  from  all  sources  is 
not  sufficient  to  meet  even  the  half  tbe  present  expenditures,  and  the  fear  is  that, 
as  amattcr  of  necessity,  resort  will  be  had  to  every  possible  means  of  extorting 
fiinds  wherever  they  can  be  found.  As  tbe  only  class  that  has  available  means 
is  the  commercial  commnnity,  it  follows  that  upon  this  class  thesn  exactions  are 
likely  almost  exclusively  to  fall.  How  it  will  be  possible  to  continue  importa- 
tions under  these  circnmstances  it  is  not  easy  to  see. 

The  English  minister,  it  is  said,  bos  already  interfered  in  the  matter,  but  there 
is  little  hope  of  anything  being  done  so  long  as  the  pecuniary  necessities  of  the 
iitoation  are  so  great  and  the  French  continno  to  treat  this  country  as  the 
Spaniards  did,  only  as  a  place  to  take  dollorB  from,  and  at  tbe  cost  of  whatever 
Merifice  of  its  present  commerce  or  i\itnre  interest. 

Washinotox,  Aliril  15,  A.D.  1866. 
A  tme  copy. 

IGNO.  MAEISCAL. 
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No.  8. 
Mr.  Stward  to  Sdlor  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Staib, 

Wa»kington,Ju}y  6,  1666. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cominunication  of  the  15lh 
of  April  last,  contaiaing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  a  commercial  house  iu  Vera 
Cruz  on  ihe  euhject  of  taxee,  for  which  please  accept  my  thauke. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  tu  you  the  asBurancea  of  my  diEtingnishod 
consideration. 


SeDor  Bon  M.  Romero,  ^.,  fy:.,  1^. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


No.  9. 
Se^or  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Washinoton,  May  9,  1866. 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  documents  accompanying  your  report  to  the  President 
of  the  Slat  nltimo,  submitted  by  him  to  Congress,  in  regard  to  the  promised 
evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French  forces,  and  specially  your  very  able  letter 
to  M.  Montholon.  dated  February  12,  1866,  in  answer  to  the  arguments  and 
assertions  of  M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  seemed  to  me  so  important  that  I  caused 
great  many  of  ihose  papers  to  be  earefnlly  translated  into  Spanish  in  my  lega- 
tion, (your  letter  of  February  12  being  translated  in  full,}  and  a  large  edition 
of  tiiem  printed  for  the  purpose  of  circulating  them  widely  at  home,  where  they 
will  produce,  I  have  no  doubt,  great  deal  of  good. 

I  take  now  the  liberty  of  sending  to  you  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Spanish 
edition  of  said  papers,  which  numbi;r,  1  suppose,  will  be  sufficient  should 
you  be  willing  to  circulate  them  among  the  legations,  consulates,  and  consular 
offices  of  the  United  States  in  the  Spanish  American  republics,  where,  I  am 
sure,  they  will  be  read  with  the  greatest  interest. 

The  papers  are  headed  by  a  circular  of  mine,  addressed  to  the  Mexicans, 
giving  them  my  views  on  the  correspondence. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  !fc.,  tic,  ^e. 


M.  R0M£RO. 


TTraiulaUon.— Circular  No.  7.] 

Mexican  Lboation  in  the  United  States  of  America, 

Wtixhington.  April  S6,  ISGd. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  yonr  information,  a  Spoaish  transla- 
tion of  the  principal  documents  sent  to  the  39th  Congress  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  with  his  message  of  the  23d  instant,  at  the  request  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  relative  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  suldiers 
from  the  territory  of  the  republic.  The  importance  of  these  documents  cannot 
but  be  evident  to  every  citizen  who  is  defending  the  independence  of  his  cjootry. 

While  the  Xexicaa  people  were  struggling  heroically  against  the  colossal 
power  of  the  first  military  nation  of  Europe,  our  sister  republic  of  the  United 
States  ended  its  civil  war,  the  cause  of  onr  invasion,  and  was  free  to  use  iie 

good  offices,  or  force  if  necessary,  in  putting  a  stop  to  the  arbitrary  conduct  of 
le  Emperor  Napoleon,  who  has  undertaken  the  impossible  task  of  Dvertuming 
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the  goveramest  tbat  the  nation  elected  freely,  and  eBtablishing  a  European 
Donatchy  in  its  place,  with  an  Anetrian  prince  at  its  head. 

Withoat  soliciting  directly  or  indirectly  the  ^nd  offices  or  mediation  of  the 
United  States  wirh  France,  and  withont  entering  into  any  engagement  with 
either  nation,  the  North  American  government  has  succeeded  in  persuading  the 
Emperor  Napoleon  to  promise  to  withdraw  tiia  forces  from  our  territory,  and  to 
fix  a  time  for  the  fulfilment  of  that  promise. 

This  is  equivalent  to  persuading  the  French  Emperor  togive  up  the  pretended 
government  he  has  established  in  the  ancient  capital  of  the  republic,  for  every 
one  knows  that  if  the  Emperor  Napult'on  could  not  consolidale  his  pretended 
government  with  four  years  of  savage  war,  when  he  could  send  what  forces  he 
pleased  to  the  republic  without  fear  of  the  United  States,  and  keep  them  there 
forever,  he  certainly  catinot  do  it  now,  when  he  has  bound  himself  not  to  send 
any  more  troops,  bnt  take  away  those  he  has  there  now,  particularly  when  the 
ciril  war  in  the  United  States  is  over,  and  that  nation  is  restored  as  a.  first- 
cUes  power,  capable  of  fniatratrng  the  plans  that  the  ignorance  and  ambition  of 
Earopean  despots  conceived  for  the  oppression  of  this  continent. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  has  moreover  assnmed  a  position  to- 
wards Austria,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  correspondence,  preventing  that  country 
from  sending  out  mercenaries  to  support  the  cause  of  despotism  and  European 
osarpation  on  Mexican  soil. 

Tnongh  the  time  fixed  by  the  Emperor  Napoleon  for  withdrawing  his  Boldtera 
from  Mexico  eeems  long,  if  he  acts  on  this  occasion  in  good  faith,  I  have  no 
doubt  he  will  shorten  it,  as  this  will  be  greatly  to  bis  interest.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  does  not  keep  bis  word  with  the  United  States,  his  situation  will  only 
become  more  dangerous. 

The  government  of  the  United  States  baa  clearly  shown,  in  ite  correspondence 
with  France,  that  it  ia  not  so  much  dissatisfied  witli  the  conduct  of  France  in 
Mexico,  making  war  on  the  republic  and  keeping  an  army  there,  as  it  ia  with 
the  fact  that  France  ia  trying  to  overthrow  the  present  nitiunal  government,  and 
establbh  a  European  monarchy  by  force  of  arms.  For  this  reaaon,  the  United 
States  will  not  be  aotiefied  with  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  army  from 
Mexico,  if  it  does  not  carry  away  with  it  the  pretended  monarchy  it  attempted 
(0  ei>tabliah  in  that  conntry. 

The  publication  of  this  correepondence  abowa  the  end  of  French  intervention, 
and  its  infamons  acts  in  the  republic.  Thia  result  ia  chiefly  due  to  the  noble 
and  persiatent  stand  of  the  Mexican  people  for  four  years,  enduring  every  hard- 
ihip,  sacrilice  and  privation  in  defence  of  the  nation's  honor  and  independence. 
I  communicate  tneae  important  events  to  yon.  because  they  mark  a  new  era 
ia  the  biatory  of  our  conntry,  and  I  congratnlale  you  on  the  prospect  of  a 
Bpeedy  tennitation  of  a  wicked  war  waged  upon  ua  by  the  tyrant  of  Frdnce, 
I  repeat  to  yon  the  assurance  of  my  diatinguisbed  consideration, 

M.  ROMERO. 
To  the  citizen  . 


No.  10. 
Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Tramlation.] 
MbXICAN  LboATION  to  THB.Ul«rTBD  8TATB8  OP  AmBRICA, 

WatiingtOH,  May  18,  1866. 
Mr.  SbcbbtabI'  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
ibe  gnverameDt  of  the  United  States,  some  extracts  from  a  pamphlet  entitled 
'*The  Foreign  QneeUon,"  which  was  published  on  the  Slat  of  December  lost, 
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iu  tlie  town  of  Paso  del  Norte,  the  preient  seat  of  the  Dational  goverameut  at 
Mexico. 

It  contains  a  ehort  and  correct  accoont  of  political  occurrencea  in  the  Mexican 
republic  during  the  mooths  of  October,  November,  and  December,  1865. 

i  am  pleased  with  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  tite  as- 
Burancee  of  my  most  distinguiehed  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  l[c.,  Ifc.,  ^. 


THE  FOREIGN  QUESTION. 

New  changes  brought  about  by  the  removal  of  the  national  government  to 
Chihuahua,  and  its  subsequent  return  to  this  city,  have  disturbed  the  regular 
order  of  our  reviews,  and  compel  us  to  coudenae  the  events  of  the  la^t  three 
months,  ending  this  day,  into  one  single  article.  •  •  » 

We  will  begin  with  a  notice  of  the  imprisonmenta  by  the  empire  iu  August 
last,  on  account  of  a  suspected  conspiracy  in  the  capital,  garrisoned  by  a  con- 
siderable French  force.  The  persons  arrested  were  liberals  residing  in  the  city, 
who  were  soon  released  without  an  explanation  of  the  arbitrary  acts  committed 
against  them.  If  there  had  been  the  slightest  proof  of  conspiracy,  the  captives 
would  have  been  executed  immediately,  as  clemency  is  not  one  of  the  virtues  of 
the  present  ruler  of  Mexico.  Supposing  it  only  a  scare,  we  cannot  conceive  why 
the  invaders  were  so  frightened,  or  why  persona  were  arrested,  unless  it  were  a 
causeless  act  of  tyranny  so  common  to  our  present  civilizers.  It  seems  the 
order  was  issued  by  Marshal  Bazaine,  without  the  assent  of  Maximilian,  who  was 
on  a  visit  to  the  mines  of  Pachuca  at  the  time  ;  for  he  always  leaves  the  capital 
for  a  short  time  whenever  he  has  a  disagreement  with  the  FreucJi  general ;  and 
thevisit  like  to  have  cost  him  very  dearly,  for  he  wasnear  being  caught  by  a  guerilla 
band,  and  had  to  retreat  to  the  dty  in  the  greatest  haste.  Now,  as  we  are  on 
the  subject  of  despotism,  we  will  give  the  coae  of  Manuel  Lozano,  of  Aguas 
Calientes,  who  was  assassinated  apon  the  report  of  a  bandit,  who  swore  he  was  in 
league  with  the  republicans.  There  was  no  evidence  to  condemn  the  nnfortu- 
nate  man,  but  he  was  murdered  in  cold  blood  by  officers  of  the  intervention. 
This  horrid  crime  remained  unrevengcd,  though  it  was  denounced  by  the  news- 
papers of  the  imperial  capital,  and  chastipement  of  the  guilty  was  demanded. 

Besides  a  speech,  Maximilian  celebrated  the  anniversary  of  national  indepeiid- 
ence  by  a  decree,  declaring  the  grandsons  of  Iturbide,  children  of  hia  sod  An- 
gel and  a  North  American  woman,  princes  of  the  empire.  It  was  also  said  he 
intended  to  make  them  his  sncccssors,  but  he  did  not  do  it.  We  can't  imagine 
why  he  skipped  the  living  children  of  the  unfortunate  hero  of  I guala,  and  passed 
to  the  grandchildren,  when  the  former  had  the  greatest  right  to  titles.  This 
fact  is  very  insignificant  in  itself.  The  usurper  may  make  as  many  princes, 
dukes,  counts,  and  marqnises  as  he  pleases,  as  all  these  high  sounding  titles  will 
only  serve  for  ridicule,  as  he  will  never  be  able  to  establish  a  real  aristocracy  for 
his  imperial  farce.  •••••• 

General  Porlirio  Diaz  managed  to  escape  from  his  prison,  in  Puebla,  on  the 
3Sd  of  September.  The  event  gave  great  alarm  to  the  imperialists,  as  they  knew 
the  harm  he  could  do  them  if  he  conid  raise  another  army  for  the  repnblicaa 
cause.  We  will  sec  how  he  served  his  country  as  soon  as  he  was  at  liberty. 
He  went  immediately  into  the  State  u)f  Guerrero,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a 
republican  force,  and  attacked  a  band  of  traitors,  which  was  completely  routed, 
«ith  considerable  loss.  After  this,  he  consulted  with  General  Alvarez  about  a 
new  campugu  in  Guerrero  and  Oaxaca,  which  was  sttbseqneatly  carried  onU 
Events  will  soon  realize  the  hopes  entertuned  of  thepatriotismof  G«DeralDiax. 
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A  proclamalion  and  a  decree  wereiesned  in  October,  in  the  capital  of  the  Hex- 
ieaa  empire,  destined  to  occupj  a  prominent  place  in  the  hietory  of  the  inteiTen- 
tkm  etmggU.  The  proclamation  of  the  usurper  eaya  that  the  cause  defended 
with  to  much  valor  and  constancy  by  Benito  Juarez  has  lost  all  political  char- 
acter, becaose  the  ex-President  of  the  republic  has  quit  the  national  territory, 
and  his  robber  bands  must  be  tieated  with  the  greatest  severity. 

This  assertion  was  preceded  by  a  note  from  General  Brincourt.  stating  it  as 
a  fact  that  President  Juarez  bad  actually  left  tbe  Mexican  territory,  and  with- 
ontvaiting  to  investigate  tbe  case,  Maximilian  proclaimed  it  as  true,  and  made 
it  the  foundation  of  bis  tyrannical  decrees.  Logically  speaking,  when  the  false- 
hood of  Brincourt's  assertion  was  aacertaiued,  the  cause  for  ihe  decree  was  re- 
moved and  it  fell  to  the  ground.  But  logic  is  sacrificed  in  this  case,  and  Maxi- 
milian is  held  up  to  ridicule. 

So  much  importance  was  given  to  the  sapposed  deaertion  of  the  republic  by 
President  Jnarez,  that  the  imperial  organs  gave  it  over  as  the  cud  of  the  con- 
test As  soon  as  Brincomt's  occupation  of  Chifanabua  was  known  in  tbe  capi- 
til.  Marshal  Bazaine  hastened  to  telegraph  tbo  news  to  Vera  Cruz,  where  a 
vessel  was  prepared  to  convey  it  without  delay  tn  Napoleon,  as  if  it  were  a 
decided  fact.  They  did  not  consider  that  it  was  only  the  abaudonment  of  a 
sitigle  city,  whose  posESjeion  by  the  French  would  be  of  very  little  importance  ; 
bat,  in  accordance  with  their  Byatem  of  exaggeration,  a  second-rate  affair  was 
made  a  first-rate  Buccess,  and  to  give  it  greater  interest,  they  told  of  the  capture 
of  some  pieces  of  artillery,  not  taken  in  battle,  hut  left  for  want  of  Iransporta- 
tido,  after  having  been  spiked.  In  Che  same  strain  they  called  the  orderly  re- 
treat of  the  republican  government,  a  hasty  flight,  and  concluded  by  saying  the 
President  bad  lef^  the  country,  and  thus  the  troubles  were  over. 

This  is  a  case  of  very  great  importance,  and  the  mistake  wan  serioui,  even 
■llowing  the  allegations  to  have  been  true.  However  injurious  the  exit  of  the 
BQpreme  magistrate  to  the  national  cause,  it  could  not  he  minous ;  were  he  even 
to  die,  though  tbe  nation  would  miss  him  much,  the  national  cause  would  not  he 
irretrievably  injared,  because  it  was  formed  to  outlive  the  moat  eminent  men  who 
die  in  ita  defence.  The  argument,  therefore,  employed  by  the  usurper  in  his 
celebrated  proclamation,  taken  in  the  most  favorable  sense,  amounts  to  an 
absurdity. 

If  its  reasoning  can  thus  be  so  easily  refuted,  the  decree  is  still  subject  to 
greater  blame  for  its  infraction  of  every  principle  of  humanity  ;  and  the  inter- 
ventionists have  reached  the  highest  grade  of  eternal  infamy  in  adopting  its 
priQciples.  Aa  early  as  the  20Ui  of  June,  1863,  General  Forey  created  the 
execrable  French  courts-martial,  whose  records  are  now  saturated  with  the 
nation's  blood.  After  Maximilian's  return  from  his  joarney  into  the  country, 
he  issued  a  circular  orderiug  all  captured  guerritleros  to  be  hanged,  and  not  sat- 
isfied with  tbe  many  sanguinary  executions  aljendy  conaumated,  be  perfected 
his  infernal  work  by  iasaing  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  October,  and  in  this  hia 
ministera  have  become  his  accomplices,  for  their  signatures  arc  appended  to  tbo 
document,  ordering  the  moat  horrid  crime  against  humanity,  a  crime  that  Braco 
himself  would  not  have  dared  to  sanction.  Its  articles  are  marked  with  the 
seal  of  genuine  ferocity  ;  every  one  belonging  to  an  armed  force  of  any  number, 
kind,  order,  or  organization,  cbaracter  or  denomination,  eball  be  condemned  to 
death  by  a  conrt-martial  and  executed  within  twenty-four  houre,  without  appeal 
or  recourse  of  any  kind ;  and  every  one  who  shall  aid  or  abet  the  repnblicana 
in  any  manner  whatever,  give  them  notice  or  warning,  furnish  them  with  any 
mmiitiona  of  war,  have  any  interconrae  with  them,  or  conceal  them,  or  propa- 
ple  false  or  alarming  rumors,  or  reports,  shall  be  snbject  to  the  penalties  of 
imptisonment,  banishment,  or  fine,  according  to  tbe  gravity  of  the  offence.  All 
owners  or  managers  of  plantations  are  required  to  notify  the  imperial  autbori- 
tiet  of  tbe  enemiea*  movements,  under  tbe  penalty  of  a  heavy  fine  in  c  ~ 
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neglect  to  do  Eo.  This  order  ie  extended  to  town  aatbontiea ;  and  all  male 
citizens  between  eighteen  and  fifty-five,  who  do  not  take  up  arms  in  defence  of 
the  empire  are  subject  to  eimilar  penalties.  All  the  other  dispoBitiona  of  the 
said  dycrce  are  of  the  eame  tenor,  tlms  placing  the  whole  comniunity  in  a  state 
of  seige,  declaring  all  criminals  who  are  not  zealous  partisanB  of  the  new  order 
of  things. 

To  show  the  determination  to  enforce  this  decree  with  the  greatest  possible 
rigor,  I  will  cite  a  recent  occnrrcnce  of  the  greatest  importance.  On  the  13th 
of  October  a  division,  commanded  by  JosC;  Maria  Arteaga,  was  defeated  at  Santa 
Ana  Amatlan,  and  he  was  taken  prisoner,  with  General  Carlos  Salazar  and 
several  other  chiefs  and  officers.  Con  Ramon  Mendez,  the  imperial  conqueror, 
who  was  made  brigadier  general  for  that  feat,  did  not  dare  to  enforce  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  sanguinary  law  npon  his  diatiuguishcd  prisoners,  and  sent  to  Mexico 
to  know  what  was  to  be  done  with  them.  He  was  answered  by  the  nsurper's 
minister  of  war,  as  well  as  by  Marshal  Bazaine,  that  the  decree  should  be  strictly 
enforced.  So  Generals  Arteaga  and  Salazar,  Colonels  Diaz  Faracho  and  Villa 
Gomez,  Padre  Mina,  and  we  know  not  how  many  more,  were  shot  in  Umapam 
according  to  supreme  orders.  We  presume  these  atrocious  assassinations  have 
been  continued,  as  we  have  recently  heard  of  the  petition  of  the  ladies  of  Pazcaaro 
to  spare  the  lives  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners.  Everything  has  conspired 
to  render  this  barbarous  act  most  conspicuous  in  its  hideous  deformity.  Hendez's 
prisoners  belouged  to  no  guerilla  band ;  they  were  not  obscure  individuals ; 
they  had  been  guilty  of  do  misdemeanors,  and  were  blameless  in  their  conduct; 
but  they  belonged  to  the  regular  army,  organized  in  dne  form;  they  occupied 
high  poeilions  in  military  rank;  one  was  commanding  general  of  the  divisioa  ; 
allwere  known  as  gentlemen;  tbeir  officers  had  been  lenient  with  French,  Ana- 
trian,  and  Belgian  prisoners ;  and  even  the  Express  newspaper,  ou  hearing  of 
Arteaga's  capture,  pronounced  a  merited  eulogy  on  his  conduct.  But  all  that 
did  not  save  them  from  the  gallows ;  they  were  led  out  and  shot  like  mal- 
efactors. 

Acts  of  this  kind — an  eternal  stigma  of  infamy  upon  its  authors — far  from 
doing  honor  to  their  cause,  wOl  min  it  and  cover  it  with  disgrace.  These  ex- 
treme measures  prove  the  desperation  of  tbeir  cause,  and  it  certainly  cannot 
succeed  by  these  means.  The  wanton  shedding  of  blood,  even  in  wars,  in  all 
ages  and  in  every  part  of  the  world,  has  only  served  for  the  destruction  of  the 
sanguinary  cause.  Tlie  execution  of  those  meritorious  patriots  in  Uniapam  will 
serve  as  a  stimulus  to  the  nation  to  arouse  itself  against  its  butchers  and  avenge 
the  memory  of  its  worthy  children. 

Soon  after  the  promulgation  of  the  decree  to  which  we  have  alluded,  there  was 
a  misunderstanding  among  the  ministers  who  had  signed  it.  Fernando  Ramirez 
wa.s  transferred  from  the  department  of  foreign  relations  to  the  department 
of  state,  and  Velazquez  de  Leon,  its  incumbent,  was  left  without  a  portfolio. 
Martin  del  Castillo  was  put  into  Ramirez's  place,  to  the  great  snrprise  of  every- 
body, as  he  was  only  under  secretary  of  the  treasury  and  manager  of  the  impe- 
rial household.  Manuel  Siliceu  was  dismissed  from  the  department  of  public 
instruction  and  worship,  and  Francisco  Artigae,  a  young  lawyer  of  no  note,  was 
put  in  his  place. 

The  mystery  of  these  changes  remains  unrevealed.  Why  did  Ramirez  leave 
his  position  and  not  quit  the  cabinet  1  Why  was  Siliceo  dismissed  from  the 
cabinet  when  he  had  just  deeply  compromised  iiimself  by  signing  the  sanguinary 
decree  of  the  3d  of  October }  If  this  ministerial  modification  means  a  change  of 
policy,  it  is  very  hard  to  comprehend  it.  The  truth  is,  Uaximilian  must  he  much 
in  want  of  capable  men  for  nis  cabinet,  when  he  has  to  fill  it  with  persons  nn- 
known  or  entirely  disqualified  for  such  distinguished  positions. 
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TntereBted  peraoDB  have  represented  Maximilian  as  a  great  refoTmer  on  account 
of  the  enactment  of  some  organic  lavs  promulgated  lost  November.  Those  I 
have  wen  are  very  far  from  de8«rving  praise.  One  relates  to  the  departments 
and  the  dalies  of  their  heads,  bat  it  is  common.  Another  concerns  the  modification 
of  a  former  decree,  fixing  the  order  of  precedence  among  the  imperial  dignitarie?) 
and  it  is  simply  ridiculous.  The  organization  of  the  judiciary  department 
is  merely  a  copy  of  the  law  signed  by  'I'eodosio  Lares  at  the  time  Santa  Anna 
entitled  himself  serene  highneaB,  and  iuaugnrnted  the  absured  system  of  a 
monarthic&l  farce  in  Mexico.  If  there  are  other  laws  worthy  of  enlogy  in  any 
way  we  hav^  not  beard  of  tbem,  and  even  if  ihey  do  exist  they  are  not  uational, 
becanae  they  do  not  proceed  from  tbe  proper  authority. 

But  the  most  impoitant  part  of  tbe  administrative  functions  is  the  direction  of 
the  treasnry  department.  Tbia  has  heen  organized  by  Francisco  P.  de  CeBar,  the 
present  under  secretary.  According  to  his  report  the  sum  and  enbatance  of  his 
efforts,  in  a  financial  way,  consist  in  doubling  the  present  taxation.  It  certainly 
requires  no  fiscal  genius  to  do  this.  If  this  system  can  he  carried  out,  the  direct- 
ors of  the  Mexican  imperial  treasury  may  boast  of  having  solved  all  pecuniary 
difficulties.  If  donhltng  the  rales  of  taxation  will  not  do,  they  can  triple  or 
qoadruple  them,  going  on  in  geometrical  progression  until  there  be  no  deficit  in 
government  expenses. 

The  calculation  of  this  estimate  is  very  easy  on  paper;  but  in  practice,  we 
judge  there  will  be  inseparable  difficulties.  War  is  a  great  obstacle  to  the  col- 
lection of  taxes  at  present;  but  when  all  private  fortunes  are  exhausted  by  its 
continuation,  how  is  any  government  to  subsist?  It  will  require  long  years  of 
peace  to  enable  the  country  to  support  a  monarchy,  such  as  the  present  one. 

Tbe  financial  situation  is  becoming  so  complicated.  That  it  can  never  be  tm- 
tangled.  The  yearly  eatimate  amounts  to  fifty-seven  millions  of  dollars,  eighteen 
inillioQB  of  which  go  to  the  support  of  the  army,  and  the  thirty-nine  remaining 
to  the  civil  govemiuent.  Our  reasoning  becomes  more  forcible  as  these  expenses 
increase  ;  and  this  is  the  government  that  was  to  be  as  panacea  to  all  onr  ills  I 
Any  one  acquainted  with  our  coantry  can  see  how  absurd  it  is  to  think  that 
such  a  anm  can  be  collected.  We  langb  at  tbe  new  financier  sent  to  Mexico 
by  Napoleon  to  make  these  ridiculous  calculations.  Mr.  Langlaie  has  asserted 
that  it  is  very  easy  to  make  Mexico  yield  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars ! 
When  we  see  foreign  financiers,  entirely  ignorant  of  our  conntry;  solve  compli- 
cated questions  in  four  words,  we  are  tempted  to  exclaim  ;  "  Pardon  them,  O 
Lord,  for  they  know  not  what  they  say  !" 

The  present  condition  of  the  finances  is  gloomy  ;  rentes  and  foreign  loans 
have  already  been  absorbed  by  the  government  expenses.  The  revenues  of  the 
States  have  also  been  used  np,  since  the  central  system  was  substituted  for  the 
federative.  The  funds  have  been  need  to  support  a  court  of  foreigner*,  that 
squanders  money  in  great  profusion.  Korses,  balls,  excursions,  shows,  banquets, 
alms,  servants  and  dress  cost  millions.  Four  millions'  pay  to  tbe  Austrian  sol- 
diers is  aside  from  all  this.  Such  extravagance  will  certainly  bankrupt  tbe 
eotmtry  and  put  an  end  to  the  imperial  farce.  *  *  « 

In  fact,  everything  conspires  to  make  the  situation  more  grievous,  the  few 
victories  of  the  imperial  arms  not  excepted.  The  advantage  has  mostly  been 
on  onr  side,  even  when  tbe  imperialists  triumphed,  for  nobody  can  believe  in  its 
ultimate  success  in  this  prolonged  struggle.  For  military  operations  in  this 
vast  conntry  the  imperial  government  depends  upon  the  Frencti  expeditionary 
eoips,  the  foreign  l^on  and  Mexican  soldiers  armed  by  the  invaders.  A  rapid 
view  of  these  three  elements  will  demonstrate  the  impossibility  of  sxecutmg 
tbe  work  proposed. 

We  cannot  say  exactly  what  is  the  number  of  men  in  the  French  expedi- 
tunury  corps;  but  at  the  time  the  question  was  debated  in  the  legislative 
Oiembly,  it  coneiflted  of  28,000  men.     According  to  another  report,  it  consisted 
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of  twenty-one  battaliona  of  iufantiy,  thirteen  BqaadroDH  of  cavalry,  eight  batte- 
ries of  artillery,  and  a  corapany  of  sappers.  Although  recruits  have  continued 
to  come  from  France  for  the  last  few  months  for  the  army  in  Mexico,  the  force 
haa  not  been  increased,  aa  they  had  to  take  the  place  of  discharged  eoldicn. 
One  of  the  ways  Napoleon  thought  of  to  increase  his  Mexican  troops,  waa  to 
hire  1,000  soldiers  from  the  viceroy  of  Egypt  to  serve  in  portions  of  the  coun- 
try unhealthy  to  Europeans.  One  of  the  dangers  of  employing  these  troopa  is, 
they  may  bring  the  cholera  into  the  country.  This  plan  was  protested  against 
by  Mr.  Seward,  in  a  note  to  the  French  government,  and  it  waa  diBcontianed, 
aud  the  idea  abandoned. 

From  the  most  reliable  information,  the  foreign  legion  consists  of  12,900  men. 
Its  losses  are  greater  than  those  of  the  French  troopa,  because  it  has  taken  part 
in  almost  alt  the  important  combats,  with  disastrous  results,  and  has  been  eent 
to  sickly  regions  where  many  died.  Many  of  the  Austrians  sent  to  pacify 
Yucatan,  perished  there  of  yellow  fever ;  and  many  Belgians  died  of  fever  in 
HichoHcau,  Typhus  fever  broke  out  recently  in  San  Luis  Potosi  and  destroyed 
many  of  the  French  garrisou  ststioned  there. 

The  auxiliary  corps  of  Mexican  traitors  is  the  smallest  body  of  troops  fighting 
for  intervention,  and  they  are  kept  so  purposely  on  account  of  the  mistrust  wiM 
which  they  are  regarded.  Desertion  from  the  impeiial  to  the  republican  ranks 
is  another  cause  of  diminution  in  the  former.  We  know  of  none  other  of  the 
Mexican  auxiliaries  but  those  of  Mejia's  division  in  Matamoras,  Oronoz's  brigade 
in  Colima,  a  few  of  them  in  Acapulco,  and  those  with  Hendez  in  Michoacan. 

As  a  euDtmary  of  Nnpoleon'a  working  forces  in  the  field,  we  reckon  40,000 
foreign  troops  and  6,000  or  8,000  Mexican  imperialists.  As  the  insurrection 
has  now  become  general  all  over  tlie  country,  this  force  is  entirely  insufficient 
for  the  proposed  pacification  of  Mexico.  Ualess  supplied  with  constant  re-en- 
forcements it  will  continue  to  diminish  till  it  is  useless;  and  even  with  those  it 
has  had,  it  has  done  nothing  to  end  its  mission. 

In  fact,  the  military  operation  of  the  last  months  of  this  year  clearly  demon- 
strate that  the  small  ifire  is  not  so  easily  quenched,  although  the  defenders  of 
uatiooal  independence  were  called  bandits  and  were  treated  as  such.  Small  as 
they  may  be  and  meanly  as  they  are  treated,  their  feeble  efforts  will  soon  put 
an  end  to  monarchy  and  intervention. 

The  republican  cause  is  still  sustained  in  Tabasco  and  Chiapas,  and  the 
national  government  kept  up.  As  their  peculiar  position  exempts  them  from 
frequent  molestation,  they  employ  tiieir  leisure  time  in  preparing  for  new  strug- 
gles, or  iu  lending  aid  to  the  national  forces  in  their  vicinity. 

In  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz  General  Garcia  is  attracting  ibe  enemy's  attention, 
molesting  him  continually,  and  often  doing  considerable  damage.  We  occnpy 
important  places  fur  a  time,  and  then  are  compelled  to  abandon  them  to  the 
imperialists.  This  was  the  case  in  Zongolica,  Hiiatasco,  and  various  other 
towns,  which  were  alternately  taken  by  both  parties.  The  republicans  have 
recently  taken  possession  of  Tlapacoyan.  The  trains  on  the  railway  between 
Cordova  and  Orizava  are  frequently  fired  into.  One  train  was  stopped;  the 
French  were  token  from  it  and  executed. 

Colonels  Figueroa  ^nd  Diaz  have  continued  fighting  in  Oaxaca  with  varied 
success.  After  taking  Tehoacan,  Figueroa  gained  another  important  victory  in 
Trapichito,  routing  an  Austrian  column,  and  taking  the  money  it  was  escorting. 
The  newspapers  of  the  capital  reported  that  the  republican  forces  were  over- 
taken and  punished;  but  this  could  not  have  been  true,  as  they  soon  returned 
to  the  field  better  equipped  than  they  were  before.  The  good  sense  of  the 
people  of  Oaxaca  will  keep  them  steadfast  in  the  good  cause,  particularly  as 
they  may  expect  aid  from  their  neighbors,  and  can  take  adrantage  of  the  dis- 
sensiouB  among  the  imperialist  and  Anstrian  authorities  in  the  capital  of  the 
State. 
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UicboacaD  fana  b«en  tlie  theatre  of  events  of  mnch  interest.  The  army  of 
iLe  centre  has  been  reorgaaised,  and  has  acquired  such  atrcugth  that  its  head- 
qnartere  are  non  only  tirelve  leagaes  from  Morelia.  The  commander-in-chief 
bu  divided  his  forces  into  three  sections:  one  under  Riva  Pahicio,  another 
anAei  Zepeda,  and  taking  charge  of  the  third  himself.  The  first  advanced  apon 
Uorelia  on  the  12th  of  October,  and  wonld  have  taken  the  town  if  the  cavalry 
liad  not  wasted  time  in  pursaing  some  Bjmg  Belgians  oQtaide,  which  gave  tba 
besi^ed  time  to  strengthen  their  fortifications  within  the  city.  Our  forces  thus 
fio^tnted  retired,  with  considerable  loss  to  the  Belgians. 

The  imperial  oewspapers  also  reported  the  defeat  of  Zepeda  by  Carriedo,  a 
lieutenant  colonel  in  the  employ  of  the  interventionists.  As  we  have  heard 
uothiDg  of  this  from  any  other  source  we  are  inclined  to  doobt  its  truth. 

As  to  the  third  section,  we  mentioned  it  when  apeakine  of  General  Arteaga's 
luassiLation.  Mendez  says  his  victory  at  Santa  Ana  Amatlan  was  owing  to 
bid  harried  march  of  twelve  leagues  through  the  hot  region  j  but  wo  think  it 
more  attributable  to  chance. 

The  lamentable  events  mentioned  have  not  put  aa  end  to  the  war  in  Hichoa- 
ou,  a  State  that  has  distinguished  itself  in  this  war,  for  the  chiefs  there  have 
given  varied  proofs  of  valor  and  constancy.  General  Regales  has  been  put  in 
conimaDd  of  the  army  of  the  centre,  in  place  of  General  Arteaga.  This  dialin- 
gniihed  leader,  assisted  hy  Bonda,  Garcia,  and  many  others,  will  preserve  the 
good  name  of  the  State,  and  may  add  new  honors  to  its  renown  by  future  deeds 
of  dory. 

The  oarlisnii  leader,  Ugalde,  already  so  famous,  has  not  failed  to  act  in  his 
line  of  hnBinees.  He  routed  a  force  that  was  sent  out  after  him  from  Mexico  in 
Ssn  Felipe,  and  after  a  hard  day's  march  had  another  enconnter  with  the 
enemy,  with  the  loss  of  a  few  of  his  men.  As  is  usual,  when  republican  news 
i*  reported  in  imperialist  papers,  Ugalde  was  said  to  be  cut  to  pieces,  and  his 
fone  entirely  destroyed.  This  was  not  true,  for  the  formidable  partisan  mode 
Hi  appearance  in  a  few  days  with  a  better  force  than  before. 

The  republican  Escamilla  routed  the  imperialutts  luder  Llorente,  at  Huasteca, 
ud  both  leaders  were  killed  in  the  actioii. 

It  would  he  a  tedious  task  to  mention  all  tbe  encounters  of  our  partisans  with 
die  enemy ;  suffice  it  to  say,  the  republicans  mostly  set  the  advantage,  and  their 
Doaber  in  the  good  cause  increases,  often  swelled  by  those  who  had  formerly 
figared  in  the  intervention  ranks  when  they  had  been  forced  to  fight.  General 
Juan  Vicario  belongs  to  this  nnmber;  he  pronounced  against  the  imperial  gov- 
eniment  iu  Uatamoras.  Fermin  Valdes,  lately  killed  in  an  encounter,  was 
mother  of  these.  If  a  few  of  these  partisans  surrender,  as  Fragosa  did,  a  sec- 
oiut  time,  many  others  rise  up  to  take  his  place,  thus  demonstrating  that  the 
contest  will  be  iuterminable. 

In  tbe  St  ite  of  Guerrero,  where  the  public  spirit  has  not  been  disturbed,  the 
r^td>lican  forces  are  increasing,  aud  many  of  them  joined  General  Diaz  after 
hie  escape  from  prison.  The  brave  sons  of  this  State  will  soon  have  occasion 
lo  lead  important  aid  to  the  national  cause,  as  the  port  of  Acapulco  has  been 
bdd  since  September  by  500  men,  under  Uootenegro,  protected  by  the  French 
fieeL  When  our  garrison  evacuated  the  town,  moat  of  the  inhabitants  left  with 
tken,  and  remained  in  the  neighborhood,  to  prevent  the  entry  of  provisions  for 
ite  enemy'a  use.  as  well  as  tu  harass  tbem  if  they  ventured  outside.  They  can 
oalf  get  provisions  now  by  sea.  Many  of  the  garrison  are  sick,  aud  not  a  mdin 
can  venture  beyond  the  town  without  running  the  risk  of  capture.  They  would 
biTe  been  attacked  and  destroyed  long  ago  bnt  for  the  French  vessels  which 
protect  them.  They  have  lately  received  re-enforcements  under  a  certain  Torrea, 
^a,  it  it  said,  500  more  are  coming  from  Mazatlan.  For  all  this  their  position 
ii  nci  much  better  j  for,  if  they  confine  themselveB  to  the  port,  diseoae  «nd 
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han^r  vill  dcetroj  them ;  and  if  they  ventnre  into  the  interior,  the  obstacles 
and  diJficultieB  the^  meet  with  will  be  insuperable  in  a  defeneire  warfare. 

General  Epcobedo  having  determined  upon  a  new  campai^  in  the  frnntier 
States,  marched  upon  Matamoraa  with  all  the  troops  he  could  ruee  in  Taman- 
VmoB,  Nnevo  Leon,  and  Coahnila.  The  £ret  cavalrj'  brigade  was  left  t«  guard 
Monterey. 

On  the  22d  of  October  the  northern  army  corps  camped  at  Alvino  PeO^ 
within  cannon-aliot  of  the  town.  General  Eecobedo  sent  Colonel  Sostenes 
Rocha  to  demand  a  eunender  of  the  place.  Aa  it  was  refused,  trenches  were 
made  by  the  republicans  and  battertca  erected  preparatory  to  an  assault. 

Tomas  Mejia  finding  aome  confederate  officers  among  Maximilian's  troops  had 
them  ahot,  because  he  had  been  informed  that  they  intended  to  surrender  the 
place  to  Escobedo,  if  they  found  an  opportunity. 

On  the  S4th  ordeis  were  issued  for  toe  attack  next  day.  General  Hinojosa 
was  placed  on  tite  right.  General  Gortinas  on  the  Icfl,  and  a  feint  was  to  be  made 
in  the  centre  to  divert  attention.  At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  a 
north  wind  and  hard  rain  came  on  and  continued  till  5.  As  the  weather  pre- 
TCDted  an  attack,  the  troops  stationed  ou  the  flanka  fell  back.  At  half  past  fonr 
the  signal  for  attack  was  given,  but,  as  it  could  not  be  aimultaueous,  it  failed, 
though  commenced  with  rigor,  Hinojosa  advanced  first  and  penetrated  the  city 
to  Independence  square.  The  enemy  was  repulsed  ;  but,  being  reinforced  from 
the  forts,  and  supported  by  the  steamer  Antonia  that  came  up  the  river  and 
took  our  forces  in  the  rear,  we  had  to  retreat  to  our  original  position.  General 
Hinojoea  and  Colonel  Adolfo  Garza  were  badly  wounded  in  the  engagement. 
At  that  moment  the  left  wing  came  in  with  boldness.  General  Cortmas  took 
one  furt  and  disabled  another;  but  the  enemy's  reserve  being  free,  fell  upon 
their  new  assailants  and  drove  tbem  back.     They  withdrew  in  good  order. 

Thus  an  affair  that  would  have  been  of  signal  importance  was  frustrated  by 
accident.  If  the  attack  had  been  simultaneous  instead  of  partial,  the  repub- 
licans would  have  been  victorious. 

Mejia  then  sent  out  his  cavalry  three  consecutive  times  to  attack  our  centre, 
and  was  driven  back  each  time. 

There  was  no  formal  attack  made  afterwards.  Rain  and  wind  continaed 
without  interruption.  Skirmishea  were  lively  every  day.  On  the  7th  Canales 
attacked  a  steamer  bringing  aome  French  marinea  to  aid,  wounded  a  few  men, 
but  the  steamer  paaaed. 

Hard  weather,  want  of  mnnitiona,  and  the  newa  of  the  evacuation  of  Monterey 
by  the  French  cauecd  us  to  raiae  the  siege  of  Matamoraa,  after  vainlv  endea- 
voring to  provoke  Mejia  to  battle  in  the  open  field.  Cortiuae  remainea  guard- 
ing the  post  while  Escobedo  marched  towards  Monterey,  on  the  14th  of  No- 
vember, with  the  Naranjo  brigade  ;  the  rest  of  the  troops  went  into  qnarters. 

The  reason  why  Matamoras  was  not  taken  having  been  explainwi,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  natural  forces,  over  which  we  had  no  control,  prevented  its  full. 

The  imperialists,  with  theirusual  mendacity,  misrepresented  this  attack ;  they 
called  it  a  defeat ;  did  not  give  the  correct  list  of  losses,  and  represented  the 
republicans  as  annihilated.  If  that  had  been  the  case,  why  did  not  Mejia  coma 
out  and  give  chase  to  the  ftigitives  1  Even  after  Gortinas  was  left  alone  in  front 
of  the  tnwn,  the  int«rventioniBt8  did  not  dare  to  attack  him. 

During  the  aiege,  the  American  soldiers  in  Brownaville  continued  to  applaud 
th'e  bcaiegers.  The  traitors  and  French  asserted  that  they  furnished  ammunition 
to  the  Mexicans.  This  was  the  cause  of  a  warm  correspondence  between  the 
French  marine  Glonet,  Thomas  Mejia,  and  the  American  General  Weitsel,  in 
which  the  last  completely  disproves  hia  infraction  of  neutrality,  bat  doee  not 
conceal  hia  sympathy,  and  that  of  hia  men,  for  the  cause  of  the  Mexican  repnblte. 
Weitzel  sent  Clouet  an  insolent  note,  and  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
the  ptesnmptnoiu  marine. 
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The  evident  preference  of  the  American  army,  and  all  the  people,  for  our 
ciUBe,  makes  it  bard  for  them  to  conceal  their  expresBtoDS ;  and  if  the  French 
troops  do  not  withdraw  from  our  Boil  this  feeling  will  certainly  bring  aboat  a 
emflict  between  France  and  the  United  States.  General  Escohedo,  still  design* 
ing  to  occupy  Uonterey,  left  Cadereyta  Jimenez,  the  22d  of  November,  with 
the  first  and  second  New  Leon  brigades  and  two  squadrons  of  Ooahuila  rifles, 
and  stopped  for  tbe  night  at  Guadalupe,  one  league  from  the  said  capital.  It 
was  known  to  Tinajero  and  Qniroga,  in  defence  of  tbe  capital,  that  Raperto 
Martinez  had  three  bnndrcd  men  for  tbe  republicans ;  m  they  determined  to  attack 
OB  before  that  aid  could  come  up.  The  attack  was  made  on  the  g3d,  and  we 
stood  it  bravely.  Then  we  attacked  them,  with  Colonel  TreriSos's  cavalry  in 
the  flank  and  rear  and  the  rest  of  oar  forces  in  iront,  and  routed  them  com- 
pletely, taking  many  prisoners,  and  arms  and  ammnnition  of  all  sorts. 

The  expected  re-enforcements  arriving  the  next  day,  the  24th,  it  was  decided 
to  storm  the  town.  Three  coInmuB  were  arranged  under  Colonels  Rocha  and 
Karanjo,  with  commander  Martinez.  Tlie  attack  was  made  so  boldly  tbe  single 
forts  soon  fell  into  our  hands,  the  garrieon  waa  dispersed,  and  the  fugitives  took 
tefiige  in  the  citadel  and  Obispo  fort.     The  enemy's  loss  was  great. 

As  soon  as  our  movements  were  known.  Commander  La  Uayrie  of  Sahillo, 
and  JeanniDgroB,  just  made  general,  who  was  going  to  Monclova,  offered  assist- 
ance to  the  besieged.  La  Hayrie,  being  the  nearest,  arrived  first,  reaching  Mon- 
terey by  forced  marches  on  the  morning  of  tbe  25th.  He  marched  gtraight 
into  the  city  and  attacked  ub  boldly ;  but  tbe  republican  infantry  compelled  him 
to  retreat.  Colonel  Boca  charged  them  with  bis  cavalry,  and  drove  them  quite 
out  of  the  city,  with  the  loss  of  many  hilled  and  wounded. 

When  General  Esfiobedo  was  about  to  attack  the  French  and  traitors  that 
bad  bid  in  the  citadel  and  Obispo  fort,  he  heard  that  Jeanningros  was  at  San 
Francisco,  only  a  league  and  a  half  from  Monterey.  As  he  bad  not  enough 
forces  to  bold  tbe  place,  be  left  it,  in  good  ordei ,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  same  day,  the  2fith. 

We  bad  gone  but  four  le^^es  when  the  French  cavaly  overtook  tis,  baraes- 
iog  our  rear  ;  but  we  soon  turned  and  drove  them  back.  They  returned  to 
Monterey  that  night.  Our  troops  continned  their  march  unmolested  to  Camargo, 
where  they  intended  to  rest  for  a  new  camp^gn. 

Jeanningros'B  sudden  arrival  at  Monterey  annulled  the  good  effect  of  our 
three  anccessive  victories  on  the  23d,  24tb,  and  25th  November. 

Our  repulse  of  Qniroga  and  Tinajero,  in  tlieir  Hrst  attack,  was  very  commend- 
able ;  and  our  subsequent  assanlt  and  temporary  capture  of  tbe  city  was  a  etiU 
more  deserving  feat.     The  commander  said  in  hie  report  of  the  affair.:  "With 

Slenty  of  such  soldiers,  we  would  soon  see  tbe  independence  and  liberty  of  our 
ear  country  secnred." 
The  interventionists  distorted  the  events  of  Monterey  as  much  as  possible, 
according  to  their  inveterate  custom  ;  and  tbe  defeat  of  Tinajero  and  Quiroga 
at  Guadalupe  was  changed  into  an  imperial  victory.  The  rout  of  La  Hayrie 
was  passed  over  in  utter  silence.  They  proclaimed  a  victory  over  the  republi- 
can forces  when  they  attacked  our  rear  guard  ;  when  we  had  only  three  wounded 
and  eight  scattered.  The  only  thing  they  did  not  deny  was  the  capture 
of  Monterey,  in  which  prevarication  was  impossible ;  and  that  is  tbe  way  im- 
peiialiats  write  history  I 

In  order  to  concentrate  the  army.  Marshal  Bazaine  ordered  tbe  withdrawal 
of  the  French  that  had  invaded  the  States  of  New  Leon,  Coahuila,  Chihuahua. 
Sinaloa,  and  Sonora  in  the  mnntha  of  September  and  October.  This  move- 
ment was  made  simultaneonsly,  and  was  Boon  known  by  us,  Jeanningros  left 
Monterey  and  Saltillo  for  San  Luis  ;  General  firinconrt  abandoned  tbe  State  of 
Chibuahua,  followed  bv  all  the  traitors  that  had  joined  his  party.  This  was  a 
good  lesson  to  those  who  had  changed  their  principlcB  so  suddenly ;  they  were 


30  CONDITION  OF    AFPAIBfl  IN  MEXICO. 

saddenly  abnndoned  by  their  new  friendB,  the  invaders.  The  French  l«ft  every 
part  of  Sinaloa,  except  the  port  of  Mazntlan,  and  the  garriBon  soon  began  to 
deeert  that  place  too.  And  finally,  till  the  foreign  troopa  in  Sonora  left  Ures 
and  Hermosillo  and  concentrated  in  Gnnymae,  which  place  Colonel  Gamier 
soon  left  for  Uazatlnn. 

Before  the  evacuation  of  Sonora  a  very  lamentable  accident  oconrrcd.  Gen- 
eral Ro3a1e!<,  who  was  compelled  to  quit  Alamos,  returned  in  August  to  attack 
the  imperialiEts  garrisoned  there.  Tnis  he  did  with  his  accnstomcd  conrage,  biit 
waB  beaten  back  with  considerable  lose,  and  perished  in  the  fight,  Sucli  was 
the  lamentable  but  glorious  end  of  the  victor  at  San  Pedro.  Ijong  will  the 
country  remember  his  deeda. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Chihuahua,  the  President  determined  to  return  to  the 
capital  of  that  State.  Before  he  left  El  Paso  he  ordered  a  town  to  be  laid  ont 
at  Presidio  del  Norte,  and  named  it  Ojinaga,  after  the  gallant  general  of  that 
name  who  perished  in  defence  of  the  national  canee.  He  issued  a  circular,  or- 
dering all  generals,  chiefs,  and  officers  who  had  left  the  tepnblic  without  ex- 
press leave  from  the  government,  or  those  who  had  overstaid  their  leave,  to  he 
imprisoned  as  soon  as  they  relumed  and  tried  for  the  offence.         •         • 

Two  days  before  the  government  left  tins  place  it  was  honored  hy  a  ball 
given  by  the  American  officers  in  Fort  Bliss,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  sympathy 
and  esteem,  which  had  been  shown  before  on  several  occasions. 

When  the  government  returned  to  Chihnahua  the  new  governor  and  military 
commander  was  in  power.  When  the  French  left,  they  appointed  Felii  Macey- 
ra  ae  governor,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  principal  citizens.  Then 
Colonel  Jos(!  Merino,  political  chief  and  military  commander  of  the  eastern 
frontier  of  the  State,  making  use  of  the  power  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
government,  made  Luis  Terrazas  political  chief  and  military  commander  of  the 
capital,  and  he  immediately  assumed  the  position,  and  ho  was  soon  confirmed 
in  it  by  the  Slate  government.  There  was  this  singular  coincidence  with  Ter- 
razas :  he  had  bei  n  made  political  prefect  of  the  department  by  General  Brin- 
conrt,  when  the  French  had  possession,  and  confirmed  by  Maximilian.  Both 
appointments  were  undoubtedly  made  on  account  of  his  popularity.  Maximi- 
lian did  not  know  faim,  but  presumed  he  would  lend  himself  to  the  canee  of  in- 
tervention. He  was  much  mistaken.  Mr.  Terrazas's  loyal  and  patriotic  con- 
duct will  be  honored  in  all  time  to  come. 

The  President  left  El  Paso  on  the  13th  of  November,  and  arrived  in  Ohibna- 
baa  on  the  SOth.  An  account  of  bis  reception  there  waa  pnbliebed  in  a  supple- 
ment to  the  official  paper  on  the  Slst.  It  is  a  ftutbt^l  and  exact  report  of  tbe 
memorable  celebration.        •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  government  had  hardly  got  to  Ghibnahus  when  it  was  rumored  that  the 
French  had  relumed  to  the  State,  At  first  the  stranre  report  was  hard  to  be- 
lieve, for  it  conld  not  be  imagined  why  the  enemy  suould  come  back  and  re- 
poBsesa  the  same  places  they  bad  just  left.  But  it  was  a  serious  fact,  and  the 
invading  forces  rapidly  approached  the  capital.  They  were  not  far  off,  when 
the  government  resolved  to  return  to  El  Paso  a  second  time. 

To  judge  from  reports,  the  advance  movement  of  tbe  enemy  was  general, 
just  as  the  retreat  had  been  a  few  months  before.  In  fact,  .Teanningros  came 
back  from  San  Luis  to  Mondova  about  that  time,  driving  out  Andres  S.  Vi- 
ezca,  governor  and  military  commander  of  tbe  State  of  Coahnila  de  Zaragoza, 
and  following  him  almost  to  Piedras  Ncgras.  We  do  not  know  if  tb«)  same 
happened  in  Sinaloa  and  Sonora,  but  we  preaume  it  did,  as  that  was  Marshal 
Bazaine's  general  plan. 

Generals  Rnbi  and  Corona  have  their  forces  united  in  Sinaloa  to  oppose  the 
enemy.  They  have  possession  of  the  entire  State,  except  tbe  port  of  Uazat- 
Ian,  and  they  were  approaching  to  take  that.  They  are  prepared  for  every 
emetgency.    As  to  Bouora,  aluiougb  Qandora  had  indaced  many  of  tbe  semi* 
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Edvages  of  the  State  to  adhere  to  intervention,  it  ia  moat  probable  he  has  been 
wLipped  by  General  Martinez  and  Colonel  Correa,  who  went  with  a  republican 
forc«  to  meet  him.  These  chiefs,  in  union  with  General  Oarcia  Uor&les,  at  anj 
nte,  will  keep  alive  the  fiames  of  ineurrection. 

The  Presiaent  of  the  republic  reached  this  city  on  the  18th  instant.  At  the 
distance  of  two  leagues  from  town  he  was  received  by  the  local  authorities,  the 
principal  citizens,  and  many  (Minntry  people.  A  band  of  music  met  him  at  the 
entrance  of  the  town,  and  accompanied  him  with  crowds  to  the  bouse  prepared 
for  hit  place  of  residence.  The  people  applandi.'d  him  as  he  advanced,  and  the 
filing  of  guns,  the  ringing  of  belln,  and  Balvos  of  artillery  expressed  the  public 
rfjoicing.  The  houses  of  the  principal  atreela  were  hung  with  curtains  and 
'flags.  There  was  a  banquet  spread  in  the  building  prepared  for  the  President, 
inn  it  was  attended  by  tnc  local  fanctionariee  and  many  die tingiii shed  persons, 
tome  of  whom  carried  tbeir  amiability  so  far  as  to  wait  on  the  table  themBclvea. 
Many  ladies  called  on  the  chief  of  the  nation  the  neit  day,  and  be  aeemed  de- 
lighted with  the  demonstration  of  preference  thus  displayed. 

General  Ignacio  Mejia  was  appointed  minister  of  war  on  the  25tfa .  The  good 
Mrvice8,bo  has  rendered  bis  country  oti  various  occasions  makes  him  worthy  of 
(he  position.  He  was  une  of  the  chief  defenders  of  the  national  cause  on  the 
memorable  5th  of  May,  1S62,  and  at  the  siege  of  Puebla,  in  the  following  year, 
There  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Franco,  He  has  remained  stendfaatia 
his  eanac,  and  rejected  indignantly  all  propoeald  of  Bubmisaion  to  the  interven- 
tionist eoTernment.  Now  be  has  returned  home,  he  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
devote  himself  anew  to  the  service  of  his  country,  oa  he  is  now  doing  in  the  high 
position  to  which  he  has  been  deservedly  called  by  the  confidence  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  republic. 

A  few  days  after  the  establishment  of  the  government  in  this  city,  a  report 
WHS  circulated  that  the  enemy  from  Chihuahua  intended  to  attack  us.  Tbie 
(remed  very  probable,  aa  the  invaders  are  doing  all  they  can  to  drive  the  Chief 
Uagiairale  of  the  nation  from  Mexican  territory.  Bat  it  seems  they  are  not  in 
a  condition  to  undertake  new  excursions,  as  the  troops  at  the  capital  are  not  suf- 
ficient to  garrison  that  place,  and  furniah  an  expedition  against  this,  at  the  same 
time.  It  ia  even  reported  they  are  so  weak,  tbey  are  afraid  of  an  attack  from 
ns,  and  are  digging  trenches  and  erecting  fortifications  for  defence. 

In  case  of  an  attack  upon  us,  we  will  be  well  prepared  for  it.  Due  prepara- 
tioos  for  defence  are  making  around  us,  and  both  the  State  and  general  govern* 
Denis  are  collecting  all  the  elements  of  war  for  tbe  occasion.  In  case  of  the 
enemy's  advance  be  will  most  probobly  meet  with  an  unexpected  resistance,  ca- 
pable of  fmetrating  his  plans  ;  and  even  if  it  should  not  bo  so,  he  will  scarcely 
in^ceed  in  driving  the  Frcaident  from  the  national  territory. 

All  this  will  not  put  an  end  to  the  war  that  has  already  lasted  four  years  ; 
nothing  less  than  an  abandonment  of  invasion  will  do  it.  Tbe  national  cause 
is  certainly  in  a  better  condition  to  day  than  it  was  at  the  close  of  1864.  Great 
advances  have  been  made  againat  interventina  in  Europe,  in  the  United  States, 
and  in  onr  own  republic,  of  late  years,  and  we  have  taken  care  to  note  them 
down  in  the  aeriea  of  our  reviewa.  The  very  probable  withdrawal  of  the  French 
troops  ;  the  end  of  tbe  civil  war  in  the' neighboring  nation,  and  its  firm  position 
on  the  Monroe  doctrine ;  Maximilian's  want  of  pecuniary  means,  and  the  im- 
poeeibility  of  obtaining  them  by  loans ;  the  disorder  of  everything  in  the  em- 
pire, and  tbe  determination  in  the  country  to  reaist  foreign  dominion — these  are 
the  marked  advantages  that  have  been  gained  within  the  lost  twelve  months. 
Many  anticipated  a!dvantagea  have  been  realized  in  18G5.  We  have  good 
reason  now  to  hope  that  French  intervention  will  soon  come  to  a  close,  and  leave 
tite  Mexican  republic  to  re-establish  its  former  independence,  and  restore  its 
liberal  institotions  before  tbe  end  of  tbe  year  of  1SG6. 

Paso  del  Norte,  December  31, 1665. 

ANTONIO  DE  CASTRO  T  OARRIIXO.  i  , 


32  CONDITIOIT  OF    AFFAIRS  IN  MEXICO. 

No.  11. 
Mt.  Seward  to  Seftar  Romero. 

Drpartment  op  Statb, 

Wathington,  July  6,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  commnnicBtion  of 
the  18th  of  May  laat,  containing  Bome  extrartB  from  a  pamphlet  entitled  "The 
Foreign  Question,"  published  at  Paso  del  Norte,  for  the  information  contained 
in  which  be  plfaaed  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myeeir  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  assurances  of  my  moet 
difltinguished  cod  eiders  lion. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD.     ' 
SefioT  Don  Matias  Romero,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  Sfc. 


No.  12. 
Sdlor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seteard. 

[TranBlntion.] 

Mbxicak  Legation  (n  the  United  States  op  America, 

Wathington,  Maij  28,  1866. 
Mr.  Sbcbhtahy  :  As  ono  of  theroasjy  proofs  of  barbarity  perpetrated  bytho 
French  troops  now  desolating  Mexico  with  tbe  pretext  of  restoring  peace,  I  have 
the  honor  to  send  you,  for  tbe  information  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  a  copy  of  No.  14  of  the  official  paper  of  the  government  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  of  tbe  2Glb  of  April  IsHt,  and  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  tbe  cor- 
respondeDcc  therein  published  by  tbe  department  of  war  and  marine,  consisting 
of  the  following  documents  : 

1.  A  comiiiuaication  from  General  A.  S.  Viezca,  governor  and  military  com- 
mander of  the  State  of  Coahuila,  dated  the  29th  of  January  lost,  and  addreaaed 
to  the  department  mentioned,  giving  a  report  of  his  oxpcditione  and  stating  that 
tbe  French  forces  and  interventionista  bad  burnt  the  towns  of  Matamoraa  aad 
Soledad  and  many  bouses  in  Viezca,  all  in  that  State,  murdering  fifty  harmless 
and  unarmed  persons,  two  men  over  eighty  years  of  age  and  a.  boy  of  twelve. 

2.  Two  orders  signed  by  .Maximo  Campos,  chief  of  a  column  of  intervention 
troops  under  the  command  of  tbe  French  General  Brincourt,  dated  the  9lh  and 
10th  of  February  last,  and  addi-cssed  to  the  asgociate  judge  of  the  town  of  Saa 
Lorenzo,  commanding  him  to  burn  tbe  houttes  of  eleven  persous  who  had  de- 
serted bis  ranks,  in  wbicb  they  had  been  forced,  and  to  turn  their  families  from 
their  homes  on  account  of  tbe  supposed  crime  ot  their  relatives. 

3.  1'be  reply  of  General  Ignacio  Mejia,  minister  of  war,  to  tbe  note  of  Gov- 
ernor Viezca,  before  referred  to. 

4.  A  communication  from  General  Luia  Tcrrazas,  governor  of  tbe  State  of 
Gbihuabua,  enclosing  a  note  from  tbe  civil  and  military  chief  of  the  cautou  of 
Gamargo,  ioforming  him  that  three  hundred  French  had  burnt  the  towa  of 
Atotonilco  and  several  eatatee,  one  of  them  tbe  Rancho  dc  Polomas. 

5.  Another  communication  fiom  the  same  Governor  Terrazas,  containing  the 
report  ot  the  mayor  of  Atotonilco,  on  tbe  13tb  of  April,  giving  details  of  the 
deati-nction  of  that  place  by  tbe  French,  who  turned  tbe  inhabitants  out  of  their 
houses,  and  burned  everyone  of  them,  thus  leaving  a  number  of  innocent  families 
without  shelter.  Tbe  mayor  added  that  the  French  soon  left  to  destroy  the  town 
of  Rio  Florido  in  tbe  same  manner,  and  on  quitting  the  ruins  of  Atotonilco 
they  said  nobody  should  live  there  again,  and  they  would  return  in  a  week 
and  shoot  any  one  who  bad  come  back  to  live  there. 


.c., Google 
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6.  And  Wtly,  the  mioister  of  war's  reply  to  tho  preceding  commuQication. 

It  seems  to  me  unnecessaiy  to  comment  upoa  these  atrocities  reported  in  the 
official  docnments  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  as  they  plainly  show  the  de- 
signs of  the  French  in  Mexico,  and  I  have  no  donbt  the  government  of  the 
United  States  will  coincide  in  the  general  opinion  that  is  entertuned. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  yon,  Ur.  Secretary,  the  aeaarance  of  my 
moat  di«tingni»hed  consideratioii. 

H.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  l[c. 


[TnmsUdon  from  the  official  pai 


ffidal  paper  of  the  cooititutional  f^vernment  of  the  Mexican  repub- 
lic. Ho.  H.— Pmo  del  Horte,  AprU  22,  IBM.] 


DBPAKTMBNT  OF   WAB   AND   MABINE. GOVERNMENT    AND   MILITABV  COM- 

MANDANCY   OP  THB   STATE   OP  COAHtllLA    DB  ZARAOOZA. 

The  reeolt  of  car  victories  in  San  Carlos  and  San  Jnan  de  Guadalupe  de- 
tennined  us  to  march  against  Farms.  It  was  thonght  expedient  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  in  another  direction,  and  with  this  intent.  Colonel 
Geronimo  Treviilo,  who  was  near  Monterey  with  all  his  forces,  was  ordered  to 
harass  the  enemy  in  the  State  of  New  Leon  antil  we  conld  nnite  and  atlnck 
Saltillo  or  Monterey.  He  thought  it  a  good  idea,  and  prepared  to  start  for 
Saltillo  on  the  15th  of  last  month.  * 

Two  hundred  men  were  ready  when  news  came  from  Caatro  Cienagas  that 
Colonel  Jesns  Gonzales  Herrera  had  to  quit  Parras  with  three  hundred  men, 
u  General  Brincoort  was  marching  upon  that  place  with  a  division,  and  was 
soon  to  UDite  with  the  forces  of  Francisco  TreviQo  and  Maximo  Campos.  So 
OUT  proposed  expedition  upon  Saltillo  hod  to  be  postponed. 

Not  many  days  had  passed  when  we  heard  the  French  had  bnmed  Mata- 
moras  and  Soledad,  and  all  the  houses  of  loyal  citizens  in  the  town  of  Viezca. 
We  also  heard  they  had  murdered  fiily  nnarmed  and  innocent  people,  among 
ibem  two  faien  eighty  years  of  age,  and  a  boy  of  twelve.  After  tliat  Brincourt 
returned  to  Dorango,  leaving  only  three  hundred  men  to  garrison  Viezca. 

Now,  as  Jeaaningros's  forces  were  scattered,  and  as  there  were  only  three  hun- 
dred men  in  Monterey,  we  determined  to  take  that  place  with  TreviSo  and 
N'uranjo  to  assist  us. 

I  cannot  here  omit  a  respectful  mention  of  the  people  of  this  frontier.  In  spite 
of  their  destitution  they  furnished  ammnnition,  clothes,  and  provisiona  to  the 
troops  raised  in  their  region,  and  contributed  nine  thonsand  dollars  to  equip 
Colonel  Naranjo's  forces ;  they  also  gave  aid  to  Colonel  Zepeda's  regiment,  and 
erea  went  to  manufacturing  powder  lor  the  brave  patriots  that  needed  it  so  mnch. 

The  best  soldiers  in  our  army  come  from  that  region,  and  the  best  of  it  is,  they 
ice  all  volunteers  1 

I  cannot  close  this  despatch  without  informing  yon  that  when  Commander 
Victor  Berlauga  was  returning  from  Guadalupe,  he  was  surprised  by  a  large 
tioop  of  French,  hut  escaped  with  the  loss  of  a  few  provisions. 

I  will  communicate  the  detail  of  recent  events  to  the  department  ae  soon  as 
received.  Yon  will  please  bring  this  to  the  knowledge  of  the  eupreme  chief  of 
the  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty  I 

A,  S.  VIEZCA. 
EDUAEDO  MUZQUEZ, 

Secretary. 

The  Minister  op  War,  Pato  del  Norte, 
Sak  BdBiNavbntoba,  January  39,  1866. 

3""-  D,g,t,zeooyGoOQle 
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[Enclonire  No.  2.] 
aOVBBNMR.NT  AND  COMMANDANCY  OP  THK  STATB  OP   COAHUILA  DB  ZABAOOZA. 

San  Joab  del  Bakkio, 

Fehnary  9,  1866. 
As  Boon  as  Ton  receive  this  order  yon  will  drive  the  families  named  in  the 
maipn  ont  of  their  honses,  bb  their  fathen  are  deserters,  and  have  them  hoint, 
and  if  the  inhabitants  are  refractory  I  will  destroy  the  whole  place. 

If  any  of  the  men  make  their  appearance  you  will  arrest  them  instantly  and 
send  them  to  me. 

HAXIUO  CAMPOS, 

Cotnmander-in-  Ch  irf. 
The  AssocrATB  Judgb  o/Sa*  Lorenzo. 

The  names  written  in  the  margin  are,  Felix  Rivera,  Jnlian  Rivera,  Juan  Car 
rillo,  Encamacion  Mata,  Kazimo  Agttero,  Isac  Barrientos,  Gmz  Garcia,  Eulogio 
Uesa,  Pedro  Angniano,  Ricardo  Iiladril,  and  Bruno  Uendez. 


[EncloinTe  No.  3.] 
ExPBDITIONABY   COLUMN    AT  LaOUNA,   SaN  Jos£  DB  LOS   AlAMOS, 

Febmary  10,  1866. 
I  have  received  yonr  communication,  and  I  am  l>y  no  means  pleased  with 
your  reply  to  my  orders  to  hnm  the  houses  of  the  deserters.     What  yon  say  is 
only  an  evasion,  an  excuse  for  disobedience  to  snperior  orders,  and  it  therefore 
becomes  necessary  to  punish  a  judge  severely  as  a  warning  to  others. 

If  my  order  to  bum  the  houses,  wlictlier  rented  or  owned,  is  not  obeyed  by 
the  time  my  forces  reach  the  place,  the  whole  town  shall  be  destroyed. 
MAXIMO  CAMPOS, 

Comtnander-in  -  Ch  ief. 
The  Associate  Judge  of  Han  Lorenzo. 

The  two  notes  above  are  true  copies  of  the  originals,  as  certified  by  me,  at 
Ban  JoB^  del  Burro,  on  the  19th  of  February,  1866. 

EDUAEDO  MUZQUIZ, 

Secretary. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 
DEPAKTMB.VT  OF  STATE,  OFPICB   OF   WAR    AND   MARINE,   SECTION   PIKST. 

Paso  del  Norte,  March  6.  1866. 

The  Presideut  of  the  republic  has  received  your  communication  of  the  29th 
of  January  last,  relatiog;  to  the  organization  of  a  new  company,  and  the  oppor- 
tune aid  of  the  citizens  of  the  State.  He  is  much  pleased  with  tbispioof  of  their 
patriotism,  and  instructs  me  to  thank  you  and  them  for  signal  services. 

He  is  indignant  at  the  barbarous  conduct  of  the  French  troops  that  came  from 
Durango,  under  firincourt,  tobum  ihc  houses  in  Laguna,  and  murder  many  persons, 
among  them  two  old  men  and  a  boy,  in  revenge  for  their  defeat  at  San  Carlos 
and  San  Juan  de  Guadalupe.      Snch  acts  are  additional  proo&  of  the  negative 


COHDrriON  OF    AFFAIB8  IN  MEXICO.  35 

blewDgi  ot  hiteiTetitioti,  and  of  the  mkuman  and  sangniiiary  method  the  French 
leader  are  adopting  to  terrify  tbe  people  of  the  conatiy  aince  it  U  impoHible  to 
eonqner  them. 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

MEJIA. 
Tbe  GhiTBRNOR  and  Military  Commandbb 

of  the  State  of  Coahnila  de  Zaragoza. 


[EnclMnie  No.  5.] 

I*  TBB  STATE  OF   CEUHVAHITA. — 
39. 

In  a  eommnnicadon  of  the  lltb  instant,  the  civil  and  military  chief  of  tbe 
canton  of  Camargo  writee  to  this  department  as  folloiTB  : 

"Personfl  from  Atotonilco  nport  that  three  hundred  French  bnmt  that  place 
jeaterday,  allowiag  fimilieB  to  feavo.  They  eay  otijer  places  have  been  bnrtied, 
Baaclio  de  Polonuu  for  inHtance,  and  it  is  not  knoirn  whether  the  enemy  will 
come  on  this  way  or  go  back." 

I  lend  thia  for  yonr  information  and  consequent  action. 

Independence  and  liberty  I     Chihnahna,  April  14,  1S66. 

LUIS  TERRA2AS. 

The  HiNlSTBR  OF  Wab  and  UA8i.>iB,  P<uo  del  Norte. 


[EndomiTe  Vo.  8.] 

QOTBBNMBNT  AND  MILITARY  COMMANDA?ICy  OP  THE  STATE  OP  CHIHVAHUA. 

WAR  SKCTION   NO.  48. 

In  a  conunnnication  of  the  IStb  inetant,  the  civil  chief  of  the  canton  of  Cn-- 
maigo  writea  to  this  department  as  follows  : 

"The  mayor  of  Atotonilco  reported  to  this  office  yesterday  ae  fbilowB  ; 

"  The  French,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  infantiT  and  &{ty  cav- 
■liy,  reached  this  place  at  two  o'clock  day  before  yesteniay,  and  having  taken 
poeseasioD,  ordered  all  the  houses  to  be  vacated,  with  three  days'  provisions, 
*3  it  would  be  burned  next  morning,  every  bouse  except  the  church  and 
parsonage.  At  sunset  a  general  pillage  began  and  continued  to  a  late  hoar  of 
the  Di?ht.  The  pillage  woa  resumed  next  mormog,  and  tbe  houeea  were 
bomed.  The  enemy  left  the  town  in  ruins  this  morning,  and  marched  towards 
Kia  Florido,  to  serve  that  place  in  tbe  same  way.  The  only  kindness  to  ns 
*aa  sparing  oar  lives ;  nobody  was  killed  ;  but  they  threaten  to  return  in  a  week 
lod  shoot  any  one  who  dares  to  come  back. 

"  1  beg  yoa  to  publish  this  notice,  and  pnt  it  in  tbe  bands  of  the  iM)mmander 
of  tiie  line.     Commnnicate  it  also  to  the  governor." 

I  send  yoa  the  above  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty  I     Chihuahua,  April  17,  1866. 

LUIS  TEERAZA8. 

Tbe  Minister  of  Was,  ^.,  El  Pato  del  Norte. 


[EncloaDTc  No.  7.] 
DBFABTMENT  OF  STATE,   OFFICB  OF   WAR    AND   MABIN8. — BECTION    FIRST. 

Tbe  Pteeident  of  the  republic  has  received  yonr  communication  of  the  17th 
iiutaDl,  enclosing  that  of  the  civil  prefect  of  Onmargo,  giving  the  particnlara  of 
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the  burning  and  sacking  of  Atotonilco  by  three  hnadred  French  of  the  inTading 
army.  This  ehowi  their  spite  against  patriota  who  will  not  give  np  their  cohd- 
try'e  cause.  The  jaBtic«  of  onr  caiiBo  will  finally  panieh  these  criminals  for 
their  inhnman  acta  at  Atotonilco  and  elsewhere ;  and  those  who  have  aofiered 
from  their  cruelty  shall  receive  due  reward  and  compensation  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  property. 

Independence  and  liberty !    Paao  del  Norte,  April  23,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

The  GovBRNoB  and  Military  Odmmandbb  ofiht  Stabt  of  CMAuaAita. 


No.  13. 


Mr.  Seteard  to  Seflor  Romero. 

Dbpartment  of  Statb, 

WatAingtOH,  July  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  28th  of  May  last,  cont^ning  No.  14  of  the  omcial  paper  of  your  govem- 
inent,  which  you  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks  for  the  same. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  assurances  of  my 
3noBt  distinguished  consideration. 

WILUAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Senor  Hon  Uatias  Bombro,  4^.,  Ipe.,  ^. 


Sellor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translktian.  ] 

Washinoton,  June  10,  1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  deem  proper  to  communicate  to  yon  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  received  to-day  from  the  Hon.  Kobert  C.  Schenck,  member  of  Congress 
from  the  State  of  Ohio,  dated  the  day  before  yesterday  in  this  city,  making  some 
inquiries  in  relation  to  a  bill  which  had  been  introdnccd  in  the  Uouse  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  Coogiees,  to  gaarantee  certain  bonds 
of  the  Iklesican  government.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  mj  answer  which  I  give 
'On  this  date,  to  General  Schenck. 

I  am,  Mr.  Secretary,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  tfc.,  i/e.,  i/e. 


HovBS  OP  Rbprbsbntativbs, 
Washington  City,  D.  C,  /km  8,  1866. 
'Sir  :  Ton  are  doubtless  aware  that,  as  usually  happens  when  any  important 
measure  is  brought  npasasubjectof  legislation,  certain  rumors  have  been  set  afloat 
to  the  prejudice  of  Mexican  interests  and  of  the  efforts  which  the  friends  of  the  re- 
publican cause  in  your  country  have  been  making  among  us  for  its  aid;  namely, 
doubts  to  the  effect  that  the  proposed  loan  to  Mexico  may  not  be  duly  author- 
ized by  your  government ;  and  that,  if  gttaranteed,  the  proceeds  may  in  put  fall 
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into  the  handa  of  speeolaton,  inatead  of  being  wholly  placed  at  tlie  diapoeal  of 
the  republican  goTemment  of  Uexico. 

Ab  I  feel  a  deep  solicitude  for  the  came  which  your  government  is  etniggling 
to  DjaintaiD,  will  jou,  in  order  that  I  ma;  be  able,  if  necessaiy,  to  afibrd  the 
proper  explanatione,  have  the  goodneas  to  inform  me— 

1.  le  it  under  the  direct  auspices  of  the  republic  of  Uezico  that  the  propoaal 
to  guarantee  ench  loan  or  loans  ia  made  1 

2.  Will  tbe  entire  proceeds  of  anch  loan  or  loans,  if  gooninteed,  be  placed  at 
the  uncontrolled  disposal  of  your  government,  passing  into  the  costody  of  its 
doly  authorized  agents  and  officials,  and  will  the  moner  thus  realized  be  paid 
out  duly  in  eonformity  with  the  orders  or  contracts  of  the  said  government;  In 
a  word,  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  T 

3.  Will  the  bonds  comprising  said  loan  or  loons  be  sold  at  the  highest  mar- 
ket price  1 

i.  And  finally,  are  the  proposed  proceedings  in  the  premises  and  the  arrauge- 
menta  for  the  sale  of  any  loan  or  loans  that  may  be  guaranteed  by  the  United 
States  saliaFactory  to  yourself  and  to  your  government  1 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  0.  SCHENCK. 
His  Excellency  H.  Rohbro, 

£»ooif  Extraordinary  and  Minuter  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  RepuMie  of  Mexieo,  WaihiMgton,  D.  C. 

Wa&hinoton,  Jumio  10  de  1866. 
A  tme  copy : 

IGNO.  HARISOAL,  Secretary. 


Washinqton,  June  10, 1866. 
Dbar  Sir  ;  I  have  had  to-day  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  tbe  8th 
insttnt,  informing  me  Lhat,  "as  usnally  happens  when  any  important  measure  is 
brought  up  aa  a  subject  of  legislation,  certain  rumors  have  been  set  afloat  to  tbe 

Ejndice  of  Mexican  interests  and  of  the  efibrte  which  tbe  friends  of  tbe  repub- 
in  cause  in  my  country  have  been  making  for  its  aid ;  namely,  doubts  to  tbe 
effect  that  the  proposed  loan  to  Mexico  may  not  be  duly  authorized  by  my  gov- 
eiumeot ;  and  that,  if  guaranteed,  the  proceeds  may  in  part  fall  into  the  ban<u  of 
speculators  instead  of  being  wholly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  republican  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico." 

Yon  are  kind  enough  to  add  that  "you  feel  a  deep  solicitude  for  the  cause 
which  my  government  is  straggling  to  maintain,"  and  that,  "  in  order  to  be  able, 
if  oecesaary,  to  afford  the  proper  explanations,"  you  ask  me  for  information  on 
four  different  points. 

It  is  very  gratifying  for  me,  sir,  to  aee  that  men  of  your  character  and  stand- 
tag  take  BO  deep  an  interest  in  the  cause  of  my  country  as  to  make  you  disposed 
ut  only  to  render  her  material  aid,  bat  to  collect  tbe  necessary  information 
which  may  enable  you  to  answer  the  objectiona  which  might  be  raised  to  the 
diudrantage  of  Mexico. 

I  have  noticed  that  the  friends  of  Mexico,  amon^  whom  I  am  glad  to  say  you 
Kcapy  a  prominent  place,  have  introduced  a  resolution  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
KDUtives  of  the  United  States  with  a  view  to  give  tbe  guarantee  of  the  United 
States  to  some  amount  of  Mexican  boods.  Although  we  have  not  proposed 
sDcb  plan,  it  would  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  ns  if  approved  by  Congrees  and 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  as  it  would  meet,  in  my  opinion,  all  the 
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exigencies  of  the  Hitnation.  Whatever  nuf  be  the  result  of  it.  it  wiU  always  be 
a  Eoarce  of  great  gratificatioo  to  oe  to  see  that  such  an  idea  was  conceived,  and 
tried  to  be  carried  out,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  national  aid  to  a  neighboring 
people  stmggling  for  the  cause  of  American  nationality,  Belf-goTenunent,  ana 
lepnblican  ioatitations. 

In  what  I  have  already  written,  I  think  I  have  answered  your  first  qneetioD. 

My  answer  to  your  second  question  is  as  follows ;  Shonld  the  Mexican  l 
^,1  knc       "  '     ■■  1      -.-■■...       . 


be  guaranteed,  I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  proceeds  of  it  should  not  be  placed 
at  the  uncnntrolled  disposal  of  my  government,  passing  into  the  custody  of  its 
duly  authorized  agents  and  officials.     Themoney  thus  realised  would  be  duly  paid 


for  the  benefit  of  the  republic  of  Mexico. 

In  answer  to  your  third  question  I  have  to  state  that  the  bonds  comprising 
the  loan  so  guaranteed  would,  of  course,  be  sold  at  the  bigbeat  market  price  that 
could  be  realized. 

In  what  I  have  written  will  be  found,  I  believe,  my  answer  to  your  fourth 
question.  I  will  only  add  that  my  views  and  the  views  of  my  government  in 
regard  to  the  convenience  and  even  necessity  of  obtaining  means  in  this  country 
to  defend  the  independence  and  institutions  of  Mexico  are  fiilly  expreeeed  in  a 
letter  that  I  had  trie  honor  to  address  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  23d  of 
Julj,  1865,  and  which  was  sent  by  the  President  to  Congress  with  hie  message 
of  March  20,  1866.  (House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  73,  39th  Congress,  1st  session,  page 
176.) 

As  for  tbe  arrangements  made  for  the  sale  of  any  loan  that  may  be  guaran- 
teed by  tbe  United  States,  I  will  state  that  we  have  made  very  eonitable 
arrangements  with  a  New  York  house  which  brought  to  market  the  Mexican 
bonds  offered  for  sale  in  October  last,  and  signed  by  General  Carvajal  as  agent 
of  tbe  Mexican  goremment.  I'bese  arrangements  are  satisfactory  to  myself 
and  to  my  government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

M.  BOMEBO. 

Hon.  RoBBBT  C.  ScHBNCK,  ^.,  !pe.,  4v..  WiuAiMgiM,  D,  C. 

Washinotoh,  Junia  10,  de  1866. 
A  true  copy ; 

lONO.  MABI8CAL,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Semard  to  Se*or  Romero. 

Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

WaihingtoH,  July  7,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  loth  ultimo,  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  the  honorable 
Robert  C.  Schenck  in  relation  to  a  project  to  guarantee  certain  bonds  of  yonr 
government,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  information. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yoa  the  aBSorancea  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
Sefior  Don  Matias  Boubbo,  ^v.,  ^.,  ^. 
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SMot  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TrandkboiLj 

WAeHritoTON,  June  14,  1866. 
HvDBAB  Sib:  HisTetbehonorto  transmit  to  jouthecopyofaletterlreceived 
f  eeterday  &am  a  reliable  person  in  Bordeaux,  dated  the  31et  of  May  last,  girine 
nesome  important  information  relative  to  the  intentious  and  pUnn  of  the  French 
gOTemment  in  re^jard  to  Mexico.  You  are  a  better  judge  than  I  am  of  the  im- 
portance to  be  attached  to  the  information  1  deem  it  my  duty  to  conunonicata 
to  joor  department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  reepectfolly,  your  most  obedient  eerrant, 

M.  aOMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  l(e.,  Ifc.,  ^. 


BoBDBAOX,  May  31, 1856. 

MCCH  EsTBBHBD  FrIBND  : 

*•«»••*♦ 

Ad  ex-minister  of  Uaximiliao  writes  from  Paris  to  an  acquaintance  here,  that 
rince  the  Austrian  volonteers  that  wen  about  to  embark  for  Vera  Cruz  were 
disbanded  at  Mr.  Seward's  reqnest,  an  eSbrt  is  being  made  to  retain  most  of  the 
French  eoldien  iu  Mexico  uuder  Mexican  colors.  I  heard  another  person 
aunre  tliat  a  loan  of  six  millions  of  dollars  a  year  for  fonr  years  was  negotiating 
in  Fnmce,  to  be  secured  by  the  pledge  of  mineral  lands  to  be  worked  by  a 
French  company,  with  the  privilege  of  shipping  the  ore  to  Europe  to  be  reduced. 

Don  Manuel  Larrainzar,  who  went  to  St.  Petersburg  as  agent  for  Maximilian, 
to  solicit  the  recognition  of  the  Emperor  of  Kusaia,  writes  to  an  acquaintance  on 
the  25th  instant  as  follows  ; 

"  On  passing  through  Paris  I  bad  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys ; 
and,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  a  certain  party  and  the  embarrassing  position 
b  which  the  Emperor  will  be  placed.  I  thmk  the  French  government  will  ex- 
amine Mexican  afiairs  in  all  particulars,  and  will  endeavor  to  solve  them  so  as 
to  leave  the  government  of  our  august  sovereign  free  and  unembarrassed." 

Sdior  Don  Matias  Bombbo,  Wathinglon. 

'WAsmNQTON,  Jtme  li,  1866. 

A  true  copy  ; 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Seward  to  SeSor  Romero. 

Dbpabthbnt  op  State, 

WatAingtoH,  July  7,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  uf  your  communication  of 
the  I4th  ultimo,  transmitting  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  yon  by  a  gentleman 
of  Bordeaux  intending  to  show  the  intentions  of  the  French  government  with 

Trd  [0  Mexico,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  information, 
embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  assurance  of  my  distingnisbed 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Son  Hatias  Rohbbo,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  ^. 
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No.  18. 
StMor  Romero  to  Mr-  Seward. 
{TfuulatioD.] 
Mbxican  Legation  to  tub  United  States  op  Amebica, 

Wa»hingtoK,  June  19,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary:  I  bave  the  honor  to  tniiBmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 

fovemment  of  the  United  States,  a  lithograph  copy  in  German,  irhich  I  received 
ythe  last  mail  from  Vera  Cruz, of  the  proclamation  dated  the  19th  of  May  last, 
addressed  by  the  uanrper  Maximiliau  to  the  AuBtriaa  and  Belgian  troops  in  his 
service,  informing  them  that  they  would  hereafter  be  paid  by  the  French  treas- 
ury, thua  removing  the  obetaclea  of  pay  caaaed  by  the  financial  crisis  in  the  so- 
c^led  empire. 

I  accept  this  occasion  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  BSBurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMEBO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  Ifc.,  i/c.,  ifc. 

[Enclosure.  1 
To  the  ogiceri,  unAer-officeri  and  tMiertofmy  Austrio-Bdgian  volunteer  eorjii: 

Always  mindful  of  the  welfare  and  careful  of  the  righta  of  my  subjects,  and 
remembering  your  ofli-proTed  devotion  and  self-denial  for  my  good  diiring  the 
present  financial  crisis,  I  have  determined  to  accept  the  eenerons  ofier  of  mate- 
rial aid  from  France.  From  this  time  forward  yon  will  form  part  of  one  and 
tlie  same  division,  you  and  your  companions-in-arms,  who  are  called  to  share 
your  hardships  and  dangers.  One  administration  will  have  the  care  of  yonr  gen- 
eral welfare ;  but  yon  will  retain  yonr  excellent  organisation  and  your  officers, 
whose  capability  and  courage  has  served  bo  often  as  a  good  example  on  the  bat- 
tle-field and  in  the  hour  of  victory, 

Tbufl  are  your  rights  and  your  interests  Becured,  and  now  trust  yonr  emperor, 
who  will  always  confide  in  your  courage  and  good  discipline. 

MAXIMILIAN,  Emperor. 


A  certified  copy : 


Mexico,  May  19,  1866. 
THUN,  Gaural 


Mr.  Seteardio  SeKor  Romero. 

Dbpartmeivt  of  State, 

WaihingUM,  July  7,  186G. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  19th  ultimo,  transmitting,  for  the  information  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  a  lithograph  copy,  in  German,  of  the  proclamation  addressed  by  the 
Prince  Maximilian  to  the  Austrian  and  Belgian  troops  in  bis  service,  informing 
them  that  they  would  henceforth  be  paid  out  of  the  French  treasury,  fie 
pleased  to  accept  my  tbanks  for  the  information. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  distinguished 
consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
S^or  Don  M.  Rohbbo,  Ifc.,  4«-.  4^- 
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SeKor  Romero  to  Mr.  Sevard, 
[TmuUtion.] 

■Washington,  July  4,  1866. 
Mv  DBAR  Sib  :  Believing  yoa  will  be  iotereeted  in  the  reception  of  reliable 
infbimatioa  concerning  the  transport  of  foreign  troopa  to  Mexico,  to  BQStain  tbe 
onrpation  of  the  ex-Archdnke  Maximilian,  I  take  tbe  liberty  of  enclosing  to 
JOQ,  with  this  letter.  No.  1870  of  Le  Temps,  a  French  paper  published  tbe  IStfa 
of  Jaaa  last,  id  Parie,  on  the  third  page  of  which  is  an  extract  from  tbe  Pbare 
de  la  Loire,  of  the  16th,  reporting  the  departure  of  a  detachment  of  the  so-called 
Foreign  Legion,  composed  of  four  officers  and  190  subalterns  and  soldiers  from 
Aix  to  Saint  Nazaire,  to  embark  on  the  steamer  Emperatrii  Eugenie  for  Vera 
Cmz :  and  a  number  of  Aostrian  officers,  who  were  to  have  gone  in  the  steamer 
Tampico,  went  to  Saint  Nazaire  to  take  tbe  steamer  for  tbe  same  destination. 
An  English  translation  of  tbe  article  from  tbe  Fbarede  la  Loire  is  also  enclosed. 
Your  most  attentive  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  EOUEBO. 
Boo.  William  H.  Sbward,  fy:.,  Spc.,  l/e. 


[Encloanre.] 
[TraDilatlon  from  Le  Tempi,  Peru,  June  16,  1866.] 

We  read  in  the  Phare  de  la  Loire  of  tbe  16th  of  June : 

"A  detachment  of  the  Foreign  Legion,  consisting  of  fonr  officers,  190  snb- 
officera  and  soldiers,  coming  from  Aix,  arrived  to-day,  at  1.40  p.  m.,  at  Manves 
station,  and  started  from  there  this  evening  by  the  4.30  train,  going  to  Saint 
?i'szaire  to  take  their  psMage  on  board  the  transatlantic  steamer  Imp^tiice 
Eog^ie  for  Vera  Cruz. 

"A  ntunber  of  the  officer;  of  the  corps  of  Austrian  Tolnnteers,  who  were  to 
have  left  for  Mexico  by  the  Tampico,  but  were  forced  to  remain  in  Austria,  have 
also  reached  Saint  Nazaire,  for  tbe  purpose  of  embarking  for  Mexico." 


No.  21. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sdlor  Romero. 

Dkparthbnt  op  State, 
Wnshington,  July  12,  1866. 
SlB :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of 
the  4th  instant,  contiuning  a  copy  of  a  paper  called  Le  Temps,  and  to  thank  yon 
for  its  contents. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distiogaiebed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Don  Matias  Bombro,  fyo^  i(e.,  S(e, 
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No.  32. 

SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[TmukUoa.] 

Ubxican  Lbqation  in  tub  Unitbi)  Statbs  op  Ambbica, 

Wiuhi»gto%,  July  8,  1866. 

Hr.  Sbcbetary:  Althoagh  I  pFestune  that  fon  have  received  through  the 
United  States  legation  in  PariB  the  serieii  of  docnmentB  on  the  Mexican  ques- 
tion presented  in  June  last  bj  the  French  gOTemment  to  its  legislative  body, 
and  published  in  the  Honitenr  of  the  10th  and  11th  of  Jane,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  BeudinK  yon  an  English  translation  of  them  with  this  note.  I  enclose  to  voa 
also  the  debate  of  the  13th  in  thele^lative  body  on  Mexican  affiiin,  published 
in  the  Monitenr  of  the  14th, 

These  docnmenta  give  a  new  proof  of  the  little  sincerity  of  the  French  gov- 
erament  in  its  pretexts  for  making  war  on  Mexico. 

In  the  ultimatum  of  the  French  commbsioners,  De  Salifny  and  Rear- Admiral 
Jnrien  de  U  Qravi^re,  made  in  Jannary,  1862,  at  Vera  Gnu,  it  waa  required 
(article  1)  that  Mexico  should  pay  Frsoce  twelve  millions  of  dollars  in  cash 
and  without  examioatioQ,  m  indemnity  for  all  claima  caused  by  iujuries  to 
French  subjects  up  to  the  Slat  of  July,  1861. 

This  was  done  at  the  same  time  that  the  French  minister  of  foreign  offiurs 
acknowledged  officially  that  Mexico  could  make  no  cash  payment. 

Now — that  is,  after  five  years'  war — when  the  damages  to  French  snbjects 
on  account  of  it  must  be  much  greater  thau  ia  times  of  peace,  when  the  Emperor 
of  the  French  is  not  treating  with  the  national  government  of  Mexico,  which  it 
sought  to  destroy  and  eatabliBh  a  monarchy  upon  its  raiuB,  but  with  its  mannikiu, 
the  so-called  chief  of  the  mooarchical  farce  established  by  French  bayonets 
and  supported  by  French  gold,  the  Emperor  Napoleon  consents  to  receive  forty 
millions  of  franca,  or  eight  millions  of  dollars,  as  indemnity  for  all  damages  jip 
to  September,  1865,  and  to  take  that  sum  in  paper  issaed  by  fraud,  pretend- 
ing it  ie  an  obligation  of  the  nation,  when  he  who  issued  it  has  no  right  to  do 
it,  or  to  burden  the  nation  in  any  way,  and  which  paper,  despite  the  efforts  of 
the  French  government  to  give  it  value,  is  so  worthless  that  nobody  would 
buy  it  in  France,  according  to  late  dates,  unless  they  got  five  hundred  franc 
bonds  for  one  hundred  and  seventy  francs. 

We  cannot  find  out  by  this  computation  what  it  has  cost  the  French  govern- 
ment to  efi'ect  the  arrangement,  hat  it  must  be  at  least  four  times  the  sum  it 
now  agrees  to  accept  as  indemnity  to  French  Bubjects. 

This  alone  shows  that  the  object  of  the  war  made  by  the  Emperor  Napoleon  on 
Mexico  is  not  to  obtain  reporatioii  for  supposed  grievances,  as  was  pretended, 
hut  to  overturn  a  republican  government  and  commence  a  monarchical  propa- 
ganda in  this  hemisphere. 

I  also  take  the  liberty  respectfnlly  to  call  Toor  attention  to  Mr.  Jules  Favie's 
speech,  and  that  part  relating  to  the  United  States,  of  Hr.  Jerome  Davit),  who 
was  the  spokesman  of  the  I;  rench  govemmeuL 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assttrances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOMEBa 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  fy:.,  ifc.,  I[c 
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t,  Nob.  161  and 

DIPLOMATIC  DOCUMBHTS,  1866— UNITED  STATES— CONTINUATION  OF  THE 

COBBESPONDENCE  RELATITE  TO  THE  AFFAIBS  OF  MEXICO. 

The  Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  TJkUed  Stalei  to  MarquU  de  Monlholon,  French 

Minuter  at  WatkingUm. 

WASHraoTON,  February  IS,  1866. 

Sir:  On  tbe  6th  of  December  I  h&d  the  honor  to  Hnbmit  to  yon  in  writing, 
for  the  information  of  the  Emperor,  a  commnnication  npon  the  inbject  of  affiiira 
in  Heiico,  as  affected  by  the  presence  of  French  armed  forces  in  that  coautry. 
Od  the  29tli  of  Jantiarr  thereafter  you  favored  me  with  a  reply  to  that  com- 
monication,  which  reply  had  been  transmitted  to  you  by  Hr.Droayn  de  Lhuys, 
under  the  date  of  the  9th  of  the  same  month,  I  have  sabinitted  it  to  the  Pme- 
ident  of  the  United  States.  It  iB  noir  made  my  dn^  to  revert  to  the  interesting 
qnestion  vhich  baa  thna  been  brought  under  diacuiaion. 

In  the  first  place  I  take  notice  of  the  points  which  are  made  fay  Ur.  Drouyn 
de  Lbuys. 

He  declares  that  the  French  expedition  into  Kezico  bad  in  it  nothing  hostile 
lo  tiie  institutions  of  the  New  World,  and  atill  leas  of  anything  hostile  to  the 
United  States.  As  proofs  of  this  friendly  statement,  he  refers  to  the  aid  in 
blood  and  treasure  which  France  contribnted  in  onr  revolutionary  war  to  the 
cwiae  of  our  national  independence ;  to  the  preliminary  proposition  that  France 
made  to  na  that  we  should  join  her  in  her  expedition  to  Mexico  ;  and,  finally, 
to  the  neutrality  which  France  baa  practiced  in  the  painful  civil  war  through 
which  we  have  juat  sncceasfally  paaaed.  It  gives  me  pleaaure  to  acknowledge 
that  Uie  aaearances  thus  given  on  the  prceent  occasion  that  the  French  expedi- 
tion, in  its  original  design,  bad  do  political  objects  or  motives,  harmonize  entirely 
with  expresaiona  which  abonad  in  the  earlier  correspondence  of  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  which  aroae  out  of  the  war  between  France  and  Mexico. 

We  accept  with  especial  pleaaure  the  reminiscences  of  onr  traditional  fnendship. 

Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhnys  next  aaeures  us  that  the  French  government  is  dis- 
poaed  to  hasten,  aa  much  aa  poaaible,  the  recall  of  its  troops  from  Mexico.  We 
hiil  the  announcement  aa  being  a  virtual  promise  of  relief  to  thia  government 
&om  the  apprehensions  and  anxietiea  which  were  the  burden  of  that  commnni- 
tatiou  of  mine  which  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lbuys  has  had  under  couaideration. 

Ur.  Droayn  de  Lbnya  proceeds  to  declare  that  the  only  aim  of  France,  in 
pQianing  her  enterprise  in  Mexico,  has  been  to  follow  up  the  satisfaction  to 
which  she  had  a  rignt  after  having  resorted  to  coercive  measures,  when  measures 
of  every  other  form  had  been  exhausted.  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys  says  that  it 
is  known  how  many  and  legitimate  were  the  claims  of  French  subjects  which 
canaed  the  resort  to  arms.  He  then  reminds  ns  how,  on  a  former  occasion,  the 
United  States  had  waged  war  on  Mexico.  On  this  point  it  seems  eqnally 
necessary  and  proper  to  say,  that  the  war  thns  referred  to  was  not  made  nor 
Mught  by  the  United  States,  but  was  accepted  by  them  under  provocations  of 
4  very  grave  character.  The  transaction  ia  paat  and  the  neceseity  and  justice 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States  are  questions  which  now  rest  only  within 
the  province  of  history.  France,  I  think,  will  acknowledge,  that  neither  in  the 
beginning  of  our  Mexican  war  nor  in  its  prosecution,  nor  in  the  terma  on  which 
we  retit«d  from  that  successful  contest,  did  the  United  States  assume  any  posl- 
tioa  inconsistent  with  the  principles  which  are  now  maintained  by  ns  in  r^ord 
to  the  French  expedition  in  Mexico. 

We  are,  as  we  have  been,  in  relations  of  amity  and  friendship  equally  with 
Fiance  and  with  Mexico,  and  therefore  we  cannot,  consistently  with  those 
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relatioDB,  coDBtitate  oareelres  a  jndge  of  the  original  merits  of  the  war  which  ia 
waged  between  them.  We  can  speak  concerning  that  war  onlj  bo  far  aa  we 
are  affected  b^  its  bearing  npou  oarselvea  and  upon  repablican  and  American 
inetitationa  on  tbia  continent. 

Ur.  Drouyn  de  Lhnye  declarea  that  the  French  army,  in  entering  Mexico,  did 
not  carry  monarchical  traditiona  in  the  folds  of  its  flag.  In  thia  connection  he 
refers  to  tbefactthat  there  were  at  the  time  of  the  expedition  annmber  of  inflnential 
men  in  Mexico  who  despaired  of  obtaining  order  out  of  the  conditions  of  the 
republican  rule  then  existing  there,  and  who,  therefore,  cheriahed  the  idea 
of  falling  back  upon  monarchy.  In  thia  connection  we  are  further  reminded 
that  one  of  the  later  preaidenta  of  Mexico  offered  to  nae  hia  power  for  the 
re-establiahment  of  royalty.  We  are  further  informed  that  at  the  time  of  the 
French  invaaion  the  persons  before  referred  to  deemed  the  moment  to  hare 
arrived  for  making  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  Mexico  in  favor  of  monarchy. 
Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhnys  remarks  that  the  French  government  did  not  deem  it 
a  duty  to  discourage  that  supreme  e&ort  of  a  powerful  party,  which  had  its 
origin  long  anterior  to  the  French  expedition. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  obeervea  that  the  Emperor,  faithful  to  maxims  of 
public  right  which  he  holds  in  common  with  the  United  States,  declared  on 
that  occaaion  that  the  question  of  change  of  institutions  reated  aolely  on  the 
enflVages  of  the  Mexican  people.  In  support  of  this  statement,  Mr.  Dronyn 
de  Lhuye  gives  na  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  the  Emperor  addressed  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  French  expedition  on  the  capture  of  Pueblo,  which  letter 
contained  the  following  words:  "Our  object,  you  know,  is  not  to  impose  on  the 
Mexicans  a  government  againat  their  will,  nor  to  make  onr  aucceaa  aii  the  tri- 
umph of  any  party  whataoever.  I  desire  that  Mexico  mav  riae  to  a  new  life, 
and  that  soon,  regenerated  by  a  government  founded  on  the  national  will,  on 
principlea  of  order  and  of  progress,  and  of  respect  for  the  lawa  of  naliooa, 
may  acknowledge  by  her  friendly  relations  that  she  owea  to  France  her  re 
and  her  prosperity." 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  porsnes  his  argnment  by  saying  that  the  Mexican 
people  have  spoken ;  that  the  Emperor  Maximilian  has  been  called  by  the  voice 
of  the  country ;  that  his  government  has  appeared  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
to  be  of  a  nature  adequate  to  restore  peace  to  the  nation,  and,  on  its  part,  peace 
to  international  relations,  and  that  he  has  therefore  given  it  his  support.  Mr. 
Dronyn  de  Lhuys  thereupon  nreseiits  the  following  as  a  true  statement  of  the 
present  case :  France  went  to  Mexico  to  exercise  the  right  of  war,  which  is 
exercised  by  the  United  States,  and  not  in  virtue  of  any  purpose  of  intervention, 
concerning  which  she  recognises  the  same  doctrine  with  the  United  States. 
France  went  there  not  to  bring  about  a  monarchical  proselytism,  but  to  obtain 
reparations  and  guarantees  which  abe  ongbt  to  claim ;  and,  being  there,  she  now 
BUfltaina  the  goverament  which  is  founded  on  the  consent  of  the  people,  because 
abe  expects  from  that  government  the  just  satisfaction  of  ber  wronga,  aa  well  aa 
the  securities  indispensable  to  the  future.  As  she  does  not  seek  the  satisfaction 
of  an  excluaive  intereat,  nor  the  realization  of  any  ambitious  achemes,  so  she 
now  wishes  to  recall  what  remains  in  Mexico  of  the  anny  corps  which  France 
has  sent  (here,  at  the  moment  when  she  will  be  able  to  do  ao  with  safety  to 
French  cittiena  and  with  due  respect  for  hereelf. 

I  am  awan  how  delicate  the  discuaaion  ia  to  which  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhays 
thus  iovitea  me.  France  is  entitled,  by  every  conBideration  of  respect  and 
friendship,  to  interpret  for  herself  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  and  of  the 
whole  of  her  proceedings  in  Mexico.  Eer  explanation  of  those  motives  and 
objects  ia,  therefore,  accepted  on  our  part  with  the  conaideration  and  confidence 
which  we  expect  for  explanations  of  oar  own  when  assigned  to  France  or  any 
other  friendly  power.  Nevertheless,  it  is  my  duty  to  inaiat  that,  whatever  were 
the  intentions,  pniposea,  and  objects  of  France,  the  proceedings  which  wer« 
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adopted  by  s  class  of  Hezicani  for  labverting  the  repnblican  goremment  there, 
and  for  availiDg  themselres  of  French  interrention  to  establish  on  its  miDS  an 
imperial  monarchy,  are  regarded  fay  the  United  States  as  having  been  taken 
vithont  the  authority,  and  prosccnted  agtunst  the  will  and  opiuioos,  of  the 
Mezic&n  people.  Fi>r  these  reasons  it  seems  to  this  government  that,  in  sap- 
porting  institutions  thna  established  in  derogation  of  the  inalienable  rights  of 
the  people  of  Mexico,  the  origiijal  parposes  and  objects  of  the  French  expedi- 
tion, thongh  they  have  not  been,  as  a  military  demand  of  satisfaction,  aban- 
doned, nor  lost  out  of  view  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  were,  nevertheless, 
leA:  to  fall  into  a  condition  in  which  they  seem  to  have  become  subordinate  to  a 
political  revolution,  which  certainly  wotud  have  not  occurred  if  France  had  not 
forcibly  intervened,  and  which,  judging  &om  the  geniaa  and  character  of  the 
Mexican  people,  would  not  now  be  maintained  by  tnem  if  that  armed  interven- 
tion should  cease.  The  United  States  have  not  seen  any  satisfactory  evidence 
that  the  people  of  Mexico  have  spoken,  and  have  called  into  being  or  accepted 
the  so-called  empire  which  it  is  meisted  has  been  set  up  in  their  capital.  The 
United  States,  as  I  have  remarked  on  other  occasions,  are  of  opinion  that  such 
an  acceptance  conid  not  have  been  freely  procured  or  lawfully  taken  at  any 
tine  in  the  presence  of  the  French  army  of  invasion.  The  withdrawal  of  the 
French  forces  is  deemed  necessary  to  allow  such  a  proceeding  to  be  taken  by 
Mexico.  Of  coune  the  Emperor  of  France  is  entitled  to  determine  the  aspect 
in  which  the  Mexican  situation  ought  to  be  regarded  by  him.  Nevertheleas, 
the  view  which  I  have  thus  presented  ia  the  one  which  this  nation  has  accepted. 
It  therefore  recognises,  and  roust  continue  to  recognize,  in  Mexico  only  the 
ancient  republic,  aod  it  can  in  no  case  conaent  to  involve  itself,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  in  relations  with  or  recognition  of  the  institution  of  the  Prince 
Maximilian  in  Mexico. 

This  position  ia  held,  I  believe,  without  one  dissenting  voice  by  our  conntry- 
men.  1  do  not  presume  to  say  that  thia  opinion  of  tne  American  people  is 
accepted  or  will  be  adopted  generally  by  other  fureign  powers,  or  by  the  public 
opinion  of  mankind.  The  Emperor  ia  quite  competent  to  form  a  judgment 
upon  this  important  point  for  himself.  I  cannot,  however,  properly  exclude  the 
observation  that,  while  this  question  affects  by  its  bearings,  incidentally,  every 
repablican  state  in  the  American  hemisphere,  every  one  of  thoae  states  haa 
adopted  the  judgment  which,  on  the  behalf  of  the  United  States,  is  herein 
expressed.  Under  these  circumstances  it  has  happened,  either  rightfolly  or 
wrongfully,  that  the  presence  of  European  armies  in  Mexico,  maintaining  a 
European  prince  with  imperial  attrihutes,  without  her  consent  and  against  her 
will,  10  deemed  a  source  of  apprehension  and  danger,  not  alone  to  the  United 
States,  but  also  to  all  the  independent  and  sovereign  republican  states  founded 
on  the  American  continent  and  its  adjacent  islands.  France  is  acquainted  with 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  towards  the  other  American  states  to  which  I 
have  referred,  and  is  aware  of  the  sense  that  the  American  people  entertain  ia 
r^ard  to  the  obligations  and  dnties  dne  from  tbem  to  those  other  states.  We 
are  thos  brought  back  to  the  single  question  which  formed  the  aultject  of  my 
commnoication  of  the  6tb  of  Dec^mher  last,  namely,  the  desirableness  of  an 
adjustment  of  a  question  the  continuance  of  which  must  be  necessarily  preju- 
dicial to  the  harmony  and  friendship  which  have  hitherto  always  existed  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France. 

This  government  does  not  undertake  to  say  how  the  claims  of  indemnity  and 
satisfaction,  for  which  the  war  which  Franco  is  waging  in  Mexico  was  originally 
institated,  ehall  now  be  adjueted,  in  discontinuing  what,  in  its  progress,  haa 
become  a  war  of  political  intervention  dangerous  to  the  United  States  and  to 
repablican  institutions  in  the  American  hemisphere.  Recognizing  France  and 
ibe  republic  of  Mexico  as  belligerents  engaged  in  war,  we  leave  all  qnestions 
coQcemtng  thoee  claims  and  indemnities  to  tiiem.    The  United  States  rest  con- 
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tent  with  enbrnttting  to  France  the  exigencies  of  so  embairusisg  aitntttion  is 
Mexico,  and  expresBing  the  hope  that  France  may  find  some  manner  wbicb 
shall  at  once  be  conaistent  with  her  interest  and  honor,  and  witii  the  principles 
and  interest  of  the  United  States,  to  relieve  that  sitnation  vithoot  injurioni 
delay. 

Mr.  Drony n  de  Lhnys  repeats  on  this  occasion  what  be  has  heretofore  writ- 
ten, namely,  that  it  depcndB  mnch  npon  the  federal  goTemment  to  &cilitate 
their  desire  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  forces  from  Uexico.  He  argoes 
that  the  position  which  the  United  States  have  assumed  has  nothing  incom- 
patible with  the  existence  of  monarchical  institations  in  Itfexico.  He  draws  to 
his  support  on  this  point  the  &ct  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  official  papers,  disclaim  all  tbonght  of  propa- 

gndism  on  the  American  continent  in  favor  of  republiean  institutions.  Mr. 
ronyn  de  Lfauys  draws  in,  also,  the  fact  that  the  United  States  hold  friendly 
relations  with  the  Emperor  of  Brazil,  as  they  held  similar  relations  with  Itnr- 
bide,  the  Mexican  Emperor,  in  1823.  From  these  positions  Mr.  Droayn  de 
Lhuys  makes  the  deduction  that  neither  any  fundamental  maxim,  nor  any  prece- 
dent in  the  diplomatic  history  of  this  country,  creates  any  necessary  aatagoniem 
between  the  United  States  and  the  form  of  government  over  which  the  Prince 
U&ximilian  presides  in  the  ancient  capital  of  Mexico. 

I  do  not  think  it  would  be  profitable,  and  therefore  I  am  not  desirous  to 
engage  in  the  discussions  whidi  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys  has  thus  laieed.  It 
will  be  sufficient  for  my  purpose,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  assert  and  to  give 
reassnrance  of  our  desire  to  facilitate  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  troops  from 
Mexico,  and,  for  that  purpose,  to  do  whatsoever  shall  be  compatible  with  the 
positions  we  have  hraetofore  taken  upon  that  subject,  and  with  our  just  regard 
to  the  sovereign  righta  of  the  republic  of  Mexico.  Further  or  otherwise  than 
this  France  could  not  expect  us  to  go.  Having  thus  reassured  France,  it  seems 
necessary  to  state  anew  the  position  of  this  government,  as  it  was  set  forth  in 
my  letter  of  the  6th  of  December,  as  follows  ;  Republican  and  domestic  institu- 
tions on  this  continent  are  detmed  most  congenial  with  and  most  beneficial  to 
the  United  States.  Where  the  people  of  any  country,  like  Brazil  now,  or  Mex- 
ico in  1822,  have  volnutaiily  established  and  acquiesced  in  monarchical  instito- 
tioDS  of  their  own  choice,  free  from  all  foreign  control  or  intervention,  the  United 
States  do  not  refuse  to  maintain  relations  with  such  governments,  or  seek 
through  propagandism,  by  force  or  intrigue,  to  overthrow  those  institutioos. 
On  the  contrary,  where  a  nation  has  established  institutions  republican  and 
domestic,  similar  to  our  own,  the  United  States  assert  in  their  behalf  that  no 
foreign  nation  can  rightfully  intervene  by  force  to  subvert  republican  institu- 
tions and  establish  those  of  an  antagonistic  character. 

Mr.  Dronyn  de  Uiuys  seems  to  think  that  I  have  made  a  double  reproach 
against  the  Prince  Maximilian's  alleged  government,  of  the  difficulty  it  en- 
counters and  of  the  assistance  it  borrows  from  foreign  powers.  In  that  respect 
Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys  contends  that  the  obstacles  and  the  resistance  which 
Uaximilian  has  been  obliged  to  wrestle  with  have  in  themselves  nothing  es- 
pecial against  the  form  of  tlie  institutions  which  he  is  supposed  by  Mr.  Dronyn 
de  Lhuys  to  have  established.  Mr,  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  maintains  that  Maxi- 
milian's government  is  undergoing  the  lot  quite  common  to  new  powers,  while, 
above  all,  it  has  the  miafortane  to  have  to  bear  the  consequences  of  discords 
which  have  been  produced  under  a  previous  government.  Mr.  Dronyn  de 
Xibnys  represents  this  misfortune  and  this  lot  to  be  in  effect  the  misfortune  and 
lot  of  governments  which  have  not  found  armed  competitors,  and  which  have 
enjoyed  in  peace  an  uncontrolled  authority.  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys  alleges 
that  revolts  and  intestine  wars  are  the  normal  condition  of  Mexico,  and  he  fur- 
ther iusists  that  the  opposition  made  by  some  military  chiefs  to  the  establish- 
ment of  an  empire  under  Maximilian  is  only  the  natural  sequence  of  the  same 
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want  of  discipline,  and  the  some  prevalence  of  anaicliy,  of  which  his  predeoea- 
BOiB  of  power  in  Slexico  haTe  been  victims.  It  ie  not  the  parpoee,  nor  would  it 
be  consistent  with  the  character  of  the  United  States,  to  deny  that  Uexico  has 
been  for  a  long  time  the  theabe  of  faction  and  intestine  war.  The  United 
Stales  confess  this  &ct  with  regret,  all  the  more  sincere,  becaose  the  experience 
at  Mexico  has  been  not  oaiy  painfiU  for  her  own  people,  bat  has  been  also  of 
nnibitonate  evil  influence  on  other  nations. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  neither  a  right  of  the  United  States,  nor  consiBtent 
with  their  friendly  disposition  towards  Mexico,  to  reproach  the  people  of  that 
eonntiy  with  her  past  calamities,  mnch  less  to  invoke  or  approve  of  the  inflic- 
tion of  pimishment  npon  them  bystranirers  for  theirpoHtical  errors.  The  Mex- 
ican popolation  have,  and  their  situation  has,  some  peculiarities  which  are  doofat- 
less  well  nnderstood  by  Franco.  Early  in  the  present  centufy  they  were  forced, 
by  convictions  which  mankind  cannot  bat  respect,  to  cast  off  a  foreign  monarch- 
iul  mle  which  they  deemed  incompatiblii  with  their  welfare  and  aggrandize- 
menL  They  were  forced,  at  the  same  time,  by  convictions  which  ^e  world 
must  respect,  to  attempt  the  eetabliahmeat  of  repablican  institations,  without  the 
fnU  experience  and  practical  education  and  habits  which  would  render  those  in- 
Btitntione  all  at  once  firm  and  satis&ctory.  Mexico  was  a  theatre  of  conflict 
between  European  commercial,  ecclesiastical,  and  political  institutions  and  dog- 
mas, and  novel  American  institations  and  ideas.  She  had  African  slavery, 
coIoDial  restrictions,  and  ecclesiastical  monopolies.  In  the  chief  one  of  these 
particulars  she  had  a  misfortune  which  was  sliared  by  the  United  States,  while 
the  latter  were  happUy  exempted  from  the  other  miafortnnee.  We  cannot  forget 
that  Mexico,  sooner  and  more  readily  than  the  United  States,  abolished  slavery. 
We  cannot  deny  that  all  the  anarchy  in  Mexico,  of  which  Mr,  Dronyn  de  Lhnys 
complaias,  was  Hecessarily,  and  even  wisely,  endored  in  the  attempt  to  lay  sure 
foundations  of  broad  repaolican  liberty. 

I  do  not  know  whether  France  can  rightfully  he  expected  to  concur  in  this 
view,  which  alleviatea,  in  our  mind,  the  errors,  misfortunes,  and  caluniljes  of 
Kexico.  Sowever  thb  may  be,  we  fall  back  upon  the  principle  that  no  foreign 
etate  can  rightly  intervene  in  each  trials  as  those  of  Mexico,  and,  on  the  ground 
of  a  desire  to  correct  those  errors,  deprive  the  people  there  of  their  natural  right 
of  domestic  and  repablican  freedom.  All  the  injuries  and  wrongs  which  Mexico 
can  have  committed  against  any  other  state  have  found  a  severe  pnuishment  in 
coDseqnences  which  legitimately  followed  their  commission.  Nations  are  not 
anthorized  to  correct  each  other's  errors  except  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  prevent 
or  redress  injuries  aflecting  themselves.  If  one  state  has  a  right  to  intervene  in 
sny  other  etate  to  cstabliBO  discipline,  constituting  itself  a  judge  of  the  occasion, 
then  every  state  has  the  same  right  to  iutervene  in  the  a&irs  of  every  other  na- 
UoD,  being  itself  alone  the  arbiter,  both  in  regard  to  the  time  and  the  occasion. 
The  principle  of  intervention,  thus  practically  carried  out,  would  seem  to  render 
sll  sovereigaty  and  independence,  and  even  all  international  peace  and  amity, 
nneertain  and  fallacious. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhays  proceeds  to  remark  that  as  for  the  support  which 
Muimilittn  receives  from  the  French  army,  as  well  also  as  for  the  support 
vhich  has  been  lent  to  him  by  Belgian  and  Aoetrian  volunteers,  those  supports 
cause  no  hindrance  to  the  freedom  of  his  resolutions  in  the  affairs  of  his  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhnys  asks  what  state  is  there  that  does  not  need  allies, 
cither  to  form  or  to  defend.  As  to  the  great  powers,  such  as  France  and  Eogland, 
do  they  not  constantly  maintain  foreign  troops  in  th^  armies  ?  When  the 
United  States  fought  for  their  independence,  did  the  aid  given  by  France  cause 
that  movement  to  cease  to  be  truly  national?  Shall  it  be  said  that  the  contest 
between  the  United  States  and  thfl  recent  insurgents  was  not  in  a  like  manner  a 
TUiti(»ia]  war,  because  thousands  of  Irishmen  and  Germans  were  found  fighting 
under  the  flag  of  the  Unioni     Arguing  from  anticipated  answere  to  these  ijues- 
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tiona,  Mr.  Droayn  de  Lhnja  reaches  «  condiuioD  that  the  character  of  Haxi- 
milian'e  goTeniinent  coanot  be  contested,  nor  cau  its  efibrts  to  consolidate  iUelf 
be  contested,  on  the  ground  of  the  employment  of  foreign  troops. 

Mr.  Dronju  de  Lhu^s,  in  thin  arganient,  seems  to  na  to  have  overlooked  two 
important  facts,  namely :  first,  tbat  the  United  States,  in  this  correspondence, 
have  assigned  definite  limits  to  the  right  of  alliance  incompatible  with  onr  assent 
to  his  argument ;  and  secondlj',  the  fact  that  the  United  States  hare  not  at  any 
time  accepted  the  supposed  government  of  the  Prince  Maximilian  as  a  constitu- 
tional or  legitimate  form  of  government  in  Mexico,  capable  or  entitled  to  form 
alliances. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhnys  then  arranges,  in  a  graphic  manner,  the  advantages 
that  have  arisen,  or  are  to  arise,  to  the  United  States,  from  the  successful  estab- 
lishment of  the  supposed  empire  in  Mexico.  Instead  of  a  conntiy  unceaaingl)' 
in  trouble,  and  which  has  given  us  so  many  subjects  of  complaint,  and  against 
which  we  ourselves  have  been  obliged  to  make  war,  he  shows  ue  in  Mexico  > 
pacific  country,  under  a  beneficent  imperial  sway,  offering  henceforth  measoiei 
of  secnrity  and  vast  openings  to  onr  commerce,  a  country  far  trom  injiuiDg  onr 
rights  and  hurting  our  inflneuces.  And  he  assures  ub  that,  above  all  other  na- 
tions, the  United  States  are  most  likely  to  profit  by  the  work  which  is  beinf 
accomplished  by  Prince  Maximilian  in  Mexico.  These  sn^estions  are  as  nat- 
ural ou  the  part  of  France  as  they  are  friendly  to  the  United  Slates.  The 
United  States  are  not  insensible  to  the  deeirafaleness  of  political  and  commercial 
reform  in  the  adjoining  country  ;  hnt  their  settled  principles,  habits,  and  con- 
victions forbid  diem  to  look  for  such  changes  in  this  hemisphere  to  foreign, 
royal,  or  imperial  institutions,  founded  upon  a  forcible  subversion  of  republican 
institutions.  The  United  States,  in  their  cnetomary  sobriety,  regard  no  bene- 
ficial results  wbidi  could  come  from  such  a  change  in  Mexico  as  sufficient  to 
overbalance  the  injury  which  they  mast  directly  suffer  by  the  overthroT  of  the 
republican  government  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhnys,  at  the  end  of  his  very  elaborate  and  able  review,  re- 
capitulates his  exposition  in  the  following  words  :  "  The  United  States  acknowl- 
edge the  right  we  had  to  make  war  in  Mexico.  On  the  other  part,  we  admit,  as 
they  do,  the  principle  of  non-intervention.  This  double  postulate  includes,  as 
it  seems  to  me,  the  elements  of  an  agreement.  The  right  to  make  war,  which 
belongs,  as  Mr.  Seward  declares,  to  every  sovereign  nation,  implies  the  right  to 
secure  ibe  results  of  war.  We  have  not  gone  across  the  ocean  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  our  power,  and  of  inflicting  chastisement  on  the  Mexican 
government.  After  a  train  of  fmitlees  remonstrances,  it  was  our  duty  to  demand 
guarantees  against  the  recurrence  of  violence  from  which  our  country  had  suf- 
fered so  cruelly,  and  those  guarantees  we  could  not  look  for  from  a  government 
whose  bad  faith  we  had  proved  on  so  many  occasions.  We  find  them  now  en- 
gaged in  the  estahliehment  of  a  regular  government  which  shows  itself  disposed 
to  honestly  keep  its  eogagemeots.  In  this  relation  we  hope  that  the  legitimate 
object  of  onr  expedition  will  soon  be  reached,  and  we  are  striving  to  make  with 
the  emperor  Maximilian  arrangements  which,  by  satisfying  nur  interests  and 
our  honor,  will  permit  us  to  consider  at  an  end  the  service  of  the  army  upon 
Mexican  soil.  The  Emperor  has  given  an  order  to  write  in  this  same  sense  to 
onr  minister  at  Mexico.  We  fall  back  at  that  moment  ou  the  principle  of  non- 
intervention, and  from  tliat  moment  accept  it  as  the  rule  of  our  conduct.  Our 
interest,  no  less  than  onr  honor,  commands  us  to  claim  from  all  the  uniform  ap- 
plication of  it.  Trusting  the  spirit  of  equity  which  animates  the  cabinet  of 
Washington,  we  expect  from  it  the  assurance  that  the  Americtui  people  will 
themselves  conform  to  the  law  which  they  invoke,  by  observing,  iu  regard  to 
Me:tico,  a  strict  neutrality.  When  you  [meaning  the  Marquis  de  MoDthoIon] 
shall  have  informed  me  of  the  resolution  of  the  federal  government,  I  shall  be 
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aWe  to  indicnte  to  you  the  nature  of  the  reaulta  of  our  negotiation  with  the  em- 
peror Maximilian  for  the  return  of'our  troops." 

1  bare  nlready,  and  not  without  much  reluctance,  mude  the  commenta  upon 
the  argnmenla  of  Mr.  Drouyn  A-i  Lhuye  whicli  aeem  to  h?  neces^iry  to  ^uird 
agniiiM  the  infeivnce  nf  concurrence  in  (]U(!stion  ible  positions  which  might  be 
drawn  from  onr  entire  filencc.  I  think  th'it  I  cnn,  therefore,  nff'ird  to  leave  hia 
iec«|)ii!il:ttinn  of  those  arguments  without  iuch  an  eepecial  review  m  would 
necr-jiMrily  b'^  prolix,  and  perhaps  hypercritical.  Tlie  United  States  have  not 
clatmetl,  and  they  do  not  claim,  to  know  what  arrangements  the  Emperor  miy 
make  for  the  adjustment  of  cliima  fir  indemnity  and  redress  in  Mexico.  It 
vouhl  be,  on  our  part,  an  act  gf  intervention  to  take  cognizince  of  ihcm.  We 
adhere  to  onr  position  that  (he  war  in  question  has  become  a  political  war  be- 
twi-en  France  and  the  republic  of  Mexici,  injurious  and  dangerous  to  the  United 
•States  and  to  the  republican  cause,  and  we  ask  only  tlMt  in  that  aspect  and 
character  it  may  be  broaght  to  an  end  It  would  be  illiberal  on  thu  pirt  of  the 
Uiiitrd  Stal«s  to  suppose  that,  in  dei<iring  or  pursuing  preliminary  arrangements, 
the  li^mpemr  contempfates  the  ci<tab]ishmcnt  in  Mexico,  before  withdrawing  hia 
fi>rct-Ti,  of  the  very  iuetitations  which  constitute  the  mitcrial  ground  of  the  ex- 
cepdiin^  taken  ngninst  his  intervention  by  tlic  United  ijtates.  It  would  be  still 
Dixie  illiberal  to  suppose  for  a  moment  th.it  he  ex|>ccts  the  United  Statea  to 
hiiid  themselves  indirectly  to  acqllie^<ce  in  or  support  tlic  obnoxious  institutions. 
Oil  the  contrary,  we  understand  him  as  announcing  to  us  his  immediate  pur- 
pnM  to  bring  (o  an  end  the  service  of  his  armies  in  Mexico,  to  withdraw  iheui, 
and  in  go<id  faith  to  fall  back,  without  stipulation  or  condition  on  our  part,  upon 
lite  principle  of  non-intervention  upon  which  he  is  henc<'fi>rth  agreed  with  the 
I'niii-d  States,  We  cannot  understand  liis  appeul  to  us  for  an  assurance  that  we 
ourselves  will  abide  by  our  own  principles  of  non-intervention  iu  any  other  sense 
ttiiiii  a:>  the  expri-ssion,  in  a  friendly  wny,  of  hia  expectation  that  when  the  people 
of  Mi'xico  shall  have  been  left  absolutely  free  from  the  opi'ration,  effects,  and  con- 
e(i(ueiicesof  hinown  political  and  military  intervention,  we  will  ourselves  re^ipect 
tlii-ir  '■eU'-establi^'hed  sovereigny  and  i  n  depend  en  cc.  In  thia  view  of  the  suliject 
only  can  we  consider  his  appeal  pertinent  to  the  case.  Kegarding  it  in  only 
tlii.-i  aapi-ct.  we  must  meet  the  Emperor  frankly.  He  knows  the  form  and  char- 
acit-r  uf  ibis  government.  The  nation  can  be  bound  only  by  treaties  which 
iirive  the  concurrence  of  the  President  and  two-thirds  of  tlie  Senate.  A  formal 
trraty  would  be  objectionable  as  unneceea.-iry,  except  as  a  disuvowal  of  bad  faith 
oil  our  part,  to  disarm  suspicion  in  regard  to  a  m^itter  concerning  which  we  have 
^ivi-ii  110  cause  for  questioning  our  loyalty,  or  else  such  a  treaty  would  be  refused 
npiin  the  ground  that  the  application  for  it  by  the  Emperor  of  France  was  un- 
Iiuppily  a  suggestion  of  some  ainister  or  oufrieudly  reservation  or  purpose  on  his 
pvtiu  withdwwing  from  Mexico.  Diplomatic  assurance  given  by  the  President 
ill  U'half  cf  the  nntiiin  can  at  best  be  but  the  expressions  of  confideut  expecta- 
ti'ra  on  his  part  that  the  personal  administration,  ever  changing  in  conformity 
and  adap'fllion  to  the  national  will,  does  not  misunderstand  the  settled  principles 
■M  pidicy  of  the  Ameri&m  people.  Explanations  cannot  properly  be  male  by 
•iiK  President  in  any  case  wbi^reiii  it  would  be  deemed,  for  any  reason,  objee- 
ti'iiialile  on  gronnds  of  i>ublic  policy  by  the  treaty-making  power  of  the  govem- 
m-iit  to  introduce  or  entertain  negotiations. 

With  these  explanations  1  proc  ed  to  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
France  need  not  for  a  moment  delay  her  proposed  withdrawulof  military  forces 
Iruni  Mexico,  and  her  putting  the  prineiptn  of  non-intervention  into  full  aud 
complete  practice  in  regard  to  Mexico,  through  any  appvchenaion  that  the  United 
^tntei  will  prove  unfaithful  to  the  principles  and  policy  in  that  respect  whi  b, 
ftn  iheir  l>ehair,  it  has  been  my  duty  to  maiDtain  in  this  now  very  lengthened 
correspondence.  The  practice  of  this  government,  from  its  beginning,  is  a 
guaraulee  to  all  nations  of  the  respect  of  the  American  people  for  the  free  sover- 
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ei^ty  of  the  people  in  every  other  state.  We  received  the  inBtmction  from 
Wasbingtoa.  We  applied  it  etemly  Id  our  early  interconrBe  even  with  Kranee. 
The  eame  principle  and  prac;lice  Imve  been  uniformly  incnlcated  by  all  our 
utatedoen,  interpreted  by  all  our  juriete,  maintained  by  all  our  CoDgreBsw,  and 
acquiesced  in  without  practical  dii<Keiit  ou  all  occaaions  by  the  American  people. 
It  is  in  reality  tbe  chief  element  of  fon  i^ti  intercourse  in  our  hintory.  Looking 
aimply  toward  the  point  to  which  ourattention  has  been  BteadJIy  confined,  tbe  re- 
lief of  the  Mexican  embarrae omenta  without  dit^turbing  our  relation  with  France, 
we  shall  be  gratified  when  the  t]tDpfror  ehall  give  to  us,  cither  through  tbe 
channel  of  your  esteemed  cnrrespondence  or  otberwiite,  defiuitive  inforniatinn  uf 
the  time  when  French  military  operations  may  be  expected  to  ceaae  in  Mexico. 
Here  I  migbt  perhaps  properly  conclude  ibis  note.  Some  ■■bscmity,  however, 
might  be  snppostd  lo  rest  upon  the  characterof  tbe  principle  of  uon-interTcnlion, 
which  we  are  authorized  to  suppose  is  now  agreed  upon  between  the  United 
States  and  France  as  a  rule  ior  their  future  government  in  regard  to  Mexico. 
I  shall ,  tlierefore,  reproduce  on  this  occasion,  by  way  of  illustration,  some  of  the 
forms  in  which  thai  principle  has  been  maintained  by  us  in  our  previous  inter- 
course with  France.  lu  IS61,  when  alluding  to  the  possibility  that  the  Em- 
peror migbt  be  invoked  by  rebel  emlHsaries  from  the  United  States  to  iotei  vena 
in  our  civil  war,  I  obseived  :  "  Tbe  Emperor  of  Fiance  has  given  abundant  proofs 
that  he  considers  the  people  in  every  country  the  rightful  source  of  authority, 
and  that  its  only  legitimate  objects  are  their  safety,  fieedom,  and  welfare." 

I  wrote,  also,  on  tbe  same  occasion,  tliese  words  to  Mr.  Uaj  ton  ;  "  I  have 
thus,  under  the  President's  direction,  placed  before  you  a  simple,  unexn^erated, 
and  dispassionate  Etalement  of  the  origin,  nature,  and  purpose  of  tbe  contest  In 
which  the  United  ^'tates  are  now  involved,  I  have  done  bo  only  fur  the  pni^ 
poee  of  deducing  from  it  the  arguments  yiu  will  find  it  necessary  to  employ  b 
opposing  tbe  application  of  the  so-called  Confederate  Slates  to  the  govemmenl 
of  bis  Majesty  the  Emperor  for  a  recognition  of  their  independence  and  eover- 
eignty.  The  President  neither  expects  nor  desires  any  intervention,  or  evM 
any  fuvor,  from  tbe  government  of  France,  or  any  other,  in  this  emergency. 
Whatever  else  he  may  conKent  lo  do,  he  will  never  invoke  or  even  admit  foreign 
interference  or  influence  in  this  or  any  other  controversy  in  which  tbe  government 
of  the  United  States  may  be  engaged  with  any  portion  of  the  American  people. 
*******  « 

"  Foreign  intervention  would  oblige  us  to  treat  those  who  should  yield  it  as 
allies  of  the  ingurrectionaj-y  party,  aud  to  carry  on  the  war  against  them  aa  en- 
emies. 

"However  other  European  powers  may  mistake,  bis  Majesty  is  the  last  one 
of  those  sovereigns  to  misapprehend  tbe  nature  of  this  controversy.  He  knowB 
that  the  revolution  of  mti,  in  ibis  country,  was  a  successful  contest  of  the  great 
American  ideaof  free,  popular  government  against  resisting  prejudices  and  errors. 
He  knows  that  the  conflict  awakened  the  sympatbies  of  mankind,  and  that  ulti- 
mately the  triumph  of  that  idea  has  been  hailed  by  all  European  nations.  He 
knows  at  what  coBt  European  nations  for  a  time  resisted  the  progress  of  that 
idea,  and,  perhaps,  is  not  unwilliug  to  confess  bow  much  France,  especially,  has 
profited  by  it.  He  will  not  tail  to  recognize  the  presence  of  that  one  great  idea 
in  the  picBeot  cnnliict,  nor  will  be  mixtake  tbe  tide  on  which  it  will  be  found. 
It  is,  in  short,  the  very  principle  of  univer^nl  sufiTrage,  witb  ilB  claim  of  obedi- 
ence to  its  decrees,  on  which  the  govt  niment  of  France  is  built,  that  is  put  in 
issue  by  tbe  insurrection  here,  and  is  in  this  emergency  to  be  i  indicated  and  more 
eSeclnally  than  ever  established  by  the  governnii-nt  of  the  United  States." 

In  writing  upon  tbe  same  subject  to  Mr.  Uayton,  on  the  30th  of  May,  1861, 1 
said  :  "  Nothing  is  wanting  to  that  success  except  that  foreign  nations  shall  leave 
us,  as  is  our  right,  lo  manage  our  own  affairs  in  our  own  way.  They,  as  well 
as  we,  can  only  sufier  by  Uieir  interveution.     No  one,  we  are  sarei  can  judge 
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Iwtlrr  thftn  the  Emperor  of  France  hnw  dangerous  and  deplorable  would  be  the 
mer^Der  that  sboald  iDtniile  Europeans  into  the  political  contedti  of  the  Amer- 
ican people." 

In  declining  the  offer  of  French  mediation,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1861, 1  wrote 
to  Mr.  UaytoD :  "  The  present  paranumnt  duty  of  the  government  is  to  save  the 
in^rity  of  the  American  Union.  Absolute,  Self- bub taiuing  indepi!ndeni;e  is 
the  Gm  and  most  indispensable  element  of  nRtional  existence.  Thid  is  a  ropab- 
Lcan  nation;  all  its  domestic  nffiiirB  must  be  conducted  and  even  ndjiitttcd  in 
fon.itilational  forma,  and  npnn  constitutional,  republican  principles.  This  is  an 
American  nation,  and  its  internal  afiairs  must  not  only  be  conducted  with  rcfcr- 
enee  to  its  peculiar  contia«utal  position,  but  by  and  through  American  agencies 

Od  the  1st  of  August,  1S6S,  tSr.  Adams  was  instructed  by  this  government 
in  (he  following  words  ;  "  Did  thn  European  states  which  found  and  occupied 
thiB  ci>Dlinent  almost  without  effort  then  understand  itn  real  destiny  and  pur- 
pwes  r  Have  they  ever  yet  fully  uiideralood  and  accepted  them  1  Hiis  any- 
thin;;  bnt  disappointment  upon  diitappoiutment  and  disaster  upon  disaster  re- 
sulted from  their  mieap prehensions  ?  After  near  four  Luudrea  years  of  sttch 
disappointments  and  disasters,  is  the  way  of  Providence  in  regard  to  America 
ciill  en  mysteiinud  that  it  cannot  be  understood  and  confessed  ?  Columbus,  it 
wu  Baid,  had  given  a  sew  world  to  the  kingiloms  of  Castile  and  Leon.  What 
bas  become  of  the  sovereignty  of  Spain  in  America  ?  Richelieu  oecnpied  and 
furtified  a  lai^  portion  of  the  contineilt,  extending  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
(he  ftraits  of  Belle  Isle.  Does  Frunce  yet  retain  that  important  appendage  to 
the  crown  of  her  sovci  eign  'i  Great  Britain  acquired  a  dominion  here  surpaBB- 
ing  by  a  hnitdred-fold  in  length  and  breadth  the  native  realm.  Has  not  a  large 
portion  of  ii  been  already  formally  resigned  !  To  whom  have  those  vast  do- 
minions, with  those  founded  by  the  Portuguese,  the  Dutch,  and  the  Swedes, 
been  resigned  but  to  Americun  nations,  the  growth  of  European  colonists  and 
exiles,  wbo  hnve  come  hither,  bringing  with  them  the  arts,  the  civilization,  and 
tbe  virtnee  of  Europe  1  Has  not  the  change  been  beneficial  to  society  on  this 
continent  I  Has  it  not  been  more  beneficial  even  to  Europe  itself  than  continued 
Earn|)ean  domination,  if  it  hnd  been  possible,  could  have  been  !  The  American 
Ditions  which  have  grown  np  here  are  free  and  self-governing.  They  have 
nude  themselves  so  from  inherent  vigor  and  obedience  to  absolute  necessity. 
Is  it  possible  for  Enropean  states  to  plunge  them  again  into  a  colonial  state  and 
hild  them  there  ?  Would  it  be  desirable  for  them  and  for  Europe,  if  it  were 
possible  T  The  balance  of  power  among  the  nations  of  Europe  is  maintained 
Dot  without  numerous  strong  armies  and  frequent  conflicts,  while  the  sphere  of 
political  ambition  there  is  bounded  by  the  ocean  which  surrounds  that  continent. 
Woa'd  it  be  possible  to  maintain  it  at  all,  if  this  vast  continent,  with  all  its 
populaiions,  their  resources,  and  their  forces,  should  once  again  be  brought  within 
that  sphere  ? 

"On  th>,<  contrary  of  all  these  suppositions,  is  it  not  manifest  that  these 
American  nations  were  called  into  existence  to  be  the  home  of  freemen  ;  that 
the  stales  of  Europe  have  been  intrusted  by  Providence  with  their  tutelage, 
hnt  that  tutelage  and  all  its  responsibilities  and  powers  are  necessarily  with- 
dtanii  to  the  relief  and  benefit  of  the  parties  and  of  mankind,  when  these  par- 
lies become  able  to  clioose  their  own  system  of  government,  and  to  make  and 
ddmiiibiter  ilnrir  own  laws  t  It  they  err  in  this  choice,  or  in  the  conduct  of 
ibeir  nSairs,  it  will  lie  found  wise  to  leave  them,  like  all  other  states,  the  privilege 
uui  responsibility  of  detecting  and  correcting  tbe  error,  by  which  they  are,  of 
course,  the  principal  sufferers." 

On  the  8th  of  May,  1862,  Mr.  Dayton  was  instructed  to  expreaa  to  Mr. 
Thonvenel "  the  desire  of  the  United  States  that  peaceful  lelations  may  soon 
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be  restored  between  France  aud  Sfexico  upon  a  ba»is  juBt  to  bnlh  pnrtics 
and  favorable  to  the  independence  and  tioverdgntj  nf  tlie  people  of  Mexico, 
vliich  ii>  eqiiftlly  tbe  interest  of  France  and  nil  olhcr  enliglUcncd  iintioii^." 

On  the  2lHt  of  .Iiinc,  1862,  Mr.  Dayton  was  autliorizfd  to  fpenk  i>n  brbalf 
of  ibu  United  Stales  concerning  tbe  coijdition  of  Mexico  in  iheiie  words: 
"  France  has  a  ri};bt  to  make  war  againet  Mexico,  and  to  delermine  for  lierseK 
the  cau^c.  We  have  a  right  lo  insist  tbnt  France  shall  uot  improve  the  wnrEhe 
makt'H  to  raii'e  np  in  Mexico  an  an  ti- re  publican  or  an  ti- American  governiiieni,  or 
to  tnaiiitaia  ench  a  government  there." 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  aeeurance  of  my  bigh  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


TAe  minisCer  ofjbreiga  offairt  to  the  French  minuler  in  Wathinglim. 
Paris,  April  5,  ISiiC. 

Sin  :  I  bare  read,  with  all  tbe  attention  wbtch  it  deserves,  the  answer  of  the 
Secrciary  of  Slate  to  tny  dcFpaicb  of  the  9tb  of  January  last.  The  serupulond 
care  with  which  Mr.  Sewnrd  hns  pleaded  to  analyze  that  despaleh,  and  tlie  ex- 
tended cnni'idcrniioiis  upon  which  be  bas  entered  to  define,  in  regard  to  the  exjwi! 
wbicli  1  have  made  of  the  conduct  of  France  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  tbe  doc- 
trines wh  ch  are  tbe  basis  of  tbe  international  policy  of  the  United  Slates,  btat 
witnef's  in  our  eyes  of  tbe  interest  which  tbe  cabinet  of  Washington  attaches  to 
putiirig  aside  alt  misapprehension. 

Wc  find  therein  the  evidtnce  of  its  desire  to  cause  tbe  sentiments  of  amity 
which  tbe  Iraditinus  of  a  long  alliance  have  cementcil  between  our  two  coun- 
tries til  prevail  over  the  accidental  divergencies,  often  inevitable,  in  the  move- 
ment of  atfairs  and  the  relations  of  governments.  It  is  in  this  di'-posilion  that 
we  have  appreciated  the  communication  which  the  Secretaiy  of  Slate  baa  ad- 
dressed to  you,  the  12lh  of  .January  Inst.  I  will  not  follow  Mr.  Seward  in  the 
deveh)pmenta  he  has  given  to  the  exposition  of  the  principles  which  direct  the 
policy  of  the  Ameiican  Union.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  opportune  or  profita- 
ble to  prolong,  on  points  of  doctrine  or  of  hisiory,  a  discussion,  where  we  may 
differ  in  opinion  from  tbe  government  of  the  United  States,  without  danger  to 
the  interests  of  the  two  countries.  I  think  it  better  to  serve  those  interesis  by 
abstaining  from  discussing  assertions — in  my  opinion  very  contesialile — in  order 
to  tike  action  on  assurances  which  may  contribute  to  facilitate  our  understanding. 

We  never  hesitate  to  offer  to  our  friend:*  the  csplanations  tbey  ask  tVoin  us, 
and  wo  hasten  to  give  to  the  cabinet  of  Washington  all  those  which  may  en- 
ligbien  it  on  the  purpose  we  are  pursuing  in  Mexico,  and  on  the  I<)yalty  of  our 
intentions.  We  have  said  to  it,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  certainty  wc  should 
acquire  of  its  resolution  to  obsrrve  in  regard  to  that  country,  after  our  depiirnire, 
a  policy  of  non-intervention,  would  hasten  the  moment  when  it  wi.uid  be  po,-^p.ible 
for  us,  without  compromi><ing  the  interests  which  led  us  there,  to  withdraw  our 
troops,  and  put  an  end  to  an  occupation,  the  duration  of  which  we  are  sincerely 
desirous  to  abridge.  In  his  despatch  of  the  12th  February  last  Mr.  Sew.inl 
calls  to  mind,  on  his  part,  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  \tn»  con- 
formed during  the  whole  course  of  ita  history  to  the  rule  of  conduct  whieli  it 
received  from  Wasbiiigton,  by  practicing  invariably  the  principle  of  non-inter- 
vention, aiid  adds  that  nolhhig  Juetilies  tbe  apprehension  that  it  should  show 
itseli  unfaithful  in  what  may  coucera  Mexico.  We  receive  this  assurance  with 
entire  confidence,  and  we  find  therein  a  sufhcieiit  gUTintee  not  any  InugtT  to 
delay  the  adoption  of  measures  intended  to  prepare  fur  tbe  relum  of  oar  armr. 
Tbe  Emperor  has  decided  that  the  French  troops  shall  eractute  Uexico  m 
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three  detJicliments  :  the  firet  being  intended  to  depart  in  tlie  montli  of  Novem- 
ber. I86G  ;  tbe  second  in  March,  1867 ;  and  the  third  in  the  month  of  November 
of  the  tarns  ycnr. 

Tou  will  please  to  communicate  this  decision  officially  to  tbe  Secretary  of 
State. 

Beceive,  marquis,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUY8. 


Drimyn  de  Lhuy*  to  M.  Dano,  French  minitter  in  Mexiro, 

Paris,  Atigutt  14,  1865. 
Sia:  I  am  in  receipt  of  ynur  despatches  up  to  tbe  IDth  of  July.  What  you 
irrite  cgnceming  onr  daiina  attracted  my  attention  in  a  moat  particular  manner. 
Ian  were  right  in  judging  that  the  necessity  which  esiated  fur  a  speedy  settle- 
ment with  our  countrymen  would  prompt  us  to  abate  iu  some  measure  our 
legitimate  dt^mands. 

I  am  of  opinion  myself  thai  the  settlement  in  round  figures,  which  you  have 
proposed  for  adoption  lo  the  government  of  Maximilian,  would  be  on  tbe  whole 
■dvantngfous  tn  our  citizens,  and.  of  course,  acceptable  to  us.  For  this  reason 
I  would  request  you  to  insist  in  the  most  urgent  manner  in  order  to  obtain, 
withoat  di-lny,  the  adherence  of  the  M(;xican  government  to  the  plan  of  settle- 
ment which  you  have  arranged. 
Receive,  &:c. 

DROUYN  DE  LHDYS. 


The  Fr^ench  minitter  in  Mfxico  to  the  minitter  of  foreign  affairs. 

Mexico,  September  28,  1865. 
ExcBLLE\cY  :  I  have  received  the  despatch  which  you  did  me  tbe  honor  \a 
address  mi;  nn  the  14th  of  August  last. 

Yi.ur  excellency  having  thought  fit  to  approve  the  settlement  in  a  lump  which 
,Ipropo^  for  adnption  to  the  government  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  in  order 
to  arrive  at  a  speedy  conclusion  of  this  businesB  relating  to  French  claims,  I 
We  resumed,  with  renewed  activity,  this  important  negotiation,  which,  however, 
I  bad  not  for  one  mnment  let  out  of  sight. 

I  have  this  day  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to  announce  that  my  efforts  have 
not  been  altogether  fruitless,  and  that  I  signed  yesterday  an  agreement  which, 
if  I  mistake  not,  wilt  satisfy  every  interest  at  stake  in  this  matter. 
Be  pleased  to  accept,  &c. 

DANO. 

Certain  modificationB  in  form  having  become  necessary,  the  ratification  of  the 
above  mentioned  agreement  was  delayed  some  time.  The  principal  points  in  it, 
however,  are  set  forth  below.  According  to  this  plan  the  total  indemnity  due 
toFianee  for  injuries  done  to  the  persons  and  property  of  her  citizens  by  Mexican 
pivernments  or  agents  is  fixed  in  bulk  at  the  sum  of  forty  millions  of  franca. 
Tbie  amnnut  is  to  he  paid  in  Mexican  bonds,  at  par,  and  the  French  government 
if  to  divide  ihese  among  its  citizens  who  have  claims,  according  to  its  own  judg- 
nient  of  what  is  proper  and  conv^ni?nt.  The  French  government  has  already 
in  hand,  as  trustee,  a  payment  on  account  amounting  tn  twelve  millions  of  francs 
u  bands  of  tbe  firsf  Mexican  loan,  which  was  negotiated  in  Paris  at  sixty-three. 
Tbe»e  twelve  millions  shonld  represent,  at  par,  the  sum  of  sixteen  milliooa  four 
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hnndred  and  forty  thousand  fraDCS.  The  remaining  twenty-lhree  millions  five 
hundred  and  sixty  thouMnd  fraocB  shall  be  paid  in  bonds  of  ihe  ^anie  ieeue,  at 
par,  tbrtjugh  the  Mexicsn  financial  commiafion  established  at  I'uris.  After 
having  delivered  the  bonds  for  this  amount  of  forty  millions  of  francs,  the  Meli- 
can  government  is  to  be  considered  as  free  from  all  liability  as  regnrdi'  the  clums 
of  Freucbmen  that  shall  have  been  presented  up  to  that  dale;  and  the  French 
government  binds  itself  not  to  intervene  in  favor  of  any  claims  that  may  be  pre- 
eented  iherta'ter  for  past  danisges.  As  a  consequence  of  ihta  set llemeiit article 
twelve  of  Ihe  agreement  signed  at  Miramar  on  the  18th  of  April,  18C4,  is  abro- 
gated in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  French  claims. 


TAe  mimMter  qfjvreign  affairs  to  tht  french  minuter  in  Mexico. 

Paris,  Koeember  14,  1SC5. 

Sir  ;  I  have  laid  before  the  council  of  ministers  the  plan  of  eetllement  which 
you  transmitted  in  your  despatch  of  September  88,  and  it  was  made  the  subject 
of  special  deliberation.  Two  questions  were  raised  and  discussed  in  sncce^sion, 
namely  ;  the  amount  of  onr  indemnity,  and  the  manner  of  payment  requisite. 
When  the  government  of  the  Emperor  decided  upon  accepting  a  settlenient  in 
the  lump  of  French  claims.  Marshal  Baiaine  was  instructed  to  demand  for  that 
object  of  the  Mexican  government  the  remittance  of  fifty  millions  of  fiancs  in 
bonds  of  the  second  Mexican  loan.  These  were  to  be  added  to  the  twelve  mil- 
lions of  bonds  (loan  of  1SG4)  already  in  our  hands,  under  the  terms  of  the 
Miramar  agreement. 

The  sum  required  by  ua  at  this  time  is  about  the  amount  which  the  French 
commission,  appointed  afterwards  by  yourself  to  examine  the  question,  pointed 
out  as  required  to  indemnify  our  countrymen  in  an  equitaWe  manner,  say 
$13,754,366.  The  plan  of  settlement  which  you  have  signed  with  H.  Qitai 
fixes  the  total  amount  of  indemnity  allowed  our  countrymen  at'otily  forty  mil- 
Itona  of  francs,  payable  in  Mexican  bonds  at  par ;  and  in  these  forty  millions 
are  included  the  twelve  millions  already  in  our  hands.  There  is,  then,  a  wido 
difl'crence  between  the  figure  which  you  have  acBepted  and  what  we  considered 
ourselves  justifiable  in  claiming.  After  having,  however,  weighed  carefully  the 
motives  that  have  prompted  you  to  make  this  amount  thti  basia  of  a  settlement, 
the  government  of  the  Kmperor  has  approved  your  determination. 

His  majesty  the  emperor  Maximilian,  having  shown  his  readiness,  on  hi?  side, 
to  agree  to  the  figure  of  lorly  millions  of  francs,  and  your  private  information 
warranting  yon  in  the  belief  that  that  amount  might,  in  die  last  resort,  suffice 
for  the  indemnification  of  onr  countrymen,  it  has  appeared  more  conformable  to 
FreDcb  interests  that  a  solution  should  be  hastened  by  even  abating,  in  some 
measure,  our  legitimate  demands,  rather  than  by  maintaining  tbem,  and  thus  de- 
lay still  longer  the  settlement  for  which  our  citizens  have  waited  so  long. 

In  accepting  the  amount  of  indemnity  set  down  in  your  plan  of  settlement, 
ire  could  not,  however,  agree  to  the  maimer  of  payment  stipulated  therein.  In- 
deed, there  would  be  a  difficulty  for  the  Mexican  government  to  fulfil  the  agree- 
ment in  the  manner  prescribed.  According  to  the  terms  proposed,  the  twenty- 
three  millions  five  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  francs,  which  would  have  to  be 
liquidated  in  order  to  complete  the  forty  millions  of  indemnification,  are  to  be 
remitted  in  bonds  of  the  first  loan,  at  par,  by  the  Mexican  commission  of 
finances  in  Paris, 

Now  the  following  circuraBtancea  render  the  literal  execution  of  this  clauM 
impracticable  at  present;  for  while  the  French  treasury,  making  use  of  the 
privilege  granted  to  it  at  the  time  the  second  loan  was  negotiated,  converted 
the  bonds  that  had  been  delivered  in  pursuance  of  the  Hiromar  tireaty  into  se- 
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rnritiM  similar  to  thosn  tbat  had  been  emitted  in  1S63,  and  nd^Pwnrds  negotiated 
ibem,  the  Mexican  cominission  likewise  took  advantage  of  the  same  occasiou  to 
let  in  like  manner  with  the  bonds  of  the  1S61  loan  that  remained  in  its  bands. 
At  the  present  time,  then,  that  comniissinn  h«B  not  a  single  bond  of  the  first 
Imd  in  iti  possession  to  nse  in  fnldlment  of  the  plan  now  under  eon  si  deration. 
The  Mexican  ^remment  should  already  be  aware  of  this  fnct,  because,  at  the 
ttfiK.  it  was  notified  of  the  transaction.  Hence  a  new  comliination  mnst  be  sub- 
ctilul«d  for  the  one  contemplated  in  the  present  plan  of  settlement.  As  the 
ninTersion  of  bonds  of  the  first  loan  was  optional,  it  is  more  than  prubable 
that  the  five  hundred  thousand  bonds  of  the  second  issue  will  not  be  all  used, 
beeauM  a  number  of  the  holders  of  the  1864  aix-pcr  cents  will  fail  to  take  ad- 
nntage  of  the  privih'ge  granted  them.  Hence  the  minister  of  fina  nces  thinks 
tbst  there  will  remain  a  sufficient  quantity  of  unemployed  bonds  of  the  new 
i!fae  tn  meet  the  engagements  entered  into  bj  the  Mexican  government  in 
this  plan  of  settlement  with  us.  It  is,  consequently,  in  botida  of  this  second 
iwae,  and  not  in  those  of  the  first  loan  (as  prescribed  by  the  terms  of  the  plan) 
that  the  23,560,000  francs  specified  in  article  four  can  be  remitted ;  and,  in  this 
etale  of  the  ease,  I  pray  you  to  reqaest  that  the  necessary  orders  he  forwarded 
to  the  Mexican  commission  of  finances  in  Paris,  so  that  it  may  hand  over  to  us 
so  mnch  of  the  remainder  of  these  new  bonds  aa  may  be  necessary  to  cover  the 
amooDt  above  stated. 
Beceive,  &c. 

DEOUrN  DE  LHUTS. 


The  French  minuter  in  Mexico  to  the  minitter  of  foreign  affair*. 

Mbxico,  December  28,  1865. 

KiCBLLBNCV  ;  The  despatch  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me 
an  the  i4th  of  last  November  came  to  hand  on  the  13ih  instant. 

Ou  the  same  day  I  took  active  measures  to  have  the  agreement,  which  I  signed 
for  ihe  settlement  of  our  claims,  modified  in  what  relates  to  the  kind  of  hooda 
parable  to  our  countrymen.  At  first  I  met  with  lively  opposition.  The  emperor 
and  U.  de  Castillo  maintained  (what  ia  fact)  that  the  settlement  with  bonds  of 
Ibe  second  issue  in  place  of  those  of  the  firdt  would  be  more  onerous  to  the 
Metican  treasury,  as  the  conversion  of  the  first  bonds  into  those  of  the  second 
ii^e  and  the  settlement  of  the  differences  in  premiupi  had  occasioned  pretty 
tonriderable  ontlays.  However,  I  manifested  so  mnch  urgency  that  1  obtained 
my  demand  on  the  following  day.  I  made  them  understand  that  it  was  iieces- 
Buy  to  place  the  Empemr  Napoleon  and  his  government  in  a  position  to 
UDDance  before  tli<-  French  chambers  that  the  matter  of  French  claims  upon 
Ueiico  is  most  decidedly  settled.  In  order  tliat  there  could  be  no  doubt  upon 
tie  ^abject,  and  that  the  concession  which  I  asked  should  have  a  decidedly 
official  character,  I  brought  about  an  exchange  of  notes  with  H.  de  Castillo  upon 
[lit  matter. 

The  clause  in  accordance  with  which  the  sum  of  33,660,000  francs,  in  bonds 
of  the  first  loan  at  par,  were  to  be  delivered  to  oa,  having  become  impracticable 
on  acconnt  of  the  conversion  of  said  first  loan,  it  remains  settled  that  we  are  to 
reteire  that  amonnt  in  snch  bonds  of  the  second  issue  as  remain  unemployed. 

The  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affairs  has  given  instructions  in  this  sense  to 
toe  Mexican  miuieier  at  Paris,  and  the  Mexican  commission  of  finances  there  is 
(o  bind  over  the  bonds  as  soon  as  the  agreement  shall  have  been  ratified. 

I  shall  await  the  instructions  of  your  excellency  to  know  what  changes  ore 
to  be  made  in  the  wording  of  the  agi'eement.     Please  to  accept,  &c> 

DANO. 
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The  Frateh  minuler  in  Mexico  to  the  miniiter  ofjbreign  affairt. 

Mbiico,  January  18,  18C6. 

ExcRLLKNCV  :  You  are  aware  that  I  have  already  obtained  from  the  Mexican 
goverament  the  Btijiulation  iliat  oorcIainiB  shall  be  paid  in  bonds  of  the  second 
series,  second  loan.  The  Mezicaa  legation  at  Paris  bae  received  advices  to  the 
same  effect,  but  tlie  under-^ecretary  of  finances  bad  not  received  the  ordrt  to 
deliver  rhe  bonds  to  us.  According  to  him  thej  are  not  to  bo  delivered  nntil 
&iVer  the  agreement  slial]  have  bten  ofEcinlly  ratilied.  1  have  opposed  thu 
view,  which  is  calculated  to  cause  further  dclaje. 

As  both  goveriiroeutB  are  agreed  regarding  the  alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
plan  i.f  settlement,  it  should  lie  considered  as  morallj'  ralifii'd.  M,  Cesar  beiug 
now  absent,  the  emperor  has  sent  me  fiora  Chapultepec  a  telegram,  in  which  he 
notifies  me  that  M.  Langkis  is  authorized  to  give  the  necessai  y  orders  to  the 
Mexican  commission  of  finances  at  I'uris.  I  Bent  the  telegram  to  our  coua^ellor 
of  slate  on  this  Mexican  mission,  (,M  Langlais,)  but  be,  aa  I  Buppoi^ed  he  would, 
coDsidu^hliuself  uuauthorized  togiveaoy  orders,  seeing  that  he  bears  no  official 
character. 

However,  I  have  asked  him  to  write  to  M.  Fould,  or  to  M-  de  Germiny,  and 
to  annex  the  telegram  to  his  letter,  in  order  to  show  what  were  the  emperor 
tlaximilian's  inCcntionB.  To-mnrrow  I  shall  try  to  get  M.  de  Castillo  to  have 
orders  telegraphed  for  the  formal  delivery  of  the  bonds.      PleaBc  to  accept,  &c. 

DANO. 


The  French  tninttler  in  Mexico  to  the  minitler  i^ foreign  affairs. 

MfiXtco,  Fehrwtry  9,  186C.- 
EscBLLKNCY:  M.  de  Castillo  inform e  me  that  instructiona  are  about  to  be 
forwarded  for  the  delivery  to  you,  by  the  Mexican  commiBBion  of  finances  in 
Paris,  of  4G,120  bonds  of  the  second  series,  second  loan,  representing  the  balance 
of  our  indemnity,  twenty-three  million  live  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  francs. 
The  miniBter  of  foreign  afiairs  requests,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  agreement  of 
September  'il  be  ratified  by  iheKmperor  of  the  French,  so  that  it  may  afterwards 
pass  through  the  same  formality  at  the  hands  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  after 
the  necessary  alterations  shall  have  been  made  in  the  wording  of  certain  articles 
of  said  agreement.     Please  to  accept,  &:c. 

DANO. 


M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuya  to  M.  Dano,  minister  of  France  to  Mexico. 

Paris,  January  14,  1866. 

Sir  :  Tho  sitoation  in  which  we  are  placed  in  oar  relations  with  Mexico  can- 
not be  prolonged.  We  are  compelled  by  circom stances  to  take  a  final  resolu- 
tion, and  of  which  the  Emperor  baa  directed  me  to  acquaint  you. 

At  the  beginning,  our  expedition  had  no  other  object  thau  the  recovery  of 
our  debt,  and  to  obtain  such  reparation  as  was  due  to  our  felliiw-citizens.  If, 
however,  we  have  deemed  it  dcBiiable  to  grant  our  aBsialancH  to  a  nation  which 
was  seeking  a  regular  government,  order  and  welfare  ;  if.  taking  thought  for 
our  legitimate  interests,  we  have  countenanced  a  prince  who  devoted  himself  to 
this  generous  task,  our  efTorts  had  to  be  confined  within  the  precise  limits  which 
the  convention  of  Miramar  attempted  to  determine.  Beciprocal  arrangementB 
laid  down  in  this  act  fixed  tiie  terms  on  which  we  were  allowed  to  uae  the  forces 
of  France  in  consolidating  a  friendly  govcrnmeut.     It  would  be  supeiflaouB 
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lo  in»idt  upon  the  causes  which  make  it  iinpoi<Bible  for  the  conrt  of  Mexico, 
Dol  with  standing  its  intended  uprightneee,  to  fulfil  llinse  condilione  in  ihe  future. 
On  the  one  hand,  our  demand  for  more  credit  proved  fruitiees  [  on  \lie  otlier,  we 
caimot  go  onleide  of  etipulationa  and  take  exclusive  charge  of  the  Mc:(icna 
gon-mment — provide  with  our  army  for  iiB  defenci-,  and  with  our  finances  for  ita 
adigioistrative  scrT-jcc.  I'he  advances  we  have  more  tlmu  once  made  caiinut  be 
lenrwed,  and  the  Emperor  will  aak  no  new  sacrifices  from  France. 

Our  occupation,  therefore,  must  be  brought  lo  an  end,  and  we  must  prepare 
onrwlves  for  that  result  without  dela}'.  The  Empeior,  sir,  commieieiimrt  you  to 
agr^e  upon  it  with  his  august  ally  ae  soon  ae  a  diBcussion,  in  which  Miirahal 
fiiiiaiBe  will  naturally  he  called  lo  participate,  »hall  have  determined  how  to  se- 
ean',  as  tnncb  as  possible,  the  interceie  of  the  Mexican  government,  the  safely 
of  our  debt,  aud  the  claims  uf  our  fellow-citizens.  The  desire  of  his  Mxjesty 
is  that  the  eVBcuaiion  should  begin  during  the  coming  fall. 

Have  the  kiudnet^e,  sir,  to  communicate  this  despatch  to  his  excellency  the 
minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  lo  let  him  have  a  copy  of  it.  I  have  conimis- 
BooeJ  M.  le  Baron  t'aillard  to  add  verbally  all  necessary  explanation,  and  to 
briug  me  back  speedily  yuur  answer.  You  will  let  me  know  the  final  atrange- 
DKnts  you  conclude  npuo. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


M.  Drouy*  de  Lhuya  to  M.  Dano,  mini$ter  of  France  to  Mexico. 

Par19.  January  Ifi,  1866. 

Sib  :  I  think  it  neceaeaiy  to  add  some  explanations  upon  the  subject  to  which 
my  drspateh  of  yesterday  refers. 

The  settlement  of  our  claims  resulting  from  the  convention  yon  signed  in 
Meiico.  on  the  27th  of  September,  18ii5,  and  which  has  received  the  approval 
of  bis  Klajesty,  secures  to  our  fellow-cilizena  aatisfaction  for  the  damag^B  they 
hive  sustained.  No  doubt  this  convention  will  be  faithfully  execnted  ;  tlms 
will  ihe  moat  essential  object  of  our  expedition  be  obtained,  and  redress  will  be 
secured  for  the  grievances  which  have  compelled  us  to  take  up  arms. 

1  need  not  recall  the  eonsideratinna  by  which  we  were  induced,  nor  indeed  to 
We  fight  of  tbc  object  of  our  expedition,  but  to  avail  onreelves  of  it  to  offer 
to  Jlexico  the  benefits  of  a  political  regeneration.  This  idea,  the  legitimacy  and 
disin  teres  ted  ness  of  which  we  reassert,  has  determined  the  support  we  have 
lent  to  the  conra^'eous  undertaking  of  emperor  Maximilian.  l)ecided  as  we 
were  to  countenance  his  efforts,  we  had,  however,  to  adjust  the  condiiions  of 
onr  co-operation  to  the  measure  of  the  French  intereate,  which  were,  after  all, 
our  first  consideration. 

The  desire  of  our  far-sighted  Emperor  has  been  to  defend  his  government 
agaiust  the  allurements  of  a  generous  idea,  by  defining  the  nattire  end  by  limit- 
ing beforehand  the  extent  of  the  aid  we  were  allowed  to  beatow.  We  have,  at 
the  Mime  time,  been  obliged  to  stipulate  for  the  equivalent  which  we  were  to 
Kceive,  and  to  fix  the  quota  and  the  payment  of  the  sudib  destined  to  defray 
our  expenses.  Such  was  the  object  of  the  convention  of  Miramar,  which  was 
to  remain  the  rule  of  our  reciprocal  duties  and  rights. 

It  would  be  unintereating  to  revert  to  the  circumstances  which  prevented  the 
Seiican  government  from  fulfilUog  the  obligations  it  had  assumed  by  this  act, 
and  which  threaten  to  lay  upon  our  shoulders,  without  any  of  the  promised  eom- 
pen«ati(>nii,  the  charge  of  the  new  empire.  I  need  not  refer  to  the  copious  obser- 
vaiiona  to  be  found  on  tbia  subject  in  my  correspondence  wilh  the  legation  of 
lh«  Emperor,  aor  seek  for  tbc  cnuaea  of  a  situation  which  I  feel  called  upon  to 
tiplain.  The  contract  by  which  we  were  hound  to  the  Mexican  government 
having  been  broken,  we  ate  released  from  the  obligations  we  had  aaaumed,      i  , 
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ITevertbeleee,  sir,  ve  might  not  bave  taken  advantage  of  the  failare  of  the 
Mexican  gnveTOOient  in  fulfilling  the  conditioDB  of  the  treaty  of  Miramar  to  de- 
clare ourselves  diecbaiged  from  our  obligations,  if  ve  had  not  been  driven  toil. 
The  Mexican  goTeroment  is  unable  to  t\imieh  the  financial  resonrces  indi^perc 
Bable  to  the  ke-ping  up  our  militarj  establishment,  and  we  have  even  been  af-kei 
to  take  charge  of  most  of  the  expenees  of  its  home  administration.  These  diffi- 
culties are  not  new,  and  we  have  repeatedly  attempted  to  provide  for  tbeni  by 
facilitating  loans  vliicb  hare  put  at  the  disposal  of  Mexico  considerable  amoaots 
of  money.  But  now  every  attempt  to  borrow  h«B  been  fonnd  fruitless.  What, 
then,  have  we  to  do  in  presence  of  the  asceatained  deficiency  of  the  Mexican  ex- 
chequer and  of  the  charges  its  penurious  circumstances  have  laid  upon  us  7  Our 
budget  does  not  give  as  the  means  of  supplying  this  deficit.  Mexico  being  un- 
able to  pay  for  the  troops  we  are  keeping  upon  its  territory,  it  would  he  impoe- 
aible  for  us^to  maintain  tliem  there.     As  to  asking  from  our  country  new  eap- 

flies  to  this' end,  I  have  already  expldned  toyou  onr  views  on  that  subject.    As 
told  you,  public  npininn  has  pronounced  with  an  anthority  from  whicb  there 
is  no  appeal  that  the  limit  of  the  sacrifices  has  been  reached. 

France  would  refuse  to  add  anything  to  tliem,  and  the  Emperor  will  not  asklier. 
Far  be  it  from  me  to  doubt  the  efforts  made  by  the  emperor  Maximilian  and  liy 
his  government.  The  emperor  has  resolutely  approached  the  difficulties  inhe- 
rent in  all  new  establishments,  difficulties  which  the  condition  of  Mexico  ren- 
dered perhnps  still  more  arduous.  His  energy  has  been  felt  everywhere,  and  if 
he  has  not  been  allowed  to  reorganize  the  country  as  hs  wished,  and  as  fiisl  m 
he  intended,  nevertheless  the  results  actually  achieved  indicate  the  activity  and 
zeal  he  has  shown.  In  the  provinces  as  well  as  in  the  capital,  wherever  the 
emperor  and  the  empress,  the  conrageons  atfsociate  of  her  august  husband,  have 
been  enabled  to  make  themselves  known  personally,  the  reception  of  the  people 
testifies  to  the  confidence  they  feel  and  the  hopes  they  build  upon  the  strength- 
ening  of  the  empire.  The  emperor  himself  has  proclaimed  that  civil  war  is  at 
an  end,  if  resistance  to  his  authority  could  deserve  such  a  name. 

This  condition  of  affaire,  encouraging  in  so  many  respects,  leads  me  to  ask  if 
the  welt-nndcrstood  interests  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  do  not  agree  with  the 
necessities  of  our  own  position  7  Among  all  the  reproacliee  put  forward  by  the 
liberals  in  the  interior  and  by  adversaries  outside,  tbcmost  dangerous,  doubtless, 
is  the  charge  that  the  newly  established  government  is  sustained  by  foreign 
forces.  The  votes  of  the  Mexicans  have  undoubtedly  answered  this  imputoiion ; 
it  still  exists,  however,  and  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  useful  it  would  be  for 
tlie  empire  to  deprive  its  adversaries  of  this  argoment. 

At  a  time  when  these  various  considerations  constrain  us  to  look  upon  the 
approaching  end  of  our  military  occupation,  the  government  of  tbe  emperor, 
in  its  solicitude  for  the  glorious  work  he  has  begun,  had  to  take  into  account 
the  financial  situation  of  Mexico.  This  situation  is  grave,  but  not  desperate. 
The  Mexican  empire  can,  if  energetic  and  courageoos,  firm  and  consistent,  tri- 
umph over  difficulties  in  its  way  ;  but  success  depeuds  on  these  conditions. 
This  is  tbe  conviction  we  have  derived  from  an  attentive  and  conscientious  ex- 
amination of  its  obligations  and  resources.  You  will  endeavor  to  moke  them 
imdentood  by  the  emperor  Maximilian  and  by  his  government. 

DEOUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lkuy*  to  the  minitter  vf  FroMce  in  ifneiea. 

Pakis,  Fehrjtaty  16.  I8t>6. 
Sir  :  At  the  date  of  this  despatch  H.  Saillard  must  have  arrived  in  Mexico- 
The  instructions  of  tbe  government  of  the  Emperor  are  therefore  known  to  yon- 
Hia  Uajeflly  himself  has  taken  care,  in  hifl  opening  speech  to  tlie  legulatorcr  to 
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infonn  the  preat  bodies  of  the  state  of  his  resolution.  To-day  I  hnvebntto  re- 
iiraaie  thn  genera]  directions  contained  in  my  com  muni  cation  k  of  the  14lh  and 
15lh  of  January,  and  to  ask  you  to  settle  without  delay  with  the  Mexican  gov- 
emmeiit  the  conditions  necessary  to  accnniplish  the  viewa  of  the  Emperor. 

The  detfire  of  his  Majesty,  you  know,  ie  to  begin  the  evacuation  of  Mexico 
next  full,  and  lo  brin^  it  to  an  end  as  soon  oa  poeeible.  You  will  have  to  see 
Uirshal  Bszaine,  so  as  to  agree  upon  the  encceseive  tenns  of  the  evacoatioa  with 
the  emptrnr  Maximilian. 

I  unaot  develop  liere  the  various  considerations  which  moat  be  kept  in  mind 
in  the  direction  of  this  operation.  Those  which  are  purely  military  and  tech- 
nical in  their  nature  belong-  to  the  commander-iu-chief ;  the  others,  more  politi- 
cal in  their  character,  are  submitted  to  your  judgment,  enlightened  by  your  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  circumstances  and  of  the  necessities  they  impose. 

It  is  equally  important,  sir,  to  make  Up  a  statement  of  the  financial  sitDatiOD, 
ud  10  6x  on  the  gaaiantees  required  for  the  security  of  our  debt.  The  pro- 
TtsioDS  of  the  treaty  of  Miramor  not  having  been  realized,  it  is  necessary  to 
ivert  to  other  combinations  to  secure  the  reimbursement  of  our  advances,  and 
It  tlie  same  lime  provide,  in  the  interest  of  the  Mexican  credit,  for  the  regular 
arnsK  of  the  debt  of  1864  and  186a.  Mr.  Langlais  wilt  receive,  by  thi«  mail, 
from  [he  minister  of  finances,  detailed  ii.structions,  which  he  will  communicate 
to  yon.     You  will  have  to  consult  with  him  so  as  to  secure  their  execution. 

The  goTemment  of  the  Emperor  thinks  that  the  simplest  and  least  onerous 
STTiDgfment  for  the  Mexican  government  would  be  to  place  in  our  bands  the 
en»tom-housee  of  Vera  Cruz  and  Tampico,  or  any  others  which  may  be  deemed 
more  convenient.  Half  the  receipts  would  be  assigned  to  us  and  applied,  a  por- 
lion  to  the  payment  of  the  three  per  cent,  intei'est  of  our  debt,  estimated  at 
SS30.00O,O6O,  the  other  as  a  parUal  guarantee  of  the  interest  due  to  the  holders 
of  the  loan  of  1864  and  1865,  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  under  our  administrative 
ure,  these  cnstom-houses  will  still  furnish,  in  addition  to  the  deduction  agreed 
lo,  an  important  revenue.  Yon  will  have  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
*ilh  the  Mexican  cabinet  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  receipts  of  these  eua- 
tom-honses. 

These  points  once  settled,  and  the  French  interests  secured,  the  government 
of  ifae  Emperor  will  nevertheless  continue  to  testify  all  those  sympathies  with 
which  the  sovereign  of  Mexico,  and  the  generous  task  to  which  he  has  devoted 
himself,  inspire  his  Majesty.  Be  pleased,  sir,  to  give,  in  the  name  of  his  Ma- 
jeeij,  this  assurance  to  the  emperor  Maximilian. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUY8. 


M.  Dano,  minister  of  France  to  Mexico,  to  the  tninitter  of  foreign  affairi  in 
Mexico. 

CiTV  OP  Mbxico,  Mareli  9,  1866. 

MoNsiBL'R  LB  MiNisTKB :  I  havo  received  the  despatches  your  excellency  baa 
^vored  me  with  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  January. 

I  have  to  inlorm  yon  that  the  well-settled  intention  of  the  Emperor  is  to  begia 
the  evacuation  towards  fall.  I  am  at  the  service  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  in 
order  to  f  x  this  term  definitely,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  I  have  re- 
cdved.  Meanwhile  Marshal  Bazaine  is  engaged  in  measures  calculated  to  secure, 
u  far  as  possible,  all  unsettled  interests. 

Your  excellency  is  already  acquainted  with  the  iutention  of  the  coromander- 
in-chief  of  the  army.  The  evacuation,  which  is  to  begin  in  the  month  of  Ni>- 
^emher  next,  will  end  during  (he  fall  of  1R67,  that  is  to  say,  will  be  completely 
utompliehed  in  eighteen  monUis. 
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[Nenspapei  commeDlA. — From  L'EstafettG,  of  Mexico  city.] 
FRENCH   CLAIHH. 

The  pnblicatioii  of  the  diplomatic  documents  relatiag  to  the  coDventmn  of 
Septt-mtJer  37  baa  stirred  up  our  whole  French  population.  We  arc  unwilling 
to  pass  a  ha»ty  judgment  upon  a  matter  of  so  much  weight ;  nod,  for  this  rLM»)ii, 
we  will  ec<-k  fur  enlightenment  from  parties  better  versed  than  ourselvea  ia 
financial  afTiiira  before  we  atifmpt  to  treat  a  subject  that  intercBt^  so  krge  a 
DUmtier  of  onr  fetlow-countrymen.  At  prci>cnt,  we  can  do  do  more  than  prcscul 
to  our  readers  some  general  considerations. 

We  have  been.askiid,  "  Dues  tbis  couvention  cover  all  claims  ;  and  is  the  sum 
of  fatty  millione  of  franca,  set  apart  in  a  lump  for  claimants,  intended  to  s^tiafy 
all  the  legitimate  claims  ennctinned  by  the  commission  t"  To  this  we  answer 
nnhcsitatiiigiy  and  upon  official  autboiily  that  this  sum  of  forty  millions  is  to 
cover  merely  claims  autfirior  to  September  27,  18G5  As  to  those  which  have 
been  pi-c>iented  since  or  may  yet  be  handed  in  a  new  settlement  is  to  be  made. 

The  question  which  gives  most  concern,  however,  is  to  know  wbeUier  the 
present  settlement  can  seriously  be  regarded  aa  an  acceptable  one,  when  it 
tringe  no  other  security  than  bonds  that  are  becoming  discredited.  These 
bonds  of  the  second  loan  were  issued  at  three  hundred  and  forty  francs ;  they 
are  to-day  qnoted  at  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine;  in  six  months  they  will  fall 
to  one  hundred,  and  later  to  finy.  If  it  comes  to  this  the  twenty-three  millions 
spoken  of  in  these  official  documents  will  be  a  payment  made  in  derision — a 
financial  pnff  of  smoke.  It  would  be,  in  the  end,  equivalent  to  about  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  on  the  stipulated  amount.  Hence  we  may  cast  all  anxiety 
aside,  for  such  a  result  is  simply  impossible.  The  second  Mexican  loan  has 
been  virtually  guaranteed  by  the  French  government ;  for  it  was  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  minister  of  finances  and  of  tlie  general  and  local  revenue  offi- 
cers of  the  empire  that  six  thousand  families,  composed  of  mechanics,  workmen, 
and  farmers,  invested  their  savings  in  these  bonds  thus  officially  patronized. 
We  may  then  rest  assured  that  the  French  government  remains  responsible  for 
tlie  payment  of  this  loan,  and  we  know  from  good  anliiority  that,  for  from 
shirking  the  responsibility,  il  is  considering  the  expediency  of  converting  the 
lottery  loan  into  French  three  per  cents.,  and  th^it  the  conversion  will  be  made 
before  six  months.  From  this  point  of  view  the  settlement  would  present  a  se- 
rious aspect,  and  would  be  satisfactory.  Some  further  light,  however,  should  be 
thrown  upon  this  point. 

Many  of  our  fellow  countrymen  have  been  considering  tbe  expediency  of 
calling  a  meeting  of  claimanta  to  take  tbe  matter  calmly  into  considenition. 
We  shall  announce  the  day,  tlie  hour,  and  place  of  the  meeting  when  we  shall 
have  learned  them. 


T^e  miniiter  ofjbreign  affair*  to  the  minuter  of  France  in  Mexiro. 

Paris,  Augi/st  14,  1S65. 
Sir  :  Your  despatches  up  to  tbe  lOtb  of  July  have  been  received.     My  at- 
tention was  particularly  directed  to  what  you  said  in  regard  to  our  claims. 
You  were  right  in  thinking  that  we  might  diverge  from  our  emergencies  to  de- 
termine the  fate  of  our  citizens  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  therefore  consider  the  general  arrangement  yon  propose  to  the  government 
of  Maximilian  would  be  beneficial  to  onr  citizens,  aud  consequently  acceptable 
to  ns.  I  accordingly  invite  you  to  insist  upira  the  reception  of  your  arrange- 
meut  by  the  Mexicau  government. 

DROUYN  BE  LHUYS. 
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I^e  French  minuter  in  Mexico  to  the  miHUter  of/orrign  affairs. 

Mbxioo,  September  2S,  1865. 
Sir  ;  Yniir  despatch  of  tbe  14th  of  An(>ast  has  been  received. 
As  yoH  aiiprovfi  of  my  plan  to  cetilfi  llio  French  cUiina  which  wss  mn'lc  to 
(be  pivi>rnmf' lit  of  the  emperor  Maiimilian,  I  will  reaitme  the  important  nego- 
tiatinri  with  renewed  activity. 

I  am  plensed  to  inform  yon  that  my  efforts  have  not  been  vain,  and  tlmt  I 
gignpii  a  convention  yeaterday,  the  2J,  which  will  Batisfy  all  parties  interested, 
nniesa  I  am  very  much  mietaken. 

DANO. 


Tbe  modificatinna  of  the  convention  of  the  27th  of  September,  I8G5,  having 
delayed  its  ratification,  we  will  merely  Bet  down  tbe  piiiicipal  dispotfiiiens  of 
that  diplomatic  act. 

Tlie  sum  total  of  indemniiy  due  to  France  for  wrongs  to  ita  citizi'ns  in  prop- 
erty or  [K-rson  by  the  Mexican  govenimeate  or  their  agenta  is  fixed  at  forty 
millicinR  of  frxnc^. 

Tliat  soin  :'ball  be  paid. by  drafts  on  the  revenue  at  par,  and  the  French  gov- 
emmciit  slinll  portion  it  among  ita  citizens  as  it  may  think  proper. 

Tlie  Frf-nch  government  baa  on  deposit  already  a  Bum  of  twelve  millions  of 
fiinc<>,  ou  account,  in  bonds  of  the  liret  Pitris  loan,  isaiied  at  six  per  cpiit.,  rcpro- 
seniing  a  eum  of  aixteen  million  one  hundred  and  forty  thnnaand  francs.  The 
remaining  twenty-three  million  five  hundred  and  Bixty  thousand  francs  shall  be 
deiiTenil  in  bitidsof  thesame  kind  at  par  by  tbe  Mexican  committee  of  finance 
fsiabiisbed  in  Pari  a. 

After  thf  forty  millions  of  francs  shall  have  been  paid,  the  MeX'Can  govern- 
ment shall  be  considered  as  free  from  all  responsibility  to  the  French  for  clnime 
till  nnw,  and  the  French  government  agrees  not  to  interfere  in  any  to  be  made 

Id  consequence  of  the  execution  of  this  convention,  article  12  of  the  Miramar 
conveiitioii.  made  on  the  lOtb  of  April,  1SC4,  is  repealed,  as  faraa  French  cUims 

»re  concerned. 


The  minitCer  of  foreign  affairi  to  the  French  mi»i»ter  in  Mexico. 

Paris,  Koi-ember  14,  1865. 

SiB:  I  have  reported  your  plnn  for  a  convenlinn  to  settle  French  ctaima, 
which  was  spnt  with  your  despatch  of  the  28th  of  September,  to  the  council  of 
minieters  for  pirticular  conBideration.  The  two  important  parta — the  amount 
of  indemnity  Hiid  the  mode  of  payment — have  been  separately  di-bated. 

When  the  government  of  the  Emperor  decided  upon  a  consul  id  uti  on  of  citi- 
v-ni'  claims,  .Marshal  Bazaine  was  instructed  to  demand  the  iium  of  fifty  mil- 
linn*  of  francs  from  Jtexico  of  tbe  second  loan,  to  be  added  to  the  twelve  millions 
of  1864.  already  in  our  hands,  in  accordance  with  the  convention  of  Miramar. 

What  we  now  ask  IB  about  the  same  sum,  fixed  by  the  commisfioners  as  suf- 
ficient to  liquidate  the  claims  of  our  citizunn,  namely,  812,754,366.  Your  con- 
vention with  Mr.  Ctiaar  makes  ihefumnf  the  claims  only  forty  millims  of  fninca, 
iiiclurling  the  twelve  millione  already  in  onr  band*.  That  makes  a  coiisidi-rable 
difference  between  the  anm  you  accept  and  what  we  think  we  have  a  right  to 
tlaim;  bnt,  after  due  consideration,  the  government  of  the  Emperor  approves 
jonr  resolution. 

As  bia  majesty,  the  emperor  Maximilian,  seeraa  diaposcd  to  accept  the  forty 
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milliona,  and  yon  t'uink  it  enfficknt  indemnity  for  our  citizens,  and  as  it  is  cer- 
tainly lo  their  interests  to  settle  the  business,  even  if  we  have  to  abate  our  de- 
mands, it  is  agreed  to  accept  those  proposals ;  but,  in  accepting  the  amount,  we 
do  not  accept  the  mode  of  payment  proposed. 

In  fact,  the  M  exican  goverument  cannot  pay  according  to  the  demands  of  the 
convention.  By  the  terms  of  that  docnmeut  the  23,560,000  francs  remainder, 
with  the  twelve  millions  already  in  our  bands,  were  to  bave  been  paid  to  us  in 
titles  of  the  first  loan,  at  par,  by  the  Mexican  finance  committee  in  Paris  Xow, 
the  following  circumstances  make  the  execution  of  that  clause  imposaihie  at  the 
present  time, 

While  the  French  treasury  was  changing  tbe  titles  of  the  first  loan  into  obliga* 
tions  similar  to  those  issued  in  1865,  tbe  committee  of  Mexican  finance  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  same  opportunity  to  dispose  of  the  remaining  titles  of  1864.  So 
now  the  committee  has  no  more  of  those  titles  in  its  possession  to  fill  tbe  reqai- 
sitions  of  tbe  convention.  The  Mexican  government  ought  to  consider  this,  as 
notice  has  a'ready  been  given  of  it.  A  new  combination  must,  therefore,  be 
substituted. 

As  the  plan  of  conversion  of  the  titles  of  the  first  loan  is  feasible,  it  is  more 
than- probable  that  the  five  hundred  obligations  of  the  second  series  will  not  all 
have  been  disposed  of,  since  a  certain  number  of  the  holders  uf  the  '64  aix-per- 
cents  will  not  use  the  power  granted  to  them. 

The  minister  of  finance  thinks  there  will  remain  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  the  new 
ohiigalioua  to  pay  our  claims  against  Mexico.  Tbe  23,560,000  francs,  mfn- 
tioned  in  article  4,  ma^,  therefore,  be  paid  in  obligations  of  the  second  series, 
and  I  beg  yon  to  ask  that  these  obligatious  be  seut  to  tbe  Mexican  finance  com- 
mittee in  Paris  to  pay  tbe  above  amount  epecified. 

DROUYN  DE  LHUYS. 


Thi  French  minitter  in  Mexico  to  the  minitler  of  foreign  affairi. 

Sir  :  Tour  despatch  of  tbe  I4th  of  November  last  reached  me  on  thn  13th  in- 
stant. I  immediately  set  about  tbe  modification  of  the  convention  in  regard  to 
titles  for  our  citizens.  At  first  I  met  with  strong  opposition.  Tbe  emperor  and 
Mr.  Castillo  asserted  that  the  remission  of  obligations  similar  to  those  of  tbe 
second  loan,  instead  of  ibe  first,  would  be  more  onerous  to  the  Mexican  treasury, 
as  the  expenses  of  negotiation  were  greater.  But  I  was  so  urgent  I  succeeded 
the  next  Aaj.  I  convinced  tbem  of  the  necessity  of  putting  the  Emperor  Napo- 
leon and  his  government  in  a  condition  to  say  to  the  French  chambers  that  the 
terms  of  the  claims  had  been  arranged. 

To  place  it  beyond  doubt,  and  to  give  an  official  character  to  the  afiair,  I 
exchanged  notes  with  Jlr.  Castillo  on  the  subject. 

The  clause  by  which  23,660,000  francs  in  titles  of  the  firat  loan  were  to 
have  been  paid  having  been  shown  to  be  impossible,  it  waa  agreed  to  rcceivi;  it 
in  obligations  of  the  second  series,  unappropriated. 

The  minister  of  affciira  has  instructed  the  Mexican  miniBter  in  Paris  in  the 
particular,  and  the  Mexican  committee  will  remit  the  obligations  as  soon  ad  the 
convention  is  ratified. 

I  will  wait  for  your  excellency  to  inform  me  what  changes  are  to  be  made  in 
the  convention. 

DANO. 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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The  French  minUter  in  Mexico  lo  the  minuter  of  foreisn  affain. 

Mexico,  January  18,  186C. 
Sib  :  Your  excellency  already  koows  tliat  I  have  iadaced  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment to  pay  ns  iu  obligations  of  the  second  series  of  the  last  loan.  The 
Mexican  legatinn  ia  Paris  has  been  notifieil  of  it ;  but  the  nndei -secretary  of 
FUtF  for  finance  haa  not  yet  issned  the  order  for  the  titles,  which  he  says  can- 
not be  doae  till  the  coDvention  ia  officially  ratified.  I  opposed  the  idea,  as  it 
would  cause  a  greater  delay. 

The  tiro  govemmenta  having  agreed  upon  the  modifications  necessary  iu  the 
coQveotion,  it  oaght  to  be  considered  aa  morally  ratified.  Mr.  Ciisar  being 
absent,  the  emperor  eende  me  a  telegram  from  Chapultepec,  informing  me  that 
Xr.  I^nglais  is  empowered  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the  Mexican  finance 
oommict^  I  sent  the  telegram  to  the  state  counsellor,  who  says  he  is  not  au- 
(borized  to  order  anytliing,  aa  he  haa  no  official  character. 

1  ihen  reqaesied  him  to  write  to  Mr,  Fould  or  Mr.  Germiny,  enclosing  the 
teletrram  coDtaining  the  emperor's  intentions.  To-morrow  I  will  try  tj  send 
the  fortoal  order  to  remit  the  titles,  by  telegraph,  through  Mr.  Castillo. 

DANO. 


Tkt  mtMitter  of  France  in  Mexico  to  the  miniiter  of  foreign  affair*. 

Mexico,  February  9,  1866. 
Sib  :  Mr.  Castillo  informs  me  thnt  the  Mexican  finance  committee  in  Paris 
w31  be  in^tmcted  to  deliver  46,120  obligations  of  the  second  series,  representing 
the  23,560.000  francs,  to  pay  our  indemnities,  iuto  our  hands. 

Thp  miuister  of  foreign  afiaira  exacts  of  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  con- 
veotioD  of  the  S7th  of  September  be  ratified  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  to 
be  lAerwards  subjected  b>  tbe  same  formality  by  the  emperor  Maximilian,  as 
toon  as  the  proper  modifications  have  been  made  in  it. 

DANO. 


[FiOQ]  tbe  Uonilsur  Univeml,  the  official  paper  of  tbo  French  Empire,  No.  1^  pa^  746. — 
PBTis,  June  14,1866.] 
LEGISLATIVE  BODY. 
Se»»ion  of  Wednesday,  June  13,  1866. 

His  excellency  Count  Walewski  presiding. 

Tlie  Pbbsidb.nt.  Mr.  Jules  Favre  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Favkb.  The  recent  distribution  in  tbe  chamber  of  documents  explaining 
mir  situation  in  Mexico,  compels  us  to  examine  the  conduct  of  the  government 
in  the  affair,  and  the  rcsolutiims  it  propni^cs  ti>  adopt. 

This  obligation  is  the  more  urgent,  as  the  present  disturbances  in  Europe  may 
injnrp  our  honor,  onr  safety,  or  our  repose.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  to  deter- 
mioe  what  is  to  be  done  in  an  expedition  that  might  embarrass  us  seriously,  ia 
cue  of  European  conflicts. 

For  mjself,  I  will  not  go  into  a  miuute  examination  of  all  the  difficulties  of 
iIk  expedition.  I  have  given  my  opinion  often  bvfore,  and  it  hns  not  ciianged 
litel]'.  The  time  has  not  yet  arrivid  when  we  can  speak  the  whole  truth.  Aa 
long  as  oar  troops  are  engaged  in  Mexico  we  must  suspend  judgment.  But 
vhu  seems  to  me  most  propor  at  present,  ia  to  find  out  vhat  has  been  dou 
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since  we  met  last,  and  what  remains  to  be  done.  The  government  plan,  thongb 
much  lik'^  what  we  have  always  advised,  cannot  receive  uur  complete  approba- 
tion, and  for  very  many  reaeone. 

The  declaralioDB  of  the  government,  which  ym  once  applauded,  were  full  of 
promiBei",  and  yoii  opposed  everything  lliat  did  not  accord  with  ihem.  accusing 
tlioee  wlio  dared  to  contest  them  as  narrow-minded  peseimirttfl,  incapable  of  com- 
prehending gcnerouB  conceptions  and  vast  dpsignP.  Ala?,  genilemen,  the  reality 
dtscoverni  by  ihe  government  has  destroyed  those  sad  fictions. 

1  promised  to  be  moderate,  and  I  will  Itcep  ray  word.  On  looking  over  ihe 
documeniH  circulated  among  you,  I  reject  the  first.  The  beat  way  to  trcitt  that 
is  to  keep  ailence.  Yet.  g'-tillcmcn,  the  government  ie  obliged  to  accept  that 
document,  and  to  confess  that  wu  are  compelled  lo  give  up  Mexico.  But  a  dif- 
ferent light  is  thrown  npon  the  condition  of  afFaira  in  that  country. 

You  rememlier.  from  the  beginning,  it  haa  always  been  predicted  that  the  ei- 

f  edition  would  be  auccesxful;  but,  in  obtaining  the  approbation  of  the  chamber, 
regn-t  ihnt  the  truth  was  nut  revealed.     [Jlurmurs  by  the  majority.] 

1  will  not  go  into  a  minute  esamiiiaiion,  as  I  aaid.  You  remember  the  min- 
ister of  atate's  declarations  upon  the  relations  of  France  and  Miisimiliau,  when 
a  convention  un'ted  them.  You  remember  the  weekly  bulletins  announcing  tbe 
CDtbui'in^m  in  Mexico  for  the  new  eovereign,  and  of  the  dispersioa  of  all  bands 
opposed  to  the  new  rnle.  These  points  will  be  discusaed  hereafter ;  I  now  con- 
fine niyeelf  to  more  recent  occurrences. 

Laet  yenr,  when  we  daied  to  express  our  want  of  confidence,  we  were  told 
that  the  policy  we  were  attacking  was  beyond  our  comprehension.  It  would 
bring  gl'iry  to  France  and  her  sovereign ;  and  the  minister  of  state  concluded 
iu  these  words  on  the  27ih  January,  IS64  ; 

"  And  now  let  me  give  you  my  entire  mind.  Passion  will  die,  questions  of 
gain  will  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  public  prooperity,  and  truth  will  slialie  off  her 
shackled  fur  the  good  of  posterity.  If  you  then  look  t)ack  upon  our  old  deWtes 
and  squabbles,  you  will  exclaim,  That  wae  a  man  of  geniu!*,  who  had  the  cour- 
age to  ii]jen  new  sourcea  of  prosperity  to  the  nation,  of  which  he  was  the  chief, 
iu  spite  of  resiiitance,  obstaclea,  and  didtru^ts.  He  was  the  apostle  of  a  imld 
policy,  far-seeing  and  wise,  whose  views  were  not  limited  to  the  present  genera- 
tion, who  noderstood  the  present  and  the  future,  who  knew  that  the  balance  of 
piiwer  in  Europe  was  not.as  it  used  to  be, on  the  Alps  and  Pyrenees,  ou  the  Vis- 
tula or  the  Black  sea."  "  But  let  it  embrace  the  world,  and  if  these  great  iu- 
tere^ls  concern  France,  let  her  protect  them  by  her  flag.  Yea,  this  will  be  a 
glorious  page,  and  the  historian  who  traces  it  will  say  to  the  assembled  n;ilion, 
as  the  sovereign  has  done  :  Distant  expeditions,  begun  to  revenge  our  hmior, 
have  ended  in  triumph."  Such,  gentlemen,  is  the  history  wiitteu  by  the  lirm  and 
hardy  hand  of  thi;  minislcr  of  state. 

By  the  side  of  this  document  we  have  another  of  no-lesa  importance.  At  the 
beginning  of  our  labors,  the  Emperor  spoke  of  Mexico  aa  follows :  "  The  w.w 
vbrone  in  Mexico  is  gaining  strength;  peace  is  extending;  the  immense  rei'ources 
are  being  developed;  thai.ks  to  uur  soldiers,  to  the  good  sense  of  the  Mi-xican 
population,  and  to  the  intelligence  and  energy  of  its  sovereign."  Aiul  tlu'^t 
words  w<ue  consecrated  by  some  lines  on  the  situation  of  the  empire  :  "  The 
results  of  our  Mexican  expedition  in  18G2  and  18G3  have  been  cimsecr.tt'-il  in 
1864  Under  the  shadow  of  the  French  Hag,  a  regular  government  has  l>i'cn 
established  in  a  country  where  anarchy  aud  domestic  quarrels  have  raged  for 
half  a  centnry.  The  emperor  Maximilian  ascended  the  throne  in  the  beginniag 
of  June,  and,  supported  by  our  army,  he  is  preparing  an  era  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity for  his  new  country." 

'ihis  flattering  panegyric  was  disturbed  by  the  voice  of  a  warrior,  who  l''d 
our  victorious  legions  iuto  Mexico.  Iu  the  debate  on  the  address,  on  the  ll(i> 
of  Much,  1865,  he  aaid  m  the  senate  : 
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"  Unfbrtnnately  everjrthiug  is  to  be  done  over  agaia  in  Mexico.  Moral  feel- 
ing is  entirelj  depraved  ;  there  is  no  rale,  do  juetice,  no  army,  no  spirit  of  na- 
ticiiiiility,  no  nothiag."  And  the  honorable  marahol  continuee :  "  But  it  is  not  the 
natioD's  fanlt — the  nation  ia  kind,  generous,  prond,  noble,  and,  as  it  is  formed 
of  CuEilian  blood,  I  do  not  despair  of  it." 

These  are  attenuating  circumstances  to  Mexico.  The  honorable  gentleman 
had  a  patriotic  indulgence  for  a  country  which  he  severely  condemned  by  say- 
ing it  lacked  moral  feeling,  justice,  &;c..  Sea.,  and  out  of  nothing  something  could 
be  made. 

Sach  was  the  state  of  afiaira  in  1865.  Tet  at  that  time  then  was  trouble 
■boDt  the  finances. 

Though  the  people  seemed  willing  to  enetain  the  new  throne,  the  enthusiasm 
was  very  expensive;  150  millions  were  spent  in  1S64  and  1S6S,  and  S50  mil- 
Itons  more  were  demanded.  Yon  have  not  forgotten  the  loan  nudertakea  by 
the  government.  We  called  the  attention  of  the  chamber  to  its  significance  at 
that  time. 

Aside  from  all  political  prejudice  and  high  considerations,  we  ask  ourselves. 
Is  il  possible  that  a  loan  of  such  oneroue  conditions  can  succeed  }  It  is  to  be 
taisea  by  lottery  !  The  confidence  of  moneyed  men  is  to  be  seduced  by  vulgar 
tricks.  And  such  things  are  tolerated  I  You  don't  see  the  danger.  Mexico  is 
ffilliog  to  borrow  at  such  a  high  rate  because  she  knows  the  debt  cannot  be 
paid! 

One  of  my  honorable  colleagues,  who  had  loyally  discharged  the  duties  of  a 
private  mission,  who  knew  Mexico  and  had  a  right  to  speak  of  it,  made  a  soft- 
ening speech  to  this  chamber  not  long  ago.  His  di  course  removed  all  trouble, 
sad  seemed  to  condemn  all  those  who  doubted  the  success  of  the  new  rule  in 
Uexico.    That  speech  helped  the  new  loan. 

That  happened  in  April,  1865,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  year  we  continued  to 
a^k  for  official  information  on  Mexican  affairs,  and  none  came.  The  Moniteur 
only  gave  reports  of  this  kind,  after  the  arrival  of  each  mail : 

"All  is  qaiet ;  bnt  there  are  malcontents  wherever  oar  forces  have  not  pos- 
eession.  IVIaximil ion's  popularity  continues  to  increase.  But  our  army  is  on 
the  alert,  and  skirmishes  are  freqnent." 

Here  is  one  important  fact  proclaimed  by  the  Moniteur ;  "On  the  2d  of  Oc- 
UW,  1S65,  Juarez  left  the  territory,  and  now  there  is  bnt  one  ruler  in  Mexico." 
Soon  after  we  get  this  from  New  York  : 

"  In  spite  of  the  activity  of  Juarez's  agents  in  this  city,  the  canse  of  the  ex- 
president  may  be  regarded  as  losL  It  is  officially  announced  that  Juarez  baa 
quilled  the  Mexican  soil,  given  up  his  cause,  and  settled  in  the  United  States. 
The  last  Havana  steamer  brings  the  French  news  that  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian issued  a  proclamation  on  the  2d  of  Octobei  declaring  that  Don  Benito 
Juarez,  after  a  long  contest,  had  at  last  yielded  to  the  national  will  and  quit 
Mexico." 

How  can  Maximilian,  the  liberator  of  his  conntiy,  reconcile  this  with  the  ty- 
ranny of  Juarez,  which  required  four  years  to  put  down  ?  And  now  he  an- 
soonces  that  all  who  oppose  him  shall  be  ehotl  And  he  concludes  the  procla- 
loation  thus :  "And  all  brigands  hereofler  pretending  to  be  his  partisans  shall 
be  considered  as  outlaws  and  treated  as  robbers." 

The  Moaiteur  continues : 

"Tbo  New  York  correspondence  of  the  23d  of  October,  which  we  pnblish 
below,  gives  some  intereating  details  regarding  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  the 
United  States  on  the  Mexican  question." 

The  facts  announced  by  the  official  paper  are  not  true,  except  in  regard  to  the 
proclamation  of  Maximilian,  and  his  treatment  of  those  opposed  to  bim.  Un- 
fortunately, gentlemen,  that  much  is  true,  and  history  will  record  the  trutb.  But 
the  untrue  part  is,  that  the  rebels  had  not  ceased  to  make  opposition.  Maximilian's 
5   H8X  .H^IC 
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proclamation  was  dnted  the  Sd  of  October,  1865.  On  the  ICth  of  NoreDber, 
Marshal  Bazaine  wrote  to  Riva  Palacio,  of  the  centre  Juariet  srai^,  uktog  ni 
exchange  of  priHonen.  It  is  naeleas  to  qnote  the  letter,  bat  U  shows  that  the 
struggle  ia  not  over,  as  the  Uoniteur  has  aiinonDced  t«  Europe.  In  NoTemlKT, 
1865,  the  fighting  continued,  the  loan  had  been  effected,  and  the  money  wu 
ready  to  he  squandered  in  Mexico. 

In  Septemoer,  1865,  though  two  hundred  and  fifty  miUions  more  had  been 
labscribed,  our  citizens  had  not  been  indemnified,  and  the  expedition,  which  wu 
only  to  effect  that,  had  already  lasted  four  years.  It  ie  but  proper  to  tell  yon  here 
the  amount  of  the  claims  against  Hexico  is  only  750,000  fivncs. 

So,  gentlemen,  we  bad  four  millions  to  claim,  then  twelve,  and  lastly  sii^ 
millions  against  Mexico.  But  in  September,  1865,  nothing  was  aettled.  Among 
the  documents  distributed  among  us,  there  is  a  deepatoh  to  which  I  will  call  yoor 
attention.  In  September,  1865,  a  treaty  to  fix  the  indemnity  was  concladed, 
and  foity  millions  was  the  sum  determined  upon. 

In  my  opinion,  this  was  enough.  I  don't  know  what  the  commisaioaen 
have  done  with  that  forty  millions.  I  think  it  is  in  drafts  upon  an  empty  tre^A- 
nry.  At  least  the  creditors  have  received  no  pay.  Perhi^  the  government 
can  tell  us.  It  was  right  to  make  the  arrangement,  whether  the  money  conld 
be  had  or  not.  On  page  30  of  Mr.  Dane's  despatch,  December  ^8,  1865, 1  kc 
the  emperor  Maximilian  objected  to  the  settlement  of  the  claims.  Hear  whit 
the  French  charg^  in  Mexico  says  about  it: 

"  At  iirst  I  met  with  great  opposition.  The  emperor  and  Mr.  Castillo  asserted 
that  the  remission  of  obligations  similar  to  those  of  the  second  loan,  inslead  of 
the  first,  would  be  more  onerous  to  tbe  Mexican  treaanry,  m  the  expensee  of  le- 
gotiation  were  greater.  But  I  was  so  urgent,  I  ancceeded  the  next  day.  1  cod- 
vinced  tijem  of  the  necessity  of  putting  tbe  Emperor  Napoleon  and  his  govern- 
ment in  a  condition  to  aay  to  tbe  French  chambers  that  the  terma  of  the  claiou 
had  been  arranged." 

So,  forty  millions  have  been  appropriated  to  pay  onr  citizens ;  but  can  the 
money  be  raised  1     That  is  tbe  important  qneetion. 

Now  comes  another  consideration  of  no  less  importance.  The  minister  af 
foreign  affairs,  tbe  vigilant  guardian  of  French  interests,  is  naturally  vexed  at  tbe 
diminution  of  onr  claims  ;  hut  the  debtor  is  about  to  fail,  and  the  creditor  mutt 
take  what  ho  can  get.  Here  ia  what  Hr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  said  about  it  on  the 
14th  of  January,  1866  : 

"The  first  object  of  onr  expedition  was  tbe  revindication  of  onr  credit  and 
exaction  of  reparation  due  to  our  citizens.  If,  however,  we  see  proper  to  hdpa  [ 
people  struggling  for  a  stable  govemmeut,  and  it  is  onr  interest  to  aid  a  prince  ; 
who  sacrifices  himself  to  such  a  good  cause,  our  help  should  be  confined  to  par- 
ticular limits,  which  the  Miramar  convention  has  prescribed.  Tbe  reciprocal  , 
arrougemeuts  of  that  act  have  fixed  tbe  conditions  under  which  France  was  to  ' 
aid  tbe  consolidation  of  a  friendly  government.  It  would  be  superfluous  to  in-  | 
aist  upon  tbe  motives  that  prevent  Mexico  from  complying  with  those  conditione.    | 

"  All  appeal  to  credit  is  useless  on  one  part ;  on  the  other  we  rannot  nnder-  | 
take  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Mexican  government  and  defend  it  with  out  | 
ftiw'  and  pay  its  civil  officials." 

'This  is  a  wonderful  effect  of  tbe  confidence  placed  in  the  prince,  and  the  four 
hundred  millions  lent  him  by  France  to  be  engulfed  in  his  rainons  sovereignty! 
We  must  support  him  by  onr  blood,  pay  his  army,  bis  civil  lisl^-else  be  perii«heJ- 
And  tbe  minister  tells  you  this  in  his  despatch  of  tbe  15th  of  January,  18<>6. 
which  is  very  significant.  He  speaks  of  the  convention  of  Miramar;  he  says 
it  was  proposed  by  Maximilian  himself,  a  man  whose  imperial  probity  and  po- 
litical solidity  was  beyond  euspicion,  and  he  does  not  keep  his  word ! 

The  minister  adds :  "  Sncb  was  tbe  object  of  tbe  convention  of  Miramar, 
>hich  was  to  regulate  our  rights  and  reciprocal  duties.    It  would  be  usvlesn 
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now  to  aek  why  the  Uexicaa  goTemment  cannot  comply  with  the  prec«ptB  of 
the  act,  and  why  we  are  called  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  new  eBtabliehment." 

We  told  yon  the  Bane  last  year,  and  the  year  before,  and  you  grumbled. 
Now  you  ligCen  becaoae  it  is  the  minister  who  speaks. 

"  I  will  not  dwell  npon  what  I  said  in  my  correflpondence  with  the  legation 
of  tbe  Emperor ;  it  is  merely  my  duty  to  expose  the  actual  sitoation.  By  ^w,  in 
a  bilateral  coutract,  when  one  party  fails  to  comply  the  other  is  released. 

"Tbe  Mexican  government  cttnuot  furnish  the  resources  to  sustain  our  army 
lliere,  and  it  even  asks  us  to  pay  its  civil  list  I  This  is  not  new,  as  our  frequent 
loans  will  show. 

"  Now  what  ate  we  to  do  in  this  government  bankruptcy  1  Our  revenue  will 
Dot  suffice  to  supply  the  deficit.  If  Mexico  cuinot  pay  our  troops  in  her  ser- 
vice we  cannot  keep  them  there.  Public  opinion  deuares  we  have  done  all  for 
Mexico  we  can  do." 

[Mnnnnrs  of  applause  around  the  speaker.  Mr.  Farre  is  called  to  order  by 
tlie  president,  and  then  proceeds  :] 

I  answer  by  facts,  and  those  I  quote  will  not  be  contradicted  by  this  asBembly, 
ae  they  origioated  in  it. 

Now  I  have  just  said  that  the  situation  laid  down  by  the  minister  of  foreign 
a^trs  is  not  new.  The  embarrassments  of  the  Mexiciin  government  have  long: 
been  known,  ever  since  the  time  of  the  firi>t  loan.  It  wus  well  known  at  that 
lime  that  tbe  situation  was  had,  and  to  remedy  it  was  the  object  of  the  loans. 
When  Mr.  Corta  spoke  on  the  loan,  be  said  ; 

"The  convicuon  I  bring  hack  from  Mexico  is,  that  all  that  is  needed  there  iB> 
a  regular  government  and  time.  It  certainly  has  a  fixed  government  now. 
Haiimilian  was  carried  in  triumph  from  Vera  Gruz  to  Mexico.  But  what  the 
tree  senlimeut  of  tbe  people  was  in  this  ovation  it  is  hard  for  asuperficial  observer - 
to  determine. 

"  In  the  eyes  of  the  Indians,  which  are  the  majority,  the  emperor  Maximilian , 
was  the  man  of  prophecy,  who  came  from  the  east,  with  blue  eyes  and  golden 
hair,  and  the  Indiaus  bailed  him  as  their  liberator." 

Mr.  Corta  continues  on  tbe  financial  question  thus  : 

"At  any  rate  the  present  budget,  as  tbe  state  council  make  it,  is  only 
$150,000,000  including  the  debt.  So  you  see  tbe  Mexican  government  need 
Bot  feel  concerned  about  the  foreign  debt ;  it  can  he  paid  easily." 

Now  to  pay  ttiat  debt  they  had  recourse  to  France,  as  their  treasury  was- 
empty.     Not  only  Mr.  Gorta  acknowledges  it,  but  the  minister  of  state  says : 

"As  to  the  Mexieau  finances,  has  not  Mr.  Gorta's  report  enlightened  the 
chamber  iu  regard  to  the  resources  of  the  country  1"  A  year  after,  on  the  1 1th 
of  April,  1865,  a  great  change  has  taken  place.  Instead  of  financial  prosperity 
we  find  a  distressing  situation ;  instead  of  a  prince  with  a  redundant  budget 
we  find  a  man  asking  alms  to  pay  his  army  and  civil  list.  Tbe  nunister  con- 
tiauea  :  "  Do  not  be  concerned,  gentleinen ;  Maximilian  will  assure  the  pros- 
perity of  tbe  Mexican  empire,  and  will  furnish  ample  security  to  those  who 
troft  their  money  to  his  care." 

1  uudersiand  what  is  passing  in  the  minds  of  my  colleagues.  I  will  only 
compace  these  facts  with  what  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  said  in  January, 
1866: 

"These  troubles  are  not  uew.  and  we  have  tried  to  alleviate  them  by  facili- 
lating  loans." 

Yes,  that  has  been  done,  and  yon  told  France  that  Mexico  was  in  a  good 
condition,  and  lenders  would  run  no  lisk  of  losing  their  money.  A  year  has 
Marcely  passed  and  yon  behold  an  empty  treasury,  an  nnpud  army,  a  bsnk- 
inpt  monarch.  Under  such  circumstances  I  ask  tbe  chamber  if>  we  can  be  sat- 
isfied with  the  minbter's  despatch  of  tbe  15th  of  January,  1S66  f 

Se  lella  Mexico  plably  that  the  treasury  of  France  is-  no-  longer  at  its  die- 
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poBal,  that  public  pinion  ie  opposed  to  more  loans,  and  that  MaximiliaD  most 
get  along  alone.     Here  ie  what  ne  Bays  : 

"  Wliile  tbeae  different  cooeiderationB  oblige  ns  to  look  to  tbe  end  of  our  mil- 
itary occupation,  tbe  government  of  the  Emperor,  in  its  solicitade  for  the  gloii- 
oas  work  it  begun,  and  in  ite  aympatby  for  tne  emperor  Maximilian,  must  keep 
an  exncl  account  of  the  finaDcial  Rituation  of  Mexico. 

"  With  energy  and  courage,  vitb  a  firm  and  constant  will,  the  emperot  of 
Mexico  will  be  able  to  overcome  all  obstacles.  This  is  oar  firm  eoDviction 
after  an  attentive  and  conscientious  examination  of  tbe  debts  and  resources  of 
tbe  country,  and  Maximilian  and  bis  government  most  think  so  too  if  tbey 
wish  to  he  encouraged  to  anccess." 

I  have  nothing  to  do  with  what  passed  between  tbe  minister  of  foreign  a&in 
and  tbe  emperor  Maximilian ;  but  I  aak  you  if  the  remedy  proposed  by  the 
French  government  it  proper,  in  your  opinion.  The  government  wishes  tbe 
return  of  our  troops,  and  we  wish  it,  but  we  do  not  approve  of  the  manner  of 
tbe  withdrawal,  having  been  so  often  disappointed. 

Here  is  what  I  see  in  a  despatch  of  the  6th  of  April,  ISfifi : 

"  In  his  despatch  of  the  I2th  of  February  last  Mr.  Seward  deolarea  that  the 
govemnient  of  the  United  States  has  always  conformed  to  the  precepts  of 
Washington  in  regard  to  the  principle  of  non-intervention,  and  nothing  jus liGeB     i 
a  departure  from  it  in  the  present  case  of  Mexico.     We  accept  this  aasurance 
in  full  confidence,  and  we  find  a  sufficient  guarantee  in  it  to  justify  ua  in  wilh- 
'drawing  our  army.     The  Emperor  has  decided  that  the  Freiich  troops  should     i 
evacuate  Mexico  in  three  detachments  :  the  first  in  November,  18G6t  tne  second    ! 
in  March,  1867,  and  the  third  in  November  of  the  same  year.     You  will  please    '■ 
'Communicate  this  decision  officially  to  the  Secretary  of  State." 

If  this  resolution  for  the  return  of  our  ttoops  is  sincere,  we  must  applaud  it.    : 
But  we  have  cause  to  doubt  its  sincerity,  if  we  consider  recent  publications  ia    ' 
-  .the  Monitenr. 

I  will  now  take  up  tbe  last  document,  that  mentioning  the  despatches  from    i 
~Vera  Cruz  of  the  14tb  of  May.     The  despatch  I  allude  to  is  of  tbe  9th  of  June, 
1866.     Here  is  what  I  read  in  the  preamble  :  "All  ia  ^uiet."     That  means,  the 
iwar  is  still  going  on. 

"Tbe  Mexican  General  Mendez  continues *bis  operations  in  Michoacan;  lie 
'oscupies  tbe  line  from  Tacambaro  to  Uruapam;  but  the  military  arrangemcDl? 
'recently  made  in  that  part  of  tbe  country  induce  ua  to  hope  for  peace  soon.  For 
that  purpose  General  Bazaine  haa  sent  General  Aymard  and  Colonel  Clinchaot 
north  with  their  columns.  General  Douay,  now  in  Saltillo,  is  preparing  to  in- 
vade New  Leon,  whei«  Eecobedo's  bands  are  causing  some  trouble. 

"  The  emperor  Maximilian  is  busy  organizing  bis  army  and  regulating  tbe 
:  service." 

And  they  say  our  troops  are  coming  back  !     Any  one  who  ia  acquainted  with 
the  topography  of  Mexico  must  know  that  troops  are  not  sent  north  to  get  into 
the  road  to  Vera  Cruz.     Why  are  we  told  that  the  troops  are  coming  home, 
when  they  are  sent  ont  on  distant  expeditions!     That  is  the  qneation  I  put  to    ; 
'the  minister. 

Now,  let  me  tell  the  chamber  what  ought  to  interest  ns  greatly ;  It  is  the  fiite  ^ 
of  the  30,000  braves  we  still  liave  in  Mexico.  Now,  I  inquire  if  this  interest  h  | 
consistent  with  the  announcement  of  tbe  goremmeut  to  recall  them  in  three  . 
bodies  at  euch  distant  intervals  ) 

Tou  must  confess  that  the  peaceful  country  is  at  war,  since  our  troops  are 
always  under  arms.  And  if  one-third  be  withdrawn,  then  the  remainder  will  be 
exposed  to  double  peril ;  and  when  two-thirds  have  been  taken  away,  what  will 
'become  of  those  left  in  tbe  disturbed  country  yon  could  not  subjugate  i  Moral 
influence  ie  all-powerful  in  such  a  situation.  Vou  announce  solemnly 'that  yon 
are  going  to  Tetire,  and  you  call  Kaximilian  an  insolvent  prince.    You  say  his 
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treuDiy  ie  empty.  I  un  not  the  anthor  of  those  deepatcbee ;  they  come  Trom 
the  miniater  of  etate,  and  if  I  mention  them,  it  is  from  dvty. 

In  dimiDisbing  the  French  forces  yon  increase  the  Mexican  strength  ;  and  if 
yoo  desire  to  save  onr  soldiers,  defend  the  honor  of  our  flag,  the  withdrawal 
mtut  be  effected  in  a  different  manner,  nnder  other  conditions.  My  fears  are  not 
imaginary;  I  am  not  the  only  one  to  entertain  them. 

In  Fetniuuy,  1866,  when  the  Mexican  qneetion  was  debated  in  the  senate, 
tbemtrsbal  uttered  the  same  opinion,  and  said  : 

"  It  is  onr  business  to  help  a  little  longer  those  who  wish  to  repair  the  ills  of 
fifty  years  of  anarchy,  else  France  would  not  incur  such  a  reeponBibility  in  his- 
tory. The  discontented,  the  bandits,  now  without  a  leader,wiil  reassemble  nnder 
tlie  flag  of  Juarez.  Despair  will  seize  the  timid,  and  they  will  suffer  all  the 
tonnents  that  their  enemies  can  inflict.  This  is  so  true  that  as  soon  as  the 
dties  are  evacuated  hy  our  troops,  the  inhabitants  leave  them." 

This,  gentlemen,  is  a  true  picture;  there  is  no  caricature  about  it.  For  our 
boDor,  for  our  interest,  we  must  protect  our  army  and  our  citizens,  who  will  be 
exposed  to  the  greatest  dangers  if  we  abandon  the  country.  We  must  protect 
the  people  who  bare  tmBtedto  us.  I  said  the  same  last  year,  as  the  debates  of 
the  nouM  will  show.  If  yon  act  otherwise,  you  will  fail  in  the  duty  a  great  and 
civiliied  nation  owes  to  itself. 

I  ask  the  government  to  explain  itself,  if  it  does  not  believe  what  I  have  stated, 
and  to  Older  tbat  all  onr  soldiers  be  withdrawn  at  once,  so  as  not  to  expose  the 
remainder  to  the  fiiry  of  their  enemies.  This  is  my  request,  and  when  I  make 
it  q(  the  house  and  government,  they  mnat  know  that  I  have  taken  all  things 
into  consideration.  Those  brave  men  in  Mexico  could  be  of  greater  service  at 
home.  Can  we  doubt  it,  when  we  are  told  tbat  the  map  of  Europe  is  soon  to  be 
mnodelled  t 

W'e  are  the  mandataries  of  the  people — the  representatives  of  the  nation.  Must 
ve  tieep,  like  the  pilot  when  he  aees  the  storm  threaten,  and  let  the  vessel  go 
to  wreck  I 

Well,  gentlemen,  we  have  been  sufficiently  warned  of  danger,  and  must  be 
aware  that  great  resolntiont  will  soon  be  required  of  us.  We  must  be  ready  for 
every  emergency,  and  need  all  onr  troops  at  home.  The  sons  of  France  are 
D««ded  on  her  aoil,  and  should  never  have  been  sent  away.  We  will  welcome 
their  return  with  enthusiasm,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  a  good  lesson  to  us  not  to 
enf^ge  any  more  in  foolish  expeditions  costing  billions. 

The  PRBSIDBNT.     Mr.  Jerome  David  now  has  the  floor. 

[Mr.  Jerome  David's  speech  in  the  French  chambers.:] 

Gentlemen,  I  will  declare  at  once  that  we  are  not  quitting  Mexico  by  th® 
order  of  a  foreign  power.  To  suppose  it  is  to  offer  an  indignity  to  France* 
What !  are  we  to  be  ordered  by  a  stranger  1  [Cries  of  ■'  Good,  good."]  I  much 
regret  this  debate,  that  began  so  moderately  and  ended  so  harsuly.  Jn  defend- 
ing the  government  in  its  conduct  in  the  Mexican  expedition,  1  know  I  will  nut 
have  the  support  of  everybody ;  but  I  know  you  will  listen  attentively. 

The  Mexican  expedition  is  once  more  subjected  to  severe  blame;  the  aid  we 
give  to  a  regular  government  is  a  theme  for  lively  criticism;  the  return  of  our 
Ifwpe  has  been  too  long  delayed,  is  badly  arranged ;  promises  attributed  to  the 
goverament  are  invoked;  we  are  frightened  at  the  insinuation  that  the  United 
States  will  apply  the  Monroe  doctrine  to  na  as  soon  as  they  get  through  their 
doDKitic  war.  I  do  not  believe  in  such  threats  ;  but  suppose  they  are  true,  does 
that  ftffect  onr  rights )  Where  is  the  respectable  nation  that  can  be  frightened 
out  of  its  duty  1  While  our  troops  in  Mexico  are  struggling  for  a  durable  peace 
Wore  they  leave.  Is  it  right  to  discourage  them,  to  inspire  distrust,  when  union, 
conGdeiice,  and  strength,  the  chief  elements  of  success,  are  needed  ? 

I^t  us  look  the  question  in  the  face.    Did  the  spirit  of  adventure  caxrj  ob 
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into  Mexico  1  Do  ve  seek  a  eupremacj  or  an  abusive  protectorate  over  the 
Latin  race  ?  If  it  iB  tme  that  our  foreign  relations  inspire  as  with  natural  Bym- 
pathy  for  people  of  the  same  origin  and  religious  faitb,  let  our  sympatbiee  act 
vith  reason  upon  our  diplomacy. 

The  imperial  government  consults  the  intercBta  of  France  in  all  its  foreign 
expeditions,  and  acts  accordingly.  Ton  have  many  proofs  of  it.  In  tbe  late 
£uropetiii  contests  for  abuse  of  power,  France  has  remained  inactive.  But  when 
solemn  conventions  are  disregarded,  claims  rejected,  the  property  and  lives  of 
our  citizens  endangered,  our  government  will  not  accept  insignificant  satisfac- 
tion. When  right  and  justice  are  on  our  sfde  we  can  overcome  every  obstacle. 
Tbe  reason  why  the  present  empire  ia  Btronger  than  the  govemmenlB  that  have 
preceded  it  is,  it  understands  queatious  that  will  lead  to  ruin,  if  not  favorably 
solved,  and  the  Mexican  question  is  one  of  tbem. 

■When  tbe  government  is  blamed  for  the  Mexican  expedition,  the  cavillers 
certainly  forget  its  origin.  Yon  must  remember  that  events  are  controlled  by 
no  policy  ;  Providence  directs  them;  governments  can  only  profit  by  them  if 
they  ate  properly  considered.  See  the  recent  example  of  the  United  States, 
and  yon  will  learn  that  tbe  fame  of  nations  depends  upon  their  energy  and 
courage.  If  the  prophecies  of  certain  couasellore  were  attended  to,  every  glo- 
rious undertaking  would  fail. 

Those  who  oppose  the  Mexican  expedition,  and  wish  to  make  ose  of  it 
against  tbe  government,  exclaim  :  Let  the  past  alone ;  let  us  attend  to  tbe  pres- 
ent! Why  should  we  not  coneider  the  origin  of  the  expedition  to  see  if  it  was 
right,  necessary,  and  for  tbe  interest  of  France  t 

The  old  Spanish  colonies  have  opposed  free  commerce  for  forty  years.  Dnriog 
that  time  foreigners  have  been  imposed  upon,  persecuted,  and  oilen  mnidereo 
without  cause  in  tlioso  countries.  Tet  we  are  adopting  a  tempoiizing  policy, 
still  employed  in  tbe  South  American  republics  and  those  of  Central  America; 
a  policy  of  diplomacy,  that  did  no  good  except  through  consular  agents,  who 
often  prevented  ontrnges,  by  arbitrary  action,  because  liey  knew  the  people 
they  had  to  deal  with.  We  preferred  ibis  lame  policy  to  rigorous  measures, 
because  we  did  not  wish  to  engage  alone  in  a  contest  in  which  other  European 
governments  were  equally  inl^rested.  But  when  Spain  took  tbe  first  step  to 
force  a  satisfaction  for  wrongs  and  injuries,  and  was  joined  by  England,  in  tbe 
treaty  of  the  Slst  of  October,  was  it  not  right  and  proper  for  us  to  accede  to 
the  expedition  1  After  these  fixed  facts,  can  any  one  Bay  the  expedition  was 
undertaken  hastily  oi  rashly? 

Observe  the  tactics  of  tbe  opposition  ;  see  those  men  remove  the  real  base 
of  the  structure  and  substitute  a  false  foundation,  and  sustain  it  with  so  much 
art  it  seems  almost  real.  Thus  they  say  the  French  government  initiated  the 
Mexican  expedition,  and  it  must  bear  the  responsibility.  I  say  we  went  to 
Mexico  with  Spain  and  England,  and  tbey  share  tbo  responsibility  of  tbe  ex- 
pedition with  ua,     Our  allies  wiihdrcw,  and  we  were  left  alone. 

Now  wc  are  asked  :  Why  did  you  not  withdraw  with  the  allies  7  If  you 
expected  to  succeed,  why  did  you  not  resort  to  less  expensive  measures  than  a 
campaign  into  tbe  interior  of  Mexico  F     I  answer  thus  : 

We  did  well  not  to  treat  with  Juarez;  we  did  not  take  up  arms  to  trifle  with 
a  government  that  would  have  deceived  us  when  we  got  out  of  tbe  country. 
When  a  strong  power  draws  the  sword,  and  spreads  its  banner  for  combat, 
when  it  sends  its  forces  beyond  the  sea,  it  is  done  after  all  pacific  means  are 
exhausted ;  and  it  is  ridiculous,  after  such  a  display,  to  condescend  to  ratify 
conditions  that  had  already  been  rejected. 

If  onr  allies  choso  to  go  many  thousand  leagues  to  believe  tbe  fallacious 
Tin>mii'es  of  a  cunning  mestizo,  which  tbey  would  not  li8l«n  to  before  they  left 
Europe,  it  is  none  of  onr  busiaess.  France  bas  acted  differently  and  rightly, 
I  will  say,  even  if  I  am  alone  in  the  belief,  in  persevering  in  the  Mexican  ex- 
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pedition.  It  has  coBt  nfl  dearly,  I  mnst  confesB,  and  the  brave  blood  of  our 
Boldiere  and  sailora  has  been  shed  in  distant  countries.  All  the  hardens  of  an 
expedition  into  a  wild  and  nnhealthj  conntry  have  fallen  upon  UB.  Yet  I  aar. 
even  at  that  coat,  we  did  right  not  to  back  ont  like  Spain  and  England.  His- 
toiT  will  applaud  ub  for  not  giving  up  Mexico  like  our  allies. 

I  tell  yon  if  we.had  not  perBevercd  in  the  Mexican  expedition  after  our  allies 
lefl  Tu,  European  influence  would  have  been  bo  greatly  despieed  in  all  America 
that  the  conBeqnence  would  have  been  long  and  disaBtrons  ware.  Now  we  have 
gained  a  reputation  in  the  New  World.  Since  1860  difficulties  have  arisen  be- 
tween Spain  and  her  old  colonies,  and  the  President  of  Ecuador,  one  of  the 
Colombian  republics,  has  officially  solicited  the  protection  of  IT  ranee. 

Look  at  onr  coDdnct  in  Uexico  in  its  true  light,  without  reducing  it  to  the 
Tolgar  proportions  of  that  school  of  heroes  who  talk  of  glory  but  never  risk  its 
dangers,  who  boast  of  national  fame  and  do  not  know  that  it  is  won  by  hard 
blows.  Think  of  the  greatness  of  your  country,  and  try  to  make  its  name  re- 
spected, and  its  reqneste  heard  in  every  part  of  the  globe. 

When  the  Saez  canal  is  finished,  a  work  due  to  the  courage  of  modem  geninB, 
Asia,  the  ancient  cradle  of  human  sciences,  will  be  traneformed,  and  the  world 
will  look  with  wonder  upon  the  great  work  begun  and  finished  by  French  efforts. 
And,  next,  all  eyee  will  he  turned  towards  Mexico  and  Central  America,  where 
DOT  labors  will  ebow  the  results  of  combined  labor  and  science  toward  the  util- 
iution  of  the  works  of  nature.  When  the  two  oceans  shall  be  connected,  onr 
ia&aeaee  in  Mexico,  due  to  our  perseverance,  will  place  us  foremost  as  the 
greatest  civilizer  of  wild  nations,  and  the  opener  of  new  commercial  routes  to 
tbe  Indian  ocean,  Australia,  and  China. 

After  the  hardest  part  of  the  work  was  over,  when  we  had  penetrated  into 
the  interior  of  Mexico,  we  could  not  endanger  uur  prospects  by  too  much  haste. 
0,  you  may  be  sore  history  would  have  been  severe  on  those  who,  regardless 
of  advantages  obtained  by  great  sacrifices,  advised  an  evacuation  of  Mexico, 
and  on  a  government  weak  enongh  to  yield  to  the  first  orders  to  quit. 

Acknowledge  some  merit  and  grandeur  in  the  thought  of  enforcing  respect 
for  inlemational  rights  in  a  magnificent  country,  admirably  locat«d,  without 
which  it  would  be  lost  to  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce,  and  to  a 
proper  distribution  of  the  productive  forces  of  the  globe.  Just  as  the  Roman 
roade  in  Africa  showed  that  the  royal  nation  had  spread  the  fioods  of  its  genius 
and  the  enchantment  of  its  power  to  the  confines  of  the  habitable  globe,  so  will 
ve  be  proud  to  leave,  as  vestiges  of  onr  occupation,  railways,  post  roads,  and 
tiie  many  signs  of  a  civilized  people,  in  a  country  so  long  devoid  of  them.  We, 
&  great  nation,  too,  must  be  proud  to  force  the  pen  of  history  to  record  that,  in 
!|iite  of  opposition  and  obstacles,  we  alone,  for  the  general  interest  of  the  world 
and  the  principle  of  progresB,  left  the  impress  of  our  eagles  upon  the  soil  of  the 
MtHiteznmas. 

I  do  not  place  theae  general  considerations  in  the  first  rank;  they  are  ranged 
with  the  decisive  causes  that  brought  us  to  Mexico  in  company  with  Sptun  and 
England. 

1  DOW  come  to  the  second  quoeUon  ;  why  we  did  not  have  recourse  to  naval 
means. 

Say  a  fleet  is  sent  to  demand  satisfaction  ;  a  blockade  of  the  ports  )s  declared  ; 
the  coast  towns  are  bombarded,  and  what  is  the  result  1  In  that  country  com- 
merce is  in  the  hands  of  French,  English,  Spanish,  and  Americans;  to  bombard 
the  coast  towns,  then,  or  blockade  the  ports,  would  be  injuring  the  very  people  we 
desire  to  protect  and  defend.  Here  is  an  illustration :  Chili  is  warring  with 
Spain  ;  the  foreign  residents  become  excited ;  consuls  try  to  prevent  reprisals  by 
the  Spanish  squadron  ;  when  these  reprisals  occur  and  Valpai'aiso  is  bombarded, 
1  cry  of  anguish  resounds  thronghout  all  Europe.  Blockading  and  reprisals 
never  did  any  good.     Did  we  not  try  both  in  1838,  when  the  fort  of  San  Jnan  ^ 
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de  Ulloa  was  captured,  and  the  city  of  Vnra  Cruz  inveated  ?     We  tried  the  same 

Slat),  in  concert  with  England,  for  fifteen  years  in  the  Plate,  agaiiiet  Boaae,  the 
ictator  of  Buenos  Ayree,  without  bringing  hini  to  terma. 
I  any  the  government  did  not  begin  the  Mexican  expedition,  but  acquiesced  in 
it  under  very  favorable  circuniBtancea.  I  laaintain  that  the  withdrawal  of  the 
allies  did  not  make  it  right  for  ub  to  recede.  I  have  shown,  the  inefficacy  of 
uaval  means.  It  remains  for  me  to  examine  oar  aim  in  Mexico,  the  reanltB 
obtained;  and  I  must  show  in  what  condition  our  withdrawal  would  leave  the 
regiona  of  the  New  World,  where  our  eaglea  have  so  triumphantly  soared. 
I  am  aatonislied  to  hear  some  aak,  "  What  did  yon  go  to  Mexico  for,  and 
what  have  you  got?" 

Natione,  as  well  aa  individnala,  desire  a  moral  aatiafaction  in  a  duel,  and  not 
a  pecuniary  recompense.  We  risk  our  livea  because  it  is  neceasar;,  without 
considering  the  danger,  to  avoid  dishonor  and  contempt.  Now  we  have  already 
got  in  Mexico,  in  a  most  complete  manner,  what  our  expedition  required,  namely, 
a  satisfaction  by  armed  force.  We  have  overcome  every  obstacle,  conquered 
every  resistance.  A  few  thousand  French  soldiers  have  marched  as  conquerors 
in  every  direction,  over  a  territory  three  times  as  large  as  France,  They  have 
opened  ways  through  roadless  regions,  by  their  ingenttity,  patience,  and  perse- 
Terauce,  Except  under  rare  circumstances,  where  exempUry  punistjmeut  was 
obligatory,  they  have  beeu  distinguished  for  their  discipline  and  their  reapect 
for  property  and  persons.  They  have  completely  changed  the  condition  of 
Mexico.     Brigandage  is  nearly  destroyed. 

When  certain  orators  discuss  the  Mexican  question,  they  talk  as  if  it  were  a 
European  conntry.  Nothing  is  more  absurd.  The  social  condition  of  Mexico 
resembles  that  of  no  European  nation.  Thus,  for  instance,  in  Mexico  crime 
was  a  profession ;  a  man  was  murdered  for  a  few  dollars.  Entire  villages  lived 
on  theft  and  rapine.  Robbers  hired  themselves  to  the  leader  of  a  faction  that 
would  give  the  most  money,  and  thus  robbery  was  ennobled  into  patriotism. 

Before  our  arrival,  a  week  did  not  pass  that  the  diligence  from  Vera  Cmz  to 
Mexico  was  not  stopped  and  its  passengers  plundered.  This  waa  so  common 
that  when  it  did  not  occur  it  excited  astonishment  and  was  the  talk  for  eoine 
time.  These  are  facts;  bo  we  must  not  compare  Mexico  to  a  Europran  country. 
But  1  have  not  mentioned  another  purpose  of  onr  expedition.  We  have  not 
been  satisfied  with  military  glory  ;  we  are  not  content  to  overtake  the  malefactors 
in  their  strongholds  and  deprive  them  of  a  power  that  served  to  violate  the  laws 
of  nutions ;  we  are  attempting  to  restore  confidence  and  revive  the  energy  of 
the  large  number  of  Creoles  who  long  for  a  firm  governmeut  and  the  peace 
necessary  to  develop  the  boundless  resources  of  the  country. 

The  native  population  is  enlightened ;  it  is  composed  of  scientific  and  literary 
men — of  lawyers  of  merit  and  industrious  mechanics,  who  submit  to  every  in- 
convenience and  imposition,  pay  enormons  taxes  to  any  brigand  calling  him- 
self the  government,  and  do  anything  for  the  sake  of  peace,  which  they  never 
have. 

The  majority  of  the  Creoles  despaired  of  public  order  as  long  as  the  raling 
power  was  in  the  hands  of  a  Mexican.  They  well  understood  that  in  a  coaotry 
where  thirty  revolutiona  and  over  two  hundred  inBurrections  had  taken  place  in 
less  than  half  a  century,  no  native  individual  could  rale  with  any  security ;  so 
they  turned  their  eyes  to  Europe  for  a  prince  to  govern  them  properly. 

By  his  genealogy  the  Archduke  Maximilian  was  connected  to  the  ancient  pos- 
sessors of  Mexico  ;  he  had  given  proof  of  a  liberal  spirit ;  and  it  was  hoped  he 
could  restore  order  without  suppressing  liberty.  The  French  government  has 
been  greatly  blamed  for  helping  the  Archduke  Maximilian  to  the  throne  of 
Mexico ;  and  it  was  said  French  blood  was  shed  only  for  the  benefit  of  an 
archduke  of  Austria.  Such  talk  does  not  deserve  attention.  What  was  plainer 
than  onr  attitude  during  the  conference  with  Maximilian  1    What  more  natural 
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than  hia  advent  7  How  then  can  the  goTernment  be  reproached  with  having 
broa^t  bira  into  power!  We  enconraged  hira  because  we  thought  he  wae  the 
penoo  to  restore  order  to  Mexico ;  but  we  did  not  join  onr  fortunea  to  his,  ex- 
cept as  iar  as  our  interesta  are  concerned.  We  are  slill  njasters  of  onr  move- 
menta ;  and  when  we  perceive  that  the  expenaea  of  the  expedition  are  likely  to 
become  greater  than  the  profits,  we  wisely  determine  to  withdraw  onr  troops. 
Where  ia  the  blame  now  7 

The  emperor  Maximilian  is  now  in  a  condition  to  retain  the  power  with 
which  he  has  been  inveated  by  the  Mexicans,  and  he  must  profit  by  it.  True, 
he  Kill  have  trouble  yet  from  the  chronic  anarchy  of  the  country,  but  be  has 
an  army  to  pnt  that  down ;  and  European  contingents  ore  enlistiug  to  serve  him; 
mmy  Creoles  are  protecting  hia  throne;  a  good  government  will  inenre  bim  the 
enpport  of  the  entire  Indian  population,  the  millions  of  which  mnet  be  allowed 
to  puticipate  in  public  afiaire. 

Thia  Indian  population,  hitherto  excluded  irom  civil  rights,  mnat  be  allowed 
the  right  of  suffrage  if  peace  is  to  be  kept  in  the  country.  If  there  had  been 
uy  patriotism  in  the  country  onr  task  would  have  been  eaay ;  but  the  oligarchy, 
clerical  or  liberal,  has  always  oppressed  these  natives  and  made  nse  of  them 
without  rewarding  them  for  their  services. 

This  is  tbe  eloquence  of  facts,  showing  that  we  have  destroyed  the  odions 
tjiaony  in  Mexico  without  injury  to  patriotism. 

Soldiers  of  France!  you  are  liberatora  and  not  oppreaaors  ;  no  compunctions 
will  dim  your  glory.    Keep  your  good  conscience,  for  you  have  right  and  jua- 


n  yonr  side, 
laid  we  proli 

)n  is  complete,  and  all  tl 
say  yes,  if  we  could  aay 
ere  depends   upon  the  ruler  and  his  agents',  change  of  public  spirit,  and  on 


SLoald  we  prolong  our  atay  in  Mexico  till  everything  haa  become  quiet,  till 

tnfication  is  complete,  and  all  the  wheeta  of  government  are  mnning  smoothly  ? 

old  say  yes,  if  we  could  aay  precisely  when  that  would  be ;  but  that 


eveota  in  other  parts  of  America. 

As  it  is,  I  aay  no  ;  because  all  these  elements  of  auccess  are  oncertaio,  and 
it  would  be  wrong  in  France  not  to  trust  the  strength  of  the  power  established. 
As  we  were  to  quit  Mexico,  a  time  was  to  be  fixed.  Yon  have  been  told  the 
t«nis.  Bnt  if  the  French  troops  are  withdrawn,  what  will  become  of  French 
Eabjecta  in  Mexico  and  tho  native  population  favoring  intervention  7  They 
will  be  exposed  to  many  dangers,  aud  thousands  will  reproach  yon  with  their 

It  is  too  hasty  to  suppose  the  immediate  fall  of  the  emperor  Maximilian. 
Suppose  we  haa  abandoned  Mexico  with  Spain  and  Eogltuid,  would  the  Mexi- 
caus  who  had  solicited  intervention  be  any  better  off  than  they  are  now  1  I 
tlibk  not.  Mexican  affairs  were  in  great  confusion,  and  we  did  our  best  to 
regulate  them ;  if  we  have  not  succeeded  perfectly,  history,  at  least,  will  say  we 
Aid  mncb  good. 

In  eighteen  months  we  will  be  out  of  Mexico.  Within  that  period  all  French 
anbjects  and  distrustful  natives  will  have  time  to  qnit  the  country.  They  will 
SQ^r  damages,  bnt  they  will  be  less  than  they  would  have  been  if  we  had  re- 
tired with  Spain  and  England. 

At  any  rate,  besides  honorable  satiafactiou  for  insults,  we  have  done  for  Mex- 
ico all  that  we  conid  consistently  with  the  interests  of  France. 

Now,  one  of  two  things  must  happen :  either  Maximilian  will  sustain  himself, 
and  it  will  be  said  we  did  good  to  Mexico ;  or  Le  will  yield  to  circumstances ■ 
and  France  cannot  be  blamed  for  it. 

If  Maximilian  cannot  succeed  in  conciliating  opposing  parties  he  will  have 
to  give  up  and  let  the  Mexicans  direct  their  own  affairs.  If  the  government 
succeeds  after  France  has  left,  her  part  will  he  enviable;  she  will  have  done  a 
great  act  of  civilization. 

In  case  Uaximilian  fidls,  the  war  expenses  and  French  interests  will  depend 
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npon  tbe  goveroinoiitfl  tbst  eacceed  him  in  Mexico,  anA  I  da  not  flee  wliat  dif- 
ference it  will  make  to  ue.  We  have  given  the  people  of  Mexico  some  notions 
of  order,  common  law,  general  security,  and  civil  equality,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  will  bo  remembered  and  heeded.  We  have  sown  good  seed  in  Mexico; 
Providence  will  attend  to  its  germination,  fruit  will  follow,  and  we  will  be  proad 
of  tbe  port  we  have  taken  in  its  reeeneratioti.  The  government  has  been 
blamed  for  the  Mexican  loan,  here  in  the  house,  and  out  of  it. 

The  loan  was  facilitated  by  the  government,  else  how  conld  we  have  an  army 
in  Mexicol  We  did  assist  in  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  ia  Mexico,  bat 
it  was  solicited  by  Mexicans.  We  lent  nnr  banner  and  our  soldiers  to  tbe 
cause ;  the  most  we  could  do,  tdi  tbe  loan  was  iueignificaitt  compared  to  it. 

The  loans  of  1864  aud  1865  were  openly  proposed  and  knowingly  accepted ; 
there  waa  no  deception  or  treachery  aoout  them.  The  Mexican  qaestion  bad 
been  pablicly  discussed,  and  was  thoroughly  known  in  its  good  and  bad  aspects. 
Since  1861  every  investigation  and  reeeandi  into  the  resources  and  coudition  of 
tbe  country  have  been  instituted,  and  the  results  made  known.  The  govern* 
ment  thought  Mexico  could  be  resuscitated,  and  it  tbinki  ao  yet.  The  sub- 
Bcribers  to  tbe  loan  acted  knowingly  j  they  were  not  deceived.  Is  not  tbe 
interest  of  their  investment  promptly  paid  an  evidence  of  the  security  of  the 
principal  I 

If  it  is  trne  that  public  opinion  in  France  desires  the  retnra  of  our  troops, 
«nd  if  this  return  is  to  our  interest,  we  most  have  guarantees  against  foreign 
intervention. 

I  do  not  think  the  United  States  will  interfere  in  Mexican  affairs.  Why 
ahonld  they  ?  what  would  be  gained  by  it  1  The  population  of  Mexico  is  com- 
posed of  Creoles,  mestizos,  and  Indians ;  and  there  is  no  analogy  or  relation  be- 
tween tbe  Spanish  American  and  Anglo- American  races.  They  differ  in  maoaers, 
constitution,  language,  religion — in  every  way ;  all  is  opposition  and  contrast. 
The  qaestion  of  race,  then,  is  absurd. 

We  hear  of  the  Monroe  doctrine.  How  long  since  a  doctrine  addressed  to  a 
nation  in  a  public  message  became  a  law  to  foreign  nations  ?  We  can  understand 
that  the  United  States  dreaded  a  neighboring  monarchy ;  but  because  they  have 
«  republic,  it  is  not  just  to  oppose  all  other  kinds  of  governments  in  the  New 
World.  A  monarchy  in  Mexico  can  do  no  barm  to  the  United  States.  It  would 
require  many  years  to  enable  Mexico  to  raise  an  army  like  that  of  tbe  United 
States  in  the  late  war  between  the  federals  and  confederates. 

With  tbe  negative  right  of  tbe  United  States  we  will  compare  the  positive 
right  of  every  sovereign  nation  to  wage  war  and  accept  tbe  reanlts.  By  virtue 
of  this  right  we  have  aided  Maximilian.  Now,  if  he  is  deposed  by  Mexican 
will.  Franca  has  nothing  to  say  ;  she  accepts  the  doctrine  of  noo-intervention. 
The  United  States  can  do  as  they  please,  but  they  have  no  right  to  meddle 
with  Mexico.  Even  if  they  had  arignt,  what  would  they  gain  by  it?  If  it  is  for 
territorial  extension,  it  seems  to  ns  the  United  States  has  already  more  territory 
than  they  can  properly  reconstmct  into  a  solid  Union.  Would  not  the  pros- 
perity of  Mexico  be  more  profitable  to  tbe  commerce  of  tbe  United  States  than 
its  former  anarchy  1 

Different  Presidents  of  tbe  United  States  have  acknowledged  as  much  in  theii 
messages,  by  deploring  tbe  anarchy  that  has  desolated  Mexico.  In  1853  Pre- 
sident Buchanan  said ;  "  Tbe  succeeding  governments  of  Mexico  have  not  been 
able  to  ^ve  protection  to  Mexican  citiiens  or  to  foreign  residents  against  the 
violence  of  outlaws."  And  in  1859:  "Mexico  cannot  recover  its  po^itioD 
among  nations  nor  prosper  internally  without  assistance." 

After  these  declarations  the  United  States  would  do  wrong  to  tud  tbe  lawless 
party  we  we  trying  to  put  down  in  Mexico. 

When  I  consult  the  good  sense  and  wisdom  of  tbe  statesmen  of  tbe  Unioti,  I 
Bay  snch  a  conflict  is  impossible  and  will  not  take  place.         ^  ~  ■ 
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The  United  States  have  had  a  lesson  in  their  late  civil  war  that  will  vnxa 
tbem  not  to  attempt  to  rnle  the  whole  western  continent,  thongh  the  attempt 
would  be  repugnant  to  justice  and  reason. 

Scientific  discoveries  have  joined  the  two  continents;  commnnications  are 
mote  &eqaeDt,  and  the  people  of  the  vest  most  mix  with  ns  and  share  oar  eirili- 
uUioD. 

The  United  States  know  better  than  to  permit  themselves  to  be  governed  by  the 
qnairelsome  instincts  of  a  tarbnlent  minority ;  they  know  better  than  to  join  in 
evil  caoses  that  do  not  concern  them.  They  had  better  join  in  the  effort  of 
Enrope  to  restore  order  and  civilization  to  the  many  oatiouB  and  races  of  people 
between  the  Bio  Grande  and  Gape  Horn. 

We  do  not  want  to  persuade  the  United  States  that  their  providential  mission 
it  tLe  same  as  oars  ;  we  do  not  even  go  so  far  as  to  request  them  to  recognize 
the  order  of  things  established  in  Mexico.  But  they  must  understand  that  we 
have  not  tome  our  colors  upon  Mexican  Boil  and  drenched  it  with  onr  blood  to 
permit  a  third  party  to  interfere  as  soon  as  we  have  left  and  overturn  an  edifice 
founded  by  the  blood  of  onr  soldiers,  under  pretext  of  difference  of  opinion,  and 
in  Mnl«mpt  of  the  principles  of  intervention. 

We  have  a  sympathy  for  the  United  States,  beeauBe  we  remember  that  onr 
fathers  uded  them  in  their  Srst  struggle  for  independence  ;  and  we  would  deplore  a 
mptnre  trith  a  friendly  nation,  whose  ireedom  gleams  in  history  like  the  radiant 
lorom  of  the  French  revolution.  These  pleasant  memories,  however,  must  not 
prevent  us  from  remindine  the  Americans  that  France  expects  a  reciprocal 
ronrtcty  from  them  under  all  circumstances. 

No,  the  United  States  will  not  intervene  in  Mexican  affairs  ;  their  statesmen 
may  not  immediately  depart  from  the  singular  forms  of  their  official  communica- 
tion  and  their  boaatful  narangnes,  lo  flattering  to  the  American  temperament, 
vhtch  is  pleased  with  noisy  and  bold  declarations.  Popularity  is  acquired  by 
■1]  Mrti  of  ways  in  America.  The  best  way  for  us  to  answer  the  rnde  dipto- 
Qitic  style  of  the  United  States  is  to  reply  in  the  moderate,  firm,  and  polisned 
Ungaige  so  suited  to  a  nation  like  France. 

The  future  of  Mexico  will  then  be  left  to  Mexicans,  and  our  generous  attempt 
lo  help  them  will  cause  no  warfare.  We  carried  the  genius  of  civilizntion  to 
Mexico;  we  hope  it  will  come  out  victorious  front  its  many  trials.  We  look 
upon  that  future  with  confidence,  and  we  are  convinced  that  in  aiding  the  policy 
of  onr  government  we  havf 'done  an  act  truly  good  and  useful  for  the  infinence 
tod  fame  of  onr  country. 

Id  snstaining  the  policy  of  the  government,  we  show  ourselves  the  represen- 
tilives  of  that  generoni  and  noble  France  that  prefers  determination,  and  even 
toldnesB,  to  the  reproach  of  indecision  and  timidity.  We  will  scorn  appeals 
made  to  selfish  and  vulgar  sentiments, and  support  apolicy  that  looks  only  to  the 
ETudenr  and  dignity  of  the  country.    [Immense  applause] 


Mo.  23. 
Mr.  Sewar.d  lo  SeHor  Romero. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Wathinglon,  July  16,  1866. 

Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 

U>e  8th  instantt  conlaining  the  series  of  docnments  on  the  Mi.'xican  qnestion 

patented  in  Jane  lost  by  the  French  government  to  its  legislative  body,  a  copy 

"f  which  had  been  before  received  from  Earope.  i 
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''  Be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks  for  joar  conrtesy. 

I  avail  myself  of  thU  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  aBBoranceB  of  my  most 
diBtiDgaisbed  coDsideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
SeSor  Don  Matias  Bombbo,  Ifc^  Ifc.,  Ifc 


No.  24. 
'  SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Sevard, 

[TranBlfttion,] 
Kbxica.\  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

WatUngton,  July  10,  1866. 
Mr.  Secrbtaby  :  I  Lave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  for  tbe  infonnation  of 
the  government  of  tbe  United  States,  copies  of  a  circaUr  which  I  have  had 
printed  in  New  York,  containing  fragments  of  various  letters  taken  from  tbe 
French  and  Belgian  soldiers  who  occupied  Monterey  and  Saltillo  in  April  last 
The  originals  were  sent  to  me  by  Greneral  Escobedo,  the  S7tb  of  May,  with  his 
commnnication  from  Linnres,  published  in  tbe  beginning  of  the  circalar,  and 
another  letter  from  Manuel  Gomez,  General  Escobedo's  secretary,  dated  Rio 
Blanco,  April  SG,  giving  many  important  particulars. 

Though  the  intercepted  letters  give  very  inexact  acconnts  of  the  aitnation, 
enough  is  said  in  them  to  show  that  the  French  soldiers  are  weary  of  the  unjnst 
war  their  government  ia  forcing  them  to  make  on  M,exico,  without  aim  or  object. 
They  do  not  believe  tbe  so-called  empire  of  the  usurper  Maximilian  can  be 
established  without  a  considerable  re-enforcement  of  French  forces  ;they  ridicule 
the  official  declarations  of  the  French  government  that  peace  ia  restored,  in  Mex- 
ico, and  mauy  of  them  contend  that  the  intervention  is  unjust. 

The  annexed  circular  contains  only  tbe  most  noted  passages  of  the  principal 
of  those  letters. 

I  am  pleased  ta  have  the  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  tbe 
assurance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  EOMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Ifc. 

No.  8. 
French  inttrvaUion  in  Mexico,  a*  teen  by  their  own  partitant. 

LiNARBS,  May  37,  1866. 

Vbry  Dear  Sir  :  Donay's  first  expedition  is  at  an  end,  with  no  damage  but 
extensive  robberies,  called  fines,  in  the  places  he  occupied. 

Houses  were  robbed  in  Bio  Blanco,  Galeaoa,  and  Iturbide,  and  a  few  innocent 
people  shot  by  tbe  bandit  Dnpin.  Jeaningros  retreated  in  double-qnick,  taking 
tbe  shortest  cuts,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  my  approach.  Yet  we  haraesed  him 
considerably,  aud  many  of  bis  men  deserted,  for  seveuteen  French  and  Belgians 
joined  one  of  my  officers. 

The  invading  army  is  entirely  demorali^d,  while  I  am  pleased  to  eee  con- 
fidence and  enlHusiasm  increase  on  our  side.  I  have  received  some  arms  I  bar- 
gained for,  and  hope  soon  to  receive  the  rest,  with  plenty  of  ammunitiou  ;  eo 
that,  with  these  and  what  yon  can  send  me,  this  army  corps  will  scon  be  in  a 
condition  to  attack  the  strongholds  of  the  interior,  with  prospects  of  success. 

My  hard  marches  and  occasional  indisposition  have  hitherto  prevented,  me 
from  sending  tbe  important  original  letters  which  I  now  enclose.  I  think  it 
would  be  wdl  to  print  the  most  interesting  of  them,  and  put  them  ui  r«ach  of 
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the  French  people,  who  nuaniinonslf  diaapproVe  tbe  interrealJon  we  are  now 
oppofling. 

All  the  news  we  have  from  the  interior  is  good.  Public  spirit  is  rising  every- 
vbere,  and  afiection  for  the  new  empire  is  daily  decreasing. 

The  clergy  are  disheartened  because  tfaey  do  not  find  Maximilian  l«  be  the 
man  they  expected.  The  landed  proprietors  and  merchants  can  do  nothing, 
not  even  keep  what  they  have ;  and  as  they  have  no  surety  for  peace,  they 
want  0  change. 

Finally,  the  traitors  are  disgusted  with  the  freqnent  rebnfih  of  the  French, 
sod  everything  tends  to  exasperate  the  people  gainst  interrention  and  die 
abortive  empire  of  Maximilian. 

We  have  great  hopes  of  aaccess,  and  if  we  only  had  money  it  would  soon 
be  certaio,  and  our  triumph  would  be  complete. 

I  am  pleased  to  sign  myself  your  friend  and  servant, 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 

Citiz«i  Hatias  Boheko, 

M  WathingUm. 

BioBLANCo,  AprU  26,  1866. 

Vksy  Dbab  Sib;  General  Escobedo  sent  you  some  original  letters  of  chiefs, 
officers  and  soldiers  of  tbe  invading  army,  intercepted  by  our  forces.  Thinking 
it  vonld  be  well  to  let  them  be  seen  by  tbe  French  people,  who  acknowledge 
tlie  justice  of  our  cause,  and  censure  Napoleon's  obstinacy  in  meddling  with  ova 
aSiirs,  I  have  thought  proper  to  make  some  observations,  which  may  have  some 
importance,  as  coming  from  witnesses  of  tbe  facts. 

The  brave  men  who  are  defending  thmr  country  suffer  so  many  privations, 
that  if  their  cause  were  not  so  holy  I  am  sure  many  of  them  would  give  up  in 
despair.  Our  enemies  have  all  the  ports  and  many  of  the  chief  towns,  so  our 
means  are  reduced  to  tbe  amalleet  scale.  Our  soldiers  have  scarcely  the  neces- 
safiea  of  life,  yet  they  always  meet  the  enemy  bravely,  badly  armed  as  they 
■re,  and  worse  ctad,  and  suffering  from  exposure  and  hunger.  The  necessaiy 
coDtinned  action  does  not  permit  time  to  drill  them  and  give  them  the  proper 
discipline,  whereas  tbe  enemy  have  all  they  want  and  are  punctoslly  paid  ;  so 
it  ii  not  Btrange  that  masses  of  men  superior  to  the  French  in  numbers  (though 
not  as  great  as  they  represent  it)  give  up  or  avoid  a  fight. 

I  am  sure  General  Eecobedo's  army  corps  is  better  supplied,  as  we  have  only  ■ 
vhite  cotton  pants  and  sandals  for  our  men.  They  have  just  made  a  campaign 
that  nobody  would  credit  who  bad  not  seen  it.  Ou  the  23d,  near  Soledad,  we 
l«anied  that  Dupin  was  coming  with  four  hundred  cavalry  and  two  hundred 
iD^try,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  though  we  were  waiting  for  aid  from 
Matehuala,  General  Espinoaa  determined  to  attack  them  with  four  hundred 
infantry  and  five  hundred  cavalry,  in  conjunction  with  General  Anreliano  Rivera. 
Ob  tbe  23d  at  five  in  tbe  morning,  after  eating  pinole  without  bread  or  cakes, 
our  in&ntry  marched  out,  and  suffered  for  water  till  three  o'clock,  when  they 
came  in  sight  of  tbe  enemy.  This  was  a  company  of  considerable  reputation, 
vhose  chid  was  very  haughty.  He  did  not  wait  for  ua,  but  began  the  attack 
vith  such  boldness  and  conRdencB  that  his  cavalry  nearly  aurrouuded  our  liae ; 
but,  not  frightened,  we  steod  our  ground  for  the  first  charge,  and  then  rushed  on 
them,  repulsing  them  with  considerable  loss.  I  firmly  believe  that  if  night  had 
not  Bupervened,  their  rout  would  have  been  complete ;  but  it  would  have  been  very 
napnident  in  na  to  continue  the  fight  in  the  dark.  General  Espinosa,  fearing 
the  enemy  might  be  re-enforced,  ordered  a  retreat,  which  was  effected  in  good 
iffder;  and  our  fatigued  men  bad  te  march  back  te  Soledad,  where  they  got  tbe 
first  meal  ibey  had  eaten  that  day. 
To  march  twenty-five  leagues  without  eating  fur  forty  hours,  figbtiDe  with^ 
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an  enemy  well  armed,  equipped  and  fed,  is  no  ordinary  labor,  and  eonld  not  be 
imitated  by  the  haughty  trench.  Yesterday  the  infantry  returned  to  thii 
place,  twelve  leagues,  becanee  there  was  no  resting  place  at  Soledad. 

The  French  letters,  aa  yon  may  imagine,  are  full  of  exaggerations  and  faoM 
boasts;  but  they  all  agree  in  the  idea  that  there  is  no  peace  in  Mexioo.  andin- 
tcrrentioa  cannot  hold  out  without  more  French  troops ;  and  some  confess  tUt 
intervention  is  nnjuet  and  inezcosable.  Tbey  are  generally  dissatisfied;  they 
think  there  is  no  glory,  and  certainly  no  proGt,  in  the  campaign ;  and  they  are 
beginniiig  to  despair  of  the  empire,  becanae  it  is  neither  honest  nor  just 

The  rout  of  three  French  companies  on  the  first  at  Santa  Isabel,  near  Pairu, 
by  a  cavalry  brigade  of  this  army  corps  under  Oeneral  TreviSo,  with  some  Coa- 
bnila  forces,  has  caused  many  abenrd  stories,  which  yon  will  see  in  the  letters. 
Without  mentioning  the  700  traitors  that  fought  with  the  200  French,  they  want 
to  make  tbe  world  believe  that  they  alone  fought  against  four  or  five  thonsasd 
of  our  men.  Their  official  report  is  very  far  from  true ;  bat  you  will  find  the 
whole  tmtb  in  General  Escobedo'a  report.  When  tbey  take  one  of  us  prisoaei, 
which  is  not  very  often,  they  spare  his  life  and  boost  of  it,  while  we  have  more 
than  seventy  French  prisoners  and  spare  them ;  yet  we  are  called  bandits  snd 
ossasBins.  Here  where  I  am  now  writing  I  am  looking  on  tbe  mina  of  fooc  of 
tbe  he»t  houses  in  the  town,  bnmed  by  tbe  French  last  December  because  tbey 
belonged  to  persons  in  our  army.  The  town  was  sacked,  and  few  houses  are 
left  in  which  tbey  did  not  destroy  the  fnmitnre.  Thus  they  make  war  on  db, 
and  with  the  odious  decree  of  the  third  of  October  tbey  cry  to  Heaven,  calling 
us  barbarians  incapable  of  self-government,  because  we  take  food  and  horses 
where  we  can  find  them  and  impose  loans  &om  necessity  and  stick  to  a  cause  u 
sacred  as  our  own  existence. 

The  citizens  of  Mexico  bad  better  perish  than  give  np  the  independence  of 
their  country. 

We  have  no  news  from  the  interior;  bnt  the  papers  in  the  capital  announce 
that  each  day  brings  trouble  to  the  empire ;  rebeUions  spring  up  on  every  side, 
and  tbe  clei^y  no  longer  offer  the  support  tbey  promised.  Now  that  there  is 
BO  much  trouble  in  tbe  States  of  Tamaulipas,  Goabnila,  Nnevo  Leon,  and  San 
Luia,  the  centre  will  have  time  to  rest,  and  our  brothers  can  recover  their  accos- 
tomed  strength. 

We  are  united  and  compact.  The  presidential  queetion  passed  without  dis- 
turbance and  we  continue  to  acknowledge  the  government  of  SeBor  Juarez.  It 
is  the  same  in  the  interior  ;  and  the  liberal  newapapera,  even  iu  towns  held  by 
the  empire,  defend  our  cause.  We  need  arms,  particularly  sabres  for  cavslry. 
It  is  impossible  for  us,  armed  only  with  a  rifle  or  musket,  to  contend  with  the 
French,  Austrian,  or  traitor  cavalry,  all  well  armed,  mounted,  and  equipped ; 
yet  we  do  not  sbun  battle,  and  have  often  whipped  them  in  fair. fight.  If  yon 
can  send  aome  of  these  articlea  to  this  army  corpa  it  will  give  a  new  impnlae  to 
tbe  national  cause. 

I  hope  you  will  consider  this  letter  as  tbe  expression  of  a  Mexican  who  loves 

bis  country,  and  wishes,  when  it  is  spoken  of  in  Europe,  that  the  truth  may  be 

known,  so  that  good  men  may  not  be  deceived  by  poraons  like  Forey,  who 

think  tbey  know  a  country  they  have  aeen  in  arms  and  examined  from  campa. 

I  remain,  Mr.  Komero,  your  very  attentive  and  bumble  servant, 

MANUEL  GOMEZ. 

Minister  Don  Matias  Bombbo. 


Hr.  Malglaive.  a  French  officer,  writes  to  a  friend,  whom  be  addresoes  w 
"  My  dear  Jules,"  a  letter,  dated  Monterey,  13th  of  March  last,  containing  thete 
passages: 


iiizecoyGoOQle 
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"We  are  nmniDg  like  cr&zy  people  aflw  an  eneiay  that  can't  be  canght,  I 
don't  think  they  have  the  &ct8  in  France ;  I  fear  not ;  they  would  change  pub- 
lic opioioa. 

"  If  there  is  any  good  seose  in  the  MiaeiB^ippi  coantry,  there  w  something  bad 
there,  too.  The  capture  of  Bagdad  by  their  regimeota  frightened  them,  and 
DOW  they  are  as  gentle  as  lamba.  Yet  it  was  a  good  time  for  war.  The  indi- 
nct  eacDuragement  th«y  ^re  to  the  border  bands  only  prolougs  an  absurd  con- 
test that  will  ruin  the  country  and  be  fatal  to  ua.  The  sitoation  is  the  same ; 
we  do  not  advance  towards  peace. 

'■  If  the  Emperor  will  not  withdraw  his  forces  till  the  present  empire  is  firmly 
eatsblished,  he  will  have  to  keep  Aem  here  ibr  twenty  or  thirty  years  t" 

The  some  offieer,  in  another  letter  fiom  Monterey,  of  the  23d  of  the  some 
nonth,  says  ; 

"  The  merchants  of  Tampico  have  lost  fiOO,000  dollars  tbrongh  the  seoond 
eommauder,  who  could  not  protect  a  convoy  he  persuaded  the  traders  to  accept 
tad  organize.  The  people  are  becoming  discouraged,  even  the  beat  disposed) 
because,  after  persuading  them  to  defend  themselves,  we  desert  them  and  leave 
tbem  at  the  mercy  of  bands  that  assemble  to  crush  them  It  is  said  MozimiliaD 
declared  he  waa  beloved  by  his  people,  and  had  no  need  of  assistance.  I  think 
he  is  mistaken  ;  but  maybe  he  is  wiser  than  many  who  think  him  a  fool,  and 
the  nnmber  is  large.  He  says :  '  Peace  is  firm,  and  the  government  founded 
npon  the  wiafiet  of  the  people  is  strengthening.'  A  man  must  be  very  impudent 
to  tell  such  lies  to  a  nation  as  is  done  every  month  throngh  the  Uoniteur  to 
France.  We  did  wrong  to  come  here ;  we  should  have  declared  our  wishes  ;  but 
the  wine  is  drawn  and  we  must  drink  it ;  we  are  compidled  to  accept  the  situation. 
"  Except  Vera  Cruz,  which  communicates  with  the  interior,  all  the  other  ports 
ire  blockaded  by  rebels,  and  the  revenues  ar«  lessened  so  much.  If  yon  Lave 
money  to  invest  do  not  put  it  in  MeTicau  loans,  pnblic  or  private. 

"If  yon  have  friends  whg  wish  to  emigrate,  dissuade  them  from  these  shores, 
fsleely  said  to  be  covered  with  golden  sands." 

Another  French  officer,  who  does  not  sign  bis  name,  but  writes  on  paper 
clamped  A.  B.,  from  Uonterey,  the  I7th  of  March,  speaking  of  Commander 
Stiaot's  check  at  Panne,  says : 

"  Seven  officers  were  killed,  and  one  prisoner  with  twenty  men.  Thanks  to 
TreviSo  they  have  not  been  shot;  and  yet,  from  the  way  ve  behave  towards 
tbem,  they  ought  to  have  been. 

"  If  our  prisoners  continue  to  be  treated  as  they  have  been  for  some  time  back, 
it  will  give  us  a  good  lesson  of  clemency.  But  we  dread  it  almost  as  much  as 
the  execution  of  our  comrades. 

"  This  is  a  sad  war,  a  distressed  country.     Maximilian's  arrival  has  made 
intervention  impossible,  and  his  policy  is  detested  everywhere,  by  all  parties." 
Od  the  93d  he  said  : 

"  Supporting  a  stupid  cause,  not  to  the  glory  of  the  country  nor  for  the  peace 
of  the  homestead,  without  the  inspiration  of  the  sacred  fire  of  a  noble  cause,  I 
see  the  years  roll  on.  I  will  not  write  much  j  but  let  me  tell  you,  both  the 
emperor  and  we  are  disappointed.  Intervention  will  fail ;  there  is  no  longer 
any  confidence ;  the  empire  has  no  faithful  partisans ;  the  clerical  party  is  hostile, 
mii  the  liberal  party  is  making  open  war  upon  it,  or  betrays  iL  In  a  few  years 
Maximilian  the  adventurer  will  return  to  Miramar  to  enjoy  the  luxury  of  his 
e&ios  in  Mexico.  It  is  French  money  he  will  be  spending,  for  the  French 
iteosury  pays  all  expenses  here,  civil  as  well  as  military,  Belgians  and  Anstrians. 
"Poor  France  I  How  they  rob  yon  of  your  treasure  and  spill  your  blood! 
Maximilian  only  reigns  where  his  armies  are  stationed ;  there  are  some  cities 
that  have  changed  gDvemors  three  or  four  times  in  one  year." 

Mr  G.  Colnl,  a  French  officer,  writes  from  Monterey,  the  S4th,  to  a  certain 
Mr.  Bernard ; 
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"  AffairB  could  not  be  in  a  woiee  condition  than  the7  are  at  present ;  all  it 
anarchy ;  every  thing  totters  and  tmnbles  on  all  aides.  Uany  of  onr  pretended 
friends  are  false,  and  of  late  fortune  has  gone  against  ns.  We  take  no  prisonen 
now,  and  the  wounded  are  despatched ;  it  is  a  war  of  saragefl,  unworthy  of 
Enropeana.  The  Belgians  with  us  are  dissatisfied,  and  want  to  return  by  the 
first  of  September.  Such  ia  the  aspect  of  military  aJEFairs,  not  to  mention  Ameri- 
cons  and  niggers  who  often  join  the  rebel  band#,  to  the  number  of  two  or  three 
tfaousand,  and  sometimes  more.  Such  ia  onr  condition  after  four  yeara  ahooting 
and  murdering  in  every  direction.     That  will  ahow  the  adfbction  the  natirea  have 

"  As  to  civil  affairs,  there  are  no  civiliana  but  those  who  have  all  to  gain  ud 
nothing  to  lose  by  accepting  service  nnder  the  tottering  empire.  Tha  treaaury 
ia  empty ;  there  is  not  a  city  that  can  pay  its  own  expenses ;  aad  yet  tbe 
custom-houses  charge  high  rates  for  everything,  making  living  very  expensive. 

"  In  concluflion,  the  genial  opiniou  is,  among  French  as  well  as  foreignen 
of  all  nationa,  that  we  are  in  a  desperate  sitnatiou,  which  is  growing  worseever; 
day  ;  and  after  sufiering  incredibly  and  spending  millions  we  will  have  nothing 
to  show  for  it." 

Another  officer,  whose  aignature  seems  to  be  Daley,  sends  this  short  miuive 
to  bis  mother ; 

"MoNTEBSV,  March  S5,  18G6. 

"Dear  Mothbb;  I  have  returned  to  Monterey  after  an  expedition  of  one 
month  into  the  country.  Affairs  are  no  better.  Three  companies  of  our  regiment 
were  entirely  destroyed  iu  a  fight  with  the  liberala,  and  yet  the  French  govern- 
ment persists  in  declaring  the  country  at  peace.  I  am  in  good  health,  and  wish 
you  the  same." 


'•  Mbxico,  April  23,  1866.       | 

"To  General  Douay,  I 

"  Commander  of  the  Firtt  Division,  SalliUo  :  \ 

(After  a  long  talk  abont  wine  and  brandy  intended  for  the  general's  table,  the    j 

letter  continues  thus :) 

"Affairs  are  becoming  more  and  more  pleasant  in  Mexico.     I  have  charge  of    . 
the  Belgians  and  Austrians,  the  greatest  spendthrifts  in  the  world.     There  ii    i 
something  in  the  public  horizon,  and  I  think  it  will  lead  to  Maximilian's  de-    , 
partnre.     If  we  retire  the  German  power  is  lost.     Such  is  the  reward  of  four 
years  of  war  and  labor.     I  have  nothing  more  to  say  ;  hut  if  I  could  have  an 
interview  with  you  I  could  tell  something  that  would  astonish  you. 

"I  repeat  the  assurance,  dear  general,  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

'■  TISSEROT, 
"  httatdant  for  two  month*  andjbwteen  daj/t." 


"  Corps  op  Mexico,  Cabinet  op  the  Makshal-in-Ghibp, 

••  Mfoco.  Aprii  2S,  1S6S. 
"  To  Commander  Seioland, 

"  Aide-de-camp  of  General  Douay  : 

*  *  *  *  ***  «* 

"  Yon  tell  me  that  the  general  was  diapleaaed  because  hia  excellency  did  not 

let  the  base  calumnies  against  him  go  unnoticed.     It  iseectaiu  that  the  general's 

reputation  would  not  have  suffered  more  by  it  in  the  eyes  of  tbe  £mperor  than 

in  the  opinion  of  the  marshal. 
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"It  would  be  hard  to  discover  the  origin  of  the  infomuttion,  and  the  nwrshal 
ujB  it  would  be  giving  too.  much  importance  to  the  report  to  iavestigate  its 
tonrce.  We  heard  it  through  the  chief  of  police,  who  ie  now  not  to  be  foond, 
bnt  who  thonght  it  well  to  tell  as  of  it  before  commnnicating  it  to  the  Empe- 
ror's cabinet.  That  ia  what  I  had  to  comma nicate.  Now  I  mnst  tell  yon  con- 
fidentially something  to  be  known  only  entre  ttout:  I  don't  admire  the  young 
people  yon  have  around  yon.  They  are  all  agreeable,  even  those  without  epan- 
lettet,  and  I  eboald  not  dislike  them  ;  bnt  they  are  too  young,  and  youth  cannot 
tuve  sense.  They  think  their  general  must  coincide  with  them  in  opinion,  and 
they  write  to  France  storiea  that  are  perfectly  miracnlona.  I  kuow  General 
Dousy's  upright  and  loyal  character  too  well  to  attribute  to  him  the  nonsense 
that  is  circulated  in  the  French  capital,  and  which  comes  back  to  me  in  the 
strangest  manner  poaeible. 

"  L.  DE  NOUE." 

The  nnderstgned,  secretary  of  the  Mexican  legation  in  Washington,  certifies 
tliat  the  two  preceding  letters  in  Spanish,  one  signed  by  M.  Escobedo  and  the 
otber  by  Uanuel  Gomez,  are  true  copies  of  the  originals,  subscribed  by  General 
Don  Mariano  Escobedo,  goremor  of  the  State  of  New  Leon  and  general- in-cbief 
of  the  northern  army  corps,  and  by  the  licentiate,  Don  Manuel  Gomez,  civil  and 
military  secretary  of  the  same.  I  also  certify  that  the  foregoing  extracts  of 
French  letters  are  taken  from  an  intercepted  correspondence  received  at  this 


legslion. 
Wa8BI.\oton,  June  27,  1866. 


IGNACIO  MARISCAL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sellor  Romero. 

Befabtmbnt  of  State, 

WaihingtoH,  July  33,  18fi6. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
tbe  10th  instant,  containing  copies  of  a  circular  which  yon  had  lately  printed, 
giving  extracts  &om  letters  written  by  French  and  Belgian  soldiers  at  Monterey 
sod  tialtillo  ;  for  the  infonuatiou  contained  in  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my 
thanks. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  assurances  of  my  moat  dis- 
linguished  considefatioD. 


SeEior  Don  M.  Bohbro,  fy:.,  Ifc.,  lie. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


No.  S6. 
Sdlor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TranslalioD.] 
Hexicak  Lbqation  in  thb  United  States  of  America, 

WiuktHglOH,  July  21,  1860. 

Hr.  Sbcbrtarv  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  send  you,  for  the  information  of  the 

government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  a  commnnication  of  the  15th  of  June 

last,  addressed  to  me  from  Amatlan  by  General  Don  Alejandro  Garcia,  second 
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in  cominaiid  on  the  eaetcm  line  of  the  Mexican  repablic,  ia  reply  to  my  urcakr 
of  the  S6th  of  April  touching  the  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French  anny, 
which  I  Bent  to  him,  and  copies  of  which  I  cncloecd  to  yon  with  my  letter  of 
the  9th  of  .May  following. 

I  accept  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  asBarances  o( 
my  moet  distingnisbed  consideration.  • 

M.  BOMEBO. 

Hon,  William  H.  Skwabu,  I/v.,  Ife.,  tfc. 


MEXICAN  REPUBLIC,  IIBADQUARTBBS  OP  THE  EASTERN  LI.\B — SECOND  CBNEBAL 
IN   CHIEF. 

Amatlan,  Jttne  15,  1866. 

Citizen  Minister  :  I  report  to-day  to. the  citizen  minister  of  foreign  rela- 
tions of  the  rcpnblic  as  follows  : 

"  I  recently  received  a  printed  correspondence  (No.  7)  from  the  Mexican 
legation  in  the  United  States  of  America,  dated  Washington,  2Gth  of  April  la«t. 
in  which  oni  minister  plenipotentiary,  citizen  Matiaa  Romero,  sends  a  trans- 
lated copy  of  the  principal  documents  sent  by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
to  the  39th  Congress,  at  the  request  of  the  House  of  Repreaentativea,  in  relation 
to  tfae  Mexican  question. 

"  As  I  do  not  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  correspondence,  considering  its 
source,  nor  the  correctnesa  of  the  translation  of  the  documents  quoted,  as  uey 
are  certified  by  the  secretary  of  the  Mexican  legation,  citizen  Ignacio  Mariscal, 
I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  supreme  government  to  the  contradietioD 
between  some  declarations  of  those  documents  and  certain  facts  transpiring  in 
this  part  of  tbe  republic,  under  my  command,  so  that  yon  may  communicate 
them  to  tbe  Fresident  of  tbe  repnblic,  to  be  acted  on  as  bo  may  think  best. 

"  In  note  No.  17,  addressed  by  Mr.  Seward  to  Marquis  Montholon  on  the  ISth 
of  February  last,  analyzing  Mr.  Uronyn  de  Lhnys's  of  tbe  9th  of  January, 
among  other  things  tbe  following  words  of  the  French  minister  are  quoted  : 

" '  On  tbe  other  hand,  we  admit  as  well  as  they  [tbe  United  States]  tbe  prin- 
ciple of  non-intervention.  From  this  moment  we  return  to  oiir  principle  of  non- 
intervention, and  we  accept  it  as  a  rale  of  conduct.' 

"  This  was  said  by  tbe  French  minister  to  tbe  American  minister  on  the  9th 
of  January.  Kow,  1  take  tbe  liberty  of  pointing  out  to  yon  the  contradiction 
that  is  working  here  on  this  line  between  facts  and  the  official  promise,  so  that 
tbe  government  of  the  republic  may  not  fail  to  know  it,  on  account  of  its  great 
distance  from  tlieee  regions. 

"  The  Bo-called  imperial  government  sent  an  armed  expedition  here  in  March 
last  to  conquer  the  coast  towns  that  have  continaed  to  obey  the  republican  gov- 
ernment. 

"  The  expedition  of  infiintry  and  cavalry  would  never  bavo  succeeded  in  getting 
as  it  did  hut  for  the  aid  of  tbe  French  war  steamers  Tempdte,  Diligente,  Pique, 
and  Tactique,  and  one  other  I  have  forgotten. 

"  These  five  steamers,  with  French  flags  and  four  hundred  men,  iufiintry  and 
marines,  came  up  to  TIacotalpam  on  the  24lh  of  March,  while  the  imperial 
troops  went  round  by  Omeaica,  forcing  me  to  evacuate  that  place,  the  seat  of 
government  and  headquarters  of  the  eastern  line,  with  tbe  few  loyal  forces  that 
garrisoned  it. 

"  Soon  afterwards  I  collected  all  tbe  loyal  Mexican  troops  in  tfae  State,  and 
laid  siege  to  TIacotalpam  to  recover  it  from  the  Mexican  trtutors  who  held  it, 
aided  by  tbe  five  French  vessels,  that  continued  to  cannonade  us  so  vigorously 
we  could  not  retake  it. 

"  I  mnet  here  add  that  on  the  attack  of  the  6th,  when  our  soldiers  had  already 
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penetrated  some  of  the  atreets,  and  were  threatening  Zaragoza  square,  into  vbich 
we  had  forced  the  enemy,  the  French  vessela,  knowiag  we  had  do  artillery, 
began  to  bombard  the  town,  and  did  much  damage  to  the  bouses  and  hanDlesR 
iohabituitB. 

"  Beaides  these  acts,  which  are  daily  repeated,  there  are  others  not  less  9a- 
giaot  in  Vera  Cmz,  where  the  French  packet  arriTed  on  the  10th'  instant  with 
fire  huDdred  soldiere  for  the  army  of  the  so-called  empire,  that  landed  in  the 
cit^  and  immediately  set  oat  for  Mexico. 

"  From  this,  citizen  minister,  yon  will  learn  that  the  French  are  not  practicing 
interrentioQ  in  this  country,  and  yon  will  please  so  inform  the  President  of  the 
lepablic  that  he  may  act  in  the  case  as  ho  thinks  proper." 

AH  of  'whjch  I  transcribe  for  yonr  information  and  proper  action. 

ALEJiNDEO  GARCIA. 

Citizen  Matias  Rombro, 

Envoy  Erlrtiordinary  and  Minuter  PltftipolaUiary 

of  the  ReptthHr.  in  the  V.  S.  of  America,  Waihington  City. 

■Washington,  Juty  21,  1866. 
"""^^ '  IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


■    No.  27. 
Mr.  Seunrd  to  SeMor  Ranera. 

Dbpabthbnt  op  Statb, 

Wathington,JMly  31,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  Vo  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of 
the  21et  instant)  containing  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  yon  by 
General  Garcia  on  the  subject  of  the  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French,  for 
the  informatioD  contained  in  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurancei  of  my  distin- 
fished  consideration. 


Seuor  Don  Hatias  Romrro,  ifc,  !fc.,  !fc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


SeAor  Romero  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Traiulatton.] 

Washington,  Ju/y  21, 1860. 
Mv  PEAK  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  some  extracts  of  two  letters 
received  by  the  last  steamer  from  Vera  Gnu,  one  of  the  29th  of  June,  from  the 
City  of  Uexico,  and  the  other  from  Fuebla,  dated  the  Sth  instant,  contaming 
important  information  of  reported  arrangements  lately  entered  into  between  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  and  his  Mexican  agent,  the  Austrian  ex-Archduke 
Ferdinand  HaJcimilian.  I  am  promised  to  have  a  copy  of  the  convention  therein 
referred  to  ;  as  soon  as  it  reaches  me,  I  will  enclose  it  to  yon. 

This  is  ibe  information  I  alluded  to  in  my  conversation  with  yon  in  the  De- 
partment of  State  this  morning. 

I  am,  sir,  very  reapectfiilly,  yonr  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  t[c.,  ifc.,  ^. 


U.  ROHEKO. 
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Mbxico,  Jutte  29, 1866. 

Here  is  the  Bnbstance  of  the  negotiatiouB  between  Mr.  Dane,  the  French  mio- 
ister,  and  Uaximilian ; 

France  will  leave  20,000  men  in  Mexico  for  four  jreara,  to  be  paid  ont  of 
the  French  troamry.  They  vill  aaeame  the  title  of  Mexican  aoldierB,  only 
changing  their  flag  and  uniform.  France  will  contribute  five  bundred  tbonund 
dollars  a  month  to  the  deficit  of  the  civil  liet.  Collection  of  the  revenues  will 
be  intruBted  entirely  to  the  IlVench. 

Two  hundred  thousand  dollars  will  be  appropriated  mondily  to  the  railroad 
between  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  road  will  be  mortgaged  for  the  Frencb 
debt,  the  certificates  of  the  last  loans  being  exchanged  for  railroad  bonds. 

Such  is  the  substance  of  the  contract.  Troops  had  begun  to  march  npon 
San  Luis,  and  twenty  thousand  suits  of  clothing  had  been  contracted  for.  The 
so-called  "  Cazadores  Mejicauos "  will  continue  to  wear  the  French  tnedaU. 
fiazMue  will  soon  start  for  San  Luis.  I  understand  that  Jeaningroa  has  been 
ordered  to  reoccupy  Matamoroe,  at  all  hazards.  The  loss  of  Matamoras  was  the 
cause  of  mutual  recrimination  between  Maximilian  and  Bazainc,  and  the  discord 
was  increased  by  the  decree  revoking  the  pension  granted  by  the  tepnblic  lo 
the  fiunily  of  General  Zarogoza,  the  CDU^ueror  of  the  French  at  Pueblo. 

I  will  send  yon  a  copy  of  the  convention  alluded  to,  by  the  next  steamer. 


Washixoton,  July  21,  1866. 
IGNO.  MAUI8CAL.  Sfcretarr/. 


PUBBLO,  July  5,  18G6. 

Much  ESTEEMED  Sir:     •  *  *  •  •  * 

*  *  *  Since  the  promise  of  France  to  observe  the  principles 

of  non-intervention,  it  is  observed  that  its  army  continues  to  sustain  the  govern- 
ment erected  in  Mexico  ;  and  the  means  resorted  to  in  sustaining  and  consoli* 
dating  the  throne  seem  exceedingly  strange. 

Reliable  papers  from  Mexico  report  that  Maximilian  has  concluded  a  conven- 
tion with  Dano,  the  French  minister.  Its  bases  are  :  That  an  army  of  twenty 
thousand  men,  composed  of  the  Austrians  and  Belgians  now  fighting,  with  the 
French  that  are  to  be  disbanded  in  order  to  enter  the  Mexican  service,  are  to 
remain.  France  is  to  contribute  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  month  for 
four  years,  and  will  supply  the  deficit  of  the  civil  list. 

Tbe  general  opinion  here  is,  that,  in  spite  of  the  solemn  promises  made  by 
France  to  tbe  United  States,  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  army  will  not  be 
effected  in  good  faith,  for  it  is  hard  to  give  up  a  work  that  has  cost  so  mucli 
blood  and  money. 


WAsainoTQH,  July  21,  1666. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MABISCAL,  StereUiry. 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Seftor  Romero. 

Dbpastmbnt  of  State, 

WoMhingtoK,  July  25, 1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  commanicatiOD  of 
the  Sitflt  iDHtant,  containing  gome  extracts  of  letten  received  by  yon  from  the 
aties  of  Mexico  and  Puebia,  bearing  on  the  qneation  of  French  intervention  in 
Mexico.    Please  accept  my  thanka  for  the  information. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  rencv  to  yon  the  assurances  of  my  most 
diidogaished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
SeBor  Don  Matia8  Rombro,  tfc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


StUor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TraniUtioii.] 
Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  ok  America, 

Wathington,  July  24,  1866. 

Hr.  Sbcrbtary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  the  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  5th  instant  from 
\  reliable  person  in  the  city  of  Mexico  ;  also  three  extracts  from  La  Sociedad, 
a  paper  of  tbat  cUy,  which  were  enclosed  in  the  letter. 

Attention  is  called  in  the  letter  to  two  circalars  contained  in  the  extracts 
iganed  by  the  so-called  prefects  of  Darango  and  Queretaro,  in  regard  to 
lite  enliatment  of  volnnteere  in  two  corps  of  chasseurs,  which  are  organix- 
ing,  with  others  of  th^same  kind,  by  the  ex-Archdnke  Ferdinand  Maxi- 
milifln,  to  form  an  army  to  sustain  his  usurpation  when  tlie  French  flsg  is  with- 
drawn from  Mexico. 

From  the  enclosed  circulars  it  appears  that  the  new  army  is  to  be  composed 
of  Mexicana  and  French,  the  latter  in  greater  majority  as  solditrs  and  especially 
officera.  As  a  proof  of  this  last  assertion  the  first  battalion  of  cazadorcs  was 
formed  of  Mexicans,  and  nearly  half  of  the  eighty-first  regiment  of  the  line  of  the 
French  army  now  in  Mexico,  and  most  all  the  officers  were  French.  Ont  of  28 
oEcera  in  those  battalions  oalv  two  are  of  Mexican  descent,  all  the  others  being 
French,  aa  the  names  will  show.  This  is  seen  in  the  list  published  by  the 
so-called  minister  of  war  of  the  usurper,  on  the  30th  of  June  last,  contained  in 
ime  of  the  enclosed  extracts.  All  of  them  came  oat  of  the  invadiog  army,  and 
being  promoted  one  grade,  thoy  now  enter  the  army  that  is  to  support  tho 

These  particulars  confirm  the  report  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you 
ill  my  letter  of  the  31at,  in  regard  to  the  late  arrangements  between  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon  and  hie  agent  in  Mexico,  to  sustain  him  in  the  position  where 
French  bayonets  have  placed  him  when  France  has  withdrawn  her  flag,  but  not 
\aa  soldiers,  irom  Mexico. 

My  desire  that  the  United  States  be  duly  informed  of  the  most  important 
poetical  events  occurring  in  Mexico  during  the  present  crisis  has  induced  me 
to  eive  yon  the  information  contained  in  the  present  note. 

faecept  the  opportunity  of  renewing  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  asenrnnces 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 
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[EDctomre  No.  1.] 

Mexico,  Jw/y  5,  1S66. 

I  Beod  a  circular  for  the  cuiiBCment  of  volunteers,  published  ia  Dnraogo. 
Toil  will  Bee  by  it  that  Maiimilian  isorganizinga  Mexican  army,  formingcorps 
of  caxadore*  de  Mejieo,  hy  the  time  the  French  leave,  which  will  bo  Boon. 
These  corps  will  be  composed  of  three  or  five  per  cent,  of  Mexicans,  and  the 
rest  foreigners,  that  is,  French.  The  best  evidence  of  thig  is,  that  the  inain 
body  of  the  first  battalion  of  cazadores  ia  fonned  of  one  thotuaod  men  taken 
from  the  Slst  re^ment  of  the  line  of  the  French  army.  The  object  of  this  is 
to  retain  the  French  army  and  call  it  Mexican.  Yoa  will  see  by  the  paper  eZ' 
tracts  I  send  that  oat  of  twenty-eight  officers  of  the  cazadores,  there  arc  only 
two  Mexicans.  The  French  sergeants  have  been  promoted  to  snbaltems,  and 
the  latter  raised  to  captains.     A  few  sonthem  rebels  have  been  taken  into  the 

The  French  Colonel  De  Portier,  known  aa  the  tcourge  in  the  city  of  Mexico, 
and  aa  the  aiaossin  in  Michoacan,  will  remain  as  general. 

Bazaine  has  gone  inland  to  make  these  arrangements ;  and  thongh  it  is  said 
he  will  go  back  to  France  in  September  with  three- fourths  of  the  French  ann^. 
there  is  little  appearance  of  it  at  present. 

•_*  •  »  *  *  *  ■ 

Washi\gton,  July  24,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secrttary. 


[Encloeure  No.  2.] 
CIVIL  PREFECTtBH  OF  DfRANOO,  SECTION  3,  NO.  448. 

UuRA.\oo,  Jime  15,  1866. 

His  majesty  the  emperor,  and  his  excellency  Marshal  Bazaine,  having  de- 
termined to  raise  a  battalion  of  foot  cazadorei,  similar  to  those  in  the  French 
army,  the  prefect  charges  yon  to  open  an  office  for  the  enlistment  of  volnnteers 
withia  your  district,  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  for  recruiting  volnoteera 
of  the  1st  of  November,  paying  twenty-five  dollars  to  each  volunteer,  after  con- 
forming to  articles  S9  and  60  of  the  law  referred  to. 

The  infantry  battalion  of  cazadores  shall  be  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the 
French  battalion,  and  shall  consist  of  French  and  Mexican  officers  and  soldiers. 
The  soldiers  of  this  body  ahail  be  governed  by  the  rules  of  the  French  army, 
paid  regularly,  and  all  their  necessiticB  supplied.  Corporal  punishment  shall 
not  be  inflicted. 

When  not  on  duty  they  may  go  out  of  their  quarters,  and  leave  to  visit  tbeir 
families  may  be  given  to  those  who  conduct  themselves  properly. 

When  their  term  of  service  is  out  they  are  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  dis- 
charge, und  shall  not  be  farced  into  military  service  again. 

Mexican  soldiers  who  give  proofs  of  courage  and  intelligence  shall  be  made 
officers,  according  to  merit  and  time  of  service.  ThoBo  in  the  rural  guards  giv- 
ing evidence  of  merit  may  be  transferred  to  the  battalion  of  eazadorcs  with 
their  same  rank. 

When  the  battalion  is  first  organized  intelligent  Mexicans  may  be  made  cor- 
porals and  sergeants. 

The  recruiting  flag  shall  be  hoisted  on  the  1st  of  July  over  the  headquarters 
in  thia  capital,  Pearle  street.  No.  IS. 
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Tbe  above  I  commniiicate  to  rou  hj  order  of  the  prefect,  to  be  pat  in  execu- 
tion, mi  Ton  ore  bereby  ordered  to  have  tbe  eame  made  public 

LADISLAO  LOPEZ  NEGBETE 

Seerttary  General  of  Ike  Prefectitre. 
Captain  Uanubl  Fbrnandkz, 

Acting  Militarff  Commander. 

[EDclorare  No.  X] 

In  regard  to  the  organization  of  Mexican  forcea,  and  tbe  formation  of  tbe 
^Koad  ^Italion  of  cazadores,  the  Esperanza  of  Queretaro  bets  : 

"  B/  Older  of  tbe  eiril  prefect  we  insert  tbe  following  circttiar,  directed  to  the 
district  offidalB,  to  protect  and  encourage  the  enlistment  of  soldiers  for  that  dia- 
tingviibed  carps.  We  have  little  to  add  to  wbat  is  said  in  the  circnlar  about 
ibr  piefect'a  Tiewa  according  with  those  of  tbe  emperor  of  giving  power  and 
iaflneaee  to  the  Mexican  army.  Every  citizen,  whatever  his  conation,  sbonld 
^d  ia  this  good  work,  and  to  show  him  bow  to  do  it,  we  call  his  particular 
atl«atioD  to  the  circular. 

"  The  prefect  baa  done  welt  to  have  a  large  quantity  printed  and  published, 
aod  extensively  diatribnted  throngbont  the  country." 

Ilere  ia  tbe  circular  to  which  the  Queretaro  paper  refers  : 

"CIVIL    PBBPItCTURS   OP   THB   UEPABTME.VT   OP  UUKBBTASO. 

"  Ciradar. 

"Ju.XB  20,  1866. 

"  Bf  order  of  his  majesty's  government,  the  second  battalion  of  cazadore$ 
di  Mtjieo  is  organizing  in  this  city,  to  form  the  new  permanent  army  of  Mexico, 
with  others  fonning  in  difTerent  localities,  conforming  in  every  way  to  the  French 
amy. 

"For  this  pnrpose  a  recruiting  office  is  cstablisbcd  in  this  city,  at  tbe  San 
Fnoctacn  barracks,  where  all  volunteers  will  be  received  every  day,  from  half 
pan  eight  to  half  past  nine  in  the  morning. 

"The  term  o^volnnteer  service  is  2,  3,  4,  6,  6,  and  7  years. 

"They  will  be  well  treated  and  attended  to  according  to  the  regulations  of 
tbe  French  army,  supplied  with  clothing,  sfaoea,  food,  bedding.  Sec,  &c.>  and 
^bal]  have  the  same  pay  as  the  zouaves. 

"The  enlisting  volunteer  mnst  have  these  qnaliGcations : 

'■  1.  Age  between  eighteen  and  thirty-five  years. 

"2.  Health  good,  and  of  ordinary  size. 

"  3.  Condition,  sinde,  or  widower  without  children. 

"  I.  Conduct  orderly,  and  convicted  of  no  infamous  putiisbment. 

"Hi*  majesty's  government  hopes  to  restore  the  Mexican  army  to  its  former 
splendor,  when  the  country  was  prosperous.  Constituted  in  the  proper  manner, 
«ith  the  aid  of  the  loyal  sons  of  tbe  nation,  and  those  who  adopt  the  noble  pro- 
(mmn  of  arms,  it  will  become  in  a  short  time  a  great  moral  and  brave  army,  a 
*orthy  rival  of  armies  of  tbe  most  civilized  nations,  because  its  constituent 
basis  will  be  the  French  array,  acknowledged  over  all  the  globe  to  be  tbe  best 
in  organization,  instruction,  and  discipline. 

"His  Majesty  B  government  and  its  agents  desire  to  elevate  the  Mexican 
roldier,  to  inspire  him  with  a  noble  and  just  pride,  to  make  bim  understand  that 
te  ia  no  longer  a  war  machine,  but  a  citizen  of  tbe  most  honorable  class  in  the 
Mimtry  ;  while  eocietv  will  confess  that  he  merits  all  its  sympathy  and  care,  as 
as  integral  portion  of'^tbe  power  that  constitutes  tbe  firmest  support  of  sodal 
order. 
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"  The  officerH,  sergeants,  and  corporals  of  the  second  battalion  of  cazadorcs 
are  selected  from  Mexicans  and  French.  Mr.  Deville  Ghabrol,  its  comnunder, 
is  worthy  of  his  position,  and  knows  how  to  treat  a  soldier. 

"  I  send  yon  this  circnlar  by  order  of  the  civil  prefect.  Yon  will  have  it 
distribnted  extensively  among  the  citizens  who  can  appreciate  its  importance, 
and  enconrage  them  by  aJI  lawiiil  means  to  enlist. 

"  I  enclose  a  blank  certificate  to  be  given  to  those  who  wish  to  enlist  to 
tbey  may  appear  at  once  before  the  administrative  council  at  the  San  Francisco 
batracks,  under  the  conditions  expressed  in  paragraph  five  of  this  circular. 

"  The  prefect  relies  upon  your  zeal  and  intelligence  for  the  proper  ezecntian 
of  this  order. 

"J.  ANTONIO  SEPTIEN, 

"Acting  Seeretary  Ge$ural. 

"  The  SuB-FREPKCT  of  tht  diitricl  of,"  Ifc. 

The  Esperanza  continues : 

"  We  take  much  pleasure  in  informing  the  public  that  the  second  battalion  of 
cazadores  is  fast  filling  up  with  the  best  men  ia  the  country,  both  MexieiDg 
and  French,  who  are  on  excellent  terms;  and  when  others  see  how  well  those 
enlisted  are  treated,  the  ranks  wilt  soon  be  filled  in  epite  of  predictions  to  the 
contrary. 

"  Why  cannot  we  Mexicans  form  an  army  worthy  of  the  name,  such  as  we 
bad  in  former  limes,  free  from  the  demoralization  of  revolutionaiy  corruption  1" 


[Enclosore  No.  4.] 
WAR  DEPAETUENT. 

H  POK  THE  NBWLV 

Federico  Mosao,  lieutenant  first  battalion ;  Manuel  Omelas,  lieutenant  firU 
battalion  ;  Amado  Alfredo  Bourlou,  second  lieutenant  second  battalion ;  Pedro 
Marcelo  Casserrane,  second  lientenant  second  battalion ;  Jos^  Enrique  Cham- 
pelon,  second  lieutenant  second  hatallion ;  Francisco  Petavy,  second  lieutenant 
second  battalion ;  Juan  Millia,  second  lieatenant  second  battalion ;  Laia  Adrian 
Falconnet,  second  lientenant  second  battalion  ;  Esteban  Deeiderio  Falavantoni. 
second  lieutenant  second  battalion ;  Enriqne  Fmncieco  Alejandro  Monille, 
second  lieutenant  second  battalion  ;  Isidore  Luis  Tramblay,  second  licutenanl 
second  battalion ;  Juan  Engenio  Connay,  second  lieutenant  fonrtb  battalion ; 
Juan  Jos6  Eugenio  Uizar,  second  lieutenant  fourth  battalion ;  Juan  Chidel, 
second  lientenant  fit^h  battalion ;  Claudio  Augusts  Clement,  second  lieutenut 
filth  battalion ;  Javier  Sorobaiue,  second  lieutenant  fiflh  battalion ;  Hipolita 
Moyuier,  captain  in  the  seventh  battalion ;  Jorge  Francisco  Borwell,  captain  in 
the  seventh  battalion;  Nicolas  Schmitt,  captain  in  the  eighth  battalion;  Julio 
Corey,  second  lieutenant  eighth  battalion ;  Benjamin  Hedon,  second  lieuteninl 
eighth  battalion  ;  Luis  Eugenio  Francomnn,  second  lieatenant  eighth  battalion; 
Florencio  Lois  Aynar,  second  lieutenant  eighth  battalion;  Angel  Bonbain  San- 
tori,  second  lieutenant  eighth  battalion;  Juan  Jos^  Maria  Certain,  second  lieu- 
tenant eighth  battalion  j  Luis  E.  Fernando  Francisco  Champ^euz,  second  lien- 
tenant eighth  battalion  cazadores ,-  Fernando  Carlos  Cbervillon  y  Iiois,  second 
lieutenant  eighth  battalion  cazadores. 

J.  M.  MARQUEZ, 
Acting  Sterelary  of  War. 

Mexico,  June  30,  186C. 
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No.  31. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Setor  Romero. 

Dbpabthbnt  of  State, 

Wathington,  July  30,  1666. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cotamnnication  of 
ibe  34th  iiutant,  containing  a  cop^  of  a  letter  addreased  to  ;on  from  the  city 
of  Mexico;  also  some  extracts  from  a  paper  called  "  La  Sociedad,"  published 
in  (bat  dtj,  for  the  information  contained  in  which  be  pleased  to  accept  mj 
dunks. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  asBiirancea  of  my  distinguiehed 
cowidenttion. 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWAED. 
S«fiorDoN  Matias  Bomebo,  ifc.,  ![c.  l[c. 


No.  32. 

SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Tnail^ion.] 

WASHINOT0^,  July  31,  1866. 
My  DEAR  SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  a  nomher  of  the  Temps,  of 
Puis,  published  the  17th  of  this  month,  in  which  you  will  find  a  paragraph 
ttken  &om  the  Memorial  de  la  Loire,  of  the  14th,  staling  that  a  new  detach- 
menl  of  the  so-called  Foreign  Legion,  of  Mexico,  passed  through  that  city  on 
t^  13th,  txtaa  Aix,  going  to  embvk  at  St.  Nazaire  for  Vera  Graz. 
Uoflt  reopectfnlly,  your  very  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  Ifc.,  Ifr:. 


M.  ROMERO. 


[From  tbe  "Temps,"  of  Paris,  of  July  17,  laW.] 
The  "  Memorial  de  la  Loire,"  of  the  11th  instant,  reports  that  a  new  detach- 
meat  of  tbe  Foreign  Legion,  coming  from   Aix  and  going  to  embark  at  St. 
Nuaire,  passed  yesterday,  the  13th,  liirongh  that  city. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Seflor  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Waihi)igton,  Augutt  5,  1R66. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  Stst  ultimo,  containing  a  copy  of  the  "  Temps,"  of  Paris,  in  which  is  con- 
toioed  some  information  with  regard  to  some  troops  destined  for  Mexico. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  distin- 
^ished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seiior  Do.N  M.  Romero,  4^.,  ifc.,  Ifc. 
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t-'eHor  Romero  io  Mr-  Seioard, 
[TranalBtlaa.]  . 

Washington,  Auguit  9,  1866. 

My  DBAS  SiK:  I  have  tlie  hoDor  to  eDcloBeyou an  extract  from  the  New  York 
World  of  ycHtcrday  containing  the  letter  on  Slezico  to  which  I  alluded  in  my 
interview  with  yon  tbte  morning;. 

Although  the  letter  ia  dated  in  the  tity  of  Mexico,  there  is  no  doubt  it  was 
written  in  New  York  by  agents  of  the  usurper  Maximilian,  for  the  reaeon  that 
it  is  dated  the  20tb  of  July,  and  tlie  laft  Mexican  dates  received  in  New  York 
only  come  up  to  the  10th  of  July,  and  because  it  contains  facta  that  could  not 
be  known  by  a  mere  newspaper  correspondent  in  Mexico,  and  only  by  pereoDB 
who  have  the  usurper's  confideuce  and  possess  his  secrets.  As  a  proof  of  this, 
is  the  mention  of  the  return  of  the  German  priest,  Fischer,  to  Mexico.  It  is 
not  long  since  be  was  in  this  city,  on  bis  return  from  Rome,  where  be  went  in 
the  usurper's  name,  as  you  know,  to  conclude  a  concordat  with  the  Pope. 

I  mention  this  to  show  that  the  writer  of  the  letter  is  well  acquainted  with 
the  usurper's  plans  and  secrets,  and  therefore  some  regard  is  to  be  had  for  what 
be  says  about  the  relations  of  the  Kmperor  of  the  French  with  bis  Mexican 
agent,  about  the  Emperor's  indisposal  to  withdraw  bis  forces  from  that  republic, 
and  about  the  object  of  bis  wife's  visit  to  Europe. 

As  a  general  rule  I  do  not  attach  more  importance  to  newspaper  articles  than 
you  do,  particularly  when  no  details  are  given ;  but  the  particular  circumstances 
of  this  caae  induce  me  to  call  your  attention  to  it  this  morning,  for  which  reason 
I  enclose  the  extract  to  you. 

Your  very  respec^  and  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Ifc.,  ifc.,  Ifc. 


M.  ROMERO. 


[Tftken  from  th«  New  Yoric  World,  August  S,  IH6«<.I 
[From  our  own  correapondeDt.] 

City  of  Mexico,  JkJj/  20. 
objects  of  carlotta's  visit  to  buropb. 
The  departure  of  the  empress  Carlotta  for  Europe,  altbougbat  firet  it  created 
considerable  excitement  in  Mexico,  has  gradually  come  to  aaeume  its  proper 
place  in  its  true  light,  which  is  an  effort  on  tlie  part  of  Maximilian  to  come  to 
a  definite  understanding  with  Napoleon  as  to  bis  Mexican  relations.  In  fact, 
the  policy  of  the  French  Emperor  has  been  anything  but  satisfactory  of  late. 
Napoleon  aeems  to  delight  in  ambiguoas  and  mysterious  complications,  which, 
however  tbey  may  act  upon  the  ontside  world,  are  not  particularly  edifying  to 
those  whose  destinies  hang  somewhat  on  bis  dictum.  Maximilian,  as  I  have 
repeatedly  said  in  my  letters,  is  quite  willing  that  the  French  troops  shall  leave, 
but  be  must  know  when  their  removal  is  to  be  effected.  Plane  6{  the  most  con- 
tradictory kind,  it  would  seem,  are  continually  being  adopted  at  the  Taileriea. 
Official  information  arrives  by  one  packet  that  a  definite  contract  has  been 
effected  with  the  French  Transatlantic  Steamship  Company  for  the  transportation 
next  fall  of  the  whole  French  army  of  occupation.  But  in  the  face  of  thia,  ad- 
-ditional  troops  are  constantly  arriving.  Immediately  after  the  rather  urgent 
correspondence  which  took  place  last  winter  between  Seward  and  Dronyn  dc 
Lhuys,  the  work  of  concentration  was    commenced.     Most  of  the  imperial 
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tnwH  wbicit  the  triDter  before  had  been  marched  with  such  expense  and 
trouble  into  northern  Mexico  were  withdrawn  from  Sonera  and  ChfbDabna  into 
the  table  lands  of  Anftlinac,  Mteneibly  with  the  object  of  concentrating  them 
■round  Mexico  for  a  more  easy  embareation  at  Vera  Cruz.  The  ports  of 
Aeapnlco,  Gnaj-maa,  and  Mazatlan  were  coneequenlly  left  meagrely  guarded  hr 
Franco -Meiican  garrisone,  and  all  the  adjacent  intcrioi  towns  were  abandoned. 
The  predictiona  then  made  by  the  able  General  Garnier,  who  commanded  the 
inpsnal  troops  in  that  direction,  have  been  more  tbair  verified.  Mazatlan  and 
Ousjnu  are  both  iMlated  from  the  interior ;  Tepic  ia  threatened,  and  the  work 
'rf  Iffo  years  abandoned. 

NAFOLBOX'S   MBXICA\     POLICY, 

Itappeare  now,  however,  that  this  policy,  altfaough  showing  on  ita  eurface 
ik  appearance  o(  a  retreat,  hajl  deeper  foundations,  ffapoleon,  upon  cxamin- 
iag  toe  eitnation  in  Mexico,  became  convinced  that  bis  true  coorse  was  to  keep 
IVD  ihingg  constantly  in  view :  first,  to  gain  time,  and  by  an  appearance  of  re- 
morijig  big  troops,  await  some  favorable  tarn  of  events  in  the  United  States 
■bich  would  diatmct  attention  from  Mexico  for  more  pressing  affairs  at  home; 
mi  HGondly,  that  no  number  of  troops  that  the  French  nation  would  long  snb- 
iiil  (o  his  maintaining  in  Mexico  could  possibly  occupy  so  immense  a  apace  of 
•erritorj,  and  that  concentration  would  not  only  look  like  the  preliminary  ateps 
loTtrds  enenation,  but  would  enable  him  to  act  more  effectively  where  lus 
lK»ps  are  needed. 

MEXICAN    WEALTH   AN1>    POPULATION. 

N'ow  an  examination  of  the  map  of  Mexico  ahows  that  a  vaet  majority  of  the 
popaktioD  and  wealth  of  Mexico  is  contained  in  the  central  states,  in  the  beait 
of  which  their  capital  is  sitnated.  The  cities  and  loi^e  towns,  with  a  very  few 
eicfptions,  are  found  along  the  elevated  table  lands  or  plateaux  of  the  Mexican 
(ordtllera,  known  ae  the  plains  of  Anahuac.  Probably  six  oat  of  the  eight 
miUioDB  of  the  Mexican  people  inhabit  these  regions,  famous  alike  for  tlielr  sa- 
lubrity and  productiveness.  It  is  therefore  the  possesaion  of  these  districts  that 
uialitutea  an  actual  dommation  in  Mexico.  Marshal  Bazaine  tbrcibly  demon- 
sirated  these  facts  to  the  French  government  three  years  ago,  but  the  idea  then 
**B  to  get  possession  of  the  rich  gold  and  silver  mines  of  Chihuahua,  Sinaloa, 
•lid  Sonora,  and,  by  encouraging  southern  immigration,  make  them  eventually 
fij  the  expense  of  the  intervention. 

CONCENTRATION   OF  THB   FBKNCH   AKMV. 

This  policy  has  been  abandoned,  and  the  less  expensive  but  more  reasonable 
bne  of  occupying  a  smaller  bat  more  valuable  apace  adopted.  The  withdrawal, 
■betefore,  of  the  French  and  Austrian  troops  into  central  Mexico,  while  it  will 
by  no  means  permimently  endanger  the  seaports  of  tbe  Pacific  coajit,  will  lessen 
^eeipMise,  as  well  as  consolidate  the  power  of  the  imperial  goTci:nment.  Thus, 
ifter  a  rather  vacillafing  policy  caused  by  the  contradictory  reports  from  Mex- 
Ka,  ihia  course  has  been  decided  upon.  The  troopa  have  been  concentrated 
within  a.  few  days'  call  of  each  other,  and,  to  all  appearances,  with  a  view  to 
iii*ir  (peedy  embarcatioa  next  fall ;  and  yet,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  is  fuKber 
fmm  the  intentions  o^  the  Emneror  than  an  abandonment  of  his  Mexican  enter- 
prise :  and  that  the  emperor  Maximilian  has  the  same  idea  is  evident  from  his 
I'^eiy  act,  for  the  "Sphinx  of  the  Tuileries"  appears  to  have  preserved  an  im- 
Pl^nnrbable  reserve  with  Maximilian,  as  well  as  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  as  to 
bis  nltimate  views  in  Mexico. 
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WELL  THE  TROOPS  BB  BEMOVKD. 

It  \a  precisely  at  thia  point  thnt  the  sitnation  becomes  complicnted  and  inei- 
plicftble.  Napoleon  promiBes,  in  od  ambignone  manner,  to  withdraw  his  tfoops ; 
but  at  the  eame  time  they  are  concentrated  so  ae  to  present  a  more  formidable 
front  than  ever.  It  is  officially  announced  tbat  the  emharcation  will  speedily 
take  place ;  but  every  steamer  from  Franco  brings  additional  fall  regiments  to 
take  the  place  of  the  scattering  detachmeats  returning  to  France  by  expiiation 
of  term  of  service.  Mail  steamers  and  war  Eteomers  are  announced  to  be  en 
route  fur  Mexico  to  bring  away  the  entire  army ;  but  as  "  foreign  legions  "  arriTe 
to  take  service  with  Maximilian,  both  froni  France  and  Germany,  the  available 
forces  of  the  active  yonng  emperor  are  continually  angmenting ;  for  an  indefinite 
number  of  immigrants  with  the  above  title  may  enter  the  country,  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  cannot  even  expostulate  or  get  up  any  virtuous  indignation.  During 
the  war  of  the  rebellion  the  American  government  swelled  its  ranks  by  tens  ot 
thousands  by  foreign  immigrants,  and  no  governmeut  presumed  to  question  its 
perfect  right  so  to  do. 

MAXIMILIAN  DEMANDS  AN  EXPLANATION. 

How,  then,  are  we  to  reconcile  these  fiicta  with  the  popular  idea  that  Max- 
imilian i&  to  beabandoned  by  his  European  friende  ?  Maximilian  is  in  the  dark 
BB  to  Napoleon's  inteations,  if  one  may  judge  from  appeanmcee.  Indeed,  it  is 
not  certain  that  the  French  Emperor  himself  baa  any  definite  plan  of  action,  be- 
yond a  geaeAl  fixed  idea  of  dinging  tn  hie  Mexican  enterprise  with  his  cbarac- 
terietic  teaacily  of  purpoae.  Gariotta'a  visit  to  Europe,  aa  I  have  said  above.i» 
for  the  purpose  of  having  an  eelaireittement  of  these  knotty  questions.  Veibil 
explanatians  are  always  preferable  to  written  ones,  which  as  often  complicate  as 
unravel  political  entanglements.  The  Empress,  who  ia  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plished ladies  of  Europe,  having  been  brought  up  under  the  eye  of  the  Nestor 
of  kings,  will  solve  the  riddle  concealed  witbiu  the  brain  of  Napoleon,  if  human 
ingenuity  can  accomplish  it.  As  it  stands  now  the  question  is  "very  mixed," 
to  use  a  newly  coined  phrase,  but  of  one  thing  your  readers  may  rest  assured, 
and  that  is,  whether  Napoleon  deserts  oreoutinues  to  sustain  the  Mexican  empire, 
'  Maximilian  will  remain  here  and  be  supported  by  tb^  Uexicaa  people.  What 
he  wants  is  to  know,  beyond  peradventnrc,  his  siaoding  with  France.  He  will 
not  occupy  the  position  of  a  puppet  in  the  hands  of  Napoleon.  The  Mexican 
afiair  may  be  a  very  prolific  one  lor  the  French  Emprror  to  manage,  as  polilical 
circumstances  may  suggest,  for  his  owu  glon^,  but  Stasimilian  hoe  mncli  loftier 
views  than  mere  personal  considerations,  Whatever  he  undertakes  he  never 
abandons.  Difficulties  only  nerve  him  to  greater  exertions.  To  leave  Mexico 
is  the  last  idea  to  enter  into  his  calculations  for  the  future. 

AFFAIRS  AT  TAMPICO. 

In  my  last  I  pictured  the  condition  of  affaire  by  the  latest  accounts  at  Tam- 
pico,  which,  owing  to  an  ill  judged  security  on  the  part  of  the  imperial  govcni- 
ment,  bad  been  left  to  bo  defended  by  its  citizens  against  the  liberals,  who  had 
cut  off  its  supplies  from  the  interior.  The  long  expected  aid  has  arrived,  and 
the  city,  which  I  obeervo  by  American  newspapers  was  about  to  fall  into  the 
ban  js  of  its  assailants,  has  been  relieved.  The  inhabitants,  who  had  stood  quite 
a  long  siege,  sallied  oat,  and,  joining  the  relieving  forces,  drove  the  libemls  into 
the  mountaine,  capturing  a  large  number  and  wounding  and  killing  many.  Tarn- 

fiico  may  now  be  considered  as  safe.  There  have  been  several  smart  actione 
stely,  in  which  the  imperialists  were  victorious,  aa  they  generally  ar©  when  the 
numbers  are  anytbing  like  equal. 


.Caioi^Ic 


CONDITION   OP    APFAIBB  IN  MEXICO.  93 

MATAMORAS  A5D  ITS  CAPTUBB. 

It  cannot  be  denied  b^  the  government  that  the  fall  of  Matamoros  hae  pro- 
daced  a  profoand  effect  on  all  Eidee;  not  that  the  poseeseion  or  loss  of  enoh  a 
town  in  itself  could  be  of  Bacb  earpaseing  importAnce,  but  because  its  loss  in- 
Totvn  serione  consequences,  which  call  for  an  energetic  movement  bj  the  gov- 
onment  for  its  recovery.  To  possess  Matamoras  places  the  whole  lino  of  the 
Rio  Grande  indisputably  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  aud  gives  them  a  point  from 
which  to  operate  with  more  security  with  disaffected  persons  who  have  located 
m  Texas.  The  Ere  Nonvelle,  an  influential  French  paper  published  here,  says 
that  the  blow  is  the  more  severe  from  its  being  unexpected.  "  It  was  supposea," 
rays  this  jotinial,  "  that  the  campaign  commenced  oy  General  Je&nningros,  the 
double  d^at  sustained  by  Cortinas  at  the  hands  of  Olivera.  the  increasing 
difcord  in  the  Juarist  camp,  and,  finally,  the  proximity  of  the  French  troops  in 
Naevo  Leon  and  at  Saltillo,  were  sufficient  guarantees,  if  not  for  a  complete 
pscifieation,  at  least  agunat  any  immediate  danger  of  a  disaster." 

BA2AINI1  BN  BOUTK  TO  URCAPTURB  IT. 

This,  howeTer,  is  the  only  diaoster  the  imperial  troops  have  sustained  on  this 
i\if  of  the  coatinent,  and  it  will  soon  be  remedied.  Marshal  Bozaine  has  reached 
San  Lnis  Potosi,  and  will  soon  have  effected  a  junction  with  the  Frauco-KexJcan 
forces  at  Honterey  and  Saltillo,  whence  a  legnlsr  moveniNit  will  be  made  upon 
Uataraorae  for  its  recapture.  In  fact,  I  can  state  with  certainty  that  this  poitcy 
has  been  decided  upon,  and  it  cannot  be  long  before  yon  will  hear  music  from  that 
vicinity.  Hatamoras  has  been  continually  in  a  ferment  since  the  French  occu- 
pation, passing  from  band  to  hand,  and  acquainted  with  sieges,  battles,  and  u- 
Halts.  It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  such  au  important  defeat  should  be  te- 
covered.    In  fact,  the  situation  demands  it. 

THE  IMFBRIAL  CABINKT. 

It  is  not  yet  decided  who  is  to  take  the  place  of  Seiior  Castillo,  the  raiuister 
of  foreign  relations,  who  has  accompanied  the  empresB  to  Europe.  Heisayouug 
man  of  firat-clasj  attainments,  cautious  and  reliable  beyond  most  of  the  talented 
chaiactera  who  have  gathered  around  the  emperor.  His  health  has  lately  snf- 
feted  much  by  over  application  to  the  duties  of  two  departments,  those  of  foreign 
iSairs  and  finance.  The  emperor  seema  tobegradually  ridding  himself  of  his  na- 
tive Uexican  advisers.  Ramirez,  who  has  always  bcenasort  of  marplot  to  the  suc- 
cesjof  Maximilian,  wasparticnlarlyccurtedasarepreBentative  of  theliberal  party, 
and  his  nominal  adhesion  to  the  empire  was  considered  as  a  great  point  gainra.' 
He  was  appointed  minister  of  state,  aud  figured  quite  laigely  at  state  balls  and 
cabuet  coancils;  but,  like  most  Mexicans,  was  far  behind  the  times,  and  lacked 
the  nerve  to  face  the  critical  issues  of  the  country.  Maximilian  decorated  and 
dismissed  him,  and,  as  fast  as  circumstances  will  permit,  will  rid  himself  of  tbe 
Dthere  in  the  same  way.  Lacunza  aud  Castillo  are  both  of  Spanish  blood,  hut 
woe  educated  and  brought  up  abroad,  and  have  thus  been  purged  of  their  inhe- 
rent opposition  to  pn^ressive  ideas.  Eloin,  hia  chief  of  cabinet,  is  now  in  Eu- 
rope. His  council  of  state  is  necessarily  Mexican,  but  they  do  little  more  than 
Wrangle  over  the  questions  submitted  to  them,  and  in  all  important  issues  the 
emperor  listens  to  the  opinions  of  all,  and  then  adopts  his  own. 

SBTTLEHBNT  OF  THB  CHUBCH  IMBROULIO. 

The  queetion  of  the  church  has  been  finally  settled  at  Borne  by  the  emperor's 
■pedal  envOT,  "  Padre"  Fischer,  a  distineuished  German  prelate,  who  ia  now 
Mlieved  to  be  m  route  to  Mexico.  This  nas  been  tbe  most  difficult  matter  to 
UTuge  of  all  the  delicate  issues  in  this  Mexican  complication ;  but,  as  in  all 
OSes  of  the  kind,  Maximilian  has  boldly  faced  it,  and  succeeded  in  satisfying 
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all  parties.  He  is  a  good  Catholic  prince,  aad  so  recognized  b^  the  Pope,  who 
nov  clings  to  every  vestige  of  his  temporal  anthority  with  redoubted  tenacity, 
and  has  never  bad  uie  Blightest  idea  of  excommunicating  Buch  a  etauncb  supporter 
of  the  real  interests  of  the  church,  although  at  one  time  it  wae  rumored  that  he 
had  been  put  outside  the  "avful  circle,"  owing  to  Lis  bold  measures  regarding 
the  church  and  liberal  imbroglio  in  this  country. 

AFFAIRS  AT  THE  CAPITAI.. 

While  Louis  Napoleon  is  watching  the  political  homon,  and  placing  himself 
in  a  position  to  trim  his  sails  to  suit  the  Monroe- doc  trine  gale  from  the  United 
States,  Maximilian  is  making  his  arrangements  for  a  life-leaBe  in  Mexico  with 
the  utmost  unconcern  as  to  any  outside  movements.  He  has  bought  the  old 
palace  of  Cortes  at  Cuemavaca,  and  wi!l  repair  it  for  his  future  country  resideace. 
He  is  making  important  changes  in  the  imperial  palace  in  thia  city ;  he  ia  im- 
proving the  capital  in  a  hnndied  different  ways ;  ouilding  railroads,  and  opening 
roads  into  the  interior ;  planting  avenues  of  trees;  publishing  codes  of  laws; 
establiehiag  ateamehip  and  telegraph  lines,  (and,  by  the  way,  regularly  paying 
the  subsidies,  granted  to  them;)  raising  and  equipping  an  efficient  native  ^xican 
army  ;  collecting  a  revenue  under  Langlais's  new  system ;  visiting  benevolent 
institutions;  endowing  colleges,  and  arranging  for  affairs  twenty  yearg  in  ad- 
vance, as  if  the  country  were  in  profound  peace.  This  certainly  does  not  look 
much  like  verifying  the  Xew  Tork  Herald's  periodical  paroxysm  of  "packing 
his'baggage"  for  a  flight  within  thirty  days  from  Mexico,  which  for  two  years 
has  b^u  predicted  with  such  stereotyped  certainty  that  each  leader  in  that  val- 
uable journal  on  Mexican  affairs  is  only  a  repetition  of  the  lasL  If  a  liberal  use 
of  ink  could  induce  Maximilian  to  quit  Mexico,  he  ought  to  have  fled  from  it3 
shores  many  months  ago ;  bnt  here  he  still  remains,  as  secure  in  his  imperial 
position  BB  ever,  and  it  might  be  well  for  the  several  candiUos,  who  are  wran- 
gling at  Washington  as  to  which  shall  succeed  him,  to  remember  the  old  cooking 
recipe  about  first  catching  your  fish,  &c.,  Sec. 

VIAJERO. 


No.  35. 
Mr.  Sejcard  to  StUor  Romero. 

Defahtmknt  of  Statk, 

Wa*hingtoA,  Augwl  16,  1S66. 
Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communication 
of  the  9th  instant,  containing  an  extract  from  the  "  New  York  World,"  for  which 
please  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  reiterate  ta  you  the  expieasiona  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM'  H.  SEWAKD. 
BeCor  Don  M.  Romero,  Ip:.,  ^.,  ^. 

No.  3C. 
ScKor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seirard. 
[TraoHlation.] 
Mexican  Lboatio.n  in  the  Umtbd  States  up  America, 

WasAuigton,  Augvil  15,  1S6C. 
Ur.  Secrbtabv  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  extracts  from  papers  of  the  city  of 
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MeiicD,  and  French  papen  in  New  York,  contatniug  evident  proof  of  the  con- 
dt;ioii  of  affaire  in  the  city  of  Mexico  np  to  the  end  nf  July  last. 

Don  Feraaodo  Maximilian,  the  usurper,  who  .organized  a  aham  goveromcnt 
when  be  reached  Mexico,  and  tried  to  give  it  the  semhlancc  of  a  national  institn- 
tion,  has  finally  been  compelled  to  give  up  the  difficult  undertaking. 

The  so-called  government,  with  a  foreign  prince  for  ittt  bead,  kept  up  by 
French  bayonets  and  French  gold,  whose  officiaJs  are  all  foteignere,  had  a  Mexi- 
can cabinet  till  recently,  intended  to  keep  up  appearances  and  deceive  those  not 
qualified  to  judge  of  the  real  situation. 

Xov  the  usurper  has  laid  aside  all  diaeimulation,  and  removed  the  la^t  trace  of 
ttationality  from  his  ridiculous  governtnent  by  reducing  bis  ministers  to  tbrcc — 
war,  treasury,  and  the  interior.  He  has  made  General  Oamont,  General  Bazaine's 
chief  of  staff,  minister  of  war  i  Mr.  Friant,  intendant  general  of  the  French  ex- 
peditionary corps  to  Mexico,  is  minister  of  finance;  and  the  minister  of  the 
iatcrior  is  a  Mexican  traitor,  who  will  soon  be  removed  to  give  place  to  some 
other  member  of  Bazaine's  staff. 

After  tbia,  it  is  impossible  to  call  the  government  pretended  to  be  CBtablished 
in  Mexico  by  the  French,  and  headed  by  Don  Femaado  Maximilian  of  Haps- 
bnrg.  a  national  government. 

The  tyranny  of  tbe  French  intervention  is  now  becoming  really  intolerable. 
Among  the  enclosed  documents  you  will  see  some  relating  to  the  press ;  and 
yoa  will  perceive  there  is  less  liberty  of  the  press  in  those  parts  of  Mexico 
nnder  tbe  nsnrper  than  there  is  even  in  France.  All  the  papers  that  dared  to 
be  independent  have  been  suppressed,  and  none  can  now  be  established  without 
express  penniBsion  from  the  intruders.  Papers  that  supported  intervention  are 
enppressed  if  they  do  not  approve  of  every  whim  of  the  bogus  government.  Per- 
sonal protection  is  but  a  shadow  in  the  hands  of  the  usurper.  Under  pretext  of 
conspiracy,  many  citizens  have  been  imprisoned,  others  condemned  to  severe 
ptmiehment  that  will  kill  them,  and  all  done  wiibout  trial  or  permiBsion  of  de- 
fence. The  RsaaBBination  of  tbe  Montenegro  young  men  (see  7  and  8)  in  the 
State  of  Jalisco,  only  because  they  belonged  to  a  liberal  family,  is  one  of  tbe 
numy  cases  occurring  every  day  in  places  that  have  fallen  into  the  invader's 
lianas  and  remain  subject  to  the  usurper's  will. 

High  taxes  impOBed  to  sustain  the  extravagance  of  the  courtly  adventurers 
(breaten  to  ruin  the  scanty  resources  still  left  in  the  country. 

The  uenrper  baa  just  given  another  unexampled  inconslBtoncy,  that  can 
hardly  be  b^ieved  ;  be  has  granted  a  pension  to  the  widow  of  General  Zara- 
goza,  the  conqueror  of  the  French  at  Puebla,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1862.  Thus, 
and  with  a  view  to  show  that  be  appreciates  the  Mexicans,  he  bos  tacitly  ac- 
knowledge the  merit  of  a  general  who  died  in  defence  of  his  country,  fighting 
against  tbe  French,  while  he  condemns  those  who  acted  difierently.  Now,  if 
the  Kexicana,  fighting  for  the  independence  of  their  country,  do  not  deserve 
to  be  conrndered  as  belligerents,  as  the  French  contend,  how  is  it  they  honor 
the  memory  of  one  of  that  army  by  granting  a  military  pension  to  his  widow  ? 
If  it  was  only  meant  as  aii  act  of  mercy,  without  political  meaning,  giving  aid  to 
a  needy  familjb  why  was  it  not  given  in  some  other  way  than  as  a  military  pen- 
Hon,  which  certainly  acknowledges  certainrightsof  the  national  army  of  Mexico, 
hitherto  denied  it  by  the  French.  They  murder  General  Arteaga  for  doing  his 
doty  as  a  soldier  in  defence  of  his  country,  while  they  give  a  pension  to  the 
widow  of  another  general  who  died  in  the  some  good  cause. 

It  is  really  unpossible  to  see  any  consistency  or  good  faith  in  tbe  accom- 
plices of  an  intrigne  engendered  by  the  frand,  inordinate  ambitioD,  and  other 
baser  paBsioas  that  move  some  men. 

I  embrace  the  occasion,  Mr.  Secretary,  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  most 
disfinjniisbed  consideration. 

M.  BOUERO. 
Hon.  WlLLiASd  H.  Seward,  Ifc.,  ^.,  Ifc. 
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Index  ofdwmmentt  $ent  by  the  Mexican  Ugalion  in  WtukimgtM  to  the  Dtparl- 
mnt  of  Stale  of  the  United  States,  icitk  the  noU  of  t&ie  daU,  in  rdatiim  to 
recent  event*  in  Mexico. 


Jul/  31 

Aug.  13 

Vaij  6 

May  86 

Hftj  se 

June  tiO 


Jnne  G 
July  6 
July  20 
Jaly  90 
July   20 


Extract  from  tfae  Coum«r  dei  Bt«t«  Unis  of  lh«  13tb  Aogiut,  1666,  in 
New  York,  qnoting  icrapa  rrom  x  wmi-moDthly  reviDW  of  the  Ettafetu 
tel&tiTe  to  the  lunrper'a  new  cabinet. 

LetlBT  from  the  coireapondeat  of  the  HesBOgei  Fnnco-Americuii  in  Ven 

Eitracl  from  the  Conrrter  des  Etati  Unis  of  an  article  from  the  Ere  NoaTellr 
on  the  mppreuion  of  that  paper  by  the  ugurpei. 

Decree  of  too  nturper  putting  obatacle*  in  the  way  of  pnblisUng  newi- 
papers. 

Decree  of  the  nsnipei  laying  high  taxes  on  mal  estate  in  citins. 

Decree  of  the  aame  in  regard  to  taxes  on  landed  estates. 

Extract  &Dm  the  Boletin  de  Noticias  of  Qaadalajara,  on  the  aisassinatJon  of 
the  Montenegro  young  men,  and  the  want  of  personal  aecnlity  in  anj 
part  of  the  coontry  ander  the  usurper. 

Circalar  of  Don  Jos^  G.  Montenegro  and  wife,  publishing  the  aasasainatioD 
of  their  son,  Diego,  for  the  crime  of  haviiig  a  oatne  reipected  by  Mexi- 
can patriots. 

Orders  of  the  nsnrper  for  a  draft  in  the  dtiei  of  Mexico,  Puebla,  and 
Qneretaro. 

Extract  from  the  Diario  del  Imperio  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  a  pen- 
uon  to  the  widow  of  General  ZaragOEa. 

Bxtiact  from  the  Pajaro  Verde,  with  an  article  from  the  Estafette  com- 
menting on  the  pension. 

Fragment  from  the  Dtario  del  Imperio,  with  the  names  of  tboee  arrested  in 
Mexico  and  sent  to  Tuealun  without  trial. 

Letter  from  Rafael  J.  Garcia,  editor  of  the  Idea  Libera!,  In  Pnebla,  gtTing 
reliable  information  of  the  preaent  state  of  affair*  In  Mexico. 

Letter  fr^n  the  city  of  Mexico,  containing  information  on  the  condiUcm  of 
thinm. 

Maximilian's  decrees  appointing  the  French  Generala  Osmont  and  Iriant  to 


Washinotoh,  Avgtat  15,  1666. 


[Enclosure  No.  I.— From  the  CoBirisr  des  Etata  Unis,  of  New  York,  Augast]13,  Itj66.1 


The  Bteamer  Daniel  Webster,  that  left  Vera  Cruz  the  Slat  J11I7,  amTed  &t 
New  York  the  daj  before  yesterday.  It  brings  papers  Erom  the  capital  up  to 
the  37tb,  coDtaiaing  very  interestuig  news.  We  borrow  a  snnuaary  of  it  from 
the  aemi-monthly  review  of  the  Ere  Nouvelle.  ^ 


HINISTBRIAL  CHANOBS. 


f  the  emperor  Maximilian  have  been  Noken  of  for 
"''''"  0  oflen  unfounded,  we  hJkTethoo^t 


Important  resolations  c 
some  time ;  but,  as  rumors  of  this  kind  are  si 
best  to  await  the  facta. 

The  rumor  has  at  length  been  realized  under  the  form  of  three  decrees  in- 
serted in  the  o£Gcial  jonnial.  The  first  appoints  (General  Osmont.  chief  of  staff 
in  the  expeditionary  corps,  as  minister  of  war.  The  second  makes  Intendant 
Friant  minister  of  finance.  The  third  suppresses  the  fomento  dcpartmwtt,  and 
merges  its  duties  in  that  of  the  interior. 
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The  three  decrees  are  accompanfed  hj  the  following  note :  ■'  To  obtain  a 
prompt  aod  Luting  peace  in  the  conntry,  circamBtanceB  require  anity  of  action 
awil  ideas,  the  only  effieaciona  remedy  in  every  crisis,  according  to  the  reports  of 
faistDiy.  In  order  tn  reatoie  peace  and  prosperity,  to  produce  important  changes 
for  the  better,  the  emperor  requires  perfect  unity ;  and  being  convinced  that  the 
oecessaiy  ^anintee  to  Mexican  society  requires  it,  he  baa  given  the  portfolio 
of  wu  to  tne  chief  of  staff  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  and  that  of  finance  to 
the  eliief  intendant 

"These  meMoreB,  coinciding  with  the  mission  of  her  majesty  the  empress, 
win  demonstrate  that  the  goTemment  agrees  with  its  elorious  allies,  and  does  all 
the  nation  eonld  expect  to  hasten  the  paciiication  of  me  country. 

"  If  ell  good  Uexicans  will  rally  under  this  banner  of  peace  elevated  by  the 
nnperor,  forgetting  party  dissensions,  which  have  done  so  much  harm,  the  nation 
will  eoon  attain  to  that  prosperity  to  which  it  is  destined  by  Providence  and  its 
gM^npbical  aitnation." 

General  Osmoot  and  Intendant  Friant  possess  those  qualities  best  suited  to 
the  success  of  their  departments.  Mr.  Friant  will  have  the  hardest  task,  but 
bis  experience  and  firmness  will  accomplish  what  he  has  undertaken.  The  fact 
el  hii  accepting  the  office  is  a  proof  that  he  will  discharge  its  duties,  however 
diffienlt  they  may  be. 

The  department  of  justice  has  also  been  lessened  to  a  simple  bnrean. 

The  number  of  head  departments  are  therefore  reduced  to  three  ;  Osmont  is 
secretary  of  war,  Friant  of  finance,  and  Salaxar  Ilarregui  uf  the  interior. 

Uoity  of  action  will  only  be  more  easy  and  complete. 


[EnclMiire  No.  9. — From  the  Ueaiager  Franco- Americain,  of  New  York,  Angast  11,  1666.] 

MEXICO. 

[Private  conespondence  of  the  Messager.] 

Vkha  Cruz,  July  SI,  1866. 
The  departure  of  the  empress  Charlotte  for  Europe,  in  the  last  French  packet. 


-._a  great  grief  among  the  people  devoted  to  the  empire.  But  her  depart- 
ure has  been  construed  into  a  declaration  of  a  desperate  state  of  affairs  in  Uex- 
ico  by  the  republicans.  They  have  vainly  tried  to  conceal  the  true  cause  of  a 
Toyage  so  da^igerons  to  Charlotte,  at  a  time  when  the  yellow  fever  is  raging  at 
Vera  Cms.  The  Journal  de  I'Empire  vainly  affirms  that  the  Belgian  princess 
was  on  a  confidential  mission  to  Enrope,  "  relative  to  the  embarrassed  huaaces 
of  Mexico  ;"  but  eve^body  knows  wnat  these  assertions  are  worth. 

1  must  remark  in  this  place,  that  die  forego  merchants  in  Vera  Cmz  are  in 
despair  at  seeing  the  empire  waste  away,  as  it  Is  doing.  All  the  foreigners, 
French,  English,  or  German,  are  impcrialista  ;  only  the  North  Americans,  or 
I'ukeea,  (w  we  call  thetn,  are  In  favor  of  Juarez  and  the  republic  With  the 
exception  of  some  liberal  and  enlightened  spirits,  the  merchants  have  always 
fancied  that  tbe  empire  alone  could  give  them  order  and  peace,  without  which 
Inde  is  impossible.  So,  since  the  &11  of  Maximilian  is  threatened,  1  have  beard 
eedlesB  lamentations  around  me,  particularly  among  my  countrymen.  But  the 
native  mercbanta  are  rubbing  tbeir  hands  in  joy  at  the  prospective  departure  of 
the  expeditionary  corps.  The  former  see  ruin  and  disaster,  where  the  latter 
foresee  proeperity  and  wealdi.  This  is  because  tbe  foreigners  ia  Vera  Cruz,  as 
well  a»  those  in  Mexico,  have  looked  npon  Mexico  as  a  conquered  country  ever 
once  1862.  Both  hoped  to  get  rich  rapidly  at  the  expense  of  the  native  popu- 
slion,  relying  upon  the  protection  of  toe  authorities,  who  were  always  more 
bvorable  to  them  than  to  the  Mexicans.    Intervention  was  a  flagrant  violation 
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of  popular  Hghts,  and  of  conree  it  caused  violations  of  indiTidnal  rights.  Now 
if  Maximilian  falls,  all  that  will  change  ;  the  goTcmment  will  become  national, 
and  will  protect  Mexicans.     T^t  is  what  frightens  our  basinesa  men. 

And  besides,  tbey  fear  the  people — always  restlessia  Mexico — will  call  then 
to  an  account  for  their  sympathies  with  the  foreigner.  Onr  people  in  parliciilar 
are  the  objects  of  the  lepero*  knife.  Are  they  right  or  wrong  !  That  is  what 
1  will  not  undertake  to  decide;  but  if  their  fears  are  founded,  what  a  terriUe 
responsibility  those  will  have  who  have  excited  the  popular  passions  by  violating 
the  principles  of  sovereigoty  and  the  independence  of  the  nation  !  And  then, 
those  who  welcomed  the  expedition  in  1861,  will  be  the  first  to  curve  interven- 
tion. 

Several  regiments  of  tbo  army  of  occupation  are  to  leave  here  in  October. 
The  1st  and  3d  zouaves,  the  6Sd  and  81st  of  tho  line,  the  18th  battalion  <^  in- 
fantry hunters,  four  squadrons  of  African  hunters,  one  company  of  engineers, 
and  two  artillery  batteries  are  mentioned  as  about  to  quit  the  country  for  France. 

Consequently  the  expeditionary  army  will  be  reduced  to  one  division  of  in- 
fantiy,  six  cavalry  squadrons  and  their  artillery  reserves.  The  foreign  le^oo, 
vhicb  is  to  remain  till  the  last  in  Mexico,  by  the  convention  of  Miramar,  has 
been  reorganized  and  increased  by  a  7tb  and  Sih  battalion.  According  to  the 
Uiramar  convention,  the  foreign  legion  lent  by  France  to  Maximilian  was  to 
consist  of  only  six  battalions  ;  but  the  two  enpplementary  battalions  will  not  be 
efiective;  tliey  will  only  he  composed  of  officers  lent  to  Mexico  for  the  organ- 
ization of  the  cazadores  de  Mejico,  national  troops  fashioned  after  onr  chassenrs 
k  pied. 

According  to  the  projecta  of  Marshal  Bazaine,  which  are  not  likely  to  be  car- 
ried oat,  the  cazadores  de  Mejico  will  form  eight  battalions,  commanded  by 
leaders  of  French  battalions.  The  adjutants,  captains,  drill  leaders,  lieutenants, 
and  commitisary  ofHccrs,  will  also  be  French ;  and  to  retain  their  right  to  pro- 
motion, they  will  he  reckoned  in  the  7tb  and  8th  battalions  of  the  foreign  regi- 
ment, consisting  soIt;ly  of  officers. 


[EDclomre  So.  3.— From  the  Cotuier  iee  Etati  Uoii,  New  York,  Augnit  13,  1866-1 
INCIDENT   OF   THK   PBE8S. 

With  some  reserve,  and  not  withont  astonishment,  we  reprinted  on  Saturday 
en  extract  from  a  correspondence  from  Mexico  addressed  to  the  Times,  whicb 
says  the  Ere  Nouvelle  and  the  Sociedad  were  suspended  for  one  month  for  pub- 
lishing a  criticism  upon  the  Mexican  expedition,  taken  from  the  Conrier  des 
£tatB  Unis.  We  have  guessed  tbe  riddle  ;  it  is  about  an  article  we  took  from 
a  Paris  paper,  not  a  criticism  by  tbe  Conrier  editor,  withont  aasutning  any 
responsibility  for  it,  but  as  a  piece  of  history  of  tbe  Mexican  expeditton.  Here 
is  the  article : 

"According  to  ihe  Paris  Presae  tbe  emperor  Uaximilian  bu  once  more 
required  the  financial  assistance  of  France,  declaring  his  intention  to  abdicate  if 
it  IS  refused.  The  French  government  should  have  rejected  the  Mexican  em- 
peror's demand,  and  ordered  Marshal  Bazaine  to  call  a  convenUon  of  the  people 
in  case  of  Maximilian's  abdication." 

Tbe  New  Era  published  the  above  on  the  10th  of  July,  with  the  foUovring 
GommentA : 

"  If  tbo  paragraph  had  originated  in  an  American  paper  it  would  not  have 
atlraiilcd  any  notice,  but  comiog  from  a  fVench  journal,  it  excites  much  aatou- 
ishmcnt." 

The  following  uodce  was  served  on  Mr,  Massens  on  the  IStli : 
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HsxiGO,  J^y  IS,  1866. 
neparagTSpli  in  yoar  paper  of  tbe  lOth  inatant,  taken  from  the  Conner  des 
T.aXi  Unis,  ori^uaUy  from  the  Farie  Fresse,  coatxins  an  alarming  falsehood. 
By  its  publication  y oa  violate  article  three,  section  Becood,  of  the  law  of  the  10th 
of  April,  1865,  regulating  the  press. 

Therefore,  the  civil  prefect,  by  snperior  order,  instructs  me  to  serve  this 
$tamd  notice  on  you,  to  fce  inserted  on  the  first  page  of  the  next  namber  of  your 
paper,  which  yon  vill  snepend  for  one  month,  according  to  article  twenty  of  the 
uv  above  qnoted. 

CARLOS  ZAVALA. 
Secretary  General  of  the  Prefeelitre.      - 

The  New  Era  had  been  notified  only  the  day  previous  for  pnblishing  falee 
news.  Instead  of  serviog  a  warning  npon  the  editor,  as  should  nave  been  done 
according  to  the  taw  quoted,  the  severest  penalty  was  imposed  npon  the  paper. 
Bat  that  omission  gave  Mr.  Masseras  the  chance  to  have  the  order  of  suapenaion 
coDatennanded,  which  was  done. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

We  have  received  files  of  the  Diario  del  Imperie  to  the  18th  of  May. 

7'he  following  decree  concerning  tbe  establishment  of  newspapers  has  been 
issoed  by  Maximilian ; 

"AbticIiB  1.  For  the  establishment  of  any  newspaper  or  publication  which 
ii  to  start  at  a  fixed  time  or  otherwise,  and  is  to  be  oigaged  in  public  affairs, 
tbe  permission  of  the  authorities  will  be  required ;  this  being  only  granted  by 
our  govemmeDt,  and  as  our  delegates,  by  the  imperial  comiaission  or  tbe  pre- 
fect. 

"Onr  minister  of  government  is  charged  with  the  ezecntioti  of  the  present 

"  Qiven  in  the  city  of  Meiico,  the  6th  day  of  May,  1866. 

"MAXIMILIAN." 
"  For  the  emperor :  The  minister  of  government, 

'■JOS£  8ALAZAR  ILARREOUI." 


[Enclosare  No.  6.] 

VaximiliaQ,  emperor  of  Mexico :  Having  heard  onr  council  of  ministers,  w» 
decree: 

Abticlb  1.  Direct  taxes  on  real  estate,  in  town  orconntiy,  shall  be  collected 
in  proportion  to  its  production  or  income  solely,  and  not  in  proportion  to  the- 
mount  of  capital  invested. 

Articlh  2.  The  quota  of  taxation  will  he  the  sixth  part  of  the  net  income 
of  RDch  property,  when  sitnated  in  the  city,  and  the  seventh  when  situated  in 
the  eonntry,  and  it  must  be  paid  in  three  instalments,  each  in  advance,  viz  :  one- 
third  in  the  first  ten  days  of  January,  one-third  in  the  first  ten  days  of  May,. 
ud  the  remaiuing  third  in  the  first  ten  days  of  September  of  each  year. 

Articl  b.  3.  To  ascertain  the  net  income,  the  rent  which  the  property  ought  to 
produce  shall  be  taken  for  such,  deducting,  in  case  it  is  situated  in  tlie  city,  15 
percent,  on  "  bouses  of  the  neighborhood,"  (casas  de  vecindad,)  and  10  per 
cent,  on  all  others. 

Article.  4.  By  houses  of  the  neighborhood,  for  the  purposes  of  the  preceding  : 
vtidee,  are  to  be  understood  those  which  contain  more  than  three  teaants 
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witbtQ  the  Bsme  entrance  or  exterior  door,  not  incIudiDg  rooms  which  hare  lep- 
arate  entrances  from  the  etreet,  (acceaaoriae.)  Honaee  aot  embraced  in  this  de- 
Bcriplion  will  not  be  token  aa  hooBes  of  the  neighborhood,  (caaas  de  vecindad  ) 

Abticlb  5.  The  income  which  city  real  estate  ahonld  produce  ia  the  amonnt 
of  mone^  for  which  it  ia  rented ;  and  if  not  rented  at  the  time,  the  amonnt  for 
which  it  last  rented. 

Akticlb  6.  Incases  where  the  proprietor  is  the  occupant  of  the  property,  an 
equitable  sum  shall  be  fixed  upon,  which  shall  serve,  instead  of  the  rent,  as  a 
basis  of  taxation. 

Abticlb  7.  The  tax  being  levied  directly  upon  the  property,  no  sabletting 
will  be  taken  into  consideration,  the  proprietor  being  taxed  solely  on  the  reni 
'  he  receives  from  the  tenant  with  whom  he  deals. 

Article  8.  The  net  income  of  property  in  the  conntry  which  is  rented  at 
the  time,  or  which  baa  been  rented  the  next  preceding  year,  will  he  the  total 
amonnt  of  the  rent. 

Abtici.B  9.  Where  sach  property  in  the  conntry  is  either  not  actually  rented 
at  the  time,  or  has  not  been  rented  the  year  next  preceding,  the  net  income  shall 
be  taken  to  be  what  remains  to  the  proprietor  of  the  total  proceeds,  after  de- 
ducting the  expenses  of  cultivation,  harvesting,  and  preservation. 

Articlb  10.  The  proprietor  shall  file  in  the  register's  office  a  declaration  of 
the  amonnt  of  the  net  income  thns  ascertained ;  but  the  office,  when  the  amonnt 
in  the  declaration  appears  too  small,  may  estimate  it  anew,  and,  for  this  pnr> 
pose,  may  require  the  proprietor  to  submit  to  examination  his  book-balances 
and  other  documents  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  truth. 

Abticls  11.  Country  real  estate  shall  be  unaerstood  to  mean  all  land,  with     . 
or  without  a  house,  within  or  without  the  lines  of  a  poblaciou,  on  which  any 
species  of  agricnUnre  is  carried  on  for  porpose  of  profit. 

Article  IS.  Haciendas  producing  metals,  salt,  or  sugar  will  be  taxed  like 
the  country  property  jast  above  mentioned. 

Article  13.  The  property  designated  in  the  followii^  classification  will  be 
alone  exempt  from  taxation  : 

1.  National  property. 

2.  Municipal  property  occopied  gratis  in  the  municipal  service. 

3.  Palaces  of  archbishops,  bishops,  and  housee  of  curates  not  belonging  to 
private  individuals. 

4.  Temples  of  any  worship  whatsoever  and  the  housee  appertaining,  inhab* 
ited  gratia  by  its  ministers,  recognised  by  the  state. 

6.  Those  occnpied  gratis  by  establisbm-snts  of  public  beneficence  or  instruc- 
tion which  do  not  belong  to  individtinls  who  receive  rent  for  them.  Real  estate 
belonging  to  a  private  individual  who  receives  rent  for  it,  though  it  ahonld  be 
occnpied  for  the  public  service  or  ecclceiaatical  purposes,  or  those  of  iuatmctioD 
or  beneficence,  will,  nevertheless,  be  snbject  to  taxation. 

6.  Edifices  occnpied  gratuitously  by  civil  or  ecclesiastical  corporations  au- 
thorized or  tolerated  by  the  state. 

7,  Lands  or  edifices  which  by  special  law  have  been  exempted  from  taxation 
for  a  limited  time,  while  within  the  time  of  fulfilling  the  conditions  annexed  by 
the  law  of  the  exemption. 

Article  14,  When  the  owner  of  an  estate  acknowledges,  by  a  special  hy- 
pothecation of  the  same,  a  sum  of  money  for  which  he  must  pay  ioterest, 
whether  by  instalments,  irregular  deposits,  or  in  any  other  mode  whataoever, 
the  said  owner  shall  pay  for  tax  the  aixth  or  seventh  part  of  the  rent,  ac- 
cording to  its  being  town  or  conntry  property;  but  he  shall  discount  to  btm 
entitled  to  receive  said  ioterust  an  equal  amount  to  that  which  he  shall  have 

Article  15.  All  exceptions  hitherto  mlide  in  favor  of  capital  are  hereby  re- 
voked, and  the  proprietors  will  pay  the  tax,  devoting  thereto  one-sixth  of  thdr 
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iDcome  Irora  this  eonrce  ;  this  whether  devoted  heretofore  to  beneficence,  public 
iiutraction,  the  natioaal  or  municipal  treaBory,  reli^oua  endowments,  or  auy 
ttiter  object  formerly  excepl«d. 

Abticle  16^  No  judge  nor  anthority  nor  pnblic  fanctionary  shall  entertain 
any  representation  or  memorial,  nor  shall  any  notary  public  or  clerk  authenti- 
cate any  document,  relative  to  the  rights  wfaich  any  owner  may  claim  to  exer- 
dae,  aDie«s  be  can  show  a  receipt  for  the  payment  of  bis  taxes,  as  above  pre- 
Mribed,  up  to  the  latest  date.  Wljen  prodaced,  the  original  receipt  will  be  re< 
tOTDed  to  the  owner,  after  having  appended  to  the  memorial  or  authentication  a 
simple  copy  of  the  same,  certified  to  be  correct  by  the  judge,  authority,  or  no- 
tuy  public. 

ASTicLB  17.  As  soon  as  the  tax  ordained  by  this  decree  shall  go  into  opera- 
tion in  any  place,  all  former  laws  for  the  taxation  of  real  estate  are  thereby  re- 
pealed, except  that  of  the  30th  of  April  for  the  draining  of  Mexico,  and  the 
mnnicipat  laws. 

Abticlb  18.  The  tax  of  the  drainage  will  continue  to  be  collected  as  at 
present,  viz  ,  oue-t«Dtb  of  one  per  cent. 

Given  in  Mexico,  Uay  26,  1866. 


[Enclorare  No.  6.] 

Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico :  Having  held  our  council  of  ministers,  we 
deeree: 

ARTtcLB  1.  All  cultivated  lauds  in  the  country  will  pay  annnally,  besides  the 
tax  on  their  annual  production,  a  half  real  for  every  35,112  metres  square,  or 
50,000  varas  square,  contained  in  the  whole  of  their  area. 

Abticlb  2.  The  cultivated  lande  whose  area  does  not  amount  to  50,000  voras 
iqiiBre,  will  pay  a  half  real,  whatever  their  extent. 

Akticlb  3.  In  the  contemplation  of  the  preceding  articles  are  included  lands 
in  common,  and  all  rural  cultivated  lands  of  corporations,  communities,  and 
pneblos  which  have  not  been  reduced  to  private  appropriation  by  virtue  of  the 
Isir  of  35th  June,  1856,  and  which  hare  the  character  of  bdng  legitimately 
possessed  in  common,  in  conformity  to  the  law  cited. 

Abticlb  4.  Within  two  months  after  the  publical^nn  of  thislaw  in  the  capital 
of  any  district,  the  possessors  of  country  cultivated  lands  situated  in  its  terri- 
lonr  will  deposit  in  the  office  of  registry  of  direct  taxation  of  the  same  district 
s  decIanLtion  setting  forth  the  land  or  lands  that  they  possess,  with  the  area 
which  they  i»>mprelieQd  and  their  situation,  and  name,  if  they  have  any.  In 
tbe  office  of  registry  a  register  will  be  kept  in  which  will  be  recorded  all  these 
dwlarationa ;  a  certificate  of  having  done  so  being  given  to  the  parties  concerned, 
with  an  insertion  of  an  extract  from  the  register. 

Article  5.  At  the  expiration  of  the  two  months  above  mentioned,  all  lands 
not  declared  aa  above  prescribed,  will  be  considered  wild  and  nnappropriated, 
and  the  agents  of  the  administration  will  proceed  to  take  possession,  handing 
them  over  to  the  minister  of  fomento  to  dispose  of  tbem  as  ne  may  see  proper. 

Articlr  6.  When  in  the  opinion  of  the  agents  of  the  office  the  area  of  the 
land  has  been  underestimated  in  the  declaration,  a  survey  shall  be  ordered,  and 
the  exress  of  land  above  the  estimate  shall  be  also  declared  unappropriated. 
In  this  case  the  expenses  of  the  survey  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  owner. 

Akticlk  7.  If  ^ter  declaration  made  as  aforesaid,  the  poseseors  of  the  land 
should  have  it  surveyed,  and  should  it  result  that  the  area  as  set  forth  in  the 
deelsiatiun  was  greater  than  that  actually  posaessed,  the  amouut  of  taxes  paid 
on  the  exce»  will  be  refunded. 

Abticlb  8.  The  lands  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  minister  of  fomento  for 
ilieuation  on  accoont  of  the  owners,  on  the  same  terms  adopted  by  the  govern- 
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tnpnt  for  the  nlienation  of  unappropriated  lands  of  the  temtor^  in  which  tbey 
find  themselves  located,  shall  be  exempt  from  this  tax. 

Article  9.  In  order  to  be  entitled  U>  the  exemptionreferred  to  in  the  preceding 
article  it  will  be  reqnired  : 

1.  To  present  the  minister  of  fomento  with  s  formal  map  of  the  estate  of 
vliich  the  lands  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  minister  form  a  part. 

S.  On  the  said  map  the  lands  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  minister  mnst  be 
distinctly  and  definitely  delineated. 

Article  10.  This  tax  mnst  be  paid  every  six  months  in  advance,  and  it  viU 
go  into  operation  on  the  date  of  its  publication. 

Given  in  Mexico,  26th  May,  1866. 


[Enclosnre  No.  7.— From  ths  BoIeUn  de  Noticlaii,  Onadalajaia,  Jiias  30,  1866.     No.  167.] 
SOCIAL  GUARANTBBS. 

We  take  the  following  paragraph  from  a  letter  dated  Zapotlan,  S3d  inabtnt: 

Or^orio-Contrerae  died  day  before  yesterday,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  after' 
noon,  from  a  shot  he  received  the  evening  previone  at  the  bands  of  Rafoel 
Chavez,  in  Farota  street,  leading  to  Ochoa  Vazquez's  farm,  because  Contreras 
would  not  fight  him. 

On  the  Bnme  day,  and  almost  at  the  same  hour,  men  from  this  city,  Zapotiltit^ 
and  Tnxpan,  caught  up  with  Diego  and  Matiaa  Montenegro,  Faustino  Ugarte, 
and  Bnt'alio  Vazquez,  near  Tccalitlan,  and  fired  upon  them  with  mnskete. 
Matiae  Montenegro,  son  of  the  late  Miguel  Montenegro,  was  killed.  Diego  then 
dismoanted,  and  going  up  to  hia  enemies  begged  for  life  till  he  could  make  out 
bis  innocence.  He  was  on  his  knees,  with  his  hat  iu  his  hand,  when  they  shot 
him  dead  nn  the  spot.  The  other  two  young  men  had  the  luck  to  escape  with 
their  lives.  This  occurrence  is  well  known  here,  and  has  caused  much  alarm. 
No  iovestigation  has  been  made.  The  man  who  committed  the  deed  is  named 
Galindo. 

Reliable  persons  have  given  ns  the  particulars  of  the  above  occurrence. 
Diego  Montenegro,  son  of  old  Colonel  Jos^  Montenegro,  was  not  over  sixteen  ; 
he  was  going  out  to  work  with  his  cousin  Mattas,  a  little  older,  at  a  farm  belong- 
ing to  the  latter. 

Their  murder  was  of  the  most  atrociona  character,  and  we  can  readily  im- 
agine the  consternation  it  caused  in  Zapotlan.  When  the  citizens  find  diitt 
neither  their  lives  nor  their  property  is  safe  from  those  who  ongfat  to  defend 
them,  all  confidence  is  lost,  and  society  mast  lapse  Into  a  savage  state. 

Jalisco  has  bad  the  sad  privilege  of  witnessing  sanguinary  sights  of  that  kind 
for  some  time  past ;  and  we  now  have  to  add  the  Montenegro  yonng  men  to  the 
names  of  Mnrillo,  Llamas.  Merino,  and  Alcaniz.  The  evil  increases  instead  of 
diminishing.  Why  is  this  T  We  will  boldly  say,  it  is  becanse  the  gnilty  are 
not  punished.  Society  is  shocked  at  this  shedding  of  innocent  blood,  and  eacb 
one  awaits  his  turn  to  be  sacrificed. 

To  give  a  just  idea  of  what  is  passing  in  those  unhappy  towns,  let  as  rianco 
at  the  past.  Last  month  we  spoke  of  the  atrodous  and  unjust  murder  of  Trini- 
dad Alcarast,  near  Zapotlan.  After  the  Payaso  had  mentioned  the  event,  the 
prefect  of  Colima  pretended  to  investigate  the  afiair.  Here  is  the  reply  ot  the 
sub-prefect  of  Zapotlan,  taken  from  the  official  paper  of  Golima: 

"  Civil  Sub-fbbpbctubb  of  Zapotlan, 

"June  6,  1866.— No.  SIS. 
"  Dear  8ib  :  I  received  your  note  of  the  4th  inetaiit,  in  which  yos  Bta{e  that 
your  attention  has  been  called  to  the  mention  of  the  murder  of  Trinidad  Alcamz, 
in  No.  4  ot  the  Payaso.    In  reply,  I  inform  you  that,  on  the  24th  of  April*  I 
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received  ■  eommtmication  from  tbe  alcalde  of  Tamaznla,  bh^ ing  that  on  the 
uigbt  of  the  17th  he  rec^ved  a  despatch  from  the  commander  of  the  imperial 
offieen  at  Matacrialos  and  Alrerea,  and  from  Commiesioaer  Beyes  Diaz,  Bay- 
ing, aa  he  went  in  punnit  of  rahbers,  Trinidad  Alcaraz  came  ont  and  attacked 
ibem  with  the  robberi.  Two  of  the  civil  officers  were  killed  and  several  wounded. 
The  robbers  then  shnt  themselveB  up  in  Trinidad  Alcaraz'B  bonse.  The  next 
diy  Bejes  Diaz  came  and  beeieged  it.  Manual  Alcaraz  waa  ordered  to  give  up 
hid  eon,  which  was  done.  Now  as  he  was  in  league  with  the  robbers,  and  had 
be«a  tbeir  accomplice  of  the  robbera  in  their  plunders  and  aseassination,  even 
befbre  the  war,  and  had  frequently  been  in  jail  for  murder,  and  only  got  off  by 
his  great  inflnence,  it  was  decided  to  shoot  him  on  the  spot.  The  alcalde  was 
oppoBed  to  Huch  snmmary  proceedinffe,  and  started  with  the  prisoner  to  Tama- 
■nla.  On  the  road  he  was  attacked  by  an  ambuscade,  and  Trinidad  Alcaras 
wae  killed,  Reyes  Diaa  told  the  alcalde  he  was  a  police  commissioner,  ap- 
pointed by  the  prefect  of  G-uadalajara,  and  he  bad  the  power  to  dispose  of  all 
neb  criminals  in  a  summary  way.  An  investigation  of  the  affair  was  com- 
meoced  the  next  day  in  Tamazula,  and  it  has  not  been  finished  yet. 

"  All  of  which  I  communicate  to  you  for  your  information.  G-od  grant  yon 
many  years. 

"MIGUEL  ROBLEDO. 

"  Dutrict  Stih-prefect. 

The  SfJPBRiOK  FsBPBCT  of  the  department  of  Calima." 

From  the  above  communication  it  is  evident  Alcaraz  was  shot  in  cold  blood, 
and  we  aie  tempted  to  inqnin  in  wliat  kind  of  society  we  are  living.  After  this 
we  have  nothing  more  to  say  ;  the  facts  are  eloquent. 

Colooel  Montenegro  has  our  most  sincere  condolence.  In  less  than  three 
ran  he  has  lost  three  of  bis  sous  by  violence.  We  sympathize  with  him  in 
his  grief,  aad  pray  for  the  eternal  repose  of  young  Diego's  soul. 

Aher  the  above  was  written  we  saw  another  letter  &om  Zapotlan,  (irom  which 
ve  take  the  following: 

"As  Gregorio  Contreras  was  returning  from  bis  farm  last  night  he  was  at- 
tacked and  murdered  near  the  city  by  Rafael  Chavez,  one  of  the  police  appointed 
by  Robledo.  The  assassin  has  not  yet  been  arrested,  tbongn  a  warrant  has 
been  issued,  and  he  is  still  in  the  place.  Robledo  and  Chavez  were  personal 
enemies  of  the  deceased ;  the  former  hated  bim  because  he  was  a  liberal,  the 
Utter  had  a  private  grudge  against  him." 

This  letter  says  the  Uonteaegro  boya  were  going  to  Tecalitlan  to  buy  cattle 
when  they  were  mordered. 


[Enclorare  No.  8.] 
OBITUARY. 

GaudalaMBA,  June  29,  1866. 

J.  Gandalnpe  Montenegro  and  wife  inform  you,  with  profound  grief,  that  their 
ton  Diego,  aged  sixteen  years  and  five  months,  was  murdered  and  robbed,  on 
the  Slat  of  this  month,  by  order  of  the  chief  authority  of  Zapotlan,  for  no  other 
crime  than  being  named  Montenegro. 

They  hee  you  to  pray  God  for  the  eternal  repose  of  his  soul,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  the  lives  and  property  of  us  unfortunate  Mexicans. 

I  Printed  by  Brambila.) 
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[EDdomue  Ho.  9.] 

ORDER  OP  A    CONSCRIPTION. 

By  order  of  the  government  measareB  have  been  taken  in  reference  to  a  par- 
tial conscription,  according  to  the  law  of  the  Sletof  NoTember,  which  inatitntes 
conscription,  the  basis  of  the  militarv  organization  of  Enrope. 

The  following  is  the  circular  whi<±  this  prefectnra  has  pnbliBhed  : 

PRBPRCTURA  PoLITU'-A  OP  THE  DISTRICT  OP  THE  VaLLBY  OP  UbXICO, 

Mexico,  June  6,  1866. 

The  ministry  of  gobemacion,  tinder  date  of  yesterday,  has  addressed  to  tlui 
prefectnra  the  following  commnnicatioa  ; 

His  majesty  the  emperor  hae  decided  that,  in  accordance  with  articles  3d 
and  t2th  of  Uie  law  of  the  let  of  Norember,  1865,  the  partial  conscription,  on 
the  terms  therein  prescribed,  shall  be  proceeded  with.  This  conscriptioa  is  de- 
signed to  call  into  service  a  certain  number  of  men  necessary  to  the  reorganiza- 
tion of  several  companies.    The  following  is  the  basis  determined  on : 

On  Sunday,  the  ISth  of  July  of  the  present  year,  a  draft  for  2,300  men  will 
take  place  in  the  capital  of  the  district  of  the  Valley  of  Mexico  and  in  the  capi- 
tals of  the  diptricta  of  Puebla  and  Queretaro. 

2.  The  city  of  Mexico  will  furnish  1,449  men,  Pnebia  1,543,  and  Qnetetan 
345. 

3.  The  said  towns  will  be  exempted  fhim  the  general  coDBcription  which  will 
soon  take  place  throughout  the  empire. 

The  draft  will  take  place  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  tlie 
let  of  November,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  commnnicate  this  to  your  excellency,  in  order  that  the 
necessary  orders  may  be  transmitted  to  the  respective  anthorities,  according  to 
the  decision  of  bis  majesty,  and  to  request  that  you  will  send  me  a  copy  of 
these  orders  for  the  information  and  action,  if  necessary,  of  the  minbtry  under 
my  charge. 

Tkt  MinUltr  of  Gohernacion, 

dALAZAB  lLAS.'BSiQ,\il.—{L'EHafetu.) 


PENSION   TO  THE   FAMILY  OP  OBNBRAL  ZABAGOZA. 

The  Diario  del  Imperio  of  yesterday  says: 

"The  widow  of  General  Zaragoza  has  received  a  pension,  which  ahe  jiutly 
deserved,  in  virtue  of  an  existing  law  that  has  never  been  repealed.  His 
majesty  coidd  not  be  so  unjust  as  to  refnse  a  support  to  orphans. 

"  This  act  is  just  because  it  is  according  to  law,  aod  gencroue  becanse  it  ia  re- 
lief to  an  unfortunate  famUy.  It  has  given  ofibnce  puliticalty,  which  sbonld 
not  have  been,  as  his  majesty's  sentiments  for  his  gloiiooe  alUee.  the  French, 
are  well  known. 

"  It  ie  judging  Ul  of  France  to  think  she  wiU  be  displeased  with  an  act  of  jus- 
tice, which  ie  helping  a  widow  with  a  family.  This  great  nation,  that  has  given 
BO  many  noble  examples  of  generosity  to  itii  enemies,  will  never  deny  jusUce  to 
the  relatives  of  a  man  with  whom  it  baa  contended.  If  it  is  necessary  to  give  ex- 
amples, we  will  remind  you  that  the  Bourbon  government  granted  a  pension  for 
life  to  RobeBpierre's  sister,  and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  Napoieon  gives  a 
splendid  pension  to  the  Emir  Abd  el  Kader,  who  fought  against  France  for  sev- 
enteen yeara. 

"  So  It  will  be  noble  to  let  this  question  reet,  as  it  only  acknowledgCB  the  right 
of  a  widow  protected  by  the  luws  of  the  laud." 
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[EdcIocutc  No.  11.— From  El  Pbjbio  Tetde,  Mexico,  June,  1686.  ] 

A   FALSE  BTBF. 

"  The  Eetafette  gives  the  above  title  to  the  ratification  of  the  peneion  voted  by 
the  rebels  in  their  congress  to  the  family  of  Don  Ignacio  Zaragoza,  a  notice  of 
which  was  pnblisbed  in  the  Sociedad.  The  Estafette  hopes  it  is  a  mistake,  and 
thalthe  pnblication  will  be  contradicted,  and  then  makes  these  comments : 

"  If  it  were  a  private  charity  no  attentioD  would  be  paid  to  it,  nobody  would 
otnect  in  the  least ;  bat  tbe  publicity  of  the  afiair  shows  it  has  a  political  sig- 
nification, and  each  one  interprets  it  after  hia  own  fashion.     The  Jiiarists  say  : 

"'If  Uaximilian  by  tbia  means  to  confess  that  General  Zaragosa  was  welU 
deserving  of  bis  coontry  because  he  resisted  the  foreign  invaders,  why  does  he 
contiaae  to  make  war  on  Juarez,  and  treat  as  rebels  those  wbo  are  now  follow- 
iog  the  patriotic  traditions  of  the  defender  of  Pnebla?  Zarogoza  would  have 
fought  against  htm  jnst  as  he  did  against  Lorencez.  The  general's  gloiy  is  onr 
heritage,  and  we  scorn  the  alms  given  to  his  widow.  We  must  tremble  now, 
vhen  they  eeek  to  conquer  as  with  pensions  I' 

"The  conservatives,  on  their  part,  make  tbe  following  remarks: 

'"As  th«  government  raises  this  monument  to  the  memory  of  Zarajrosa,  and 
publicly  proclaims  him  worthy  of  the  nation's  gmtitade,  we  who  called  for  in- 
tervention, and  cbose  Maximilian  as  emperor  of  Meiico,  we  who  support  dif- 
finent  men  and  entertain  different  opinions,  we  must  be  the  rascally  traitors  I 
Xoifaing  should  be  given  to  him  who  renounces  a  caoee ! 

"'As  to  tlie  red  breeches,  they  thought  it  tbe  strongest  investment  that  could 
be  made  of  money  lent  by  tbe  French  treasury  to  tbe  Mexican  government.' " 

The  Estafette  concludes  by  declaring  the  grant  a  false  step,  that  should  not 
ksvB  been  taken  till  tbe  enemy  was  conquered.  It  says  :  "The  challenge  was 
ucepted ;  war  was  declared  and  is  now  being  waged ;  the  trumpet  has  soimded, 
ssd  no  friendly  feeling  or  impossible  compromise  must  be  mentioned  till  tbe 
contest  is  over." 

The  echo  of  that, declaration  of  the  Estafette  will  be  heard  for  many  years 


[Enclosure  No.  13.] 

PBB80\8   ARBB8TBD. 

The  Diario  del  Imperio  says  :  The  government  has  ordered  tbe  arrest  of  the 
following  perBuns,  distnrbers  of  public  peace  and  order,  in  conformity  with  ar- 
ticle 77  of  the  statutes  : 

Felidano  Ghararria,  General  Joe^  Rojo,  Mr.  Kampherr,  Pedro  Echavarria, 
Aogustin  Cmz,  Angnstia  Zires,  (general,)  Hanael  M.  Puente,  Juan  Mateos, 
Ignacio  Ramirez,  General  Joa^  de  la  Parra,  Manuel  Parada,  Gabriel  M.  Islas, 
Antonio  M.  Zamacona,  Padre  OrdoQez,  Joe6  M.  Arroyo,  Joaquin  Alcalde,  and 
J.  A.Gamboa. 

[Endosure  No.  13.] 

PUBBLA,  Jiily  SO,  1866. 
BespBCTBD  Sir  ;••***• 
The  Austrian  army  has  been  recently  oivanized  here  and  merged  into  the 
Xezican  army.  Tbe  men  are  allowed  to  choose  their  arms ;  $25  bounty  is 
offered  to  every  soldier  wbea  be  enlists,  and  tbe  same  sum  is  given  when  his 
ttme  ii  ont  to  pay  his  expenses  home,  if  he  does  not  choose  to  remain  in  Mexico ; 
but  if  be  remsuns  land  is  given  to  him. 
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The  circular  tetter  of  the  Montenegro  family,  in  Guadalajara,  the  original  of 
which  I  aend  yon,  with  the  Boletin  de  Guadalajara,  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the 
true  state  of  aSaire  in  Mexico.  The  Sociedad  pablished  the  document  and  got 
a  warning  for  it,  and  iB  now  euBpended  for  a  month  for  publishing  a  paragraph 
taken  from  the  Courrier  of  New  York,  that  took  it  from  the  Pariii  Presee.  It 
wanted  to  supply  ita  BoppreBBion  by  a  Boletio,  but  only  one  number  waa  printed. 

The  NoticioBO  and  the  Diablo  Predicador.  of  Vera  Cruz,  have  been  enp- 
preesed ;  and  it  is  thought  that  ia  lesB  than  a  month  there  will  be  no  other  pa- 
pers in  the  countiy  than  Fresch  and  official  joumalB. 

The  following  peraonB  have  been  arrested  in  Mexico  and  transported  to  Yuca- 
tan without  any  ressonH  for  the  act: 

Ignacio  Ramirez,  Joaquin  Alcalde,  Manuel  8.  Parada,  Gabriel  M.  Yslas,  Jnan 
MateoB,  Pedro  Echeverria,  Antonio  Zamacona,  Manuel  Morales  Pnente,  Joe^ 
Miguel  Arroyo,  Generals  Augnstin  Zires,  John  Kamper,  FeUciano  Chavania, 
Joa^  Maria  Rojo,  Augustin  Cruz,  Joe^  Parra,  and  Priest  Ordofiez.  These  pris- 
oners arrived  at  Puebla  on  the  17lh,  at  midnight,  in  two  coaches,  escorted  by 
militia,  and  continued  their  jonmey  in  a  few  honrs.  They  were  kept  in  the  Con- 
ception military  priaon,  and  were  not  permitted  to  see  anybody.        *  * 

The  escort  had  orders  to  shoot  any  that  attempted  to  escape,  or  any  who 
might  try  to  rescue  them.  It  is  said  aeven^  others,  whose  names  arp  down  in 
Mexico,  will  soon  follow  theae,  and  forty-eight  leave  here  to-day  with  the  escort 
for  Yucatan.  They  are  the  insurgents  of  the  Palma  ward,  and  those  who 
stoned  the  tables  set  out  for  the  draft  The  government  of  this  city  has  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  the  capital  and  ordered  Uie  arrest  of  many  persons  here, 
and  I  am  among  the  first.  «  •  *  *  • 

Those  order^  to  be  arrested  at  the  same  Ume  with  me  are,  most  of  them,  in 
prison,  and  will  soon  be  on  their  way  to  Yucatan. 

The  liberals  seized  the  garrison  of  Papantia,  aa  yon  know,  and  took  poeses- 
eion  of  the  town.  A  column  of  500  men  with  three  pieces  of  artillery  was  sent 
to  recover  it.  The  liberals  allowed  them  to  come  in,  and  then  surroanded  them, 
and  forced  them  to  surrender,  taking  oil  their  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisiMis. 
I'he  officers  of  the  traitors  were  ahot,  the  Anatrians  were  kept  in  prison,  and 
the  common  soldiers  were  released. 

»■*««**• 
I  mav  be  excused  for  calling  your  attention  to  the  situation  of  the  country 
where  toere  is  no  national  government,  but  one  forced  upon  the  people  by 
French  bayonets.  There  is  no  freedom  of  the  press  ;  no  personal  secnrity ;  no 
guaranteea  of  any  kind.  Everybody  is  persecuted  ;  anarchy  and  tyrxuny  pre- 
vail everywhere.  It  ia  not  strange  that  the  conutry  is  excited — that  an  emp- 
tion  is  breaking  out  which  will  cost  much  blood  and  many  tears. 

*♦»*♦*• 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

RAFAEL  J.  GARCIA. 
Mr.  Matias  Bombbo,  i»  Wiuhinglim. 

Washinoton,  Aitgutt  15,  1866. 
A  tnte  copy ; 

F.  D.  MAOIN, 
Second  Secretary  of  tie  LegatUm. 
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[EnelosnTB  No.  14.— From  the  Now  York  Tribnne  of  Ao^iut  16,  1966.] 

'OiTY  OP  Ubxico,  Jtdy  20, 1866. 
Oreat  ezdtuRGiit  baa  been  occarioned  in  all  tbe  principal  citiee  b;  the  order 
tn  a  draft  to  fill  ap  tbe  imperialiet  army.  The  modeB  of  nuaing  troops  under 
tbe  republic  were  voluntary  enlietment  or  leva,  wbicb  latter  proceaa,  resembling 
the  old  English  impreaement  for  the  naval  service,  was  merely  tbe  sending  oat 
of  an  armed  force  and  making  a  general,  indiecriminate  "gobble  up"  of  every 
able-bodied  male,  to  put  him  incontinently  into  the  ranks — to  run  away,  of  coarse, 
on  tbe  first  suitable  oecaaioo.  In  lien  of  tbia  system,  tbe  emperor  decreed  a  drafk 
or  conscription,  by  lot,  with  tbe  tiatial  provisions  for  exemption,  and  also  one  for 
paying  four  hundred  dollars  to  the  goremment  for  a  suDstitnte  for  a  drafted 
man.  Neither  fighting  nor  paying  money  being  a  faroriteoccnpation  with  Mex- 
ican townspeople,  a  stampede  from  the  towns  to  the  moontaina  or  other  hiding 
places  bad  b^nn.  A  journal  of  Qaeretaro  states  that  it  was  so  general  in  that 
city,  among  all  classes,  that  on  tbe  day  appointed  for  tbe  dtaA  probably  none 
but  tbe  exempts  would  be  left.  A  like  exodus  bad  commenced  in  Mexico  and 
Pnebla,  as  tbe  15tb  of  July  bad  been  announced  as  the  day  on  which  tbe  lottery 
for  the  honor  of  bearine  arms  was  to  come  off.     Before  that  day  arrived  it  was 

foitponed.  and  finally  due  official  Diario  of  tbe  19th  declared  that  the  entire  drsft 
ad  been  indefinitely  postponed  as  "nunecessary."  Tbe  announcement  con- 
tiini  many  pretty  reflectiona  on  tbe  glory  of  defending  one's  country,  and  tbe 
equity  and  advantages  of  a  dtaSi;  but  saya  that  inasmuch  as  tbe  authorities  id 
tbe  provinces  had  represented  to  the  emperor  that  tbe  rural  guards,  already 
disciplined,  sufficed  for  tbe  desired  increase  of  the  army,  the  draft  would  only 
give  them  raw  troops  in  greater  numbers  than  tbe  service  required. 

The  Estafette  gave  publicity  to  some  strange  rumors  in  reference  to  General 
Almonte,  formerly  tbe  chief  of  the  moosrchical  party  in  Mexico,  and  bead  of  the 
regency  prior  to  Maximilian's  arrival  in  the  country.  These  rumors  were  that 
the  general,  on  his  way  laat  winter  to  France,  as  Mexican  ambassador  to  that 
country,  called  on  Santa  Anna  at  St.  Thomas,  and  hod  a  protracted  interview 
with  the  exiled  cbieftaiti,  the  result  of  which  was  a  secret  union  of  those  two 
former  bitter  enemies,  with  a  view  to  dethroning  Maximilian.  The  official  Diario 
of  July  17  noticed  in  a  few  lines  these  rumors,  and  queerly  odds :  "We  caa 
affirm  that  we  know  of  no  fonndatiou  for  any  such  reports."  One  of  its  cotem- 
poraries  calls  attention  to  the  singnlar  wording  of  this  denial,  and  adds:  "Until 
tbe  Diario  shall  have  said  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  reports,  we  incline  to 
believe  them." 

It  has  long  been  known  to  those  acquainted  with  Mexican  aSaire  that  Almonte 
wu  veiy  dissatisfied.  He  bad  received  from  the  emperor  Maximilian  high 
court  positions,  but  seemed  to  be  excluded  from  employments  of  real  power  and 
influence,  until  his  recent  appointment  as  ambassador  to  Louis  Kapoleon.  There 
ie  also,  we  believe,  no  doubt  that  on  his  way  to  Paris  he  and  General  Brinconrt, 
of  tbe  Preach  army  in  Mexico,  paid  Santa  Anna  a  long  visit. 

Private  advices  received  in  ^is  city  state  that  Almonte's  desertion  of  the 
emperor  and  complicity  with  Santa  Anna  were  generally  believed  in  well- 
iafonned  circles  in  that  city,  and  at  one  time  it  was  expected  that  a  decree 
would  appear  depriving  him  of  his  employments  and  outlawing  him.  It  was 
fiirther  asserted  tnat  he  had  nsed  bis  position  at  Paris  to  influence  the  French 
Emperor  against  Maximilian  ;  that  hia  intrigues  had  been  diaclosed  to  the  em- 
press Carlotta  in  a  letter  from  no  less  a  personage  than  tbe  Empi'ess  Eugenie, 
who  advised  her  sister  of  Mexico  to  counteract  them  in  person  ;  and  that  that 
letter  occasioned  the  abrupt  departure  of  tbe  latter  for  Paris  during  the  absence 
of  Marshal  Bazaine  on  his  journey  to  northern  Mexico,  and  without  conaulting 
the  wishes  or  opinions  of  the  French.  The  Mexican  minister  of  foreign  affiiirs, 
S^or  de  CaatiUo,  oceompauied  the  empress  Carlotta  on  hec  European  journey. 
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The  BBme  number  of  the  Diario  f^vea  a  list  of  pereone  arrested  in  the  city  of 
Kezico  on  July  15,  OD  the  charf^e  of  conspiriii^  to  disturb  the  public  peace  and 
order.  Their  nomee  are  as  follows ;  Qenerals  Job^  Bojo.  Agnatin  Ziree  and  Joe^ 
de  la  Farra,  the  Padre  OrdoBez,  Measra.  Feliciano  ChaTarri,  Wampher,  Pedro 
£cheraTTia,AeTiBtinGraz,  Manuel  Morales Puente,  Juan  Mateoi.IgnacioRamires, 
Manuel  Parada,  Qabriel  Maria  lalae,  Antonio  Maria  Zamacona,  Joad  Hignel 
Arroyo,  and  Joaquin  Alcalde. 

Most  of  these  persona  are  partjaans  of  Santa  Anna  the  rest  are  active  liberals. 
BeQor  Arroyo  was  assistant  secretary  of  state  under  Santa  Anna's  last  diclato^ 
ebip,  and  the  Padre  Arroyo  is  one  of  his  most  devoted  partisans.  All  the  pris- 
oners, except  the  padre,  whose  illness  precluded  his  removal,  were  sent  off  oa 
July  17  to  Yucatan,  the  Mexican  Dry  Tortugas. 

The  French  journals,  the  Eatafetle  and  Ere  Nonvelle,  aie  jubilant  over  the 
emperor's  change  of  policy.     The  former,  of  July  37,  says : 

"  In  presence  of  the  enmities  exhibited  apiinst  the  empire,  and  of  the  daoeen 
which  Utreaten  it,  the  direction  of  public  afiairs  should  not  remain  in  irresolnte 
hands.  It  is  necessary  to  oppose  Uie  audacity  of  the  insni^nts  with  calm  and 
inflexible  energy,  disorders  with  the  action  of  justice,  the  excesses  of  the  oligaichs 
with  effectual  repression,  and  secret  intrigues  with  a  command  to  cease. 

"It  would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  empire  to  remain  inert  and  vacillating;  it  would 
be  intolerable  to  think  that  a  flaghonored  in  every  quarter  should  M  derided 
and  scoffed  at  with  impunity.  That  flag,  whether  it  shall  withdraw  soon  or 
late,  must  leave  behind  it  glorious  memories,  and  command  respect  from  both 
friends  and  fbea. 

"  A  monarchy  cannot  be  founded  on  plunder  and  with  supporters  of  anarchy ; 
the  empire  should  seek  in  the  stanch  imperialiBts  its  defenders  and  active  leaden. 
It  was  high  time  to  do  so ;  bat  it  is  not  too  late ;  the  adoption  of  a  resolute  aod 
consistent  policy  may  still  secure  both  the  present  and  the  future.  The  dose 
alliance  between  the  empire  and  the  French  army  will  give  to  Mexico  the  force 
and  credit  sufficient  to  overcome  all  enemies  and  frustrate  all  plots. 

"  The  Juorists,  Ortegists,  and  Santaniste  have  declared  open  war,  war  with- 
out quarter,  against  the  imperial  government  and  the  French  flag.  The  war  is 
accepted,  uid  will  be  carried  on  as  it  should  be.  This  is  the  meaning  of  tbe 
new  ministry.     The  game  is  regularly  begun,  and  swords  are  trumps." 

The  Pajaro  Verde,  (organ  of  the  Church  party,)  in  its  number  of  July  88, 
quotes  the  above  editorial,  and  adds : 

"  Our  readers  will  understand  the  deep  significance  of  tbe  words  of  the  Esti- 
fette ;  we  are  able  to  add  that  his  majesty,  on  last  Wednesday  night,  remarked 
to  some  very  distinguished  persons  who  dined  at  his  table,  that  the  lovers  of 
order  wonld,  within  a  few  days,  have  cause  to  be  satisfied.  We  will  not  assume 
to  interpret  the  imperial  wor<)s ;  onr  readers,  learning  of  them  and  aware  of 
recent  events,  will  know  how  to  attach  to  them  the  very  highest  value." 


[Eaclosun  No.  16.] 
Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico  : 

In  consideration  of  the  merits  and  good  qualities  of  Ur.  Friant,  chief  intend- 
ant  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  we  have  teen  pleased  to  confer  a|ion  him  die 
office  of  minister  of  finance. 

Given  in  Mexico  the  26tb  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  the  emperor : 

JOS£  SALAZAR ILABBEGUI, 

Minitter  t^  GoctntnaU. 
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Maximilian,  emperor  of  ICezico : 

In  order  to  save  expeaees  to  the  pnblic  treKsnr^,  we  btve  been  pleased  to  di- 
rect that  the  department  of  fomento  be  temporarily  annexed  to  that  of  gober- 
naeioD. 

Onr  minister  of  the  interior  ie  charged  with  the  execndon  of  this  decree. 

Given  in  Mexico  the  2Cth  Jvly,  1S66. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

B7  tlie  emperor : 

JOBt  SALAZAR  ILABREGUI. 

Minuter  of  GooenuiieiU: 


Maximilian,  emperor  of  Hexieo  ; 

In  coQflideration  of  the  merits  and  good  qualities  of  General  Osmont,  chief  of 
staff  and  major  general  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  we  have  been  pleased  to  con- 
fer apon  him  the  office  of  minister  of  war. 
Given  in  Mexico  26tb  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  the  emperor : 

JOSE  SALAZAR  ILARHEGUI. 

Minuter  of  GoBemmenL 


Mr.  Seward  to  SeHor  Rowtero. 

Dkfabthbnt  of  Statk, 

Wathington,  Augutt  23, 1866. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  (^  yonr  commnnication  of 
the  19th  instant,  containing  certain  information  extracted  from  Mexican  and  New 
I'ork  papers,  on  the  subject  of  the  condition  of  affaire  in  Mexico  up  to  the  end 
of  last  montli,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myaelf  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  aesorancee  of  my  most 
distinKaiBhed  consideradm. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Sdlor  Don  M.  Bombbo,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  ifc. 


hetterfrem  Prendent  Juarez. 

El  Paso,  December  28,  1865. 
Mv  DBAS  Sir  :  I  have  received  yoMt  fovor  of  the  12th  of  October,  in  which 
yon  acknowledge  receipt  of  mine  of  17th  of  August.  Yon  will  soon  receive,  if 
it  is  not  already  in  yonr  hands,  the  one  I  sent  you  in  November,  announcing 
the  withdrawal  of  the  French  from  Chihuahua  and  other  points  on  this  frontier, 
and  my  departure  for  the  capital  of  this  State,  where  I  arrived  on  the  SOtb  of 
that  month.  A  few  days  afterwards,  however,  and  without  onr  being  able,  up 
to  the  present  time,  to  learn  the  object  of  so  many  marches  and  coontermarchea, 
the  enemy  again  commenced  a  new  expedition  to  reoccnpy  Chihuahua,  which 
took  place  on  the  11th.  Ou  the  9th  I  left  there,  and  on  the  18th  arrived  here 
without  incident.  By  these  movements  the  enemy  has  in  no  way  improved  his  sit- 
natkm;  heisonly  consuming  his  last  resonices  and  demoralizing  his  forces.   With 
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the  Attitade  that  tbe  gorenimetit  of  the  Uaited  Stated  hu  lately  assntned,  Hai 
imiliaa  bae  now  not  tJbe  elighteat  probability  of  cementing  bis  Bo-called  throne. 
He  muBt  aee  very  clearly  tbat  even  should  he  arrive  at  the  complete  conqnest  of 
tbc  country,  occupying  with  hie  forces,  even  to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  republic, 
and  destroying  the  natioual  government,  which,  however,  will  never  take  place, 
the  United  States  will  never  permit  him  to  consolidate  bis  power,  and  his  sacri- 
fices and  his  victories  will  have  connted  for  nothing.  This  certain  result  is 
already  in  the  conviction  of  ulL  It  has  augmented  the  increasing  discourage- 
ment of  our  opponents,  and  has  reanimated  the  pnblic  spirit  on  our  side  to  such 
an  extent  that,  in  my  judgment,  without  the  necessity  of  the  United  States  tak- 
ing any  direct  part  in  oar  war,  we  shall  ourselves  alone  be  able  to  obtain  the 
definitive  triumph  of  the  cause  of  the  national  independence.  Such  is  my  de- 
eire,  and  to  such  result  all  my  efforts  are  directed.  Although  Napoleon,  from 
his  pride  and  the  habitual  depreciation  with  which  he  has  treated  ns,  may  not 
be  ready  to  propose  terms,  yet  the  time  is  soon  coming  when  he  will  be  gisd  to 
aturept  thoee  we  proposed  before  the  war.  For  ourselves,  we  will  neither  pro- 
pose nor  accept  anything,  absolutely  nothing,  which,  in  the  slightest  degree,  can 
imply  any  recognition  of  the  intervention,  or  that  may  be  contrary  to  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  country.  Have  hut  a  little  patience,  and  the  time  will  soon 
come  when  yon  can  return  to  our  country,  free  at  last  from  all  its  oppreasois. 
Truly,  your  friend, 

BENITO  JUAKEZ. 


London,  April  29, 1865. 

Sib:  I  have  witnessed  with  profound  admiration  and  sympathy  the  heroism 
and  enetgy  with  which  the  Mexican  people  have  resisted  the  criminal  and  arro- 
gant attempts  of  the  Man  of  December  to  impose  the  yoke  of  an  Austrian  ad- 
venturer upon  their  free  and  independent  country.  The  outrages  perpetrated 
by  such  "good  Catholics  and  good  Christians"  as  Forey  and  his  murderous 
myrmidons  have  tarnished  the  lustre  of  the  French  character  with  the  indelible 
Btain  of  lawless  inhumanity,  but  have  not  surprised  those  who  remember  the 
noparalleled  efirontry  with  which  be  coDveved  in  felons'  vans  to  loathsome  dun- 
geons all  that  was  itlnstrions  and  veueraole  in  his  own  degraded  and  down- 
trodden country.  At  that  unhappy  and  unaospicious  epoch  (1851)  patriotism 
and  virtue  were  relentlessly  proscribed,  and  peijury  and  recklessness  rewarded 
by  elevation  to  the  highest  honors  of  the  State;  unprincipled  men  were  loaded 
with  wealth  and  titles  for  daring  and  deplorable  outrages  which  merited  the 
gallows,  the  guillotine,  or  the  trc^milL  Had  M.  Bonaparte  not  succeeded,  he 
wottld  have  ^n  justly  sentenced  to  sweep  the  streets  of  Paris  in  the  garb  of  a 
criminal,  instead  of  drenohing  them  with  the  blood  of  the  innocent  and  nn- 
armed. 

We  must  not  presume  to  arraign  the  decrees  of  an  all-wise  and  inscrutable 
Providence;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  treasons  and  triumphs  of  that 
man  are  more  reconcilable  with  the  vengeance  than  the  clemency  of  the  Divine 
Being.  He  has  been  on  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty  far  loading 
France  with  debt,  corrupting  the  morals  of  the  rising  generation  by  the  exam- 
ple of  a  prodigal  and  profligate  court,  and,  to  the  eteroal  disgrace  of  its  timid 
and  truckling  sovereigns,  seee  Europe  at  his  feeL 

Tour  undaunted  intrepidity  and  stem  defiance,  sir,  ought  to  raise  a  blosh  on 
the  cbeeke  of  these  degenerate  and  degraded  monarchs.  The  persevarenoe  and 
magnanimity  with  which  you  have  on  all  occasions  found  &een  resonrcea  nuder 
defeats  and  difficulties,  and  resisted  the  most  criminal  and  cowardly  agression 
ever  attempted  by  heartless  and  capricious  ambition,  entitle  yon  to  the  naapeet 
and  sympathy  of  every  faononhle  mind,  and  your  name  will  hereafter  b«  en- 
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rolled  maoBfc  tbe  gsllant  and  gloriooB  champions  of  national  li«ed«>m  and  inde- 
pendence. I  have,  daring  Beveral  years,  been  contemplating  the  8ang;uinarr 
tcenes  by  which  the  Foreya  and  Bozaiues  have  brought  infamy  upon  tht!  French 
name  with  feelings  of  abhorrence  and  diegUBt,  and  now  take  the  liberty  to  re- 
qneflt  your  acceptance  of  a  pamphlet,  in  which  I  have  recently  endeavored  to 
hold  up  to  public  Bcom  their  atnwiouB  and  unprincipled  acts. 

lUs  country  is  still  ringing  from  one  end  to  tbe  other  with  the  ttnanimons 
eipreseions  of  indignation  which  the  base  and  bratal  mnrder  of  President  Lin- 
coln was  so  well  c^cuIaCed  to  elicit.  At  the  same  time,  while  anxious  to  do  the 
most  ample  jnatice  to  the  virtues  and  services  of  the  late  excellent  and  estimable 
ruler  of  the  great  and  gloriouB  American  republic,  I  am  inclined  to  hope  that 
President  Johnson  will  lose  no  time  in  asBuming  a  more  decided  and  determin- 
ate tone  in  reference  to  the  affaire  of  Mexico.  He  is  no  donbt  well  aware  that 
the  Han  of  Deceul)er  woold  never  have  attempted  this  flagitions  and  unpardon- 
able outrage  had  America  remained  peaceful  and  united,  bnt  that  he  took  «  eelf- 
leh,  sinister  advantage  of  her  internal  divieians  to  perpetrate  an  act  only  sur- 
passed in  lawlessness  and  arrogance  by  the  crime  of  1851.  This  feeling,  I  re- 
joice to  perceive,  appears  to  predominate  amongst  the  American  senators,  who 
must  be  convineea  that  this  perfidious  and  piratical  invasion  was  as  much  an 
iondt  to  the  United  States  as  on  outrage  npon  the  Mexican  repnblic. 

I  understand  that  President  Johnson,  with  his  characteristic  and  outspoken 
manliness,  has  expressed  himself  very  strongly  on  this  subject,  and  that  the 
enforcement  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  (of  which  I  cordially  approve)  will  be  one 
of  the  primary  objects  to  which  his  attention  will  be  directed.  American  patri- 
ots have  a  far  better  right  to  defend  a  popular  and  universally  acknowledged 
republic  than  the  Man  of  December  has  to  force  a  spurious  monarchy  npon  a 
resisting  and  exasperated  people^  I  purposely  name  the  Man  of  December,  in- 
stead of  doing  to  a  great  nation  the  injustice  of  ascribiug  this  flagitious  act  to 

The  French  people,  with  the  exception  of  the  tools  and  toadies  of  despotism, 
are  almost  unanimona  in  repndia^ng  this  Quixotic  expedition;  and  I  believe 
tliat  the  march  of  an  American  army  of  100,000  men  for  the  liberation  of  Mex- 
L«o  would  excite  snch  a  storm  of  indignation  against  tbe  French  ruler  as  would  lead 
to  bis  speedy  downfall,  and  restore  the  blessing  of  freedom,  not  only  to  Mexico,  but 
to  France  itself,  which  is  already  beginning  to  chafe  nnder  the  arbitrary  and  per- 
nieions  influence  of  a  yoke  to  which  they  have  too  long  and  too  tamely  sub- 
nitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ranaiD,  with  the  highest  respect  for  your  character,  and 
the  most  cordial  Irishes  for  yonr  success,  your  very  obedient  and  devoted  ser- 

GEOBQE  SINCLAIR. 


No.  38. 


SeMor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Tmulation.] 
Mexican  Lbqation  in  the  U.nited  Statbs  op  Ambrica, 

Wiu&iitgton,  August  26,  18G6. 
Hr.  SbcbbtabY  i  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  the  information  of 
the  goverameDt  of  the  United  States,  No.  SI  of  the  official  psj>er  of  the  consti- 
tutional  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  20th  Jnly  last,  and  con- 
taining a  brief  and  correct  accoont  of  events  in  the  city  of  FarrBi,  State  of  Chi- 
bnohoa,  which  occurred  in  the  months  of  March  and  April  of  this  year,  while 
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the  French  were  in  posaeBBion  of  tliat  portion  of  the  country.  It  will  give  yon 
some  idea  of  the  ontragee  of  all  kinds  committed  by  the  French  troops  npon  «  de- 
fenceless and  peaceahle  population,  who  are  ^Ity  before  the  interventionists  of 
the  crime  of  loving  their  country. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  youi  ^Si.  Secretaiy,  the  as- 
ranutces  of  my  most  dietingniabed  consideratioD. 

M.  ROHEBO. 

Hon.  WtLUAH  H.  Sbwaro,  ^c  ^^  ipc. 


[EDclomre  So.  1.] 

N'OTBS  FOR  TBB  HISTORY  OF  THB    FRB\CH  INTBBVBNTIOrt. 

The  decree  of  the  3d  of  October  was  publiuhed  at  Parral  on  the  2d  of  March. 
There  was  a  dance  that  night  at  Alleade,  attended  mostly  by  the  town  T>eople. 
Some  of  the  attendants,  excited  by  the  hate  they  all  have  for  the  empire,  shouted 
for  the  repablic  and  disarmed  the  imperial  guard.  The  greater  part  of  the  citi- 
■ena  then  assembled,  and,  fearing  some  disturbance,  Don  Guadalupe  SotOi  a  man 
of  note  in  the  place,  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  insui^nts, 

When  troops  came  from  Parral,  Soto,  having  no  arms  or  ammnnidon,  fell  back 
to  Atotoniico,  where  he  asked  aid  of  Augustin  Vasauez  to  attack  the  imperial- 
ists, or,  at  least,  to  give  him  arms.  Vasques  refused,  because  be  had  no  ordeia 
from  the  State  governor,  with  whom  he  was  in  communication. 

The  prefect  of  Parral,  in  the  mean  time,  bad  published  a  circnler  addressed  to 
the  chief  citiaeus,  notifyiug  them  to  furnish  a  man  mounted  and  armed,  for  eaoh 
fiunily,  to  defend  the  place.    This  order  was  partly  obeyed. 

The  rural  gnard  and  some  infantry  came  from  the  valley,  under  Qnillenno 
Ortii,  to  atta^  Snto,  while  he  was  trying  to  surpriae  them.  The  two  parties 
met  at  Amoles  Secos,  and  after  a  few  shots  Xbe  rustics  scattered,  and  Solo  fell 
back  with  the  loss  of  eighteen  prisoners  and  a  few  wounded.  The  imperial 
forces  then  went  back  to  Parral  with  the  prisoners  and  arms  they  had  captured. 

About  the  middle  of  March  Soto  agtun  marched  to  the  valley,  and  had  an  in- 
terview with  Vosquei,  who  had  received  orders  from  General  Termzns  to  occupy 
Parral.     When  they  had  joined,  the  latter  took  command  of  the  column. 

As  soon  as  the  prefect  of  Parral  learned  that  Soto  and  Vaeqaez  were  at  El 
Valle  be  assembled  the  rural  guard  and,  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  isaned  an 
order  for  all  the  inhabitants  to  assemble,  armed,  at  eight  o'clock,  under  penalty 
of  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  October.    Nobody  obeyed  uie  order. 

The  next  day,  at  two  o'clock,  another  order  was  published,  commanding  those 
who  hud  not  responded  to  the  call  of  the  day  previous  to  send  two  armod  men 
to  the  prefecture  at  six  o'clock  that  evening,  else  be  subjected  to  a  fine  of  two 
hundred  or  two  thousand  dollars  and  be  condemned  to  public  works  from  one  to 
six  months.  In  spite  of  the  severity  of  these  penalties  very  few  persons  obeyed 
the  order. 

On  the  SSd,  at  noon,  the  advance  of  the  imperialiets  heard  that  the  troops  of 
Vasquez  and  Soto  bad  passed  Alamillo.  The  imperial  troops  sallied  out  at 
once  to  attack  the  assaulters  from  the  cemetery  heights.  The  rural  guard  scat- 
tered. The  force  that  had  remained  in  the  palace  also  dispersed.  They  were 
composed  of  a  few  armed  men  commanded  by  some  merchants.  A  few  soldiers 
remained  in  the  Bayo  church,  guarding  the  Valle  prisoners.  About  two  in  the 
afternoon  the  battle  oegan  in  the  edge  of  the  town.  'The  assaulters  were  in  two  col- 
umns. That  under  Vasquez  entered  the  St.  Nicolas  side,  while  Soto's,  driving 
back  the  enemy,  came  in  oy  the  Bayo  church. 

Bonifacio  Favia,  the  commander,  falling  back,  tried  to  reach  the  palace,  bnt 
he  iell  near  the  market,  before  he  got  to  the  square.    Commander  Ortii,  some 
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diataace  behind  FnTia,  could  not  come  np  with  him,  and  fell  back  to  the  B^o 
cfauich.  Vaaqaez,  wishing  to  gave  life,  sent  a  flag  of  parley  to  Oommander  Or- 
tiz.  Vicente  Ocboa  had  charge  of  it  He  took  a  white  flag  and  started  towards 
lliecbnrch.  When  Ortiz  recognized  Ocboa  he  came  out  to  m'«t  him.  Hostil- 
ities were  siupended  white  thi!  terms  of  capitnlatioo  were  arranged  between  Or- 
tiz and  Vasquez  at  the  house  of  the  latter.  The  chiefs  signed  the  capitnlation 
at  six  o'clock  is  the  evening.  By  it  Ortiz  was  allowed  to  retire  with  the  eigh- 
teeD  men  fae  had  left  as  an  escort  for  four  davs.  The  men  who  surrendered  re- 
fosed  to  follow  their  commander,  so  he  hod  to  leave  alone,  after  giving  up  the 
eiglileeo  arms. 

The  next  day  Vasquez,  ai  civil  chief  of  the  district,  proceeded  to  appoint  con- 
ititntioual  antborities. 

News  of  the  capture  of  Chihuahua  was  received  on  the  27tb,  and  the  city  was 
iUaminated  the  next  night. 

Od  the  30th  news  reached  ns  that  a  French  force  had  arrived  at  Oerro 
Gordo,  but  the  Dumber  of  men  was  not  ascertained.  That  day  Vaaqnez  askod 
two  thousand  dollars  of  the  merchants,  to  be  paid  the  nest  day. 

On  the  Slat  the  town  was  alarmed,  at  seven  and  a  half  at  night,  by  some 
shots  in  the  direction  of  Rayo  hill.  It  was  au  express  meseenger  from  Rio 
Florida,  bringing  the  news  that  831  French  had  reached  that  place.  The 
ctmelitotional  forces  fell  back  towards  Chihnahaa. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  at  half  past  ten  in  the  morning,  381  French  and  some  of 
the  scattered  imperialists  of  Cnihuahua  and  Parral.  under  Alvisi,  came  into  the 
town.  He  went  to  several  houses  to  hunt  qnarters  for  his  officers,  and  threatened 
and  iusulted  the  owners  and  persons  living  in  them,  without  even  regard  for  the 

On  the  3d  a  meeting  of  the  city  council  was  called  to  compel  the  people  to 
restore  the  beds  and  cots  the  French  had  left  in  the  hospital  when  they  quit  the 
place.     These  beds  had  been  furnished  by  the  merchants  of  the  place. 

On  the  4tb  the  bouse  of  Jos^  M.  Muiioz  was  destroyed,  his  goods,  furniture, 
and  clathing  bamed,  only  because  some  drunken  men  and  low  women  said  he' 
thot  Faria  from  the  door  of  bis  house.  This  sentence  was  executed  without 
the  least  investigation  of  the  case,  either  by  a  civil  court  or  military  authority. 

On  the  same  day  the  civil  prefect  put  out  the  following  circnlac: 

Hidalgo,  April  4,  1866. 
The  commander  in  chief  of  the  French  forces  orders  that  all  merchants  and 
important  personages  of  the  city  assemble  ia  the  Council  Hall,  fronting  on  the 
pablic  square,  at  two  o'clock  to-nionow,  without  tail.  Those  unable  to  attend 
mm  absence,  sickness,  or  other  causes,  will  send  substitutes,  with  their  excuses. 
Those  who  refuse  to  attend  will  be  arrested  and  imprisoned,  and  their  property 
coaflscated  ;  and  if  they  desert,  their  houses  will  be  burned. 

INOCENTE  RUBIO,  Prefect. 
PBANOISCO  HOLGUIN,  Secrelari,. 

The  meeting  did  not  take  place  on  the  5th,  on  account  of  the  absence  of  some 
(if  those  summoned,  and  was  postponed  to  the  6th.  At  noon  on  that  day  they 
vere  all  present  but  two.  The  colonel  ordered  the  list  to  be  read,  and  mode  the 
following  remarks : 

"Gkytlkhrn:  I  will  bcbiief  with  yon,  that  yon  may  return  to  your  business. 
I  regret  I  have  not  thoeloqnenceofPeriera,  the  highwayman,  when  bespoke  iu 
this  hall,  and  said :  '  The  French  are  quitting  the  couutry,  and  it  will  not  be 
■KcGseary  for  us  to  come  back  here ;'  but  we  promised  to  come,  and  we  have 
^pt  our  word.     I  am  sorry  the  people  did  not  obey  the  orders  of  the  prefect. 


...,C()OJ^Ic 
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but  have  ehown  a  preference  for  the  bandits,  for  tbosc  who  come  here  a«  robbers. 
They  came  to  rob  and  pillage,  and  if  they  did  not  commit  all  sorts  of  outrage, 
it  was  because  tbeir  leaders  bad  bard  work  to  prevent  them.  The  tnerchaote 
will  not  aid  brave  men  to  deffind  them  from  robbere ;  will  not  famish  s^n^, 
while  they  gave  the  robbers  all  they  wanted.  Some  person  gave  twenty-five 
arms,  and  some  meTchants  helped  them,  by  shooting  the  loyalists  in  the  back 
I  know  the  names  and  rank  of  thoee  persons,  but  I  do  not  now  mention  them, 
because  I  have  no  proof;  when  I  have,  they  shall  be  shot  in  the  public  sqiiHre. 
I  know  of  othera  who  told  the  enemy  of  my  movements.  I  know  their  name?, 
and  will  tell  them  to  remember  I  shot  Esquibel  at  Rio  Florido,  for  informiDg 
the  enemy  of  my  movements. 

"  It  is  said  that  Terrazas  is  coming  to  attack  us.  Terrazas  may  be  a  man  of 
courage,  but  his  men  are  all  robbers,  no  better  than  those  who  left  here.  Lci 
them  come ;  it  is  just  what  we  want.  If  they  come,  we  will  show  them  we  can 
defend  ourselves,  and  that  we  will  never  surrender.  If  I  find  it  necessary,  I 
will  take  pOBsesBion  of  private  houses,  and  make  every  citizen  take  up  arms  in 
his  own  defence. 

"General  Castaguy  has  ordered  me  to  impose  a  loan  of  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars upon  this  place,  to  be  paid  within  twenty-four  hours;  hut,  as  I  knov  it 
woula  be  hard  to  raise  that  sum  in  so  short  a  time,  I  grant  three  days  for  its 
payment. 

"  The  contributions  will  be  apportioned  according  to  the  wealth  of  each  indi- 
vidual, and  bis  behavior.  I  know  bow  some  have  behaved.  A  committee, 
composed  of  the  civil  prefect,  president  of  the  council,  and  revenue  collector  ie 
assigned  to  the  duty  of  assessing  the  contributions.  The  money  so  collected  is 
to  pay  the  imperial  forces  of  the  sixth  military  division.  No  person  is  exempt 
from  this  contribution,  for  I  am  in  the  habit  of  carrying  out  the  orders  I  rcceiTe. 
and  I  warn  every  one  to  contribute  according  to  bis  means. 

"  Those  who  refuse  to  pay  will  be  imprisoned  ;  tbeir  goods,  furniture,  and 
clothes  will  be  sold  at  public  auction,  and  if  there  are  no  bidders,  which  is  very 
likely  to  be,  they  shall  be  burned  in  the  street  Besides  this  contribntion,  the 
whole  town  must  pay  two  thousand  dollars  for  the  support  of  the  families  of 
those  who  died  in  defence  of  the  empire,  and  it  shall  bo  distributed  by  the  head 
of  the  revenue.  All  persons  having  arms  fit  for  the  service  of  the  rural  guards 
shall  give  them  up  within  twenty-four  hours,  under  a  severe  penalty.  No  one 
need  try  to  hide  the  aims,  for  a  domiciliary  search  shall  be  made." 

This  sum  was  collected  from  the  liberals  :  not  one  interventionist  was  taxed ! 
The  contributions  were  high,  compared  to  the  wealth  of  the  inhabitants.  Per- 
sons  whose  capital  was  chiefly  in  credits  were  taxed  two  thousand  dollus. 
One  man  was  fined  two  thousand  dollars  for  giving  a  ball  and  not  inviting  the 
intervention  authorities ;  and  this  was  before  Vasquez  took  possession  of  the 
place.  Another  man  was  fined  for  beckoning  the  besiegers  with  his  bat  from 
the  house-top  ;  others,  because  they  were  said  to  have  furnished  arms  to  the 
enemy  ;  some  for  lodging  liberal  chiefs  in  tbeir  houses ;  and  all  for  false  io- 
formattou  attributed  on  accaunt  of  their  known  political  principles. 

Some,  thinking  their  taxes  too  onerous,  attempted  remonstrance,  but  tb«y 
were  not  listened  to.  After  all,  only  332,080  were  raised.  It  was  impossible 
to  pay  tbis  in  gold  and  silver,  so  copper  coin  was  taken  at  six  per  cent,  ad- 
ditional. 

By  five  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  10th  the  money  was  paid,  and  verj- 
few  deductions  were  made  from  the  original  quotas.  Out  of  three  who  refused 
to  pay.one  was  put  in  jail,  two  ran  off,  and  the  furniture  andclothesof  all  were 
burned  in  the  streets.  Deducting  this  loss,  only  £33,000  was  collected,  much 
of  it  in  copper. 


oy  Go  Ogle 
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On  the  elerentli,  three  companies  of  iufnntiy  were  »ent  to  VuIIc  and  Atoto- 
nilco.  Five  thousand  dollars  was  assessed  on  the  former  of  ibese  place?,  and 
this  notice  was  stuck  up  : 

"PUBLIC    NOTICE. 

■'  Colonel  Alviai,  commander  of  Parral,  having  heard  that  il  is  the  habit  of 
the  people  of  this  town  to  shout  for  the  liheials,  and  insult  tlie  constituted 
BQtboritiea  whcoerer  the  French  forces  are  not  present,  and  that  the  public 
nuils  bare  been  stopped — now  as  this  conduct  is  intolerable,  I  have  been 
ordered  to  remedy  these  erila  in  a  summary  way,  and  I  therefore  warn  the 
inhabitants  of  tbia  district  that,  if  the  authorities  are  again  insulted,  the  mails 
interrnpted,  or  treasonable  language  nsed  publicly,  the  town  shall  be  burned, 
the  fruit  trees  cut  down,  and  the  severest  panishment  inflicted  upon  the  guilty 
persons. 

"For  general  information,  I  order  this  notice  to  he  published  in  triplicate,  in 
the  most  public  places. 

"Town  of  Allende,  April  16, 1866. 

"DIDIER, 
"Commander  ^ the  Toten." 

Atotonilco  was  almost  totally  destroyed  by  fire ;  only  a  few  hours  were  allowed 
lo  the  citizena  to  take  out  a  few  things  for  persoiiaf  use.  As  the  time  was  so 
chort,  not  mnch  was  saved  from  thedevoariag  element. 

A  portion  of  this  force  went  to  Talamantes,  and  the  rest  took  the  road  to  Itur- 
ralde.  The  first  division  commenced  by  burning  Bruno  Sato's  house,  and  tbe 
bmily  could  get  nothing  oat  of  it.  Provisions,  furniture,  clothing,  everything 
was  burned,     n'hen  the  fire  had  taken  well,  the  troops  withdrew. 

The  troops  that  went  to  Itarralde  surrounded  Urqnidi's  houses,  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  marched  up.  The  French  commander  arrested  the  Urqnidis  and 
took  them  to  Parral,  where  they  were  imprisoned  in  the  centre  of  the  town, allow- 
ing no  communication  except  with  relatives,  who  must  have  a  special  pbrmit. 
They  have  not  been  informed  of  tbe  cause  of  their  imprisonment. 

Oa  the  16tb  it  was  reported  that  Genera!  Terrazos  was  at  Santa  Rosalia  with 
his  whole  force.  At  this  the  French  redoubled  their  vigilance,  collected  pro- 
viiiona  and  water,  and  moat  of  the  inhabitants  went  into  the  country. 

In  three  days  the  panic  was  over,  and  the  families  returned  to  their  houses 
m  town. 

N     •     *     *     * 

'Pkrvlau  April  10,  1866. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  SeHor  Romero. 

Department  op  State, 

WathingtoH,  August  30, 1866. 
Sra :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackaowlede;e  the  receipt  of  your  communicaliun  of 
the  26th  instant,  containing  No.  21  of  the  o£Qcial  paper  of  your  government,  for 
vbich  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  arait  myself  of  this  oppottonity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most 
<iisliiiguish^  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER. 
Senor  Do.v  M.  Romero,  Igc.,  Ifc.,  ifc. 

CI  ogle 
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Se»or  Romero  lo  Mr.  Seioard. 
[TrauslatioD.  ] 
Mexican  Lboation  i.\  tub  Umtbd  States  of  Amebica, 

WaihingtoH,  AtgiuC  27,  1866. 
Mr.  Secrbtarv  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  informatign  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  expressed  in  the  annexed 
index,  which  I  received  from  the  city  of  Mexico  by  the  last  Vera  Cruz  steamer, 
showing  the  situation  of  affairs  in  the  portion  of  Mexico  groaning  under  the 
rule  established  by  the  intervention. 

I  call  your  attention  to  a  circular  in  French,  addressed  by  the  usurper  Ferdi- 
nand Maximilian  to  various  French  agents,  about  the  end  of  July  last,  which 
places  beyond  doubt,  if  there  ever  was  any,  that  the  so-called  imperial  govein- 
ment  is  not,  nor  ever  has  been,  anything  else  than  a  French  military  gorem- 

Morcovcr,  what  the  French  papers  say  of  Jalapa  and  of  the  valley  of  Tolaca 
is  e  ]ually  applicable  to  all  that  portion  of  the  Mexican  repnblic  occnpied  by  the 
invading  army. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assnraaces  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  WfLUAM  H.  Seward,  <^.,  jv.,  Ifc. 


Index  of  docvmentt  tent  hy  the  Mexican  legation  i»  Wa»hi«gto%  to  the  Depart- 
menl  of  State  of  the  United  blatet,  with  the  note  of  thi*  date,  on  the  ttale  of 
ajairt  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 


Circular  from  the  private  cabinet  of  the  usurper,  Haximiliau,  to  the  French 

emploj^s,  eiplaiDinf  its  policy. 
Decree  of  the  usurper  decliuittg  the  Slate  of  Hichoacan  t«  be  in  a  itate  or 

Decree  of  (he  usuipor  declaring-  the  Slate*  of  Puebla,  Tlaicala,  and  pail 

of  Vera  Croi  lo  be  ia  a  «tate  of  Bieg*. 
Decree  of  the  uBurper  placing  the  police  force  under  comioand  of  ■  French 

Decree  of  Don  J.  Cftlderon  ileclariDg  Jalaps  to  be  in  a  state  of  aiege. 
An  article  from  the  Eslafelte,  the  organ  of  the  French  arm;  in  Mexico,  en 

the  eituation  in  Jalapa. 
A  private  letter  in  the  Katafette  on  the  situation  in  the  vallev  of  Toloca. 
An  article  from  the  Pajaro  Vcide,  an  interrention  paper  in  Mexico,  staling 

that  the  eightj-fint  n-giment  of  the  line  of  the  French  atmj  will  reiauji 

in  Mexico  at  the  eerrice  of  the  tuuiper. 


WASiiisoTON,  Avgiai  27,  1 


[Encloeure  No.  1.] 

On  the  eve  of  the  departure  of  the  French  troops,  while  the  country  ia  in  au- 

ticiiintion  of  trouble,  the  emperor  basbeen  solicited  to  make  some  reforma  ;  but 

faithful  tobisantecedcnts,  which  have  been  badly  represented,  only  taking  coun- 


CONDITION   OP    AFFAIRS  IN   MEXICO.  llT 

kI  of  his  conscieacc  and  his  devotion  to  hia  people  and  the  policy  of  the  Erti' 
peror  Napoleon  ia  America,  hid  majesty  has  rejected  everything  that  seems 
to  oppose  his  intimate  alliance  with  France.  He  has  always  desired,  and  still 
desires,  that  the  great  conception  of  European  and  Mexican  patriotism  that  pro- 
dnced  the  empire  may  be  accomplished.  As  he  is  not  moved  by  any  consider- 
ation of  peiBOnal  interest  or  vain  renown,  his  sacrifice  to  duty  will  always  be 

His  ideas,  his  creed,  his  policy,  all  have  been  aEBrmed  by  acts  which  place 
their  anther  in  perfect  accord  with  French  ideas. 

The  cabinet  baa  been  modified  G-eneral  Osmont  and  Intendant  Friant  have 
been  token  into  it,  yet  remaining  at  the  head  of  tbeir  respective  services  in  the 
eipeditionary  corps,  the  former  as  minister  of  war  and  the  latter  as  minister  of 
finance.  Mr.  Salazar  Ilarregui,  the  firm  and  constant  partisan  of  intervention, 
keeps  the  portfolio  of  the  interior.  The  other  departmente,  of  secondary  im- 
portance, are  put  in  charge  of  under  secretaries  of  state. 

The  emperors  policy  is  explicitly  set  forth  in  the  following  passage  in  a  letter 
which  he  addressed  to  Mr.  Salazar  Ilarregai : 

"  My  programme  is  simply  this  :  energy  with  and  protection  to  honest  peaceful 
people  at  home ;  an  intimate  alliance  with  France  abroad.  I  know  thsse  are 
fosr  ideaa,  too,  and  I  depend  on  yonr  patriotism  to  carry  them  out." 

What  could  be  more  positive  and  more  simple !  Snch  a  declaration  admits  of 
no  comment.     To  discuss  it  would  be  to  weaken  it. 

We  have  nothing  more  to  add  except  that  it  borrows  a  new  strength  from 
the  letter  of  the  emperor  to  Marshal  Bazcune,  informing  him  of  the  change  he 
had  effected  in  the  mechanism  of  his  government. 

The  emperor  of  Mexico  places  all  the  disposable  resoitf  ces  for  the  pacification 
of  the  country  into  the  hands  of  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  French  expedi- 
tionary corps.  He  delegates  mnch  of  his  authority  to  him  in  allowing  him  to 
declare  a  siege  and  to  discharge  officials  whom  he  may  consider  incompetent, 
and  to  replace  them  by  others. 

Thns  the  door  is  closed  to  every  ambiguity,  mistake,  or  accusation  of  declared 
enemies,  or  flattery  of  pretended  friends. 

The  emperor  Maximilian,  constant  in  a  line  of  conduct  that  history  will  re- 
veal in  its  tme  light,  has  given,  of  his  own  accord,  the  best  guarantee  he  could 
ofier  to  France.  His  good  will  and  self-denial  will  be  justly  appreciated  by  the 
emment  statesmen  who  participate  in  the  councils  of  Napoleon ;  and  we  may 
uy  even  now  that  the  situation,  all  embarrassing  elements  bsing  removed,  will 
be  safe  if  everybody  follows  the  exalted  example  and  does  his  own  duty. 


[EncloBore  No.  2.] 

Uaximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico  : 

Considering  that  the  departments  of  Michoacan  and  Tancitaro  are  now  threat- 
ened by  bands  of  malefactors  that  disturb  order,  destroy  property,  terrify  the 
people,  and  disturb  that  tranquillity  and  security  that  reigns  in  the  centre  of  the 
empire  ;  considering  it  is  our  dutv  to  protect  and  give  aid  to  all  the  citizens  in 
every  way  within  our  power,  and  by  every  means  allowed  by  law  ;  in  accord- 
ance with  the  decree  of  the  16th  of  September,  1865,  and  with  the  opinion  of 
onr  council  of  ministers,  we  decree  as  follows  : 

Articlr  1.  The  departments  of  Michoacan  and  Tancitaro  are  declared  to  be 
in  a  state  of  siege. 

Abt.  2.  General  Mendez  is  charged  with  the  commaudof  those  departments: 
the  first  is  temporarily  withdrawn  from  the  1st  military  division,  and  the  second 
Crom  the  4th. 
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Art.  3.  In  coufonnity  with  powere  granted  by  the  decree  of  the  I6th  Sep- 
temhcr,  1865,  article  4,  tlie  towne  vtll  preserve  ibeir  nrganizationi  in  order  U 
carry  out  the  commands  of  the  military  antboritieB. 

Art.  4.  Two  coancila  of  war  shall  be  established  in  the  territory  under  com- 
maad  of  (general  Mendez. 

Oor  ministers  of  war  an<l  gorerameDt  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
present  decree  in  its  corresponding  parts. 
Given  in  Mexico  the  30th  of  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  the  emperor : 

JOSE  SALAZAR  ILABREGUI, 

Minister  of  Goremmml. 
AD.    08MONT,  Minuter   of  War. 


[EndosuTB  No.  3.] 

Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico  : 

Considering  that  the  departments  of  Tuxpan  and  Tulancingo  as  well  as  the 
district  of  Zacatlan,  in  the  department  of  Tlaxcala,  are  threatened  by  bands  of 
malefactors ;  considering  that  this  disturbance  is  caused  by  persons  who  favoi 
smuggling  to  the  injury  of  the  nation  in  general  and  of  its  citizens  ;  consideriiig 
it  is  onr  duty  to  keep  peace  in  those  localities  by  everr  means  in  onr  power 
which  the  law  provides,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  this  robber}'  of  the  public  treasury, 
by  the  decree  of  the  16th  September,  1865,  and  the  opinion  of  our  council  of 
ministers,  we  decree  as  follows  : 

Article  1.  The  departments  of  Tuxpan  and  Tulancingo,  as  well  as  the 
district  of  Zacatlan,  in  the  department  of  Tlaxcala,  are  declared  to  be  in  a 
state  of  siege. 

Article  2.  Brigadier  General  Count  Thuu  Is  charged  with  the  exclusive 
command  of  these  departments  and  the  district,  with  his  headquarters  at  Tnl- 
ancingo. 

Article  3.  A  council  of  war  shall  be  established  at  Talancingo. 

Article  4.  In  conformity  with  powers  granted  by  the  decree  of  the  I6th 
September,  1865,  ar^cle  4,  the  towns  will  preserve  their  organizations  in  order 
to  carry  out  the  commands  of  the  military  authorities. 

Onr  ministers  of  war  and  government  are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
present  decree  in  its  corresponding  parts. 

Given  in  Mexico,  on  the  30th  July,  18GG. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

By  the  emperor : 

JOSE  SALAZAR  ILARBEGUI, 

Minitter  of  Government. 
AD.  OSMONT,  Miniiter  of  War. 


[Enclosure  No.  4  ] 
Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico : 

Having  heard  our  council  of  ministers,  and  considering  the  inertia  ■of  public 
affairs  in  the  empire ;  knowing  it  is  our  first  and  greatest  duty  to  protect  per- 
sons and  property,  and  punish  disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  and  desiring  to 
concentrate  the  imperial  police  under  one  chief,  we  have  decreed  as  follows  : 

Article  1.  The  police  is  directly  subject  to  our  miuister  of  government. 

Article  2.  Wherever  there  ia  a  force  of  gendarmery,  the  municipal  police 
shall  be  under  if,  giving  aid  to  and  receiving  orders  therefrom. 
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Abticlb  3.  Baron  Tindal,  lieutenant  colonel  of  gendarmery,  is  hereby  named 
i  irector  for  the  valley  of  llexico,  and  especially  charged  with  the  public  safety. 

Abticlb  4.  He  is  also  invested  with  plenary  powers  to  execute  the  duties  of 
liis  office,  Onr  minister  of  government  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
decree. 

(liven  in  the  palace  of  Mexico,  on  the  30th  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 


By  the  emperor: 


JOSfi  SALAZAB  ILAEBEGUI. 

Miniater  of  Gooentment. 


[Euclosuie  No.  5.] 


Jalapa,  Augu*t  1,  1866. 

Od  account  of  recent  events  General  Calderon  has  been  pleased  to  issue  the 
following  notice  : 

General  Joan  Calderon,  supreme  commander  in  the  districts  of  Vera  Gnis 
sad  Jalapa,  makes  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter  city,  that  as  the  place 
is  threatened  by  enemies  of  the  government  of  his  imperial  majesty,  and  it  be- 
ing my  duty  to  preserve  order  and  public  peace  at  all  risks,  I  have  been  pleased 
to  order  the  observance  of  the  following  regnlatious  from  this  time  forward  : 

1.  After  sunset  no  person  is  permitted  to  ride  through  the  city  on  horseback, 
except  those  in  military  service  and  on  dnty,  and  the  police. 

3.  All  assemblages  of  more  than  two  persons,  of  those  known  pnblicly  as 
hoede  to  the  present  government,  are  hereby  prohibited. 

3.  Violation  of  the  above  regulations  shall  be  pnnished  as  the  police  laws 

J.  CALDERON. 


LEnclosnre  No.  6.— Eilrad  from  the  Sociedad,  Mexico,  August  8,  1866.] 

The  Estafette  published  yesterday  these  brief  but  alarming  lines : 

"From  Matamoras  to  Alvarado  the  whole  eastern  coast  is  in  revolt.  Tampico 
ia  held  by  the  rebels ;  the  robbers  threaten  the  gates  of  Vera  Cruz ;  Jalapa  is  be- 
«eged,  and  the  treasury  is  empty. 

''In  this  emeigency  the  only  alternative  for  the  government  is  to  r^se  money 
or  break  np." 

The  same  paper  publishes  this  letter  of  the  3d  August,  from  Jalapa : 

"Your  last  letter  reached  me  by  the  merest  accident,  and  it  is  one  of  the  few 
tbst  have  come  through  the  rebel  bands  that  surround  the  city,  and  have  inter- 
cepted every  communication  for  the  last  twelve  days. 

"News  from  the  city  of  Mexico  has  somewhat  revived  the  dejected  citizens, 
for  they  were  much  discouraged  by  rumors  of  danger  threatening  the  capital. 

"Nobody  has  ventured  out  of  town  for  some  days.  The  enemy,  of  fonr  or 
fi^e  hundred  at  least,  approach  the  town  and  fire  upon  harmless  citizens, 
and  then  go  back  to  their  camp  only  a  league  off,  certain  they  will  not  be 
pursued.  In  fact.  General  Calderon,  commander  here,  has  not  enough  forces  to 
a<;fead  the  place,  and  we  hear  of  no  re- enforcements, 

"On  the  other  hand,  a  new  revolution  is  whispered,  and  if  it  breaks  out  yon 
may  imagine  what  will  become  of  Jalapa. 

"Cfaacou  is  on  the  south  of  the  city,  Ochoa  on  the  west,  and  Murieta  on  the 
northwest,  with  forces  of  150  or  200  men  each." 

HWIC 
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[Eocloeore  So.  7.— Extract  from  the  Sociedsd,  Mexico,  An^rmt  5,  1666.} 

The  Era,  speaking  of  the  bod  eituatiou  of  the  volley  of  Tolnca,  pabliehes  tlie 
following  paragraphB  from  a  letter  dated  in  Tenancingo,  the  let  of  Anguet: 

"The  people  of  Zacualpan  are  more  lucky  than  ub  in  getting  Joan  Lechnga. 
the  former  sub-prefect,  restored  to  his  old  place. 

"We  are  in  constant  alarm  here,  fearing  every  moment  the  lebela  from  San 
Gaspar  may  come  down  upon  us  in  considerable  numbere.  The  danger  it  im- 
minent, and  I  myself  had  to  go  to  inform  ihe  aatborities  of  Tolnca  of  it. 

"  The  whole  ralley  of  Toluca  is  in  a  deplorable  condition,  and  it  could  not  be 
otherwise.  If  the  government  does  not  attend  to  them  Boon,  the  robbers  will 
ruin  all  the  farms  that  furnish  the  capital  with  grain.  This  is  the  result  of  ibe 
machinations  of  certain  men  since  the  FrencL  military  antboritiee  left  Tolnca." 


[EncloBnre  No.  8.— Extract  from  the  P«jaro  Veido,  Mexico,  AngoBt  J,  1666.] 
Eighty-firat  regiment  of  t?ie  line. 

A  French  soldier  assures  ns  the  above  regiment  is  allowed  to  return  to  Fnnet 
in  November;  but  as  all  can  stay  who  wish,  only  the  colonel  and  the  band  oi 
music  will  go  back. 

We  are  not  responsible  for  the  above  communication. 


No.  41. 

Mr.  Hunter  to  Seftor  Romero. 

Dbpabtmknt  of  State, 

Weuhington,  Auguit  30,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  commonicatioa  of 
the  27th  instant,  containing  certain  documents  relative  to  the  state  of  affairs  in 
some  portions  of  Mexico,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assuranceB  of  my  wx\ 
distiDgnished  consideration. 


Sefior  Don  Matias  Romero,  fy:.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


W.  HUNTER. 


No.  43. 
Mr.  Frederick  W.  Seuiard  to  SeHor  Romero. 
[Unofficial.] 
Dbfartment  op  State, 

WiuhingiOH,  Stplemler  20,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  noticed  in  a  St.  Louis  newspaper  a  letter  alleged  to  be 
from  some  point  on  the  frontier,  stating  that  the  Marquis  de  Montbolon,  who 
is  supposed  to  be  a  son  of  the  French  minister  here,  had  been  taken  prisoner 
In  the  Stat«  of  Durango,  and  shot  by  his  captors.  If  yon  should  have  received 
any  information  upon  Uiis  subject,  I  will  thank  you  for  it. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

F.  W.  SEWARD, 

Acting  Seerelarif. 
Senor  Don  H.  Romero,  ^.,  l/v.,  I[e. 

D,q,l,zecDyGl)0<^lc 
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[No.  43.] 

Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Setoard. 

[Unofficial.  ] 

Mexican  Legation, 
WatMngton,  September  SO,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  :  In  anaver  to  vonr  unofficml  note  of  this  date  informing  mo  that 
"jon  bare  noticed  in  a  St.  Louia  paper  a  letter  alleged  to  be  from  eomc  point 
on  the  frontier,  stating  that  the  Afarquie  do  Montholon,  who  is  euppoeed  to  be  a 
son  of  the  French  minister  here,  hod  been  taken  priBoner  in  the  State  of  Dn- 
ran^,  and  sbot  hj  his  captors,"  and  asking  me  to  communicate  to  ^ou  any  in- 
fbnnation  I  might  have  received  upon  the  subject,  I  have  to  say  that  I  have 
received,  as  yet,  no  information  on  the  matter.  Should  I  receive  anj,  I  will  be 
very  glad  to  transmit  it  to  you.  If  it  should  be  agreeable  to  yon  I  will  ask 
home  for  reliable  information  about  that  intelligence. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMEBO. 
Hon.  Frederick  W.  Sbwabd,  Ifc.,  ifv.,  Ilfv. 


No  44. 

Mr.  Frederick  W.  Seietird  to  SeHor  Romero. 

[Unofficial.] 

Department  op  State, 

WaiMngton,  Septemher21,  1866. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  unofficial  note  of  yesterday,  and  tbank  yon 
for  yonr  offer  to  write  borne  for  correct  information  npou  the  subject  to  which  it 
idatea.     That  informatJOD  would  be  very  acceptable  to  tbia  department. 

I  am,  dear  sit,  very  truly  yonrs, 
4  F.  W.  SEWARD. 

'  Seiior  Don  H.  Bomero,  Ifc.,  fy;.,  ^c. 


No.  45. 

Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Seward. 

[Unofficial.] 

Mexican'  Legation, 
WatAii^ton,  September  21,  1866. 
Dbak  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  yonr  unofficial 
mte  of  this  date,  in  which  yon  request  me  to  aek  home  for  correct  information 
on  the  subject  of  yonr  unoffi<nal  note  of  yesterday.     It  will  afford  me  great 
pleasure  to  do  so  by  to-morrow's  mail. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  EOMERO. 
Hon.  Frbdebick  W.  Sbwabd,  ^.,  Sp;.,  tjc. 

DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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No.  46. 

SeHor  Romerc  to  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Seioard. 

rTrRiiBlation.] 

Leoation  of  Mexico  i.v  the  United  States,  of  America, 

Waihinglott,  September  23,  1866. 
Mv  Dear  Sir:  I  ba?e  the  honor  to  commniiicftte  to  yoa  that  in  a  letter 
dated  Vera  Grnz,  the  ISth  instant,  addreeaed  to  me  bya  gentleman  aponwhom 
I  ean  rely,  it  is  stated  that  the  steamer  Panama,  of  the  Son  Nazaire  line,  arrived 
at  that  port  on  tbe  lOth  instant,  having  on  board  one  hnndred  and  thirty  recraib 
for  the  Frencb  army  invading  Mexico. 

I  am,  sir,  very  reapectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMEEO. 
Frederick  W.  Sewabd,  Es^.,  l[c.,  fy;^  Ifc. 

(Acknowledged  October  2,  1866.) 


SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Seicard. 

Washinoton,  September  23,  1866. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Having  noticed  that  the  New  York  papers  pablished  ac- 
counts, not  alwayB  correct,  of  the  incidents  regarding  Mexico,  which  took  place 
dnring  the  last  trip  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Chicago,  (having 
myself  had  the  honor  of  being  one  of  the  party,)  I  enclose  to  yon,  witb  a  view 
that  it  will  be  filed  in  the  archives  of  tbe  State  Department,  a  short,  and  in  mj 
opinion,  correct  statement  of  those  incidents,  wbicb  was  published  ia  Spanish  in 
the  Voz  de  America,  of  New  York,  of  the  SOtb  instant. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  yonr  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  Frederick  W.  Seward,  Ifc.,  Ifc,  ifc. 


i; Enclosure  No.  1. — TraDslation.  ] 


M.  BOHEBO. 


Falls  of  Niagara,  September  2,  1B66. 

The  caaee  of  Mexican  nationality  is  at  tbia  time  the  object  of  demon stratiou 
highly  significative  on  the  part  of  the  people  and  government  of  tbe  United 
States,  which  we  propose  to  relate  for  the  information  of  the  readers  of  La  Voi 
de  America  in  that  portion  which  has  until  tbe  present  time  come  to  our  knowl- 
edge. 

It  is  known  that  among  the  personages  who  accompany  President  Johnson 
on  his  journey  from  Washington  to  Chicago  to  attend  at  the  ceremony  of  laying 
the  coraer-stone  of  a  monument  about  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  Sfinstor 
Douglas  is  Mr.  Romero,  minister  from  Mexico.  Probably  in  inviting  him  the 
President  had  in  view  to  manifest  to,  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  he 
holds  as  the  programme  of  bis  policy  tbe  reconstruction  of  the  Union  in  tbe  one 
hand  and  the  Monroe  doctrine  in  the  other. 

At  tbe  great  banquet  which  various  persons  of  the  city  of  New  York  gave  to 
President  Johnson  on  the  29th  of  August  last,  in  honor  of  his  passage  throngfa 
tbe  city,  the  committee  charged  with  the  arrangements  for  tbe  dinner,  in  pniai 
of  deference  to  the  great  sympathy  which  the  people  of  this  country  entertain 
for  the  cause  of  Mexico,  invited  Mr.  Romero,  giving  him  a  distinguished  place 
on  the  platform  which  was  prepared  for  the  President  and  his  cabinet.   In  order 
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to  give  greater  aigaificauce  to  this  demonstration  Baron  de  Stoeckl,  minister  of 
finuia,  who  vaa  accidentally  in  New  York,  waa  also  invited. 

We  will  pass  orer  all  the  details  of  tbe  banquet  in  order  to  reach  what  con- 
cenu  Mexico  and  tbe  Monroe  doctrine. 

The  mayor  of  New  York,  Mr.  Hoffman,  who,  as  repreaenting  the  city,  pre- 
fided  at  the  dinner,  toasted,  hrst,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  then  bia 
Mbioet,  after  that  the  army  and  nary,  represented  by  General  Grant  and  Ad- 
miral Farragnt,  who  were  present,  and  lastly  proposed  the  toast  which  follows : 

•'  Gentlemen,  there  are  this  evening  among  us,  honoring  as  with  their  presence, 
the  repttsentatives  of  friendly  powers,  which  entertain  sincere  sympathy  with 
the  United  States.  I  therefore  propose  to  you  that  we  toast  the  friendly  nations 
Tbich  truly  sympathize  with  tbe  American  Union  aud  heartily  desire  ita  peace 
ud  prosperity.". 

This  toast  was  received  with  great  and  enthusiaBtic  acclamations.  Mr.  Ro- 
mero len  it  to  Baron  de  Stoeckl  to  reply  to  it,  as  well  because  he  was  an  elder 
member  of  tbe  diplomatic  body  as  because  be  represented  tbe  principal  i.>f  tbe 
tao  nations  alluded  to.  The  minister  of  Russia  did  so  in  befitting  and  oppor- 
tune manner ;  but  tbe  auditory  was  not  satisfied  with  that,  and  by  acclamation 
ulled  on  Mr.  Romero  to  speak.  He,  being  invited  by  tbe  President  and  other 
distJDgaisbed  persons  who  were  about  bim.  and  bein?  alao  desirous  to  satisfy 
tlie  Irishes  of  the  meeting,  rose  from  bis  chair  and  spoKe  thus : 

"  GbNTLBMBK  :  At  Buch  an  advanced  hour  of  the  night  (twelve  o'clock)  I  shall 
Bot  attempt  to  make  a  formal  speech  ;  besides  I  suffer  from  tbe  slight  inconve- 
nience of  not  knowing  your  language  so  well  as  I  would.  It  will  seem  strange 
to  you,  gentlemen,  that  an  American  should  not  speak  English  ;  but  it  is  a  fact, 
nd  I  c^  myself  an  American  becanae  I  do  not  admit  your  right  to  monopolize 
a  name  whiiji  belongs  to  all  who  are  bom  on  this  continent,  altfaough  they  may 
be  citizens  of  nations  to  tbe  southward  of  the  United  States.  Yonr  distinguished 
mayor  has  proposed,  and  yon  have  accepted  with  very  flattering  demonstrations, 
i  toast  to  the  nations  friendly  to  the  United  States,  who  heartily  desire  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  American  Union,  and  in  so  doing  it  seems  it  was  the  wish 
to  allude  especially  to  Russia  aud  to  Mexico.  In  so  far  as  tbe  first  nation  is 
eoocemed  her  distinguished  Tepresentative  has  responded  in  terms  which  I  doubt 
not  have  left  you  well  pleased.  As  for  Mexico,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
sMure  you  that  your  mayor  has  not  mistaken  in  supposing  her  to  be  a  nation 
friendly  to  tbe  United  Slates,  which  tmly  sympathizes  with  the  American  Union, 
and  heartily  desires  ita  peace  and  prosperity.  We,  gentlemen,  who  have  set 
before  us  youc  example  as  the  model  for  attaining  the  aggrandizement  of  our 
eonntry,  and  intend  to  follow  it  as  far  as  possible,  can  do  no  less  than  desire  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  yonr  country.  We  believe  that  the  improvement  and 
welfare  of  the  numan  race  depend,  in  a  great  degree,  on  tbe  consolidation  aud 
progress  of  the  form  of  government  established  hereby  yoor fathers.  It  appears 
to  us,  besides,  that,  in  a  certain  manner,  more  or  less  direct,  our  peace  and  tran- 
qaility  and  out  future  progress  depend  upon  the  good  reaalt  of  the  great  exper- 
imei^which  yon  are  testing.  We  have  reason,  therefore,  to  desire  with  earnest- 
n«a  the  good  result  of  yonr  noble  undertaking.  Perhaps  it  may  seem  strange, 
bat  it  is  no  less  a  fact,  that  the  important  victories  gained  in  tbe  territory  of  the 
United  Slates  by  the  distinguished  General  Grant  and  bis  compeer,  Admiral 
Famgut,  to  whom  allusions  have  this  eveniog  been  made  equally  flattering  aud 
well  deserved,  victories  whose  immediate  i-esult  was  the  triumph  of  the  Union 
over  its  domestic  enemies,  have  contributed  also  to  disconcert  its  foreign  adver- 
saries by  improving,  in  a  great  degree,  the  condition  of  Mexico,  which  an  am- 
bitions despot  hod  endeavored  to  convert  iuto  a  basis  for  bis  future  movement! 
against  tbe  United  States. 

"We  desire,  therefi>re,  most  zealously  that  the  government  of  the  United 
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States  may  continue  to  paraue  with  steadfast  steps  tbe  work  it  has  commcaced 
under  sucn  good  aaHpires  ;  that  it  may  soon  be  free  of  foreign  enemies,  as  it  al- 
ready is  of  domestic  foes  ;  and  that,  by  strengthening  its  instttntions  and  pro- 
grcBsing  under  their  shelter,  as  has  been  done  thus  far,  we  may  be  enabled  to 
follow  out  its  wonderful  esample." 

This  address,  interrupted  by  frequent  applanse,  closed  amid  enthnEiastic  cbecn' 
and  demonstrations  of  approbation.  We  will  also  pass  over  tbe  demonstration? 
of  secondary  character,  which  were  made  iu  favor  of  Mexico  at  varioue  places 
on  the  rente,  to  arrive  at  those  which  took  place  on  tbe  3Ut  at  Anbnm,  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Seward,  and  the  place  where  he  bas  made  all  tbe  revelatioa? 
of  his  policy. 

When  tbe  President  and  those  who  accompanied  bim  arrived  at  Seward  park, 
where  the  mayor  of  Anbnm  gave  a  formal  reception  to  bim,  in  presence  of  th* 
people  of  the  city,  Mr.  Seward,  according  to  the  Englisli  custom,  presenteil  to 
the  people  the  most  notable  persons  in  the  company,  and  on  coming  to  Mr.  Ito 
mero  said  as  follows  : 

"  This,  gentlemen,  is  Mr.  Romero,  minister  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  io 
whose  behalf,  and  against  tbe  destruction  of  whose  country,  the  President  of  ih« 
United  States  has  given  notice  that  intervention  from  abroad  mnst  cease  on  tbe 
first  of  November  nest." 

This  announcement  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm. 

From  Seward  park  the  company  adjourned  to  the  shores  of  Owasco  lake, 
where  a  well-served  dinner  awaited  tbem. 

During  dinner  General  Grant  rose,  and,  in  reply  to  a  toast  from  Mr.  Sewaid 
to  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  proposed  another  to  the  beallb  of 
Hr,  Romero,  minister  of  Mexico,  and  the  successful  issue  of  the  noble  cause  he 
represents.     To  which  Mr.  Bomero  replied  in  the  following  manner  : 

"  Gentlemen  :  At  all  times  it  is  embarrassing  for  me  to  speak  in  public,  and 
in  a  foreign  language,  but  it  is  much  more  so  when  I  have  to  address  an  auditory 
80  distinguished  as  the  present,  but  the  desire  to  express  my  fervent  thanks  foi 
the  very  cordial  manner  in  which  I  have  been  received  in  uiis  city,  and  for  the 
various  and  flattering  allusions  which  have  been  made  to  my  country  and  bei 
sacred  cause,  decides  me  to  comply  with  the  duty  of  manifesting  to  yon  my 
gratitude  for  your  repeated  kindnesses.  My  distinguished  friend,  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  State,  seated  on  my  right,  thought  proper  to  disclose  at  the  dinner 
given  to  the  President  at  the  city  of  New  York,  some  cabinet  secrets,  and  with 
this  conduct  I  am  encouraged  and  authorized  to  disclose  some  diplomatic  secrets. 
The  Secretary  of  State  revealed  to  us  four  secrets  as  I  remember,  and  I,  timidly 
followiog  his  example,  will  reveal  only  one.  It  is  about  four  weeks  ago  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  officially  informed  me  at  tbe  Department  of  State  that  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States  would  go  to  Chicago  for  the  purpose  of  bonoiing 
the  memory  of  o  distinguished  North  American  statesman,  and  added,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  that  he  would  be  gratified  if  I  would  accompany  him. 
At  once,  and  with  pleasure,  I  accepted  the  invitation,  as  I  am  always  pleased  to 
avail  myself  of  the  opportunities  presented  to  me  to  manifest  my  greatx^leeo 
and  respect  for  the  people  of  this  great  nation  by  rendering  honor  to  it^iiScisl 
representative,  tbe  President  of  the  United  States. 

"  In  this  way  I  have  come  from  Washington  in  such  good  company,  and  in  tmlh 
I  have  been  more  tban  satisfied  with  tbe  excursion,  which  haa  given  me  tbe 
means  better  to  appreciate  this  wonderful  country,  its  people,  and  iU  inatitutioD!. 

''  Before  concluding,  I  beg  I  may  be  allowed  to  propose  another  toast,  whicb. 
although  it  has  been  already  given,  will  now  have  the  novelty  of  coming  from  one 
;wbo  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  but  the  repTCScntative  of  a  friendly 
and  sister  nation  of  tbe  United  States,  identified  with  tbem,  and  desirous,  as  the 
most  BO,  fur  its  peace  and  prosperity.  This  toast  is  for  tbe  prosperity  of  the 
United  States,  the  health  and  wel&re  of  the  President  and  his  cabmet,  of  Gen- 
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eral  Graot,  commander  of  the  B.imy,  aad  of  Admiral  Farragut,  commandiag  the 
navy,  govemmeDt,  army,  and  navy,  that  have  contributed  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  Mexico,  and  which  will,  in  a  great  degree,  contribute  to  that  result,  bo 
deairable  to  the  Mexicau  people." 

This  reply,  as  weU  a^  the  other  ollueinna  to  Mexico,  were  received  with  great 
enthueiasm. 

On  another  occasion  we  nhn]]  relato  more  of  what  occurred  respecting  Mexico, 
Dp  to  the  end  of  tti^gourney. 


[EoclDinreNo.  3.] 

Ghicaqo,  Illinois,  September  7,  1B66. 
Continaiog  the  relation  of  what  occurred  respecting  Mexico  in  President 
Johnson's  jouraey  from  Niagara  to  this  city,  I  will  Bay  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  3d  instant  the  company  left  Niagara  for  Buffalo,  a  city  of  ahove  one  han- 
dred  thoasand  JDhabitants,  in  the  8late  of  New  York,  where  a  large  crowd  was 
waiting  for  Mr.  Johnson,  who  waB  received  by  ex-President  Fillmore  and  intro- 
dnced  to  the  people.  Mr.  Seward  was  next  presented,  and  he  then  introduced 
Mr.  Romero  as  the  minister  of  the  Mexican  republic.  After  the  applause  witli 
which  he  was  received  had  Bubeided,  the  Secretary  of  State  proposed  three 
efaeen  for  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  they  were  given  with  a  will  by  the 
asBembled  multitude.  Some  one  said  in  an  audible  voice  that  if  Mexico  wanted 
soldiers  the  United  States  would  furnish  them  in  plenty,  and  the  remark  was 
applaoded. 

Mr.  Romero  was  presented  to  the  people  who  oseembled  to  welcome  the 
FresideDt  at  Dunkirk  and  other  places  along  the  route,  Mr.  Seward  or  some  of 
the  local  anthorities  officiating,  and  the  enthusiaam  everywhere  shown  for  the 
Mexican  cause  woe  only  surpaBBcd  by  that  shown  everywhere  for  General 
Grant. 

At  one  of  the  stop  ping- places  where  the  President  mode  a  speech,  to  aave 
time,  the  presentations  were  made  in  pairs :  Mr.  Sewnrd  and  General  Grant ; 
Mr.  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  Admiral  Farragut ;  Mr.  Romero  and 
Mr.  Randall,  Postmaster  General. 

On  the  night  of  the  3d  the  company  reached  Cleveland,  a  populous  city  of 
Ohio,  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Here,  also,  Mr.  Romero  waa  presented  to  the 
crowd  assembled  in  front  of  the  hotel,  and  the  name  of  his  country  was  received 
with  the  greatest  entbusiusm. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  the  President  left  Cleveland,  and  arrived  in  De- 
troit that  night,  Btopping  on  the  way  at  Fremont,  Ashtabula,  Toledo,  and 
others,  all  thriving  cities  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  The  train  stopped  for  dinner  at 
Toledo.  The  customary  presentations  were  made  at  those  stations,  and  Mr. 
Romero  was  received  in  the  name  of  his  country  with  great  enthueiaem  every- 
where. At  Toledo,  Mr.  Porter,  who  received  the  PrcBident,  said  in  his  speech 
that  the  citizens  of  Toledo  were  anxious  to  aid  in  overthrowing  the  so-called 
throne  of  Maximilian.  On  reaching  Monroe,  in  Michigan,  the  home  of  General 
Cnster,  who  came  with  the  President  from  New  York,  and  has  often  expressed 
himself  publicly  in  Tavor  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  and  the  cause  of  Mexico,  Mr. 
Romero  was  presented  by  him  to  the  people,  who  gave  three  cheers  for  the 
republic  of  Mexico  with  great  spontaneity  and  unanimity. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Seward  spoke  in  Detroit.  During  the  speech  of  the 
(alter  he  was  asked  by  one  present  if  he  would  sustain  the  Monroe  doctriae. 
Mr.  Seward  said,  "Yes,  air;  I  will  sustain  it  as  far  as  a  broken  jnw  will  allow 
me,"  He  very  likely  alluded  to  the  present  differences  of  opinion,  which  will 
be  settled  by  the  coming  fall  elections. 

.ogle 
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The  company  left  Detroit  on  the  5th  for  this  city.  There  were  eeTeral  intro- 
ductione  oq  the  yray,  at  one  of  which  the  Mexican  minietor  was  received  with 
great  applause,  and  three  cheers  were  given  for  that  repuhltc,  while  Mr.  John- 
eon's  epeech  was  received  qaite  calmly.  This  was  noticed  by  Mr.  Seward,  who 
said  in  his  speech  he  hoped  the  people  of  that  place  were  not  more  iDterested  in 
the  Mexican  republic  than  they  were  in  their  own  country. 

The  company  arrived  in  this  city  the  night  before  last.  The  majority  of  the 
inhabilanta  here  seemed  opposed  to  the  President.  He  t#8  not  received  by 
the  local  authorities,  uor  was  a  dinner  offered  him,  and  he  had  no  opportunity 
to  addrcBS  the  people. 

The  comer-atone  of  the  Douglas  monument  was  laid  yesterday.  It  me  for 
this  the  FreBident  came  to  Qhicago.  Mr.  Johnson  and  bis  parly  attended  the 
ceremony,  but  there  was  no  especial  demonstration  in  his  favor. 

The  President  determined  to  visit  St.  Louis  and  other  cities,  which  will  pro- 
long his  joui'ney  and  increase  hia  diataacc  from  Washington.  For  tfaia  reaaoa 
Mr.  Romero  concluded  not  to  go  to  St.  Louie,  thongh  urgently  invited  by  Mr. 
Johnson  and  Mr.  Seward,  particularly  aa  he  was  broken  down  by  the  fatigues 
of  the  previous  week.  Aa  he  bad  accepted  the  President's  invitation  to  attend 
the  ceremony  in  this  city,  and  aa  he  had  with  great  difficulty  complied  with  it, 
he  did  not  wish  to  risk  the  fatigues  of  another  journey,  which  in  all  probability 
he  could  not  stand.  IJut  it  is  certain  bis  presence  will  not  be  re(|uirea  to  excite 
demonstrations  in  fayor  of  his  coantry  from  the  American  people,  wherever  the 
President  goes. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.— From  La  Voz  de  Amsrica,  Ho.  27,] 

New  York,  September  20,  1866. 

SOLUTIOM  OF  THE  MB.^ICAN  QL'BSTION. 

We  think  those  who  turn  their  eyes  to  France  for  the  study  of  the  solution 
of  the  Mexican  question  are  mistaken.  'JPhe  solution  is  determined ;  it  had  it« 
origin  in  Washington,  and  it  shows  the  existence  of  the  Monroe  doctrine. 

No  matter  what  an  English  paper  eaya  about  Napoleon'a  delay  in  recalling 
troops  from  Mexico  in  January  that  ought  to  leave  in  November,  according  to 
the  Emperor's  declarationa  and  promises,  no  matter  if  a  paper  here  says  Car- 
lotta  Laa  attained  her  wishes  in  Paris,  things  will  not  change  till  the  United 
States  give  the  deciding  vote. 

Aa  to  particuliira  of  the  crumbling  of  the  imperial  stmctnre,  there  is  no 
doubt  about  the  alowneaa  of  the  monarch  who  undertakes  to  regulate  the  equi- 
librium of  the  world.  He  must  take  care  of  his  inBuencu  or  Mr.  Seward  will 
attack  Ilia  flank  as  well  as  his  front.  In  fact  he  has  already  done  bo  during  the 
presidential  visit  to  Chicago,  showing  public  opinion  all  along  the  way,  and  the 
political  ideas  that  prevail  in  the  cabinet. 

The  President  and  Mr.  Seward  invited  the  Mexican  representative  tb  accom- 
pany them  on  that  visit,  and  it  was  evident  the  courtesy  was  not  only  to  a  dis 
tinguished  diplomatist,  hnt  a  manifestation  of  the  position  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Mexican  question,  as  Ib  seen  from  the  toasts  and  speeches  on  the  way, 
and  frequent  alluBiona  to  that  reprcseatative. 

Oar  readera  will  aee  in  another  part  of  our  paper  the  relation  of  an  eye- 
witness of  the  facts,  and  we  call  particular  attention  to  Mr.  Seward's  words  at 
Auburn,  where  he  said,  "  TAe  Preiident  of  the  United  Stalet  hat  given  notice 
tkat  intertenlionJroKi  abroad  mu»t  ceate  on  the  lit  of  November  next ;"  and  to 
the  fact  that  the  very  cautious  and  judicious  General  Grant  tiasted,  "  For  iht 
tuccets  of  the  noble  came  of  Mextro." 

We  repeat  thai  Napoleon  has  no  longer  the  control  of  this  Mexican  question. 
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Depabtmemt  of  State, 

Waihingo*.  October  2,  1866. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com muDication  of 
the  23d  of  last  mootb,  containing  an  account,  in  Spanish,  of  the  incidcnta  re- 
cpecting  Uexico,  vbich  occmrcd  during  the  late  journej  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  Chicago,  taken  from  La  Voz  de  America,  of  New  York,  for 
which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avaiJ  myself  of-  this  occasion  to  reiterate  to  yon,  sir,  the  ns^uraricc  of  my 
most  didlinguiehed  conBideration. 

Sefior  Don  M.  Romero,  Ifc.,  S;c.,  SfC. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 


Sthor  Romero  to  Mr.  Sttcard. 
[TruislBtioD,] 
Hbxicak  Lbcation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Watiington,  September  24,  186G. 
Mr.  Sbcretaby  :  I  have  the  honor  to  encloee  you  No.  26,  volume  H,  of  the 
effidal  paper  of  the  goTemment  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  24tL  of 
Augntt  last,  and  to  call  yonr  attention  to  the  correspondence  therein  between 
General  Viezca,  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  CoabuiU,  and 
General  Ueiia,  minieter  of  war  and  marine  of  the  republic,  in  regard  to  the  ex- 
change of  the  French  prisoners  captured  by  the  Kexican  forces  at  Santa  Isabel, 
I  aleo  encloee  No.  34  of  the  official  bulletin  of  the  headquarters  of  the  eastern 
line,  puhliahed  at  Tlacotalpam,  on  the  6th  instant,  containing  another  corre- 
'  iponaence  about  the  capitulation  of  the  city  of  Tlacotalpam  to  the  national 
forces,  and  the  exchange  of  prifioners  effected  by  General  Garcia,  second  in  com- 
mand on  that  line. 

Yon  will  see  in  the  first  correspondence  that,  ulthongh  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment consents  to  a  mutual  exchange  of  priaoners,  it  wishes  to  establish  as  a 
general  mle,  to  be  etiictly  observed  by  the  enemy,  that  alt  exchanges  made  here- 
ifter  mast  be  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  war  among  civilised  nations.  You 
will  perceive  that  this  just  proposal  is  rejected  by  General  Douay  io  hi*  letter 
to  General  Viesca,  from  Saftillo,  on  the  12th  of  July  last.  He  says  ho  must 
ronsnlt  General  Basaine  on  the  subject  before  he  could  come  to  any  definite  de- 
lennination.  The  reason  why  the  invaders  refuse  to  comply  in  all  cases  with 
tiie  Uws  of  bnmanity  and  war  is,  because  they  wish  to  continue  their  arbitrary 
condnct  on  this  line.  Whenever  the  national  forces  take  prisoners  from  them  of 
tttj  impononce  tbey  propose  a  regalar  change  according  to  the  custom  of  civil- 
>ied  belligereuta  ;  otherwise,  they  sacrifice  Mexican  prisonera  barbarously  by 
coDrt-martials,  that  judge  them  by  strange  rules,  to  the  di»grace  of  tlie  whole 
*orld,  as  is  well  known  to  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  contrary,  the  Mexican  army,  notwithstanding  their  indisputable  right 
to  repruals,  after  witnessing  the  murder  of  thousands  of  their  people,  generals 
"id  disiinenished  patriots  among  tbem,  in  the  most  horrid  manner  by  the  in- 
Tsders,  still  keep  French  prisoners  for  exchange,  unless  they  release  tbem  un- 
conditionally, and  always  treat  tbem  with  a  lenity  and  consideration,  of  which 
many  proofs  are  extant,  and  this  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  French  generals, 
u  yoa  will  see  in  the  communication  of  General  Douay  to  General  Viezca,  of 
(lie  Uih  of  Jnne  last,  also  published  in  the  enclosed  paper. 

This  famishes  another  proof  of  the  inconsistency  of  the  French,  who,  after 
Mnouncing  that  they  had  no  regular  enemy  to  contend  with  in  Mexico  with 
Tliich  they  could  treat  on  war  terms,  enter  into  negotiations  with  the  national 
fotcee.uid  try  to  effect  treaties  that  can  only  be  concluded  between  belligerents. 
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The  correspondence  found  in  the  official  bnlle^n  of  TIacotalpam  shows  that 
not  only  the  French  prisoners,  but  even  those  of  the  misled  Kexicans  who 
are  captured  fighting  for  intervention,  are  treated  humanely  by  officers  of  ^e 
army  that  is  defending  the  independence  of  the  republic. 

I  have  Reen  proper  to  expatiate  upon  these  particulars,  because  I  tiuak  them 
important  to  fumieb  the  United  States  gOTerameDt  an  idea  of  the  conduct  ob- 
served by  the  invaders  of  my  country. 

I  willingly  embrace  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
aflsurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROHEBO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  ^..  ^.,  Ift. 


[Encloseue No.  I.] 

DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINE — SECTION  FIRST. 

The  president  of  the  republic  bas  learned  from  your  commonication  of  the 
8th  inatant  that  General  Douay  expressed  a  desire  to  enter  into  arrangementa, 
through  Simon  Blanco,  to  exchange  the  French  prisoners  captured  at  Santa 
Isabel. 

The  treatment  of  our  men,  when  taken  prisoners,  would  be  a  sufficient  excuse 
for  us  to  treat  youra  in  a  similar  manner.  Onr  humanity  and  benevolence  to 
your  priEouers,  exchanging  them  when  requested,  is  recompensed  by  the  infa* 
mous  asBasBinalion  of  General  Aiteaga,  SaLazar,  and  many  others,  on  yoor  part, 
at  Uorelia  and  other  places. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  rule  of  those  who  fight  to  consolidate  the  monarchy, 
to  try  to  extenninate  those  who  oppose  them  and  foreign  intervention ;  bat  sn^ 
barbarous  acts  have  not  been  initiated  by  us,  not  even  in  reprisals. 

In  consideration  of  this,  the  president  has  determined  not  to  exchange  the 
French  prisoners  in  his  bands,  unless  the  French  general  will  promise  to  treat 
our  prisoners  with  the  same  consideration,  without  regard  to  ibe  dress  of  our 
soldiers,  who  arc  of^en  poorly  clad,  and  not  in  uniform.  The  patriotism  of  onr 
people  is  so  great  they  fight  in  any  dress,  and  should  have  the  greater  merit  for 
it  and  not  condemned. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Paso,  May  31,  18G6. 

MEJIA. 

General  Andres  Vibzca, 

Governor  and  Mililarg  Commander  of  tke 

State  of  Coahuila  de  Zaragoza,  teherever  he  it  to  be  Jimnd. 
[EuclasenTeNo.2.] 
0ovbrnme^t  and  military  commandancy  of  the  state  of  coahvila  db 
Zaragoza. 
You  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  letters  of  a  correspondence  between  this 
department  and  General  Douay  the  terms  he  proposes  for  an  excbange^f  pris- 
oners taken  in  the  battle  of  Santa  Inabel.     You  will  make  tbem  known  to  the 
President  of  the  republic,  and  send  me  his  opinion  about  the  business,  or  yon 
may  send  tbem  directly  to  the  general- in-chief  of  the  army  corps  of  the  Dortb, 
who  transferred  the  prisoners  to  the  State  of  New  Leon,  because  he  appre- 
hended an  expedition  by  the  enemy  in  that  district. 
Independence  and  liberty!     Monclova,  June  17,  1866. 

A.  S.  VIEZCA. 
Eduardo  Huzuviz, 

Secretary  to  the  Minitter  of  War,  wherever  he  it  to  he  found. 
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[EnclosareNo.  3.J 

Mo.\CLOVA,  JuKt  9,  1866. 

Gbneral  :  Dr.  Simon  Blanco,  of  this  city,  addre§9ed  me  a  letter  on  the  firat 
of  Maf  last,  aslcing  if  the  French  prieooers  taken  at  Santa  Isabel  could  be  ex- 
changed ;  he  aldo  sent  me  two  hundred  dollars,  whicli  I  sent  to  the  chief  of  the 
Btaff.  in  yonr  name,  to  be  delivered  to  Lieutenant  Montier.  I  enclose  yon  a 
receipt  for  the  $200  sent  to  Montier. 

Abont  the  cxehan)^  (if  prisoners,  I  have  to  inform  yoa  that  I  have  submitted 
the  propo^s  to  the  general  governmenti  that  will  decide  upon  them. 

I  do  not  reply  to  Mr.  Blanco,  because  I  have  resolved  to  nave  no  commantca- 
tion  with  men  who  have  denied  their  country,  and  deeerted  it  in  the  day  of 
its  mi«fortnna.  So  I  address  yon  as  a  worthy  enemy,  deserving  my  private 
esteem  and  consideration. 

A.  8.  VIEZCA. 

General  Doitav,  Salti/h. 

MONCLOVA,  June  17,  1866. 
A  trtie  copy : 

EDUARDO  MUZQUIZ, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Choemmmt. 

[EnclDsiue  No.  4] 
EXPBDITIO.N'ARY  COBPS  OP  MBXICO,  FIRST  DIVISION  OF  IlSFAJiTRY, 

Hbadqvartbrs,  No.  1,3.57, 

Sallil/o,  June  14,  1866. 

Gbkbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
Stii  ineiant  from  Monclova.  Accept  my  thanks  for  forwardiug  the  two  hundred 
dollars  intended  for  Montier  and  his  captive  companions.  I  nope  you  will  not 
consider  me  importunate  if  I  ask  you  to  remit  two  hundred  dollars  more 'in  ex- 
change on  Slooclova,  to  the  same  destinalioa. 

I  do  not  wonder,  general,  that  you  have  not  the  anthority  to  effect  the  ex- 
change of  our  prisoners,  for  even  I  am  not  allowed  that  power;  but  rny  great 
desire  to  free  my  prisoners  induces  me  to  write  you  this  letter,  knowing  you 
will  try  to  effect  an  exchange. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  names  of  thirty-one  Mexican  officers  coafiiied  in  Puebla, 
tad  one  hundred  and  four  Mexicans,  six  of  them  officers,  taken  from  Cortinas, 
now  in  Vera  Cruz.  I  think  the  marshal  would  consent  lo  exchange  these  pris- 
oners for  the  French  taken  at  Santa  Isabel  on  the  1st  of  Karch,  and  at  Farral 
on  the  13th  of  August  last,  and  for  some  Mexican  officers  lately  captured  in 
Chihuahua  by  Terrazas.  I  do  not  know  if  Montier  and  his  companions  in  cap- 
tirity  are  allowed  lo  communicate  with  their  friends;  if  they  ere  not,  I  beg  you 
to  permit  them  to  do  so.  I  see  no  impropriety  iu  it  if  the  letters  are  first  sent 
to  fou  nnsealed. 

You  see,  general,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  appeal  to  your  feelings  of  humanity  and 
eonrtesy  in  effecting  the  proposed  exchange  of  prieoners. 

Accept  roy  thanks  in  advance,  with  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

F.  DOUAY, 
General  ofDiv.,  Commanding  l$t  Jitfanlry  Div.,  Expedilionarif  Corpt. 

General  Vibzca,  Monelova. 

Monclova,  June  17,  1666. 
A  complete  copy : 

EDUARDO  MUZQUIZ, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Goeemment. 


■ogle 
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[Enoloiure  No.  5.] 

Liil  of  Mexican  prttonert  taken  at  Oaxaca  hy  the  French,  and  note  eo»fiittd 

in  Putbla. 

Lieutenant  Colonels :  Uaiiano  Jimioez,  Josii  Alvarez,  RemedioB  Perez,  Vi- 
cente Lozano,  Apolonio  Duval,  Job^  Maria  OmaRa,  Ignacio  Caetaneda. 

Batralion  and  eqnadrou  commanders :  Jesus  So«a,  Joe6  Maria  Ramirez,  Max- 
imo Velasco,  Joaqain  Valleeteroa,  Julian  Jaramillio,  Jos^  M.  Falacios,  Ambro' 
aio  Aloneo. 

Captaine:  Lois  Cataneo,  Jesua  Becaido,  Josd  Vera,  Emilio  Legaspe,  Carlos 
BeiTuccoa. 

Lieutenants:  FranciBCO  Figneroa,  Francisco  Bueno,  Jos^  Olivera,  Emilio 
Delicado,  Miguel  Gonzales,  Ramon  Contrenie,  Jesne  Ueirera. 

Under  Lieutenants:  Manuel  Sabnird,  Manuel  Pineda,  Juan  Alraivz,  Amado 
Cataneo. 

Besides  the  abore  there  are  six  officers  captured  by  Mrjia  recently  in  tlie 
vicinity  of  Matamoras,  and  ooe  hundred  and  four  soldiers,  now  prisoners  of  war 
in  Vera  Cruz,  by  order  of  the  government.  All  these  will  be  exchanged  for 
seventy-eight  men,  oue  officer  talten  at  Santa  Isabel,  and  fourteen  at  Parra)  in 
August  last,  with  a  few  Mexican  officers  taken  in  Chihuahua  by  Luis  Terrazae. 
MoNCLOVA,  June  17,  1866. 

A  true  copy ; 

EDUARDO  MUZQUIZ,  Sceretary. 


[Enclosure  No.  6.] 
DEFARTMBNT  OP  STATB,  OFPICB  OP  WAB  AND  MAHINE — SECTION  FIRST. 

I  answered  your  communication  in  reference  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
captured  at  Santa  Isabel,  dated  the  8th  of  May,  on  the  3lBt  of  that  month,  eu- 
cloHtng  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Simon  Blanco,  and  one  from  the  commander  of 
tbe  first  infantiy  division  of  the  expeditionary  army ;  and  in  my  answer  I  gave 
you  the  tenos  of  exchange.  Your  note  of  the  1 7tb  of  June  last  reached  me  to- 
day. It  ia  in  relation  to  the  same  subject  and  contains  copies  of  your  letter  to 
General  Douay,  and  his  answer,  containing  formal  proposals  for  exchange  of 
prisoners.  In  view  of  what  has  been  said,  the  President  of  the  republic  intrusts 
the  exchange  of  the  French  prisoners  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  taken  at  Santa 
Isabel,  to  your  care,  giving  for  them  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers  mentioned 
by  General  Donay  in  his  communication  of  the  I4th  of  June  last. 

This  communication  is  copied  for  the  information  of  the  general- in- chief  of 
the  army  corps  of  the  north. 

Independence  and  liberty!  Chihuahua,  July  6,  I8G6. 

MEJIA. 

The  GovBRNOB  and  Military  Commander 

Of  the  Slate  nf  Coahnila,  loheieetr  he  may  he. 

[Enclosure No.  7.] 

MEXICAN     REPCBLIC,    OOVBRNHENT    AND    MILITARY    COMMANDANCV    OF     THS 
STATB  OF  C0AHU11.A  DB  ZARAOOZA. 

Your  note  of  the  6th  instant  informs  me  that  the  President  has  antboriaed  me 
to  exchange  the  French  prisoners  of  Farral  and  Saota  Isabel  for  the  chiefs, 
officers,  and  soldiers  mentioned  by  General  Douay  in  hii  letter  of  the  14tlt  of 
June  last. 

::..:cDyG00Qle 
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On  the  Sib  inetant  I  addressed  a  note,  No,  1,  to  him,  of  whicb  I  enclose  a  cer- 
tified copy,  contaiaing  temis  of  exchange,  eent  me  on  the  Slst  May  from  the 
drpartmeat.  I  also  enclose  General  Douay's  answer  to  me.  marked  No.  S;  by 
ityoa  will  see  that  nothing  can  be  done  till  he  hears  from  General  BazaiDe. 

Alt  of  which  I  havo-the  honor  to  com mauicate  for  the  information  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  rejtublic. 
Independence  and  liberty  1  Parras,  Jtdy  24, 1866. 

A.  S.  VIEZCA. 
M.  E.  CONTRERAS, 
CAiff  qgicer  in  the  Secretary't  Ahttnce. 
The  MiivisTER  OF  TiVab  akd  Mabi.nb,  Chihuahua. 


[Enclosure  No.  8.] 


Pabbas,  Jidy  8,  1866. 

Ge.Vbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  certified  copy  of  the  rcsolutioD 
vbich  ihe  supreme  government  of  the  republic  that  I  serve  has  been  pleased  to 
adopt  in  regard  to  the  negotiations  you  took  the  troahle  to  initiate  for  the  ez- 
cliange  of  the  prisoners  of  Farral  and  Santa  Isabel. 

I  bnpe  you  will  find  the  conditions  announced  in  the  resolution  as  just,  rea- 
MTiablc,  and  founded  on  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  war,  particularly  as  yon 
ref<7  in  your  last  note  to  humanity  towards  tbc  conquered,  in  wbicb  sentiment 
I  &m  pleased  to  say  we  both  agree.  I  should  be  sorry  to  bear  of  the  perpetra- 
tina  of  acts  \>y  the  enemy  that  might  force  the  republican  troops  to  the  extreme 
of  reprisals,  so  contrary  to  the  good  principles  of  civilization  and  the  rights  of 
liiimanity. 

1  remain,  general,  your  attentive  servant, 

A.  S.  YIEZCA. 

Goieral  Douav,  SalliUo. 


[Enclosenre  Ko,  9. 
GOTBRNMENT  AND  MILITARY  COH.MANDA^CY  OF  T«B  9tk'9»,  PABRAS,  JULVail; 


Saltillo,  3^dy  12,  1866. 
Gbnbbal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
Sth  of  Jnly,  containing  the  copy  of  an  ofiSi^al'docnment  relative  to  the  proposed 
eubange  of  French  prisoners  taken  at  Santa  Isabel  and  Parral.  The  great  de- 
lire  I  bad  to  cany  oat  this  humane  negotiation  of  advantage  to  the  whole 
Torld  makes  me  lament  that  the  said  letter  on  exchange  of  prisoners  contaiDB 
condicioos  which  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  accept,  or  even  discuss.  All  I 
on  do  is  to  refer  it  to  the  marshal  commander-in-chief. 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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I  will  not  eloBe  this  letter  without  thanking  you  for  the  ititerert  yon  Lave 
tsken  in  thie  matter,  and  begging  you  to  accept  the  aaanrances  of  my  high  con- 
«ideraUon. 

DOUAY, 
General  Commanding  the  Fint  Dtcuion  of  IitfanfTy 

of  the  Mexican  ExpfJittimary  Corpi. 
M.R.CONTBERAS, 
Chief  officer  in  the  Secretary'M  absence. 
HeDeiaX  A.  Vibzca,  Parral. 


[£Dclo«ure  No.  10. 

DEPABTMBNT  OF  STATE,  OFPICK  OF  WAR  AND  MARtNB — SECTroN  FIRST. 

The  Presiiient  of  tie  republic  is  informed  by  yonr  despatch  of  the  24th 
July  last,  cDcIoeing  Nob.  1  and  2  of  the  last  correspondeuce  between  yon  and 
General  Douay,  in  regard  to  the  eschaage  of  the  prisoners  that  were  taken 
from  the  invading  array  in  the  action  at  Santa  iHabci,  that  the  businens  is  etill 
pending,  bb  Geoeial  Donay  is  awaiting  the  decision  of  General  Bazainc. 

Yon  were  directly  authorized  to  attend  to  this  bueiness,  because  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army  of  the  north,  who  was  informed  of  it,  waa  eo  far 
off.  The  principlee  upon  which  the  authorization  of  the  exchange  was  tiased 
are  those  observed  by  civilized  nations,  and  which  the  governmeut  of  the  re- 
public has  tried  to  follow  in  all  its  acts,  in  contrast  to  abuses  committed  by  the 
enemy. 

Independence  and  Uberly !  Chihuahua,  Angnsi  SI,  1866. 

MEJIA, 

General  A.  S.  Vibzca, 

Governor  and  Military  Commander  of  the  State 

of  Coahuila  de  Zaragoza,  at  Sallillo. 


[EndoBure  No.  11.] 
UBXICAN  REPUBLIC. 

Colonel  H^amacho,  commanding  the  imperialist  troops  in  front,  has  sent  meat  8 
o'clock  thiB  morning  the  following  commnnication  : 

"  Mexican  Empire,  Tlacotalpam, 

"Augiatl^,  1S66. 

■■  On  surrendering  this  city  to  yon,  according  to  my  agreement  with  the  general 
second  in  consiand  of  the  eastern  line,  I  have  also  the  honor  to  turn  over  to 
you  privates  Donaciano  Gmz,  Lucas  Villanca,  Casimiro  Bodrigaez,  and 
Eiifrario  Canada,  made  prisoners  to  the  command  of  said  general  on  the  lOtb 
instant,  and  Juan  Uauttel,  captured  on  the  2.5th  May  last.  I  request  yoti  to 
send  me,  in  exchange,  to  Alvarado  au  equal  number  of  my  soldiers  made  prison- 
ers iu  the  fight  of  the  lOtfa  of  this-  month.  Belying  on  yonr  generosity  and 
honorable  antecedents,  I  leave  in  your  power  privates  M.  Garcia,  J,  Valderama, 
F.  Espinosa,  A,  Perez,  F.  Flores,  N.  Arellano,  B.  Hernandez,  and  L.  Ban-era. 
of  my  command,  who  are  very  mck.  and  cannot  be  removed.  I  hope  you  will 
let  me  know  when  they  are  able  to  join  me,  that  I  may  send  for  them. 

"  Having  known  you,  colonel,  along  time  HLQce,  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  deal  w-itli 
you  on  this  occasion,  and  improve  it  to  tender  you  my  most  diatlDguished  coa- 
aideration  and  esteem. 


"  MABIANO  CAMACHO,  Cdond." 
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I  hire  ansirered  as  follows. 

"  Mkxican  rbpublic  : 
"  I  am  ID  receipt  of  yonr  polite  cominuiiication  of  to-day,  relative  to  the  ear- 
render  of  tbid  place  according  to  the  agi'eenietits  concluded  between  jon  and  the 
geueral  ftecond  in  command  of  the  eastern  line  ;  I  thank  you  for  the  good 
titttmcnt  received  by  onr  eoldiers  made  prisoners  in  the  fight  of  the  10th 
iiulaat.  I  will  send  you  to  Alvarodo  an  equal  number  of  priaonera  of  yoar 
cumnuad,  in  compliance  with  your  wiehea. 

"  1  dn'y  appreciate  your  confidence  in  leaving  under  my  care  thesick  of  your 
command ;  they  shall  be  treated  as  brothers,  and  may  God  crown  my  efforts  to 
i««lore  Ibem  to  health. 

"I  alto  am  gratified  to  deal  with  you  on  this  occasion,  and  seize  it  to  tender 
jon  my  distinguished  consideration, 

■■  LUIS  MIERZ  TEHAN,  QAomI." 
It  id  37  minutes  after  8  a.  m.,  and  I  receive  a  message  from  Colonel  Comacho 
to  the  effect  that  the  place  is  evacuated  by  hia  troops ;  I  proceed  to  occupy 
iianj  isaae  there  this  communication. 
Independence  and  liberty  !     Tlacotalpam,  August  18.  ISGG. 

LUIS  MIERZ  TEHAN. 
The  Citizen  Gbkeral 

Second  in  command  of  tie  Eaitern  Line. 


No.  48. 
Mr.  Seward  to  ScHor  Romero, 

Departmrnt  of  State, 

Watkington,  October  2,  1866. 
Si« ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
ibe  2il\>  nhimo,  containing  a  copy  of  No.  26,  volume  S,  of  the  official  paper  of 
tl^e  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my 
mo!C  distingnislted  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
SeiSor  Don  M.  Bombbo,  ^.,  Ijv.,  Ifv. 


SeXor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TruuUHoD.] 
Mexican  Lbqation  in  tub  Umtbd  States  op  Amrrica, 

Wathingtoa,  September  30,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  English  transla- 
tioD  of  a  decree,  published  in  the  Moniteur  Universal,  of  Paris,  on  the  13th  in- 
Itnt,  contuning  a  so-called  convention,  concluded  on  the  30th  of  July  last,  be- 
fcen  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  his  agent  in  Mexico,  Don  Fernando 
Maximiliano  Josu  de  fiapsburg.  The  decree  contains  the  fellowing  dispo- 
filione : 

1.  The  French  agent  in  Mexico  agrees  to  grant  to  France  fifty  per  cent,  of 
the  returns  of  the  Giulf  custom-houses  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  twenty- 
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five  per  sent,  of  tfaoee  of  tbe  Pocific,  that  being  the  only  diapoeable  portion  of 
the  returns. 

a.  This  appropriation  is  to  pay  tlie  intereet  and  to  eitinguiBh  tbe  loans  con- 
tracted by  Don  Fernando  de  Hapsburg,  and  alao  to  pay  tbe  tbree  per  cent,  in- 
terest on  tbe  debt  be  supposes  Mexico  owes  to  France,  wbicb  he  estunaUa  at 
two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  francs,  more  or  less. 

3.  Tbe  duties  now  collected  in  tbe  Hexicaa  cuatom-bouBea  shall  not  be 
changed  bo  as  to  lessen  tbe  returns. 

4.  The  duties  shall  be  collected  by  French  agents  in  Vera  Cruz  andTampito, 
"and  tbey  shall  be  under  tbe  protection  of  the  French  flag."  In  all  tbe  other 
ports  tbe  respective  cuBtom-bouBe  accounts  sball  be  indorsed  by  tbe  FreQcb 
agents. 

5.  The  French  Emperor  shall  fix  the  term  of  office  of  the  agents  in  Vera 
Cruz  and  TampiCo,  and  sbaJI  take  the  necessary  measures  for  their  protection. 

6.  This  new  arrangement  takes  the  place  of  tbe  so-called  convention  of  Mira- 
mar.  of  the  lOtb  of  April,  1864.  onl^  m  reference  to  Jinancial  eonremi. 

If  this  arrangemeat  would  go  no  further  from  the  Emperor  Napoleon  and  his 
agents  in  Mexico  I  would  have  nothing  to  say  about  it,  as  I  bold  he  has  ariclit 
todictateashe  plea!<cs  to  his  subordinates;  but  as  certain  obligations  are  pretended 
to  be  imposed  on  the  Mexican  nation  by  one  who  has  no  rigbt  to  do  it,  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  make,  respectfully,  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  arrangements  for 
the  reconsideration  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  first  place,  1  beg  you  to  permit  me  to  say,  if  any  one  really  believes 
that  Don  Ferdinand  Maximilian  of  Hapsburg  is  anything  more  than  a  French 
agent  in  Mciico,  or  that  the  success  of  French  intervention  will  do  anything 
more  than  make  Mexico  a  dependency  of  France,  he  will  be  undeceived  by 
reading  tbe  so-called  cnnvenlion ;  for,  by  it,  some  of  the  principal  rights  of  Mci- 
ican  sovereignty,  as  the  power  of  changing  tbe  tariff  of  imports  and  exports 
and  the  collecting  of  them  by  their  own  agents,  are  intnisted  to  France. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  tbe  French  government  has  for  some  time  de- 
sired to  make  tbe  United  States  believe  that  Mexican  intervention  was  an  error, 
of  which  it  has  repented,  and  which  it  means  to  correct  aa  soon  as  possible,  but, 
in  such  way  as  to  keep  up  appearances  and  save  itself  from  tbe  contempt  of 
its  own  subjects  and  of  the  whole  world.  With  this  idea  it  waa  to  be  hoped  that 
the  measures  adopted  would  really  bring  about  the  result  deaired,  eo  that  the 
French  government  would  be  fi'oc  from  tbe  complications  and  difficulties  canned 
in  Mexico  by  itself.  But,  so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  it  seems  the  so-calkd 
convention  only  increases  the  impediments  for  leaving  Mexico,  and  gives  ride  to 
new  and  immediate  perplexities.  If  tbe  French  Emperor  has  the  right  to  make 
what  arrangements  he  pleases  with  his  agenta,  he  certainly  cannot  think  they  will 
be  binding  on  the  nation  whose  name  be  invokes.  The  sonventiona  that  the  Em- 
peror makes  with  bis  agent,  Don  Fernando  Maximilian,  cannot  biud  Mexico 
any  more  than  the  orders  transmitted  to  General  fiazaine  by  the  Freoch  niiit^- 
ter  of  war.  It  is  now  time  for  the  Emperor  Napoleon  to  confess  frankly  that 
he  baa  been  routed  in  his  war  with  Mexico,  and  should  accept  the  consequences 
of  his  defeat.  Every  effort  to  conceal  this  will  only  increase  the  embarrassment 
of  his  position,  and  make  his  situation  more  ridiculous. 

I  know  very  well  the  friends  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  explain  this  conduct 
by  his  desire  to  save  appearances  in  pretending  to  protect  French  credit,  but 
without  the  inteuliou  of  enforcing  the  convention.  In  my  opinion  this  ex])k- 
nation  is  very  far  from  being  satisfactory.  If  it  is  now  tried  to  prove  that  all 
is  well  for  the,French  government  in  Mexico,  I  do  not  think  the  way  to  do  it 
is  to  make  agrecmenta  that  everybody  knows  beforehand  cannot  be  complied 
with,  and  if  they  are  not  fulfilled,  as  they  concern  "  special  agents,  to  be  pro- 
tected by  the  French  flag,"  can  only  be  another  cause  of  discredit  to  tbe 
government  of  tbe  Emperor  Napoleon. 
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This  explaini  why  tbe  convention  ie  blamed  by  all  tboae  wbo  wieb  to  see 
France  freed  from  tbe  difficnltiea  which  its  government  has  brought  upon  it  in 
Mexico,  as  tbe  accompanying  extracts  from  variouH  French  papers  will  show. 

In  my  opinion,  the  real  object  of  the  convention  is  to  leave  the  seeds  for  other 
difficolties  and  comphcations,  so  as  to  have  some  excuse  to  remain  in  Mexico, 
in  case  the  Emperor  Napoleon  sees  fit  to  prolong  bis  intervention  and  the  occn- 
jMtion  of  ibe  country  beyond  tbe  time  he  promised  tbe  United  States  to  with- 
draw from  Mexico.  As  for  the  rest,  if  tlie  convention  has  been  mide  in  good 
faith,  what  most  we  think  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  when 
we  see  bim  deprive  bis  agent  of  the  only  resources  that  enable  him  to  live  in 
the  city  of  Mexico  while  the  French  army  holds  some  portions  of  tbe  Mexican 
republic  t 

Aa  tbe  convention  mentions  the  loans  negotiated  by  the  French  government 
for  its  agent,  Don  Fernando  Maximilian,  to  oppress  Mexico,  I  enclose  some 
articles  in  regard  to  these  loans  taken  from  English  papers  that  cannot  be  con- 
sidered friendly  to  the  Mexican  republic,  nor  even  impartial,  giving  some  idea 
nf  the  fiand  and  deception  with  which  they  have  been  contracted,  and  of  tbe 
distribntion  that  has  been  made  of  them. 

Aa  to  tbe  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  fi-ancB,  tbe  cost  of  the  war  that 
France  is  now  making  upon  Mexico,  as  it  is  notorioualy  nnjust,  with  no  other 
aim  than  to  conquer  the  country,  it  cannot  be  imagined  how  tbe  Emperor  Na- 
poleon can  expect  that  Mexico  will  pay  it.  If  be  bad  been  successful  in  his 
expedition,  be  would  have  had  a  rich  colony ;  but  as  be  has  failed,  be  ought 
m  justice  to  indemnify  Mexico  for  tbe  injury  be  has  done  her,  instead  of  ask- 
ing compensation  for  the  expenses  of  a  cruel  and  unjust  war. 

I  am  pleated  to  have  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  tbe  as- 
EUt^nces  of  my  most  diatinguished  consideration. 

H.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  WiLUA.M  H.  Seward,  Ifc.,  l(e.,  Ifc. 


Napoleon,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  the  national  mill,  &c.  Upon  the  report 
of  cur  minister  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  we  have  decreed  and  d« 

decree  ns  follows : 

AitTFi'i.R  1.  A  convention  relating  to  the  assignment  to  the  French  govern- 
ment of  the  customs  receipts  of  Mexico  hiving  been  signed  at  Mexico  on  tbe 
30th  of  July,  18GG,  the  said  convention,  whose  teitor  runs  as  under,  having  our 
sanction,  will  receive  full  and  entire  execution  from  the  date  of  November,  1866. 

CONVENTION, 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French  and  bis  majesty  the  emperor  of 
Jleiicn,  animated  by  a  desire  to  settle  to  ikdr  mutual  satU/aelion  the  financial 
questions  pending  between  their  governments,  have  resolved  to  conclude  a  con- 
vention with  that  object,  and  appoint  for  their  plenipotentiaries — 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  M.  Alphonse  Dano,  his  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  plenipotentiary  at  Mexico,  &c. 

His  majesty  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  M.  Louis  de  Arroye,  under-secretary  of 
state,  &c,,  who  Lave  agreed  upon  tbe  following  articles: 

Abticle  I.  Tha  Mexican  government  grants  to  the  French  government  aa 
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asBignment  of  onc-lialf  of  the  receipts  of  all  the  maritime  cnHtoms  of  tlie  empire 
arising  from  the  iiodennentioned  duties : 

Principal  and  special  import  and  export  duties  upon  all  objects. 

Additional  duties  of  intcrnacion  and  cuntra-TigUtre. 

The  dnty  ofmejorat  malerialetas  soon  as  the  »aid  duty  shall  befrcod  from  the 
assignment  actually  in  force  in  favor  of  the  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico  Kdlwny 
Company — an  assignment  which  cannot  he  extended. 

As  the  export  duties  of  the  custom-house  on  the  Pacific  coast  are  already 
pledged  to  the  extent  of  three- fourths,  the  assignment  now  made  in  favor  of  the 
French  government  shall  tw  limited  to  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  which  remoiDt 
unchanged. 

Art.  2.  The  produce  of  the  assignment  stipulated  in  the  foregoing  article 
shall  he  applied  :  First,  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  to  the  sinking  fund,  and 
of  all  the  obligations  arising  out  of  the  two  loans  contracted  in  1SG4  and  1SG5 
by  the  Mexican  goveinmeut.  Second,  to  the  payment  of  interest  at  the  rate  of 
three  per  cent,  upon  the  turn  of  216,000,000  francs,  of  which  the  Mexican  gav- 
eniment  has  acknowledged  iteelf  indebted  by  virtue  of  the  convention  of  Mira- 
mar,  and  of  all  the  sums  subsequently  advanced  in  any  shape  from  the  French 
treasury.  The  amount  of  thia  liubiljiy,  (creancf,)  estimated  now  at  the  approi- 
imate  sum  of  250,000,000  francs,  shall  bo  hereafter  fixed  in  definitive  maunei. 
In  the  event  of  the  amounts  received  being  insufficient  fur  the  full  payment  of 
the  charges  above  mentioned,  the  rights  of  the  holders  of  bonds  of  the  two  loans 
and  of  the  French  government  shall  remain  completely  reserved. 

Art.  3.  The  amount  arising  from  the  assignment  of  one-half  of  the  produce  of 
the  Mexican  customs  shall  increase  proportionally  with  the  augmentation  of  the 
receipts,  and  in  case  the  amount  shoula  exceed  the  sum  necessary  to  meet  the 
charges  specified  in  article  one,  the  excess  shall  be  applied  in  reduction  of  the 
capital  sum  due  to  the  French  government. 

Abt.  4.  The  quota  of  duties  and  the  mode  of  levying  them,  at  present  in  force, 
shall  not  undergo  any  modification  which  might  have  the  effect  of  dimiui^hiog 
the  product  of  the  proportion  assigned. 

Art.  6.  The  collection  of  the  duties  assigned,  as  mentioned  in  article  one,  shall 
be  performed  at  Vera  Cmz  and  at  Tampico  liy  ipecial  agenli,  placed  tmtltr  iht 
proteelion  of  the  Frenehjlag.  All  the  duties  received  at  these  two  customhouses 
OD  account  of  the  Mexican  treasury  sball  he  appropriated  to  tLo  discharge  of  llie 
French  concession,  with  the  sole  reserve  of  any  portion  that  may  be  thu  subject 
of  any  assignment  now  recognized,  and  of  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  those  custom-houses.  The  amount  of  thia  latlcr  expense,  which  shall 
include  the  remuneration  allowed  to  the  French  agents,  must  uot  exceed  five  per 
cent,  of  the  produce  of  the  before  mentioned  duties.  A  quarterly  settlement  of 
accounts  shall  set  forth  the  amimnts  thus  received  by  the  Fi-ench  government 
and  the  product  of  the  assigned  duties  in  all  the  custom  houses  of  the  empire. 
This  settlement  of  accounts  shall  fix  the  sum  to  be  immediately  paid  by  ibc 
Mexican  government  to  make  up  the  amount  of  the  revenue  conceded  in  case 
there  should  be  a  deficiency,  or  the  sum  to  be  handed  over  to  it  should  the  sum 
received  be  in  excess.  In  all  the  other  ports  than  Vera  Cruz  and  I'nmpico  the 
French  consular  agents  shall  revise  the  accouots  of  the  customs  estahli«ihnieat!i  in 
the  porta  where  they  are  resident. 

Art.  6.  It  shall  be  left  fo  the  discretion  of  the  Emperor  KapoUox  Illlo  fii 
the  time  daring  which  the  agents  charged  with  levying  these  repayments  eliall 
be  maintained  at  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz,  as  well  oa  to  defiue  the  measured 
which  may  he  proper  to  insure  their  protection. 

Art.  7.  The  arrangements  above  specified  shall  he  submitted  for  approbation 
to  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  and  shall  become  in  force  at  a  time  fixed  by  hia 
Majesty. 
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The  coDvention  signed  at  Miramar  on  April  10,  1864,  ehall  from  that  time  be 
abrc^ted  on  all  poinU  wliicli  relatp  to  fiDancial  queatione. 

In  faith  of  which  tlie  reepective  plenipoteatiaiies  hare  signed  the  present 
conveDtion,  to  which  they  have  a£Bxed  their  seale. 
Hade  in  dapllcate  at  &Iesico,  the  30th  of  JdIt,  18(56. 

ALPH.  DANO. 
LOUIS  DE  ARROYO. 

Art.  11.  Onr  minieter  secretary  of  etato  for  the  home  department,  provi- 
gionally  charged  with  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  is  charged  with  the  eie- 
eatioD  of  the  present  decree. 

NAPOLEON. 

St.  Clodd,  September  la,  1866. 

Seen  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  state : 

The  Seed  Keeper  and  Miniiter  of  Jvitice  and  Public  Worship, 

J.  BAKOCHE. 
By  the  Emperor: 

TAe  MtHitter  of  the  Interior  in  charge  ad  inlerim 

<f  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

LA  VALETTE. 


[EadogttrcKo.  3.— From  La  Liberty,  Paris,  September  14,  1866.] 
THB  LIUUIDATIOK. 

A  man  mast  entertain  very  robust  illusions  not  to  be  convinced  that  the  mon- 
archical expt^riment  attempted  by  France  in  Mesico  is  rapidly  approaching  its 
innutrntnt ;  and  it  may  be  truly  said  that  the  policy  of  intervention  has  never 
before  exhibited  so  pkioly  the  perils  which  it  has  created  an4  the  troubles  which 
follow  iu  ita  track.  \Vc  went  to  Mexico  to  recover  an  insignificant  debt ;  to-day 
Heiico  owes  us  2.50,000,000  franc?,  nnd  we  end  where  we  should  have  began, 
by  taking  possession  of  the  customs. 

We  wi-nt  to  Sleiico  to  protect  the  lives  of  our  countrymen,  as  the  names  of 
eight  Fn-ncliinen  who  were  assassinated  were  given.  Now  we  are  obliged  to 
reoiid — to  aay  nothing  of  our  soldiers  killed — the  murder  of  French  rp?ideota 
il  Saltillo,  at  Taraplco,  and  on  the  road  from  Vera  Cruz.  We  went  to  Mexico 
to  snpport  the  claims  of  some  French  subjects ;  now  these  claimants  complain 
of  the  cnormoiia  rcduclious  wliich  have  been  made  in  their  demands,  and  of  the 
Daa-[)aymeiit  of  recognized  indebtedaesB.  Beside  that,  instead  of  a  lew  claim- 
aaie,  we  have  before  ua  a  legion  of  holders  of  the  two  Mexican  loans,  who 
demand  that  we  should  reimburse  them.  We  went  to  Mexico  to  fonnd  a  stable 
government,  and  now  that  government,  with  naaistance  in  money  and  men  which 
none  of  its  predecessors  had  is  unable  to  live  without  us.  Deprived  of  its  cus- 
tnms  revenues,  ita  only  real  resource,  soon  to  be  deprived  of  our  material  aid, 
(lie  empire  has  no  longer  either  money  or  men,  and  it  has  only  to  choose  between 
a  prompt  abdication  aud  the  successive  conquest  of  all  its  provinces  by  the  dis- 
(idenis,  who,  we  have  been  so  often  told,  were  entirely  beaten  and  exhausted. 
In  such  a  eituation,  on  the  eve  of  the  abdication  of  Masimilinn,  the  adversaries 
of  tbe  Mexican  expedition  would  be  lacking  in  patriotism  if  they  indulged  in 
itciile  and  naelcas  recriminationa.  At  the  same  time  the  journala  which  have 
resting  upon  their  conaclence  the  aid  imprudently  given  to  an  unfortunate  enter- 
priee,  will  fail  in  their  duty  if  they  do  not  unite  with  us  in  seeking  the  means 
of  finishing  as  soon  as  possible  with  an  affair  which  has  cheated  their  hopes  and 
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gone  conlrarr  to  all  their  calcnUtions.  Liquidation — that  is  what  is  desiwd. 
and  it  should  be  firmly  desired  without,  however,  indulging  in  chimeras.  To 
expect  that  Mexico,  which  was  unable  to  pay  an  insignificant  sum  doe  to  France 
before  the  intervention,  can  now  pay  ua  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions,  is  to 
follow  a  chimera.  Let  us  get  rid  of  the  idea.  To  expect  that  Maximilian  can 
reign  in  Mexico  without  his  cnsloma  revenues — that  is  to  say,  without  a  bodget— 
is  still  to  follow  a  chimera.  Let  ua  abandon  it.  To  expect  that  any  gnvemmcnt 
succeeding  to  the  empire  will  ratify  the  convention  of  the  SGtli  of  Jnly,  uid 
that  it  can  live  without  a  budget,  is  to  parauc  a  ehimera.  Let  us  not  talk  of  it 
We  will  put  hut  one  question:  How  are  we  to  giiai^antee  the  existence  of  our  coun- 
trymen against  reprisals  of  the  Juarists,  placed  outside  the  law  by  official  pro- 
clamation, and  the  partisans  of  whom  have  been  summarily  ahotf  It  would 
certainly  be  very  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  holders  of  the  Mexican  loane 
should  lose  in  whole  or  in  part  their  investment  in  the  Mexican  lottery;  Itul 
after  all,  these  ore  only  the  chances  of  play.  1'hat  those  who  have  furnished  it 
or  its  equivalent  should  lose  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  milliona  which  Mtsicn 
owes  us  would  be  very  sad;  but  after  all,  these  were  the  expenses  of  an  eipcJi- 
tion  which  was  approved  by  the  deputies  whom  the  contributors  elected,  What 
would  be  terrible  would  be  the  massacre  of  our  countrymen  who  did  not  ask  for 
intervention,  and  who,  our  army  evacuating  Mexico,  would  he  left  as  hosiagw 
in  the  hands  of  the  exasperated  Juarists.  Kow,  the  only  means  of  saving  them, 
if  they  are  menaced,  as  the  French  jonrnala  in  Mexico  unanimously  eay  ttiej 
are,  is  to  place  them  under  the  guarantee  of  a  treaty  concluded  between  France 
and  a  national  gnvernraent.  Does  the  government  of  Maximilian,  who  cannot 
even  defend  himself,  present  sufScient  guarantees?  Evidently  not;  and,  besides, 
it  has  just  taken  away  from  itself  the  means  of  existence.  There  is  no  nece6«it; 
of  our  occupying  ourselves  further  with  it. 

There  remain  three  republican  chiefs — Santa  Anna,  Ortega,  and  Juarez.  Cm 
we  treat  with  Santa  Anna,  the  ancient  head  of  the  conservative  party  ] 

Overthrown  by  the  liberal  party,  absent  from  Mexico  for  many  years.  Sant* 
Anna  no  longer  has  any  reputation.  If  his  party,  who  demanded  intervoDtion. 
hod  possessed  the  slightest  influence,  Maximilian  would  have  governed  nilh 
men  of  that  stamp,  and  need  not  have  been  obliged  to  seek  for  his  ministers 
among  the  liberal  party.  The  presidency  of  Santa  Anna  would  he  then  in 
anti-national  aud  ephemeral  presidency,  which  would  furnish  us  with  no  real 
guarantees. 

Can  we  treat  with  Ortega?  Why?  What  claim  haa  General  Ortega  to  ibe 
confidence  of  the  Mexicans?  What  guarantee  of  stability  would  hia  gorem- 
ment  present]     It  would  be  that  of  Juarez  wilhout  hie  popularity. 

There  remains,  then,  only  Juarez.  Say  and  think  what  we  picaae  about 
Juarez,  it  is  none  the  less  true,  that  in  llexico  he  is  popular.  The  proof  iT 
this  is  that,  notwithstanding  our  efforts,  in  spite  of  our  excellent  soldiers,  he  lisj 
held  the  field  for  four  years.  After  the  departure  of  Maximilian,  his  will  be  llif 
sole  constituted  power.  Why.  then,  can  we  not  treat  with  him?  Attaininf 
power  upon  the  ruins  of  the  conservative  party,  Juarez  has  given  proof  of  » 
firmness,  a  perseverance,  which  we  must  deploie,  as  it  has  been  very  un  fortune  It' 
for  the  designs  of  France,  but  which,  from  his  point  of  view,  is  very  honoralilo. 
In  a  couutry  where  probity  is  an  uncommon  virtue,  (we  have  never  heard  liis 
probity  attacked,)  and  after  having  decided  upon  the  sale  of  the  clerical  prop- 
erty, he  waa  the  only  one  who  did  not  profit  by  the  operation  to  which  thi;"  eaio 
gave  opportunity.  Again,  at  the  time  when,  during  the  siege  of  Puebla,  tbe 
population  of  Mexico  loudly  demanded,  at  one  time,  tlie  massacre,  at  anotht'T, 
the  expulsion  of  the  French  residents,  it  waa  he,  and  he  alone,  who  saved  onr 
countrymen  from  death  aud  ruin.  France  comhatted  him  with  ardor  as  long  u 
she  believed  in  the  duration  of  the  empire.  This  was  a  duty,  as  it  was  ncw-"- 
sary  that  it  should  defend  the  goveramcot  which  it  bad  established.    But  the 
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Aaj  vben  ve  recognize  that  the  eatabliehmcnt  of  a  moQarchj'  in  Mexico  will 
demand  too  heavy  acrificee — the  day  when  Maximilian  disengages  us  by  bis 
abdication — what  scrions  reason  have  we  for  not  trealiiig  with  the  government 
of  JaarezI  That  day  our  only  duty  will  be  to  conio  to  an  nnderetanding  with 
the  goremmenr.  which  presents  the  most  guarantees  of  continuation.  Now  wbat 
goTemment  offers  more  than  that  which  has  lasted  four  years,  in  spite  of  the 
iDterrenlionl 

Let  ns  then  cast  aside  all  secondary  considenitions,  and  if  tbe  empire  ie  to 
fall,  let  us  not  hesitate  to  adopt  the  only  reasonable  course.  This  course,  once 
adopted,  we  may  be  certain  that  wc  will  obtain  from  Juarez  all  the  desirable 
conccesiiiUB;  and,  in  any  cast',  we  will  hare  assured  tbo  lives  of  our  country* 
men,  whom  Juarez  alone  is  probably  sufficiently  iofluential  to  efGcacionsty  pro- 
tect. 

The  Patrie  ought  to  be  satisfied  now  with  our  explanations,  and  should  not 
accuse  them  of  being  obticiire.  Will  it  tell  us,  in  ila  turn,  what  it  proposes  to 
conciliate  the  necessity  of  evacuating  Mexico,  and  the  duty  of  prelecting  our 
couDtrymenT  I^et  it  spenk  plainly;  but,  after  assuming  the  responsibility  of 
the  Mexican  loan  by  rash  eulogies,  let  it  beware  of  assuming  the  much  more 
serious  refponeibility  now  of  events  unanimously  predicted  by  all  the  Mexi<^n 
iaunals. 

CLEMENT  DUVERNOIS. 


[Encloaure  No.  3.] 
A  well-informed  journal,  the  Moniteur,  publishes  this  morning  the  following 

"By  n  decree  of  the  26th  July,  his  majesty  tho  emperor  of  Mexico  has  con- 
fided the  portfolio  of  war  to  General  Osmont,  major  general,  chief  of  staff  in  the 
expeditionary  corps,  and  the  portfolio  of  finance  to  Mr.  Friant,  military  intend- 
ant.  The  military  duties  of  these  two  chiefs  in  service,  attached  to  an  army  in 
the  field,  being  incompatible  with  the  responsibility  of  their  new  functions,  they 
have  nut  been  authorized  to  accept  them." 

It  i^  scarcely  necessary  to  say  thiit  we  approveof  this  resolution  of  the  French 
government  in  the  most  com|ilete  manner.  What  will  the  Patrie  think  of  it, 
when  it  said  yesterday,  speaking  of  Geritral  Castelniiu's  raissionl — 

"We  are  certain  General  Castlenau's  mission  to  Mexico  relates  to  a  new  plan 
for  reorganization,  containing  many  civil  and  military  reforms,  to  be  applied  In 
December  next.  The  appointment  of  General  Osmont  as  minister  of  war,  and 
Mr.  Friant,  military  intcndant,  as  minister  of  finance,  is  only  the  starting  point 
for  this  entirely  new  situation. 

Acrording  to  the  basis  adopted  for  the  Mexican  army,  that  army,  commanded 
chiefly  by  Frcncli  officers,  would  not  only  serve  to  keep  order  and  quiet  in  the 
country,  bnt  would  be  en:ploycd  in  directing  the  difierent  civil  and  financial  ser- 
vices, the  employees  being  taken  from  the  army.  This  system,  lasting  two  or 
three  years,  wonld  be  economical  lo  the  treasury,  as  the  salaries  would  be  paid 
from  the  army  fund,  and  peace  and  economy  are  wbat  the  people  now  need, 
above  all  tbinga." 

Our  readers  can  judge  from  this  what  the  informations  and  predictions  of 
Ihe  Patrie  are  worth. 

CLEMENT  DUVERNOIS. 
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[Eudosare  Ko.  4, — From  Iho  Opinion  NaUonale,  of  Scplember  15.] 
THE   CONVENTION   WITH   MSXtCO. 

The  conveiition  with  Mexico,  publUhed  id  the  Uonitcar  of  yeaterday,  al- 
thoagh  Bigned  by  M  De  La  Vnlelte,  miniater  ad  interim,  has  betn  in  realiiy 
concluded  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys,  since  on  the  30th  of  July  the  lallor  had 
not  yet  resigued.  This  convention,  we  regret  to  Bay,  seeing  to  fall  short  of  the 
object  aimed  at  by  the  two  governments,  and  contains  elementa  of  danger  and 


complications  to  which  wc  believe  it  to  be  our  daty  to  call  public  attention. 

The  treaty  concedes  to  France  half  the  receipts  of  the  custom -bonaea  of  tiie 
poi'tB  located  on  the  Gulf  of  Ktexico,  and  a  fourth  in  all  the  ports  of  the  Pacific 


If  the  conceasion  is  but  a  fourth  of  the  receipts  iu  the  harbois  oi 
Pacific,  it  ia  because  the  other  three-fourths  are  already  mortgaged ;  so  that  [he 
Mexican  government  will  not  get  anything  from  these  ports.  It  will  not  get 
much  more  in  theGulf  of  Mexico,  because  if  we  are  to  receive  fifty  per  cent.,  forty- 
sine  per  cent  being  already  conceded  as  a  guarantee  to  the  Spanish-English 
debt,  there  will  remain  one  per  cent.,  that  is  to  say,  tbe  eq^uivalent  of  nDthiog, 
to  tbe  Mexican  government.  Now  tbe  eustom-bouscB  having  been  the  priucipal 
part  of  its  revenne,  the  question  occurs,  what  will  the  aforesaid  govemmeDt 
have  to  live  apon  hereal^r  ?  This,  of  course,  ia  a  question  which  we  will  not 
undertake  to  solve. 

There  is  another  circumstance  worthy  of  notice.  The  convention  allows  ns 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  produce  of  the  custom-honse  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Now, 
out  of  the  three  principal  porta  located  on  that  gulf,  Matnmoras,  Tampico,  and 
VernCruz,  two,  Matamoros  and  Tampico,  do  not  any  longer  belong  to  Maximiliao. 
Tampico,  especially,  fell  into  the  bauds  of  the  Juariats  on  tbe  let  of  Augiut, 
tbe  day  following  the  signature  of  the  convention.     Must  we  conquer  it  again! 

If,  as  everything  goes  to  show,  Maximilian  ia  compelled  to  abdicate,  whil 
will  he  the  value  of  the  present  convention  to  the  succeeding  government} 

Bnt  the  point  undoubtedly  the  moat  defective  and  dangerous  of  the  treaty  o( 
the  30th  of  July  is  tbe  disposition  contained  in  article  5,  staling  that 

"Tbe  collection  of  [be  duties  mentioned  in  article  1  will  be  made  at  Vcn 
Cruz  and  Tampico  by  special  agents  placed  nndcr  the  protection  of  the  6ag  of 
France," 

This  arrangement  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  make  us  condemn  tbe  treaty. 
With  this  article  nothing  is  ended.  Vainly  shall  we  have  re-embarked  our 
troops  and  brought  tbem  back  to  Europe.  Our  flag  remains;  that  is  to  eay, 
France  ia  still  engaged.  Abandoning  the  soil  of  Mexico,  we  leave  upon  it  (he 
germ  of  our  complications  and  perhaps  a  new  expedition. 

If  Mexican  agents  had  been  intrusted  with  the  collection,  we  would  have  run 
but  one  risk,  tbe  certainty  of  not  being  paid.  Thia  would  certainly  have  been 
a  misfortune  which  was,  however,  susceptible  of  being  appreciated,  estimated, 
and  reckoned. 

Eut  the  position  which  is  made  for  ua  by  this  treaty  is  far  more  serious,  be- 
cause it  conceals  a  certain  peril,  unknown  in  its  form,  unHmited  in  its  bearing. 

Can,  in  fact,  the  position  of  tbe  custom-house  officers  we  shall  leave  in  Vera 
Cruz  and  Tampico  after  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops  be  easily  imagined  ?  Viha 
will  protect  tbem  I  la  it  Masimilian  ?  But  if  be  could  not  keep  Tampico,  how 
will  be  protect  tbe  agents  we  will  leave  in  that  city) 

And  if  Slaximilian  abdicates,  will  the  government  which  will  take  its  place, 
and  which  will  find  the  exchequer  empty,  leave  quietly  tbe  French  custom-house 
officers  lo  pocket  half  the  revenue  of  tbe  cuatem-bouae  in  virtue  of  an  Rgreemeut 
they  will  have  not  signed  nor  acknowledged! 
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On  tbe  otber  hand,  ehall  we  permit  onr  agents,  placed  nnder  tbe  protection  of 
the  French  flag,  to  be  insulted!  Sbatl  we  ullow  the  funds  which  belong  to  na 
in  TJrtne  of  the  convention  of  the  30tb  of  July  to  be  seized  in  their  hands? 
But  if  we  have  no  more  troops  in  Mexico,  how  shall  we  protect  them!  Atler 
having  recalled  our  army,  shall  we  be  compelled  to  send  another  1 

All  this,  it  must  be  seen,  is  perfectly  impracticable;  it  is  the  rock  of  Siay< 
pbns;  it  is  the  Danuid's  hogshead;  it  is  a  vicious  circle,  in  tbe  midst  of  which 
we  »hall  perpetually  turn,  imagining  every  day  to  pnt  an  end  to  an  undertaking 
which  we  will  be  compelled  to  renew  tbe  next  day. 

Wr  must  have  the  courage  to  confront  bad  situations  ;  tbe  Mexican  expedidon 
is  a  bad  biiMness.  The  greatest  want  of  France  is  not  to  economize  upon  tbe 
wrecks  of  tbe  nndertaking;  it  is  to  do  away  with  it  at  once  and  furcver,  be  tbe 
cost  500,000,000,  600,000,000,  or  700,000,000;  tbia  is,  in  our  eyes,  a  very 
small  consideration  when  compared  wiili  the  immense  freedom  of  action  which 
would  follow  a  radical  eettlement.  Our  interventioo  in  Mexico  weighs  heavily 
upon  onr  European  policy,  and  has  raised  clouds  between  the  United  States  and 
OS.  "Why?  For  what  ohjectl  What  do  we  hope  to-day  ?  Nothing,  is  it  not? 
Well,  let  OS  end  it  once  for  all;  and  if  we  arc  witbdrawiog  onr  aoldiers,  let  ns 
Doi  leave  in  their  stead  onr  cnstom-bonse  officers  and,  above  all,  our  flag." 


[Encloeure  No.  5. — FromLaPatrie;  Parii,  September,  1660.] 

Wt  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  mission  of  General  Castelnau  to  Mexico 
is  connected  with  the  approaching  realization  of  a  thorough  plan  of  reorganiza- 
tion. This  plan  embraces  several  administrative  and  military  reforma,  which  are 
to  be  applied  frum  the  month  of  December.  Tbe  nomination  of  General  Oamont 
as  minister  of  war,  end  tbat  of  the  military  intendent,  M.  Friaut,  as  minister  of 
finance,  were  only  tbe  point  of  departure  of  this  new  situation.  Accurding  to 
thebaaib  adopted  for  tbe  Mexican  army,  this  army,  commanded  in  great  part  by 
French  officers,  will  serve  not  only  to  maintain  order  and  tranquillity  in  the 
country,  but  will  be  employed  to  direct  the  different  administrative  and  financial 
serricee.  The  employes  necessary  topcrfbrm  tliese  services  will  be  taken  from 
it.  This  system,  which  will  probably  last  two  or  three  years,  will  have  the  ad- 
vantage to  produce  notable  economies  to  the  treasury,  since  Mexico  will  Lava 
Karcely  any  expenses  to  bear  excepting  those  of  the  support  of  its  army,  and 
it  will  respond  to  the  most  pressing  needs  of  its  population,  who,  before  all, 
demand  order  and  economy  as  tbe  two  benefits  before  which  all  other  considera- 
tiona  ought  to  disappear.  Tije  organization  of  tbe  new  Mexican  armj',  the  base 
of  tbe  whole  system,  at  tbe  last  date  was  advancing  rapidly.  Tbe  number  of 
voluntary  enrolments  was  considerable,  and  bad  even  permitted  tbe  diapcnsion 
of  the  conscription.  W(:en  the  army  shall  have  been  entirely  formed  it  will 
Uke  possession  of  tbe  different  services,  and  it  is  thought  that  this  substitution 
can  be  made  long  before  tbe  departure  of  the  last  coutingenta  of  tbe  Fiench 
eipeditionary  corps.  When  General  Casteliiau  will  have  regulated  as  French 
cnnnniasary  the  ditFerent  qiiestione  in  which  oar  adhesion  was  considered  neces- 
sary, he  will  return  to  Paris,  where  it  is  thought  he  will  arrive  in  tbe  early  part 
of  December.  We  arc  assured  tbat  Marshal  Bazaine,  who  will  no  longer  have 
a  command  in  accordance  with  the  high  dignity  with  which  he  is  clothed,  will 
qoit  Uexico  about  tbe  same  time. 
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[Enclognre  No.  7. — P«ri3  {S*plPmber  13)  coiroBpondence  of  the  London  "Rdim.] 


General  de  Castelnau,  one  of  the  Emperor's  aides -de  camp,  left  P«ri«  on 
Tuesday  ntjilit  suddenly,  and  was  to  sail  yesterday  by  the  post  boat  ftnm  Si. 
Nazaire  to  Vera  Cruz.  Il  is  said  tliat  he  cnrrii-s  aa  auto^aph  letter  from  the 
£ii][>eror  Napoleon  to  tlic  (smperor  >[aximilian,  and  1  believe  it  will  prove  ihsl 
he  also  takes  with  him  the  recall  of  Marshal  Bazaine,  wLoee  conduct  in  cotn- 
raand  of  the  French  army  in  Mexico  haa  of  late  not  given  eatiafaction.  Hi?  it 
accused  of  varioas  shortcomings,  Among  others  of  having  caused  the  fjll  of 
Matamoraa  by  neglecting  to  send  the  re- enforcements  repeatedly  applied  hi  by 
General  Mejia.  It  is  not  that  Mejia,  but  his  brother,  wiio  has  deserted  to  ilie 
Jaarista.  The  loss  of  Tampico  is  another  disaster  discreditable  to  the  cnm- 
mander-in -chief.  The  Frencli  portion  of  the  garrison,  only  one  hundred  mi 
Beventy-five  men,  defended  themselves  so  gallantly  as  to  obtain  terms  of  honor. 
able  cap i tula tiou,  and  marched  out  with  arms,  baggage,  and  drums  bea'itip. 
Their  defence  was  favored  by  ihe  arrival  of  three  French  men-of-war  from 
Vera  Griiz.  Although  of  late  people  here  have  talked  of  the  Mexican  empire 
as  nearly  at  its  last  gasp,  in  official  circles  this  does  not  seem  to  be  the  tanf. 
and  hopes  are  cherished  that  it  may  yet  survive  and  prosper.  It  is  intvnded 
to  have  i  ecourse  to  a  thorough  military  organization  of  the  country. 

The  native  Mexican  army  is  to  be  increased,  it  is  said,  to  60,OOC  men,  and  i> 
it  has  been  found  from  experience  that  nothing  can  be  done  with  Mexican  offirm, 
who  for  the  most  part  are  incapable  or  undeserving  of  confidence,  the  arniT 
will  bo  ofBceved  by  Frenchmen.  French  officers  are  generally  ready  for  anj- 
thing  that  promises  adventure  and  promotion,  and  applications  to  take  service 
will  not  be  wanting.  Moreover,  the  functions  of  all  the  departments  of  tbe 
state  will  be  confided  to  French  military  men ;  taxes,  custom-house,  admiar^tri- 
tion  of  all  kinds  will  he  in  their  hands,  and  thus  it  is  hoped  to  get  the  bcllTof 
the  corruption  and  sloth  which  have  hitherto  been  the  bane  of  the  new  enpin'. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  how  far  all  this  is  practicable  and  productive  of  gi>o<I 
results.  Most  people  will  be  surpri'si'd  if  either  Maximilian  or  the  French 
troops  are  in  Mexico  this  time  two  years.  Part  of  these  troops  are  to  be  vitli- 
drawn  next  November,  hut  the  French  government  has  reserved  the  right  to 
keep  10,000  men  there  until  November,  IStlS.  Sujiposing  Maximilian  to  remain 
on  tne  throne,  it  is  thought  probable  that  a  lew  thousand  meu  will  remain  up  to 
that  time,  but  the  French  government  would  gladly,  I  suspect,  withdraw  theni 
sooner  did  the  consolidation  of  ikiaximilian's  power  penult  of  its  being  dune 
without  danger  to  his  throne. 


[EDcloaaee  No.  8.— -From  L«  Libert^,  Paris,  September  16,  ]8fi6.] 
BRAOUADOCIO. 

The  Patrie  replies  to  the  very  calm  article  we  produced  day  before  yesterdsy- 
in  a  philippic  of  inexcusable  violence  Instead  of  helping  us  to  coutrive  foiai 
way  to  put  an  end  to  this  uafortuuate  Mexican  business,  it  attacks  our  pa'riol- 
ism,  accuses  us  of  taking  tbe  part  of  assassins  and  robbers,  and  desiring  tlie  de- 
feat of  our  armies.  Such  abuse  we  despise,  and  we  will  merely  say  the  imidc 
of  discussion  is  unworthy  of  a  journalist  who  has  any  respect  for  his  protes-iun 
in  the  person  of  bis  colleagues.     Cannot  questiooB  of  public  interest  be  discnssed 
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vitb  moderatioD,  and  is  it  neceBsniy  to  calumniate  a  man  to  refute  his  argu- 
ment I  Hare  we  accused  the  Patrie  of  bod  faith,  during  the  four  years  it  en- 
tertained its  readers  with  the  most  dangerous  illusions  ?  Did  we  accuse  it  of 
evil  iotenlioDs,  when  itpersnaded  the  credulous  to  buy  Mexican  bonds,  by  pub- 
lishing news  that  was  contradicted  the  next  day  ?  No;  we  continued  to  sne- 
tiia  what  we  thought  was  right,  and  we  did  not  say  it  was  a  w&ut  of  patriotism 
to  iufist  upon  France's  paying  Maximilian's  debts. 

"Sow  we  will  resume  the  subject  under  discussion. 

The  Patrie  pretends  to  believe  ve  want  Juarez  restored,  when  it  knows  it  is 
not  so.  All  we  want  is,  for  FronS;  to  withdraw  from  Mexico  as  soon  as  pussi- 
ble,  consistent  with  the  safety  of  onr  countrymen,  who  are  threatened  with  re- 
taliation. That  is  what  we  wiah  and  what  we  ask.  For  this  reason  we  say, 
that  if  Maximilian  decides  to  abdicate  for  want  of  funds  or  soldiers,  the  best 
thing  we  can  do  is  to  treat  with  Juarez.  If  the  Patrie  knows  a  better  plun,  let 
it  be  proposed  ;  if  it  is  good,  we  will  advocate  it.  If  the  Patrie  knows  of  any 
way  to  keep  up  the  Mexican  empiru,  afler  our  troops  quit,  when  its  last  finan- 
cial resources  were  cut  off  by  the  convention  of  the  S6Lh  of  July,  let  us  bear  of  it. 

If  it  knows  of  none,  then  it  must  admit  with  us  that  the  empire  is  nearly  over, 
and  all  that  remains  for  Mastngilian  to  do  i^  to  renounce  tlie  throne  be  was 
forced  to  take,  and  retire  with  dignity  from  an  enterprise  he  did  bis  best  to  carry 
out.  If  he  makes  this  resolve  be  will  be  blameless,  and  history  will  relieve 
him  from  all  responsibility.  Does  the  Patrie  want  Maximilian  to  hold  on  to 
power,  after  our  troops  have  left,  and  without  men  and  without  monej',  see  his 
provinces  taken  from  him,  one  by  one,  by  the  malcontents  1 

After  Maximilian  has  left,  with  whom  will  France  treat,  if  not  with  Maximil- 
ian I     Let  the  Patrie  tell  us, 

^yhat  are  the  objections  to  our  plan  t  The  Liberte  affirms  (says  the  Patrie) 
that  Juarez  is  popular,  has  kept  up  the  war  four  years,  and  is  the  only  con- 
stituted power. 

If  he  IS  the  only  constituted  power,  where  is  this  power  I  Where  is  the  gor- 
emment  that  gives  the  best  guarantee  of  durability  ? 

That  pnwer  fell  with  Puebla,  and  when  Juarez's  constitutional  term  as  Pres- 
ident expired. 

Tbc  liibertiS  affirms  that  Juarez  has  kept  the  field  for  four  years.  Nobody 
will  di-ny  that.  Has  Juarez  been  driven  out  of  Mexico  once  in  these  four  years  1 
Gren  now  half  the  provinces  arc  in  his  hands,  and  the  republicans  hold  the 
poirer  in  all  places  where  our  troops  are  not  stationed.  Have  they  not  retaken 
UatnmoroB  andaTampico  ?  Are  they  not  at  Medellin,  only  half  an  hour  from 
Vera  Cruz  I 

The  Libert^  says  again  that  Juarez  is  popular.  What  audacity !  Certainly 
Jnart-z  must  have  some  influcoce  since  he  has  kept  unhappy  men  without  bread 
■od  without  shoes,  fighting  for  four  yeora  against  the  best  army  in  the  world, 
biaviDg  privations,  defeat,  and  death. 

We  said  that  Juarez  wouM  be  the  only  coustituted  power  to  treat  with  after 
Haximilian'i  departure ;  let  those  who  contradict  us,  show  ua  some  other.  It  is 
■imply  ridiculous  for  Mr.  Dreolle  to  put  the  Mexican  constitution  against  Juarez. 
Have  there  been  any  electiona  in  Mexico  since  Juarez  was  elected  1  In  every 
conntry  in  tbe  world  the  holder  of  power  keeps  it  till  another  is  elected,  purticn- 
Isily  iu  revotntionary  tim^s. 

'The  Patrie's  great  argument  is,  tliat  France  cannot  treat  with  Juarez  because 
■be  has  been  fighting  him  fir  lour  years.  Because  France  is  at  war  with  Juarez 
u  the  very  reason  why  she  should  treat  with  him.  Is  it  a  rule  we  must  not 
It«at  with  those  we  fight  T  If  it  is,  there  is  no  end  to  wars,  and  Prussia  would 
ilill  be  fighting  Austria. 

But,  says  the  Patrie,  Juarez  is  an  agent  for  the  United  States.  If  the  Patrie 
W  read  the  history  of  the  country,  before  talking  about  it,  it  would  know  that 
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tlie  {rrantB  of  provinces  lo  tl>e  Americans  were  made  by  tbe  conservative  party, 
by  Santa  Anna,  against  tbe  will  of  tbe  liberals. 

After  cncooragiiig  tbe  Mexican  expedition,  and  nrcing  France  and  its  goren- 
ment  to  it,  by  ecboing-  tbe  false  reports  circulated  by  Alcxicane  in  Parid,  one 
ougbt  to  bu  more  modest  and  more  civil  to  tbose  wbo  are  trying  to  repair  the 
errors. 

When  one  has  upon  his  conscience  so  many  counsels  condemned  by  eipcrience, 
he  ought  not  to  sit  down  in  his  office  and  forget  that  there  are  tboniuiDdi  of 
French  in  Mexico  who  did  not  ask  for  iutcrvealion,  and  wbo  now  run  tbemk 
of  being  massacred  the  day  after  our  deparmre.  Under  pretext  of  a  poini  o[ 
honor,  we  ougbt  not  to  expose  tbe  fortunes  and  perhaps  tbo  lives  of  onr  nutor- 
tanate  conntiymen  by  imprudent  advice. 

What  tbe  Patrie  calls  discussion,  is  :  substituting  abuse  for  argument,  accDEiag 
the  intentions  of  its  opponents  instead  of  answering  their  qu^tions,  cndan|<TLng 
the  lives  of  people  three  thousand  leagues  off;  and  all  for  tbe  pleasure  of  makio; 
a  few  bigb  sounding  sentences.     That  is  uot  politics  ;  it  is  braggadocio. 

CLEMENT  DUVERNOIS. 


[Enclosure  No,  8.] 

AN    ALTBRNATIVB. 

Tbe  Prcsee  thus  ends  an  article  relative  to  tlie  convention  of  tbe  26tb  of  JdIj  : 

"A  contract  bas  been  made  with  tbe  only  regular  authority  that  exists  in 
Mexico.  It  is  binding  on  the  nation  itself,  irrevocable  and  finite.  .We  need  nol 
doubt  its  execution,  for,  if  the  Mexicans  are  opposed  to  it,  two  Frencb  friguK! 
will  remind  them  of  it." 

We  do  not  know  if  our  honorable  colleague  is  aware  of  it,  but  wliat  he  sajs 
is  an  open  condemnation  of  the  French  expedition  to  Mexico. 

If  two  Frencb  war-vessels  could  compel  tbe  Mexicans  to  fulfil  their  engagt- 
ments.  why  did  France  make  war  on  them  to  enforce  claims  !  a  war  that  is  uol 
over  yet ! 

If  two  frigatei  could  not  collect  a  trifling  debt,  that  tbe  single  cuslotnbouM 
of  Vera  Cruz  coold  have  paid  in  a  few  months,  bow  can  tbey  protect  French 
agents  in  all  tbe  ports  of  Mexico  for  an  indelinite  period } 

If  [be  two  frigates  were  sufficient,  then  tbe  expedition  was  unnecessary;  they 
can  do  no  more  good  now  than  tbey  could  before ;  so  we  must  rive  up  the  con- 
tract, or  continue  the  expedition. 

CLEMENT  DUVEBNOIS. 


[Encloiure  No.  9.— From  La  Uberl£,  Paris,  20tli  September,  1866.] 
THB   S1TUATI0\  IN   MBXTCO. 

Tbe  Patrie  believes  in  the  future  of  Mexico ;  it  bas  a  riglit  to  do  ao,  but  (hat 
is  not  tbe  question ;  the  question  is  to  know  what  France  ought  to  do  now  U 
protect  its  citizens  in  3Iexico. 

Docs  the  Patrie  advise  France  to  continue  military  intervention  beyond  the 
time  fixed  for  its  termination?  If  that' is  our  colleague's  oninion,  why  does  ht 
not  speak  it  outright  ?  Why  don'i  be  say  plainly,  1  ranee  has  not  spent  enoa^ 
men  and  money  ;  why  does  he  not  propose  a  new  loan  and  mote  troops  1  Id 
his  disinterested  tenderness  for  .Mexico  and  its  government,  why  docs  he  not 
advise  France  to  risk  a  war  with  tbe  United  States,  when  its  honor  and  its  in- 
erests  are  against  it? 
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If  thfti  ia  what  the  Patrie  wants,  why  don't  it  have  the  courage  to  say  bo  1 
Bat  while  it  lamenlB  the  decrease  of  our  effVctive  force  in  Mexico,  why  doii'l  it 
bUme  (he  convention  of  the  26th  Jnly?  Though  France  wai  nut  obliged  to 
nndcruke  the  regeneration  of  Mexico,  when  it  did  undertake  it,  it  should  liave 
(amed  it  oot.  It  should  not  hesitate  in  the  elBcacy  of  its  plani),  nor  leave  Mex- 
icn  bankrupt. 

Oa  ihe  other  hand,  does  the  £atrie  want  itlexico  evacuated  at  the  time  lixed, 
and  ihe  convention  of  the  86th  July  executed?  It  must  believe  one  of  two 
things :  either  that  the  empire  will  survive  intervention,  or  that  it  will  not.  If 
it  Ifelieres  the  former,  let  it  tell  us  by  what  kind  of  a  miracle  that  phenomenon  ia 
to  be  caused;  let  it  bIiow  us  the  financial  resources  to  tupport  Mexico  and  pay 
'nt  debts.    We  want  no  fine  phrases  ;  we  want  facta  and  figures! 

If.  on  the  contrary,  the  Patrie  thiukn  Maximilian  will  abdicate,  why  don't  it 
ny  fn.  and  not  deceive  its  readers  ?  But,  what  does  it  propose  when  Maximil- 
iiti  ibdicates  T  It  will  not  treat  with  Juarez.  Wo  don't  know  why;  but  it 
>  ill  uol,  and  that  is  enough.  Sit  pro  ratione  eoluntat.  Then,  what  does  it 
vintl  what  doea  it  adviael  Does  it  agree  with  the  Kjtoqne  to  cede  Mexico  to 
ihi'  United  States  ?  does  it  propose  to  treat  with  Santa  Anna,  the  representative 
of  a  broken  down  party  1  or  with  Ortega,  whu  i»  a.  second  Juarez?     It  proposes 

Iliilllillg  1 

A^ain,  Mr.  Dreolle  ie  certainly  in  jest  when  he  says  France  cannot  give  up 
ill'  lli-iic;in  job  ;  and  yet  he  advises  evacuation,  and  declares  the  empire  ahuU 
lit.  without  saying  how  tt  shall  live ;  and  approves  of  the  July  convention 
Milt  raioH  the  empire.  On  one  occasion  it  praist^d  the  nomination  of  General 
"■■iiont  as  war  minister,  lauding  it  as  a  KrancoMexican  orgatiizaiion;  and  the 
ix\x  day,  when  the  Moniteur  announced  that  General  Osmont  was  DOt  author- 
i)<:d  to  ifcept  a  Mexican  portfolio,  it  rnbbed  its  hands  and  exclaimed,  in  au  im- 
|"irt»Dlair,  "That's  just  what  we  told  you  yesterday!" 

.N'nir.  the  Patiie  takes  refuse  behind  Count  Keratry,  when  we  don't  know 
"liiit  hi«  Bingnlar  articles  in  the  Revue  dea  Deux  Mondes  caa  have  to  do  with 
ibf  ^nestion  in  discussion. 

^\  hat  says  onr  author  who  has  lived  iu  Mexico,  not  in  palaces  and  garrisons, 
Imi  in  the  ranks  of  Colonel  Dupin's  gallant  band,  called  the  eonlra-guerril/a  t 
II''  tells  of  the  defects  in  the  present  government;  he  shows  us  the  errors,  neg- 
Iftp.  hesitations,  and  precipitations  that  have  ruined  it.  He  knows  more  about 
it  ihiD  all  those  who  went  to  Mexico  only  to  solicit  grants,  or  obtain  favors. 
Tljt^  writer,  who  has  lived  everywhere,  leading  a  rugged  life  with  bis  hemic 
^'iBpaniona,  mostly  in  the  open  air,  marching  from  village  to  village  after  Juar- 
'-•T.  and  finding  out  what  they  were  good  for,  'after  enumerating  government 
ani-Ukes,  coneludes  by  telling  what  might  have  been  done,  and  what  could  yet 
'■'  done.  Not  a  word  of  discouragement  falls  from  his  pen !  The  empire  can 
live  by  contracting  its  limits.  Why  should  it  seek  to  govern  where  even  the 
viQDte  i  republics  did  not  rule  T  It  can  live  by  giving  a  place  in  the  snnsliiue 
I'l  the  noble  race  of  oppressed  Indiana ;  by  ousting  the  bandits  from  their  hiding- 
yitixt,  ibuse  lawless  disciples  of  Juarez  or  of  Santa  Anna  ;  and  by  suppressing 
ibe  ehameleas  representatives  of  an  immoral  clergy,  who  encourage  anarchy  so 
4?  lo  nuke  iheir  fortunes  and  ruin  the  country  ! 

Itat  wliat  does  all  that  prove  I  It  shows  the  Mexican  empire  would  live  with 
JiK'iity  of  money,  a  large  army,  and  a.  firm  policy,  if  it  gave  up  oiiethird  of  the 
liroviuces  left  to  iiby  the  republic.  Anl  who  denies  that  ?  Perhaps  "thoaewho 
Vtnl  fi  UexW  to  solicit  grants  or  obtain  f.ivors." 
But  where  are  those  concealed  whom  the  Patrie  seems  to  beacqnainted  with  ! 
]  *'.  Urvnlle  does  not  mention  tliose  famous  cUimants,  the  cause  of  the  expedi- 
I  '-"n,  whose  claims  liave  been  greatly  rednced,  and  are  not  yet  paid.  Will  he 
■ntniioD  ihuae  encouragers  of  the  loau,  who  pocketed  laige  commiasioas,  and 
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whom  he  took  nnder  hie  diBinterested  protection} '  Will  he  mention  all  thoK 
who  obtained  faTore  without  going  to  Mexico  ?  .  Why  don't  he  apeak  openly  ? 

As  to  oureelvea,  we  went  to  Mexico,  but  not  to  solicit  grants  or  obtain  favo:i  [ 
and  we  agree  with  Keratry,  except  in  one  particular.  We  think  with  him  that 
Mexico  is  an  admirable  country,  and  that  an  empire  might  be  established  there; 
all  that  is  wanting  to  thia  one  is,  money  and  independence  !  It  does  not  lack 
the  good  will,  nor  the  intelligence,  nor  the  firmness.  Money  it  never  had.  and  it 
can  do  little  with  the  thirty-four  millioDs  obtained  from  the  two  loans.  It  neede 
five  hundred  millions,  and  that  was  the  Bum  we  suggested  before  it  was  too  late. 

Independence  !  How  could  it  be  independent  with  an  army  over  which  ithad 
no  command  ?     We  proposed  to  give  it  an  army. 

Though  Keratry's  writings  show  Mexico  to  bo  a  good  country,  deserving  an 
empire,  they  do  not  prove  that  the  present  empire  can  live  unsupponed  by 
France,  nor  do  they  prove  that  a  BucceSBinn  is  open  and  is  to  be  settled. 

One  word  more.  The  Patrie  is  astonished  at  our  acrimuny  in  blaming  its 
mode  of  debate.  Well  may  it  be  astonished,  for  its  article  to-day  confirmaasin 
our  estimation  of  its  severity,  and  we  persist  in  saying  editors  ought  not  to  ac- 
cuse each  other  of  dishonesty  and  want  of  patriotJem  when  there  is  uo  occasion 
for  it. 

Beading  Dr^olle's  articles  suggcetcd  the  above  moral  observations. 

CLEMENT  UUVERSOl?. 


[Enclosure  No.  10.] 
THE   MEXICAN    LOAN OCTOBER   COUPONS. 

On  the  5th  of  Augnst,  1866,  the  Moniteur  published  a  Mexican  correspondence, 
ending  with  these  lines: 

"  The  convoy  of  the  specie  train  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  pay  ibe 
the  dividends  of  the  foreign  debt,  left  Mexico  on  the  22d  of  Jnne,  and  will  be 
Bent  to  Europe  on  the  Englifh  packet  which  is  to  start  on  the  1st  of  Jnly  Siom 
Vera  Cruz  for  Southampton." 

The  specie  wae  then  on  the  way,  and  the  payment  of  the  coupons  was  snre. 

We  fiud  the  following  notice  in  the  Moniteur  of  this  morning  : 

"  Mexican ^nance  cammiltee  in  PartM. 

"  The  president  of  the  Mexican  finance  cummitteein  Paris  informs  theholderf 
of  Mexican  bonds  and  obligations  that  as  no  funds  for  the  arrears  and  conpoDj 
of  the  iBt  October  have  been  sent  by  the  Mexican  government,  the  payment  is 
necesBarily  postponed.  The  president  of  ihe  committee  at  the  same  time  re- 
minds the  holders  of  Mexican  obligations  that  a  capital  of  tbirty-fonr  millionh 
according  to  contract,  is  deposited  in  the  bank  of  deposits  and  coDsignmeDtA, 
at  three  per  cent.,  to  reimburse  their  expenditures. 

"Paris,  September  18,  18G6." 

What  does  that  mean  1  How  is  it  that  the  Mexican  committee  does  not  nj^n- 
tion  the  measures  adopted  by  the  government,  as  annoanced  by  the  Patrie,  for 
the  consolation  of  ila  bond -holders  f 

CLEMENT  DDVERNOIS. 


[Enclosuie  No.  11.— From  the  Patrie,  September  23.] 

Why  is  tliecabinetof  the  Tuilleries  morally  responsible  to  the  holders  of  Mei- 
ican  stock  I  We  will  say  why  :  1.  The  legislalive  body  heard  one  of  its  mem- 
bere,  M.  L'orta,  who  was  charged  with  an  official  mission  to  Mexico,  and  who,  at 
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the  BittiDg  of  the  10th  of  April,  1865,  drew  th«  moet  reaasnrine  picture  of  tfae 
finaociil  dtuaiion  and  the  reeourcea  of  the  new  empire.  2.  M.  Bouher,  miaister 
oTiUite,  while  diecloimiiig  in  moat  explicit  language — we  readily  admit  it — any 
ipecial  guarantee  on  the  part  of  the  government,  declared  at  the  same  time  that 
JDMiDtedtable  guarantees  were  attached  ti>  the  loan  then  projected,  and  that 
France  would  not  recall  her  troops  from  Mexico  until  she  had  accomplished  her 
work  and  assured  the  complete  pacification  of  the  country.  3.  Count  de  Ger- 
miny,  senator,  honorary  governor  of  the  Bank  of  France,  was  named  president 
of  the  cammittee  of  Mexican  finance,  sitting  at  Paris.  4.  When  the  loan  was 
decided  on,  the  minister  of  finance  authorized  the  comptoir  d'eecompte  to  em- 
ploy the  agency  of  the  receivers  general  for  the  distribution  of  the  scrip  in  all 
the  departments  of  France.  Such  are  the  facts,  and  we  could  mention  others 
Mt  le»s  significant ;  for  example,  the  sending  to  Mexico  a  counsellor  of  state,  M. 
langlars,  charged  to  rebrgnize  the  finances  of  that  country.  Such,  we  repeat, 
ue  ihe  facts  which  preceded,  accompanied,  and  followed  the  is^ue  of  the  Mexi- 
can loans.  Those  fact*  and  those  measures  evidently  iiiflnenced  the  public 
CvDiidcnce  and  induced  the  subscrihera  to  part  with  their  money.  Why  should 
ire  not  add  that  the  French  treasury  has  received  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
fandd  arii<ing  from  the  loans,  to  cover  itself  for  funda  which  Mexico  owed  to 
France  on  various  accounts  ?  Since,  from  motives  which  we  have  not  now  to. 
»ot\jxe,  the  government  has  been  induced  tii  rei.ounce  a  policy  at  Hrst  adopted^ 
by  it,  and  which  was  the  determinate  cause  of  the  success  of  tlie  loans,  the  fact 
none  tlie  less  rcmiius  that  the  declarations  which  it  made,  and  the  di^positiQce. 
>hich  it  took,  remain  for  the  holders  of  Mexican  Stock.  Those  do  not  come 
«nd  say  to  the  French  government  at  the  moment  when  Mexico — from  eaases 
beyond  her  control,  we  are  prepard  to  admit — fails  in  her  engagements :.  "  We 
lie  jour  creditors — we  have  your  guarantee."  In  cfiect  it  is  not  so.  But  it  mast 
b«  allowed  that  the  holders  of  Mexican  securities  will  hardly  forget  tluU.if  the 
French  government  ia  not  bound  to  them  by  a  material  guarantee,  it  is  so  by  its 
moral  acts. 


[EacJ<MUT«  No.  12. — Paris  (September  23)  coireapondGDca  of  the  London  Daily  News.] 

The  latest  device  invented  by  the  advocates  of  the  Mnxican  boadholderB  for 
nde«ming  the  "  moral  guarantee"  of  the  French  government  without  charge  to 
lie  French  budget — a  task  about  as  practical  as  the  search  for  the  philosopbur's 
Hiine — is  the  fullowing  ;  A  bill  is  to  be  presented  to  the  corpd  legisUtif  author-' 
iiing  the  government  to  advance  funds  for  payment  of  interest  of  the  debt,  (as 
•Kii  dooe  ia  the  case  of  Greece.)  the  produce  of  the  Mexican  customs,  secured 
by  the  coiiveutioo  of  July,  being  assigned  as  security ;  and  ihe  collection  of 
tbese  customs  being  admitted  to  be  uncertain,  the  34,000.000  impounded  to 
accumulate  at  compound  interest  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  capital  of  the 
Ueiiean  debt  in  iil'ty  years  would  be  "  such  an  ample  collateral  guarantee  as  to 
cover  the  French  treasury  against  all  risk  of  not  being  repaid  its  advances."  It 
i>  obvious  that  the  scheme  in  mere  thimble-rigging.  Whatever  payments  might 
^  made  to  the  bondholders  under  it  would  be  taken  out  of  their  own  money. 
^0  CDDtract  with  the  public  was  ever  more  positive  than  that  these  34,000,000 
iihaald  remain  a  sacrea  fund,  antonched,  to  secure,  in  the  very  worst  case,  the 
repaj'meut  of  the  principal  of  the  loan  in  fifty  years.  To  touch  that  fund  now 
Fur  the  purpose  of  preventing  grumbling  about  the  non-payment  of  dividends 
*auld  be  confiscation,  fieaides,  the  Moniteur  iueisted  only  two  daye  ago,  by 
ny  of  consolation  for  the  announced  suspension  of  dividend,  that  this  fund  in- 
^xied  the  safety  of  the  capital,  I  cannot  think  any  minister  would  have  the 
^  lo  present  such  a  monstrous  measure  as  the  one  suggested  to  the  corps 
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legielat'f,  iifter  M.  Rooher's  explicit  declaratiou,  made  to  stop  the  tnoutfas  of  tW 
opposition  dtputifB  who  objecti'd  to  tbe  cDconragement  given  by  the  eiecntive 
to  the  Mexican  loan,  that  France  would  never  in  any  way  be  either  directly  or 
indirectly  liable.  Remembering  this,  it  ie  impoefible  to  agree  with  tbe  Patrie, 
when  it  aays  to-day  thai  though  the  hondholdere  have  no  legal  claim  on  t'rsDce. 
they  bale  an  " equity."  Not  eo ;  eqniiy  is  all  tbe  other  way,  and  ebonld  be 
steadily  appealed  to  to  protect  tbe  tax-payer.  Notbmgcan  be  more  "inunors!" 
than  tbe  pretended  "moral"  gaarantee. 


[Endosare  No.  13.] 
THB  MBxrcAN  loa:v, 

Tbe  undersigned,  Jos^  Hidalgo,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenijio- 
tentiary  of  bia  majesty  tbe  emperor  of  Meiico,  and  Count  Carlos  dc  Germioy, 
Benatnt ,  appointed  by  his  majesty  the  emperor  Maximilian,  president  of  tlie 
treasury  commission  of  Mexico  in  Paris,  by  a  decree  of  the  10th  of  April  18*''4 : 

Having  examined  the  powers  coiifcn-ed  the  26th  November,  1864,  by  his 
majesty  tlie  t-mperor  Maximilian,  to  Messrs.  Corta,  depnty  in  the  corps  legisk- 
*if ;  Biirron,  proprietor  in  Mexico  ;  Bourdillon,  a  lawyer  residing  in  Mexico;  if 
•Germiny,  a  Bi;niitor,  to  contract  a  loan  in  Europe,  their  powers  being  counter- 
signed  by  Don  Joaqnin  Velazquez  de  Leon,  his  majesty's  minister  of  Stale; 

We  have  decided  and  do  decide  as  follows  ; 

Ait'i'tri.B  1.  There  shall  be  inscribed  in  the  great  book  of  the  foreign  delil 
•of  Mexico  a  first  series  of  500,000  obligatioas,  of  500  francs  each,  yielding  in 
.annual  iat«reat  of  30  francs,  payable  on  the  Ist  of  April  and  Ist  of  October  of 
each  yeat,  making  a  nominal  capital  of  250  millions  of  Francs.  The  emission 
of  these  titles  shall  be  at  the  price  of  340  francs  for  tbe  first  interest  coapon 
>wbicb  falls  dne  the  1st  of  October,  1865. 

The  rest  shall  be  issued  as  follows  : 

On  subscribing  60  francs  per  obligation 60 

From  the  6th  to  the  16th  June,  1865 SO 

From  tbe  5th  to  the  16th  August.  1865 50 

From  the  -Ith  to  the  15th  October,  1865 50 

From  the  5lb  to  the  15th  December,  1865 , 50 

From  the  5th  to  the  15th  February,  1866 60 

Tot.al 340 

The  coupon  <if  15  francs  which  falls  dae  on  the  Ist  of  October  shall  here- 
'Ceived  in  deduction  from  the  entire  fourth. 

The  holders  shall  have  the  privilege  of  discoanting  all  the  terms  not  due,  st 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  profit  per  annum. 

Suhi<crib.  rs  nut  paying  thcT  instalments  when  due  eball  be  charged  an  in- 
terest of  ten  [>er  cent,  per  annum  for  delay. 

Akt.  2.  The  liquidation  shall  be  effected  every  six  months  by  lot.  Tli<- 
drawing  sliall  be  made  by  the  treasury  commission  of  Mexico  in  Paris,  on  (hf 
2d  of  January  and  2d  July  of  each  year,  so  that  the  reimbarsemente  may  b« 
made,  within  three  months  at  most,  to  those  having  a  right  to  them. 

The  first  drawiijg  shall  take  place  on  the  2d  of  July,  1865.  In  each  half- 
yearly  drawing,  every  obligation  drawn  shall  be  paid  in  tbe  mm  of  500.000 
francs  ;  every  two  obligations,  100,000  francs  ;  every  fonr  obligations,  50, 000 
iraucB ;  every  sixty  obligations,  10,000  francs ;  a  certain  namber,  the  sam  of 
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vbich  ehall  be  determined  in  tlie  annexed  table,  500  franca.     Id  tliiH  manner  the 
loan  will  be  paid  in  fifty  years. 

Abt.  3.  The  Mexican  government  aball  appropriate  fi fly  annuities  of  tbe 
Tilne  of  18,756,340.  to  pay  the  interest  on  this  debt  and  to  estinguiah  it. 

Abt.  4.  There  shall  also  be  granted  to  snbacribere  to  the  loan  a  premium 
for  ibe  repayment  of  the  capital  firat  paid  up,  to  be  pniil  in  fifty  years. 

For  this  purpose  the  Mexican  government  biiida  iteelf  immediately  to  Bct  aside 
Sfum  of  seventeen  miUiona  of  francs  in  tbe  French  three  per  cents. 

Tbeae  funds  shall  be  deposited  in  tbe  French  bank  of  depoaite  and  consign- 
ment?, and  the  interest  shall  be  added  every  three  moDtha,  as  a  duty  of  the 
Htabli;thment. 

In  case  these  funds  at  the  end  of  fifty  years  do  not  represent  a  sum  sufficient 
to  pay  the  premium  of  340  franca  to  wliom  it  ia  dne,  owing  to  the  fall  of  French 
rt^nles.  tbe  Mexican  goeernment  binds  itaelf  to  make  up  the  difference;  and  if 
there  ia  an  exceen  it  aball  belong  to  the  Mexican  government. 

Abt.  5.  The  present  deciaion  ia  made  in  duplicate,  one  to  be  depoeited  in  the 
■lehivea  of  the  treasury  commisaion  of  Mexico  in  Paris,  the  other  to  he  sent  to 
b'u>  majesty  tbe  emperor  Maximilian. 

DoDe  in  Paris,  April  14,  1865. 

JOSfi  HIDALGO. 

COSBE  CU.  DE  GEBiMINY. 


[Encloanre  Na.  14. — From  tbe  London  News,  Augaat  10.] 
AN    ENGLtSH   OFPtCtAL  STATEMENT  OP    MAXIMILIAN'S   PINAKCBS. 

Tbf  sudden  arrival  of  tbe  empreaa  of  Mexico  heightens  tbe  intereat  which 
-ii  many  Knglifhmen  have  reason  to  take  in  the  affairs  of  that  country.  It  is 
natural  to  aiippose  that  tbe  emperor  Maximilian  would  not  have  pnrmittfd  the 
partner  of  bis  throne  to  maki'  a  sudden  voyage  to  Europe  in  the  ordinary  French 
mail  steamer  nnJess  tbe  bnainees  on  which  she  came  was  extremely  nrgcnt. 
Tbe  empress  Charlotte  is  no  merely  ornamental  appendage  of  acnnrt;  she  ia  a 
wnmao  of  courage  and  dignify,  of  capaci  lus  nnderstandingand  practical  aptitude, 
formed  in  all  respects  to  figure  with  distinction  in  the  great  world.  She  has 
had  a  full  sbare  of  tbe  responsibilities  as  well  as  the  perils  attending  her  bns- 
band's  remarkable  adventure  in  the  New  World  ;  and  now  that  that  enterprise 
hu  reached  its  crisis,  the  public  will  not  be  far  wrong  in  supposing  that  the 
tmperor  Maximilian,  tired  of^  the  periphrasis  of  diplomacy,  has  permitted  bis 
other  self  to  visit  the  distant  source  and  centre  of  his  power  to  learn  at  first 
band  what  further  aid  be  was  to  expect  from  the  creator  of  his  throne  and  em- 
pire. There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  was  tbe  wisest  step  he  could  take;  if 
thir  trath  is  to  be  got  at  tbe  empreaa  will  find  it.  The  Emperor  of  the  French, 
however,  may  jnally  complain,  if  he  will,  for  it  ia  rather  sharp  practice  to  intro- 
duce feminine  xaivrle  ana  peraistence  into  an  affair  ao  mysterioua  and  sacred  as 
diplomacy  wiihont  a  moment's  warning.  The  empreaa  lefl  Mexico  before  the 
^reat  events  which  have  recently  taken  place  in  Germany  could  be  known  there. 
L'nii  sa  the  emperor  Maximilian  had  better  information  than  was  accessible  to 
tbe  European  public  two  months  ago,  he  mnst  have  been  expecting  when  he 
parted  with  tbe  empress  to  hear  anon  that  Marshal  Bcnedek  had  chastised 
Prui'sian  inaolfnce  in  the  neighborhood  of  Berlin.  The  empreaa  would  proba- 
bly receive  intelligence  of  the  battle  of  Sadow a,  though  scaicely  of  ita  vaat 
p<>litical  consequences,  on  her  way  to  Europe.  She  finds  ihe  Emperor  Napo- 
Uon  preoccupied  with  affairs  compared  with  which  the  Mexican  enterprise  was 
a  holiday  diversion.     No  one  in  France  now  thinks  of  the  laurels  which  Mar- 
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ehnls  Forey  and  Bazaine  bave  gathered  in  the  New  World,  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  empress  will  not  be  able  to  dazzle  Napoleon  with  prospects  that  will 
withdraw  him  from  the  carea  that  now  crowd  upon  him  in  Europe.  The  eni- 
presa  of  Mexico  is  a  eenaihte  woman,  and  will  take  in  the  eituation  at  a  glance. 
She  will  be  able  to  judge  for  beraelf  what  are  the  chancee  of  her  huaband  re- 
ceiving succor  from  Europe.  The  French  army  and  tlie  French  treasury  have 
been  the  reserve  on  which  the  emperor  of  Mexico  haa  freely  drawn  for  the*e 
two  years.  The  empreea  will  perceive  that  this  ia  a  criais  in  which  the  impe- 
rial hanker  at  Paris  must  in  justice  to  himself  draw  together  all  his  reaonrcH, 
close  outstanding  transactions,  taking  from  hia  dehtore  whatever  they  are  able 
to  pay,  hut  on  no  account  parting  with  more.  If  the  Mexican  empire  can  stand 
when  the  French  troopa  have  been  recalled,  and  aupplies  of  Frcncn  money  have 
ceased  to  flow,  well;  if  not,  the  empress  will  hardly  find  it  worth  while  to  mike 
another  voyage  acroas  the  Atlantic. 

The  political,  military,  and  financial  condition  of  Mexico  haa  been  aketehed 
with  a  masterly  hand  by  the  present  French  minister  of  foreign  affairs  in  more 
than  one  despatch  since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the  fact^  conatitnte  a 
full  juatilicalioQ  of  the  reBolution  announced  by  the  French  government  to  with- 
draw from  ita  intervention  in  Jlexico.  But  there  are  certaiu  results  of  that  in- 
tervention which  will  remain  after  the  final  aettlement  of  accounts  between  the 
two  emperors,  and  which  greatly  concern  tbe  British  creditor.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  Mr.  Middleton,  aecreTary  of  the  British  legation  in  Mexico,  sent 
home  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of 
the  Uesicau  empire  to  be  calculated  on  for  the  year  1866.     We  reprint  it: 

Maritime  ens  torn- honsep 813,  500, 000 

Internal  cuatom-housea 5,  200, 000 

Direct  taxea  upon  property  in  town  and  country I,  200,  000 

Direct  taxea  npon  commercial  and  induatrial  estahliehments 350.  OOO 

Mining  duties 650, 000 

Stamped  paper,  poet  office  and  other  miacellaneoua  taxes 1,  000, 000 

Total 20,  800,  OOO 

Expenditure. 

Imperial  houae $1,  740, 000 

Miuialry  of  the  imperial  houae 30,  OOO 

Miniatry  of  state 340. 000 

Ministry  of  foreign  affaira 290, 000 

Ministry  of  the  interior 3,700,000 

Ministry  of  justice 900, 000 

Ministry  of  public  instruction 438, 000 

Ministry  of  war 12, 970, 000 

Ministry  of  public  works 1,  626, 000 

Ministry  of  finance 3,  400, 000 

Total 25,  431, 000 

Mr.  ^Uddleton  suggests  that  the  customs  revenue  may  produce  a  million  dol- 
lars more  llian  the  amount  stated  abuvt;;  but  when  he  expresaed  that  opinion 
he  did  not  know  that  the  French  occupation,  which  had  given  such  an  imjxili'c 
to  consumption  and  importation,  waa  about  to  cease.     On  the  other  baud,  he 

e lints  out  tliat  the  cost  of  the  French  contingent  ia  not  included  in  the  eat;male. 
e  obacrvea,  moreover,  that  "owing  to  the  little  progress  being  made  in  the 
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pacification  of  the  country,"  the  amnnnt  set  down  for  militarf  expen,(liture  will 
ml  prove  pofficient.  The  charges  of  the  public  debt  remain  to  be  added.  They 
are  at  follows : 

PuMk  dfbl. 

latemt  and  sinking  fund  on  British  coareotion S750,  QOO 

Interest  and  sinking  fund  on  Padre  Moran  conventiAi,         190,  000 
Interest  and  sinking  fund  on  Spanish  convention . . .  450,  OOO 

Interest  and  sinking  fund  on  the  internal  debt 1,  SOO,  000 

Tlie  gorernment  estimate  of  interest  payable  on  the 
Meiican  stocks  in  London,  including  the  deferred 
bonde,  and  on  the  amonnts  of  the  Miramar  and 

Puis  loans,  \»  calculated  at 10,280,000 

$12,  830,  000 

UnpiiJ  balances  on  Laguna,  Seca,  and  Guadalajara  conductas,  es- 
timated at  150,000 

SatLtlry  reco^ized  claims 265.  000 

SttWeulion  to  Vera  Cms  railway 1,350,000 

Total 14,595,000 


Tbe  general  result  is  thus  stated  by  Mtddleton  : 

Total  revenue 20,  800,  000 

ImperiU  house  and  the  different  departments  of  state. $35,  434,  000 

iDtereston  public  debt 14,595,  000 

40,039,000 

Total  deficit 19,  329,  000 


Here,  then,  we  find  the  Mexican  government,  in  the  third  year  of  tbe  French 
tipedition,  with  an  annual  deficit  nearly  equal  in  amount  to  the  gross  revenue. 
But  this  is  not  all.  Since  Hr.  Middlcton  wrote,  the  French  government  has 
cone  to  an  agreement  with  that  of  the  emperor  Masimilian,  under  which  the 
detit  owing  to  France  for  the  expenses  incurred  in  setting  up  the  emperor  Max- 
imilian's throne  is  taken  at  ten  millions  sterling,  upon  which  sum  intore:>t  is  to 
lie  paid  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent.  So,  then,  it  comes  to  this,  that  the  French 
latfrrention,  which  was  to  have  regenerated  Mexico,  but  which,  in  fact,  has 
iBTely  intensified  all  the  evils  previously  existing  there,  has  stiddled  Mexico 
*iih  an  additional  annual  burden  of  two  and  a  half  millions  sterling-— a  so 
of  ihe  French  occupation  which*  the  Mexicaus  will  doubtless  be  careful  I 


lEncIoBure  No.  IS.-^oirespondence  of  the  London  Times.] 
TUB  MKXICA.'V  LOAN. — HOW  THE  FSBNCH  FUNDS  HAVB  BBS.V  BMPLOYKD. 

Paris,  Saturday,  Augtutl  25,  1866. 
The  holders  of  Mexican  debentures  are  beginning  to  make  some  stir ;  they 
ODpiiler  that  the  French  government,  who  set  them  the  exiimple  of  confidence, 
and  thus  enconritged  ihem  to  lend  their  money,  is  morally  bound  to  hear  tliem 
onliarined.  Of  the  encouragemeot' given  by  tlie  government  tiiere  is  no  doubt ; 
Mil  the  consciousness  that  they  may  have  to  make  g.iod  tbe  unavoidable  short- 
wmbgs  of  Mexico  may  be  oue  of  the  reasons  why  the  Emperor  Napoleoo  is 
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unable  togtve  fiirtlier  financial  assistance  to  tLat  country.  Tbe  gronndH  on  wkicli 
the  creditors  found  their  claims  are  obvious, 

lu  April,  1864,  the  Archduke  Maximilian  took  po^eensinn  of  the  throne  ;  and 
his  first,  or  one  of  his  first  acts  of  sovereignty  was  to  authorize  a  loan  purpnrt- 
itig  to  yield  a  revenue  of  near  ten  per  cent.  It  wan  iAsiied  in  Pnri«  and  in 
LnndoD  ;  niid  tbe  French  government,  with  a  view  to  inspire  confidence  in  the 
Botitiity  uf  its  own  work,  taolabe  new  stock  to  the  amount  of  54,(100,000  franco  on 
account  of  its  own  claims  on  Mexico.  In  spite  of  this  high  patronage  the  lona 
(lid  not  succt'cd.  In  his  report  of  1S65  tlie  director  of  the  credit  mobilier  said : 
"  Vi'e  have  shrunk  from  no  sacrifice  to  better  the  condition  of  our  clients,  but  we 
regret  to  Ray  that  our  efforts  have  brought  us  nothing  but  serious  loss."  Ooly 
a  portion  of  the  loan  was  realized,  and  tlie  French  treasury  had,  as  security  for 
its  ndvanccp,  stock  completely  unproductive. 

Twelve  months  later  tbe  necessilies  of  the  Mexican  government  grew  BO 
pressing  that  indispensable  military  operations  could  not  be  continued  vignrotisly. 
The  emperor  Maximilian  was  unable  to  i&ise  money,  and  he  naturally  looked  to 
France  for  help.  The  French  government  had  only  one  of  three  things  to  dor 
to  renounce  the  enterprise  of  founding  a  government  in  Mexico  and  recall  its 
troops,  to  pledge  the  credit  of  France  for  the  advantage  of  Mexico,  or  to  give 
publicly  such  encouragement  to  a  new  loan  as  to  insure  its  success.  It  chose 
tbe  last,  aa  the  least  difficult  and  the  least  ->nerouB.  Tbe  illusions  of  the  gav- 
ernment  were  not  dissipated,  and  whatever  the  majority  of  the  legislsHve  body 
may  have  thought  individually,  they  seemed  by  their  vote  to  partake  them,  and 
scouted  the  objections  of  the  few  who  were  well  informed  of  the  conditioa  of 
Mexico  as  part  of  tbe  systematic  opposition.  The  condition  of  the  loan,  together 
with  the  loiieries,  corresponded  to  an  interest  of  Vi  per  ceut,  A  week  or  ten 
days  befiire  the  suh^criptiun  opened  a  debate  took  place  on  Mexican  affairs  in 
the  legislative  body  A  member  of  tlie  house,  M.  Corta,  who  bail  been  some 
time  before  sent  to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  cnllectiug  exact  information,  com- 
pleted bia  mission  and  returned.  lie  was  present  in  the  house  when  the  debate 
began,  and  he  was  requested  to  give  hia  opinion.  He  did  so.  Nothing  coald 
be  more  reassuring  than  his  account  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  of  the 
future  reserved  for  it  under  tbe  new  mouarcbiC'il  regime.  Tbe  opposition,  not 
convinced  by  this  flattering  description,  expressed  their  doubts  of  its  accuracji 
but  tbe  minister  of  state,  M.  Rouher,  finished  with  a  few  vigorous  toDcbes  the 
sketch  which  M.  Corta  had  drawn.  Tbe  minister's  speech  was,  like  all  hii 
speeches,  copious,  earnest,  and  eloquent.  Uu  pictured  the  crowds  of  immigrentB 
who  were  about  to  pour  into  Mexico,  ibe  numerous  banks  that  were  to  be 
founded,  the  commercial  and  navigation  companies  that  were  only  waiting  to  be 
Ibrmed,  the  great  m an n factories  that  weto  to  be  opened,  the  mines  of  gold  and 
silver,  of  iron  and  of  coal,  that  were  to  b«  worked  ;  "  and  as  for  the  fiuances  of 
Mexico,"  be  said,  "  has  not  the  information  just  given  us  by  M.  Corta  satisfied 
tbe  chamber  beyond  the  possibilily  of  a  doubt  as  to  the  resources  of  the  conn- 
try  1  Have  no  fi'ar,  gentlemen ;  the  able  administration  of  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milinn  will  restore  and  secure  real  prosperity  to  the  finances  of  the  empire,  and 
givt!  undoubted  guarantees  to  those  who  lend  bim  their  money."  The  majority 
of  the  Chamber  applauded.  It  is  rij^bt  to  observe  that  the  minister  of  stale 
added :  "  There  is  here  no  question  of  the  responsibility  of  the  French  govern- 
ment. France  gives  no  guarantee,  direct  or  indirect,  in  the  matter  of  ihe  Mex- 
ican loan."  Tbe  minister  could  not  have  said  less.  Ilad  he  uttered  only  one 
word  i:iiplying  a  positive  guarantee  of  tbe  French  treasury,  the  debentures 
would  have  risen  at  one  bound  from  3J0  to  1,000  francs.  The  government  de- 
sired and  expected  the  success  of  tbe  loan  without  tbe  direct  intervention  of  tbe 
treasury.  A  member  of  tbe  opposition,  M.  Picard,  objected  :  "  The  aubBCribera 
have  alre.ady  lost  30  per  cent,  ou  the  first  loan,  and  you  speak  now  of  a  second;" 
to  which  the  miuiater  replied : 
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"  Yon  are  thinking  of  the  loan  about  to  be  made.iand  certainly  if  tlie  holders 
who  will  read  your  speech  have  coufidence  in  your  oasertioas,  they  will  be  alow 
to  give  their  money.  This  miBtrust,  this  distrust,  (he  criticism  expre^^ed  by  an 
irresponaible  person,  which  eprend  diitquiet  and  alarm  in  the  country,  will  be 
powerless  and  vain.  Your  words  will  not  be  listened  to,  and  they  who  do  not 
listen  to  them  are  perfectly  right." 

Tfaeae  words  were  a^in  applauded  vociferonEly. 

The  second  loan  was  issued  by  the  comptoir  d'escompte,  and  the  comptoir 
d'escompte  ia  debarred  by  its  statute?  from  opening  eubscri^itiona  of  the  kind 
without  the  special  aitthorization  of  the  minister  of  finance.  Tlie  receivers- 
general  tbronghont  France  were  authorized  by  the  roinidter,  whr>Be  immediate 
gubordinatce  they  are,  to  receive  Hubscriptione.  The  Mexican  finance  commis- 
pioD,  under  the  presidency  of  M.  de  Germiny,  Benator,  formerly  minister  of 
finance,  and  formerly  governor  of  the  Bank  of  Fiance,  took  charge,  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  government,  of  the  funds  collected  and  of  the  payment  of  the 
iaterest.  A  member  of  the  council  of  state,  M.  Langlais,  was  sent  by  the  gov- 
ernment to  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  introdncing  order  in  the  Mexican  finances. 
During  the  time  the  subscriptions  were  coming  in,  the  conlidence  nf  the  public 
was  constantly  kept  up  by  the  favorable  accounts  the  Monileur  published  every 
fortnight  of  the  state  of  affairs  iu  Mexico ;  and  these  accounts  were  regularly 
reproduced  in  the  Ifrench  papers. 

The  French  treaaury  held,  on  account  of  its  own  claims,  S4,000.000  francs  la 
paper  nf  the  first  loan  ;  and  it  became  necessary,  with  a  view  to  reduce  the  iloat- 
ing  debt,  to  realize  that  sum.  The  operation  was  not  easy.  Mexican  credit 
was  f^i  low  that  the  stock  nf  the  first  issue,  yielding  more  than  12  per  cent,  at 
that  period,  was  not  salable.  The  conversion  of  that  stock,  or  renift,  into  de- 
bentur^B,  or  obligations,  with  premiums  and  lotteries,  was  effected,  and  the  min- 
i:?terof  finance  transferred  his  unproductive  ren/u  into  obligalionii.  In  his  report 
to  the  Emperor,  on  the  20:h  of  December  Inst,  he  stated  that  be  had  utiHsed, 
"not  without  loss,  the  stock  of  which  he  had  been  the  holder."  The  minister 
evidently  thought  that  the  new  Mexican  obligations  which  were  thus  thrown  on 
the  market  were  a  safe  investment. 

From  a  statement  published  by  ?>I,  Cochnt  it  seems  that  the  mode  in  which 
the  funds  raised  for  Mexico  have  been  employed  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  Krencli  government  in  the  first  loan  of  1864  received  6,600,000  francs 
of  Totle  in  payment  of  expenses  incurred  and  to  meet  private  claims. 

Of  the  portion  offered  to  the  public,  in  Paris  and  London,  only 
lO.lfia.OOO  francs,  of  6  per  cent,  rente,  were  negotiated,  and 
produced 102,  000,  000 

The  second  loan,  that  of  1865,  by  the  issne  of  500,000  bonds,  at 
540  francs,  produced 170,000,000 


Total. 272,000,000 

The  cotnmiasions,  expenses,  &c.,  amounted  to 26,  OOO,  000 


The  two  loans,  therefore,  produced  only 246,  000,  000 


n  the  net  amount  several  sums  were  retained  for  different  objects — for  the 
.ution  of  the  capital  at  the  end  of  fifty  years,  for  interest  reserves, 
premiums,  and  lotteries,  dividend  due  to  Kngtnnd — forming  a  total  sum  of 
21^,000.000  francs,  so  that  Mexico  received  only  34,000,000  francs  nf  her  loan. 
Tbere  remains  at  present  in  the  French  treasury  114,000  francs  Mexican  bonds 
nut  teslized,  47,000  francs  held  iu  reserve  for  indemnities  to  be  paid  to  French 
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snbjecia,  and  about  83,000  franca,  repreeenting  tlie  portion  of  tbe  first  loan  nn- 
converted,  aad  which  remain  in  the  hauda  of  the  Mexican  commiesion.  The 
nnmber  of  bonde  held  by  the  public  is,  thttrefore,  about  756,000  franco,  dblrib- 
nted  over  300,000  fainiliee.  ThoBe  people  it  ia  who  have  alone  provided  the 
neceaaities  of  the  French  army,  and  who  even  aided  iu  reimbursing  certaia 
EnKlieh  creditora." 

The  credilore,  then,  look  to  the  French  government,  whom  they  consider  to 
have  morally  gaaranteed  the  Mexican  loan  by  the  juofi-officisl  character  given 
to  tbe  aabacriptjou,  far  relief. 


[EnclognreNo.  16. — From  the  Hemtiger Franco- Am^ricMn,  New  Yorlc,  Septembers!),  1^.] 

The  Paria  papers  that  copy  the  above  document  from  the  Monitcur  add  iht 
following  interesting  remarka  : 

The  Libert^  aek^  what  are  the  reaourcea  of  ^texico  to  carry  on  the  govent 
ment,  and  Bay  a  : 

"  Accordiug  to  documenta  furniahcd  by  the  Oouatitutionnel  a  few  weeka  ago, 
the  budget  of  receipts  waa  fixed  as  follows : 

"  Custom-houses  of  the  Gulf,  33  milllona  ;  of  the  Pacific  15  miltiona ;  otter 
Bonrcea,  4d  milllona;  making  a  l«u!  of  95  millions. 

"  Mexico  had  already  appropriated  75  per  cent  j  of  the  PaciGc  revenues,  and 
now  gives  2.5  per  cent  ;  therefore  15  mill  inna  must  be  deducted  from  the  budget. 
In  the  second  place,  Meiico  having  given  up  49  per  cent,  of  the  cnstoma  rer. 
ennea  to  extinguiah  the  English  and  tipaniah  debt,  and  now  giving  50  per  cent, 
of  the  aaiiie  revenues,  there  remains  but  one  per  cent,  on  the  Gulf  cudtom- 
booaea.     The  budget  will  then  remain  thus  ; 

Gulf  customs,  one  per  cent 380, 000 

Pacific  cuatoma 

Other  revenuea 42,  000,  COO 

Total 42,  380.  OOn 


"  Thus  42  millions  is  all  the  Mexican  empire  has  to  pay  the  internal  debt  widi, 
tn  keep  up  the  army,  to  endow  public  services  and  to  pay  the  civil  list. 

"  Where  are  these  42  millions  except  on  paper?  We  cannot  tell ;  we  lliink 
them  problematical.  Everybody  will  agree  with  ua,  then,  in  saying  the  Mex- 
ican empire  cannot  last,  and  that  the  convention  of  July  is  equivaltut  to  abdi- 
cation. 

"On  the  other  hand,  what  arc  the  custom-house  revenuea  now  worth?  Ai 
much  as  39  millions  in  the  Gulf?  Perbapa  so,  if  Tampico  and  Matamaraa— 
two  porta  out  of  the  three — were  not  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

"  And  what  will  Maximilian's  asaignmeut  be  good  for  af^er  the  fall  of  the  em- 
pire and  the  evacuation  of  Meiico  by  our  troopa  f  " 

The  Avenir  National  ie  alarmed  to  see  the  French  flag  engaged  for  an  indtfi- 
nite  time  in  Mexico.    It  eaya : 

"Who  does  !iot  see,  that  if  the  Fiench  remain  in  Mexico  to  secure  the  [>«v- 
ment  of  intereat  and  tbe  extinguiahment  of  the  Mexican  debt,  ihcy  cannM 
quit  when  they  please!  It  is  not  poeaibli'  to  preserve  frec<lom  of  action,  ami 
measure  the  exerciae  of  rights  by  tno  exigencies  of  its  policy,  curbed  by  the 
n  of  the  30th  of  Jnly,  which  is  nothing  leas  than  the  contiuuaiiou  ul' 
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tliRt  grest  error  culled  the  Uexican  expedition.  Now  France  would  like  to 
qait.  for  fear  of  danger  in  tbat  direction ;  and  we  think  she  would  prefer  to 
tive,  inBtead  of  the  convention  of  the  30th  July,  some  arrangement  to  incur  a 
praeut  MCiifice,  to  save  greater  onea  in  future." 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sellor  Romero. 

Department  of  Stats, 

WatkingttM,  Ocloher  9,  18G6. 
Sir  :  I  bare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi cation  of 
tteSOtii  ultimo,  twntainiog  the  convention  concluded  between  the  Emperor  of 
tlie  French  and  the  Priuce  Maximilian,  ae  published  in  the  Moniteur  Univereel 
ofPirie. 

I  iviil  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most 
diiiiiigaiBhed  coasideratiou. 

WILUAM  H.  SEWAHD. 
SenorDos.  M  Bombbo,  ^„  ^,  ^. 


Sefior  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 
fTraiulation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  "Dnited  States  of  America, 

Waihington,  Ontoher  5.  1866. 
Mr.  SBCBiiTABY  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  yon,  for  the  information 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  copy  of  a  communication  which  I 
[weived  to-day  from  General  Begules,  chief  of  the  army  of  the  centra  of  the 
Mciican  republic,  dated  in  Zitacuaro  the  9th  of  Augnat  last,  reporting  his  move- 
VKTA%  Qp  to  that  date,  and  the  conduct  of  the  French  forces  in  the  State  of 
Miebiiscan.     I  aloo  encloee  a  copy  of  my  answer  to-day  to  General  Regnles. 

I  profit,  by  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  aaaurancea  of  my 
nwt  die  tin  i;ui  shed  conaideration. 

M.  ROM£KO. 
Hod.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  tfc.,  ifc. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 
MEXICAN  BEPDBUC,  ABMY  OF  THE  CBNTBE GENERAL  IN  CHIEF. 

In  a  private  despatch  which  I  sent  you  on  the  30th  ultimo  from  the  Tiripio 
Wienda,  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  enemy's  movement  upon  me, 
Imiiig  me  to  evacuate  Zitacuaro,  hie  occupation  and  retirement,  and  my  return 
an  the  1st  inatant.  I  remained  here  till  the  7ih,  when  I  determined  to  make  a 
■nnvement  npon  Anganguco,  garrieoned  by  only  four  hundred  traitors,  but  had 
M  give  up  the  idea  because  I  beard  that  eight  hundred  French,  on  their  way 
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from  Queretaro  to  Toluca  by  Morelift,  bai]  gone  t?  San  Felipe  del  Obraje  to 
defead  i^  And,  in  fact,  the  French  did  reach  Anganguco  yesterday,  with  about 
five  hundred  traitors  picked  np  from  the  neighboring  detachin«ita,  and  to-day 
marched  upon  this  place,  which  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  gire  np  once  more, 
because  I  have  neither  sufficient  forces  nor  munitions  to  defend  it. 

You  will  perhaps  think  it  strange  thai  I  call  your  attention  to  sncb  trivial 
circumstances,  quite  natural  in  our  warfare,  where  the  enomy  is  not  only  striring 
to  defend  places  that  I  threaten,  but  is  struggling  in  his  turn  to  seize  those  thtt 
I  hold  ;  hut  you  must  know  what  I  do  is  of  great  importance,  when  yon  con- 
sider that  the  expedition  sent  against  me  ia  mostly  composed  of  French  troops 
commanded  by  French  ofEcers. 

When  the  French  declared  they  had  not  come  to  Mexico  to  interfere  with 
the  internal  affairs  nf  the  country,  but  only  to  force  respect  for  treaties  violated 
by  the  government  of  the  republic,  and  to  protect  the  interests  of  their  Fellow- 
cilizens;  and  now  aa  that  bad  been  effected,  they  determined  to  withdraw  their 
troops,  considering  the  expedition  at  an  end,  I  cannot  understand  how  and  with 
what  right  they  continue  to  make  war  on  people  who  are  oppoeing  the  govern- 
ment of  ihe  n 8 urper,  Maximilian,  and  give  aid  to  places  occupied  by  traitors 
who  sustain  bim. 

Such  outrageous  conduct,  without  provocation,  (for  my  forces  have  never  yet 
attacked  them,)  compels  me  to  make  it  known  to  you,  because  it  shows  the 
absolute  want  of  loyalty  in  the  French  government,  the  mennuese  it  makes 
use  of  to  deceive  the  world,  particularly  the  United  States,  to  which  you  are 
accredited. 

I  hope,  therefore,  yon  will  make  a  proper  use  of  the  facts  I  here  communi- 
cate with  the  gnvemmeut  at  Wftshiugton  and  the  supreme  government  of  the 
republic,  and  will  tell  me,  in  your  reply,  what  conduct  1  ought  to  pursue.  In 
the  mean  tiine  it  is  understood  that  I  will  continue  to  sust^n  the  rights  of 
Mexico  against  domestic  or  foreign  foes  on  all  occasions,  except  when  I  am  cer- 
tain of  defeat. 

I  protest  to  you  my  attentive  consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Ileadquarters  at  Zitacnaro,  August  9,  18G<>. 
N.  DE  REGULES. 

C.  Matias  Romrro, 

Miiti»ter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  Waxhingto*. 

Washlioton,  October  5,  1866. 
A  true  copy ; 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


[EncloiureNo.  2.J 

MextcAN  Lboation  op  the  Umtrd  States  op  Ambrica, 

Washington,  October  6,  1S66. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  to-day  your  comrounic^ition  of  the  9th  of  Angn5t 
last,  from  Ziiacaaro,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  the  movements  you  had  made 
up  to  that  time  with  the  forces  under  your  command,  and  of  the  conduct  of  the 
French  forces  that  were  marching  from  Qucrehiro  to  Toluca,  by  way  of  Morelin, 
having  fallen  back  from  ijan  Felipe  del  Ohraje  to  Angangueo  to  aid  a  body  of 
traitors  in  the  latter  place,  which  they  heard  you  were  going  to  attack. 

This  circumstance,  and  the  French  afterwards  going  from  Angangueo  to  Zita- 
cuaro  to  attack  you,  (after  their  government  had  assured  the  United  Stat<'S,  u 
long  ago  as  the  6  tb  of  April  last,  that  it  would  return  to  the  principle  of  non-inter- 
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TeDtioD,  and  wonid  withdraw  its  troops  from  the  republic,)  Rhowtliat  the  French 
^nTernment  has  acted  with  notorioQs  dislo^Bhy,  JDaamnch  as,  while  saying  one 
ibing  in  its  diplomatic  notee,  it  authorizes  its  soldiers  to  do  the  contrary. 

For  these  reasons  you  request  me  to  rommuuicate  the  above  facts  to  the  gov- 
enunent  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  supreme  goTemment  of  the  republic, 
and  to  adriae  you  how  to  act  in  view  of  the  circnmstaucos. 

Id  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  your  wishes, 
ud  believing  the  nature  of  the  case  requires  it,  I  this  day  transmit  your  note 
la  tbe  ministry  of  foreign  relations  of  the  republic  and  to  the  Department  of 
State  of  tbe  United  States.  Furthermore,  I  must  inform  you  that,  as  the  French 
|orerDment  has  made  no  engagement  with  ours  to  withdraw  its  troops,  or  to 
Rtnm  to  the  principle  of  non-interventiim,  it  is  not  bound  to  us,  and  we  ara 
mder  no  obligations  to  it.  Tbe  war  between  Uexico  and  France  ia  the  same, 
K  it  relates  to  us,  as  it  was  before  the  arrangement  between  the  Fiench  gov- 
emnifnt  and  tbe  United  States  ;  and  our  duty  now,  as  it  always  has  been,  is  to 
wnlinne  the  contest  to  the  extent  of  our  abilities,  without  trying  to  effect  a 
inifr  with  tbe  French  army,  wbicb,  in  reality,  has  no  existence. 

Tiie  engagements  of  the  French  government  are  with  tbe  United  States  and 
lim  nothing  to  do  with  our  government ;  yet,  as  the  government  of  the  republic 
ii  ta  friendly  terms  with  that  of  the  United  States,  I  ihink  it  would  be,  at  least, 
in  )ct  of  courtesy  on  our  part  lo  communicate  to  it  all  information  we  may 
lnvf  in  regiird  ti>  the  course  followed  by  the  French  in  Mexico,  with  a  view 
'bji  it  may  make  a  proper  ufe  of  such  information  in  accordance  with  its  sense 
of  hnnor  and  its  interest ;  but  we  have  no  right  to  demand  anything  of  it. 

I  art>  sorry  to  say  to  you  that  I  have  not  yet  received  tbe  communication  you 
miniion  to  have  addressed  to  me  from  the  hacienda  of  Tiripitio,  on  the  31st  of 
JolyU^it.  The  previons  one,  I  received  before  the  one  I  am  now  anawering> 
ii  dated  in  Zitacuaro,  ifae  12lh  of  July. 

bV  these  reasous  I  repeat  to  you  tbe  asaurance  of  my  distinguished  consider- 

M.  ROMERO,  Seerttary. 
C.  General  Xicolas  db  RBnuma, 

file/"  'f  t^t  Army  of  the  CetUre. 

Washington,  October  6,  1866. 
A  true  copy ; 

ICNO.  MAKISCAL,  Stcretary. 


Mr.  Seward  lo  SeH<^  Romero. 

Drpartmhnt  of  Statk, 

WasAington.  Oetohtr  IS,  1866. 
StB:  t  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
tbe  Stb  instant,  containing  some  information  with  reftard  to  the  military  move- 
meal4of  tieneial  Regules  and  the  eiination  of  affaire  at  Michoacan ;  also  a 
copy  of  your  letter  to  General  Regules. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  assurances  of  my 
mo«t  distingnished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
ScGor  Dct  H.  Rombro,  Ifc.,  ^rc.,  isc 
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SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TniiiBlatiDa.J 
MliXICAN  LBOATION  I\  THE  UNITED  StaTBS  OP  AMBHICA, 

WaikingloH,  October  10,  1866. 
Hr.  Secretary  :  I  have  ttie  honor  to  tranemit  to  you,  for  the  inforrnation  of 
the  govemmeDt  of  the  United  States,  various  documentB  intercepted  from  the 
agciite  of  the  usurper  Haximiliaa,  all  of  them  dated  id  Brapsel^  the  ITth  of 
September,  and  signed  by  Felix  Eloin,  the  so-called  state  counsellor  in  com- 
mission, and  are  as  fnllow«  : 

1.  A  letter  addressed  to  the  usurper,  iufonning  him  that  the  French  goren- 
ment  disapproves  of  the  appointment  of  the  French  Generals  Osmont  and 
Friant,  as  ministers,  and  seems  disposed  to  get  rid  of  Maximilian ;  and  advisiog 
him  Co  appeal  to  the  popular  vote,  when  the  French  forces  are  withdrawn  from 
Mexico. 

2.  A  telegram  addressed  to  the  same,  to  be  forwarded  immediately  from 
New  York,  containing  a  syDOpsis  of  the  letter. 

3.  A  letter  addressed  to  Don  Juan  Devincenties,  so-called  director  of  civil 
ftfTairs  in  the  private  o£Gi:e  of  the  usurper,  in  regard  to  ):ia  private  interests. 

4.  A  communication  to  Don  N.  Bosas,  nntitltid  consular  ageiit  of  the  empire 
of  Mexico  in  New  York,  requesting  him  to  send  the  mentioned  letters  to  their 


I  think  these  documents  of  great  importance,  as  thev  plainly  show  the  state 
of  relations  between  the  French  agent  in  Mexico  and  his  chief,  fbe  Emperor 
Napoleon,  and  the  plans  of  the  former,  in  case  the  French  army  or  a  portioo  of 
it  is  withdrawn  from  Mexico. 

M.  Felix  Eloin  is  a  Belgian  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  late  King 
Leopold,  who  bequeathed  him  to  his  son-in-law  Masimiliaa,  when  the  latler 
left,  seeking  for  adventures  in  Mexico,  as  a  person  of  discretion  whom  he  could 
trust,  and  whose  advice  might  be  of  service.  He  has  been  looked  upon  in 
Mexico  for  some  time  as  Maximilian's  director.  Not  long  ago  he  was  sent  W> 
Europe  to  operate  for  the  usurper,  who  is  conscious  that  his  stay  in  Mexico 
depends  solely  upon  foreign  support.  The  letter  was  written  after  his  inter- 
view with  Maximilian's  wife  at  Miramar,  and  it  is  certain  that  its  contents 
express  the  ideas  of  Dona  Uarlota  Leopoldiua  and  those  of  her  husband,  ratbei 
than  the  trriter's  private  opinions. 

Taking'  this  into  consideration  I  do  not  think  it  nnreasonabtc  to  believe  that 
M.  Felix  Eloin  gives  in  his  letter  the  desires,  sentiments,  and  plans  of  his  mas- 
ter, particularly  when  we  reflect  that  he  is  one  of  those  courtiers  who  tell  their 
sovereigns  only  what  will  please  them  and  what  confornia  to  their  wishes  sod 

From  these  premises  I  deduct  the  following  facts : 

1.  The  relations  between  the  Emperor  Napoleon  and  hie  agent  Maiimilian 
are  not  as  cordial  as  the  latter  would  like,  because,  it  seems,  the  former  is  be- 
giuang  to  see  the  absurdity  and  impossibility  of  undertaking  to  eitublish  an 
Aufltro-French  monarchy  in  Mexico,  and  seems  to  be  disposea  to  give  up  the 
idea,  and  this  is  not  at  all  pleasing  to  the  latter, 

2.  Tbat  Maximilian  intends  to  remain  iu  Mexico,  even  if  the  French  army  is 
withdrawn  from  the  republic,  and  submit  the  question  of  his  rule  to  the  popular 
vote.  Tliis  proves  at  the  same  time  that  even  Lis  friends  and  servants  bave 
little  confidence  in  the  validity  of  the  titles  with  which  he  now  pretends  to  gov- 
ern, since  they  find  it  necessary  to  confirm  them  by  an  appeal  to  popular  suf- 
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frige,  when  tbe  people  aliall  be  free  from  the  duress  of  foreign  inteiTention,  as 
he  Kje  io  hiB  own  words. 

3.  That  the  nauiper  Maximilian,  not  satisfied  with  the  calamitiea  that  his 
ambition  has  bronght  on  Mexico,  seeks  to  harm  his  own  country  hy  putting 
himself  up  as  a  rival  of  his  brother,  the  Smperor  of  Austria.  The  allusions 
made  to  him  on  this  snbject  by  M.  Felix  Eloin  would  be  taken  aa  an  inault 
bj  uiy  other  than  Maximilian,  and  it  is  certain  they  would  not  hare  been  made 
if  the  author  wae  not  certain  they  would  be  well  received. 

4.  That  even  Maximilian's  servants  are  despairing  of  his  cause  in  Mexico, 
sod  only  on  account  of  his  personal  difficulties  with  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  and 
to  staiia  well  in  public  opinion  in  Europe,  and  be  qualified  for  a  candidate  to  the 
throne  of  Austria,  or  any  other  in  prospect,  he  is  desired  to  take  what  ia  called 
a  respectable  departure,  so  as  not  to  damage  his  reputation,  and  in  a  different 
way  from  that  proposed  by  the  Emperor  Napoleon. 

5.  That  even  in  the  eyea  of  the  own  servants  of  Maximilian,  the  French 
agent  in  Mexico,  French  policy  baa  been  darkened  by  odiovt  acts  productive  of 
fafal  eonifqttencef,  for  which  it  must  bo  responsible  sooner  or  later. 

In  conclueion,  vbat  must  we  think  of  the  good  faith  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  even  towarda  those  who  serve  him  beat,  when  we  see  him  making 
promises  of  future  aid,  and  suifering  bia  Mexican  agent  to  make  miniatcra  of  his 
Dim  soldiers  and  tries  to  place  the  entire  revenues  of  the  country  at  his  disposal, 
and  just  as  this  is  done  he  disnppi-ovFs  the  conduct  of  tbe  French  generals  who 
accept  portfolios  from  Maximilian,  wljicb  was  only  doing  openly  what  bad  been 
done  secretly  ever  since  tbe  beginning  of  the  intervention  by  every  member 
of  the  French  army,  with  the  full  coueeut  and  authority  of  the  government  ? 

Such  are  the  con  side  ration  a  that  have  occurred  to  me  in  view  of  the  docu- 
menls  which  I  now  send  you.  Their  authenticity  and  the  importance  of  the 
iolqect  are  sufficient  reasons,  in  my  opinion,  for  aubmitting  them  to  the  aerious 
eoniideration  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Thinking  yon  might  look  upon  these  documents  from  a  different  point  of  view 
than  (hat  which  I  have  taken,  and  believing  them  to  be  of  use  to  tbe  govem- 
meat  of  the  United  States  in  the  direction  of  its  future  policy  in  relation  to  the 
sfairg  of  Mexico,  I  have  concluded  to  send  them  to  yon  in  the  original,  just  as 
1  received  ihem. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  occoxion  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Sccrelaiy,  the  as- 
eurances  of  my  most  distinguished  Consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Han.  W'lLLiA.u  H.  Seward,  Ifc.,  ifc.,  Ifc. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.— Translation.] 

Bri'ssbls,  \lth»eventk  memth,  1866. 
SiRK:  The  article  from  the  Momteur  Fmn^nis,  disavowing  the  entrance  on 
tlie  administration  of  war  and  of  finance  by  tbe  two  French  generals,  Osmond 
and  Friant,  proves  that  henceforth,  and  without  a  bluah,  the  maf^k  is  east  aside. 
The  mission  of  General  Oastelnau,  aide-de-camp,  and  having  the  confidence  of 
th«  Kmperor,  although  secret,  cannot  have  other  object,  in  my  opinion,  than  to 
ittk  to  bring  on  a  solution  as  soon  as  possible.  To  seek  to  explain  its  conduct, 
which  history  will  pass  upon,  the  French  government  would  like  that  an  ab- 
dication might  precede  tbe  return  of  the  army,  and  tliat  thus  it  would  be  poasi- 
Ijlefor  it  to  act  alone,  to  reorganize  a  new  state  of  things,  capable  of  assnriugita 
interests  and  those  of  its  countrymen.     I  have  an  internal  conviction  that  your 
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meieBtj  would  not  give  tbie  eatiafaction  to  a  policy  which  moet  in  tbc  end,  0oon«T 
or  later,  be  ao^werable  for  the  odium  of  He  acts  and  the  fatnl  conseqnencee  which 
will  be  the  result  The  speech  of  Seward,  tbe  toait  to  Romem,  the  atiitnde  of 
the  President,  result  of  tbe  cowardice  of  the  French  cabiuet,  are  grave  fact^ 
destined  to  increase  the  difficulties  and  discourage  the  boldest.  However,  I  have 
the  deep  conviction  that  to  abandon  tlie  game  before  the  return  of  the  French 
army  would  be  interpreted  as  an  act  of  weakness,  and  tbe  emperor,  holding  h'a 
authority  from  a  popular  vote,  it  would  be  to  the  people  of  iiexico,  relieved  jron 
the  pretture  of  a  foreign  inter  rtenlimi,  that  he  should  take  anew  appeal ;  it  is  fur 
him  to  demand  tbe  material  and  financial  support  iudippensable  to  subsistence 
and  growth. 

If  such  appeal  is  not  listened  to,  then  his  majesty,  having  accomplished 
his  noble  mission  to  its  close,  will  return  to  Europe  with  all  the  prestige  which 
accompanied  him  un  bis  departure,  aud  in  tbe  midst  of  important  events,  which 
will  not  fail  to  arise,  will  plsy  tbe  uart  which  iu  all  respects  pertains  to  him. 

Leaving  Mirsmar  on  the  4tb  of  this  month,  with  the  purpose  of  embarking  at 
St,  Ksz^iire,  after  having  rectiived  tbe  orders  of  her  majesty  tbe  empress,  I  was 
constrained  again  to  adjourn  my  departure.  It  needed  that  high  influence  to 
change  a  determiniition  which  my  devotion  counselled  as  the  fulfilment  of  a  duly. 

I  huve  been  keenly  disappointed  Id  learning  that  my  numerous  despatches  of 
the  months  of  June  and  July  had  not  reached  your  majesty  in  due  senson,  put 
under  cover  to  Bombelles,  and  accompanied  by  long  letters  written  to  that  devoted 
friend,  to  be  commimieated  to  your  majesty.  I  was  far  from  anticipating  bis  de- 
parture from  Mexico.  They  have  now  lost  all  the  interest  which  they  derived 
from  events  so  unforeseen,  which  then  so  fapidly  succeeded  each  othrr.  I  regret 
above  all  this  vexatious  incident,  if  it  should  for  n  moment  have  awakcued  doubts 
in  your  majesty's  mind  of  my  nnceasing  desire  faithfully  to  fulfil  my  duty. 

By  crossing  through  Austria  I  was  able  to  ascertain  the  general  discanteoi 
which  reigns  throughout.  Nothing  is  yet  done.  The  Emperor  is  ditcouraged  ; 
tbe  people  are  fretful,  and  openly  call  for  his  abdication  ;  sympathies  with  your 
majesty  are  spreading,  evidently,  through  all  the  territory  of  the  empire.  In 
Venutia,  a  whole  party  calls  for  you,  its  former  governor.  But  when  a  govern- 
ment disposes  of  elections,  under  tbe  rule  of  universal  suffrage,  it  is  easy  to  fore- 
see the  result. 

The  cholera  rages  through  Europe  with  extreme  violence,  and  everywhere 
makes  numerous  victims. 

In  accordance  with  the  latest  orders  from  your  majesty,  I  have  despatched  by 
this  courier  a  telegram  in  cipher  to  Kosas  to  advise  your  majesty  of  the  arrival 
of  General  Castelnau,  and  of  the  disavowal  given  to  Osmont  and  Friaut. 

I  have  learned  through  G that  the  doubtful  attitude  taken  at  Paris  by 

3146  was  becoming  every  day  more  pnblic.  For  some  time  he  heaps  consider- 
ation and  money  on  young  Salvador,  who  don't  himself  understand  at  all  why 
this  change  is  I  think  it  necessary  to  recall  the  young  man  to  my  side,  while 
expecting  the  end  of  his  holidays. 

The  state  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon's  health  engages  seriously  all  Eoropp. 
His  departure  for  Biarritz  seems  indefinitely  postponed.  Assurance  is  made 
that  severe  diabetes  now  complicates  the  inflammation  of  tbe  bladder,  which 
causes  bis  suffering.  As  for  her  majesty,  the  empress  Garloita,  in  the  midsl  ut 
the  flowers  which  make  a  garden  of  euchaalmenl  of  Miramar,  she  shiu»  id  tbe 
full  brilliancy  of  perfect  health. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sire,  your  majesty's  very  humble,  very  devoted,  and 
very  faithful  servant  and  subject,  ytJ^J^ 

■t'*^.  F.  ELGIN 


tv-^l 
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Aanexcd  to  Mr.  Romero's  letter  of  October  10,  1666  : 

Sfrb:  Tliearticle  of  thcFrench  Monjteur,  denying  that  the  two  French  genCT- 
al*,  Osmont  nnd  Fiiant,  have  perminBion  to  asaiime  the  departments  of  war  and 
finaoce,  proves  that  from  this  time  the  mnsk  is  ehaniBlessly  thrown  aside.  Tha 
midi'ion  of  General  Castelnan,  aide-de-ennip  nnd  confidential  servant  of  the  Em- 
pemr,  although  secret,  can  have  no  other  aim,  in  my  judgment,  than  to  provoke 
a  solution  as  soon  as  possible.  With  a  view  to  explain  its  conduct,  of  which 
history  muat  be  the  judge,  the  French  government  wishes  that  an  abdication 
ebould  precede  the  return  of  the  army,  and  that  thus  it  may  be  able  to  proceed 
alone  to  reorganize  a  new  stale  of  affairs,  capable  of  securing  its  own  interests 
■nd  those  of  its  subjects.  I  have  a  firm  conviction  that  your  majesty  will  not 
give  this  satisfaction  to  a  policy  which  mnst  sooner  or  later  answer  for  the 
odious  character  of  its  acts,  and  for  the  fatal  consequences  which  must  follow 
them.  The  speech  of  Seward,  the  toast  to  Romero,"  the  attitude  of  the  Freai- 
deut,  results  of  the  cowardice  of  the  French  cabinet,  are  grave  facta,  destined  to 
iDcrtasc  fhe  difficulties,  and  to  disconrage  the  bravest.  Nevertheless  I  have  ft 
film  belit-f  that  the  abandonment  of  the  cause  before  the  return  of  the  French' 
army  wonld  be  interpreted  as  an  act  of  weakness ;  and  as  the  emperor  holds  his 
■uihority  by  a  popular  vote  it  is  to  the  Mexican  people,  freed  from  the  presBure 
of  a  foreign  intervention,  that  he  should  make  u  new  appeal.  It  is  from  it  that 
he  must  demand  the  muterinl  and  financial  support  indispcusable  to  the  existence 
and  increased  greatness  of  the  empire. 

If  thtB  appeal  should  not  he  heard,  then  your  majesty,  having  accomplished 
yoor  noble  mission  to  the  very  end,  will  return  to  Europe  with  all  the  prestige 
vhich  accompanied  you  in  your  departure,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  important 
circumstances  which  cannot  fail  to  arise  you  will  be  able  to  play  the  role  which 
by  all  considerations  belongs  to  you. 

Setting  out  for  Uiramnr  the  4th  of  this  month,  with  the  intention  of  embark- 
ing at  St.  Xazaire,  after  having  received  the  orders  of  her  majesty  the  empress' 
I  was  compelled  to  defer  my  de]>arture  again.  It  needed  this  high  influence  to 
ehangr  a  determination  which  my  devotion  urged  upon  me  as  the  accomplish- 
ment of  a  duty. 

I  was  greatly  disappointed  upon  learning  that  my  numerous  despatches  of 
the  months  of  Jnno  and  July  did  not  reach  your  majesty  at  the  proper  time, 
Knt  utnlcr  cover  to  BambellHB,  and  accomjianit^  hy  long  letters  written  to  that 
devoted  friend,  to  he  commaniceted  to  youi-  majesty.  1  wasfar  from  foreseeing 
his  departure  from  Mexico.  They  have  lost  to-day  ail  the  interest  which  they 
borrowed  from  the  unex|>ccted  events  which  then  followed  so  rapidly.  I 
especially  regret  this  nirlucky  incident  if  it  has  for  one  instAnt  awakened  in  the 
mind  of  your  majesty  a  doubt  of  my  incessant  desire  to  faithfully  perform  my  doty. 

In  crossing  Austria  I  was  able  to  observe  the  general  discontent  whicli  reigns 
there.  Nothing  is  yet  done.  The  emperor  is  discouraged,  the  people  impatient, 
and  publicly  demand  his  abdicnti°i''  '*^°  sympathies  for  your  majesty  ostensi- 
bly extend  all  over  the  empire.  In  Veueiia  a  whole  party  is  anxious  to  pro- 
claim its  former  governor.  But  when  a  government  arranges  the  elections  under 
the  rnle  of  universal  suffrage  it  is  easy  to  foresee  the  resalt. 

The  cholera  rages  all  over  Europe  with  extreme  violence,  and  eTeryvhen 
finds  Domerons  victims. 

In  accordance  with  the  last  orders  of  your  majesty  I  send  by  this  mdl  a  tel- 
egram in  cipher  to  Rosas,  in  order  to  warn  your  majesty  of  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
end  Castclnau,  nod  of  the  disavowal  ^ven  to  Osmont  and  Friaut. 

I  hove  learned  by  O that  the  doubtful    attitude  taken  at  Paris  by 

3146  becomes  each  day  more  public.    For  some  time  past  he  has  loaded  with 

'Almonl*,  Maximilian's  mitiiMer  at  Paris. 
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favora  and  money  Toung  Salvador,  wbo  himself  understands  nothing  of  this 
change.  I  tbink it  ib  neceeaar;  to  take  the  joung  man  back  near  me  until  the 
end  of  bia  Tacation. 

The  Btate  of  the  health  of  the  Emperor  N BerionBlv  disturhi  all  Ea- 

rope.  His  departare  for  Biarrilz  Beeme  indefinite!/  postponed.  It  is  said  that 
a  severe  dibetea  now  complicatea  the  inflammation  of  the  ^iladder  from  which  be 
is  sofferinB;.  Ab  for  her  majeatj  the  emprees  Charlotte,  in  the  midst  of  bet 
flofrers,  which  make  Miramar  an  enchanting  garden,  she  Bbines  in  all  the  lustre 
of  perfet't  health. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he.  sire,  /onr  Dugeet/'s  most  hnmble,  moat  devoted,  and 
moBt  faithful  servant  and  anbject, 

F.  ELGIN. 

Brusssls,  Stptember  17, 1866. 

[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

1029,  1462,  1729,  1333,  1903 ;  Oamont  Friant  598,  163,  1395 ;  Gaatelnean 
fi89,  :i9S0,  223,  1060,  1846,  1170  {  LaTalett  163S,  220, 176 ;  De  Monstier  1064, 
1443,  942,  1225,  171,  1361,  192,  2146,  658,  371,  1965,  1608,943,  1276,590, 
146,  1896,  103,  223,  2170,  1029,  715,  1296,  1997,  1785,  1205. 

F.  ELGIN. 

Hia  U^esty  the  Empbrob,  Mtxieo. 

[Enclosiue  No.  3.] 

Bbussbls,  StpUmher  17,  16G6. 
Hy  dbabDbvinckntibs:  I  have  received  throaghBlain,  with  great  pleaenre, 
the  details  you  Bend  me  about  my  private  interesta.  I  thank  yon  for  themver^ 
sincerely.  I  am  glnd  to  know  that  niy  horees  do  not  conanme  my  aavinga.  If 
yon  can  rent  my  house  for  SI  40  I  shall  be  delighted,  provided  it  leaves  me  the 
right  to  occnpy  some  rooms  in  it  at  my  return,  which  has  been  delayed  only  U 
follow  the  EmpresB's  instmctions.  As  for  my  part,  I  am  very  uneasy  here.  I 
long  to  return  there  and  put  myself  under  the  ordera  of  my  aovereign,  to  take 
my  small  part  in  the  difficulties  which  must  aoon  break  out.  Continue,  my  dear 
friend,  being  devoted  to  our  Emperor,  and  be  sure  thai,  for  the  time  being  be 
loaea  sight  of  yon,  he  is  not  able  to  forget  the  devoted  services  yon  have  ren- 
dered him.  If  yon  can  give  me  details  of  the  aitnation.  I  trust  in  your  |ood 
fnendehip  yon  will  do  it.  Remember  me  kindly  to  Lambiey  sod  Siena,  and 
believe  io  my  afiectionate  aenthnenta. 

F.  ELGIN. 
For  true  lAtpy  from  the  orinnal ; 

lONO.  UARISCAL. 

[Enclosure  No.  4. — Tranalalion.l 
Mr.  Consul  :  According  to  hia  Mtyesty's  order,  I  beg  yon  aa  soon  as  possible 
to  place  tbe  emperor  Maximilian  in  pOBSeeaion  of  the  telegram  in  cipher  heretoan- 
nexed.  Tbeoideraof  hia  Majesty  are  to  deapatch  it  telegraphically  by  way  of  Ne« 
Orleans,  Florida,  and  Havana,  and  thence  hy  Vera  Cruz,  following  the  telegraph, 
to  Mexico.  As  for  the  despatcbee  herewith,  please  also  to  have  them  reach  Vera 
Otus  by  the  readiest  means. 
Beceive,  Mr.  Consular  Agent,  my  cordial  aalutatiooe. 

F.  ELGIN, 
Ceunt^orqf  Slate  on  lenict. 
Uf.  BoeAs, 

Gmiular  Agent  of  the  empire  of  Mexico  at  JVew  York. 

.c., Google 
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Mr.  Seieard  to  SeHor  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Wiukington,  October  15,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  commnnication  of 
the  10th  inetant,  containing  vartoos  docnments  which  were  intercepted,  addreued 
(0  the  Prince  Maximilian,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  mjeeir  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  aaenrancefl  of  my  moat 
distingnished  oneideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
SeDor  Don  IS..  Bonbbo,  i^.,  tfc.,  Ifc. 


SeMor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TnailBlicm.] 
Uexican  Lbuation  in  thb  Umtbd  Statbs  op  America, 

Wathingtm,  October  12,  1B66. 
Ut.  Sbcrbtaryi  I  hare  the  honor  to  tranBmit  to  yon,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  docnments  expressed  in  the  accompa- 
nying index,  some  of  which  have  lately  come  from  Mexico,  giving  the  state  of 
■ffiurs  in  that  repnblic  I  think  proper  to  call  vonr  attention  to  the  docamentfl 
namliered  2,  4  and  6,  where  yon  will  find  that  the  French  agents  in  Mexico  con- 
tinne  organizing  their  companies  of  so-called  Mexican  cbasscnrs,  with  the 
soldiers  and  officers  of  the  i  rench  army. 

In  documents  marked  I  and  3  yon  will  see  that  when  the  so-called  govem- 
ntent,  created  hy  the  intervention,  has  occasion  to  select  sabultem  agents  for 
uy  pnrrmse  wlutever,  it  takes  Frenchmen,  as  yon  may  readily  suppose ;  and 
yet  tne  French  gOTemmeat  calls  the  state  of  thinge  it  has  created  in  Mexico  the 
nstionsl  govemmenL 

It  apvars  also  from  a  circular  of  the  French  general,  Friant,  intendant  gene- 
ral of  the  expeditionary  army,  and  appointe4  minister  of  finance  for  a  short  time 
by  the  uaarper,  that  the  enb-intendants  of  the  French  army  were  anthoriKed  hy 
him  to  act  as  snb-intendants,  inspectors  or  controlers  for  the  so-called  empire. 
I  accept  this  occasion  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assnrsnces  ofmj 
most  distmgnifihed  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  tfc.,  ^.,  Ifc 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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Index  of  documents  tent  hy  the  Mexican  legation  in  Wathivgton  to  the  Dejiart- 
ment  of  Stale  of  the  Vniled  Staler,  mtk  the  note  of  tkit  date,  o%  thepieiat 
etate  of  offaxri  in  Mexico. 


Circular  Ko.  ]90  of  llio  miniBtcr  of  fiuancrr  of  the  eo-cnlled  empire,  appoiDt- 
ing  vtrioDB  Freudiinen  to  direct  the  BEgeBtment  of  houses  and  laiids  Im 

Order  of  the  day  isRUpd  bjlhc  French  general,  Xeigre.  on  Ihe  S9lb  of  Jnn 

l&Bt.  incorporatinc'  the  Belgian  legion  in  Uciico  with  the  ninth  battalion 

of  the  ao-called  Mexican  chasseurs. 
Circular  of  ths  French  general,  Friant,  anthoriiin^  the  sub-inlendants  of 

Ihe  French  armj  to  act  as  suh-intendante,  inspectors,  and  controlera  for 

the  no-called  empire. 
An  official  relation,  from  the  war  department  of  (he  Eo-called  empire,  of  lbs 


Speech  of  Maximilian  at  the  anniverearj  meeting  of  the  indepeDdence  of 

Mexico,  declaring  be  nill  not  qoit  bis  post. 
Decree  of  Maiimillan.  ordering  the  couSscation  of  the  property  of  the 

paliiola  who  are  fighting  for  the  indi'peodcnco  of  Mexico, 
Letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  mentioniog  the  return  to  Orizaba  of  tbe  eightj-Gnt 

of  the  line  of  (be  French  armj,  that  Liu)  gone  to  Vera  Crui  to  embarfc 

on  the  steamer  Tampico. 


WashihoTon,  Octoier  12,  J866. 


lOKO.  UASISCAA  SttTtUry. 


[Eneloanie  No.  1. — Circular  190.] 

Department  of  Finance, 

Mexico,  June  18,  1866. 

His  majest}'  tbe  eDiperor  has  been  pleased  to  Boapend  for  the  time  being  the 
appointinent  of  director  general  of  direct  taxes,  and  in  tbe  mean  time  appoials 
tbat  official  as  aeBcseor  of  city  and  country  property  for  tbe  purpose  of  direct 
taxation,  wbich  be  orders  to  bo  done  tbrougbout  tbe  empire,  under  tbe  direction 
of  tbe  treasury  inspectors,  and  according  to  tbe  terrilorinl  division  expressed 
below: 

Mr.  Le  Maistre  will  direct  tbe  work  in  the  department  of  tbe  valley  of  Mexico, 
Tula,  Toluca,  Tulancingo,  Iturbide,  Queiet&ro,  Jalisco,  Antlan,  Gofima,  Mazat- 
lan,  Matamorae.  New  Leon,  and  Coabuila. 

A  cn-dit  of  £1^,000  is  opened  to  defray  tbe  expenses  of  tbe  asaessment  in 
tlieee  di'partmenta. 

jMr.  DeUbaiime  will  direct  the  work  in  tbe  departments  of  Paebla,  Tlaxcala 
and  Vera  Cruz.     For  this  expense  a  credit  of  SI, 500  is  opened. 

Mr.  Tbebault  will  direct  in  tbe  department  of  Guanujnato ;  and  a  credit  of 
S3,000  is  opened  for  the  expenses. 

Mr.  DerentT  will  diriect  in  tbe  departments  of  Agaas  Galientes,  Zacatecas  and 
Fresnilla,  nt  the  expense  of  SS,S00. 

Mr.  Sauyalle  will  direct  in  tbe  departments  of  Duraugo  and  San  Laia  Potosi, 
at  an  expense  of  SI  ,500.  These  inspectors  shall  nominate  controUen  to  act 
tmder  their  orders  in  tbe  departments  where  they  are  appointed,  who  get  their 
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commiMions  Jrom  the  treaaary  department,  and  receive  a  salary  specified  in  their 


The  open  creditB  will  be  paid  to  the  orders  of  the  chief  inspectors,  wlio  are 
fei]nired  to  jive  an  accoant  of  the  aums  they  receive.  This  I  make  knowu  to 
yon  for  your  informalion  and  consequent  action,  ho  lhnt  you  mny  give  the  neces- 
ury  aid  to  the  pereonfl  appointed  as  it  may  be  required. 

E.  VTLLALVA, 
Suh-ieeretary  of  Finance. 

It  was  circukted  among  the  ciril  prefects  of  the  departments  and  imperial  com- 
QJj^arics  of  the  territorial  divisions. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Mbxico,  Julg  8,  1866. 

A  mione  spell  of  sickness  prevented  me  from  writing  to  you  by  the  last 
Fteanere.  but  yon  have  lost  nothing  by  waiting,  for  I  have  some  important  news 
lo  commnnicate.  In  the  first  place  you  must  know  that  the  Belgian  legion, 
tftfra  mutiny  at  Monterey,  was  disbanded  and  incorpoi'ated  with  the  ninth 
Uitalion  of  Mexican  Hunters.  This  news,  which  caused  a  great  sensation  in 
llesico — -particularly  in  the  Belgian  colony — was  followed  by  a  report  of  the 
arrest  of  Colonel  Vaudersmissen,  which  turned  out  false. 

As  to  the  act  of  insubordination  committed  by  our  countrymen,  many  causes 
Tfre  ziven  for  it.  The  pretext  waa  a  delay  of  some  weeks  in  pay,  but  dissat- 
itfiction  had  prevailed  for  some  time.  The  Belgians  complain  that  none  of  the 
promisefl  made  tfaem  on  their  departure  from  Belgium  hare  been  kept.  Some 
My  the  bounty  money  has  never  been  paid  them.  The  Tacambaro  prisoners 
claim  their  back  pay  during  tlie  time  of  their  captivity. 

There  was,  in  reality,  no  outbreak,  bnl  seditious  words  were  uttered  in  the 
prwenee  of  the  commander  by  angry  men,  ill  paid,  badly  clothed,  and,  perhaps, 
excited  by  drink. 

The  order  issued  by  General  Neigre  the  next  day,  the  29th  of  June,  fixes 
the  future  position  of  this  Belgian  corps ; 

"Uis  majesty  the  emperor  Maximilian  has  decided  that  the  Belgian  contin- 
gent as  now  organized  shall  be  disbanded. 

"A  battalion  of  cazadores  shall  he  formed  of  the  elements  that  compose  it, 
and  shall  be  called  Battalion  Ko.  9  of  the  Empress's  Hunters.  Soldiers  thnten- 
li<led  for  six  years  will  be  compelled  to  remain  in  the  service  of  the  emperor  of 
Mexico  till  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service ;  and  aluo  those  officers  who 
were  only  soldiers  at  the  time  of  their  Arrival,  and  not  officers  in  the  Belgian 
*nny.  Those  of  them  who  wish  to  quit  Mexico  will  be  discharged,  but  will  not 
he  sent  back  nor  iademnitied  by  the  Mexican  government. 

"The  Mexican  government  will  retain  the  officers  in  the  same  grade  they 
had  in  (he  Belgian  contingent  as  Stexicaa  offi,cers.  Officers  of  the  Belgian  army 
*ho  obtained  a  two  years'  leave  from  llieir  government  to  serve  in  Mexico  will 
h«  consulted  personally  to  know  if  they  wish  a  continuance  of  leave  in  order 
to  serve  in  Mexico. 

"  Those  wishing  to  remain  will  he  put  into  the  battalion  of  Hunters ;  those 
viio  ile.-iire  to  return  to  Belgium  will  be  sent  to  Mexico.  As  there  will  be  no 
colonel  in  this  new  organization,  Mr.  Vandersmit>sen  cannot  belong  to  it ;  he 
mui'i  therefore,  present  himself  in  Mexico  and  receive  orders  from  his  majesty 
the  emperor. 

"Marshal  Bazaine  orders  General  Couny  to  disband  the  body  immediately 
ud  to  proceed  to  its  reorganization  anew. 

"  B,  NETGRE,  . 

"  General  Commanding  the  Auxiliary  i)ioi«M*''QlC 
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[Encloinie  No,  3.— From  La  Sociedad.— Mexico,  August  28,  ISGfl.] 

TRBASURY   DIVISION. 

Tie  following  was  published  in  Zacatecas : 

DEPARTUBNT      OF     PI.'VANCB  —  MILITARY      SUB-INTBNDA.tCY — TBBA8UBY    IN- 
SPBCTOB  OF  THE  STATE  OF  GUANAJUATO. 

Lbon,  Angutt  2,  1866. 
To  the  Citizat  Prtfect  i 

The  militaiy  iotendant,  Mr.  Friant,  appointed  mmister  of  finance,  chargei 
me  to  send  you  the  followiDg  despatch,  which  was  received  hj  telegraph : 

"  The  minister  of  finance  gives  full  power  to  enb-intendanta  or  officers  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  enb-inteudants,  inspectors,  and  controllers  in  all  the  officei  of 
finance,  each  in  his  respectiTe  department.  The  prefects  will  accredit  tbese 
officers  to  the  chief  of  the  bureau. 

"  FHIAUT,  MiniMttr  of  Fina»ce." 
Accept,  Mr.  Prefect,  the  aasniauces  of  my  high  conisideration. 

DA  MARTI  AS, 
MUitary  Sub-intpector  of  the  TreaMU)y  in  ike  Depaitmnl  of  Guanttjuata. 


I  Enclomre  No.  4.— From  the  IHario  del  Imperio,  Septembers,  1866] 

Official  military  detpatcht*.  War  Department. — Detpatcht*  tent  from  ihii  de- 
partment between  the  27th  «f  Avgntt  and  the  5th  inttant. 

APPOINTMBNT8. 

Luis  Rovichou,  sergeant  of  the  French  army,  as  assistant  depositary  for  the 
fifth  battalion  of  the  line. 

Sera;eant  Adrian  Page,  snb-ine tractor  for  the  same  corps. 

Carlos  Victor  Fran;oie,  sergeant  of  the  French  army,  as  assistant  treasurer 
for  the  twclflh  of  the  line. 

Carlos  A.  Cofiler,  of  the  same  grade  in  the  French  army,  as  snb-mstractoT  for 
the  same  corps. 

Carlos  A.  Maonier,  same  rank,  as  assistant  depositary  for  the  same  battalion. 

Isidoro  £.  Breset,  same  rank  in  the  French  army,  as  assistant  treasurer  for 
the  sixth  battalion  of  the  line. 

Lnis  E.  Trorey,  of  the  same  grade  in  th«  French  army,  as  sub-instractor  for 
the  same  corps. 

For  thefirit  hattalion  ofhuntert — promotiont. — Commander  F,  A.  L.  DessB- 
dr^  to  be  lieutenant  culoael ;  Captain  Miguel  V.  Bellin  to  be  battalion  con- 
mander. 

Second  hattalion. — Commander  L.  A.  D.  Ohabrol  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
Captain  Gustave  Badou  to  be  battalion  commander. 

Third  battalion. — Commander  Carlos  Leon  Guillemain  to  be  lieutenant  colo- 
nel, and  Captain  Luis  J.  Lanes  to  be  battalion  commander. 

Fourth  battalion. — Commander  Juan  F.  Hcrb6  to  he  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
Captain  Julio  Bonet  battalion  commander. 

Ft/ih  battalion. — Commander  Emile  Layu  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  aod  Cap- 
tain Juan  S.  Lanauee  commandant. 

Sixth  battalion. — Commander  Leon  Didier  ta  be  lientenaut  colonel,  and  Cap- 
tain Simnn  Sorlieu  commandant. 

Seventh  battalion. — Commander  P.  L.  Maorant  to  be  liesteoant  eoluDeli  and 
Captain  B.  A.  Povicl  commandant. 


.Caioi^Ic 
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Eighth  haUalioM. — GommaD^er  Zscliarias  M,  Festal,  to  be  lientenant  colonel  j 
Sergeant  Juan  P.  Forche,  flub-lientenaat  of  the  battnlion  of  tbe  line;  Serjeant 
Juan  F.  Jenni,  enb-lienteoant  in  the  same  corps;  Francis  Finelli  and  Pablo 
Fiaian,  Btil>IienteaaiilB  in  the  fbnrth  battalion  of  baDl«ra;  and  Captain  Haaael 
Aviles,  of  the  aids,  to  be  captain  of  infantiy. 


[Endmure  No.  5.] 
CiTV  OP  Mexico,  Mo»day,  September  10,  1866. 

Up  to  the  present  time  Xapoleon  bu  not  given  any  orders,  either  direct  or 
iidiiect,  conntcnnanding  the  order  for  the  evacuation  of  this  coontry  by  his  e^- 
peditioDsry  corps. 

Erery  idle  ramor  from  Paris  is  constnied  into  afavorable  circnmstance  by  tbp 
iuignificaotly  small  party  of  imperial  Mexicans.  Men  like  SeSor  Don  Job^ 
Haria  de  Lands,  who  were  directly  instrumental  in  secorine  Napoleon's  inter* 
TentioQ  in  Mexican  a&irs,  are  very  deeply  interested  in  all  the  phases  of  Mexi- 
eta  politics.  Such  men  fear — and  they  have  publicly  expressed  their  fears.^ 
that  the  return  of  the  liberal  or  republican  government  will  be  the  signal  for  the 
confiscation  of  their  estates  and  exiling  them  to  some  inhospitable  portion  of 
sterile  Tncatan,  where  now  so  many  patriotic  liberals  are  banished  to  by  tha 
monarchical  power  temporarily  residing  at,  and  presiding  over,  the  "  balls  of  tbe 
UoDtezumas."  A  very  large  majority  of  ihe  wealthy  Mexicans  who  have  been 
identified  with  the  imperial  force  during  the  last  four  years  are  realising  their 
property,  preparatory  to  going  abroad  and  viewing  tbe  settlement  that  must 
ihortly  take  place  here  from  a  secnre  and  hospitable  stand-point.  Many  have 
slready  gone. 

No  great  emigration  of  the  Uochoa  may  be  connted  upon,  for  the  adherents 
nl  tbe  empire  are  very  few,  and  have  been  growing  less  and  less  during  the  last 
twelve  months. 

There  are  not  a  dozen  families  of  the  capital  that  are  avowed  imperialists,  and 
n  allege,  after  much  careful  observation,  that  there  are  not  twenty  wealthy 
■ten  of  Mexico  who  would  gather  round  Maximilian  in  an  hour  of  trouble. 

So  destructive  bos  been  the  policy  pursued  by  the  emperor  while  here  that 
it  is  asserted  there  is  not  a  merchant  nor  even  a  French  dealer  in  the  country 
(sod  there  are  thousands  of  French  merchants  and  miners)  who  does  not  desire 
him  to  abdicate  and  evacuate  the  country. 

NATIOXAL    BANXRDPTCY. 

Gfnnmerce  is  paralyzed.  The  so-enlled  piveromeDt  is  a  bankrupt  uanrpa- 
lion,  hourly  threatened  with  overwhelming  nnmbers  of  outraged  patriots,  who, 
thongh  poorly  clod,  still  more  poorly  armed,  without  pay  or  hope  of  reward,  are 
gathering  round  their  chieftain's  standard,  to  overwhelm  and  crush,  with  one 
powerful  blow,  the  enemies  of  their  country's  liberties  and  sacred  rights. 

EXECUTIONS. 

The  imperialists  have  hung  and  executed  by  bullet  and  garrote  without  trial ; 
they  have  branded  the  liberals  as  brigands,  outlawed  them,  confiscated  their 
homes  and  desecrated  their  Isnd,  and  no  wonder  that  the  friends  of  the  monarchy 
■re  fearful  and  dread  the  change  of  government,  that  cannot,  at  the  furthest,  M 
postponed  until  January,  1367. 

The  lone  of  tbe  imperial  press  is  very  monmfbl.  Not  a  day  passes  wtthoot 
iimorR  of  the  pronouncing  against  the  empire  of  influential  leaders,  tha  eraen- 
Uion  of  cities,  and  the  gathering  of  the  liberals.  ^  ^  I  r 
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[Eaclosare  No.  6.  ] 
Vera  Cruz,  Srplemher  10 — 10  p.  m.,  1S6G. 

To-(iay  those  who  study  tlic  cliangta  in  tbe  Biluation  with  great  care  exhibited 
a  very  considerable  degree  of  uneasineaa  in  conseijuence  of  aome  strange  repnna 
which  were  received  fiotn  the  interior.  To-day  it  was  generally  said  tlial  llie 
eighty-first  French  regiment  of  the  line  was  en  ravle  for  Vera  Cruz  to  embark  at 
once  for  Europe,  but  on  investigation  it  wiis  found  that  only  one  battalion  of 
eaid  regiment  was  coming  down,  and  that  the  remaining  portion  (from  l.^DO  to 
2,000  men)  were  ready  to  take  up  the  flag  of  the,  empire  (dropping  the  flag  of 
France)  as  eoon  aa  the  battalion  particnlarly  apecified  above  left  Mexico.  \Ve 
knov  it  to  be  a  fact  that  I'rance'a  money  is  being  expended  in  large  amounts 
in  every  direction,  to  inoreaee  the  atrength  of  the  imperial  army.  And  we  ils» 
know  that,  notwithstanding  tbe  several  moves  already  made,  there  ia  nothing  Ui 
shov  that  it  ia  the  sincere  intention  of  France  to  leave  the  country. 

In  to-day'a  issue  of  La  Revista,  of  this  city,  we  find  the  following  : 

The  last  news  from  Europe  relative  to  Slexican  affairs  contradicts  sumc  of  tbe 
reports  received  by  the  Sonera.  •  •  •  'I'ln;  French  government  permits 
the  enliatment  in  France  of  volunteers,  and  will  give  to  the  imperial  gnvemmeal 
of  Mexico  anna  and  munitions  of  war.  The  return  of  tbe  expeditionary  ct>rp& 
neverthelesB,  will  take  pbiee  as  has  been  stated. 

Those  who  have  studied  the  very  latent  developments  are  asking :  "  What 
differcuee  will  it  make  to  the  United  States  government  whether  Uaximiliauie 
supported  by  French  regiments,  directly  known  as  such,  or  French  regiments  in 
disguise  under  the  colors  of  tbe  empire '(" 


[Enclosure  Ko.  7.] 

Maximilian'i  tpeeeJi  on  tJie  IG/A  of  Septemher,  1866. 

Mexicans  :  Kow  for  the  third  time,  as  chief  of  the  nation,  I  celebrate  vitb 
you  with  pleasure  and  enthusiasm  our  great  and  glorious  family  festival.  In 
these  days  of  patriotic  remembrances  it  ia  always  a  necessity  on  my  part  to  »d- 
drees  frank  and  faithful  worde  to  my  patriotic  fellow -citizens,  and  to  participale 
with  them  in  the  general  rejoicings.  Fifty-six  years  have  passed  aince  was 
heard  tbe  first  cry  of  our  nation's  new  birth.  It  is  a  half  century  during  whifb 
Mexico  has  been  struggling  for  her  independence  and  pacific  consolidation.  The 
time  seems  long,  undoubtedly,  for  patriotism  ia  juatly  impatient,  but  in  the  liii- 
tory  of  a  people  just  coming  into  life  it  is  simply  tbe  period  of  a  severe  appren- 
ticeship, which  every  nation  must  undergo  if  it  wishes  to  be  one  dfty  great  anJ 
'powerful.  Without  blood  and  without  affliction  there  are  no  great  human  tri- 
umphs, no  political  developments,  no  durable  progress.  Tbe  lesson  which  tliii 
first  period  of  our  free  history  addresses  to  us  is  that  of  ultimate  sacrifice?,  of 
cordial,  generous,  and  frank  union,  and,  more  than  all,  immutable  failb  in  our 
success.  I^et  all  loyal  patrioia  support  wiih  energy,  each  in  his  sphere,  the 
great  work  of  regenenition.  Then  my  labors  will  not  be  sterile,  nnd  I  will  be 
able  \o  follow,  conscientiously,  the  difficult  path  on  which  I  have  entered,  bet 
them  have  confidence  and  good  will,  in  order  that  wc  may  one  day  reap  the 
fruits  so  desired  of  peace  and  prosperity.  I  am  still  firm  in  tbe  position  which 
the  Totes  of  tbe  nation  have  made  me  occupy,  notwithstanding  all  tbe  difficul- 
ties,  and  without  failing  in  my  duties ;  for  it  is  not  in  adverse  moments  that  a 
true  Ilapsburg  abandons  his  post.  The  majority  of  tbe  nation  elected  me  [o 
defend  its  most  sacred  rights  against  tbe  enemies  of  order,  property,  and  true 
independence.     The  Almighty  should,  tberefoi-e,  protect  us,  it  being  a  sacred 
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tmtli  tbat  "  the  voice  of  the  people  ia  the  voice  of  God,"  This  waa  shown  in  a 
micacDloas  manner  at  the  time  of  onr  firet  national  rising;  it  will  be  shown  in 
the  present  regeiieiation.  The  great  heroes  of  onr  country  look  upon  our  pffortB. 
Let  ua  follow  their  immortal  eiamples  without  vacillation,  without  distrust  ( 
and  to  as  will  then  belong  the  enviable  task  of  consolidating  and  crowning  the 
work  of  independence,  which  ttiey  began  with  their  precious  hlood. 
Mexicans !  long  live  our  independence  and  the  memory  of  its  glorions  martyrs  I 


[Enclosure  No.  B.] 
Maximilian,  emperor  of  Mexico : 

With  the  advice  of  onr  ministerial  council,  we  have  determined  to  decree  and 
have  ducreed  as  follown  ; 
ArtkTlb  1.  All  property  belonging  to  persons  now  residing  ont  of  the  conn- 

2',  or  in  placea  held  by  the  disaffected,  who  oppose  the  imperial  government 
opted  by  the  people  of  Mexico,  shall  be  administered  in  each  district  by  a 
special  committee  composed  of  the  mnnicipal  alcalde,  the  collector  of  revenue 
and  a  proprietor  named  by  the  prefect. 

Akticlb  S.  The  sale  of  this  property  ia  forbidden  while  die  owners  remain 
in  the  ranks  of  the  enemiea  to  order  and  the  empint. 

Abticlr  3.  The  revenue  from  this  property  shall  forma  special  and  separate 
fund  fi>r  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  families  that  have  suffered  by  the  war 
which  tlie  disaffected  are  waging  agninitt  the  empire. 

AaTicLE  4.  The  accounts  of  this  fund  shall  be  kept  in  the  treasury  depart- 

ARTirm  5.  At  the  end  of  each  month  the  amount  received  shall  be  distrib- 
nted  among  the  families  whose  wants  are  considered  just  and  well  founded.  The 
distrihntion  shall  be  determined  by  the  council  of  ministers. 

Ahticlb  6.  Our  ministers  of  government  and  finance  are  charged  with  the 
execntion  of  this  decree  in  the  part  that  concerns  thera. 

Done  in  Mexico  on  the  37th  of  Seplemher,  1S66, 

MAXIMILIAN. 


By  the  emperor ; 


TEOFILO  MAHIN, 

Minister  of  Government. 

JOAQUIN  TORRES  LARRAINZAB, 
Acting  Minitter  of  Finance. 


[Enclasure  No.  9.] 
Extrart  of  a  private  letter  dated  Vera  Cruz,  September  30,  1866. 

The  eighty-first  regiment  French  infantry  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz  on  the  26th 
of  this  month,  ready  to  embark  ou  board  the  steamer  Tampico,  the  fir^t  of  the 
transpoits  which  is  to  bring  the  army  hack  to  France.  The  othcra  are  the 
ithnne,  the  Calvados,  the  GirondeandrAvegi-on,  now  on  the  eve  of  sailing  from 
Havre  to  Vera  Cruz.  During  the  Hhort  slay  of  the  eighty-first  at  Vera  Cruz 
ttlegtapbic  despatch  from  General  Bazaine  came,  ordering  the  regiment  to  fall 
back  upon  Ori^iaha,  where  it  has  actually  gone. 

As  au  explaration  for  this  retrograde  movement  it  is  stated  that  marshal  Ba- 
Mine  had  received  a  telegram  from  Europe  by  the  Atlantic  cable  via  New  Or- 
leans and  the  steamer  Souora,  by  which  he  had  been  advised  that  General  de 
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Gutelnau  wai  on  hie  way  to  Vera  Cruz,  aad  that  the  vishea  of  thfl  Freocli 
gorernment  were  to  BOBpeod  the  embarcatioji  of  the  French  troops  until  he  had 
arriTed.  This,  of  coiiree,  has  giren  rise  to  several  commento,  which,  reatiog  on 
DO  foandatioa,  are  not  worth  reprodncing  here. 

The  Pajaro  Verde  of  August  1  aajB  of  the  eighty-first  re^ment,  stationed 
at  the  city  of  Mexico  :  "  A  French  officer  aBsures  ua  that,  in  fulfilment  of  or- 
ders, this  corps  will  leave  for  France  in  November  ;  but  as  all  who  wish  can 
remain  in  the  service  of  Mexico,  it  is  said  that  of  nearly  all  the  battalions  only 
the  colonel  and  the  mnsiciana  will  embark  at  Vera  Crnz  for  their  mother  coun- 
try.    We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsibla  for  this  statement." 


No.  66. 
JIfr.  Snoard  to  SelUir  Romero.  ^ 

Dbparthbnt  of  Statb, 

WtuhingtM,  November  1£,  1866. 
Bill :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of 
the  12th  ultimo,  containing  vurioue  documents  relating  to  the  state  of  affairs  ia 
Mexico,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  assurancea  of  my  most 
die  Anguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Se&or  Don  M.  Komebo,  fy:.,  ^e-,  tfc. 


No.  57. 

Sehor  Romero  to  Mr.  H*nter. 

[TianilatiDn.] 

HrXICAK  LBGATtON, 

Watkington,  November  6,  1866. 
The  minister  of  tbeMexican  republic  presents  his  compliments  to  William  Hun- 
ter, esq.,  and  has  the  honor  to  transmit  several  late  articles  from  the  Paris  press 
relating  to  Mexican  affairs  and  containing  important  information,  showing  tlie 
change  of  public  opinion  in  France  in  regard  to  that  delicate  question. 


[Eocloaure  No.  1. — From  LaLiberti.— Tmulatian.] 
THE  BTACVATION  OP  MBXICO. 

Paris,  October  3,  1866. 
The  recent  news  from  Mexico  is  of  a  serions  nature  that  does  not  surprise  ui' 
but  requires  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the  government.  Why  should  we  be 
longer  deceived  by  words  and  illusions  1  Everybody  believes  that  the  Mexican 
empire  is  near  its  end,  and  we  need  not  Ixy  to  prolong  the  agony  of  a  dyinf 
government.  The  truth  is  we  had  better  wind  up  the  unfortunate  aifair  at  once. 
It  ia  plain  that  France  only  makes  additional  sacrifices  in  endeavoring  to  cany 
out  an  expedition  that  should  not  have  been  commenced.     To  keep  up  the  em- 

{lire  we  must  support  Maximilian  witli  fifty  thonsand  men  and  five  hundred  mil- 
ions  of  francs,  and  risk  a  profitless  war  with  the  United  Stales ;  and  it  is  certain 
France  will  not  consent  to  such  a  sacrifice,  so  the  business  better  be  closed  up 
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Fint,  let  Uaximilian  resign.    On  tbie  point  there  will  be  no  tronble. 
ed  the  place  relactantly,  and  will  give  it  ap  withoat  heiitiit: 
loranee  of  the  coontiy,  and  what  he  waa  to  nndertake,  will  ezcoae  h 


When  Uaximilran  is  gone  France  will  be  in  the  same  position  towards  Sfezico 
that  she  waa  before  the  vote  of  the  notables  electing  him ;  that  ia,  ahe  will  front 
IB  enemy,  with  whom  she  will  have  to  treat  on  the  best  temu.  She  will  not 
Tentare  to  start  another  goTemment,  bnt  will  treat  with  Jnares.  because  he  ie 
OUT  iipponent,  and  hia  re'establishment  is  the  only  wajjo  get  out  of  the  dtfficnltj. 
fiat  will  Joarez  graDt  n«  the  conditiona  we  want!  We  are  not  enre,  hot  it  is 
certain  he  will  purchase  onr  eracnation  on  the  beet  terma  Another  {[ueBtioa 
ii,  mil  Juarez'a  terms  be  enforced  hy  Uezico  T  We  f^  not.  But  as  it  would 
be  ibe  same  with  any  oiher  mler,  better  trust  him. 

What  he  can  grant  is  the  lirea  of  oar  countrymen,  and  that  is  of  the  moat 
impartanee  at  present.  The  Mexican  expedition  will  be  a  serious  lose  in  money, 
ud  it  will  be  a  cheek  to  oar  progressive  policy,  bat  it  cannot  he  prevented. 
fiat  we  mast  not  shock  the  world  with  the  sad  sight  of  our  murdered  cunnlry- 
men,  when  it  ia  known  the  ezpeditiun  wae  got  up  to  protect  them.  That  would 
be  irone  than  all,  and  our  laet  duty  Dow  is  to  prevent  it. 

We  have  cooquered  the  Moxicana  wherever  we  have  met  them,  and  all  we 
btve  to  keep  ua  there  is  our  regard  fur  Maximilian.  Let  him  abdicate  and  re- 
ttore  us  tu  our  liberty,  and  all  that  will  remain  for  ua  to  du  will  be  to  secure 
tbe  ssfe^  of  onr  countrymen. 

Bat  the  most  important,  what  is  absolutely  necessarr,  is  a  prompt  and  ener- 
getic deciaion  to  put  an  end  to  the  criaia  inatead  of  prolonging  it 

CLEMENT  DUVERNOIS. 


[Enclofltire  No.  2.] 

THB  HBZICAN  BMPIBB. 

The  foHowing  telegram  fnm  the  emperor  Maximilian  was  handed  to  the 
Patrie  yesterday  by  the  Mexican  legation  : 

[Valentia,  October  9, 1  o'clock  a.  m.J 

CuAPULTBPBC,  Srpttmher  27. 
Tu  General  Alhontb,  ParU  : 

Tan  will  inform  the  legationa  that  excellent  apirits  prevail  among  all  claasea, 
Tbe  cabinet  is  formed  at  tact.  We  are  on  tbe  beet  terma  with  our  allies.  Tbe 
lulway  ia  open  to  Apiaaco. 

MAXIMILIAN. 


[Gndosara  No.  3.— From  the  gtandard  of  October  10,  1866.] 

THB  MBX1CA>  DBBT. 

October  has  come  and  the  boldera  of  Mezican  bonds  are  asking  if  tbeir  ar- 
rearages are  to  be  paid. 

The  empress  Charlotte's  late  viait  to  Paris ;  the  iaterriewB  of  that  young, 
intelligent  and  conrafeons  sovereign,  evidently  on  a  secret  miaaiou;  the  last  ex- 
•Egerated  accounts  from  Mexico,  from  United  Statea  correapondenta,  withoat 
aoabt,  have  excited  all  sorts  of  suspicions. 

These  queationa  are  pnt : 

DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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Ib  the  Frencli  goverDment  responsible  for  the  principal  and  intereat  of  the 
£(esican  bnade?  What  ia  tbe  extent  and  character  of  that  reeponsibilitjrt 
We  have  already  said  what  we  think  of  the  duties  of  Fraace  towaraa  Mexico; 
we  will  now  examine  its  finandal  i-esponeibility  for  the  loans  negotiated  by  the 
State. 

In  the  first  place,  we  must  coneider  the  origin  of  these  loans,  the  part  onr 
govemment  took  in  their  issue,  and  the  use  made  of  the  snma  realized. 

As  r^ards  the  use  of  the  fnnds,  we  will  borrow  from  an  article  of  A.  Gochnt 
in  the  Temps,  which  is  known  not  to  favor  the  Mexican  expedition.  Maximil- 
ian accepted  the  empire  by  the  treaty  of  Miramar.  In  one  of  its  clauses  it 
fays  :  France  shall  be  paid  the  expenses  of  the  expedition,  for  all  private  claime, 
and  the  war  shall  be  carried  on  by  the  forces  of  the  new  empire  with  tho^e  of 
the  allies. 

By  virtne  of  that  clanse  the  Mexican  goTernment  negotiated  a  loan  of 
16,762,000  francs,  in  six  per  eenU.,  at  63  francs,  in  1864 ;  6,600,000  of  thia 
went  into  the  treasury  for  indemnities.  The  rest  was  raised  in  London  and 
Paris,  and  amounted  to  103,000,000. 

In  ISO.*!  there  was  a  second  loan,  500,000  bonds  at  340  franca,  giving  a  total 
of  170,000,000,  both  loans  yielding  272,000,000;  expenaes  to  be  dedacled, 
26,000,000,  leaving  a  net  profit  of  246,000,000. 

The  sura  was  used  in  this  way:  For  reimbursing  the  principal  in  fifty  years, 
34,000,000  francs  ;  interest,  premium.  Sec,  54,000,000  francs  ;  the  old  MesiMn 
debt  paid  in  London,  33,000,000  franca  ;  to  tlie  government,  for  war  expmsMf 
&c.,  102,000,000 ;  making  the  entire  sum  realized  on  both  the  loans,  212,000,OUO 
francs.     Of  this  Mexico  gntonly  34  millions,  with  the  22  millions  paid  to  Loudon. 

Thus  France  made  one  hundred  and  two  millions  out  of  the  Mexican  loan. 

The  G,600,000  in  the  treasury  of  tlie  '64  loan  were  exchanged,  in  1865,  for 
174,000  bonds  of  the  second  loan,  and  60,000  of  them  were  recently  sold.  Tbia 
seems  to  be  aesnming  a  respODSibility  for  the  loan. 

Ai^cording  to  Cochut,  then,  there  are  yet  114,000  bonds  in  the  treasury  nn- 
sold;  47,000  are  reserved  to  pay  French  claims,  leaving  83,000  to  the  credit  of 
the  Mexican  commission.  75G,000  bonds,  making  the  sum  of  102,000,000. 
have  been  put  into  the  French  treasury  by  individuals,  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  expedition.  It  seems  to  ns  the  French  government  ought  to  be  responeiblc 
for  the  people's  money  used  by  it  for  the  Mexican  expedition. 

Now,  if  the  Mexican  empire  fails,  the  French  creditors  loae,  and  the  govern- 
ment ought  to  pay  them.  We  do  not  heaitate  to  aay,  then,  that  wc  are  injustice 
bound  for  the  Mexican  bonds  to  French  creditors.  If  Mexico  cannot  pay. 
Jt'rance  must ;  that  is  the  short  of  it. 

Let  us  look  into  the  Moniteurs  of  the  11th  and  12th  April,  1S65.  Here  we 
find  the  report  of  Mr.  Costa  encouraging  the  uuw  monarchy,  and  the  minister 
of  state  repeats  it  to  the  public ;  hut  he  takes  care  to  add  :  "  It  is  not  a  question 
of  responsibility  for  the  Mexican  loan."  It  ia  plain  the  French  government  is 
not  legally  responsible  for  the  loan.  But  the  bond-holdera  reason  after  tbii 
fashion  ; 

The  government  authorized  the  loan,  and  employed  its  officers  to  negotiate  it: 
it  farmed  a  Mexican  finance  commission  to  act  for  its  interesta ;  a  minister  of 
finance  waa  sent  to  the  emperor  Maximilian ;  the  uaeleaa  bonds  of  the  first  lo^n 
were  exchanged  for  good  ones ;  it  paid  the  troops  in  Mexico  with  our  money ; 
old  Mexican  debts  were  paid  in  London  wilh  our  money;  for  these  reasous  tlie 
Frencli  government  is  responsible  for  the  Mexican  loans. 

We  will  speak  plainly. 

We  cannot  deny  that  filr.  Costa's  report,  the  Bnpport  of  the  plan  before  ibe 
legislature,  the  authorization  of  the  government,  the  Mexican  commission,  liiw  a 
ceitain  iuduence  on  the  sale  of  the  bonds  ;  but  the  twelve  per  cent,  interest  and 
the  prizes  had  a  greater.     The  government  onght  not  and  will  not  den;  its 


CONDITION  OP   APFAIB8  IN  MEXICO.  173 

respoDBibilit;  ID  thieal^ir;  bat  to  cliai^e  the  French  people  with  the  eutlre 
bunleD  of  those  loans  would  be  too  much. 

Tbe  fact  is  this  : 

France  favored  the  isene  of  the  loane,  hoping  to  eetablieh  a  new  nation  as  the 
reauk  of  its  expedition.  It  used  a  large  portion  of  the  money  raised  to  pay  the 
expeueea  of  the  expedition  and  pnt  down  Juarez,  It  took  part  ia  the  loan,  and 
ii  certnioly  liable  aa  far  aa  the  advantages  it  derived  from  it. 

If  the  bond-holders  have  not  the  law  ou  their  side,  at  least  they  can  rely  upon 
the  honesty  and  justice  of  France  in  all  her  tranBactions. 

A.  DE  FEULGOEL. . 


[Eocloanie  No.  4.— From  the  Opinion  Nationale,  Paris,  Octobor  11,  1666.1 
THE    B.\D   OP  THB    MKXICAN    BUSINESS. 

Of  all  aSura  occnpying  the  public  at  present  ve  may  truly  say  that  none  han^ 
10  heavily  on  the  mind  as  the  prospective  and  mnch  desired  end  of  the  Mexican 
expedition. 

We  do  not  intend  to  go  over  ao  affair  we  have  ho  often  discussed,  but  we 
have  a  fact  to  state  :  onr^  flag  is  about  to  quit  the  shores  of  Mexico.  Mr.  Drouyn 
ie  Lbnya,  in  his  despatch  of  the  Gth  of  April  last,  closing  bis  long  correspond- 
ence with  the  United  States,  used  these  formal  words  : 

"  The  Emperor  has  decided  that  the  French  troops  shall  quit  Mexico  in  three 
detacbments.  The  first  is  toieave  in  November,  1866  ;  the  second,  in  March, 
1S67 ;  and  the  third,  in  November  of  that  same  year.  You  vnlJ  pleate  inform 
tie  t^eeretary  of  Stale  offinally  of  that  deeuiim." 

If  tbis  is  not  exactly  a  formal  promise  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  at  least  an  official  notice  of  a  disposition  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of 
that  govemmeut,  and  puts  an  end  to  a  long  correspondence  on  the  important 
labject.  We  are  assured  that  the  evacuation  will  bt'gin  next  month.  Bat 
rumor  says,  since  that  despatch,  the  French  government  is  convinced  that  with- 
drawing the  Eumy  in  parcels  will  leave  the  reet  unprotected,  and  there  is  hope 
that  the  whole  anny  will  return  in  November. 

What  will  take  place  in  Mexico  after  the  army  leavesl  If  Maximilian  is  as 
finuly  fixed  as  he  says,  he  will  have  to  depend  entirely  on  "  the  good  disposi- 
tion that  everywhere  prevails,"  and  go  on  with  hie  hard  work  of  founding  an 
empire. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  his  government  cannot  get  on  withont  onr  aid,  he  will 
return  to  Enrope  with  our  atmy.  At  all  events,  he  has  ]ilayed  his  part  in 
Mexico ;  onr  fear  of  a  war  with  the  United  States  is  over,  and  we  shall  spend 
no  more  money  for  Mexico.  We  will  then  attend  to  our  own  businees  at  home, 
sod  watch  afiaiis  in  Europe.  That  will  be  quite  enough  to  keep  us  busy,  and 
onr  people's  minds  will  be  relieved  from  a  great  weight. 

But  the  relief  would  he  greater  if  the  govemmeut  would  say  if  it  intends  to 
KCDrc  two  points  of  exceeding  interest  to  Frenchmen,  viz.,  will  it  protect  our 
eooDtrymen  in  Mexico,  and  will  it  pay  the  Mexican  loan  debts  ?  We  don't 
know  how  we  can  protect  our  friends  in  Mexico  after  onr  army  has  left.  That 
depends  on  cirenmstances ;  but  we  hone  the  government  will  do  its  best  to 
shield  them  amidst  the  anarchy  that  will  prevail  when  our  troops  are  gone. 

As  to  indemnification  to  the  bond-boldera,  that  is  easy.  It  is  generally 
believed  the  government  will  pay  them.  Most  of  the  loan  went  into  the  trea- 
sury, and  of  course  the  government  will  repay  what  it  took  from  the  people. 
We  cannot  say  for  certain  what  the  government  will  do;  but  it  must  do  some- 
thing, and  that  promptly.     Qvod  facii,  fac  eitiuf  I  must  be  the  motto,  for  two 
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reuone ;  one  is,  all  delay  in  financial  matters  canBea  loM.  If  there  ia  tielaj, 
ibe  parcbaaera  at  n  low  rate  will  be  gaiaeri ;  the  other  is,  to  hnry  the  Mexican 
expedition  as  toon  at  poeeible  in  oblivion,  and  have  its  fimeral  preached  to  ealm 
the  world. 

AD.  GUERODLT. 


[EDGlosare  No.  5.— From  La  Liberty,  FariB,  October  12,  1866.] 
FRR.\CH  IXTBBBSTS. 

To  qne^tione  pnt  hy  La  Libert^,  the  Paya  makes  this  reply  on  Uexicon 

"We  answer  the  qnestions  in  La  Libert^  after  this  fashion  :  The  mental  coo- 
dilion  of  the  empress  Charlotte  is  nnfortanately  very  seriona.  This  blow,  adding 
to  Maximilian's  other  troubles,  will  most  likely  cause  him  to  relinquish  his  hard 
task.  We  do  not  want  the  pnblic  to  be  deceived  by  the  despatch  we  publigbed 
yesterday.  The  French  government  is  deeply  interested  in  Maximilian's  return 
from  Mexico,  and  General  Caetelnau  is  the  hearer  of  definite  inBtmctioiiB, 
though  we  cannot  say  precisely  what  they  are.  fiat  one  thing  ia  certain,  Napo- 
leon toiU  never  content,  at  any  price,  to  give  up  Mexico  tntkout  tecuring  Frtnei 
intertMlt,  let  it  cott  rohat  it  wUl. 

"  PAUL  DE  CA8SAGNAC." 

Such  ia  the  question,  and  now  we  will  give  the  atiswer.  The  Pays  agree  with 
ne  that  Maximilian  must  abdicate;  so  we  tell  the  Fatrie  the  empire  ia  done, ac- 
cording to  the  Paya'a  candid  confession.  But  Itow  are  we  to  protect  our  conntry- 
men  when  Maximilian  quits  1  That  is  what  the  Pays  cannot  tell  us.  It  says 
the  gorernroent  will  not  give  np  Mexico  without  giving  the  most  eomplets 
guarantee  to  French  interests.  How  is  the  government  to  do  that  I  we  ask  onr 
honorable  colleague.  We  see  no  other  issue  than  that  proposed  in  the  treaty  of 
Soledad,  three  years  ago.  Are  the  French  interests  the  Fays  allndes  to  in 
France  or  Mexico  t  If  they  are  in  France,  why  prolong  the  Mexican  expedition) 
■  Nothing  haa  been  gained  by  it  yet.  We  went  to  war  for  a  few  millions,  and 
we  have  spent  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions.  First,  the  French  claims,  in- 
cluding Jecker's,  amounted  to  a  few  millions  ;  now,  they  amount  to  many  mil- 
lions. At  first,  Frenchmen  were  treated  as  well  as  any  other  foreigners  b 
Mexico,  now  we  don't  know  bat  they  may  he  murdered  to-morrow.  That 
is  the  balance  sheet !  After  making  the  mistake  of  trying  to  found  an  empire, 
now  it  ia  down,  let' us  resume  our  liberty  of  action. 

Must  we  be  reaponeible  for  a  new  government  that  can  be  no  better  than  the 
first  1  Iftu't  v«  risk  a  war  with  the  United  States  by  staying  in  Mexico  T 
That  is  What  the  Pays  means  by  saying  the  Emperor  will  secnre  French  in- 
terests at  all  risks  1  It  wants  a  new  sacrifice  of  men  and  money  ;  it  wants  a 
war  with  the  United  States. 

We  do  not  regard  French  interests  in  that  light.  It  was  not  to  the  interest 
of  France  to  begin  the  Mexican  expedition  ;  and  when  commenced,  it  was 
France's  interest  to  atop  at  Soledad  with  England  and  Bpain.  When  France 
was  left  alone,  it  was  her  interest  to  treat  with  the  Mexican  government  afW 
the  capture  of  Puebla  and  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Mexico.  After  fbnnding 
a  government  and  assuming  ■  guardianship  of  it,  France  ought  to  have  lent  it 
money  at  sis  per  cent,  and  not  have  cheated  it  out  of  many  millions. 

We  have  said  this  befi>re,  and  not  in  passion  or  with  a  party  spirit.  Now  we 
say  there  are  hut  two  roads  to  pursue  in  Mexican  afEsirs  : 

If  we  try  to  make  Mexico  a  French  province,  we  shall  have  "WW  with  the 
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Coited  Stateo ;  if  we  withdraw  with  Maiimilian  and  treat  with  Juarez,  we  shall 
liare  peacf.  Aa  we  have  always  heeo  victoriooB  in  Mexico,  we  can  retire  with 
lioiior,  which  is  of  great  importance.  There  remaina  then  hut  one  political 
miakke  to  correct,  one  debt  to  liquidate.  "A  money  woand  is  not  mortal," 
uys  the  proverb.  That  ia  tme>  if  it  he  properly  dressed  and  not  allowed  to 
mortify. 

CLEMENT  DUVEENOIS. 


THB  BIOHTS  OF  JUABEZ. 

All  the  papers  TnvorinK  French  inlei'vention  in  Mexico  make  mnch  noise  ahont 
tbe  differences  between  Juarez  and  Ortego,  and  witti  strange  inconsistency  grant 
rigbti  to  tlie  latter  wliich  tliey  refuse  to  the  furmer. 

For  the  benefit  of  history  we  will  correct  these  mistakes.  According  to  the 
constitntinn  of  the  Mexican  repuhlic,  in  case  of  the  President's  death,  the  preei- 
dent  of  the  eupreme  court  succeeds  to  power.  Now,  in  1862,  Ortega  was  presi- 
dent of  that  court,  while  Juarez  was  President  of  tlie  republic.  During  that 
year  Ortega  wae  made  chief  of  the  easteni  division  of  the  army,  and  inarched  to 
defend  PuebJa,  While  besieged  in  that  city,  congress,  mindful  of  the  risks  he 
na  there,  deposed  him  from  chici'  justice  and  put  a  lawyer  named  Ruiz  in  hie 
place. 

When  Juarez's  time  expired  in  ISfiS,  extraordinary  circumstances  induced  « 
luge  number  of  Mexicans  to  re-elect  Juarez.  Ruiz  protested  against  that 
election.  Ortega's  protest  was  null  and  void,  for  he  was  no  longer  president  of 
the  supreme  court,  and  had  no  right  to  tbe  presidency  of  the  republic.  The 
government  at  Washington  is  right;  for  as  long  aa  it  has  a  minister  accredited 
near  Juarez,  it  will  not  notice  the  pretensions  and  protests  of  Ort<-ga. 

H.  PESSARD. 


[Enclosure  No.  6.— From  Le  Siilcle,  Psria,  October  13,  1S66.] 
LET  US   FIfllSH   THB   MEXICAN    BUSINESS. 

All  the  papers  this  morning  are  commenting  upon  the  telegram  sent  by  the 
raiperor  Haximilian  to  General  Almonte,  his  representative  in  Paris.  It  seems 
ill  is  going  on  well ;  all  the  people  are  well  disposed  ;  the  cabinet  is  formed ; 
ud  the  best  understanding  prevails  between  Mexico  and  its  allies.  There  is 
DO  doubt  about  this,  for  the  information  comes  from  the  emperor  himself. 
Since  things  are  going  on  so  well  there,  why  does  not  the  French  government 
take  advantage  of  circumstances,  put  an  end  to  the  unlucky  expedition,  and 
irithdraw  our  army  ?  What  prevents  it  from  giving  this  satisfaction  to  public 
opinion  T  Unfortunately  the  Moniteur  keeps  a  sullen  silence  on  this  seriona 
subject.  Nobody  knows  what  will  be  done,  and  gueasers  have  full  play. 
FoieigQ  papers  are  filled  with  Paris  correspondence,  purporting  to  be  reliable, 
giving  all  sorts  of  plans  and  projects  and  impossible  combloations,  which  tha 
canning  use  to  the  great  damage  of  the  credulous. 

We  would  like  to  know  the  intentions  of  the  French  government,  not  only 
ia  regard  to  our  army  in  Mexico,  but  in  regard  to  the  Mexican  debt,  which  is 
^Oy  becoming  more  grievous  to  the  bondholders.  The  obligations  are  depre- 
cating, to  the  great  injury  of  tbe  original  parcbaeers,  and  the  silence  of  the 
govemment  iacreases  the  trouble.     Why  not  enlighten  ns  on  the  subject  1 

This  is  the  propitious  moment.  Haximilian  says  he  has  no  more  need  of  ua, 
tince  harmony  prevails  among  all  classes  of  the  population.     Let  the  gvrem- 
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ment  then  ngree  with  Maximilian  upon  &  goaraDtee  of  French  intereat«,  and 
brinfj  our  army  back  aa  soon  ae  poeaible,  ae  it  will  liave  to  be  done  wooer  or 

The  European  horizon  is  gloomy :  p(ac«  has  hardly  been  signed  between 
Prussia  and  Austria,  when  we  hear  rumors  of  another  war,  Prusaian  papera 
openly  proclaim  the  warlike  projects  of  the  Berlin  cabinet.  To  humble  and 
degrade  Austria,  destroy  her  if  iieceBsary ;  to  bring  Paris  to  her  senses  ■  to 
impose  laws  upon  the  world  ;  nothing  seems  impossible  to  King  Willism. 

Who  knows  how  far  the  infatuation  nf  a  first  triumph  may  carry  him  I  Only 
a  few  days  ago  Prussia  tried  to  preient  Austria  from  appointing  a  certain  min- 
ister. Prussia  might  go  further,  aud  France  might  be  called  upon  to  vtop 
her  in  her  lits  of  audacity  and  folly.  But  to  do  Ihia  France  will  want  all  ber 
forces  now  scattered  over  the  world.  France  is  stroi.g,  but  she  must  let  the 
world  know  it  for  once.  To  do  this,  wo  must  recall  all  our  foreign  eipeditions. 
The  convention  of  the  25tb  of  September  recalls  onr  army  from  Home  j  aud  now 
we  must  bring  back  our  troope  from  Mexico.  We  should  not  have  gone  to  that 
distant  country,  and  our  presence  is  certainly  not  needed  there  now.  Why 
delay  1  If  there  are  reasons  for  continuing  the  occupation,  let  them  he  known. 
But  there  are  none.  All  the  interests  we  have  to  defend  now  are  the  interests 
of  the  Mexican  bondholders.  Let  the  government  think  of  that  and  decide. 
There  is  no  time  to  be  lost,  for  we  are  threatened  from  two  qnarten.  The 
present  condition  of  Europe  requires  all  our  strength  at  home,  and  our  6nao«4 
are  damaged  by  the  depreciation  of  the  Mexican  obligations.  We  must  pnl  an 
end  to  this.  A  decision  is  urgent,  fur  many  reasons,  and  Maximilian's  deapalth 
makes  it  easy.  France  has  other  and  better  business  than  weaning  monarrbiea ; 
she  hiis  something  more  manly  to  do.  The  government  was  mistaken  when  it 
thought  it  could  found  a  monarchy  in  Mexico.  If  Maximilian's  despatch  is 
true,  the  empire  is  fixed.  France  has  done  her  work;  let  her  begone.  li 
Maximilian  is  mistaken,  if  France  is  deceived,  if  the  Mexican  baby  empire  is 
not  viable,  let  us  confess  our  error  and  retire,  since  we  have  done  all  we  could; 
we  have  reached  the  extreme  limit  of  our  sacrifices  in  men  and  money.  What- 
ever process  of  reasoning  be  adopted,  the  conclusion  must  be  the  Bame. 

Let  us  finish  this  Mexican  business! 


tEnclosnre  Ho.  7.— From  the  Opinion  Nationale.] 

^         ,  .     ,     „  Paris,  Oeloher  13,  1866. 

We  read  m  the  Pays  as  follows : 

"  The  mental  condition  of  the  empress  Charlotte  is  unfortunately  very  eerions. 
The  unexpected  attack  has  so  much  increased  the  difficultiea  of  the  eitoiition, 
that  it  is  doubtful  if  the  emperor  Maximilian  will  continue  his  thankless  task. 
We  do  not  want  the  public  to  be  deceived  by  the  despatch  we  published  yester- 
day. The  French  government  is  deeply  interested  in  Maximilian's  return  from 
Mexico,  and  General  Castelnau  is  the  bearer  of  definite  instructions,  though  we 

cannot  say  precisely  what  they  are.     But  one  thing  is  certain Napoleon  will 

never  consent,  at  any  price,  to  give  up  Mexico  without  securing  French  interest*. 
"  PAUL  DE  CASSAGNAC." 

These  lines  give  a  special  character  to  the  paper  pnblitihing  them,  and  to 
which  we  must  call  attention.  The  Pays,  afier  pablisbing  the  despatch,  says 
we  must  not  be  deceived  by  it,  and  assures  us  the  French  government  is  mncb 
interested  in  Maximilian's  return;  hence  we  conclude  the  empire,  founded  and 
maintained  by  our  soldiers,  is  lost. 

We  are  much  pleased  with  this  dechiration  of  the  jPays,  if  it  be  tme,  that  the 
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Frfiicb  gnvernment  has  decided  to  give  up  an  enterprise  that  has  coet  us  so  mach 
blood  and  money,  and  which  should  ucrer  have  been  undertaken.  Our  inter- 
TCDtion  hae  lasted  long  enough.  We  have  injured  our  finances  and  unfurled 
OUT  Big  in  distant  regions,  risking  a  war  with  the  United  States,  already  too 
loDg,  while  events  at  our  very  doors  called  our  strict  attention.  France  is  cer- 
tiialy  opnlent  and  powerful;  but  while  so  many  changes  are  taking  place  in 
Enropp,  it  is  her  duty  to  attend  to  interesta  at  home. 

Ttie  regeneration  of  Mexico,  by  our  arms,  or  by  the  efforts  of  Maximilian,  is 
ID  impossibility,  and  we  should  have  known  it  on  the  day  that  Spain  and 
England  gave  up  the  expedition  to  ue.  It  is  never  too  late  to  do  good ;  and  the 
day  that  our  soldiers  quit  that  unlucky  land  will  be  a  thrice  happy  day,  even  if 
it  be  the  dying  day  of  the  Mexican  empire. 

^Vhen  the  Pays  says  that  the  Emperor  Napoleon  will  not  give  up  Mexico 
''till  our  interests  are  assured,"  we  readily  believe  it ;  hut  it  is  easier  to  write 
tbis  than  to  effect  it.  What  does  the  Pays  mean  f  What  will  the  Emperor  dot 
If  the  Fays  knew,  it  should  have  told  us.  It  seems  to  us  that  extreme  means 
have  already  been  used  by  the  Emperor,  for  many  year*,  by  an  armed  and 
eipeosive  occupation  of  a  vast  country  without  arresting  the  civil  war  for  a 
angle  day  or  gaining  anything  but  an  increase  of  a  debt  against  a  government 
that  is  already  insolvent 

AltTHUR  ARNODLD. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sehor  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WMhingtfm,  Nocember  13,  1866. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  com- 
monication  from  the  minister  of  Mexico  of  the  Sth  instant,  containing  several 
articles  from  the  Paris  press  relative  to  Mexican  afiairs. 
Senor  Bon  M.  Romsbo,  IfC.,  IfC.,  Ifr. 


Sehor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seviard. 
[TruulatioD.] 

WASHtNGTON,  November  9, 18GG. 
Mv  Deab  StR  ;  Believing  you  would  like  to  see  the  detiuled  and  authentic 
accounts  of  the  infirmity  that  a^icts  Madam  Charlotte  Leopoldine,  ex -archduchess 
of  Austria,  I  send  yon  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Don  Joaquin  Velazquez 
de  Lcoo,  called  minister  of  Maximilian  in  Rome,  directed  to  his  master  from  that 
city  00  the  IStb  of  October  lost,  informing  him  of  all  that  had  happened  up  to 
that  time. 
I  may  as  well  say  the  original  of  the  communication  is  in  my  possession. 
I  am,  air,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  WiLUAH  H.  SSWARD,  ^.,  ^.,  IfC. 
12   MBX. 


DiqiiizecoyGoogre 


CONDITION  OF   AFPAIB8   IH  HBXICa 


SiBB:  I  proceed  to  inform  your  majesty  of  tbe  particulars  of  the  unfortnaate 
and  nnexpecled  events  of  the  laet  few  dayi. 

We  could  imagine  mauy  calamities  to  Mexico,  but  it  certainly  never  entered 
our  minds,  when  we  were  admiring  tbe  courage  and  heroic  valor  of  her  tnajesly 
the  emprcBB  at  leaving  yonr  majesty,  enduring  tbe  dangers  and  fatigue*  of  tbe 
bad  roads  to  Vera  Cruz,  in  tbe  rainy  season,  in  tbe  midst  of  yellow  fever; 
crossing  the  ocean  and  coming  as  a  great  negotiotriz,  to  demand  rights  for  Mex- 
ico and  tbe  exeenlion  of  treaties,  that  she  would  be  ao  ungraciously  received  in 
Paris  as  to  affect  her  majesty's  mind  so  serioasly. 

The  desperate  condition  of  Mexico,  a  country  so  much  beloved  by  her  ma- 
jesty, undoubtedly  had  much  influence  in  tbe  mental  excitement,  but  she  showed 
some  symptoms  of  derangement  at  Puebla  and  Acultzingo.  Tbe  effectsof  bcr  re- 
ception in  Paris  were  so  strong  that  she  had  to  stop  in  Botzen,  on  the  way  to 
Bome,  where  she  imagined  she  saw  Paulino  Lamadrid  in  disguide,  playing  an 
organ,  and  fancied  herself  surrounded  by  Napoleon's  spies  and  traitors,  who 
had  poisoned  her.  On  account  of  tbe  unexpected  delay  at  Botzen  I  did  not 
meet  bor  majesty  at  Orti,  whither  I  bad  gone  with  Bishop  Ramirez  to  receive 
her,  because  Sef[or  Degollndo  was  sick.  A  committee  from  tbe  pontifical  gov- 
ernment also  went  to  meet  her. 

Telegraphic  despatches  on  the  way  informed  me  that  her  majesty  would  ar- 
rive at  Ancona,  and  we  went  there,  where  we  heard  she  bad  stopped  at  Botzen. 
While  there  wo  visited  the  holy  temple  of  Lyoretto. 

Hei  majesty  the  empress  arrived  on  tbe  25tb,  and  we  left  by  an  express  train 
for  Rome,  where  we  arrived  at  ]1  o'clock  at  night.  At  the  first  waiter  station 
her  majesty  sent  for  me  to  come  to  her  car,  where  she  was  alone  with  Madame 
del  Barrio,  her  lady  of  honor,  and  asked  me  tbe  state  of  affaire  in  Rome.  Our 
conference  lasted  over  two  hours.  Her  majesty  concluded  by  saying  I  was  as 
well  informed  on  affairs  in  Mexico  as  in  Borne,  and  promised  to  act  by  my  di- 
rections here.  Her  reasoning  was  very  sensible  and  logical,  and  I  did  not  once 
Buspect  that  mental  agitation  that  subsequently  developed  itself. 

On  tbe  iiGtb  her  majesty  rested  iu  Rome,  and  tbe  next  day  we  called  to  sec 
his  Holiness.  That  same  day  her  majesty  condescended  to  send  her  gnmd 
chamberlain,  Count  Del  Valle,  to  invite  me  to  her  table,  and  tbe  same  honor 
was  extended  to  the  committee  and  to  his  grace's  chaplain,  so  we  were  all 
Mexicans  at  her  majesty's  table.  In  the  morning,  just  as  wo  were  ready  to 
start  to  tbe  Vatican,  bcr  majesty  saw  from  the  Hotel  de  Boma,  where  she  was 
stopping,  that  the  cockade  of  her  coachman's  hat  was  not  in  order,  and  she 
reprimanded  bim  with  much  excitement,  and  delayed  us  till  past  tbe  hour  fixed 
for  our  reception. 

This  interview  was  solitary,  as  your  majesty  knows  is  tbe  custom  with 
sovereigns,  and  lasted  one  hour  and  eigbteen  minutes  ;  then  ber  majesty  pre- 
sented ber  snit  to  kiss  tbe  foot  and  band  of  the  holy  father,  and  we  retired  till 
dinner  was  served,  when  her  majesty  ordered  Mr.  Castillo  to  be  seated  at  ber 
right,  according  to  the  court  manual.  I  told  her  you  said  my  place  was  there, 
next  to  tbe  president  of  the  council,  aa  the  oldest  minister,  though  I  had  no 
portfolio,  but  I  obeyed  ber  orders. 

Her  majesty  was  angry  at  table,  ^nd  took  neither  sherbet  nor  coffee  till  wc 
Lad  all  been  helped.  Sbc  fancied  tbe  coffee  pot  bad  a  hole  in  it,  and  had  it 
taken  away  from  tbe  table. 

On  the  28th  there  were  several  iuci dents  that  seemed  strange  to  the  uoinitiited. 
will  mention  one  of  them.    I  was  sick  in  bed  that  day ;  her  majesty  sent  for 
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me  three  or  four  times,  and  finally  ordered  me  to  be  brought  before  her  in  my 
bed.  Ae  that  could  not  be  done,  abe  sent  to  see  what  waa  tho  matter  with  me. 
It  seems  she  thonght  I  bad  been  poisoned  the  day  before  at  her  table. 

After  receiving  the  diplomatic  corps  and  other  authoritiea,  lier  majesty  the 
oopreBS  went  to  vi^it  the  churches  aad  monuments  of  Rome,  in  company  with 
Comoiander  Datti,  hia  Eolinees's  private  chamberlain  of  the  aword  aad  cloak,  who 
wu  ippointed  to  wait  on  her  on  that  occasion. 

At  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  lat  instant,  her  majesty  the  empress 
irent  oat  and  I  waited  for  her  till  'J.  At  5j  I  got  a  note  from  Cardinal  Anto- 
nelli,  telling  me  to  come  to  the  Vatican  immediately.  I  wae  at  the  hotel  with 
Cuiillo,  and  having  no  carrlnge  ready  I  tiiok  the  one  our  consul  came  in.  He 
bad  been  waiting  aince  11  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  see  her  majesty. 

I  met  Cardinal  Autonelli  much  afflicted,  because  her  majesty  the  empress  said 
ebe  woold  not  return  to  the  hotel  until  the  Count  Del  Valle,  her  lady  of  the 
Tsrdrobe,  and  Dr.  Beuslaveck,  who  ehe  said  had  poisoned  her,  had  lefl  the 

The  cardina]  perceiviag  her  excitement  without  apparent  cause,  asked  per- 
mission to  write  to  me.  "  Yes,"  she  said,  "  you  may  write  to  Vetdsquez,  but  I 
bare  uo  confidence  in  anybody  hut  hia  Holiness." 

We  contrived  that  those  persons  should  leave  the  hotel,  without  scandal,  and 
I  then  went  to  the  Vatican  and  informed  her  majesty  they  had  left  according  to 
her  orders.  She  partook  of  the  Pope's  dinner,  and  wanted  to  stay  in  the  Vati- 
UQ  all  night  for  fear  of  the  persons  mentioned,  hut  I  persnsdcd  her  to  return 
to  the  hotel  by  7  p.  m.  On  entering  her  room,  she  perceived  the  keys  were 
not  ill  the  door.  In  fact,  thedoctorhadtakeu  themawtty  secretly,  as  he  afterwards 
ukaowledged,  to  lock  her  majesty  in  her  chamber,  in  case  of  a  violent  attack. 
Uiesiug  the  keys,  she  went  straight  hack  to  the  Vatican,  and  locked  herself  and 
Madam  Del  Barrio  in  a  room  under  the  Pope's,  where  she  passed  the  night. 
Tbe  next  day  she  amused  herself  in  the  Vatican  gallery  till  noon,  and  then 
retomed  to  tlie  hotel  and  examined  to  see  if  the  auapecled  persons  were 
there.  They  hod  returned  and  had  taken  other  rooms  so  ae  to  be  near  her 
majesty,  as  they  were  responsible  for  her  augaat  peraon,  her  health,  and  her 
jewels. 

His  Holiness  sent  his  phyaician  and  the  doctor  of  the  San  Giacomo  hospital 
to  consnlt  her  majeaty's  physician,  and  they  pronounced  her  disease  monomania. 

While  her  majeaty  was  in  the  Vatican  on  the  1st,  Autonelli  sent  for  the 
Coont  of  Flanders  and  Count  Bombellea,  at  her  majesty's  instance  and  with,  the 
Pope'a  consent.  Luckily  they  were  at  Miramar,  where  they  bad  gone  by  poc- 
mission  to  visit  their  Austrian  relatives.  Castillo  and  I  aent  a  telegram  to  our 
minister  in  Belgium  to  hurry  the  Count  of  Flanders,  in  case  he  was  there,  and 
*e  sent  yonr  majesty  word  hy  the  Atlantic  cnhic  the  same  day. 

When  she  w&s  not  on  tho  terrible  idea  of  poison,  she  conversed  rationally, 
and  nobody  suspected  her  mental  alienation.  She  never  spoke  to  mo  of  poison, 
(ot  I  did  not  Bee  her  in  the  Vatican,  and  since  then  she  never  mentioned  the 
Babjcct,  hut  always  received  me  in  a  friendly  manner. 

Tlie  Count  of  Flanders  and  Count  Bombellcs  arrived  at  S  the  next  night,  and 
reeolred  to  take  her  majesty  to  Uiramar  next  day.  On  the  morning  of  the 
Sth  she  aent  for  Castillo  to  sign  several  documents  which  she  gave  him,  dis- 
cWgiog  all  her  suit,  and  even  Mr.  Castillo  himself,  bat  of  course  he  did  not 
iiga  tliem.  The  physicians  had  agreed  upon  the  necessity  of  her  majesty's 
ksving  Rome  immediately,  on  account  of  the  effect  of  the  airocco  on  her  uervea, 
and  to  isolate  tbe  august  invalid. 

Od  the  7th  her  majeaty  tbe  empreas  left  by  a  special  train  for  Ancona,  with 
ttie  Count  of  Flanders,  all  her  suit  remaining  in  Ilome.  A  steamer  waa  teady 
U  Ancona,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  lOth  she  arrived  at  Miramar. 
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The  Count  of  Flanders,  tliinking  solitude  would  be  best  for  her  majeity  tbe 
empresB,  did  not  peimit  her  to  take  leave  of  any  one. 

In  refipeci  to  family  decisions,  and  for  the  good  of  her  majestji  as  well  as  lo 
avoid  renponsibilily,  I  requested  Couut  Bombelles  to  give  me  a  written  state- 
ment of  the  physician's  orders  to  the  Count  of  Flanders,  the  relation  of  our 
sovereign,  whu  had  naturally  taken  charge  of  her  in  her  present  state  of  health. 
He  gnve  me  the  document,  and  by  reason  of  it  her  majesty's  eztraotdioary 
committee  \raa  not  present ;  but  aa  good  Klexicana,  Noriega  and  1  went  to  [lie 
station  to  bid  adieu  to  our  unfortunate  sovereign,  who  was  now  suffering  for  hei 
love  and  devotion  to  Mexico,  to  offer  her  the  moat  important  service  under  the 
trying  circiimalancea. 

She  spoke  to  me  with  her  usual  amiability,  and  asked  why  my  companions 
were  not  preaeut.  They  remained  away  by  reason  of  the  doctor'a  orders,  a 
written  copy  of  which  I  send  you.  I  told  her  majeaty  they  were  indiiposed. 
She  asked  if  it  was  on  account  of  tlie  rain,  for  it  waa  raining  at  the  time.  Tbe 
Count  of  FUndera  then  shook  my  hand,  offered  hia  arm  to  the  empress  and  en- 
tered the  cars  with  the  Belgian  minister  end  hia  lady,  the  Austrian  charge  and 
the  Austrian  and  Belgian  secrctartca.  The  Belgian  minister,  Ur.  Noriega,  the 
eecretariee  and  I  followed,  according  to  etiquette,  from  due  reapect  and  consid- 
eration to  tny  BOvereiguB. 

I  have  lately  heard  that  tlie  idea  of  poison  originated  in  Faria.  While  visit- 
ing the  TuilerieB,  lemonade  whh  given  to  lier  majesty  and  ber  iady.  Madam  dd 
Earrio,  and  when  sbe  got  back  to  tbe  Grand  Hotel  she  told  Kichachirrach  that 
they  had  poiaoned  her.  On  tbe  11th,  her  majesty'B  grand  chamberlain  left  for 
Trieste,  and  Castillo  atarted  on  the  liith.  Before  leaving  he  got  a  telegram 
from  the  legation  in  Paris  enclosing  your  majesty's,  giving  the  good  understand- 
ing that  reigned  everywhere  in  Mexico,  among  all  cloascs,  tbe  complete  oi^n- 
ization  of  the  ministry,  &c.  As  soon  as  I  received  tbe  despatch  from  Mr.  Cas- 
tillo, I  sent  it  to  the  Oaserratore  Romano  for  publication  that  day ;  but  as  it 
appeared  with  the  date, of  the  Sd  of  ti^eptcmber,  instead  of  the  29th,  the  tine 
date  of  the  telegram,  I  had  it  republished  the  next,  day  with  the  date  corrected. 

Suiior  Barrio  and  his  lady  remain  here  to  rest,  but  expect  to  start  for  Trieste 
soon,  CO  as  to  be  near  Miramar  when  your  majesty's  orders  arrive. 

Papers  here  publish  extracts  from  those  of  the  United  States  reporting  that 
.Santa  Anna  had  raised  a  loan  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  purchosea  six  steam- 
ers, and  sent  an  expedition  of  two  thousand  men  to  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

\  received  your  majesty's  communication  of  the  5th  from  Cuemnvaca,  and  I 
see  in  tbe  Diurio  del  (jobierno  of  the  4th  the  appointment  of  GaBtillo  aa  minis- 
ter lo  Home.  He  thinks  it  a  temporary  appointment,  hecauBe,  as  he  is  not  »t- 
.quaintcd  with  affairs  here,  the  negotiations  of  the  concordat  would  he  delayed, 
or  would  fail. 

■yVe  have  not  received  the  letters  recalling  the  committee,  and  it  is  unpleasant 
ibr  me,  who  have  always  deaerved  the  confidence  of  your  majesty  and  the  gov- 
ernment, to  be  brought  down  to  a  level  with  the  real  and  be  compelled  to  qnil 
Rome  just  at  a  time  I  was  about  asking  li'ave  to  travel  next  summer  with  my 
family  for  my  health,  when  I  could  write  to  your  majesty  from  various  plate?; 
-and  at  tbe  same  time  that  Ramiiez  and  Dcgollado  were  urgent  to  get  back  to 
Mexico,  we  nee  ouraelves  in  opposite  positiona ;  they  are  to  travel  and  I  am  lo 
go  back  to  Mexico  immediately.  I  suspect  this  is  a  mistake  of  yonr  majesty'^ 
secretary,  in  writing  tbe  letters,  though  i  have  no  idea  of  disobeying  your  maj- 
eBty*B  orders.  I  am  sorry  to  learn  at  this  moment  that  her  majesty  the  empress 
even  auspecis  tbe  Count  of  Flanders,  and  will  not  sec  him.  I  regret  to  sonil 
you  auch  sorrowful  news,  but  it  ia  my  determination  to  let  your  majesty  kDOv 
everything,  as  that  is  true  frankness  and  loyalty,  and  the  trne  way  to  serve  yu- 
I  bear  tbnt  tbe  consul  in  Jerusalem  and  tbe  Franciscan  fathers  taete  aie  auficr- 
ing  for  want  of  means. 
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Wiahing  your  majesty  all  conBolation,  and  nov/  more  tbna  ever  the  epecitU 
protection  of  Providence,  I  remain  your  majesty's  most  obedient  servant, 

JOAQUIN  VELASQUEZ  DE  LEON. 
His  majesty  tUe  Empebor,  Mexico. 

Washi\uton,  November  9,  1866. 
A  trae  copy : 

IGNACIO  MAEISCAL,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Seward  to  SeSor  Romero. 

Depahtmk\t  of  Statr, 

iVa*Aington,  November  15,  1866. 
^[H :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communicntion  of 
tlie  9th  instant,  containing  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Prince 
Vuimilian  by  Don  Joaquin  Velasquez  de  Leon,  with  regard  to  the  diacoae 
affecting  the  princesB  Charlotte  Leopoldine,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my 
Ibinks. 

I  svail  myeelf  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurancea  of  my  most 
disliogniflhed  con  si  deration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  DoN  M.  BoMBhO,  fy:.,  Ifc.,  ifc. 


Senior  Romero  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seicard. 

[TrauslatiDu.] 
Taofficial.]  Washington,  November  16, 1866. 

My  Dkar  Sir  :  Fulfilling  the  offer  1  made  you  some  time  since,  to  obtain 
antheatic  intelligence  from  my  government  about  the  reported  shooting  of  a 
Mnofthe  Karquia  de  Montholon,  I  wrote  at  onco  for  that  purpose  to  Mr. 
Urdo  de  Tejada,  who  has  replied  to  me,  contradicting  that  rnmor,  as  yon  will 
Ke  in  tbe  letter  (of  which  I  send  you  a  copy  with  this  note]  which  that 
gCQtleman  sent  me  on  the  subject  under  date  of  SOth  of  October  last. 
I  remain  your  very  respectful  and  obedient  servanl, 

M.  aOMEEO. 
Ur.  Fbbdbbice  W.  Sewaru,  Ifn.,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 


[TranslsUon.] 
^'o.  478.]  Dbp't  op  Foreion  Erlations  and  op  Government, 

Chihuahua.  October  20,  1866. 
I  have  received  your  notes  Nos.  625  and  630,  of  dates  20th  and  2Ist  of  Sep- 
tember last,  relative  to  the  information  which  was  confidentially  asked  from  you 
liy  the  Hon,  Frederick  W.  Seward,  acting  Secretary  of  State,  about  the  news 
published  there  of  the  death  of  a  Harquis  de  Montholon,  who  was  supposed  to  be 
wa  of  the  Marqnia  de  Montholon,  minister  of  France  near  the  government  of 
the  United  Slates. 
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SdcIi  news  waa  publieht^d  in  a  ticvspaper  at  St.  Louis,  by  ineertiag  a  letter 
Trliich  was  said  to  nave  been  received  frnm  a  point  on  the  frontier,  in  which 
asenrancA  was  g^ven  that  tlie  Marquis  de  Montholon  had  been  taken  in  the 
State  of  Durango  and  executed  hy  his  captore. 

I  can  BBBure  70a  that  the  fact  bo  related  is  not  true.  In  the  State  of  Dnrango 
no  one  bag  been  captured  or  executed  who  could  be  Marquis  de  Montbolou,  or 
other  person  who  could  bear  that  iiame^ 

I  suppose  that  the  origin  of  that  inaccurate  report  mnst  have  been  a  rumor 
set  afloat  in  March  or  April  of  this  year.  Then  it  was  said,  that  in  one  of  the 
many enconuters  had  near  Mazatlan,  iiitbcStateof  SinaIoB,a8onof  theMarqniBde 
Motitholon  died.  A  little  time  afterward  it  was  cleared  up,  that  the  Frencli 
commaudcr  or  officer  killed  was  not  a  son  of  KoneicQr  Montholon,  nor  boro 
that  appellative  ;  and  that  the  mistake  originated  in  his  having  an  appclktirs 
with  BODie  termination  similar  to  it,  and  that  ho  belonged  to  some  family  well 
known  and  rcspecled.  Althongb  I  have  not  now  before  me  the  notices  relating 
to  the  person  who  died  at  that  time,  I  can  assure  yon  that  I  saw  them  at  the 
time,  and  in  the  manacr  I  have  related. 

Therefore  I  hblieve  I  can  aseure  tou  that  the  notice  published  in  the  St. 
Louis  newspaper,  neither  in  the  mode  of  publication  nor  otherwiae,  is  in  anj 
respect  accurate. 

I  aBBure  you  of  my  respectful  conalderation. 

LEUDO  DE  TE JADA. 

C.  Matias  Rombbo, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  MinUfer  Plenipotentiary  of  the 

Mexican  Republic  to  the  United  Slates  of  America,  Wiuhingfon,  D.  C. 
Waseiinoton,  November  16,  1866. 

A  tme  COPT : 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL,  Secrelary. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Seftor  Romero. 

Depahtmbnt  oh  Statb, 

Wathimgtmi,  Novemher  SO,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cnmmtinication  of 
the  16th  instant,  containing  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  denying 
the  truth  of  the  mmor  regu^ing  the  shooting  of  the  son  of  the  Marqnis  de  Mon- 
tholon, for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  aaanranceB  of  my  moit 
distinguiahed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Se&or  Don  JA,  Bomkro,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  tfc. 


No.  63. 


StUor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TranilatiOD.] 

Washinoton,  Ifoeemhtr  SO,  I866. 
My  Dbar  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  you  for  yonr  information  copy 
of  a  letter  which  I  received  to-day  from  Vera  Crnz,  dated  Ist  of  this  month,  and 


CONDITION  OF    AFFAIRS  IN  MEXICO.  183 

vrilten  by  a  trnstmrtlij'  person,  containing  Tariaas  important  noticeB  of  tlie 
OLOgw  whicli  hare  hindered  tbe  embarcation  of  Maximilian  at  that  port. 
I  am,  nr,  Tery  reepectfnlly,  rour  obedient  eervant) 

M.  EOMEEO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sswabd. 


[TranslatioD.] 

Vera  Cutz,  November  1,  1866. 

Maxiuiliaa  baa  not  embarked,  nor  will  be  probably  embark  for  gome  days. 
Tbe  French  hinder  bis  departure  until  br;  eigns  an  act  of  abdication. 

An  indiscretion  of  tbe  commander  of  the  Dandolo  frustrated  the  embarcalion 
sf  Haximiliant  wbo  was  going  off;  aud — you  mar  wonder — without  Bazaine  sue- 
pecting  it !     Tbie  seems  extraordinary,  but  is  the  case,  notwithstandiag. 

From  his  leaving  Mexico  the  rumor  raa  that  tbe  Austrian  was  going  off;  bnt 
ibis  did  not  go  beyond  rumor,  and  as,  any  way,  the  ministers  were  the  first  in 
giving  assurance  uat  tbe  joumer  to  Orizara  was  like  the  former  one  to  Cueraa- 
Taca,  and  nothing  on  tbe  part  of  Maximilian  indicated  tbe  project  of  flight;  thus 
JOD  bare  tbe  reason  why  in  Mexico  tbey  did  not  give  greater  credit  to  tbe  public 
nunor,  and  Bazaine  slept  at  ease. 

But  tbe  Austrian  bod  bis  plan  ready,  and  would  have  gone  off  with  his  fol- 
lotriog,  but  for  the  indiscretion  of  the  commander  of  the  Dandolo,  as  I  have 
ilready  said.  This  captain  received  a  despatch  from  Maximilian  at  half  past 
twelve  at  night,  before  last,  warning  hjm  to  havehisfrigateready  by  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  at  which  time  he  would  be  here  and  em- 
bark at  once. 

As  soon  as  it  dswued  tbe  Anatrian  captain  ran  to  tbe  house  of  the  French 
commander,  Honsiettr  Peyran,  and  in  confidence  communicated  the  message  he 
lud  received,  taking  leave  of  him,  and  asking  bb  orders  for  Trieste. 

Mr.  Pejrran  hastened  to  the  telegraph  aud  commuuicated  tbe  news  to  Bazaine, 
who  knew  nothing  of  a  journey  bo  close  at  hand  ;  who  immediately  cut  off  all 
tel^rapbic  communication  from  tbe  public,  and  faerau  to  give  orders  to  the 
French  authoritiee  at  Orizava,  Cordova,  and  Vera  Cruz,  ami  addressed  Max- 
inulian  bimaelf,  informing  him  that  be  had  knowledge  of  his  projects  of  flight, 
am]  nuking  him  understand  that  if  be  did  not  abdicate  in  form  be  would  not  let 
him  embark. 

All  this  is  true;  it  has  happened,  and  I  know  it  from  a  person  very  closely 
connected  and  in  tbe  confidence  of  Commander  Peyran.  Maximilian  songht  to 
deceive  the  French,  and  owing  to  the  indiscretion  of  the  commander  of  the  Dan- 
dolo has  been  caught  in  bis  own  neL 

Tbe  basia  of  the  French  to  ground  upon  and  justify  his  retirement,  is  abdi- 
cation. Maximilian  abdicating,  they  declare  their  engagements  at  on  end  ;  but 
Uaximilian  going  off  without  abdicating  or  renouncing  tbe  throne,  and  declar- 
ing, as  they  say  was  bis  intention,  all  his  "  griefe  against  tbe  French,"  these 
rest  in  a  very  bad  position  ;  immense  ridicule  wonld  have  fallen  on  them,  from  • 
all  of  which  tbey  have  escaped.  Why  sboold  you  not  be  assured  that  this  weak- 
nesBof  spirit  of  the  Austrian  will  make  bim  go  through  everything ;  and  he  will 
lign,  not  one,  but  twenty  abdications.  His  voyage  baa  been  postponed  only  a 
few  days.  In  whatever  way  it  may  be,  this  ridiculous  imperial  farce  must  end 
ndieulonsly. 

I  have  been  assnred  that  from  this  day  the  French  are  masters  of  tbe  reve- 
nnet  from  this  custom-faouse ;  they  using,  and  none  but  they,  the  whole  of  the 
duties  collected. 
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The  political  prefecture  is  at  an  end,  and  from  thia  daj  the  French  anperior 
in  command  is  also  political  prefect ;  or,  better  said,  from  this  day  forth  there 
is  none  other  than  military  administration. 

WashikotoiV,  Noeemher  20,  1866. 
A  true  copy ; 

IGNO.  MAEI8CAL,  Secretary. 


No.  64. 
JIfr.  Snoard  to  SeHor  Romero. 

Drfartmknt  of  State, 

Waihini^lon,  November  29,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 

the  20th  instant,  containing  «  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  from  Vera  Cruz, 

with  regard  to  the  causes  which  are  said  to  have  prevented  the  embarcation  of 

the  Prince  Maximilian  at  that  port,  for  which  l>e  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  moil 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Se&or  Don  M.  Rohrro,  ^.,  ifc.,  Sfc. 


Seflor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TiaiulatioD.] 

Washinqtoiv,  Koeember  22,  1866. 
My  Dear  Srp  ;  I  enclose  you  for  your  information  the  copy  of  a  commoni- 
cation  from  Don  Martin  de  Caetillo,  the  so-called  minister  of  foreign  affairs  and 
marine  of  Maximilian,  written  to  him  from  Turin,  the  6th  instant,  giving  the 
views  of  public  opinion  in  Europe  in  regard  to  his  permanency  in  Mexico,  and 
how  much  this  is  desired,  "  as  much  for  tbe  national  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  moment,  as  for  political  cq^uitibrium  in  the  New  World,  so  as  to  confioe  a 
certain  nation  to  limits,  in  order  to  prevent  its  gigantic  development  in  future." 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  KOMEEO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  Ife.,  ^. 


Litter  Jrom  Seflor  Caitillo  in  T^rin  to  MaximUian  in  Mexieo. 

TUB1\,  Novetnler  6,  1866. 

SiRB :  I  present  your  majesty  my  most  respectful  thanks  for  the  royal  letters 
of  the  20th  September,  with  which  you  have  deigned  to  honor  me,  and  inform  yon 
that  tbe  health  of  my  august  sovereign  is  visibly  improving,  which  is  gratifying 
to  U8,  and  gives  us  hopes  of  her  speedy  recovery.  The  i^ormation  must  have 
caused  your  majesty  some  anxiety.     May  the  Lord's  will  be  done. 

It  gave  much  pleasure  to  read  yonr  mujeaty's  speech  at  the  anniverssiy  of 
independence,  in  the  paper  you  deigned  to  send  me,  which  reached  me  some 
weeks  ago,  and  renewed  my  hopes  that  your  majesty  would  restore  the  nation- 
ality of  the  couDtry,  now  suffering  bard  trials,  in  spite  of  the  many  obstacles 
in  your  way. 
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I  tbiok  tliere  is  a  slight  favorable  change  in  the  European  press,  proceeding 
fiom  (he  firmnesa  and  energy  of  your  majesty  in  state  aff^rs,  and  the  recent 
reported  triumphs  of  General  Mcjia. 

A'owit  ia  thought  the  empire  has  sufficient  elements  to  suppress  the  revolution, 
ind  considering  the  inclination  anddecided  wish  of  the  people  aronndMatamoras 
for  peace  and  order,  and  the  spirit  of  unity  that  reigns  in  di£Ferent  classes  of 
society,  it  is  believed  the  throne  can  be  sustained  after  the  depnrture  of  the 
French  troops,  which  is  greatly  desired  in  Europe,  as  much  for  national  and 
Mmmercial  interests  of  the  moment  as  for  political  eqnilibrium  in  the  New 
World,  so  as  to  confine  a  certain  nation  to  limits,  iu  order  to  preyeiit  its  gigantic 
derelopment  in  fnture. 

Hoping  the  majority  of  Mexicans  will  sustain  yoar  majesty's  noble  efibrU, 
■nd  thus  show  their  nation  is  not  dead,  and  br  their  patriotism  and  energy  gain 
■  Bjmnatby  they  need  so  much,  we  all  look  forward  to  a  change  for  the  better, 
ifter  Uie  French  army  leaves,  which  will  ^ve  free  action  to  the  people,  and 
allow  them  to  recover  from  a  crisis  that  may  prove  beneficial,  instead  of  pre- 
judicial. 

1  will  attend  fiuthfully  to  ynur  orders  about  Prince  Salvador  de  Iturhidc.who, 
Itlimk,  had  better  continue  his  studies  in  England.  Don  Augnstin  must  have 
etme  to  the  United  States,  and  I  presume  the  rest  of  the  family  have  gone  too; 
I  will  inquire. 

Your  majesty  will  excuse  me  for  being  brief  in  this  letter,  as  it  is  to  be  sent 
hj  unsafe  means,  and  I  am  afraid  it  may  be  intercepted  like  one  of  Mr.  Eloin's. 

Caant  Del  Valle  is  still  in  Mirauiar.  General  Uraga  left  Trieste  for  Paris 
on  the  first,  and  Sir.  Barrio  and  his  lady  are  waiting  your  instructions  in  Vienna, 
ae  he  wrote  me  on  the  second.  As  I  cannot  return  oa  soon  as  I  expected,  I 
write  In  my  brother  to  deliver  to  your  secretary  some  documents  that  were  left 
on  my  desk  by  Mr.  Langlais,  one  of  which  is  a  Be;i]ed  letter  to  Mr.  EscandoD,  about 
the  Bum  paid  to  France  by  Mexico  for  the  Vera  Oruz  railway.  In  my  humble 
opinion  tnat  afiair  ought  to  be  thoroughly  investigated,  so  that  it  be  determined 
whether  that  considerable  sum  it;  to  revert  to  the  government,  and  Mr.  Escandoa 
relieved  from  its  responsibility,  or  what  is  to  be  the  result. 

I  leave  to-morrow  for  Pisa,  the  mild  climate  of  which  is  much  recommended 
for  the  lungs,  and  it  is  only  a  few  Jionrs  from  Rome,  via  Livomo,  where  I  will 
await  your  sovereign  orders. 

I  beg  your  majesty  to  permit  me  to  present  my  most  respectful  homage  and 
gratitude,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  majesty's  most  humble  and 
obedient  servant, 

M.  DE  CASTILLO,  MinitUr  ad  interim. 
Washinhton,  November  22,  1886. 

A  tme  copy : 

IGNAOIO  MABISOAL,  Secrtlary. 


No.  C6. 

Mr.  Seieard  to  SeSor  Romero. 

Dbfartment  of  State, 

Washington,  November  29,  1866. 
SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
tbe  22d  instant,  cont^ning  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  Don  Martin  de  Castillo  to  the 
Prince  Alaximilian,  with  regard  to  public  opinion  in  Europe  as  to  the  permanency 
of  his  position  in  Mexico. 
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I  avail  niTSclf  of  thia  opportunity  to  reaew  to  yon  tbe  asenrances  of  mj  moet 
dialing uisbed  conaideratioii. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Don  M.  Eombro,  tfc,  t(c.,  ^. 


No.  67. 
SeMor  Romero  to  Air.  Seward. 

[Traiul&tioD.] 
Mexican  Legation  in  thb  TJnitbd  States  ov  Ambbica, 

Washington,  December  14,  1866. 
Mr.  Sbcbbtary  ;  I  have  the  bonor  to  remit,  for  yoar  information  and  that 
of  the  govemment  of  the  United  Statea,  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from 
.  Vera  Craz  from  a  trustworthy  person,  in  which  arc  given  some  interesting  de- 
tails about  tho  arrival  of  the  Suequchanna  at  that  port  and  the  course  which  [be 
ao-called  imperial  prefect  Don  D,  Bnrean  took  respecting  the  aids  which  said 
steamer  needed,  and  the  commnnication  sent  to  the  consul  of  the  United  States. 
I  send  also  a  copy  of  the  printed  proclamation  published  on  the  let  instnat 
by  the  eo-called  prefect  of  Vera  Craa,  in  which  he  announces  the  resolution 
taken  by  Maximilian  not  to  leave  the  conntry,  but  rather  to  return  from  Oriiabi 
to  the  city  of  Mexico,  to  assume  anew  and  indefinitely  the  protended  authority 
he  ha£  exercised,  which  indicates  an  absolute  change  of  position  so  far,  at  least, 
as  it  had  been  presented. 

I  avail  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
moat  distinguisbed  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward.  ^.,  ^c,  tre. 


[EncloiureNo.  I. — TraQBlation.] 

Ybra  Cruz,   Veeember  1,  186S. 
•  **•*• 

The  day  before  yesterday  the  American  steamer  Susquehanna  anchored  >n 
this  port.  It  blew  from  the  north,  and  up  till  yesterday  she  commnnicated 
with  the  shore. 

The  prefecture  forbid  the  captdn  of  the  port  from  sending  her  pratique ;  but  u 
the  command  is  with  the  French  military  antbority,  the  onler  of  the  prefect  wai 
a  nullity,  as  that  authority  sent  pratique  to  the  Susquehanna  to  improve  her  an- 
chorage, which  was  bad.  The  pratique  brought  on  return  a  communication  to  the 
American  consul,  which  was  taken  to  the  prefecture,  but  they  dared  not  open 
it ;  many  shifts  were  resorted  to,  perhaps  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  what  it 
contained  ;  after  keeping  it  an  hour  it  was  sent  to  the  consul,  who,  I  think,  wilt 
Dot  rest  quiet  after  the  delay  sufiered  by  hia  communication. 


[Eneloinie  No.  2. — Translation.] 
Long  Uve  the  empre  I    Long  Iiv«  the  emperor  I 

Vbba  Obvzans  :  One  of  tbe  most  grateM  eventa  for  good  Mexicans  baa  just      . 
occurr«d  to  the  nation. 
Hia  majesty  the  emperor,  who  has  made  so  many  sanifiees  for  the  wd&n 
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ind  happineBa  of  our  dear  countiy,  has  g^ven  the  last  proof  of  the  iatereet  he 
lakes  in  it.  When  overwhelmed  hy  the  natural  feolinga  which  were  aiilt  con- 
tendiag,  and  still  are  so  in  hie  mind,  in  conaeqnence  of  the  ill  health  of  hid 
an^t  and  noble  spooae,  our  beloved  sovereign,  he  thonght  for  a  moment  that 
he  ought  temporarilj  to  abandon  the  conntry  to  devote  himself  to  fulfilling  tbe 
ucred  duty  of  offering  to  bis  worthy  consort  tbe  carea  she  bo  much  needa  in  the 
delicate  condition  in  which  she  ie.  The  emperor  aacrifices  himself  for  us,  post- 
pooes  bis  duties  as  a  man  to  those  which  his  honor  points  out  to  bim  to  be  con- 
icolling,  and  in  these  critical  moments,  that  the  conntry  may  pass  safely  through, 
he  solemnly  declares  that  he  will  continno  at  the  helm,  and  will  contest  wiUioat 
remieeion,  antil  the  last  drop  of  his  blood  be  shed  in  defence  of  the  nation. 

Vera  Crazans,  let  ns  rejoice,  let  us  give  tluinks  to  Providence  for  having 
tared  the  integrity  of  our  territory,  and  with  full  ontpoariagof  our  hearts,  let  us 
bail  the  day  of  the  reaurrection  uf  our  naUonality,  on  the  eve  of  disappearing. 

Vera  Cbdz,  December  I,  1866. 


Mr.  Setoard  to  Seiior  Romero. 

Dbpa8tme\t  of  State, 

Wathingtoit,  December  17,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
[he  14th  instant,  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  you  received  from  Vera 
Cm  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Bureau  on  the  arrival  of  the  Snsqoe- 
htnoa  at  that  city  ;  also  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  he  issued  on  the  first  of  this 
month,  to  the  people  of  Vera  Cmz,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  tbe  assurances  of  my  most  dis- 
tinguiahed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Don  M.  Bombro,  Ifc.,  IfC.,  IfC. 


Sehor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seteard. 
[TranilattoD.] 

Washinqtoiv,  December  21,  1866. 
My  Drab  Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  remit  to  you  variona  articles  from  the 
principal  d«ly  papers  of  Paris,  published  during  the  late  days  of  November 
W,  in  which  there  is  vety  ably  discussed  the  important  question,  who  is 
tbe  leaponaible  party,  in  France,  for  the  ill  results  which  the  Uexican  adven- 
ture has  had.  The  semi-official  press  treats  of  throwing  tbe  reaponsibility  on 
the  opposition  and'on  public  opinion,  while  the  independent  journals  attribute 
it  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon. 

I  ^adly  avail  of  this  opportunity,  sir,  to  repeat  that  I  am,  very  respectfully 
your  DMHt  obedient  Berraot, 

M.  BOHEBO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd,  Sfc^  S(e.,  Ifc. 


DigilizccoyGoOglC 
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[EncloBDre  No   1.— From  La  Fraoce,  PaiU,  Norember  34,  1866.— TranBUtioD-l 
THE  MEXICAN  EMPIRE. 

ispired  b^  a  grand  and  gcnerona  thoaght,  and 
Ist  of  which  it  waa  carried  out,  was  a  political 
coQception  aa  abl;  prepared  as  energetically  conducted.  That  England  and 
Spain  should  aesociate  tuemeelveB,  from  the  otitset.  with  France,  must  have  be«n 
becanae  they  comprehended  that  the  higher  intereets  of  civilization  and  of  justice 
called  upon  them  to  go  en  far  to  avenge  the  wrongs  done  to  their  sabjectg.  The 
three  allied  powers  well  knew  Ihat  there  waa  BometLtng  else  to  be  done  in  Cen- 
tral America  beaidee  calling  for  an  ephemeral  reparation.  They  wanted  to  obtain, 
through  the  eatablishment  of  a  strong  regular  government,  essential  guarantees 
againet  the  rcvolnttonarj  powera  which,  through  all  time,  have  been  in  conflict 
in  thoae  countries,  and  against  the  cupidity,  hidden  or  avowed,  which,  by  in%'a- 
BtOD  of  iSonth  America,  might  destroy  the  equilibrium  of  the  whole  world. 

France  has  been  left  alone  in  tbia  work  worthy  the  ambition  of  a  great  prince 
and  a  great  people.  Sagacity  counselled  perhaps  to  follow  the  course  of  the 
Engliab  and  Spaniards,  and  to  withdraw  upon  an  appearance  of  aatiafaction, 
witiout  having  secured  anything  in  the  present  or  settled  anything  in  the  future; 
but  honor  demanded  energy,  and,  aa  always,  when  the  flag  of  France  ia  no- 
forled,  honor  alnne  is  liatened  to.  At  the  close  of  some  triumphant  military 
movements,  the  French  array  entered  Mexico  a  abort  time  arterwarda,  and  were 
received  as  liheratora  by  a  population  which  had  long  grieved  in  disorder  and 
anarchy ;  and  the  Hesican  nation,  restored  to  freedom  of  thought,  solemnly  con- 
snlted,  restored  again  the  empire  of  Mexico  amid  the  plaudits  of  Europe.  The 
work  of  France  then  found  for  its  accomplishment  a  mind  bold  in  initiativei 
strongly  imbued  with  the  great  ideas  of  our  times,  a  strong  mind,  a  brave  heart, 
a  choice  intellect  in  the  Archduke  Maximilian  of  Austria.  Impartial  posterity 
will  justly  appreciate  the  self-devotion  of  this  prince,  who,  braving  difficulties 
and  danger,  accepted  the  ciown  of  Mexico  and  undertook  to  found,  in  a  policy 
of  order,  of  peace,  and  of  progress,  the  future  of  a  country  whose  past  history 
bad  been  so  brilliant.  If  be  has  not  been  able  to  accomplish  the  noble  self- 
imposed  task,  he  will  at  least  enjoy  the  ineffaceable  honor  of  having  generously 
undertaken  it.  He  was,  in  fact,  permitted  to  believe  in  bis  succesa.  The  French 
army  protected  the  Mexican  throne,  restored  by  thenational  vote,  and  all  respect- 
able men,  all  conservative  interests,  grouped  themselves  around  Maximilian  to 
aid  and  sustain  him  in  bis  task.  But  at  this  moment,  it  mtiat  be  admitted,  an 
unlocked  for  movement  of  opinion  showed  itself  in  France.  The  public  mind 
grew  reatlesB  under  the  possible  consequences  of  onr  intervention  in  Mexico. 
The  feeling  of  the  country,  of  which  the  opposition  took  bold  with  mnch  skill, 
pronounced  itself  markedly  each  day  more  and  more  for  the  recall  of  our  troops  and 
the  prompt  closing  up  of  this  distant  expedition.  It  was  a  regretable  error.  No 
serious  danger  then  menaced  the  exp^itionary  army,  nor  the  empire  of  Maxi- 
milian. No  one  would  have  dared  to  address  to  our  country  a  humiliating 
injunction;  and,  as  long  as  our  flag  sheltered  the  Mexican  territory,  no  foreign 
power  would  have  dared  to  intervene.  But  the  public  sentiment  which  arose 
among  us  bad,  beyond  the  ocean,  an  influence  easily  to  be  foreseen.  It  encouraged 
the  hopes  of  all  enemies  of  the  Mexican  empire,  and  discouraged  the  confidence 
of  all  its  friends.  The  discontended  found,  withiu  and  withoat,  gatherings  on 
which  they  had  not  reckoned ;  conservatives,  disquiet«d  about  the  future,  ceased 
to  act  in  favor  of  the  imperial  government,  fearing  to  commit  tbemselres  further, 
and  all  the  force  that  sustained  the  Mexican  Uirone  vanished  at  once.  We 
avow,  with  a  feeling  of  sadness  which  we  do  not  seek  to  dissemble,  that  this  was 
a  fatal  solution  of  this  gQind  experiment ;  but,  at  any  rate,  let  us  not  aggravate 
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it  by  regrets  or  by  anjoat  npprectation?.     The  responaibility  for  the  actual  con- 
dition mnst  not  be  placed  in  the  wrong  quarter. 

The  Emperor's  government  had  conceived  a  grand  nffnir ;  had  pursued  its 
realization  with  a  peraevenincc  worthy  of  the  grandeur  of  the  purpose  and  an 
elevAlion  of  views  worthy  of  the  policy  of  l'" ranee. 

The  army,  on  its  part,  had  accomplished  ita  mission  wilb  its  traditional  bravery. 
Id  Mexico  it  added  new  laurels  to  ita  crowning  glory.  It  retires  not  before  any 
conquering  enemy,  nor  any  menace.  It  leaves  Mexico  becnuae  a  controlling 
will  prevents  it  from  finishing  ita  work.  This  will  is  that  of  the  country,  which 
on  all  occasions  has  expressed  a  wish  to  put  an  end  to  the  >Iexican  expedition. 
It  ia  that  opinion  which  governs  public  authoritieei  and  the  sovereign,  and  which, 
according  to  an  anguat  expression,  '•  must  always  carry  the  final  victory."  Such 
ij  the  truth  ;  and  if  it  be  possible  to  look  at  it  without  sadness,  it  should  at  least 
be  looked  upon  without  passion.  But-  whatever  be  tlie  issue  of  this  gloriona 
enterprise  of  civilization  and  of  national  regcntntion,  we  cannot  too  much  honor 
ibegcnerona  prince  who  consecrated  hia  moat  ^devoted  efforts,  and  that  noble 
woman — that  touching  empress  Charlotte — whose  grief  and  sorrows  have  shaken 
her  Rue  intelligence.  These  vast  misfortunes  cast  a  funeral  veil  over  the  cloao 
of  ibe  Mexican  empire,  but  leave  no  place  for  anything  but  respect  and  sym- 
patby  in  all  quarters. 

J.  COHEN. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.— La  Liberty,  Paris,  NoTember33,  1806.— TiaDelatiou, ] 
*  THB  BBSPONSmiLITY. 

The  art  of  mixing  up  queationa,  and  of  casting  upon  others  the  responsibility 
for  one'a  own  acta,  truly,  at  thia  time,  makes  astonishing  progreaa.  The  journal 
of  France  which  undcrstanda  how  to  bedeck  the  reader  with  garlands,  and  bind 
vith  fiowers  the  temples  of  tlie  victims  he  ia  going  to  sacrifice,  attempta  to-day 
to  play  a  scurvy  trick  on  public  opinion.  He  aceks  to  make  it  responsible  for 
tbe  ill  success  of  onr  intervention  in  Mexico. 

To  listen  to  "  La  France,"  thcgovemmcnthappilyconceived  and  admirably  con- 
dneted  this  adventurous  enterprise,  which  would  have  succeeded  if  public  opinion , 
interpreted  by  the  jonmal  and  deputies  of  the  opposition,  had  not  encouraged  the 
b'jpes  of  the  enemies  of  the  ^Mexican  empire,  and  discouraged  its  friends. 

Even  to-day  public  opinion  alone  must  be  icapousiblefor  the  evacuation  of 
Heiico ;  the  opposition  must  bear  the  burden  of  the  evils  which  fall  on  Uazi- 
loilian.  Waa  this  not  public  opinion  ?  Tbe  government  always,  to  be'teve  "  La 
France"  in-  the  matter,  would  have  persevered  and  carried  out  the  task  uuder- 

Here  we  perceive  the  tactica,  and  "  La  France"  scarcely  takes  the  trouble  to 
conceal  it.  "History,"  aaya  it,  "disengaged  from  the  prejudices  and  passions  of 
contemporary  time,  will  certainly  do  justice  in  the  end  to  the  great  purpose  of  which 
this  great  enterprise  woe  the  medium."  Therefore,  when  hiatory  shall  be  written 
the  check  of  Maximilian,  the  ruin  of  Mexican  bondholders,  the  cordial  under- 
standing between  the  United  States  and  France  compromised,  so  many  milllosa 
BpeDl,aud  so  many  lives  sacrificed  for  the  regeneration  of  ilesico,  so  many  errors 
committed — all  these  will  revert  to  those  who  from  the  first  cried  out,  with  as 
little  (access  as  Cassandra  of  old  :  "  No  interventions,  no  distant  expeditions." 

Iq  the  name  of  hiatory,  which  is  invoked,  we  cannot  allow  such  allegations  to 
paas  without  protesting  against  similar  alkgationa.  "La  France"  speaks  of 
public  opinion  absolutely  as  does  "  L'Etendard,"  and  quite  aa  justly.  If  public 
opiiuonis  the  cause  of  the  present  evacuation  of  Mexico;  if  the  votes  of  toedti- 


■ogle 


190  CONDITION   OF    AFFAIRS  IN  MEXICO. 

KCDB  aie  snfficieDtly  listened  to  now,  bo  that  after  fonr  years  of  Keroic,  yet  power' 
less  efforts,  the  field  is  left  open  to  Jiiarez,  why  haa  this  public  opinion,  eo  wel' 
heard  when  the  heaveiiB  were  overcaat,  been  bo  little  attended  to  by  the  joanial 
"La  France,"  when  at  the  commencement  of  the  embarcation  it  foresaw  the  stom 
and  predicted  the  tenpext  ? 

Has  the  jonnial  "  L&  France,"  yes  or  do,  approved  the  expedition  T  Tesorno 
lias  it  boasted  of  the  infraction  of  the  convention  of"  La  Soledad  V  Has  it  or 
not  attacked  with  vigor  the  jonmHlists  and  the  depntiea,  who,  through  forecast- 
ing patriotiBm,  maintained  that  the  result  of  the  enterprise  would  not  compeoeate 
the  riske  T  Is  it  not  Btill  "  La  France"  which,  notwithstanding  the  affirmatione 
of  Mr.  Rouher,  haa  done  everything  to  convince  the  holders  of  Mexican  bonds  thai 
they  had  made  a  good  investment ;  that  the  sad  recitals  of  the  sitoation  of  Mexico 
were  falae,  and  that  at  all  events  the  governineut  bad,  in  respect  of  them,  come 
imder  moral  obligations  t 

And  after  holding  this  language  for  years,  "  La  France"  att«mpt8  to  decline 
responsibility  for  events,  and  Uirows  it  altogether  on  other  shoulders.  No,  a  ban- 
dred  timee,  no.  At  the  outset  ^e  invoked  the  princi^e  of  non-intervention,  and 
we  placed  our  finger  on  the  perils  of  the  enterprise.  The  campaign  commenced; 
we,  accepting  the  situation  made  for  ns,  indicated  the  best  measures  for  consoli- 
dating, if  the  thing  were  possible,  the  throne  of  Uaximilian.  When  this  thn.ne 
was  cracked  throughout,  we  asked  that  the  country  should  not  sutTer  too  math 
from  this  catastrophe,  and  in  recommending  to  treat  with  Juarez  we  have  in  all 
conscience  shown  the  beat  way  to  puisne  to  secure  the  safety  of  French  interests 
still  connected  with  Mexico. 

During  this  time  what  has  this  journal  "La  France"  done  ?  Esactlythe  con- 
trary to  what  we  were  doing;  praising  what  we  blamed,  blaming  what  we  praised; 
Sutting  aside  our  propositions  as  Utopian,  and  doing  the  indignant  when  in  our 
evotion  to  the  country  we  spoke  of  treating  with  Juarez. 

"  The  responsibility  for  the  present  situation,"  said  ■  La  France' "  must  not  be 
placed  in  the  wrong  quarter." 

That  is  our  opinion ;  let  "  La  France"  therefore  take  it  on  herself,  and  not  en- 
deavor to  make  it  fall  upon  pabltc  opinion,  assuredly  very  innocent  of  the  mis- 
haps of  the  emperor  Maximilian. 

H.  PESSABD, 


[Encloanre  No.  3.— From  L'Arenier  Natlonale,  Paiia,  November  30,  I8G6.—Traiis!ati0D.] 

The  Mexican  expedition  has  twice  failed  of  its  purpose  ;  it  failed  at  first  with 
the  three  powers  which  undertook  it  in  common  ;  then  when  the  French  govern- 
ment, refusing  to  ratify  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  alone  continued  the  war 
brgnn  by  three,  and  took  nnder  her  protection  the  empire  raised  on  the  ruiusof 
the  republic.  This  double  check  the  opposition  had  not  only  foreseen,  but  hid 
announced  ;  however,  it  maintained  reserve,  abstaining  from  reprisals  too  easy  to 
be  made,  when  it  was  unexpectedly  called  forth  by  the  inconceivable  accusations 
of  La  France.  It  was  not  possible  to  Buffer  the  parts  to  be  thua  changed,  and 
we  were  obliged,  in  recalling  the  facts,  to  cast  back  the  responsibility  for  tliii 
expedition  on  those  ou  whom  it  rests  entirely.  La  France  calia  that  deoigra- 
Uon,  and  adds  :  "  Nothing  is  more  sad  than  this  system  of  denigration  in  vieff 
of  the  checks  ou  our  policy." 

What  is  sad  is  to  see  writers  who,  by  their  imperturbable  approbation  af  an 
undertaking  which  miscarried  and  brought  about  such  disastrous  checks,  descend 
to  such  controveraial  expedients,  and  seek  to  turn  the  bMiing  of  opinioii.    If 
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Ihey  think  to  embarraBS  us  they  are  mistaken,  and  so  long  an  they  do  not  get 
lii«d  of  mieatttting  facts,  we  shut  not  weary  of  reaeserting  them. 

The  provocations  of  La  France  place  ua  Iwtween  two  difficaUies  ;  to  stir 
up,  or  to  smother  the  discussion  ;  we  would  avoid  the  one  and  the  other,  but  we 
wiinid,  in  recalling  facts,  prevent  a  deceit  upon  public  opinion,  and  a  change  of 

At  the  outset  the  expedition  was  concerted  between  France,  England,  and 
Spain.  What  did  those  three  powers  want  7  To  appearance  they  Lad  one  com* 
mon  and  avowed  object ;  in  reality  each  a  purpose  privily  entertained,  and  in- 
deteiminate  at  least  as  to  the  means  of  attaining  it. 

The  common  and  avowed  object  was  indicated  by  the  veiy  terms  of  the  con- 
vention.  The  jhree  powers  had  to  claim  from  the  Mexican  government  repara- 
tion for  numerous  and  divers  wrongs,  and  observance  of  engagements  contracted 
ind  guarantees  for  the  future.  They  did  not  bind  thcmBelveB  to  acquire  any 
portion  of  territory,  or  to  seek  any  special  advantage,  nor  to  exercise  any  pecu- 
liar control  over  the  domestic  afiaira  of  the  republic,  nor  to  make  any  attempt 
agaia^t  the  right  of  the  Mexicans  to  choose  the  Form  of  their  government,  and  to 
administer  it  as  they  understood  it. 

On  the  first  arrangement  the  agreement  was  easy  and  might  last ;  vagueness 
and  doubt  begun  with  the  second  understanding.  In  fact,  to  declare  that  to  the 
Ueiicans  should  be  lef!  to  make  choice  of  their  form  of  government,  was  to  say 
that  they  regarded  the  government  of  Juarez  as  less  regular  than  the  future 
^Temment,  such  as  might  be,  that  which  afforded  the  surest  guarantee. 

In  thia  second  arrangement  lay  the  germ  of  difficulty  of  disagreement,  each 
of  the  three  powers  being  entitled  to  interpret  it  differently,  according  to  its 
opinions  or  private  wishes.  Two  things  are  equally  incontestable:  First,  the  three 
powers  thought  the  presence  of  the  allied  troops  woald  lead  on  to  a  rising  of  the 
people,  and  the  subversion  of  the  government;  next,  it  was  evidently  privately 
lutdentood  that  the  civil  war  in  the  United  States  should  be  taken  advantage 
of  to  found  in  Mexico  a  government  able  to  check  the  expansion  of  the  great 
republic,  suspected  of  wishing  to  absorb  Mexico  and  Central  America,  at  least 
i«  far  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 

Kngland,  who  only  thought  of  the  preponderance  of  her  commercial  interests, 
left  to  the  others,  according  to  her  wont,  tho  greater  part  of  the  expense  and 
reiipoiisibility.  Spain,  who  made  pretension  to  play  the  leading  part,  dreamed 
of  making  Mexico  one  of  her  dependencies,  and  if  the  throne  should  be  restored 
io  Mexico,  of  placing  a  Bourbon  thereon.  The  French  government,  if  it  wished 
■  monarchy,  certainly  did  not  want  it  for  a  Bourbon,  which  soon  dissipated  the 
vieirs  of  Spain,  and  explained  the  strange  part  which  General  Prim  made  his 
troops  play. 

The  three  governments  were  alike  deceived  in  their  expectations.  The  in- 
ventors of  the  candidature  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian  haii  annonnced  as  cer- 
laiu  a  general pr0»«)ictafflim/o/  but  the  country  did  not  stir,  and,  as  General 
Lotenez  acknowledged  in  his  order  of  the  day  at  Pueblo,  the  resistance  sur- 
passed all  anticipations ;  consequently,  the  calculations  settled  upon  being  found 
mistaken,  it  was  necessary  to  think  of  new  combinations,  and  to  change  the 
natural  current  of  the  expedition. 

Then  it  was  that  the  opposition  accentuated  its  protests,  its  notices,  and  called 
the  government  only  to  follow  up  "  rejmration  of  its  wrongs."  All  waa  useless. 
The  counsels  of  wisdom  and  sound  policy  were  considered  as  acta  of  systematic 
Wlility,  as  a  want  of  patciotisin.  Themajority  of  the  legislative  body,  by  votea, 
lbe  official  jouruala,  royalist  and  clerical,  by  their  approbation  encouraged  the 
government  to  follow  up  the  expedition  alone.  Thus  encouraged  the  govern- 
ment went  to  extremes;  our  army  entered  Mextoo,  the  monarchy  was  re-estab- 
lialied,  and  the  Archduke  Maximilian  mounted  the  throne  of  Montezuma.  To-day 
he  is  on  the  way  to  Miramar. 
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La  France  pretenda  tbat  tbe  opposition  should  glory  in  re- vindicating  a.  etwK 
of  responsibility  in  this  great  check.  Why!  a  pnrt  in  the  responBihility  for  an 
enterprise  which  it  hlamed  in  its  first  days,  of  which  it  pointed  out  the  dangers, 
annonnoed  the  lesalt,  nnd  against  which  it  has  never  ceased  to  protest  t  Yoa 
don't  speak  seriously.  If  the  expedition  had  succeeded  vou  would  have  re- 
proached the  oppoi>itioii  for  iU  false  calculations,  its  preaictionn  confuted  b^ 
events ;  you  would  have  chiimed  alt  the  glory  for  yourself.  Well,  then,  keep  all 
tho  responsibility  for  the  check,  for  it  is  not  you  that  it  weighs  upon  eicla- 
aively. 

A.  PEYBAT. 


[Eoclosute  No.  4,— From  lie  Temps,  Paria,  Kovembcr  30,  ISG6.— TraoBlslion.] 

La  France  persists  in  charging  upon  our  check  in  Sfexico  the  shortcomiags 
of  the  country.  The  enterprise  was  "grand,"  and  the  goremment  had  tb« 
honor  of  it ;  the  winding  up  was  "  sad,"  and  the  fault  of  this  Kea  on  the  Freneli 
people.  Power  "nobly  sacrifices  its  wishes  to  the  nation  from  which  itemi- 
nates;  "  but  those  projects  were  unimpeachable;  nothing  whs  wanting  to  their 
anccess  hut;  agreement  of  opinion.  "  Even  now,  should  our  soldiers  return  from 
their  cloiious  expedition  before  the  purpose  is  gained  for  which  the  enlerpnee 
was  planned,  it  is  because  public  sentiment  baa  spoken  out  in  the  chambers  and 
elsewhere  in  a  sense  contrary  to  keeping  np  our  intervendon." 

Here  you  have  what  is  well  understood.  All  tbe  annoying  anticipations  of 
pnblic  opinion  have  been  realized  ;  nevertheless,  it  is  that  which  is  wrong;  it  is 
that  public  opinion  which  lias  done  all  the  mischief.  The  responaibility  for  the 
present  state  of  things  ninst  not  he  misplaced.  The  government  of  the  Emperor 
nad  conceived  a  great  thing ;  it  pursued  its  realization  with  perseverance  wor- 
thy of  tbe  grandeur  of  tbe  purpose,  and  with  a  loftiness  of  views  irorthy  of  llie 
policy  of  France. 

The  army,  on  its  part,  had  accomplished  its  mission  with  its  traditionsl 
bravery.  In  Mexico  it  gathered  fiesh  laurels  around  the  crown  of  its  gloiy. 
It  has  not  fallen  hack  before  any  conquering  enemy,  nor  in  presence  of  any 
menace ;  it  leaves  Mexico  becanse  a  higher  will  has  uttered  the  wish  that  a 
term  should  be  put  to  the  Mexican  expeaition. 

So  tbe  matter  admits  no  doubt ;  not  only  is  it  public  sentiment,  perceived  by 
tho  opposition,  which,  expressed  out  here  for  the  recall  of  our  troops,  has  caused 
"the  vanishing  at  once  of  all  the  forcts'that  sustained  Maximilian;"  but  it  is 
opinion,  even  opinion  alone,  that  invited  the  withdrawal  of  our  soldiers.  Tbia 
withdrawal  is  not  brought  on  by  tbe  recognition  of  our  powcrleasnees  to  found 
anything  in  Mexico ;  even  at  this  hour,  by  maintaining  our  interventJou,  we 
might  achieve  a  glorious  end  for  the  expedition,  and  would  incur  no  danger. 
But  public  opinion  has  pronounced  for  the  recall  of  onr  intervention,  and  tbe 
authority  inclines  to  it ;  only  as  opinion  has  not  had  in  this  sense  any  legiti- 
mate reason  which  draws  it  out,  cither  from  the  interior  of  lifexico,  or  from  the 
possibility  of  foreign  complications,  or  any  other  considerations,  it  follows  ibal 
tbe  wish  of  tbe  country  is  purely  a.  caprice;  and  an  inexplicable  caprice.  The 
Freoch  people  has  shown  itself  unworthy  of  understanding  and  carrying 
through  ibis  gi-eat  enterprise  of  civilization.  Honor  to  every  one,  even  Maxi- 
milian who  flies ;  but  it  must  be  imputed  as  a  regrettable  error  to  the  nation 
this  want  of  courage,  this  fatal  wiuding  up  ! 

Such  is  the  way  they  reasoa  in  a  country  of  Qniversal  suffrage,  and  are  aston 
ubed  to  hear  us  say  that  snch  language  is  on  injury  to  tbe  coiintiT'.     "  Histoiy 
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^«ed  from  contemponuieoQB  prejudlc«e  and  paesions,  will  certainly  do  justice," 
France  enyft,  "  to  tbe  great  aim  of  which  thia  ploriouB  enterprise  was  the  means." 
What,  then,  will  history  say  of  the  people  which  refused  association  with  thia 
"gnndiose  attempt,"  except  that  it  was  a  nation  cowardly  and  degenerate! 
ffe  supplicate  La  France  to  advance  for  ua  a  little  the  hour  of  history,  and  not 
deprive  na  any  longer  of  our  appreciation  of  the  voluptuous  pleasare  of  adniira- 
lioii,  so  rare  in  these  days.  Let  her  show  ue  the  great  aim,  admirable  yet  con- 
coded,  for  which  the  expedition  to  Uexico  was  to  he  the  means;  let  na  know 
thia  unknown  plan;  let  her  show  it  written  oat  in  authentic  documents;  let 
her  produce  these  official  papers,  of  which  history  will  have  need  to  judge 
of  this  mysteriooa  conception ;  let  her,  in  fine,  tell  us  under  what  solemn  cir- 
cnmstance,  through  what  anthoriied  org;an,  the  government  invited  the  nation 
to  concur  in  its  vast  projects  by  making  them  known  to  it;  for,  if  the  nation 
was  ignorant  of  them,  how  can  you  reproach  it  for  not  having  adopted  them 
with  enthusiasm  T  If  the  recovery  of  some  debts  and  reparation  for  some  inju- 
ries have  been  the  sole  canses  assigned  hy  our  authority  for  the  expedition,  is 
that  the  reason  why  public  opinion  could  divine  the  faiddea  canses  1  She  has 
predicted  what  has  happened.  In  return  for  all  your  splendid  prophecies, 
"  which,"  do  yon  say  to  ns,  "  has  been  realized  t  " 

There  is  a  dictnm  to  express  that  which  opinion  has  always  felt  aud  always 
said  since  the  ontset  of  the  Mexican  affair:  "  The  game  is  not  worth  the  candle." 
Tbe  expression  is  vulgar;  bnt  who  can  now  say  that  the  expression  was  not 
apt  and  just  I  The  "  last  victory,"  you  say,  must  always  be  carried  hy  opinion. 
Is  that  eooagh  1  And  who  does  not  see  that  his  triuniph  comes  too  late  when 
prodnced,  after  a  manner,  at  the  last  moment  7  Who  does  not  see  that  it  is 
opinion  that  should  carry  things  before  it  at  once,  and  that  it  is  necessary,  in 
order  that  it  be  manifest  in  season,  to  count  upon  checks  and  mistakes,  and  to 
meet  them  all,  those  popular  freedoms,  without  which  it  rests  unknown  and 
pivedesB  1 

But  no  !  rather  than  draw  conclusions  from  the  event,  you  prefer  to  say  that 
opinion  went  aatray ;  the  error  helonga  to  it  and  not  to  yon.  Ah  I  you  know 
welt  the  fortune  of  Cassandra  ;  hut  the  fable  itself  has  not  told  ua  that  aflier  the 
fall  of  Troy  there  were  still  Trojans  weak  enough  to  wonder  at  the  wooden 
hora^  and  to  jeer  at  the  daughter  of  Priam. 


CEncloture  No.  5. — From  tbe  Jonmal  des  Dcbats,  November  S8.] 

It  would  be  high  time  to  write  dispassionately  about  the  Hexicnn  question 
DOW  that  fate  has  prononnced,  and  that  it  might  be  considered  as  almost  within 
the  domaia  of  history.     But  really  it  is  putting  the  patience  of  the  enlightened 

Krtion  of  the  community  to  a  test  far  above  its  powers  to  frame,  as  has  just 
en  done,  a  regular  indictment  against  the  French  people,  whose  faltering,  we 
ue  told,  has  upset  and  disconcerted  the  grand  designs  of -its  government.  A 
little  nmnory  is  sufficient  to  enable  the  public  to  ascertain  that  popular  opinion 
is  no  more  answerable  for  the  issue  than  for  the  ontaet  of  that  nndertaking,  and 
that,  on  that  question,  as  on  all  uthers,  the  government  was  left  wholly  unfet- 
tered. The  votes  of  the  chamber  are  there  to  prove  it.  The  trnth  is,  that  pub- 
lic opinion,  warned  by  that  marvellous  instinct  of  self-preservation  which  com- 
munities possess  in  toe  same  dra;ree  as  organized  beings,  felt  alarmed  at  the  con- 
wqnencee  of  the  Mexican  expedition,  at  the  very  time  that  that  expedition  was 
ezposing  na  to  a  serious  risk,  which  no  seriona  interest  justified  the  country  ia 
13  Ua.  f--  I 
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incurring.  The  French  public  watched  at  first  with  more  cnrioeity  tban  appre- 
henBion  the  attempt  that  was  being  made  to  found  an  empire  in  Mexico,  noa  to 
BBtabliah  an  Anetrian  archduke  on  the  Mexican  throne.  Without  feeliofr  any 
degree  of  intereat  in  the  regeneration  of  the  Latin,  or  rather  the  Indn  I«dD, 
raccB  in  that  distant  region,  without  feeling  the  slightest  deeire  to  reduce  to  rab- 
jection  a  new  Algeria,  at  such  a  distance  from  our  coasts,  the  French  public  at  Gnt 
viewed  with  patience  Ibe  Mexican  expedition,  regarding  it  asakind  of  costly  and 
riaky  experiment,  which  might  possibly  turn  out  well.  That  which  changed  tbe 
public  feeling,  which  abruptly  ended  that  relative  indifference,  was  tbe  aspect  of 
the  United  States,  relieved  of  the  cares  of  their  civil  war,  their  open  hoatilily 
toward  the  Mexican  expedition,  and  their  determination  to  oppose  it.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  sudden  apparition  of  such  an  adversary  woald  only  hare 
acted  as  a  stimulant  on  public  opinion,  and  roused  the  national  spirit  among  ne, 
if  the  French  people  had  really  thought  that  their  interests  or  their  honor  were 
involved  in  tbe  success  of  the  Mexican  venture.  But  the  idea  of  going  to  war 
with  the  United  States  to  solve  in  our  own  way  the  philosophical  question  of  the 
regeneration  of  the  Latin  races,  or  the  equally  idle  question  of  the  relative  adviD- 
tages  of  a  monarcby  over  a  republic,  was  not  calculated  to  become  popular,  and 
induce  France  to  submit  to  such  a  heavy  sacrifice  of  blood.  It  is  from  that  day 
that  popular  opinion,  deeply  roused,  was  able  to  exercise  indirectly  some  infln- 
ence  on  the  decisions  of  the  government.  But  let  us  be  just.  Kven  if  that  in- 
fluence had  not  existed,  the  final  resolve  of  the  French  government  would  have 
been  the  same,  for  the  simple  reason  tint  it  never  etmtemplated  founding  Max- 
imilian't  throne  at  the  eott  of  a  war  mth  the  UnUed  State*.  It  is,  therefore,  in- 
sincere to  say  that  it  is  tbe  nation  which  restrained  tbe  govemmeot,  which  was  cer- 
tainly wise  enough  to  restrain  itself.  Instead  of  charging  the  nation  with  faltering, 
when,  after  all,  it  has  done  nothing  to  recommend  and  approve  a  retreat  so  neced- 
sary  that  it  would  be  carried  out  even  if  public  opinion  were  so  ill  advised  as  lo 
disapprove  it,  why  not  acknowledge  that  tbe  Mexican  undertaking  was  founded 
on  two  opinions,  both  of  which  events  have  shown  to  be  wrong  t  The  first  wis 
that  tbe  great  majority  of  the  Mexican  population  wouldbeiavorable  tothenew 
empire,  and  that  the  disBidents  could  be  reduced  without  any  great  difiicnlly; 
tbe  second — which  was  far  more  important  ae  to  the  future  prospects  of  tbe  un- 
dertaking— was  that  the  American  Union  was  hopelessly  destroyed,  that  tbe 
South  would  heat  the  North,  and  would  form  a  bulwark  for  the  new  empire. 
These  were  the  conditions  on  which  the  success  of  the  empire  depended,  fiat, 
while  tbe  first  was  secondary — as  with  time,  blood,  and  money,  the  Mexican  dis- 
sidents must  have  been  reduced  to  submission — tbe  second  was  vital,  as  the  idea 
of  foundinganempireat  the  gates  of  the  resuscitated  United  States,  and  at  the  cost 
of  a  war  with  them,  amid  never  have  entered  any  mortal  head.  In  fact,  fate  has 
now  pronounced,  and  it  may  be  stated  thut  if  Maximilian's  abdication  be  only 
dated  yesterday,  tbe  real  date  of  bis  UA\  goes  back  to  the  capture  of  Atlanta, 
and  Charleston,  and  to  the  surrender  of  Kichmond.  His  fall  was  even  fore- 
shadowed by  tbe  two  despatches  by  which  England  and  Russia  refused  to  join 
tbe  French  government  to  propose  a  mediation  and  an  armistice  between  the  fed- 
erals and  the  confederates.  The  failure  of  (be  Mexican  expedition  rests,  thercforr, 
on  two  errors  of  judgment,  from  which  the  expedition  originated.  Illusions  were 
entertained  as  to  the  internal  state  of  Mexico,  and  as  to  tbe  probable  issue  of 
tbe  war  in  the  United  States.  That  it  would  have  been  better  not  to  have  made 
these  two  mistakes  all  the  world  agrees  ;  hut  there  is  a  newspaper  which  allows 
itself  to  be  mastered  by  its  zeal  to  such  a  degree  as  to  pretend  that  if  the  expe- 
dition failed  it  is  the  country  that  is  responsihle  for  tbe  blunder.  It  is  enough 
to  reply  to  that  paper  that  it  is  mistakeo,  and  that  no  one  labors  under  that  mis- 
take but  itself. 

DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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AboDt  ten  montfas  since  I«  Preaee,  discussing  the  Meiican  Question  with  La 
Prance,  tfae  Utter  joamal  maintained,  tliat  the  expedition  had  fully  com  plotted  its 
porpoee,  that  purpose  never  having  been  to  found  a  monarclij'  in  Mexico,  but 
«Dty  to  obtain  reparation  from  that  government  without  scruple.  La  Presse  in 
ntin  pioteated.  On  the  approach  of  the  debates  in  tlie  legielative  body.La  France 
ihoagbt  neceflsarr  to  give  the  Mexican  enterprise  these  moderaW  proportiona. 
At  this  A*.y,  <m  roe  contrary,  it  is  La  France,  taking  the  opinion  suslaiiied  by 
La  Preeee  ten  months  earlier,  declares  that  the  expeditiou  to  Mexico  was  a  meaua, 
and  that  the  end  was  very  different. 

Id  truth,  this  controversy,  which  might  have  had  an  interest  in  the  month  of 
Febniary,  1866,  has  only  a  historic  interest  in  the  month  of  November,  for 
whatever  the  purpose  it  matters  little  to  know,  because  the  purpose  failed. 

Waa  it  purposed  only  to  protect  our  countrymen,  and  to  realise  the  pitiful 
sums  due  to  ns  from  Mexico?  The  object  baa  certainly  failed,  for  Mexico,  in 
this  mouA  sf  November,  1866,  owes  more  than  she  owed  us  in  the  month  of 
November,  1861  ^  and  as  for  our  countrymen,  exclusive  of  there  having  died  in 
five  yearx  a  much  greater  number  by  war,  connected  with  yellow  fever,  than 
would  have  died  in  twenty  years  of  civil  discord  in  Mexii-o,  it  is  difficult  to  be- 
lieve that  in  the  future  they  will  be  better  protected,  more  liked,  more  respected 
than  the  J  wexe  before. 

If  it  were  porposed  to  re-.establish  in  Mexico  that  clerical  party,  which,  after 
having  distnraed  it  for  more  than  forty  years,  went  oat  of  power  in  1857,  and 
was  definitivelT  striken  down  in  the  last  months  of  1860,  the  object  again 
failed,  for  hardly  had  we  reached  Mexico,  accompanied  by  (lie  piincipal  leaderd 
of  that  party,  than  we  were  obliged  to  turn  it  out  rudely  from  the  control  of 

Was  it  intended  to  found  a  monarchy  in  the  midet  of  republican  America  t 
The  return  of  Maximilian  shows  plainly  enough  how  that  encceeded.  Was  it 
purposed,  in  fine,  to  oppose  a  barrier  to  the  ambittou  of  the  United  States,  and 
(o  ute  expaaeioD  of  (he  Anglo-Saxon  race  in  the  New  World  }  Was  it,  iu  a 
word,  the  application,  by  means  which  are  not  our  own,  of  the  intercontiuentat 
policy,  which  we  object  to  ?  The  precipitate  departure  of  Mr.  Campbell  and 
General  Sherman,  the  alliance  more  intimate  than  heretofore  between  the  Mex~ 
ican  United  States  and  the  United  States,  show  sufficiently  th^  we  have  not 
aacceeded. 

Whut,  then,  remains  to  us  for  these  five  years  of  effortn  and  sacrifices  ?  There 
remains  one  precious  thing — a  lesson. 

To  Fiance  the  Mexican  affair  teaches  that  tlie  policy  of  intervention  is  pow- 
erless, and  the  system  of  permanent  armies  fall  of  peril.  To  the  government  it 
teaches  the  aterility  of  the  j'lufe  milieu  system, 

The  policy  of  intervention  has  not  anywhere  been  exercised  bo  actively  as 
ID  the  Hiapano -American  republics.  The  minister  of  Kuropean  powers  accred- 
ited to  thoee  republics  had  no  other  occupation  than  to  plead  the  wrongs  of  their 
conntrymea.  (men  government  yields  to  avoid  a  confiict.  Sometimes  it  lesiata, 
and  ends  in  those  military  demonstrations  which  so  often  occur.  But  those 
demonatrattODS  are  powerless.  This  is  demonstrated  in  the  history  of  Mexico 
for  twenty  years,  and  if  it  be  decided  to  act  more  energetically,  yon  come  to 
those  blind  alleys  with  no  outlets  which  are  called  the  conquest  of  Algeria  and 
the  expedition  (o  Mexico. 

The  only  reasoQable  thing  to  do  is,  therefore,  once  for  all,  that  our  country- 
inen,  in  ezpatmtiag  theowelves,  act  at  their  own  risk  and  perils ;  that  they  accept 
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Id  advance  the  chaDcee,  good  or  ba<l,  of  expatiiation;  that  tbey  have,  in  anar- 

guence,  no  aid  lo  expect  from  citizens  wbo,  not  mnnhig  the  chances  of  the 
appy  accidents  of  euch  enterprieee,  don't  expect  to  suffer  the  ill  conseqnencea ; 
ana  this  declaration  should  be  absolnte  in  the  interest  of  all ;  in  the  interest  of 
thoge  who,  in  eelf-eipatriation,  vill  make  for  themselyesno  daugerons  illusioiM; 
in  the  intereit,  alwve  all,  of  Franco,  who  will  not  risk  being  drawn  by  her 
eeDeiosity  into  enteipiiaeB  of  no  result.  But  that  this  policy  shonlJ  in  earnest 
be  adopted,  a  declaration  is  not  anfficient ;  there  mnat  be  a  aancUon ;  there  muBt 
be  diearmament. 

To  desiie  that  a  government  should  maintain  a  lai^  army,  and  to  require 
tliat  it  should  remaiaiuactive,  is  to  require  what  is  absurd  and  impracticable.  It 
is  lo  require  what  ia  absurd,  because  if  you  want  a  good  army,  it  must  be  inured 
to  war,  and  that  it  may  be  iunred  to  war  it  must  be  that  with  iuterrals  of  five, 
ten,  or  fifteen  years,  which  pass  between  two  greot  European  wars,  there  are 
lesser  wars  which  keep  the  army  in  breath.  It  is  to  require  what  is  imprac^- 
coblc,  for  a  goTeroment  with  an  army  cannot  leave  it  inaclire  for  a  thousand 
reaaons  wliicb  all  the  world  underatand  very  well.  There  must,  therefore,  be 
room  for  the  manceuvring  of  this  military  force  and  an  off-drain  for  ita  need  for 
action.  Under  the  govemmeut  of  July,  there  was  Algeria  and  Abd-el-Kader ; 
under  the  second  empire,  there  is  Mexico  and' Juarez.  Frankly,  where  is  the 
difference  ?  Has  Mexico  cost  more  men  and  more  money  than  Algeria  I  No, 
only  Mexico  borders  on  the  United  States,  while  Algeria  borders  on  Morocco; 
that  iB  all  the  difference.  Suppose  that  Algeria  bordered  on  a  state  aa  powerful 
as  North  America,  it  would  have  been  abandoned  long  ago.  Suppose  Mexico 
hiid  for  neighbor  only  a  state  powerless  aa  is  Morocco,  how  many  good  reasons 
tliere  would  have  been  for  remaining  there. 

Those  joumala  which  wish  the  maintenance,  the  extension  of  armaments- 
armed  peace,  in  a  word — and  which  crv  out  bitterly  agaiast  the  expedition  to 
Mexico,  the  Si^de,  the  Opinion  Nationaie,  the  Temps,  who  declare  tbemselvN 
partisans  of  the  policy  of  intervention,  and  yet  blame  intervention  in  Mexiro, 
are  titnply  inconsistent.  If  the  government  had  not  its  hands  full  with  Mexico, 
they  would  probably  have  dragged  it  into  Poland.  Frankly,  what  would  France 
have  gainca  thereby,  and' in  what  respect  is  it  leas  gloriona  to  go  and  protect 
our  countrymen  in  Mexico,  than  to  go  and  protect  the  Poles  in  Poland.  It  i* 
less  dangerous,  that  is  all.  In  what  regards  the  policy  of  intervenUon,  the  lessoa 
is  therefore  complete.  It  is  not  the  leas  severe  on  ihejtuCe  milieu.  What  were 
the  two  radical  policies  to  be  adopted  toward  America  1  On  one  side  was  our 
policy,  that  of  non  intervention  ;  on  the  other  side,  the  policy  set  forth  in  tha 
letter  of  3d  July,  a  policy  having  for  obji^ct  to  found  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  a 
powerful  state,  becoming  the  centre  of  the  Spanish  republics,  and  opposing  ■ 
barrier  to  the  expansion  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  in  the  New  World.  Good  or 
bad,  our  policy  was  precise  ;  good  or  bad,  the  policy  of  the  3d  July  had  the 
merit  of  being  a  policy,  and  we  do  nut  even  say  that  it  would  not  have  been  grand, 
imposing.  • 

One  policy  having  been  put  aside,  what  did  sound  logic  coansel?  It  conuselled 
to  follow  up  with  reaolution  the  policy  of  the  3d  July. 

From  the  moment  of  action  in  an  interest  opposed  to  that  of  the  American 
Uniou,  the  day  hhould  not  have  been  waited  for  when  peace,  re-established  by 
the  capture  of  Richmond,  would  permit  the  cabinet  at  Washington  to  call  upon 
us  for  the  evacuation  of  Mexico.  It  was  logic  to  recognize  the  southern  con- 
fcdeiiicy ;  it  was  not  logical  to  place  the  new  government  we  were  founding  ia 
Mexico  in  an  impossible  finanual  condition,  and,  in  place  of  authorizing  loons 
which  would  not  have  given  her  more  than  thirty  millions  disposables,  it  was 
neceEsary  to  guarantee  a  suitable  loan.  It  was  sound  sense  to  say  reeolnlely 
lo  the  country  :  This  ia  what  you  have  to  do ;  the  indefinite  aggrandizement  of 
the  North  American  republic  appears  to  be  to  us  a  danger  as  great  as  the  amU- 
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tion  of  RaBsia.  We  went  to  stop  Russin  at  Bebastnpol ;  we  go  to  Mexico  to 
interpose  a  dike  to  the  American  fleet.  For  tLiB  we  need  many  men  and  much 
money,  for  if  France  is  not  bound  to  undertake  everything,  eho  ia  bonnd  to 
succeed  in  what  she  does  undertake.  The  moment  is  opportnne,  for  the  dis^en- 
riooB  in  America  furnish  ue  aa  excellent  opportunity ;  the  object  is  grand,  it 
only  needs  the  means  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  object.  The  goremment  we 
may  found  there  must  not  be  in  dependence  on  a  French  general.  We  must 
give  it  the  reaaurcea  necessary  for  the  organization  of  an  immense  country, 
whose  natural  resources  are  considerable,  but  whose  disposable  reeourcPS  are 
nothing.  In  this  way,  would  the  undertaking  have  succeeded  7  It  is  difficult 
to  say  after  the  affair  is  over,  bnt  we  sincerely  think  it.  We  believe  that  if.  in 
1864,  at  the  moment  when  Doblado  and  a  great  many  of  the  liberal  leaders 
offered  to  rally  round  the  empire,  there  had  been  in  Itfexico  a  government  inda- 
pendent  and  furnished  with  sufficient  resources,  it  could  have  been  suatained 
Bow  many  years  it  would  have  lasted  we  do  not  know. 

What  changea  it  might  have  undergone,  we  know  not,  bnt  in  any  event 
it  wonld  have  beeu  founded,  and  the  object  of  the  expedition  would  have  been 
achieved.  In  place  of  that,  we  adopted  half-way  measures.  It  has  been  said 
in  the  newspapers  that  Mexico  had  an  organized  army,  and  a  well  balanced 
budget.  Twenty-five  thousand  men  were  sent  to  Mexico,  when  fifty  thousand 
were  needed  to  pacify  that  country ;  two  insufficient  loans  were  allowed  to  be 
made,  in  place  of  guaranteeing  at  once  in  good  faith  a  loan  which  would  have, 
yielded  abundantly  at  low  interest  the  indispensable  amounts.  There  is  what 
La  France  has  never  ceased  to  praise,  for  it  is  the  triumph  of  the  policy  of 
between  two.  When  Mr.  Jnlea  Favre  advised  to  make  a  finiah  of  Mexico 
by  giving  it  up  to  itself,  and  when  Marshal  Forey  advised  making  an  end  of 
it  by  Bending  out  a  sufficient  army.  La  France  found  fault  with  these  two 
extreme  opinions.  *'  Neither  re-enforcen  or  abandon,"  said  that  paper ;  "  a  little 
action,  ana  abandon  at  the  end,  that  is  policy."  When  wc  said  dou't  l^nd  money 
to  Mexico,  and  when  we  said  :  "  Don't  authorize  indirect  loans  and  inadequate 
to  nanrions  charges,  hut  lend  all  that  is  wanted  or  don't  lend  at  all ;  guarantee 
the  loan  or  don't  guarantee  it."  La  France  cried  out:  "  Wilful  men,  be  si- 
lent, the  truth  is  in  the  bttween  two  conditions.  You  are  wrong  to  be  willing 
not  to  lend  to  Mexico  anything,  and  you  are  wrong  to  be  willing  to  lend 
her  too  much.  You  know  you  are  wrong  not  to  authorize  a  loan ;  you 
know  you  are  wrong  to  guarantee  one.  It  should  be  a  small  loan  and  a  half- 
way guamntee."  And  yet  at  this  day  it  is  La  France  that  boldly  puts  forward 
this  queettoQ :  On  whom  rests  the  responsibility  for  the  check  ?  The  check  ! 
It  is  on  you,  only  on  you.  It  lies  not  on  the  army,  always  victorious  in  Me.xicn  ; 
it  is  not  on  Maximilian,  wanting  in  adei^uate  financial  resources ;  it  is  not  on 
QS, who  have  never  ceased  to  protest;  nor  even  on  the  primitive  idea  of  the 
expedition ;  it  rests  on  the  bettccen  tioo  policy,  which  enei-vated  the  action  of 
government  without  stopping  it,  and  which,  in  place  of  having  an  understand- 
ing with  the  opposition  to  blame  the  undertaking,  only  allied  itaelf  with  the 
idea  of  the  government  to  render  it  powerless,  by  connseliing  halT-way  mca- 
sarea  iu  a  business  where  the  choice  lay  between  inaction  and  action  the  moat 
teMluCe.  That  won't  hinder  the  jiute  miheu  from  declaring  themselves  the 
only  political  spirits  of  the  age,  but  will  the  lesson  profit  the  government  or 
the  country.  In  such  case,  coatly  as  it  may  be,  we  shall  not  count  it  too 
dear. 

CLEMENT  DUVEENOIS. 
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PUBLIC  OPINIOPi. 

The  journals  which  coDDsened  the  Meziciiii  expedition,  aod  afberwards  wished 
it  ehould  continue  in  place  of  adhering  to  the  convention  of  La  Soledad,  are  Da- 
turally  much  embarrnHBed  in  vieir  of  the  resnits  obtuned.  That  whieb  might 
best  happen  to  ue  alter  five  years  of  efforts  a&d  Bacrifices  ia  to  obtain  to-day  the 
lame  benefits,  the  same  guarantecB,  which  wore  effected  for  ne  in  1561,  and 
which  then  were  repelled  with  disdain.  There  would  still  he  a  difference  ia 
favor  of  the  convention  of  Soledad,  becanee  in  1861  we  treated  directly  fvitb 
the  Mexicans,  while  at  this  day  the  United  States  will  mix  ap  in  the  contract 
in  a  manner  to  establish  iudiBputably  their  controlling  influence  over  Mexico. 

A  war  nndertnken  for  the  purpose  of  placing  a  barrier  against  an  invnsion  of 
the  New  World  by  the  republicaua  of  the  North  will  then  have  had  for  reantt 
definitively  the  haetening  of  such  invaeion. 

This  is  sad  beyond  doubt,  and  we  understand  tbejoumalB  which  coantelled  tbe 
expedition  mnet  be  annoyed  at  the  leeponBibility  they  have  incurred;  but  what 
is  almost  laughable  is  the  effort  they  are  making  to  throw  this  reBponnibility 
on  public  opinion,  which  at  first  favoring  the  enterprise,  afterwardB  manifested 
fears  which  did  not  permit  the  government  to  finish  a  work  the  success  of  which 
was  assured. 

La  France,  who  snst«iaed  the  argument  against  Le  Temps,  would  be  obligii^ 
if  she  would  let  ns  know  by  what  signs  she  recognizes  the  aatisfactioa  or  dis- 
content of  public  opinion. 

If  we  adhere  to  the  letter  of  the  constitatiou,  public  opinion  baa  no  lawful 
interpreter  other  than  the  legislative  body ;  but  we  would  l^e  to  know  what  dif- 
ference tlKre  was  between  the  approving  votes  of  1862,  of  1863  and  of  1864. 
and  the  apprqving  votes  of  ]86d  and  186G.  Is  it  that  the  white  ballota  ca»t 
into  the  urns  by  honorable  members  should  change  their  significance  from  one 
year  to  another  1 

Is  it  that  wishing  to  say  in  1862  "We  approve  your  policy,"  the  same  ballot 
would  say  in  1865  and  1866,  "  Your  policy  frighwns  us  1"  Upon  irfiat  might 
one  judge  that  the  ballots  had  so  changed  their  signification,  and  that  "  yes  "  no 
longer  means  "  yes  1"  La  France  woald  be  still  more  embarraaeed  to  explain 
that  she  is  not  embarrassed  in  justifying  the  advice  she  has  been  giving  for  five 
years. 

The  tmth  is,  the  lawful  expression  of  opinion  is  constantly  brought  ont  in 
the  8ame  way  ;  there  is  not  a  day  when  an  attempt  is  not  made  to  oppose  the 
continuation  of  the  Mexican  expedition.  The  majority  approved  in  166S,  when 
Mr.  fiillault,  answering  to  Jules  Favre,  declared  they  could  not  be  content  with 
the  treaty  of  Soledad,  but  had  no  thought  of  establishing  an  empire  in  llexico ; 
the  majority  has  remained  unshaken  ^  since  our  troops  have  gone  through  a 
thousand  perils,  Mr.  Thiers  said,  with  reason,  that  the  only  wise  thing  to  do  was 
to  treat  with  Mr.  Juarez. 

The  majority  could  not  longer  hesitate  when  they  saw  the  establishment  of 
the  empire  of  Mexico  give  contradiction  to  the  assertions  of  Mr.  Billault.  The 
majority  has  remained  compact  when  a  clear-sighted  opposition  anticipated 
difficulties  between  France  and  the  United  States.  The  majority,  the  lawfnl 
organ  of  opinions,  has  then  fully,  confidently,  incessantly  shared  in  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  enterprise,  not  merely  in  its  primitive  conception  and  in  its  general 
bearings,  bat  also  in  its  various  phases. 

Thna  of  these  two  which  compoae  the  chambers,  one  has  been  clear-sighted,  the 
other  has  deceived  itself.  The  constitutional  opposittou  was  not  bliuded  for  a 
single  day  j  from  the  beginuing  it  foresaw  the  usae,  and  has  eveiy  year  given 
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oonnseU  tbatmiglit  soon  close  the  enterprise.  In  1862  it  roted  for  the  treaty 
of  Soledad.  In  1864  it  proposed  to  tieat  with  the  Mexican  government;  it  has 
always  combatted  the  idea  of  the  establishment  of  a  moniu-chy  in  Sfexico. 
While  it  iras  counted  in  favor  of  this  establishment  on  the  triamph  of  the  con- 
federates over  the  federal  cause,  the  left  side  never  ceased  to  foresee  the  triumph 
of  the  Union ;  and  while  illusions  were  entertained  on  the  sentiments  of  Mexico 
and  its  immediate  resources,  tljc  left  never  ceased  to  diHsipaCe  those  illusiond 
by  stating  the  facts  precisely,  and  producing  the  figures.  Wliich  of  the  two 
constitutional  fractions  of  the  chambers  has  given  proof  on  this  occasion  of  the 
greatest  discernment  and  of  true  political  skill.  Has  it  been  the  fraction  which 
voted  with  Mr.  Jules  Favre  and  Mr.  Tliiers,  or  the  fraction  which  voted  afterwards 
on  the  counsels  of  Mr.  Billanlt  and  Mr.  Rouherl  Such  'u  the  question  as  it 
stands,  and  anch  it  is  well  to  place  it  before  electoral  France.  As  for  me,  if  entry 
to  the  chamber  through  the  gate  of  official  candidature,  to  go  and  take  my  scat 
on  the  benches  with  the  majority,  I  had  for  five  years  approved  the  divers  phases 
of  the  expedition,  I  should  reason  thns: 

I  thought  I  did  well.  I  would  say  I  have  no  reproach  of  conscience  in 
voting  with  Mr.  Billault  and  Mr.  Ronhcr.  I  thouglit  I  voted  in  the  interest  of 
the  country ;  but  1  sec  well  I  was  mistaken,  for  T  voted  in  1862  with  Mr.  Jules 
Favre,  and  in  1865  with  Mr.  Thiers  ;  [  would  have  spared  my  constituents  many 
noeless  sacrifices  and  the  government  many  a  mortiGcaiion.  The  conservative 
interest  is  therefore  not  that  i  always  vote  according  to  ministerial  speeches;  it 
means  that  I  sometimes  vote  in  accor  lance  with  the  opposition.  Perhaps  po- 
liticians, who  are  themselves  perfectly  at  home  in  Mexican  affairs,  somutimes 
give  some  foresight  to  the  examination  of  questions  of  finance  and  the  discussion 
of  domestic  questions.  I  shall  this  year  listen  to  them  with  more  attention,  give 
them  more  confidence,  and  in  some  cases  vote  with  them. 

That  is  what  I  would  eay  if  I  was  a  member  of  the  majoriiy,  and  if  I  was 
an  elector  voting  for  the  official  candidate  I  should  reason  in  an  analogous  manner. 
I  have  voted  for  the  candidate  my  prefect  recommended  ;  being  conservative, 
I  thought  I  acted  judiciously.  I  have  been  told  a  liberal  chamlier  will  prevent 
the  government  &om  doing  great  things,  and  I  have  been  willing  to  give  to  the 
government  all  its  initiative  privilege  for  whatever  great  things  have  been  done 
since  1863,  and  which  would  have  been  hindered  by  the  opposidon  of  the 
chamber.  I  have  songht  a  good  deal  in  vain  ;  I  don't  see ;  I  see  no  great  vic- 
tories, nnr  in  fine  does  the  aggrandizement  of  Prussia  pass  for  a  victory  of 
Fiance,  nor  great  public  works,  nor  exceptional  prosperity.  On  the  other  band, 
there  is  the  expedition  to  Mexico  which  has  cost  the  life  of  many  young 
conscripts,  which  has  cost  myself  tiie  value  of  more  than  two  Mexican  bonds, 
to  aay  nothing  of  public  outlays  in  which  I  have  taken  part,  and  for  consola- 
tion I  see  myself  on  the  eve  of  being  called  out  to  drill  in  the  landwehr.  If  in 
place  of  voting  for  the  official  candidates  we  had  voted  for  the  liberals,  should 
we  have  been  worse  offl  I  should  have  saved  the  amount  of  my  two  bonds, 
I  should  nut  be  going  to  drill  in  the  landwehr.  But  what  less  would  I  have 
in  territorial  grandeur  and  material  prosperity  ?  What  is  there,  that  1  do  not  1 
In  what  have  I  weakened  jhe  government  T  I  don't  see  that,  either. 
What  is  the  npshot  of  all  this. 

The  conclusion  is  that  the  discussion  between  La  France  and  Le  Temps  to  find 
out  what  responsibility  rests  on  public  opinion  for  the  Mexican  check  is  without 
faase  in  a  country  which,  having  the  right  of  suffrage,  is  fully  self-possessed. 

La  France  is  wrong  when  attempting  to  attribute  to  a  change  of  opinion  a 
check  to  an  enterprise  which  had  the  constant  approval  of  the  legislative  body. 
Le  Temps  is  alike  wrong  when  it  attempts  to  sbill  off  from  the  couatry  the 
responsibility  which  does  ri'st  upon  it.  It  is  necessary  that  an  electoral  country 
shoold  well  understand  that  it  has  not  the  right  to  complain  Having  had  the 
power  to  Blop  what  was  doing,  it  has  become  fully  responsible  from  what  has 
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happened  hj  not  preventinf  it.  It  ahonid  not  be  tbat  of  this  eonntry,  free  in 
its  vote,  it  should  he  aaid,  "  It  ia  the  fault  of  the  gOTernment."  It  should  be 
tuld  severely  :  "  It  is  your  own  fault,  for  a  government  baaed  on  nnireraal  enf- 
frage,  necessarily  yields  to  the  will  clearly  expressed  by  the  coontry,  so  that, 
in  place  of  sendiog  a  majority  favorable  to  the  foreign  policy  of  the  government, 
yon  abould  have  sent  a  majority,  eqoally  constitutional,  bnt  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  intervention,  and  tbe  government  would  have  abandonol  these  pro- 
■  jects," 

So  settled,  the  Mexican  check  will  appear  to  tbe  people  ench  as  it  really  is : 
a  moral  victory  of  constitutional  opposition  to  the  majorily,  a  victory  of  pru- 
dence over  devotednesB. 

CLEMENT  DUVERNOIS. 


No.  70. 
Mr,  Seward  to  SeSor  Romero. 

Washington,  January  9,  1867. 
Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  commiinication  of 
the  3l6t  ultimo,  conlaiuing  extracts  from  aome  Faria  papers  relative  to  Meiiian 
afiairs,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportnnity  to  renew  to  yon  the  assntances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 
ScBor  Don  Matias  Rombro,  ifc.,  Ifc.,  i^e. 


SeSor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seteard. 
[Translatioa.  ] 
Mexican  Lboation  to  thb  United  Statbs  op  Ambbica, 

Wathington,  December  S3,  18CS. 

Mr.  Sbcrbtary  :  I  bav<^  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  govemtncnt  of  the  United  States,  a  translation  into  EnRlisb  of  an  article 
published  on  the  3J  instant  by  the  paper  calltd  Diario  del  Iraperio,  the  organ 
in  the  city  of  Mexico  of  the  ex-ArcbrJuke  of  Austria,  Don  Fernando  Maximilian, 
and  of  n  raanife«to  from  him  to  the  Mexicans,  dattd  on  the  1st.  In  thesp  doco- 
ments  is  reiterated  the  determination  of  the  ex-Archduke  to  remain  in  Mexico 
some  time  longer,  whicli  I  commnnicated  to  your  de|iartment  in  the  note  which 
I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  yon  on  tbe  ]4tb  instant. 

In  both  documents,  and  especially  in  the  second*,  are  at  once  noticeable  the 
vacillations  of  itg  author  as  to  what  is  beat  for  bim  to  do  to  get  out  with  less  dis- 
credit of  the  difficult  positi  n  to  which  he  is  reduced.  After  having  constantly 
aa.-erted  that  he  was  called  to  Mexico  by  the  will  of  the  Mexican  people,  be 
now  wishes  to  call  on  that  very  people  to  know  whether  it  consents  in  his  con- 
tinning  in  the  character  he  has  assumed,  and  for  that  purpose  ho  announces  that 
he  is  going  to  convene  a  coigresa  that  may  decide  this  point,  and  in  which  all 
parties  may  be  repreaented. 

If  tbe  Mexican  people  have  already  expressed  their  will  on  this  point,  why 
should  they  he  consulted  again  on  the  same  subject  f  Besides,  that  people, 
which,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  have  been  ezpreasing  their  will  in  an  uneqnivo- 


COHDITION  OF    AFFAIES  IH  MEXICO.  201 

cal  miiDner,  would  not  lend  tbemselves  to  participate  in  elections  ordered  b^ 
Maiiinilian,  ahonld  they  be  attempted  ;  eince  tbey  do  not  recognize  tba  right  to 
convoke  electiona  except  in  the  national  goveniment,  which  exercises  it  in  con- 
fonnity  with  the  conetitatioa  of  the  republic.  The  complete  accord  which  exiata 
between  the  conduct  of  the  ex- Archduke  of  Anetria  and  the  Bnggestions  made  to 
bim  by  bie  counsellor,  }S.  F.  Eloin,  in  the  letter  which  be  wrote  to  Maximilian, 
dated  at  Brussels  on  the  Htb  of  September  last,  is  a  very  remarkable  fact  I 
referred  to  this  letter  in  the  note  I  had  tbe  honor  to  address  to  your  department 
on  the  lOtb  of  October  following. 

It  seems  to  me,  besides,  that  there  is  some  inconsistency  in  the  present  desire 
of  the  Austrian  ex-Archduke  to  have  assembled  in  congress,  for  no  less  a  pur- 
pose than  that  of  deciding  whether  the  ao-called  empire  shall  exist  or  not,  the 
portion  of  the  Mexican  people  which  haa  not  ceased  to  reaiat  French  intcrren-  ' 
tiou  and  all  ita  eonaefinences,  with  the  provisions  of  bis  decree  of  October  3, 
1665,  which  still  remains  in  force,  and  which,  as  yon  well  know,  provides  that 
all  Mexicans  defending  the  independence  of  tbeir  country  shall  be  shot,  deny- 
ing them  even  the  rights  which  civilized  nations  accord  to  belligerents, 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  asaor- 
aoces  of  my  most  diatingnisned  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  t/n.,  fy:.,  Ise. 


[Enclomrs  "So.  1. — From  Dtario  del  Imperio,  (organ  of  the  em}Mre,)  November  3.] 
OFFiCIAL  STATBHENT  AS  TO  MAXIMILIAN'S  ABDICATION. 

Hia  majesty,  anzioos  to  facilitate  the  solntion  of  the  difficulties  created  by 
the  present  criais,  convoked,  aa  is  well  known,  hia  conncil  of  atata  at  the  city 
of  Orisaba,  and  afterward  called  thither  a  majority  of  hia  miniaters  for  the  pur- 
pose of  consalting  them  as  to  whether  the  way  to  aecomplisb  BUch  solution 
would  not  he  to  return  to  the  people,  from  whom  he  received  it,  sovereign 
power.  As  his  reason  for  snch  reeolve,  he  called  their  attention  to  the  state  of 
the  civil  war  now  raging  in  the  empire;  to  the  possibility  of  a  Franco-American 
intetvention,  for  the  parpose  of  bringing  such  war  to  an  end  by  a  change  in  the 
actual  institutions  of  the  country,  and  also  to  the  broken-down  state  of  their 
majesties'  health. 

His  advisers  have  not  deemed  these  causes  sufficient  to  make  the  emperor 
nai^  the  supremo  power  in  the  present  situation  of  the  country.  They  have 
even  besonght  him  to  remain  at  the  head  of  the  nation,  and  thus  preserve  the 
interests  of  society,  threatened  with  destruction  by  revolutionists,  and  to  pre- 
pare to  defend,  in  every  eventuality,  the  independence  and  nationality  of  Mexico, 
cnniided  to  his  care.  The  appeal  in  behalf  of  interests  so  dear,  thus  made  by 
the  highest  body  in  the  state,  could  not  paaa  unnoticed  by  his  majeaty,  who 
glories  in  being  the  first  of  Mexicans,  Determined  to  make  any  sacrifice  for 
llie  benefit  of  his  country,  hia  majeaty,  before  acceding  to  the  wishes  of  hia 
council  of  minbt«rs  and  of  state,  awaited  only  their  judgment  as  to  the  possibility 
of  solving  certain  political  questions  relative  to  the  convocation  of  a  national 
congress  based  upon  the  mast  liberal  as  well  as  upon  universal  suffrage ;  also 
relative  to  financial  and  military  matters,  and  likewise  relative  to  the  opening  of 
important  diplomatic  negotiations 

rfae  council  decided  that  these  questions  would  be  considered  by  them  at 
once  in  the  order  of  their  respective  importance,  and  at  the  present  moment  his 
majesty  ia  taking  into  consideration  tbeir  request. 
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[Enclosure  No  2.] 

Obizaba,  . 

Mbxicans  ;  CircamstanceB  of  gn'nt  magnitude  relating  to  tbe  welfare  of  onr 
country,  and  which  increase  in  etreu^th  by  oar  domestic  difficulties,  have  pro- 
duced in  onr  mind  the  convictiou  rbat  we  ongbt  to  reconsider  the  power  con- 
fided to  US.  Our  council  of  mini-^ters  hj  as  convened  has  given  as  their 
r'  lion,  that  the  welfare  of  Hesicn  still  reqaireii  onr  presence  at  the  bead  of 
ire ;  and  we  have  considered  it  our  duty  to  accede  to  their  request,  annoanc- 
ing  at  the  eame  time  onr  intention  ">  convoke  a  national  congress  on  tbe  most 
ample  and  liberal  basis,  where  all  political  parties  can  participate;  and  this 
cougress  shall  decide  whether  the  empire  shall  continue  in  future ;  and,  in  ca«e 
of  assent,  shall  assist  in  framing  the  fundamental  laws  to  consolidate  tbe  public 
institutions  of  tbe  conntiy.  To  obtain  this  reaalt,  our  counsellors  are  at  present 
engaged  in  devising  the  necessary  means,  and  at  tbe  same  time  arrange  matters 
in  such  a  manner  that  alt  parties  may  assist  in  an  arrangement  on  that  basis. 

In  tlie  mean  time,  Mexicans,  counting  unon  jou  all,  without  excluding  any 
political  class,  we  shall  continue  tlie  worK  of  regeneration  with  courage  and 
constancy,  having  been  placed  in  charge  of  vonr  countrymen. 

MAXIMILIAN. 


[Endoaure  No.  3.— From  the  New  York  Drily  Herald.] 

Orizaba,  Deeemher  12, 1866. 

MAXIMILIAN'S  HIOrNG  PLACB. 

Rightly  judginf^,  as  events  have  since  shown,  that  Orizaba  would  be  the  next 
poinl  d'appui  in  tbe  Mexican  revolution,  I  have  mode  my  way  here,  fortunately 
in  time  to  witness  the  departure  of  Maximilian.  It  was  a  strange  fortune  that 
thrust  this  quiet,  beautiful  city  of  tbe  mountains  into  notoriety.  Its  magnificent 
climate,  never  very  hot  and  never  un  com  fort  nbly  cold,  together  with  the  grand- 
eur of  the  surrounding  scenery,  were  probably  the  reasons  that  recommended  it 
to  Maximilian  as  his  temporary  place  of  refuge.  Strategic  merits  it  has  none. 
Here  the  Austrian  archduke  whom  misfortune  has  made  an  empemr  has  pn»>ed 
his  time  for  tbe  last  month  or  two,  writing  voluminous  despatches,  which,  tike 
Mr.  Toodle's  letters,  seem  to  have  reached  no  one  but  tbe  writer ;  in  chasing 
beetles  and  butterflies  and  in  raising  up  for  himself,  on  very  insufficient  cipital, 
a  great  and  undeserved  reputation  as  a  roue.  He  used  to  drive  out  daily,  at- 
tended by  only  a  few  Austrian  soldiers,  and  generally  in  the  direction  of  Ci>eo- 
lapa,  where  there  are  a  large  cotton  factory  and  a  paper  rail),  whose  operations 
he  found  pleasure  in  watching,  till  the  French,  ill-natured  and  for  no  othT  reason, 
apparently,  than  to  give  him  annoyance,  threw  a  barricade  across  the  mnd,  wilh 
room  only  for  a  horse  or  foot  passenger  to  pass  tbiough  Thus  cut  off  from  his 
daily  drive,  Maximilian,  who  does  not  much  fancy  horse  exercise,  has  took  to 
pedestrianism,  and  twenty  times  a  day  be  was  to  be  seen  in  the  streets,  dresW 
ehnply  in  a  hussar  jackL't  and  forage  cap,  bis  long  lanky  legs  encased  in  tight- 
fitting  breeches,  terminated  by  Hessian  boots,  and  with  no  mark  of  bis  r^uk 
except  a  handsome  gold  medal  on  his  breast.  I  met  him  thus  at  least  thr<>e  or 
four  times  yesterday.  He  was  attended  by  his  master  of  the  household  only; 
and,  as  be  walked  rapidly  along,  striding  over  the  ^ttcrs  and  wedging  his  way 
among  the  barricades,  few  turned  their  heads  to  look  after  him,  and  fewer  still 
paid  him  the  slightest  mark  of  respect.  He  looked  careworn  and  muddled,  but 
not  in  any  way  depressed.  The  building  which  Maximilian  has  occupied  as  a 
palace  is  an  unassuming  private  building,  two  storied,  as  all  houses  are  in  this 
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volcanic  conntry,  and  limewaelied  a  dingy  ^en  hue.  The  front  part  U  let  ont 
ae  Etorea,  and  a  tobacconist  and  a  diy-goous  dealer  hang  out  their  aigna  under 
the  imperial  flag. 

THE   DBPARTtlRR. 

Thus  matters  stood  yesterday,  when  the  rnmora  of  Mazimilian'a  projecled 
letnin  to  (lie  capital,  which  had  for  a  long  time  prevailed,  began  to  assume  a 
more  connected  shape,  and  gradually  it  leaked  out  that  Maximilian  would  cer- 
tainly leave  for  Mexico  city  at  sis  o'clock  ibis  rooming.  French  troops  were 
sent  ahead  to  clear  the  road  as  far  as  Fuebla,  and  all  the  Austrian  troops  in 
Orizaba  were  placed  under  marching  orders.  Long  before  daylight  this  morn- 
ing the  march  Degan,  but  it  was  considerably  after  six  o'clock  before  Maximilian, 
attended  by  his  ever  present  factotum.  Father  Fiaher,  stepped  into  his  travelling 
cniriage,  drawn  by  twelve  sturdy  mules,  and  gave  the  word,  "On  to  Mexico." 
Kot  a  t^eer  was  raised  nor  a  hat  lifted.  The  stolid  Mexicans  who  happened  to 
be  on  hand  looked  on  and  smiled  and  chattered  placidly  among  each  other,  but 
neither  seemed  nor  cared  to  understand  the  import  of  what  was  occurring. 
The  imperial  escort  consisted  of  abont  two  hundred  Austrian  cavalry,  all  told. 
He  leaves  behind  him  none  but  French  troops  in  Orizaba. 

The  iaene  is  reduced  to  a  game  of  checkmate  between  Maximilian  and 
Harshftl  Bazaine.  Maximilian  returns  to  the  capital,  not  with  any  strong  ex- 
pectation of  regainiog  the  power  he  once  wielded  there,  but  to  spite  and  thwart 
the  French,  whose  treatment  of  him  latterly  he  feels  bos  been  neither  joat  not 
honorable. 

BAZAI\B'S  DESI0^8. 

From  the  first  Harsbal  Bazaine  hated  and  despised  the  archduke,  who  was 
sent  ont  to  take  a  position  which  he  himself  coveted.  Maximilian  instead  of 
cmihing  him  when  he  had  the  means,  weakly  sought  to  propitiate  him  by  costly 
pits.  Bazaine  went  on  consolidating  hia  influence,  till  at  last  he  got  Maximil- 
ian in  his  grasp,  and  for  the  last  few  months  he  has  held  him  virtually  as  a 
State  prisoner.  In  every  district  not  overrun  by  the  liberals.  Marshal  I^zaine 
is  emperor  of  Mexico,  not  Maximilian.  He  holds  the  troops  and  the  puree- 
Btriogs,  and  has  left  to  Maximilian  but  the  semblance  of  a  sovereignty.  More- 
over, facts  nre  coming  to  ligbt  which  seem  to  indicate  a  design  on  the  part  of 
Bazaine  to  hold  on  to  his  power  at  all  risks,  with  or  without  the  countenance  of 
the  French  government.  Vain,  ambitious,  and  unscrupulous,  he  will  stick  it 
nothing  to  carry  his  ends.  From  sources  of  the  best  information  I  leom  that 
within  the  last  few  days  he  has  been  endeavoring  to  open  communication  with 
the  liberals,  and  even  got  together  such  liberal  chiefs  as  he  could  find,  in  and 
aronod  Mexico,  and  made  overtures  to  them  for  their  support.  They  rejected 
his  proposals  with  contempt.  Meanwhile  every  petty  insult  and  contumely  has 
been  heaped  upon  Maximilian  to  induce  him  to  quit  the  countiy.  The  barri- 
cadiog  of  his  favorite  drive  is  one  of  many  such  acts. 

MAXIMILIAN  WANTINO  TO  BOLT. 

It  was  while  the  irritation  caused  by  these  alights  were  fresh  upon  him  that 
Miramon  and  Marquez  and  bis  council  of  state  came  to  Orizaba  and  urged 
Maximilian  to  return  to  the  capital.  The  French  were  daily  pressine  him  to 
abdicate,  and  he,  to  thwart  them,  waa  seriously  preparing  to  nurry  down  to 
Vera  Cruz,  incognito,  and  embark  at  once  for  Austria.  The  strong  remon- 
strances of  Mr.  Scarlet,  the  British  minister,  egainat  this  nudignifled  step  alone 
prevented  him  &om  doing  so,  and  resulted  in  the  notable  Oiizaba  manifesto,  al- 
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ready  published  in  the  Herald.  Then  it  seems  to  have  occarred  to  bira  tbat 
the  proposition  of  Hiramon  and  Marqaez  afforded  bim  the  beat  opportnoity  of 
spiting  Bazaino  and  defeating  tbe  French  ;  so  back  to  tbe  capital  He  has  gone 

MIRAMON  A   FUaiTIVE MARQUEZ  A  FAILURR. 

His  alliea,  Miramon  and  Marqnez,  will  be  able  to  afford  bira  little  auistance 
in  bis  peiilons  undertaking.  Miramon's  arrest  baa  been  ordered  by  Bazaine, 
and  be  has  Sed  to  Queretaro,  sixty  leagues  beyond  Mexico  city.  Marqnez  is 
still  in  Orizaba,  bnt  all  be  hes  done  towards  raising  the  promised  twenty  mil- 
liona  and  army  has  been  to  amst  some  two  hundred  laborers,  whom  he  is  keep- 
ing in  prison  till  he  can  get  arms  to  put  in  their  hands,  and  to  steal  a  few  tfaon- 
sand  dollars  from  the  Barronnding  planters. 

MAXIMILIAN  ON  THE  FRBSIUENT'S  MBSSAOE. 

That  portion  of  tbe  President's  message  which  refers  to  Mexican  affairs  me 
telegraphed  to  Orizaba  imraediately  on  iu  reception  in  Vera  Cmz.  Maximilian 
is  said  to  have  rather  enjoyed  it,  aa  affording  another  chance  to  humiliate 
Bazaine. 


Vrba  Cruz,  Decemher  14,  1866, 

FRENCH    RE-ENFORCEMENT)!. 

The  French  steamer  Panama,  which  has  just  arrived  here,  baa  brotight  ont 
two  hundred  additional  French  troops  and  three  hundred  barrels  of  gunpowder. 

SPECIAL  ENVOYS. 


M.  Eloin,  the  hero  of  so  many  mysti-rinns  missiona,  and  a  special  courier  from 
the  French  gqremment  tu  Genera]  Gastelnan,  also  arrived  by  the  steamer. 
The  courier  started  at  once  by  special  train  for  Mexico  city.  The  mysteriona 
Eloin  quietly  booked  his  place  in  the  diligence  and  is  jogging  along  in  the  foot- 
Bteps  of  Maximilian. 


SEIZURE  OF   THE   CUSTOM-HOUSE. 

The  seizure  of  tbe  custom-houBe  here  by  tbe  French  troops,  on  Sunday  last, 
has  caused  considerable  excitement.  Maximilian  sent  down  an  order  for 
$50,000;  the  French  authorities  refused  to  allow  it  to  be  cashed ;  the  prefect 
protested,  bnt  a  file  of  Egyptians  cut  his  protest  short.  The  seizare  has  been 
made  under  the  convention  of  September  laitt,  but  this  convention,  though  it 
was  temporarily  agreed  to  by  Maximilian,  and  was  sent  to  France  for  approval, 
was  never  signed  by  bim,  and  is  consequently  invalid.  Tbe  French  assert 
tbat  they  only  intend  to  hold  the  custom-house  for  ten  daya. 

DISTINQL'J&IIED  ARRIVAL, 

Jake  Thompson  is  wandering  about  the  city  looking  considerably  daxed. 
He  booked  by  the  French  steamer  for  Havana,  but  as  the  veesel  did  not  touch 
there  he  finds  himself  unexpectedly  in  Mexico.  He  can  soon  hunt  up  some 
friends  here.  Beverley  Tucker  is  managing  a  hacienda  at  San  Ltns  Potoai,  and 
considers  he  has  fallen  into  a  good  thing;  and  General  Price,  Governor  Harris, 
Judge  Perkins  and  Greneral  Joe  Shelby  are  all  at  Cordova. 
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CONDITION  OP    APPAIB8  IN  MEXICO.  200 

[From  L'Eitafette,  December  2,  ls66.] 
BAZAINB.  DANO  A^D  CASTBLNAU  DBPINE  THBIB  POSITION. 

The  offidal  OTgaR  of  the  empire  od  the  29th  of  November  published  an  ar- 
ticle parpoiting  to  atAte  the  object  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  in  calling  bis 
miniacers  and  coancil  of  etate  to  Orizaba.  Said  artiulo  appeared  in  the  non- 
official  colomiis  of  that  paper ;  bnt  it  ia  well  known  that  it  bad  been  trana- 
milted  over  (he  telegraph  bj  the  ministrj',  with  the  order  to  pablisb  at  once. 

Pablic  opinion  was  juatly  excited  on  learning  that  the  emperor  Maximilian 
gave  as  his  reasons  for  an  eventual  abdication,  first,  the  atate  of  civil  war  in 
which  the  country  ia  plunged ;  and,  second,  the  poasibility  of  a  Franco-Ameri- 
ean  intervention  for  the  parpoae  of  bringing  auch  war  to  a  cloae  through  a 
change  in  existing  institutions. 

This  last  idea  may  appear  strange,  pat  forth  aa  it  was  from  the  midst  of  a 
cnnocil  which  has  no  safe  places  of  aasemblago  except  nader  the  protection  of 
French  beyoneta.     It  then  becomes   important  to  set  forth  the  tnith  of  the 

France  baa  no  wish  to  interfere  in  relation  to  the  form  of  government  which 
the  Mexican  nation  may  wish  to  adopt.  Having  sent  her  troops  to  Mexico  for  - 
the  protection  of  her  own  subjects,  and  animated  aa  she  is  with  the  deaire  to 
pat  an  end  to  the  dfaordera  from  which  all  clasaea  suffered  alike,  she  woald  cer- 
tainly have  preferred  to  see  eatabliahed  that  form  which  appears  to  her  eyes  as 
offering  the  atrongest  gnaraateea  of  stability.  But  far  from  having  done  any- 
thing whatever  for  the  purpose  of  changiug  the  existing  institntions,  she  baa 
made  the  most  disinterested  bnt  unavailing  saciifices  in  order  to  mainttun  them, 

Tbe  trying  crisis  in  which  Mexico  now  linds  herself  can  in  no  way  be  lud  to 
the  charge  of  France.  Her  agents  hare  been  kept  entirely  unaware  of  the 
andden  determination  taken  by  tbe  emperor  Maximilian  to  leave  hia  capital. 
Some  of  them  had  no  knowledge  of  his  having  done  so  until  informed  by  the 
notice  publiahed  in  the  Diario  official. 

Xo  one  t>  ignorant,  howeeer,  of  the  fart  that  when  only  a  Jew  hagvti  away 
from  Mexico  city  he  witked  to  promulgalf  Ait  act  of  abdication.  And  during 
tbe  past  month  he  reverted  several  times  to  the  same  notion,  and  refrained  only 
at  the  most  urgent  instance  of  bia  suit.  AH  this  while  the  orders  connecttM 
with  his  departure  had  been  given,  and  vessels  were  awaiting  him  from  day  to 
day  at  Vera  CniE.  Even  the  majority  of  liis  counsellors  were  kept  in  utter  ig- 
norance of  the  real  intentions  of  his  majeaty.  The  agents  of  France  were 
neither  consulted  nor  notitied.  However,  tbe  emperor  Maximilian,  having  man- 
ifested to  them  a  deeire  to  obtain  from  them  important  conceasions  before  taking 
asy  final  step,  tbey  made  every  efi'ort  to  grant  the  concessians  asked.  His 
majesty  returned  them  his  thauka  for  this,  and,  in  view  of  an  eventuality  which 
at  that  stage  appeared  imminent,  hut  which  they  had  not  been  inatrnmeutal  in 
bringing  about,  tbey  cousnlted  aa  to  what  measuroa  might  be  necessary  in  order 
V>  secure  tbe  interests  of  all — Mexicans  aa  well  aa  foreigners — declaring  that 
they  would  leave  the  Hesicau  nation  to  choose  ita  own  destiny,  and  they  made 
no  attempt  or  pretence  to  impose  any  form  of  government  upon  it.  They 
could  go  no  further;  and,  in  view  of  the  action  taken  by  the  imperial  govern 
ment,  their  duty  becomes  very  simple.  They  do  not  wish  to  take  any  part  in 
tbe  proceedings  of  interested  parties  ;  this  would  be  to  revive  hatred  and  re- 
kindle the  flames  of  civil  war,  wl.ich  they  were  endeavoring  to  extinguish. 
Henceforth  they  will  confine  themselves  to  the  rigid  execution  of  their  instruc- 
tions, namely,  to  disengage  in  the  most  abaolute  manner,  the  responsibility  of 
their  government ;  to  look  only  to  such  intereata  aa  it  is  directly  incumbent  on 
ihem  to  protect ;  and  to  prepare,  in  the  shortest  time  posaible,  the  completa 
eracnation  of  the  expeditionary  corps, 

.  ,  Cooole 
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On  tlie  following  day  the  Estafette  published  the  following  notice : 

"Some  perenns  believe  tbat  the  official  commiinication  which  we  published  on 
Sanday  emanated  exclaeively  from  the  legation  of  Fntnco.  We  ore  anthorixed 
to  state  that  the  note  referrecl  to  ia  the  cominon  act  of  the  three  high  French 
authorities  oow  resident  in  ]tlexica  —  that  is,  of  Uorshal  Bazaine,  the  minuter 
of  France,  and  General  Gastelnan." 

The  same  journal,  aa  if  to  show  that  the  French  troops  are  in  a  hnrry  to  erac- 
oate,  gives  the  following : 

"  Lieutenant  Colonel  the  Marquis  de  Galifiet  will  take  command  of  the  contra 
gneriltas  in  the  Tierra  Caliente.  Colonel  Dupiu  ia  to  be  appointed  goreroor  of 
the  department  of  Vera  Cruz. 

"This  looks  like  vigorona  action  on  the  coast" 


No.  72. 

Mr.  Setoard  to  SeBor  Romero. 

Dbpaktmbnt  of  Statb, 

Waikingttm,  January  2,  1867. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  22d  ultimo,  containing  a  translation  of  an  article  published  lately  in  the 
Diario  del  Imperio,  and  of  a  manifesto  issued  by  the  Prince  Maximilian,  show- 
ing his  determination  to  remain  in  Mexico,  for  which  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  assurances  of  my  most 
dis^nguiahed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seiior  Don  M.  Rohbbo,  Ifc.,  i(c.,  Ifc. 


SeKor  Romero  to  Mr.  SetcarJ. 
[TranslnUon.] 
UuxiCAN  Legation  to  the  United  States  op  AMEntCA, 

Wathington,  December  27,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary:  Befering  myself  to  the  note  which  I  had  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress to  the  department,  dated  3th  October  last,  in  relation  to  the  answer  I 
gave  to  an  inquiry  of  General  Begules,  chief  of  the  army  of  the  centre  of  the 
republic  of  Mexico,  about  a  continuation  of  hostilitiea  against  the  forces  invading 
Mexico,  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  of  aending  you  copy  of  a  communicatioD 
which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  relations 
of  the  constitutional  government  of  the  republic,  dated  at  Chihuahua  on  the 
16th  of  November  last  past,  and  marked  No.  502,  in  which  arc  approved  the  io- 
structious  I  gave  on  tliat  occasion  to  General  Begules. 

I  avail  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  aaaurancea  of  my 
most  distiiiguiehed  consideration. 

U.  BOMEBO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Ifc.,  ipc.,  ifc. 
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Chihuahoa,  Novemier  16,  1866. 

With  your  notes  Nos.  660  and  679,  dated  6th  aad  li^th  of  October  last,  jron 
»nt  me  a  copy  of  a  communication  which  was  addreeeed  to  yon  by  General 
B(^le«,  chief'  the  army  of  the  centre,  alwut  the  conduct  of  the  French  along 
the  Itae  of  his  command,  and  a  copy  of  the.  reply  yon  gave  him,  as  well  as 
copiea  also  of  the  note  in  which  yon  gave  notice  of  the  former  to  Mr.  Seward, 
and  of  his  reply. 

The  Pieeident  of  the  republic,  being  informed  of  these,  has  approved  of  what 
yon  My  to  General  Regales  about  the  compromises  of  the  French  government 
vith  that  of  the  United  States  as  to  the  non-contiauaace  of  intervention  in  Mex- 
ico, which  are  not  compromises  in  which  the  government  of  the  republic  has 
tkken  pait,  and  in  no  way  afTect  the  war  which  the  forces  of  the  republic  must 
wntinne  to  carry  on  as  before  against  the  invediug  forces.  When  there  is  oc- 
casian  yon  can  commnnicate  to  General  Regules  that  the  government  has  ap- 
proved your  answer,  and,  in  view  of  it,  have  conBidercd  it  unneccesary  to  address 
lohim  a  cammunication  of  like  import  on  said  affair. 

I  protest  to  you  my  respectful  consideration. 

LEKDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Citizen  Hatias  Bomero,  Ennoy  Extraordinary  * 

and  Minitter  Plenipotentiary  at  Wa$hington. 

Washinoton,  December  27, 1866. 
A  copy: 

C.  ROMEEO,  Ax:tiiig  Snretart/. 


Mr,  Setcard  to  SeHor  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

WatkingUm,  January  2,  1867. 
Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  27th  ultimo,  containing  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  Lerdo  de 
Tejada  relative  to  some  instmctions  which  you  gave  General  Regules,  and  the 
tenor  of  which  yon  communicated  tu  this  department  on  the  Sth  of  last  October, 
aod  to  beg  of  yon  to  receive  my  thanks  for  the  information. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Don  U.  Rombro,  S^.,  i(e„  1^. 


HO.  9. 

MILITAKT  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  KOBTHEHS  DniStON. 
List  of  paper*. 

IS.  Hr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward  (vith  4  enclosures) April  8,  1866. 

76.  Hr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  19,  1866. 

77.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward  (with  7  endoBures) April         2S,  1866. 
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7S.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Jnly  6.  1866. 

79.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward  (with  4  encloenres) April  26,  1S66. 

80.  Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr.  Seward  (with  18  enclosurea) Augnxt         1,  1866. 

81.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero AogUBt         8,  1866. 

82.  Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr.  Seward  {with  Z.'i  encloanrefl) November  27,  1866. 

83.  Mr.  Sewai-d  to  Mr.  Bomero Decemher    8, 186G. 


Sdlor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Traiulslion.} 

Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Waihington,  April  8,  1866. 
Vr.  Secrbtary  :  For  the  information  of  the  goverameDt  of  the  United  Statesi 
T  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  No.  11  of  the  official  paper  of  the  ^vemmimt 
of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  published  at  the  town  of  Paao  del  Norte,  on  the  9tb 
day  of  May  last,  containing  the  ofGcial  report  made  by  the  governor  and  military 
commander  of  the  State  of  Goahuila  to  the  minister  of  war,  in  relation  to  victo- 
ries gained  over  the  interventionists  at  San  Juan  de  Guadalupe,  and  the  hacienda 
of  San  Carlos,  State  of  Durango,  by  the  furces  of  the  republic,  together  with  ihe 
reply,  of  General  Ignacio  Mejia,  miaiitter  of  war. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  protest  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assnr-  , 
ances  of  my  most  distinguished  coneideratioD. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hod.  William  H.  Sbward,  Ifc.,  I[c.,  Ifc. 


The  enccess  of  oor  arms  at  Sao  Carlos  and  San  Joan  de  Guadalupe,  and  the 
flattering  prospect  in  the  district  of  Parras,  caused  this  government  to  attract 
the  enemy's  attention  by  sending  to  Monterey  for  Colonel  Geronimo  Trevino's 
forces,  and  proposing  an  attack  on  Saltillo  or  the  city  of  Monterey  itself.  As 
the  plan  seemed  plausible,  an  attack  on  Saltillo  was  fixed  for  the  15th  instant. 
When  the  two  hundred  men  were  ready,  (all  we  could  arm  in  that  quarter.)  a 
despatch  was  received  from  the  alcalde  of  Cuatra  Cienagas,  informing  ua  of  the 
arrival  there  of  Colonel  Jesna  Gonzales  Uerrera,  from  Parraa,  with  thrue  hundred 
men,  having  been  driven  out  by  Brincourt  in  force,  aided  by  other  imperialists 
under  Francisco,  IVeviuo,  and  Maximo  Campos.  Of  course  this  delayed  oor 
proposed  expedition. 

Not  many  days  had  passed  before  we  heard  from  that  quarter.  Mention  was 
made  of  the  burning  of  Matamoras  and  Soledad,  in  that  district,  and  of  many 
houses  of  good  patriota  in  Viesca ;  we  heard  of  the  murder  of  more  than  fifty 
innocent  and  unarmed  persons,  among  them  two  men  over  eighty  years  of  age, 
and  a  child  of  twelve.  It  was  also  said  that  Brincourt's  division  had  goue  back 
to  Durango,  and  left  only  three  hundred  French  in  Viezca. 

As  Colonel  Gonzales  had  three  hundred  men  with  him,  and  could  soon  collect 
those  dispersed  by  the  French  ;  and  as  the  troops  of  Jeanningros  were  scattered 
at  Parras,  Saltillo,  Rinconada,  and  Santa  Catarina,  aud  there  were  ooly  ux 
hundred  of  the  enemy  in  Monterey,  we  determined  to  attack  Uiat  toWn.     On  Ibo 
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3d  inetant  »ix  hnndred  men  were  sent  to  Baian,  to  act  io  concert  with  Colonel 
Trerino  find  Francisco  Naranjo,  with  all  probability  of  Aueceafl. 

I  cannot  omit  to  mention  in  thi«  place,  Mr.  ^Miniater,  tbe  honorable  conduct  of 
the  people  of  this  frontier.  .  Considering  the  precarious  eituation  to  which  ibey 
have  been  reduced  by  this  foreign  war,  they  have  performed  wonders  ;  atipplies 
have  been  fnmished  abundantly  to  oar  troops ;  clothing,  horses,  and  arms  to  tbe 
forces  of  Lagnna ;  and  99,000  to  eqnip  troops  for  Colonel  Namnjo.  Besides 
this  they  equipped  300  for  VicCoriano  Zepeda,  and  fnraisbed  powder  and  other 
nnnitions  to  some  forces  in  the  State  of  'Sew  Leon. 

Kow  the  commander-in-chief  will  have  the  pleasure  of  starting  on  his  expe^ 
dmoD  with  men  well  clothed  and  well  provided,  and  by  tbe  uninvited  efforts  of 
private  citizens,  prompted  solely  by  feelings  of  patriotism  aod  the  desire  to  see 
fordgners  driven  from  the  land  they  have  desecrated. 

I  must  also  inform  you  of  the  lucky  escape  of  Commander  Victor  Berlanga 
from  an  ambuscade,  laid  for  him  by  the  French  in  the  State  of  Dnrango,  with 
tbe  loss  of  only  a  few  provisions. 

I  will  give  yon  tbe  particulars  of  the  last  iight  as  soon  as  they  reach  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  tbis,  that  it  may  be  communicated  to  the 
saprane  chief  of  the  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty!     San  Buenaventara,  January  29,  1866. 

A.  ».  VIEZCA. 

Eddakdo  Mt'sauiz, 

Secretary  pro  tempore. 

The  MiMSTBX  uF  War,  Chihuahua. 


[Enckanre  No.  2  ] 
DBPABTMRNT  OF  STATE,  OPFK'B  OF   WAK  AND  MARINE — SECTION  FIRST. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  considered  your  communication  of 
the  39th  January,  stating  the  plana  for  a  new  campaign,  and  the  generous  aid 
ceatribnted  by  the  people  of  the  State,  and  is  much  pleased  at  such  proofs  of 
patriotism.  He  orders  me  to  thank  you  and  the  citizens  who  have  tuded  to  fit 
out  the  expedition.  He  is  indignant  at  tbe  barbarous  conduct  of  the.  French 
troops,  who  came  to  bam  the  houses  of  Lagnna,  because  they  were  whipped  at 
San  Juan  de  Guadalupe  and  San  Carlos,  and  General  Brinconrt  came  all  the 
way  from  Dnrango  to  murder  two  old  men  and  a  child.  Such  deeds  are  evi- 
dence of  the  evib  of  intervention  ;  and  these  sanguinary  and  inhuman  practices 
the  French  make  use  of  to  terrify  the  people  will  certainly  be  avenged. 

Independence  and  liberty  I     Paso  del  Norte,  March  6,  1866. 

UEJIA. 

The  Governor  and  Uilitarv  Commandbr 

0^  the  State  of  Coah%Ua  de  Zaragoza,  (whereeer  he  may  be.  J 

Paso  dbl  North,  March  6, 1866. 
Tme  copies : 

MABIANO  DIAZ,  Chief  Oerk. 

LEndosnre  No.  3.] 

OOVBBNMBNT  AND  MILITARY  COMHANDANCY'OF  THB   8TATB  OP   COAHITILA    DE 
ZARAOOZA. 

Colonel  Jesus  Gonzales  Herrera  informed  me  in  a  despatcliof  theZSdultimo, 
bom  Ban  Fernando,  State  of  Dnrango,  that  about  tbe  middle  of  tbe  month  be 
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mtirclicd  oq  Porras,  with  one  thoneand  men,  sided  b;  Oolonel  Jaan  Vega,  witb 
all  the  laia  he  could  raise  in  the  district;  on  the  way  he  received  an  ininlting 
challenge  from  the  French  officer  in  San  Jnan  de  Guadalnpe,  ao  he  determined 
to  attack  that  place  first.  He  ordered  Colonel  Dado  Lopes  Ordnno  forward 
with  a  section  of  hie  troops,  and  he  began  the  aasanlt  with  nis  nenal  impetoosity. 
But  a  mortal  wound  Boon  diaahled  him,  and  he  was  brought  from  the  field  in  a 
dying  condition.  Victor  Berlanga  sncceeded  him  iu  command,  imd  BOon  gained 
a  complete  victory.  The  enemy  left  seventy  killed  and  many  vonnd^  and 
prisoners.  Three  men  who  were  placed  over  the  city  to  govern  it  were  shot  by 
onr  forces.  We  next  moved  on  to  San  Carlos,  in  the  same  State,  where  there 
were  300  French  and  a  number  of  traitors.  The  attack  was  made,  and  the 
enemy  fiod,  leaving  sixteen  killed,  fifteen  wounded  and  five  prisoners.  We  also 
got  eighteen  fine  horses.  Though  the  soldiers  were  very  tired,  they  parsned 
the  enemy  for  several  leagues.  Colonel  Uerrera  adds  that  he  is  now  collecting 
bis  Jbrces  to  move  ou  Parras.  which  place  he  hopea  to  occupy  in  a  very  aborC 

It  afibrds  me  much  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you  these  favorable  feats  of 
arms  for  the  information  of  the  President.  I  will  make  honorable  mention  of 
the  men  who  distinguished  themselves  as  soon  as  I  get  the  particulars  of  the 
engagement. 

Liberty  and  reform!     Monclova,  January  1,  1866. 

A.  S.  VIEZCA. 
Eduaroo  Muzquiz, 

Secretars  pro.  Um.,  Chihuahua. 

[Enclosure  No.  4.] 
DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE,  Ol^FICU   OP  WAR  AND  MAUINB,  SECTION   FIRST, 

Yonr  report  of  the  1st  January  of  the  victories  at  Sau  Juan  de  Guadalupe 
and  San  Carlos,  in  the  State  of  Durango,  by  Colonel  Jesus  G.  Herrea,  has  been 
made  known  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  lie  orders  me  to  say  to  yon 
that  he  is  satisfied  with  the  important  results  of  those  operations,  and  tbe  gal- 
lant conduct  of  the  chiefs  and  men  engaged  in  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  this  to  you  for  your  information  and  the 
gratification  of  all  interested. 

Independence  and  liberty  t     Paso  del  Norte,  March  6,  1866. 

HEJIA. 
The  Governor  and  Military  Commander 

^  the  State  of  Coahuila  de  Zaragoza,  (wiereeer  he  may  be.) 

1'aso  del  Nobtb,  March  6,  1866. 
True  copies : 

MAEIANO  DIAZ,  Chief  aerk. 


No.  76. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Se^or  Romero. 

DsPARTMBItT  OP  StaTB, 

WathingUm,  Juli/  19,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of 
the  8th  of  April,  containing  a  copy  of  No.  11  of  the  official  paper  of  your 
government,  giving  the  correspondence  of  the  military  commander  of  tbe  blate 
of  Coahuila  with  the  minister  of  war  of  Mexico,  on  tbe  subject  of  some  mili- 
tary operations,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  information. 
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I  avail  myself  of  tbia  occasion  to  renew  to  j'oa  the  aEsniancea  of  my  most 
distin^ished  coneideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
ScSor  Don  Matias  Bombbo,  tfc.,  lie.,  tfe. 


No.  77. 
Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Tranalslion.] 
i^BXICAN  LSOATIOK  IN  TUB  UNITED  STATES  OP  AMERICA, 

Woj/iingioa,  April  35,  J  8C6. 

Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tranemit  to  you  the  copy  of  aaote  which 
I  have  jnst  received  from  Seiior  Lerdo  do  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  relations 
at  the  Mexican  republic,  numbered  167,  and  dated  £1  Paso  del  Norte,  39th  of 
March  last,  together  with  No.  13  of  the  official  paper  of  the  conatitutional  gov- 
eromeat  of  tho  Mexican  republic,  of  the  same  date,  containing  the  official  report 
and  other  doctunents  in  relation  to  the  victory  at  Santa  Isabel,  on  the  first  of 
March  last,  of  the  patriotic  sons  of  Coohuila  and  New  Leon  over  a  force  of 
FrcDch  and  traitors,  who  were  entirely  destroyed. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  the  paper. 

I  emhrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  ynu,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
Diost  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  EOMEEO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  J[c.,  l[e.,  ^. 

[Enelomre  No.  1.] 

DBPAKTMBNT     OF   FOBBIOK  RELATIONS  AND  GOVBR.\MBNT — OFFICE  OF  RBLA- 

TlOSa,  AMERICAN  SSCTION,  NO.  167. 

Paso  del  Norte,  March.  29,  1865. 
I  enclose  yon  No.  13  of  the  official  paper  of  the  gnvernmeiit  of  this  date,  con- 
taining the  report  of  General  A.  S.  Vlesca,  and  other  documents  relating  to  tho 
victory  at  San  Isabel  on  the  first  of  this  month,  by  the  patriotic  sons  of  the  Sta.te3 
of  New  Leon  and  Coahuila,  over  a  force  of  French  and  traitors,  who  were  ea- 
tirely  destroyed. 
Accept  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citisen  M  ATI  AS  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minuter  Plenipotaniary 

of  the  MexieuH  Republic  i»  Wrtthington. 

WA8HlNaTo.\,  Aj>ril  25,  1866. 
A  tme  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


UOVBBNMSNT  AND  MILITARV  COMMANUANCY  OF  THE  PRBK  AND  INDEPENDENT 
STATE  OF  COAHtllLA  US  ZABAUOZA. 

After  the  detailed  account  I  gave  the  department  on  the  18th  ultimo,  I  am 
now  pleased  to  repurt  another  complete  victory  gained  by  onr  forces  on  the  first 
instant,  and  the  operations  of  my  brigade  and  the  northern  cavalry  under  Colonel 
Gaonimo  Trevifio. 

ogle 
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On  the  ICtb  of  Febrnary  Iaet,a  colntnn  of  French  forced  me  to  eracuate  Parraa 
and  takeBhclterinLagana,  to  recmit  there  and  finish  the  traitor  Maximo  Campos 
before  the  French  could  aid  bim.  I  did  not  eacceed  in  thia,  because  the  traitors 
fled,  and  took  a  rapid  circuit  over  the  frontiers  of  Dnrango  and  Zacateeae,  uid 
then  joined  the  French  in  Parraa.  I  continaed  to  watch  that  place  while  two 
French  colnionB  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  mea  were  approaching  me  from 
Dnrango  and  Chihuahna.  I  retained  my  poeition  till  the  27tb  February,  when 
I  beard  that  Geronimo  TrcviBo  and  Francisco  Naranjn  were  approaching  Pairaa 
to  aid  me  with  their  cavalry.  I  immediately  divided  my  brigade  into  two 
cohimtiE,  BO  as  to  march  on  Parras  from  different  directions,  and  wait  for  the 
expected  cavalry  in  the  neighborhood.  This  waa  accordingly  effected.  On  the 
morning  of  the  first,  my  first  column  joined  Colonel  TreviBo's  cavalry  at  Santa 
leahel,  three  leagues  distant,  having  marched  thirty  leagues  without  stopping. 

Two  honrs  after  camping,  we  heard  firing  in  onr  front.  At  first  I  supposed 
it  was  an  accidental  skirmish,  but  I  waa  soon  informed  that  the  enemy  had  made 
a  formal  attack  upon  onr  front.  I  soon  agreed  with  Colonel  TreviSo  upon  a 
mode  of  defence,  and  in  a  very  short  time  we  were  ready  for  the  fight.  Our 
advance  of  forty  men,  under  Colonel  Joaquin  Garza  Leal,  bravely  resisted  the 
attack  of  315  French  and  more  than  400  traitors  for  two  hoars,  and  then  fell 
back  in  good  order  to  our  camp,  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

We  then  attacked  ihe  enemy  with  two  colnmns  of  infantry  on  the  lef^  flank, 
sent  one  forward  in  the  centre,  and  a  company  of  cavalry  to  the  right.  The 
fight  soon  became  general ;  onr  brave  men  made  an  obstinate  resistance,  and 
finally  pat  the  enemy  to  flight,  leaving  the  field  strewn  with  the  dead  a»d 
wounded,  their  baggage  scattered  around,  and  many  prisoners  in  our  hands. 
The  northern  legion  and  Parraa  lancera  pursued  them  for  some  distance,  as 
you  will  team  from  the  enclosed  report  of  Colonel  TreviSo.  I  also  enclose  a 
list  of  oar  losses,  and  those  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  a  list  of  the  French  pria- 
onerB  in  our  hands. 

No  victory  could  be  more  complete  than  ours  on  that  glorioos  day,  and  I  take 
reat  pleasure  in  congratulating  the  President  of  the  republic  on  the  happy  in- 
uence  this  brilliant  victory  wilt  have  on  our  Jutui-e  operations. 

The  behavior  of  our  officers  and  men  was  all  that  could  be  expected  from 
gallant  Mexicans  fighting  for  their  honor  and  the  liberties  of  their  country; 
every  man  did  his  duty;  all  shared  equally  the  dangers  and  deprivations  ;  and 
all  rushed  forward  in  full  hope  of  the  victory  with  which  they  were  gloriously 
crowned. 

I  can  make  no  special  recommendatisna  where  all  behaved  in  a  manner  to 
merit  the  praisea  of  their  countrymen,  but  I  must  not  oniit  to  mention  Colonel 
Geronimo  TreviBo,  Colonel  Francisco  Naranjo,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Antonio 
Ptrez  Villareal,  who  rendered  themselves  couspicuons  for  skilfnl  management 
of  their  commands  and  their  personal  courage. 

I  make  this  cou.munication  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  republic. 

ludepeudeace  and  liberty !     Curatro  Cienegas,  March  9, 1866. 

A.  8.  VIEZCA. 

The  MtSlSTtB  OF  Wah,   (ichertper  he  may  beftnmd.} 


[EndosnreNo.3.] 

OFFICE  OF  THB  SECRBTABY  OP  OOTRRNMENT  AND  MILITARY  COMMAIVDANCY 
OK  THB  FREE  AND  SOVKRBION  STATS  OF  COAHUILA  UK  ZARAOOZA,  NORTB- 
BK^'  CORPS  OF  THB  BBPUnUCAN  ARMY,  FIRST  DIVI8I0.V  OF  CATAUIY. 

Colo.n'EL-IN'Chibf  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  General  Mariano  Escobedo,  in  Linares,  I  started  from  Vivaldama  with  the 
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fiiBt  cavali;  division,  of  SOO  men,  in  the  direction  of  Fiurae,  lo  join  the  attack 
CD  the  traitor  Maximo  Oampoe,  in  that  place. 

On  the  rOKf]  I  heard  of  joar  encounter  with  Campos's  forces,  and  that  a  col- 
omn  of  200  French  were  coming  to  his  aid  from  Saltillo,  I  immediately  con- 
ceived the  desi^  of  attacking  them  on  their  march,  but  at  CabusI  was  informed 
the;  h«d  already  reached  Parras,  and  were  preparing  for  defence  in  that  city. 

On  receiving  a  despatch  from  you  I  resolved  to  march  on  to  Parrast  according 
to  ay  first  plan. 

I  waited  for  the  Coahnila  brigade  at  this  place  yesterday ;  it  arrived  about 
midnight,  and  camped  alongside  of  us. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  heard  that  the  enemy,  450  traitors  and  315 
French,  were  approaching. 

I  immediately  ordered  a  line  of  battle  to  be  formed,  and  wait  for  the  onset. 
The  enemy  soon  approai^ed  rapidly.  He  was  warmly  received  fay  the  Mon- 
clova  squadron,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ildefonso  Fuentes,  and  the  northern 
lepoa. 

Thecombat  eoon  became  general.  The  enemy  attacked  the  left  angle  of  oar 
line  and  tried  to  flank  ns  with  his  cavalry,  while  a  column  of  infantry  doubled 
our  right.  The  principal  attack  was  bravely  resisted  hy  Colonel  Naraujo  and  a 
part  of  the  Coabuila  brigade.  I  now  ordered  the  cavalry  under  Lieuteaant 
Colonel  Joaquin  Garza  Leal  and  Emiliano  Laing,  and  two  infantry  columns 
under  Salvador  Fernandez  de  la  Oavada  and  Ruperto  Martinez,  to  make  the 
attack  in  front,  while  Cdonel  Pedro  A.  Gomez  attacked  on  the  left  flank. 

The  enemy  soon  began  to  retreat  under  this  combined  movement,  and  we 
continued  to  pursue  till  nearly  two-thirds  were  killed,  and  the  rest  sairendered 
at  discretion.  The  field  was  covered  with  dead.  All  their  horsed  and  muuitiona 
of  war  fell  into  onr  hands"     We  found  one  piece  of  mounlain  artillery. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  commend  to  your  excellency  all  the  officern  and  men 
who  took  part  in  this  battle,  though  you  were  an  eye-witoeas  to  their  gallant 
conduct. 

I  also  Bend  lista  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  of  the  enemy,  with  the 
innDitione  of  war  which  we  captured  from  him  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  list 
of  onr  killed  is  also  included. 

Accept  the  protest  of  my  consideration  and  respect. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform !  Hacienda  of  Santa  Isabel,  March  1. 1866. 
GEHONIMO  TREVlSO. 

The  Governor  and  Military  Commander 

of  the  Slate  of  Coakuila  de  Zaragoxa,  Pretenl, 

CuATRO  CiENEGAS,  Marck  9,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

EDUARDO  MCZQUIZ. 

[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

iEPL'BLlCAN  ARMY,  MILITARY  COMMANDANCY  OF   THB  STATB   OF   COAHUILA  DB 
ZARAQOZA. 

Lilt  oj  the  killed,  voundtd,  and  mining  of  the  repulilican  Jorea  t'ji  the  battle 
of  the JirH  of  March,  and  that  oftJie  enetny,  with  the  pritonert  and  mttnifioiit 
of  war  captured. 

LOS!)  OF  THB  REPUBLICAN   FORCE. 

CavKln  ditUion. 

Eilka. 

Lieutenant .' 1 

Second  LientenanU •rK)'^l@ 
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EiUeJ. 

Sere«ant I 

Soldiers 5 

Total 10 


Colonel 

Lieutenant  colonel  . 

Captain 

Sub-lientenaat 


Corporal.. 
Soldiere.. 


UiiBiDg . 


Total 

Coakaila  hiigait. 


LOSS  OP  THE  E 


Sectmd  halUlum  ef  tht  fortign  rtgimatt. 

Killed lis 

Prieonera , 81 

Total 199 

Lait  amvmg  the  Iniilori. 

Killed 13 

Prisoners 85 

Total 98 

Maniciont  of  war  Ufi  hy  the  enemy  on  lAeJteld  of  battle. 
Pieces  of  artillery,  one;  flags,  one;  carbines,  Bixtj-six;  rifles,  foorteen;  mnr- 
kets,  ninety-one;  bayonets,  ninety-two;  cartridge-boxes,  eiglitj-seven;  swords, 
ten;  revolvers,  ten;  lances,  fifteen;  axes,  two;  saddles,  nine;  pack-saddles, 
eight;  war-chests,  three;  flag-atafis,  one;  wagons,  one;  pack-mules,  seventeen; 
horses,  twenty-seven. 

Kote  No.  1. — The  piece  of  mountain  artillery  taken  from  tbe  enemy  a  of  tbe 
calibre  uf  four  inches. 

Note  No.  2. — Of  the  eighty-one  French  prisoners,  there  ie  one  second  lien- 
tenant,  nine  seTseants,  twelve  corporals,  and  tbe  rest  soldiers.  There  are  seveu 
officers  among  their  killeif,  iocluding  Commander  Briant. 

J.  CABRILLO, 
Lieulenant  C'olond  and  Chief  i^  Staff. 
CvATRO  ClB.\BOAS,  March  9,  1866. 

I  certify  to  the  above: 

VIEZCA. 

DiqilizecoyGoOQle 


CONDITION  OF   AFFAIRS  IK  MEXICO.  215 

rEncIosore  No.  5.] 
AIMY  OP  TBB   NORTH,  FIBST  CAVALRY  DIVISrON — OFFtCB  OF  MAJOR   OE^BRAL. 

Litt  qf  o^er»  kiiUd  and  vnmndtd  in  the  battle  of  Santa  habd,  near  Parrot, 
on  tkfjir$l  of  March. 

Cbiefs:  Colonel  Francisco  Naranjo,  aeconcl  in  command  of  the  diTision, 
wounded;  Lieutenant  Ooloncl  Antonio  Perez  Villareal,  brerct  major  of  tbo 
second  brigaile,  wonnded. 

Officers:  Captain  Antonio  Uagnon,  wounded;  Lieatenant  Cayetano  Gucvarai 
kiUed;  Ensign  Pablo  Ancora,  wounded,  and  died  two  Ahjb  after;  Ensign  Her- 
men^do  Fariaa,  wounded;  Ensign  Fernando  Macias.  killed. 

PEDRO  A.  GOMEZ. 

CcATBO  ClR-VBOAS,  Murcfi  0,  1866. 

CUATBO  CiBNBOAS.  March  9,  1866. 
A  tme  copjr ; 

EDOUAIIDO  MUZQUIZ, 

Secretary  pro.  tern. 

[EDclMoreNo.  C] 


List  of  French  prtMonert,  including  wounded,  of  lie  tecond  battalion  of  ihefor' 
eign  rtgiment,  taken  on  the  glorious  day  ofthefirH  of  March. 

Second  Lieutenant  Montier. 

Sergeants :  GarL'l]i>(wounded,)Echmann,CraIa,Coostoa,Acombela(wonnded,) 
Dcsbardes,  Stenck,  Puloi^,  Cecnnni  (wonnded.) 

Corpornls:  Glamc,  WenBolbuk  (wounded,)  Connel  (wonnded,)  Valf( wounded,) 
Holins  (wounded,)  Pcrault,  Mcnangc,  Gemonpret,  Morral,  Raulx,  Bosqoet 
(wounded,)  Mathas  (wonnded.) 

Soldien- :  De  George,  Rej s.  Clad,  Ewing.  Delimege,  F.  Mailer,  G.  Muller 
(wonnded.)  Zuiig.  Keber.  Clinumam  (wounded.)  Obnccbt  (wounded,)  Mentha. 
Bonferce.  Paw,  PcIIr  (wounded,)  Ouboiit  (wounded,)  A.  Mnller  (wounded.) 
Pdrture  (wonnded,)  Ueiidcr.  Rubber.  Manzt.  Schapel,  Pauly,  Albert.  Mara, 
Stok.  Antonio  (wounded,)  Marcliant.  E><chener,  Bait  (wonnded.)  Mengcs.  Kaf- 
pemberg.  Slainbak.  Vorfild,  Sboumakcr.  Balki,  Oharlcs.  Scbmilk.  Faltriiiieri, 
Creao.  Maiiish,  Heina,  Wiltmaye.  Korber.  Muller,  Mie^,  Ueneein,  Rimoldi, 
(leringer,  Mi-mio^  Bwker,  Mudispaclicr.  HcfFneieh.  Debaker,  Aosa,  Voigt,  Zun- 
nier.  HcntLc  (wounded.)  Huilfreick  (wonuded.)  Idatt  (wounded.)    Total,  8t.. 

P.  CARRtLLO; 
Liculcnant  Cofonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Clatbo  CigNKOAS,  March  9,  1866. 

A  certified  copy : 

VIEZCA, 


I    OF   WAR  AND  MARINE — BBC- 

Yonr  report  of  the  9th  instant  has  giren  the  President  of  the  republic  great 
Utixikction;  he  ia  rejoiced  at  the  deleat  of  the  French  and  traitors  who  dared 


216  CONDITION  OF  AFFAISS  IN  UEXICO. 

to  attack  ub  on  the  first  at  Santa  Isabel.  This  great  feat  of  arms,  the  result  of 
yonr  plane  and  yaar  courage  in  canyiDg  them  out,  is  of  great  importanw  on 
the  frontier,  and  will  have  a  good  influence  ou  the  ancceaa  of  our  future  open- 

The  worthy  and  gallant  behavior  of  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldieis,  who 
took  part  in  the  conflict  mentioned  by  Colonel  Oeronimo  TreviSo  in  li»  report, 
is  properly  appreciated  by  tlic  President,  and  he  iostructa  me  to  thank  you  for 
the  part  you  took  in  the  fight,  as  well  as  all  others  who  acted  bo  gallantly  on 
the  occasion. 

The  especial  recommendations  you  make  in  yonr  report  will  be  attended  to 
by  the  government,  with  respect  to  the  peisons  mentioned;  and  the  gallant  con- 
duct of  all  will  be  remembered,  that  they  may  be  noticed  in  their  turn. 

The  President  wishes  you  to  give  the  greatest  can  to  the  wounded,  and 
make  a  list  of  those  maimed  or  killed  in  the  action,  that  they  or  their  heira  may 
enjoy  the  corresponding  pensions. 

The  great  sacrifices  the  people  are  making  to  sustain  and  increase  the  forces 
that  are  fighting  for  national  independence,  and  the  self-denial  and  patriotbmof 
those  who  are  serving  personally,  are  the  snrest  guarantees  of  the  safety  of  the 
country. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Paso  del  Norte,  March-29,  1866. 

UEJIA. 

The  GOVKRNOR  AXD  MiLITABY  COMMANDBK 

of  tie  Stale  of  CoahiiHa  de  Zaragoza. 

Paso  dbl  Noktb,  March  29,  1866. 
The  above  ar^  aathentic  copies; 

MARIANO  DIAZ, 

Chief  Offiter. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Se^or  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb, 

Wa»hingtoii,  Jti7g  6,  1866. 
Sifi :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  uf 
the  35th  of  April  lost,  containing  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  yon  by  SeQor 
Lri.'rdo  de  Ti-Jada,  also  No.  ]  3  of  tlie  olGcial  paper  of  your  government,  for  which 
please  accept  my  tlianks. 

I  embrace  this  opportQuity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  mj  most  dis- 
linguiebcd  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Do.\  M.  ReMBBO,  fy:.,  4''.,  4^- 


No.  79. 
Seflor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[Traaalstion.] 
Mexican  Lboatio.n  in  thr  Umter  Statbs  op  Ambrica, 

Wtuhingtm,  April  26.  1866. 
Kr.  SecRBTABV:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a  note  received 
yesterday  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of  the  Mexi- 
can republic,  dated  at  Paso  del  Nurte,  the  30th  of  March  last,  numbered  175, 
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aad  a  enppleraent  to  No.  13  of  tbe  official  paper  of  the  cooBtitutioual  gorem- 
meut  of  the  Mexican  republic  of  the  Batne  date,  containing  official  reports  of  the 
complete  victory  gained  hj  the  OHtional  forces  of  Slexico,  under  General  Ter- 
Tuu,  in  the  capture  of  Chihuahua  on  the  25th  of  the  same  mouth.  In  the  same 
piper,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  you  will  find  an  official  report  of  tbe  captnre 
of  Hidalgo  del  Parral  on  tbe  22d  of  Uarch,  by  Colonel  Vazquez,  who  took  that 
city  by  asBanlt 

All  tbe  invading  forces  have  finally  been  driven  from  the  State  of  Chihuahua. 

I  accept  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  asBurance  of  my 
moat  distinguished  consideration. 

M,  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  tf.,  tfc. 

Acknowledged  Joly  6,  1866. 


[Enclosnie  No.  1 .  ] 
No.  ITS.]  Dbp't  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Government, 

Paio  del  Norte,  March  30,  1866. 
In  the  inpplement  to  Vo.  13  of  the  official  paper  of  the  government  which  I 
Bead,  you  will  find  reports  of  the  compli'te  victoriea  gained  by  the   national 
facccB  nnder  General  Luis  Terrazas,  in  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Chihuahua, 
on  the  2.5th  of  this  mouth. 

Yon  will  also  see  a  report  of  the  capture  of  the  town  of  Hidalgo  del  Parral 
on  the  gSd,  by  Colonel  Agnstiu  Vazquez,  with  the  arrest  of  the  pretended 
traitor,  political  prefect  Julio  Carranco. 
Thug  yon  will  see  that  the  State  of  Cbihuahoa  is  now  free  from  the  enemy. 
Accept  the  protests  of  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERPO  DE  TEJADA. 
TLe  Mi.visTBB  OF  the  Mexican  Rbpl'blic. 

uttAe  Unit-ed  Sialet  if  America. 

Wa9HIN0T0N,  April  S6,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISOAL,  Secretary. 

[Enclomre  No.  2.— lupplemBnt  to  No.  13  of  tlio  ofBcial  nuper  of  the  conslitulional  govern- 
ment  of  tlie  MeiicHn  republic] 

QOVBKNMENT  AXD   MILITABV  CyMMANOANCV  OF  THE  STATB   OF   CHIHUAHTIA. 

I  reached  this  place  at  nine  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  and  the  enemy  sallied 
out  to  attack  me  very  soon  after  I  cam'j  in  sight.  Ue  was  instantly  driven 
Ueh,  leaving  one  bnndted  prisoners  in  our  bauds,  many  killed,  wounded,  and 
toiuuig,  and  one  cannon.  The  city  wad  then  assanltod,  and  by  noon  the  traitors 
were  confined  to  thsir  fortili cations  and  'he  city  captured.  The  forts  were  fired 
DpoQ  during  the  day,  and  were  soon  to  have  I'cen  assaulted ;  but  at  eleven 
o'ulock  at  night  most  of  tbe  officers  and  a  number  of  soldiers  managed  to  escape, 
leaving  ns  tliree  bnndi  ed  priAoners  and  all  the  inunitioni  of  war. 

The  ['ngitivee  took  the  mad  to  Snn  Pablo ;  I  ordered  them  to  be  pursued,  and 
tnpe  they  are  secured  by  this  time. 

Oar  loss  ill  killed  and  wounded  is  not  great,  considering  the  duration  of  tbe 
unequal  contest.     We  lost  nothing  elee. 

I  will  send  a  complete  report  as  soon  as  I  can  get  the  particulars ;  in  the  mean 
lime  I  wish  to  recommend  to  tbe  government  tbe  entire  ^tate  brigade,  its  officers 
tiui  men,  and  other  officers  whose  eervicea  have  beeu  of  the  gieateat  importance. 
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Pleue  report  tliiB  to  th«  Preeidont  of  the  tepablic,  and  coogratnlatc  him  npoa 
this  triumph  of  the  oatioiml  arms. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Chihiiuhaa,  March  26,  1866. 

LUIS  TEBBAZA8. 
The  UiNrSTBR  of  Wab  and  Mabi\B,  Paao  del  Norte. 


[Encloinre  No.  3.] 

GOTERNMB.IIT   AND   MILITARY   COMM  INUANCY  OP    THE    STATB   OF   CHIBL'ABtA. 

Oolonol  AgusLin  Vuzqnez,  commander  of  the  BOathern  Stat«  lioe,  r^Mits  a 
follows,  from  Hidalgo  city,  the  22d  instant : 

"  I  reached  the  anburbe  of  Htldalgo  city  at  noon  to-day,  with  the  force; 
under  my  command,  and  immediately  marched  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  place. 
The  fight  soon  began,  and  lasted  till  three  in  the  evening,  when  the  enemy  tar- 
rendered,  and  I  took  poBaeBsion  of  ihe  city. 

"  All  my  men  behaved  gallantly,  and  I  recommend  them  to  yon  for  it  Oar 
loea  was  insignificant,  while  the  enemy's  was  great. 

"  I  will  senrl  a  complete  report  as  soon  as  it  can  be  made  ont,  and  congratolile 
the  supreme  national  government,  as  well  as  the  State  government,  on  tb.e  eigiial 
triumph. 

■'  I  will  continue  to  hold  the  place  till  I  receive  further  orders  from  the  in- 
preme  government," 

I  make  this  known  to  you  for  the  infcirmation  of  the  President  of  the  repahlic. 

Independcpce  and  liberty  !     Chihuahua,  March  26,  1866. 

LUIS  TERBAZAS. 

The  MiNisTBD  OF  Wab  and  Marinb,  Pato. 


[EacIoBore  No.  4.] 
eOVBRNMBNT   AND    MILITARY   COMMANDANCY   OF  THB  STATB   OF   CHIHl'AHl'l. 

The  political  and  military  chief  of  the  canton  of  Bosales  sent  the  foUowiog 
report  to  me  yesterday  ; 

"  Long  live  the  eapreme  government !  Long  last  the  independence  of  Mexico ! 

"As  Boon  aa  I  heard  of  the  direction  the  fugitives  bad  taken — the  rnuu-d 
traitors  had  taken  to  the  hills — I  called  together  a  few  neighbord  and  otartcil  in 
pursuit  of  them.  We  succeeded  in  catching  the  so-ciillcd  prefect,  Julio  Car- 
ranco,  ensign  TcoCllo  Cabfziiela,  a  man  named  Miguel  Vargas,  who  iiHyB  lie  is  a 
private  individual,  and  fourteen  soldiers.  They  ai-e  now  confined  here  at  llie 
alBpoaal  of  tbe  government." 

This  iB  reported  for  the  information  of  the  President,  and  to  ask  bim  what  U 
to  be  done  with  the  prisoners  mentioned. 

Independence  and  liberty  I     Chihuahua,  March  27,  1866. 

LUIS  TEBRAZAa 

The  MiMSTBR  OF  Wab  akd  Marine,  Pato  del  Xorte. 


No.  80. 
SeHer  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Trutslatioii,] 
Mexican  Lboatioki  in  thb  U^itbd  Statbb  of  Amrrica, 

Watiington,  AttgMtl  1,  I86G. 
Mr.  Sbcrbtary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  yon  for  the  information  of  lb<^ 
government  of  the  United  States  the  documents  mentiooed  in  tbe  annexed  ia- 
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in,  wbkh  ihow  what  have  been  the  military  operationa  of  the  army  of  the 
nortb  of  the  republic  of  Hcxico,  from  the  heeinoing  of  April  to  tbe  eod  of  June 
lut,  in  which  such  operations  ended  with  the  capture  of  MatamoraR,  afler  the 
complete  rictory  obtained  by  the  national  forces  over'tbe  enemy  at  La  mesa  de 
Simla  Gertrudis  on  the  16th  Jnne  aforesaid. 

Thia  is  a  very  satisfactory  occasion  for  me  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary, 
the  assurance  of  my  most  dtstinguiobed  coDsideration. 

M.  KOMERO. 

Hod.  William  K.  Sewabd. 


hdfx  of  tAe  document*  which  the  Meriean  legation  at  "Wathmgton  remitt  to 
■'     'department  of  Stale  of  the  Cnited  Statet,  mi'   "  -.■     . 

lAitary  operation*  of  the  army  oftKe  north. 


4 

Ms;    87 

5 

H.,    30 

6 

Ukj    31 

7 

June     & 

8  I  Jnne  8 

9  I  Jane  30 

10  :  Jane  16 

11  '  Jnne  10 
13  ,  June  19 

13  '  June  17 

14  Jnna  17 

15  Jane  17 

16  Jane  93 
IT  !  Jnne  23 
13    Jane  23 


Proclamsfion  of  General  Guru,  cblifof  the  force*  of  Ihe  BontliBQtl  centre 

ofTHmaulipas,  to  the  troops  which  ■n«tuned  tbeiuorpatiou  orHoximtliaa. 
Official  report  of  General  Albino  EMiinuiB.  qnartermatter  grDoittl  of  lb« 

army  of  the  north,  to  General  Escobeilo,  chief  of  said  arm^,  of  tbe  bailie 

of  TanquedtoB  against  Dupin  on  April  34.  lS6f). 
Proclamation  of  General  Pedro  Maniiicz,  chief  of  the  third  brigade  of  cav- 
alry of  the  annj  of  the  north,  to  tbe  toWna  aloog  tbe  aoctheTD  line  of 

Ifew  Leon. 
Froclamalion  of  General  Eecobedo,  of  the  anny  of  ibe  north,  on  occasion  of 

late  events. 
The  constitutional  alcalde  of  Bio  Blanco  commOnicates  to  Genernl  Eico- 

bedo  tbe  ontiages  committed  by  the  French  in  that  setllement  during  tbe 

occnpation  by  them. 
The  commander  of  the  squadron  of  Bio  Blanco  tnakee  ^ilar  comnrnnlca- 

tion  to  (jeneral  Eitcobedo. 
OenemI  Escobedo  orJeri  General  TreviSo,  in  command  of  tbe  fint  division 

of  cavalry  of  the  army  of  the  north,  to  make  laprlMli  on  tbe  pritoitMs 

taken  from  the  enemy. 
Froclanintion  of  LieuteniLtit  Colonel  Darina  Garza,  of  the  army  of  tbe  north, 

to  the  iiibabilanta  of  the  second  diatrict  of  the  Slate  of  New  Leon,  on 

occonnt  of  (be  depredations  committed  by  the  French. 
Introduction  (o  tbe  official  documents  on  tbe  victory  of  La  mesa  de  Santa 

Gertrudis. 
Official  TFport  of  General  Escobedo  to  the  minister  of  war,  of  the  victory  of 

La  mesa  de  Santa  Gortrndis. 
Proclnnialion  of  General  Escobedo,  congratnlaling  the  troops  of  his  com- 
mand on  their  participation  in  anch  victory, 
Ke|Hirt  in  detail  from  General  Escobedo  to  Ibe  department  of  war,  of  the 

same  victory. 
Statement  of  the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  in  the  battle  of 

La  mesa  de  Santa  Gertrudla. 
Statement  of  the  armament  and  mnnitiona  taken  from  tbe  enemy  at  the 

mesa  de  Santa  Gertrudis, 
Account  of  tbe  chiefs,  ofGcers,  and  soldiers  taken  prisoners  from  the  enemy 

at  the  battle  of  La  mesa  do  Santa  Gertrudis. 
CauitulalioD  of  tbe  <uly  of  Malnmoraa,  by  which  it  was  delivered  to  the 

forcts  of  tbe  national  afoverament  of  Mexico. 
Proclamation  of  General  Cararajal  to  tbe  inhabitants  of  Tamaulipaf ,  tnen- 

tienin|[  the  occnpation  of  Matamoras, 
AoelainaUon  of  General  Qona  lo  the  inhabitants  of  Hatamoras. 


VuBUtoTOK,  Avgiut  ],  18G6. 


lOKO.  HABISCAL,  Sccreiorf. 

n,.„i,.,...,.C()Oglc 
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Thtgetiera?  /commanding  in  chiff  the  fortxt  of  the  central  and  toulkem  diitrirli 
of  Tamatdipat  to  the  troop*  of  any  nationality  tuttaining  the  empire 

Victoria,  Febnuirs  22,  1866. 

S0LDIBB3;  It  ie  four  years  since  yon  were  brought  here  to  fight  as,  who 
only  ask  to  govern  ourselves  according  to  republican  priQci|jleB,  You  axe  made 
to  believe  that  the  ridiculous  throne  of  Maximilian  can  be  consolidated  in  thii 
country,  and  you  hare  not  been  told  that  we  are  so  fur  from  accepting  it  that 
the  only  emperor  we  ever  had  (Iturbtde)  paid  with  his  head  for  the  title  he 
bore  eo  short  a  time. 

Iturbide  was  a  Mexican — wan  supported  by  MexicanB.  He  had  in  hb  faroc 
the  great  renown  which  he  justly  obtained  by  making  na  shake  off  the  Spanish 
yoke,  and  yet  he  fell.  Do  yon  think  that  a  foreigner,  sustained  by  foreigoen, 
who  comes  from  Austria,  begging  the  protection  of  Napoleon  III,  to  make 
himself  emperor  of  a  country  which  does  not  even  know  him,  can  long  ueorp 
the  suprPme  power  of  our  country  ?  Soldiers,  yon  have  been  misled.  In  lien 
of  a  military  promenade,  which  you  thought  to  take  through  our  conntry,  you 
find  that  every  one  of  our  defiles  swarms  with  liberal  forces,  always  ready  to 
oppose  yon, 

Many  among  you  have  come  to  make  part  of  the  F0-ca11ed  guard  of  the  em- 
peratrez ;  but,  in  place  of  the  life  of  luxury  which  you  expected,  yoa  are 
obliged  to  mn  over  Mexico  from  one  end  to  the  other,  to  meet  death  at  the 
hands  of  the  aaducioue  guerillas. 

French,  Germans,  Belgians,  Italians,  (I  address  my«elf  toall  foreigners  who 
compose  the  imperial  army  ;)  Our  country  has  magnificent  lands,  which  only 
await  labori,iug  hands  to  repay  with  usury  the  trouble  of  cultivation.  Abandon 
that  armj'  which  wages  such  an  unjust  war  npon  ua ;  come  where  the  defenders 
of  Mexican  independence  are  found.  If  yon  wish  to  share  our  toils,  yon  shall 
enjoy  the  same  privileges  a^  the  repuhlioin  soldier.  If  yon  prefer  your  pas«- 
poris  foi-  the  north  or  any  other  foreign  country,  they  shall  be  furnished  you. 
with  all  the  aecuritiea  of  our  legislation.  Bat  if  you  wish  to  settle  as  peaceable 
citizens  on  any  part  of  our  lands,  you  shall  be  protected  so  that  you  may  live 
quietly. 

Many  among  us  formerly  belonged  to  the  French  army  and  the  foreign  legion ; 
they  can  tell  yon  how  they  have  been  treated.  Yon  will  then  see  that  I  do 
not  mislead  yon. 

JUAN  J.  DE  LA  GARZA, 
General'in-Oiiefofihe  Indepeiflent  Foreet  of  the 
Central  and  Southern  DiitrictM  of  Tamatilipn: 


ABMY   CORPS   OP  THE   >ORTH. 

We  take  the  following  despatch  fi^m  the  official  bulletin,  of  Linares  : 

SoLBDAi),  April  25,  1866. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  yon  that  I  started  on  the  34th,  at  three  in  the  morning, 
for  Valle  de  Furiaima,  with  a  division  of  infantiy  and  one  section  of  monnUiii 
artillery.     We  left  the  sick  and  haggage  at  that  place.  - 

The  design  of  this  march  was  to  atwck  a  force  of  French  and  traitors,  con- 
sisting of  300  infantry,  300  cavalry,  and  two  pieces  of  monntun  artillery,  ondi-r 
Dupm,  that  bad  arrived  at  Arroyo  on  the  23a.  ,  .  , 
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Oa  tie  morning  of  the  S4tli,  I  arrircd  at  the  TaDquecitoa  and  Soledad  ctobs- 
rude,  where  I  focnd  Gi^aeral  Anreliano  Riveras,  at  the  head  of  the  San  Lnie 
uralry  brigade.  Scarcitr  of  water  along  the  main  road  forced  me  to  the  Cha- 
vez pond,  where  I  arrived  at  three  in  the  afternooa.  After  a  short  rest,  I  went 
on  to  Tanqaecitos.  On  the  way,  I  perceived  a  great  dust  on  the  left  of  tlie 
road,  near  Jaramillo,  and  soon  learned  from  scouts  that  it  waa  caused  by  the 
aumj't  cavalry  returning  from  water. 

I  immediately  ordered  citiaeu  Aureliano  Itireraa,  with  100  cavalry,  to  attack 
hiiD,  and  eat  off  his  return  to  the  town,  or  to  feign  iin  attack  and  draw  him  into 
latbiuh,  while  I  took  poBsessIon  of  TiinqnecitoB  and  intrenched  there. 

At  half  put  five  in  the  afternoon  I  ordered  cannon  to  open  on  the  place,  to 
drive  the  enemy  out.  He  soon  returned  the  fire,  but  did  not  continue  long. 
Tmitiog  to  their  etrength,  the  French  traitors  dashed  upon  us,  and  we  had  to 
give  back  till  we  came  to  the  infantry,  when  the  battle  became  general. 

I  then  ordered  Colonel  E.  Mayer  with  the  Zaragoza  battalion  to  a  stream 
vbere  cavalry  could  only  para  in  two  places.  He  started  with  the  shout  of 
burah  for  the  republic!  and  very  soon  came  up  with  the  enemy.  In  the  mean 
lime  I  cent  Colonel  A.  Floree,  with  a  battalion  of  hunters  and  a  company  of 
Mj^iB,  to  take  the  advance.  They  marched  forward  with  the  same  shouts  of 
caofidence. 

Some  of  the  enemy  that  had  crossed  in  pursuit  of  our  cavalry  had  to  retreat 
in  don ble- quick,  and  fell  back  to  the  protection  of  a  column  of  infantry  and  a 
piKe  of  artillery.  But  he  soon  returned  to  the  charge,  with  a  company  of 
n£e9,ai)dcame  within  a  fuw  yards  of  our  lines.  I  had  already  begun  to  advance 
with  the  rest  of  the  battalions  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  trusting  the  left  to 
Colmel  L.  Casares,  of  the  mizt  battalion.  I  ordered  an  attack,  firing  in  battal- 
ioDt,  and  it  was  so  mortally  destructive,  the  traitors  soon  retreated. 

I  DOW  ordered  General  Biveras  to  cross  the  river  and  drive  the  enemy  back ; 
and  I  gave  a  similar  order  to  Captain  Garcia,  who  commanded  the  escort.  The 
tnemy  now  preeirnted  himself  for  the  tbird  time,  hut  waa  so  warmly  received 
b;  oar  cavalry  he  had  to  retreat  in  great  precipitation. 

Our  victory  was  complete  ;  we  held  possession  of  the  field ;  but  the  darkness 
at  the  night  favored  the  enemy  in  hia  escape,  and  he  carried  off  the  greater 
put  of  hia  dead  and  wounded.  We  found  ten  Europeans  killed  on  a  small 
fpace  of  ground  ;  so  we  jadge  his  loss  must  have  been  one-fourth.  The  trai- 
ton  ue  generally  one-half;  and,  as  we  did  not  find  one  of  them  dead  upon  the 
field,  we  think  they  must  have  deserted  when  returning  from'water,  instead,  of 
joiDing  the  French. 

As  my  only  object  was  to  whip  Dupin,  and  I  knew  he  was  expecting  300 
iWD  to  re-enforce  him,  I  started  fur  this  place,  wbero  I  arrived  at  noon  to-day. 

Oorloas  was  insignificant;  as  soon  as  I  Icaru  it,  I  will  let  yon  know.  A  few 
lide-arma  and  saddled  horses  fell  into  our  hands.  I  cannot  recommend  any 
nScer  especially,  as  they  all  behaved  courageonsly.  After  a  march  of  foorteeu 
laeues,  ever  a  rough  road,  without  water  or  proviaions,  our  brave  fellows  whip- 
ped im  equal  number  of  the  enemy,  better  armed  and  provisioned. 

I  congratulate  you,  geueral,  on  this  national  victory  of  the  24th  of  April,  beg- 
fing  Ton  will  make  it  known  to  the  Preaident  of  the  repablio. 

Independence  and  liberty  [ 

ALVINO  ESPIN03A. 

Citizen  Mariano  Escobbdo, 

Gaural-in-Chiff  of  the  Northern  Armtf  Corp*  at  Linare*. 

LiNABBS,  AprU  26,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

J.  6.  DORIA,  Seeretarg. 


..., Google 


222  CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  MEXICO. 

[EncloBUre  No.  a] 

Pedro  Martinez,  cacalry  colonel,  chief  of  the  third  brigade  in  the  tonthent  line 
of  New  Leon,  lo  the  people  of  Galeana,  YtUTbide,  and  Rio  Blanco  : 

Fbllow-citizbns:  The  convictB  Fablo  Basaldaa  and  Jiian  Martinez  haTe 
this  day  been  sentenced  to  suffer  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law,  for  treawn  to 
their  country,  in  aiding  and  abetting  its  enemies  in  the  dcstructiQn  of  its  towng. 
The  former  deserted  from  the  home  company  of  Galeana  Jdb^  Maria  Mddm, 
and  joined  the  invaders,  to  guide  them  in  their  destructive  expeditions.  Tb« 
latter  was  pnt  in  office  by  the  enemy,  and  exerted  himself  as  an  informer  agUDSt 
his  conntrymen,  persecuting  his  own  people,  and  even  taming  ae^sinst  bis  roaster. 

It  is  paiufal  10  be  obliged  to  inflict  tbe  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  npoQ  sons 
of  our  own  people,  who  huve  given  many  proofs  of  patriotism  in  the  present  con- 
test ;  bnt  even  that  fact  aggravates  the  crime  for  which  they  must  pay  deaiiy, 
those  who  look  npnn  this  war  as  they  have  upon  others,  and  think  their  crimes 
will  go  unpnnished.  No,  my  friends,  treason  must  be  punished  upon  the  sacied 
soil  (if  oar  liberties,  and  those  are  mnch  mistaken  who  think  they  can  fight  far 
gain,  but  are  not  obliged  to  fight  for  the  salvation  of  their  country. 

You  have  already  seen  what  yoQ  are  to  expect  from  strangers,  who  sack  otn 
towns  to  civilize  us,  murder  our  defent'eless  families  to  teach  ns  humanity,  and 
commit  all  sorts  of  atrocities  in  the  name  of  peace.  This  was  recently  doue  at 
Rio  Blanco,  where  the  bandit  Dupin,  the  hyena  of  Tamaulipas,  hung  invalids 
and  cripples,  wiiose  brothers  had  taken  up  ainu  in  defence  of  tlieir  country. 

Can  any  one  remain  indifleienl,  after  witnessing  such  conduct  7  Do  you  not  feel 
_  the  blood  mount  to  your  faces,  my  fiends,  when  yon  see  the  foreigner  inenlt 
yoD  in  your  houses  ?  You  have  strong  arms  yet,  and  the  advantage  of  a  good 
cause.  Where  are  the  fortunes  you  labored  for  so  hard  ?  Gone !  All  paseed 
into  the  bands  of  those  who  came  to  teach  yon  to  save,  and  to  establish  order 
and  morality.  You  understand  them  now.  You  know  the  fine  phrases  they 
use  to  hide  the  thirst  for  robbery  which  they  feel,  and  the  iniqnitons  plan  of 
their  despotic  master,  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  Wo  must  now  pay  them  for 
the  Ijarm  they  have  done  us,  and  the  only  way  to  do  this  is  to  take  up  arms  and 
fight  our  way  to  victory,  leaving  our  families  in  the  mountains  till  peace  recalls 
them  ti)  their  homes.  Down  with  the  infamous  invaders  and  the  hatefnl 
traitors ! 

And  yon,  people  of  the  southern  part  of  Xew  Leon,  you  who  havenot  yet  felt  the 
invader's  yoke,  look  at  the  fate  of  Galeana,  Rio  Blanco,  and  Ytnrbide,  and  see 
what  yon  are  to  expect,  if  you  do  not  rise  at  once  to  defend  your  rights  and  the 
holy  cause  of  the  independence  of  onr  mother  country. 

Yes,  fcllow-cilizens,  war  to  the  knife  against  the  slaves  of  Napoleon,  who  are 
polluting  our  soil,  who  come  to  destroy  our  nationality  and  rob  us  of  our  wealth. 
Down  with  Maximilian,  who  baa  the  effrontery  to  call  himself  emperor,  and 
then  kneels  to  his  French  master,  begging  him  to  oppress  the  Mexican  people, 
and  cement  his  throne  with  their  precious  blood.  Down  with  tbe  invadeis  xaA 
tmtors  !  Let  ns  sustain  onr  independence  and  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the 
nation.     Hurrah  for  the  republican  ai-my  ! 

Galbana,  May  22,  1866. 

PEDEO  MARTINEZ. 


[Enclosure  No.  4.] 

Mariano  Eacobedo,  general  of  ike  republic  and  chief  of  the  army  eorpt  of  (fc 

north,  to  the  troopt  of  hit  command: 

CoHPANiONS-iN-ARMe ;   The  enemy  having  prepared  a  great  comhinatioi) 

to  fight  our  torcesi  and,  as  announced  by  his  chief  Dooal,  to  annihilate  us. 
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teveral  Franco- traitor  columne  were  set  in  motion  on  the  march  from  Monterey, 
Saltillo,  and  Matelmals.  Tlie  proposed  operations  were  nallified  in  &  few  mo- 
nenU,  as  may  be  said,  for  they  were  compelled  to  return  lo  their  former  position, 
and  Buffered  greatlj  in  their  transit  from  de«ertionB.  There  is  scarcely  a  bat- 
talion eonetitnting  the  firet  cavalry  dirision  bnt  what  hae  list  BOme  eoldiera 
throBgh  desertion.  This  simple  fact,  laying  aside  their  hurried  coantcrmarch, 
Tbich  can  well  be  termed  a  fliKbt,  manifests  how  demoralized  and  tired  of  fight- 
ing are  tliose  who  have  adhered  to  "  the  Austrian,"  and  how  anzioasly  they 
await  the  time  when  they  caa  return  to  their  homes,  very  sorry,  as  they  are,  that 
ihey  ever  came  to  this  coantry  lo  cement  a  throno  which  is  in  open  oppositiou 
to  tbe  conviction  and  will  of  the  Mexican  people. 

That  constancy  and  valor  which  are  always  the  distinctive  charactei-ietica  of 
great  lonls  have' ever  animated  the  heroes  of  Paeo  de  las  Cabiu,  Villa  de  Gna- 
dalonpe,  Monterey,  Sau  Salvador,  and  St.  Isabel,  and  in  many  other  combos  iu 
whicb  the  liberal  arms  were  covered  with  glory. 

Soldiers !  The  enemy  baa  lost  all  hope  of  triumph.  For  this  reason  yon  see 
bim  flee  whenever  you  approach.  Despair  baa  made  its  way  in  hia  midst, 
cinsisg  him  to  abandon  his  bannere  and  seek  yours. 

Forward,  braves !  forward  I  the  republic  has  a  right  to  expect  great  things  of 
fon  yet  There  arc  many  forced  marches  to  be  mad**,  battlea  to  be  fought,  ene- 
mies to  conquer,  and  injuries  to  avenge.  Will  you  fall  back  now  when  the 
uiemy  has  almost  given  up  all  hopes  of  conquest  ?  The  valor  yoti  possess,  the 
constancy  and  decision  of  your  chiefs,  and  the  good  sense  and  feeling  of  the 
people  everywhere,  make  us  hope  that  you  will  not  recede,  aad  that  you  will  not 
aeiiit  until  you  see  your  country  happy  and  free. 

Then  will  you  have  fulfilled  your  duty,  and  history  will  record  yonr  actions, 
and  the  future  generations  will  bless  your  namea. 

MARIANO  ESCOBEDO. 

Li.\ABB3,  May  27,  1866. 

CEncIoiure  No.  6.] 
CONSTITUTIONAL   JURI8DlrT10\    OF    RIO    DLAKCO. 

Ton  have  heard  of  the  enemy's  movement  upon  this  valley  thmagh  the  com- 
nmnicatioa'  of  Colonel  Pedro  Martiiiez.  He  remained  several  days  in  Soledad, 
and  then  retired  to  Laja;  hut  tbia  was  only  a  feint  to  make  us  believe  he  bad 
l«fl.  He  returned  ou  the  19th  with  1,200  men,  600  of  which  were  traitors,  and 
took  ua  by  surprise.  They  remained  eight  days  in  the  valley,  and  then  went 
back  to  Soledad.  They  shnt  six  nnfortnnatea,  via :  laidoro  Martinez,  Nicolas 
Bodriguez,  Mateo  Ortega,  Hijinio  Florea,  Gregorio  Ramirez,  and  Pedro  Meleri- 
dei.  They  bmke  open  the  doora  and  aacked  all  the  honsea  ;  took  all  the  corn 
ihejcould  find;  destroyed  all  the  standing  grain;  killed  all  the  bogs  and  chickena 
in  the  valley,  throwing  the  offal  into  the  etrcets  and  public  squares  till  the  amell 
was  intolerable,  and  threatened  an  epidemic.  They  broke  into  the  judge's  office, 
destroyed  tbe  archives,  threw  loose  papera  into  the  streets,  broke  the  c'laira 
and  benches,  and  carried  off  all  tbe  arms  they  conld  find.  They  took  tbe  image 
of  St.  Frmncis  out  of  tbe  church  and  fastened  it  to  a  pole ;  they  despoiled  the 
Vitgin  of  Sorrows  of  her  Snery,  and  divided  it  among  them  ;  and  then  laid  the 
body  of  tbe  saint  upon  the  altar  I  They  killed  a  servant  of  Eatanisiao  Camacho, 
at  Virgin  ranch,  and  stole  all  the  cattle  in  the  surrounding  pasture!.  They  did 
the  same  at  tbe  farma  of  San  Juan,  Saudia,  and  PequeiJo.  It  is  not  known 
exactly  how  many  ^»ttle  were  taken,  but  the  rough  estimate  ie  3,000. 

The  Taller  ia  completely  ruined,  and  its  inhabitants  reduced  to  the  greatest 
dietrese.  They  will  have  to  go  elsewhere  to  find  food,  aa  everything  was  taken 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 
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The  people  of  San  Jo»£  did  not  aaff^  bo  mach,  as  their  vuitora  did  Dot  nnm- 
ber  more  tlian  one  hundred  Freucfa,  who  made  their  appearance  on  the  33d,  and 
were  soon  repulsed  and  driven  acrose  White  river  by  Captain  Camera. 

They  caught  a  Spaniard  nnmed  Joaii  Respaldisa,  at  Bocacil,  and  made  him 
cut  grass  for  their  horses.  They  caiTied  off  Encamacion  Alvarez  and  Florencio 
Gonzalez  from  the  valley.  They  tried  to  catch  Commander  Beyua,  but  he  got 
out  of  tlieir  way, 

I  send  yon  this  despatch  from  my  farm  of  Joya  de  los  Endnos,  where  I  in- 
tend to  stay  till  the  eiiemy  makes  his  appearance. 

Accept  my  respect  and  high  regard. 

^      '      ^  ^  A.  GONZALES. 

The  Citizen  Don  Mariano  Escobbdo, 

GvverHor  and  General-in-Chief  ijf  lAe  Horlhem  Army. 

Uav  30,  1866. 

I  certify  that  this  is  a  copy  of  the  original. 

Given  at  Foso  del  Zacate,  on  the  5th  day  of  Jtinft,  1866. 

J.  C.  BORIA,  Sterelary. 


[EnclosutB  No.  6.] 

REPUBLICAN   A 

From  the  enclosed  despatch  of  the  chief  official  of  this  city,  yon  will  see  the 
harm  that  the  bandit  Dupiu  has  done  here.  Every  family  is  in  monming;  the 
hoase-doora  have  been  broken,  and  the  houses  sacked.  The  people  have  suf- 
fered much  ;  there  is  no  exaggeration ;  .the  alcalde's  report  is  true.  Yon  could 
not  believe  the  devastation  without  seeing  it ;  everything  is  destroyed,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  live  here.  Higirjio  Flores  was  sent  to  tell  the  French  were  oomiog, 
when  Dupin  caught  him  and  had  him  shot.  Isidore  Martinez  was  sick  at  home, 
and  Maleo  Oitcga  was  not  in  service ;  Gregorio  Ramirez  had  a  brother  in  our 
army  ;  they  were  all  three  shot.  Nicolas  Rodrigncz  had  been  ensign,  and  they 
mordcred  him.  The  other  man  they  murdL'red  was  half-witted  and  nearly  blina, 
yet  they  had  him  shot.  I  caunot  auSiciently  express  my  horror  at  these  vile 
assassinations. 

I  make  this  communication  for  consequent  action. 

Independence  and  liberty  1     Rio  Blanco,  Uay  31,  1866. 

M.  RETNA. 

The  Citizen  Mariano  Escobbdo, 

Gcneral-in-CAief  cf  the  Northern  Army. 

Paso  dsl  Zacatb,  Jwu  5,  1866. 
I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  tme  copy  of  the  original. 

J.  C.  DOBIA,  StcrtlaiTi. 


[EoclosniB  No.  7.] 
NORTHBBN   army   CORPS — ORNBRAL-IN-CHIBF. 

The  repeated  acts  of  cnteltv  and  barbarism  committed  by  the  invadiDg  annj, 
whose  leaders  have  not  regarded  the  laws  of  war,  have  compelled  onr  mpreme 
constitutional  government  to  iaane  various  orders  and  circnlarai  and,  among 
them,  the  general  order  of  the  16th  of  November  to  the  army  corpa  nsder  my 
eommand.  The  sabstance  of  that  order  was  that  I  sboold  obserre  tbe  sams 
conduct  towards  their  prisoners  that  the  enemy  showed  to  vt,  kbA  this  w*i 
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made  kaown  to  tfaem  tbroueh  some  exchanged  prisonerB.  General  Douaj,  com- 
minder  of  the  forces  thai  devastated  Rio  Blanco,  Galeana,  and  LinarcB,  could 
bnt  kooir  what  to  expect  from  men  be  called  handits,  thieves,  and  robbers  if 
faig  men  were  taken  prisonen  hy  them.  And  now  the  alcalde  of  Rio  Blanco 
inronm  me- that  six  men  were  shot  by  the  French  without  the  least  form  of 
trial,  though  they  were  unarmed  citizens. 

Hamanity  can  hardly  believe  that  chiefs  of  a  civilized  nation  would  commit 
inch  atrocities  under  a  banner  that  boasts  of  the  greatest  enlightenment  in 
Europe.  But,  now  that  Rio  Blanco.  Galeana.  and  Iturbidc  are  destroyed,  we 
mmt  obey  orders,  and  retaliate. 

Since  the  enemy  desire  it,  I  command  you  to  eiecute  sis  of  the  French  prie~ 
oners  now  in  your  hands  witbin  three  hours  a^r  the  receplion  of  this  despatch, 
in  compliance  with  this  order,  and  to  make  the  execution  known,  and  the  names 
of  the  persons  executed. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Paso  del  Zacate.  June  5,  1866. 

M.  E^OBEDO. 

General  G.  TbbviRo, 
Chief  of  tke  Fir*t  Cavalry  Dieitton  of  the  Nor'iern  Army  at  Cerraho. 


[Eadotare  No.  8.] 

Dario  Garza,  cavalry  litute»a»t  colonel  of  the  republican  army,  chief  of  tcoul* 
i»  lie  morthem  army,  to  the  ciCizau  of  the  treond  dittrict  of  the  State  of  Sew 
EiOM  and  Ait  under  officert. 

Frirnds  and  FsLLDW-riTiZBNS :  The  cut-tbroate  and  pirates  sent  to  devas- 
tate onr  nofortnnate  country  by  that  ambitious  tyrant.  Napoleon  III,  under  the 
nune  of  an  anny,  to  rob  us,  murder  us,  and  establish  a  ridiculous  empire,  with 
the  scion  of  a  degraded  honse,  no  longer  conceal  their  aima. 

The  destruction  of  Galeana  and  Sau  Pedro  de  Iturbide  by  Douay,  the  cruelty 
of  Jeaningros  at  Allende  towards  old  man  Gansa  Voldez,  are  facte  that  speak 
plainly.  Let  ns  prepare  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  let  us  make  one  mote 
^ort  to  escape  his  cruel  mode  of  civitisatioa  by  making  victims  of  oa  ;  we  pre- 
fer death  to  dishonor  and  such  enlightenment. 

Fellow-soldiers,  it  is  your  place  to  chastise  hie  audacity ;  be  will  find  us 
always  ready  to  fight,  and  must  acknowledge  ue  worthy  defeaders  of  our  coun- 
try. Show  Iiim  no  mercy ;  give  none  to  his  traitor  alliue  ;  let  Mexico  struggle 
for  ber  captnt«d  rights,  and  her  name  will  be  respected  and  admired  by  the 
eoiirc  universe. 

iiabordi nation  and  discipline,  abnegation  and  patriotism,  are  the  vlrtaes  needed 
to  make  our  enemies  tremble  at  our  approach,  and  repent  that  they  had  ever 
usanlted  a  free  nation. 

Let  us  make  one  more  eflbrC,  with  f^th  and  coafideoc:,  una  you  may  be  sure 
I  will  be  by  yonr  side,  your  companion  and  friend. 

Independence,  the  supreme  national  governmeut  and  the  republican  army, 
f  rever!    Toro  Ranch,  June  8,  1866. 

DARIO  GARZA. 

[Encloanre  No.  9.] 
The  haUleof  Santa  Qertntdit :  a  victory  aeer  the  enemy  on  the  IGth  of  June,  18CC. 
The  glorioos  victory  of  the  IGth  of  June,  over  the  traitors  at  Santa  Gertradia, 
is  one  of  the  must  important  of  this  war.  If,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  it  is 
not  BO  important  aa  that  of  the  6th  of  Hay,  no  other  can  be  compared  to  it  in 
political  and  military  consequences.  It  demoralized  the  escort  vf  silver  from 
15  Mux. 
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]Iooter«7  to  Uier,  and  caiued  tfae  Burrender  of  M&tamoras.  News  from  the 
Utter  place,  aiid  intorcepled  letters,  show  how  complete  the  demonliution  wu. 
There  wsB  desertion  tram  the  Belgitta  forces,  and  their  number  was  so  diminuhed 
that  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  iu  baste,  not  delivering  tfae  specie  they  had  in 
charge..  ", 

The  Burrender  of  Matamoras,  from  peculiar  circumstaDcea,  was  an  anexpceted 
event.  It  was  certain  the  place  was  destined  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  forces 
fighting  at  Santa  Geiti-udie ;  but  it  was  hardly  believed  the  traitors  would  evac- 
uate the  place  when  onr  farces  were  fifty  leagues  distant.  This  shows  the  great 
importance  of  the  victory  in  a  moral  point  of  view.  There  was  the  greatest  dis- 
oi-der  among  the  rebel  troops  when  they  left  Matamoraa;  that  public  opinion, 
hitherto  suppreBsed  by  bayonets,  was  against  them. 

The  victory  of  Santa  Gertnidis,  and  the  consequent  evacuation  of  Matamons 
by  the  traitors,  have  given  a  solid  basis  of  operations  to  the  republican  army. 
The  immense  supplies  captured  will  help  to  organize  a  strong  anuy  that  can 
carry  the  war  into  the  interior  as  soon  as  Uonterey  is  taken.  The  possessioD 
of  Hatamoras  puts  ns  in  communication  with  the  United  States,  whence  the 
necesBary  arms  and  ammunition  can  be  obtained.  If  we  add  to  this  the  moral 
effect  of  the  victory  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  we  can  easily  comprehend  its 
importance  to  our  cause.  Tbe  defenders  of  the  republic  have  hitherto  been  rep- 
resented as  disorganized  bands  of  robbers  ready  to  run  at  the  slightest  notice; 
bnt  it  is  now  seen  they  form  a  regularly  organized  army,  well  disuplined.  Tbe 
late  victory  is  a  proof  of  this;  numbering  less  than  the  traitors, ihey  attacked 
them  and  routed  them  completely.  The  enemy  had  every  «onrenieuce  for  de- 
fending the  convoy,  or  they  would  not  have  stuted  with  iL 

Tbe  elegant  diBcipline  of  the  liberal  army  is  also  shown  iu  its  conduct  jut 
after  the  victon^;  the  convoy  was  captured  entire,  and  delivered  intact  to  the 
commander.  That  shows  ue  discipline  of  the  republican  soldier,  and  ia  tbe 
best  refutation  of  our  enemy's  base  calumny.  They  erected  gibbets  to  hang 
our  patriots  as  robbers. 

Before  concluding,  I  must  say  something  about  tho  results  of  this  signal  vic- 
toiy.  It  is  not  an  isolated  fact,  hut  tbe  result  of  mature  patrioUc  deliberaUoni. 
One  year  ago  all  tbe  frontier  was  under  the  ao-callcd  empire,  and  those  wbo 
sympathized  with  tbe  national  cause  had  to  conceal  their  opinions  or  soEFer  ibc 
violence  of  arbitrary  power.  Yet  in  those  trying  times  tnere  were  men  wbo 
did  not  lose  all  hope.  Solitary  and  alone  tfaey  rushed  into  die  combat,  and  con- 
tending with  evety  difficnlty,  they  r^sed  armies  and  marctied  ahead,  inspired 
by  patriotism  and  the  hope  of  ultimate  success.  They  muted  the  enemy  fre- 
quently, and  thas  commanded  respect.  The  victories  of  Paso  de  las  Gabiai, 
Santa  Isabel,  Gatorce,  and  Valle  de  Furieima  are  so  many  laurel  crowns  npon 
the  temples  of  tbe  Mexicans  who  ofi^red  themselves  a  sacrifice  to  tbe  repnblic 

Let  us  trust  to  our  faith  in  independence  as  long  as  there  remun  snch  men  as 
fought  at  Santa  Gertradis.  We  will  not  despair  in  the  hour  of  misfortune,  but 
wilt  encourage  tbe  desponding  to  fight  on  to  tlie  bitter  end. 

Mataimorasj,  30M  June,  1866. 

EHILIO  VELA8G0. 


[Eoclosure  Na   10.] 
MBXtCAN  RBPUULIC— NORTHERN  ARMY  CORPS— UBMBRAL-IN-CUIBF. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  of  tbe  splendid  republican  victory  at  Santa 
Gertnidis,  gained  by  my  forces  over  tbe  Austrians  and  traitors  esoortii^  a  convoy 
of  goods  from  Matamotas  to  Monterey.  I  had  only  1,600  men,  with  th«  first 
Tamaulipas  brigade,  nndcr  Colonel  Ganales,  while  the  enemy  had  2|000.  Tnst- 
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ing  to  Aapfliioiity  of  nitmben  he  attacked  me  id  my  intrenclimentfi,  where  I  was 
vaitiDg.  He  lisd  the  advantage  of  artillery,  too.  The  attack  was  violent,  bnt 
my  troops  vers  not  dismayed  in  the  least ;  we  reserved  onr  fire  till  the  enemy 
came  dose,  then  fired  and  charged  bayonet,  driving  him  back  in  great  confusion. 

The  victory  is  complete,  and  thoogh  we  have  not  yet  stmck  onr  tents,  we  have 
picked  np  more  than  a.  thonsand  muskets  and  other  arms,  have  captured  all  the 
artillery,  six  field  pieces,  two  monntain  pieces,  and  any  quantity  of  ammanition; 
leaving  more  than  fonr  hnadred  killed  ou  the  field,  moat  of  them  Anstrians,  a 
great  many  wonnded,  and  over  eight  hundred  prisouers,  two  hundred  of  whom 
are  foreigners.  Onr  loss  is  only  twt>  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.  As  soon 
as  I  can  collect  the  particnlan  I  vill  make  a  report  of  the  battle. 

I  cannot  commend  any  one  of  my  men  in  particular ;  all  did  their  du'.y,  fight- 
ing like  good  Uexicans  for  the  honor  of  the  republic  and  our  national  indepen- 
denc& 

Plflase  commnnicate  this  despatch  to  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation, 
tad  felicitate  him,  in  the  name  of  the  army  corps  of  the  north  and  the  first  Ta- 
maalipas  brigade,  on  this  day's  brilliant  victory  of  the  republic  over  its  foreign 
enuaiea. 

Independence  and  liberal    In  camp,  16th  June,  186G. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 

The  IfrNrsTBR  on  War  and  Harinb 

<if  the  Mtxica*  re/mblie,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 

Camaroo,  JuHt  17,  1866. 
A  true  eop  J  : 

J.  C,  DORIA,  Secretary. 


CEndoMmNo.  II.] 

JUcrMM0  Eteoiedo,  general  t^  the  reptiUic  amd  ek'tef  of  the  norther*  army 
corps,  to  the  troopt  that  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Santa  Oertrudit  : 

CoHPAMiOKS  IN  ARMS  :  The  national  arms  are  once  more  crowned  with  glory ; 
yoir  fittccd  mu^ea  and  natold  bardships  have  not  been  uoelesB,  for  the  Anstriane 
nd  tnKon,  tbosfh  Buperiorto  you  in  numbrnq,  have  been  forced  to  snccnmb  to  your 
covnge  and  raeolatiOB.  Yon  have  faron^t  the  usurper's  Austrian  mercenaries  to 
ysvrfiwttoiinplereyoitrelemeiiey,  andyon,  fierce  in  combat  bnt  generous  in  vic- 
tory, )&e  true  soldiers  of  the  repnUic,  have  been  mereifhl  to  them.  The  men  that 
appeared  so  mighty  in  your  ttoat  not  long  ago  exist  uo  more  ;  those  not  kiUed 
are  wovoded  and  prisoners  ;  a  few  officers  escaped,  but  their  fli^s  and  treasures 
nnain  in  our  hands.  Their  cbieft,  miserable  cowards,  had  not  the  courage  to 
biave  death  on  the  field  of  battle,  bnt  trusted  their  lives  and  safety  to  the  fleet- 
nees  of  their  faorsea. 

Fellow  soldiers,  the  invaded  republic  confidee  its  salvation  to  the  courage  of 
its  chitdren,  and  I  am  sure  they  will  protect  it  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  One 
veir  ago  we  were  fighting  without  resources,  almost  without  hope,  with  nothing 
out  our  patriotism  to  sustain  us,  yet  onr  faith  in  the  national  cause  never  w8r 
TOcd ;  now  that  the  northern  army  is  everywhere  victorious,  who  will  dare  to 
oppose  it  1  Let  us  hasten  onward,  fellow  soldiers,  and  eaptore  Hatamoras ;  then 
ve  can  have  time  to  rest.  We  will  leave  a  guard  to  protect  our  rear,  and  then 
McHiterey  and  Saltillo  vill  soon  be  ours ;  the  frontier  will  be  freed  from  the  odious 
presenea  of  the  invaders  and  their  accomplicea ;  we  will  carry  the  war  into  the 
ialcrior  of  the  republic,  and  help  our  brothers  to  fight  till  our  soil  is  nd  of  the 
ilaves  of  Napoleon  the  Third.  You  know,  fellow  soldiers,  we  have  always  re- 
rpected  tbo  law  and  the  customs  of  society ;  go  on,  as  yOu  have  done  np  to  this 
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time,  battling  with  the  eDcmyand  protecting  peaceful  citiscaB,  and  oar  c«tue  will 
surely  triumph  in  the  end.     Then  you  can  settle  down  quietly  vith  your  fami- 
lies, and  hold  up  jonr  head  in  pride  at  having  done  your  duty,  fighting  for  na- 
tional independence  and  the  honor  of  the  republic. 
Camp  at  8a.\ta  Gbrtrudis,  I6tk  June,  1866. 

M.  E8C0BED0. 


[Encloraie  No._I2.] 

MEXICAN  KEIiOBLIC — \OBTUBRN  ARMY  CORPH OB.\EflAL-IN-CBlBP. 

According  to  my  promise  on  the  16th,  I  have  the  honor  to  give  a  complete  re- 
port of  the  battle  of  Santn  Gertradis,  which  you  will  communicate  to  the  citiiea 
President. 

1  had  already  fixed  my  headquarters  at  Linares,  when  I  was  informed  that 
the  enemy  from  Uatamoras  and  Monterey  had  united  to  protect  a  convoy  of 
merchandise  and  specie  between  the  two  cities.  Without  knowing  whether  ta 
credit  the  report  or  not,  I  took  the  necessary  precaatioaB  of  stationing  a  division 
of  infantry  at  China,  the  second  cavalry  briauie  at  Paso  del  Zacate,  and  the  first 
brigade  Mtween  Monterey  and  Geralvo.  To  cut  off  re-enforcementa  for  the 
French  colnmn  that  bad  lef^  Uonterey,  I  ordered  Colonel  Pedro  Hartines  to 
threaten  Saltillo  with  300  cavalry,  assisted  by  the  governor  of  Coahnila  with 
i)is  aviulable  force,  while  Lieuteuant  Colonel  Antonio  Garcia  should  watch  every 
entrance  to  Monterey,  and  prevent  any  communication. 

When  my  forces  were  thus  stationed,  I  learned  that  I,oOO  French  cod  SOD 
traitors  had  left  Monterey  on  the  7th.  This  report  was  soon  confirmed  by  Gen- 
eral Geronimo  Trevino,  who  was  watching  them,  and  annoying  them  in  every  poa- 
eible  way,  blocking  up  the  road,  filling  the  wells  and  springs,  and  uiingevery  le- 
gal strategy  to  harass  an  enemy.  In  the  mean  time  I  was  expecting  to  hear  of 
the  enemy  coming  out  of  Matamoros  as  an  escort  to  a  caravan  of  goods  for  Mon- 
terey ;  but  Colonel  Canales,  who  was  on  the  lookout,  could  obtain  no  ancfa  in- 
formation. I  then  determined  to  march  out  to  meet  the  French,  which  I  did  on 
the  9th,  stopping  the  first  night  at  Aldamas.  On  the  10th  I  came  within  ten 
leagues  of  Ceralvo,  where  I  remained  the  lOrh  and  ISth,  watching  the  enemy. 
The  French  got  to  Ceralvo  on  the  12th,  and  I  learned  froma  captured meesen- 
ger  from  Mejia  to  De  Tuc^,  that  they  would  nut  leave  there  till  ihey  heard  the 
convoy  had  got  to  Mier.  For  this  reason  I  changed  my  plan  of  operations,  and 
by  forced  marches  reached  Santa  Gertrudis,  three  leagues  from  tbe  enemy,  on 
the  15th.  Knowing  the  enemy  would  be  obliged  to  advance,  as  there  waa  not 
enough  water  for  his  2,000  mules,  I  prepared  for  battle  in  the  following  manner : 
I  divided  my  forces  into  five  columns  for  attack,  and  one  for  reserve.  Colonels 
J.  A.  Flores  and  Luis  G.  Caceres,  over  the  lat  infantry  column  of  250  men, 
with  the  1st  brigade.  The  second  column,  of  the  same  number  of  men,  was 
commanded  by  Colonels  Miguel  Falacioe  and  Edelmiro  Mayer.  Tbe  third,  (d 
300  men.  by  Colonels  Francisco  Naranjo  and  Adotpho  Garza.  Fourth,  the 
Tamaulipas  brigade,  of  300  rifles,  under  Servando  Canales  and  Julian  Cerda. 
with  two  columns  of  cavalry.  Fifth,  composed  of  the  northern  legion,  under* 
Joaquin  Garza  Leal,  and  the  Lampazos  explorers,  under  Juan  N.  S  leni  anJ 
Higinio  Villareal,  all  under  the  command  of  General  Geronimo  TreviRo.  The 
reserve  of  300  men,  sappers,  aharpebooters,  and  riflemen  of  tbe  Uio  Grande, 
was  commanded  by  Colonel  Salvador  F.  de  la  Gavada  and  Lieutenant  Uolonet 
Vicente  Mariscal. 

Thus  divided,  the  columns  were  sent  into  the  field  to  await  the  enemy,  who 
won  appeared,  leaving  hie  baggage  in  the  rear.  On  the  lOtb,  at  sis  in  the 
morning,  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  h<B  cannon,  while  tbe  infiuitiy  con- 
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tioaed  to  advanco  slowly.  M!y  orders  were  implicitly  obeyed ;  the  men  lay  flat 
on  tlie  gronud,  the  cavalry  concealed  in  a  tliiuket  of  trees.  The  enemy  eoo- 
tinaed  to  advance  till  be  got  within  rifle-shot  of  our  lioee,  when  I  ordered  my 
men  to  chaise.  This  was  done  bravely  ;  the  infantry  coatinoed  to  advance,  tiK 
both  armies  had  to  combat  with  side-anns.  The  enemy  foiffned  an  attack  on 
onr  left  with  two  iufantiy  columns,  and  attempted  to  sarroand  ns.  At  thie  mo- 
ment I  ordered  the  cavalry  to  charge,  and  General  Trevi&o  made  a  bold  assaalt 
on  the  right.  This  was  so  snccese&il  that  the  enemy  was  completely  flanked  on 
the  lef^  The  combat  with  Bide-arms  was  of  abort  duration,  having  ended  at 
seven  in  the  morning,  with  the  complete  destmction  of  the  aua trio-traitor  forces. 

I  enclose  a  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  [No.  1)  on  both  eidee,  and  ot 
the  prisoners  we  nave  taken.  No.  2  is  a  list  of  armiery,  arms,  &c.,  taken  from 
the  enemy.  No.  3  is  a  list  of  the  prisoners.  The  traitors  aie  not  inoladed,  be- 
eange  they  are  incorporated  into  our  ranks.  No.  4  is  a  general  sketch  of  the 
battle. 

I  cannot  make  particular  recommendations,  because,  as  I  said,  every  man  did 
hig  doty  Convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  cause,  onr  soldiers  had  no  doubt  of  vic- 
toiy,  and  marched  forward  certain  of  success.  During  the  combat  there  were 
many  persooal  encounters  worthy  of  the  greatest  admiration. 

As  a  consequence  of  this  glorious  triumph  of  the  national  cause,  the  garrison 
in  Hatamoraa  is  thrown  into  the  greatest  confusion,  and,  to  take  advantage  of  it, 
I  will  march  upon  the  place  to-morrow,  hoping  to  be  able  to  give  you  an  early 
icconnt  of  my  expedition. 

Before  concluding  1  must  praise  this  army  under  my  command  for  its  excel-  i 
lent  conduct  and  discipline,  and  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the  citizen  Presi- 
dent of  the  republic,  with  whom  I  rejoice  at  this  signal  triumph  of  onr  glorious 
catue. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Gamargo,  June  19,  1866. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 

The  KiNisTBR  OP  Was  amd  Uarinr 

^  the  Meziean  Repuitic,  futherever  he  may  he.) 

Camaroo,  June  30,  1866. 

A  true  copy ; 

F.  C.  DOBIA,  Secretary. 


[Enclosure  No.  13.] 
No.  1. 

NORTHBII.V  ARMY  COBPa — KEADQUARTBRS. 

IaH  of  killed,  voitnded,  andpritOHert  at  the  battU  of  Santa  Gertrudis.  on  the 
16th  oj  June,  1866. 

KILLED. 

The  loss  in  the  republican  forces  was  1  colonel,  1  commander.  9  nontenants, 
17  teixeante,  23  corporals,  and  101  soldiers — ^making  a  total  of  155. 

Kilted  of  the  tniton :  1  lieutenant  colonel,  2  commanders,  9  captains,  12 
lieutenants,  and  227  soldiers — a  total  of  251. 

The  Aufltrians  lost  1  captun,  2  lieutenants,  and  142  soldiers — total,  145. 

A  total  in  both  armies  killed,  551. 

WOUNDED. 

Of  the  republicans  ;  2  commanders,  1  lieutenant,  4  sergeants,  14  corporals, 
»od  57  Boldiera — total,  78.  i 
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Traitors  wounded :  2  commuDdere,  11  sergeantB,  29  corporals,  and  79  soldien— 
making  a  total  of  ISI. 

Auetriane  wonnded  :  I  captaio,  2  lien  ten  an  ta,  I  sergeant,  7  corporals,  and  33 
soldiers— a  total  of  44. 

Number  of  wounded  in  both  armies,  243. 

FRI60MBII8  OF  WAR-. 

Of  the  traitors:  1  lieutenant  colonel,  1  commander,  5  captwne,  20  Itenteo- 
ants,  51  Bei^eants,  57  corporals,  and  723  soldiers — a  total  of  806. 

Austrian  prisoners:  1  captain,  5  lieutenants,  9  sergeants,  8  corporals,  and  ISO 
soldiers — total,  14  J. 

Prisoners  in  all,  1,001. 

Camp  at  Gamarqo,  June  17, 1866. 

SOSTENES  ROCHA. 

Camabgo,  June  17  1866. 

F.  C.  DOKIA.  Seerctarg. 


A  certified  cop^ : 


[Enclosare  No.  14.] 

No.  2. 

Li$t  of  artillertf  and  ammunition,  tools,  arms,  gtm-earriaget,  cartridge-bvia, 
Ift.,  taken  Jhm  the  enemy  at  the  battle  of  the  16/A  ^  Junr,  1866. 

CAN.\ON  AND  HOWITZERS. 

S4-poundcr  howitzer,  mounted  and  in  good«rder. 1 

One  8-pounder,  in  same  condition 1 

Four  rifled  cannon         do            4 

Two  rifled  cannon,  Prussian  make,  not  mounted 2 

Uaking  a  total  of  eight  pieces 8 


For  battery 

For  ammunition . . 


Total  . 


OUN-CARRIAOBS. 


TOOLS  AND  ARMS. 


Swabs,  with  aha£t  and  ramrod  for  S-pounders 

Directing  leverB  for  same 

Swabs  for  24-pounder  howitzers,  and  ramrod 

Directing  levers  for  same 

Field  buckets 

Ammunition  sacks 

Cartridge-boxes. 

Punches ..., 

Housings 1 

Spare  lances,  (one  unarmed] 
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ARTILLBBV    AMMUMTION. 

Sbcfo  for  24-ponDder  howitBon U 

Gnpe  ahot  for  awne -JO 

Round  shot  for  S-ponnden 80 

Gnpe  for  aame 16 

SbeUa  for  rifled  cannoD,  i-ponnderg 420 

Solid  (hot  for  same 60 

Grape  for  Bame 80 

Patent  fuze 

INPANTRV   ARMS. 

Muaket  cartridges 12,000 

Austrian  rifle  cartridges t3i  000 

Percnsaion  caps 30, 000 

ARH8. 

Perciuaioii  and  Uississippt  riflea 930 

Bafoneta  for  same 275 

Ba^ oneta  withoat  riugs 280 

Aoatrian  rifles  (calibre  not  known) 266 

Siiagg  for  same ....... .....  250 

IdDces  with  pennants 38 

SibfES 5i 

MUSICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

Infantiy  comets 25 

Infuitry  comets,  Anatrian  make 3 

ClarioDets 3 

Bast  drams 3 

803TENE8  ROCHA. 
Camp  AT  Caharoo,  Jutie  17, 1866. 

Oamaroo,  June  17,  1S6G. 
A  certified  copy ; 

F.  C.  DOBIA,  Secretary. 


[Encloaure  Mo.  15.] 

No.  3. 

Lift  of  pruoner*  taken  on  the  IG/A  of  June,  1866. 

Salvador  Iglesiae,  Ifeutenant  colonel  of  the  cazadorea  de  Qiieretero,  a  native 
of  Mexico,  (YacataD ;)  Manuel  Lozada,  commander  of  battalion,  same  corps, 
Mexican ;  Maoricio  Medelin,  retired,  Mew  T^eon ;  Aogiistin  Gordillo,  belonging 
to  the  engineer  corps,  native  of  Spain ;  Jnan  Gomez  Cnlccrrada,  captain  in  the 
infaatrj  corps,  Spaniard ;  Andres  Fichardo,  of  Gnanajuata;  Benito  Barcenaa, 
captain,  Mexican ;  Francisco  Atvaredo,  captain,  Mexican;  Bomulo  Amarlllas, 
ciptsin,  Mexican;  Paalino  Valderas,  adjutant,  Spain ;  Pedro  Oeavez,  adjutant. 
Spun;  Jeens  Garcia,  lieutenant,  Jalisco;  Ramon  Saavedra, lieatenant,  Gnana- 
jnata;  Jos£  Lara,  lieutenant,  Spain ;  Francisco  Velazqnez,  second  lieutenant, 
Mexico ;  Pedro  Roaaa,  second  lieutenant,  Mexico ;  Felipe  Rivera,  second  lieuten- 
ant. Mexico;  Desideria  SaldaBa,  second  lieutenant,  Mexico;  Hipolito  Varte, 
second  lieutenant,  Mexico;  Fioqninto  Eatrada,  aecond  lieutenant,  Mexico; 
Toribio  Garcia,  aecond  lieutenant  Mexico;  Priaciliano  Torres,  second  lieoten- 
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ant,  Uexico ;  Vicente  Martinez,  second  lientenant,  Hezico ;  Santiago  Grandan, 
second  lieutenant,  Mexico;  Lorenzo  Perez,  second  lieutenant,  Mexico ;  Antonio 
Hernandez,  enaign,  Mexico;  Simon  Rodrignez,  ensign,  Mexioi ;  Vicente  liofKt, 
enaign,  Mexico;  Dario  Martinez,  ensign,  Mexico. 

Aiutria»  officeri  and  st^dieri. 

Captain  Federico  Ludozice,  cazador,  Austria;  Santiago  S.  Rone,  cazador, 
Poland;  Antonio  Adam,  cazador,  Aastria;  Felipe  Saber,  cazador,  GermaDj; 
Francisco  Bittner,cszador,AnBtris;  Carlos  Schmidt,  cazador,  Bohemia;  Miguel 
Balmntti,  cazador,  Austria;  Julio  Voit,  cavalry,  Austria;  Luis  Bemee,  cavaJry, 
Anstria;  Luis  Saatzoehina,  artillery,  Austria;  Carlos  Qobet,  artillery,  Anstria; 
Jos^  Holfeld,  cazador,  Austria;  Francisco  Gottlulier,  cazador,  Austria;  Simon 
Vervncobit,  cazador,  Austria;  U^o  Frobasha,  cazador,  Austria;  Ferdinand 
Herhti,  cazador,  Austria;  Manuel  Edelebacher,  artillery,  Austria;  Edaardo 
HasBold,  artillery,  Austria;  Jos^Jacober,  artillery  soldier,  Austria;  Joan  Wald- 
shutz,  artillery  soldier;  Wenzel  Fuclis,  artUtery  soldier;  Matias  MUinla,  artillery 
soldier;  Jos^  Sroco,  artillery  soldier;  Juan  Kudjic,  artillery  soldier;  Francisco 
Krebinski,  artillery  soldier;  Antonio  Colli,  artillery  soldier;  Miguel  Barofs, 
artillery  soldier;  FerdinandGarofs,  artillery  soldier;  Francisco  Pehafez.  artillery 
soldier;  Jnan  Boll,  artillery  soldier;  Julio  Remph,  artillery  soldier;  Job£  Gasi- 
gag,  artillery  soldier;  Jos6  Pitez,  artillery  soldier;  Looginos  Lohez,  artillery 
soldier;  Manricio  Watez,  artillery  soldier;  Antonio  Bofset,  artillery  soldier, 
Austria;  Juan  Bradt,  artillery  soldier;  Francisco  Joseht,  artillery  soldier; 
Martin  Hlict,  artillery  soldier;  Gregor  Barou,  artillery  soldier;  Manuel  Edels- 
bacher,  corpora],  Austria;  Eduardo  Haisold,  Jost^  BuefT,  Snstar  Rnie,  Ferdi- 
nand Fogn,  Heinrich  Mnlter,  Carlos  Pipiuk,  August  Moluar,  Alexander  Banm- 
kirchner,  soldier ;  Ferdinand  Maurfer,  soldier;  Franz  Eckert, soldier;  Frederick 
Schonberger,  soldier;  Carlos  Roster,  soldier;  Joe6  Gufo,  soldier;  Miguel  Schoef- 
fer,  soldier;  Juan  Woneck,  soldier;  Carlo  Micbalka,  soldier;  Carlo  Norback, 
soldier;  Miguel  Qenmeides,  soldier;  Antonio  Koniak,eolditT;  Juan  Servoboda, 
soldier,  Austria:  Francisco  Tra,  Matias  Garbuski,  Francisco  Silz,  Antonio 
Anderubuka,  Josii  Bofiner,  Carlo  Grifiler,  Matis  Cealik,  Andres  Serak,  Miguel 
Zokrzenoski,  Josfi  Tellenak,  Job£  Metnez,  Ignacio  Scbantaker,  Francisco  1^m~ 
her,  Francisco  Eoih,  Leopold  Jolf,  Francisco  Fuhzer,  Francisco  Hora,  Fian- 
.  «BCO  Ktirroruk,  Job6  Levada,  Ignacio  Dobrogoloki,  Anton  Kaltenbik,  Vincenz 
Kantzki,  Anton  Kluls,  Juan  Silmids,  Francisco  Bareubank,  Tomas  Anto- 
millo,  Joe4  Cirigatti,  Domiuick  Sartori,  Job6  Bekars,  Jo86  Paradieo,  Benjanun 
Foealusa,  Francisco  Herdina,  Andrea  Bcbuesner,  Juaa  Wende^slad^  Lais 
Omeindl,  Jos^  Bemes,  Joa4  Krotka^  Dtonio  Tavan,  Alvert  Crefmer,  Antonio 
Grill,  Julio  Wetzelhofer,  Josti  Eula,  Matias  Doehnal,  Francisco  Goldriecb, 
Pedro  Kautzer,  Jacobo  Reger,  Josfi  Chodera,  Francisco  Flugler,  Juan  Bacfaaiz, 
Jnan  Womiak.  Casparo  Potroni,  Juan  Moos,  Jnan  Haure,  Antonio  Bolondex, 
Franz  Baguz,  Josfi Ruspinelz,  Jnan  Kerosine, Francisco  Hadaie,  AuguitSt.  Poul, 
Josfi  Homser,  Josfi  Sergety,  Engen  Gnet,  Andre  Alsenasik,  Antonio  Uretsehez. 
Wenzel  Greezi,  Alyeit  Oolenz,  Martin  ScbifHer,  GusUv  Hajek,  Miguel  Benreld. 
Jacobol  Anisehka,  Anton  Mesnco,  Stefan  Balogb,  Georfe  Strebel,  Jose  Miklovidi, 
Joan  Abraham,  Joae  Schemisser,  Joan  Rifsko,  Moaio  Janisikek,  Joseph  Kopsa, 
Juan  Komarizin,  Josfi  Steiuer,  Wenzel  Schimek,  Carl  Koriatek,  Anton  Biuel- 
haba,  Humuch  Burga,  Josef  Fidler,  Ferdinand  Bemam,  Josfi  Soasihet,  Jnan 
Tillioly,  Josfi  Oatterte,  Josfi  Snuts,  Josfi  Molier,  Jofs  BoU,  Josfi  Maria  Borell, 
Alejandro  Almidu,  Francisco  Slama,  Ednaido  Langer,  Stanislao  Szerediniy, 
Julio  Rauch,  Francisco  Zach,  Augusto  Langenman,  FranciBco  Tamer,  Leon  V. 
Vorea,  JostS  Gamirosei,  Paulo  Falue,  Fraucisco  Hlumisei,  Vincenzia  Drcblich, 
Francisco  Urban,  Antonio  Paulich,  Antonio  Krans,  Vincensia  Glos,  Antonio 
Dosrauea,  Joefi  Kobre,  Miguel  Losei,  Jacobo  Flux,  Matias  Gafsner,  Josfi  Cani- 
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davo,  Wensl  Trief,  Fiandaco  Geppert,  Paulo  Wancho,  Veaxl  Henebnum, 
Fnueiaco  Tabik,  Federico  Bartha,  Hose  Benner,  Bartolome  Mialea,  Fraacieco 
Nenlinger,  Mignel  Zapro,  Mauimilan  Caervenka,  Francieco  Horvalh,  Matias 
Banmearmer,  Juan  Doluek,  Franciaco  Szabo,  Juan  Berger,  Antonio  Pehgsr. 
CiMP  AT  Caharuo,  June  17,  1866. 

80STENES  BOGHA. 

Cauaroo,  June,  17  1S66. 
.  A  certified  copy : 

F.  C.  UOEIA,  Secretary. 


[Enclosare  No.  IG.] 

AgTttmtKtJbr  the  turrender  of  Matamora*. 

In  the  heroic  city  of  Matamoraa,  on  this  twenty-iecond  day  of  June,  one 
thoDsaDd  eight  hundred  and  sixty-aix,  at  a  meeting  of  citizen  General  D.  Tbomae 
Mejia  and  a  commieBion  of  the  people,  consisting  of  Senors  D.  Augnstin  Men- 
chuca,  D.  Joan  Frado,  and  D.  Antonio  de  la  Garza  Gbapa,  of  the  first  part, 
and  citizen  General  D.  Joan  de  la  Garza,  acting  nnder  the  antbority  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  tbe  inBtmctiots  of  the  citizen  governor  and  military  commandante 
ofTamanpilaa,  GeneralJoB6  M.  J.  Garvajal,  for  tbe  purpose  of  treating  for  the 
sorrender  of  the  plaza,  after  tbe  nanal  formalities,  agreed  upon  the  terms  con- 
tained in  tbe  following  articles  : 

Abticlb  1.  General  Uejia  is  to  deliver  up  tbe  plaza  of  Matiunoras  within 
forty-eight  bonra  to  the  citizen  General  Joan  de  la  Garza,  commanding  tbe 
diviiion  operating  against  Katamoras. 

Art.  2.  The  reception  of  the  plaza  will  be  according  to  the  usoal  fonnalities, 
ladnding  the  forces  and  armament  of  tbe  plaza. 

Art.  3.  General  Mejia  shall  be  permitted  to  withdraw  with  tbe  troops  of  bis 
ditision  unmolested  by  tbe  road  to  Bagdad,  with  two  rounds  of  ammunition. 

Art.  4.  Tbe  lives,  property,  and  interests  of  the  citizens  are  guaranteed,  and 
they  shall  not  be  molestea  for  their  previous  political  conduct  or  opinions. 

Art,  5.  The  government  of  tbe  State  reserves  the  right  to  investigate  the 
conduct  of  those  who  have  taken  tbe  more  prominent  part  against  it,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  public  jnstice. 

For  the  enforcement  and  carrying  out  of  tbe  foregoing  agreement,  we  hereby 
sign  in  triplicate. 

THOMAS  MEJIA. 

JUAN  PRADO. 

ANTONIO  DE  LA  GARZA  CHAPA. 

ARG03TIN  MENCHACA. 

JUAN  JOSfi  DE  LA  GARZA. 

Ratified  at  general  headquarters,  Bancbito,  June  33, 1866 — three  o'clock  a.ni. 

GARVAJAL. 


[EdcIosutb  No.  17.] 

The  general  of  divinon  Joti  Maria  J.  Carvajal,  governor  and  military  eom^ 

mandant  of  the  Stale  of  TamatUipat,  to  its  inhabitant*: 

Fkllow  Citizens  r  The  city  of  Matamoras  is  free  from  tbe  oppression  im 


posed  o 
fished  t 


it  by  the  force  of  the  invader,  and  republican  rule  is  ouce  more  estab- 
[ished  therein.  The  enemy,  convinced  that  he  had  not  tbe  support  of  the  public, 
has  delivered  the  plaza  into  our  hands.    This  success  is  the  prelude  to  the  com- 
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filete  trimnph  of  the  satioiiftl' independence  on  tliis  frontier,  and  will  in  due  time 
ead  to  carrying  the  w*r  into  the  interior  of  the  republic  for  the  defence  of  onr 
brothere. 

To  this  end  all  patriotB  would  contribnte.  The  country  re^nires  Bacrificet 
from  her  eons.  All  good  Mexicans,  though  they  may  have  been  divided  by  ^a- 
aensions  and  revolntions,  can  meet  under  the  national  banner. 

Citizens,  I  solicit  your  concurrence.  My  chief  desire  is  to  sustain  the  cause 
of  independence,  receiving  all  of  its  faithful  defenders,  without  distinctioD  of 
par^,  tuat  we  may  show  oureelves  worthy  of  liberty,  that  we  may  maintain 
uni^,  and  tbat  previous  dissensions  may  be  forgotten. 

To  this  end  I  eball  make  war  solely  against  the  French  and  the  traitors. 
The  inoffensive  people  shall  have  the  amplest  guarantees,  and  my  firm  deter- 
mination is  to  respect  all  persons  and  property  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  nations. 
Confident  that  my  patriotic  intentions  are  appreciated,  I  expect  the  aid  of  the 
people,  tbat  a  complete  triumph  may  be  attained.  The  support  of  the  people 
will  be  all-sufficient  to  enable  me  to  combat  the  enemy,  and  confident  in  that 
support,  I  shall  not  hesitate  in  making  the  greatest  sacrifices. 

JOSE  M.  J.  OARVAJAL. 

HBADaUABTGRS  AT  RaXCHITO,  JtlMe  23,  1866. 


FBOCLAHATION  OF  OBNBUL  OABZA. 

The  eiUzat  Juan  Joti  de  la  Garza,  chief  of  Ike  firtt  divuion  of  Tamaulipat, 
and  proviiional  commandant  of  the  city,  to  Hi  inhaUtanti: 

FBtLOW-ClTiZBNS  :  My  taking  military  command  of  the  city  has  been  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  citizens  in  their  life  and  property.  Exemplary 
pnuisbment  will  follow  any  disorder,  withont  distinction  of  person,  for  it  la  not 
private  individuals,  but  the  competent  authorities,  that  are  the  judges  of  the 
proper  course  of  procedure. 

AH  enjoy  the  guarantees  which  the  law  allows,  and  in  bo  way  shall  tlieee  be 
violated.  Far  from  this,  I  shall  endeavor  to  re-establish  confidence)  and  the 
efibrts  of  all  good  Mexicans  should  be  directed  to  the  same  end,  and  the  salva- 
tion of  our  independence.  Without  the  first  the  second  is  imposeible.  Mexieans, 
the  epoch  of  our  regeneration  begins  ;  union  under  the  banner  of  Fidalgo,  war 
upon  the  French  and  traitors,  tbe  triamphsof  our  independence  and  nationality, 
are  the  ends  which  we  shoal d  have  in  view. 

The  frontier  at  all  times  has  been  tbe  constant  defender  of  liberty.  Her  sous 
gained  the  gloriooe  battle  of  Santa  Gertrudia  ;  a  wide  field  is  open  to  us  to  fight 
for  onr  nation's  canse ;  patriotic  Uexicana  will  not  recede  from  tneir  nndertaking. 
To  participate  in  tbe  glories  and  dangera  ia  the  highest  wish  of  your  companion 
and  friend, 

JUAN  J.  DE  LA  GARZA. 


No.  81. 

Mr.  Seviard  to  SeHor  Romero. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Wtukinglo*.  A%su*t  8, 16C6. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  Ist  instant,  containing  an  intercating  account  of  the  militaty  operations  in 
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Mexico  from  the  begionmg  of  April  to  the  ead  of  June  of  litis  year,  for  which 
be  pleased  to  accept  my  tbanke. 

lavsil  myeelf  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  yon  the  asBuranceE  of  my  most 
diitjnniiihea  coneideratioD. 

WirJ^IAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Seiior  Don  Hatias  Bombbo,  ^.,  ^.,  i(e. 


&«(w  Romero  to  Mr.  Seteard. 
[Tiutslation.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  thk  United  States  of  Ambbica, 

Wathington,  Novrmber  27, 1866. 
Mr.  Sbcubtary  :  I  have  the  honot  to  tranEmit  to  yon,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  mentioned  in  the  annexed 
indes,  moftly  taken  from  the  official  paper  of  the  ^vemment  of  the  Uexican 
republic,  and  containing  chiefly  official  reports  of  military  operations  in  the 
noithem  military  division  of  the  Mexican  repuhlic,  from  June  to  September  of 
the  present  year. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  favorable  occasion  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  tlie 
w!nrancefi  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration, 

M.  BOMERO. 
Eon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  t(e.,  fy:. 


I'dex  of  dacumentt  tent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Wathington  to  the  Depart- 
rntnt  of  State  of  the  United  States,  with  the  note  of  thi*  date,  relating  to  the 
Hilary  operaliont  of  the  northern  army  if  the  Mexicam  repuiUcfrom  June 
to  September,  1866. 


Ho. :     Dat«. 


3 

June 

29 
4 

s;  Aug. 

36 
IS 

i  1  Aug. 

9]Sep\ 

13 
12 

10 

Ang. 

13 

12 
13 

14 

Oct 

Ang. 

2 
13 

S 
13 

Official  report  of  Geoeral  Escobedo  to  the  minigter  of  nor,  io  relation  to  the 
caintuiatiDD  of  Hatamoru  mode  betvreeu  Oenernl  Carrajal  sod  Tomas 

OpioioD  of  (he  qnartcrmaster  funeral  of  the  arm;  of  the  norUi  on  said  ea- 

Text  of  tbe  capitulntioii. 

Tbe  miuieter  of  wai  to  Geoeral  Eecobedo,  ioforming  faim  that  (he  govem- 


ment  disapproves  of  the  capitulatioD  agreed  upon  between  Oeoeral  Car- 
v^al  and  DooTomaa  Hejio,  and  ordenag  General  Csrvajal  to  be  tried 
b;  court- martial. 


An  act  drawn  np  in  MatamorMinjoctiog  General  CarTajalaa  governor  and    - 

making  Colonel  Canalee  governor  for  the  time  being. 
Prodamalion  of  Colonel  Canalet. 
The  minister  of  war  informs  General  Tapia  that  the  government  diaapproveB 

of  the  events  that  occnrred  io  Uatamoras  on  the  Isth. 
Colons!  Canalee  to  the  minleter  of  relatioos,  commnnicating  to  him  all  thai 

happened  in  Uatamoras  on  the  daj  of  the  13th. 
Beplj  of  the  minister  of  relationa  to  the  preceding. 

Colonel  Canalea  CommnnicAtee  the  eveolBof  the  13tb  to  the  minister  of  war. 
The  miobter  of  war's  reply  to  Colonol  Csnales'a  QOle. 
Colonel  Canoles  commnnicates  the  capitulation  of  Tamplco  to  the  minister 

of..,.  ,,-lglj. 
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No.       Date.  CoDtenlB. 


16 


Aoi;.   28 
AoK-     8 

kMg.      8 


Text  of  the  upitutation. 

The  minUler  of  war  infonnB  the  (^Temor  of  Tam&Qlipai  that  the  ca[atalK- 

tioD  is  approved,  with  eerlain  reatridioiu. 
Tampico  coneapondence,  giving  details  of  the  political  litDBtion  of  that 

Omciat  report  of  General  Arce  on  the  occnpatioa  of  the  city  of  Nataa,  hi 

the  Btate  of  Dnrango. 
Repl;  of  the  miniater  of  war  to  the  above  despatch. 
Official  report  of  Qeneral  Eicobedo  to  the  minister  of  war  on  tk«  «ocnii»- 

of  Monterey  and  Saltillo  b;  the  forces  andor  his  et 


Theni 


>Tof  n 


Qeneral  Escobedo's  proclamation. 

Official  report  of  Oeneral  Viezca  on  the  occapation  of  the  city  of  SaltUlD, 

the  capital  ot  tbe  State  of  Coabuila. 
Beply  or  the  minister  of  war. 
Letter  ef  General  Viosea  to  tbePnsideotoftbe  repablic,an  Ihosabmiauoa 

of  the  traitors  Qairo^  and  Campo*. 


Washington,  NottnAn  Z7, 1666. 


IGNO.  HARiaCAU 


[Enclosure  Ho.  1.] 
MEXICAN    RBPUBLIC— NORTH  BR.V    ARMY   CORPS. 


Hj  the  encloeed  documents  you  will  heu  of  the  capitolation  of  the  traitor 
Tomas  Mejia  to  Geueral  Jtian  3oi6  de  la  Garza,  and  the  terms  of  tbe  same,  to- 
gether wi^  the  remarks  of  the  qaartermaster  general  of  the  Knaj  tmder  mj 
command  on  that  Babject. 

When  I  reached  this  place,  citizen  minister,  I  coold  have  annulled  the  etip- 
aUtiona  between  the  traitor  Hejia  and  Oeneral  Garza,  as  the  latter  bad  no  power 
to  negotiate  with  a  traitor  who  had  done  so  much  harm  to  the  nation ;  Dtit  I 
wanted  to  confine  myself  to  the  chief  dnty  of  making  war  on  the  enemies  of  my 
country,  and  for  that  reason  I  wrote  to  the  eovernor  general  that  I  was  dis- 

K'aased  with  tbe  act,  for  General  Garza  and  CarvajaT  came  from  abroad  to 
exico,  and  had  no  right  to  let  Uejia  ofi',  helping  him  away  and  sectuiog  him 
from  danger ;  therefore  I  protest,  in  the  name  of  the  army  of  the  north  and  of 
tbe  SQpreme  government,  against  the  ofience. 

If  General  Garza  and  Carrajal  had  not  contributed  to  Kejia's  entsion,  he 
might  have  got  away  alone,  witboat  a  soldier,  for  I  was  marching  upon  tbe 
town ;  now  he  can  go  on  with  the  war,  and  the  blood  of  our  soldiers,  shed  on 
the  battle-field  in  defence  of  their  country,  will  be  sterile  in  its  results.  In  fine. 
citizen  minister,  when  tbe  truter  Mejia  was  in  a  bad  fix,  after  the  glorious  vic- 
tory of  Santa  Gertmdis,  two  Mexican  generals,  living  in  tbe  United  States  of 
the  north,  went  over  inte  Mexico  and  assisted  him  to  get  away.  Let  me  call 
your  porticnlar  attention  to  this  fact,  and  ask  yon  to  make  it  known  to  tb» 
President  of  the  republic  that  he  may  decide  upon  it. 

Independence  and  liberty  I     Port  of  Matamoras,  June  29,  1866. 

M.  ESOOBEDO 
Tbe  MiNiSTBR  op  War  a»d  Marinr 

of  the  Mexican  republic,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 
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fEncIiHinre  No.  3.] 
MBXtCAN   RBrUBLIC,   ARMY   CORPS  OP   THB   NORTH — CBNBRAL-tN-CHI8P. 

General  Santiago  Tapia,  quartermaeter  of  the  arni^  of  the  Dorth,  reports  to 
me  on  the  25th  as  follows : 

"Remarks  on  the  tcnne  of  capitulation  between  General  Jnan  Job6  de  la 
Gaiza  and  the  traitor  Uejia,  addreseed  b;  the  qoartPTmaBter  of  the  army  of  th« 
north  to  tlie  general-in-chief  of  the  came: 

"CiTizKN  General:  The  andeiBigned,  belieTioe  it  to  be  of  great  importance 
for  the  political  fatnre  of  the  country — the  capitulation  made  by  the  traitor 
Uejta  to  General  Jnan  J.  de  la  Garza  haa  reflected  upon  it  aeriotuly — and  taking 
it  in  a  military  point  of  view  as  well  as  political,  patriotic,  and  humanitarian, 
eipresees  faia  opinion,  napported  by  tbe  justice  and  testimony  of  bis  own  con- 
icieoee,  regretting  that  bis  limited  capacity  docs  not  allow  him  to  do  (nli  justice 
to  tbe  subject. 

"The  citizen  General  Gaiza,  in  communicating  with  the  enemy,  did  not 
act  according  to  the  precepts  of  military  law,  for  be  was  in  a  foreign  conntry 
witiiont  forces  to  threaten  Hatamoras,  and  was  in  no  condition  where  the  laws 
if  war  permit  a  capitulation  like  this  which  we  are  discussing.  Moreover,  as 
jonr  army  was  near  the  before- mentioned  place  and  had  jnet  gained  a  victory, 
and  was  on  the  way  wilh  ample  elementa  to  destroy  the  enemy  that  garrisoned 
Hatamoras ;  and  as  the  affair  of  Santa  Gertmdis  had  caused  a  panic,  and  the 
enemy  was  far  from  aid,  among  hostile  people,  and  did  not  even  trust  their 
officen  and  chiefs,  it  was  Gener^  Garza's  duty  to  let  you  decid^npon  the  pro- 
poials  made  by  tbe  tiaitor  Hejia. 

"  It  is  certain  the  place  could  have  been  occopied  without  conditions,  for  I  am 
Hire  yon  would  not  have  compromised  with  the  trailore,  but  would  have  executed 
oar  laws  upon  them. 

'-  Considering  these  ctrcumstances,  the  citizen  General  Garcia  ought  not  to  have 
interfered,  but  should  have  delivered  the  enemy  up  to  the  chiefa  who  are  Bns> 
taioing  the  rtghte  of  their  country  by  force  of  arms.  Now,  taking  into  conaid- 
entioD  the  power  citizen  General  Garcia  was  supposed  to  have  ^  act  in  tbe 
Duumer  he  did,  it  may  be  observed  he  forgot  in  a  hunentable  manner  that  Gen- 
eral Gsrvajal,  being  abroad,  had  no  rightaof  any  kind  in  the  political  or  military 
aflaira  of  our  country,  and  therefore  could  not  legally  accept  hny  obligation,  or 
assent  to  any  act  that  did  not  benefit  the  country. 

"  If  those  citizens  had  wanted  to  do  a  positive  service  to  the  country,  they 
might  have  collected  what  forces  they  could  around  Hatamoras.  and  annoyed  the 
enemy,  even  at  a  distance,  and  prevented  his  escape  by  Uad.  But  instead  of 
that.  General  Garza  allowed  Mejia  to  triumph  unexpectedly  by  getting  off  with 
bie  troops,  arma  aud  ammunition  ;  and  so  the  traitor  escaped,  and  will  probably 
go  to  Uaximilian  and  make  him  believe  it  was  by  strategy  be  got  away,  instead 
of  by  an  error  of  General  Garza  and  his  aids. 

"  la  this  case  positive  advantages  were  sacrificed  for  the  pleasure  of  holding 
Hatamoras  a  few  days,  gi  eatly  to  the  national  injury ;  and  Garza  violated  the 
laws  of  war  by  granting  honors  to  traitors,  that  ahould  only  be  granted  to  loyal 
and  uoithy  euemies.  1  will  not  analyze  General  Garza's  conduct  iu  hastooing 
the  capitu-ation  mentioned,  because  I  think  him  incapable  of  wishing  to  appro- 
priate lo  himself  the  honors  of  a  victory  gained  by  others,  and  where  he  was  not 
even  present;  but  I  regret  bis  treatment  of  an  enemy  undeserving  the  rights  of 
war, 

"The  political  aspect  of  tbe  capitulation  contains  ruinous  principles,  those  of 
leaving  criminals  unpunisbed,  when  the  laws  of  the  country  are  stnctly  applica- 
iie  to  the  traitorous  oSeudera. 

"  The  pardon  of  Hcjia  will  encourage  traitors,  and  destroy  all  political  niorality 
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and  hereafter  sny  od6  may  tmsple  on  the  l&ws  with  imprmi^.  If  tniton  ue 
tfana  permitted  to  treat  with  loyu  Jekdeia,  and  all  adhennts  of  the  en^ike  are 
traiton,  it  eatabUAes  a  Qital  pncedent  that  will  do  ereat  iujary  to  the  coaatrj, 
leave  tnittns  napnnlshed,  and  allow  any  one  to  scoff  at  national  justice. 

"It  is  demonstrated  that  in  wars  like  the  one  we  are  now  waging,  all  nations 
adopt  a  fixed  policy  towards  foreign  enemies  and  invaders,  and  traitors  who  aid 
diem ;  and  these  principlcB  or  that  policy  have  not  been  observed  in  Mejia's  ea- 

fiitulation,  for  he  and  his  contemptible  adherents  ought  to  hare  forfeited  their 
ivea  npon  the  scaffold.  The  enemies  of  oar  country  attribute  to  the  republican 
party  all  sorts  of  mean  aspirations,  and  say  we  are  acting  to  gratify  exaggerated 

K.Bflion ;  but  does  such  lenity  prove  it  1  Fortunately  for  the  good  name  of 
exico,  frequent  acts  of  abnegation  and  endurance,  united  to  the  greatest  un- 
flelfishnesB  and  Eacrificee  of  large  fortunes  as  well  as  private  interest?,  dear  to 
the  heart  of  man,  have  been  offered  as  a  holocaust  by  our  brothers  npon  the  al- 
tars of  the  country,  and  they  refute  all  those  truthless  and  undeserved  asser- 
tion b. 

"  Reflecting  on  the  strange  way  in  which  Matamoras  was  occupied,  I  have 
sometimes  thought  the  authors  of  the  plan  believed  they  were  acting  hnmanely 
in  compromising  with  the  traitors  and  not  shedding  their  blood,  when  they  were 
in  a  very  perilous  position,  not  considering  th.it  Mejia  with  those  reaoorces  in  his 
hands  now,  with  perfect  liberty  te  use  them  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  capitnla- 
lion,  may  canae  the  luin  of  numberless  families ;  for  his  ferociouB  Datura  will 
inpel  him  to  dash  upon  the  friends  of  those  who  spared  his  life,  with  more  bil- 
tenieSB  than  ever;  and  in  a  few  days  he  will  begin  (qi^rations  in  the  diraetiim 
of  Tampieo,  Ob  the  fbrceB  of  the  patriotic  Colonel  Ascencion  Gomes,  and  then 
the  nation,  the  mothers,  widows  ana  orphans,  who  are  monming  the  loss  of  dear 
relatives  and  cherished  friends,  will  curse  those  who  are  truly  to  blame  for  the 
calamities. 

"  I  have  here  given  my  opinion  with  the  frankness  tbat  characteriaea  me,  and 
in  compliance  witii  my  duty  on  accepting  the  phce  of  qnartermaster  of  jour 
army,  to  be  UBefnl  to  my  coon^  in  eve^  way,  and  to  t>pe^  to  yon  loyally 
whenever  circumstances  require  it,  and  when  mv  silence  might  compromiae  me 
before  my  feljow-citiaens.  TIjerefbre  it  is  my  dnty,  as  general  of  tne  republic 
and  qnartermaster  of  this  army,  to  Bay  to  you  that  I  deem  the  honor  of  the 
nation  insulted  if  you  do  not  protest  agwnst  and  make  void  the  strange  and  per- 
nicions  capitulation  made  by  G«nerai  Oarza  and  others,  since  it  ben^tad  Mejia 
and  not  Mexico,  helping  the  traitors,  and  thus  criminating  themselves  as  ud«« 
and  abettors  of  treason,  that  threatens  to  overthrow  our  national  independence. 

"To  prevent  the  repnblic  and  other  nations  that  regard  us  from  suppcning  tu 
to  be  accomplices,  through  false  prudence,  of  a  crime  that  tarnishes  the  honor  of 
the  country,  violates  the  laws  and  encourages  our  enemies,  forgetting  or  disie- 
gardiog  the  respect  doe  to  the  supreme  authority,  we  ought,  with  all  the  energy 
of  reason,  jostice,  aud  right,  proteEt,  as  I  recommended  yon,  against  the  said 
capitulation.  Notwithstanding  the  reasons  I  have  given,  on  examining  them,  I 
am  snre  you  will  act  as  your  political  consuencQ  dictates,  directed  by  the  re- 
apon  si  bilicy  that  hangs  over  yon  as  generolm-cbief  of  an  army  corps  in  tho  field, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  general  ordinances  of  that  army. 

"  Independence  and  liberty  !     Matamoras,  June  85,  1866. 

"SANTIAGO  TAPIA." 

lliia  I  communicate  to  you  for  your  iofonnation  and  communication  to  the 
citizen  President  of  the  republic. 

Independence  aud  liberty!     Port  of  Matamoras,  June  29,  1866. 

M.  ESCUBEDQ 

The  Ui.MSTBR  OP  War  a\d  Marink 

of  the  Mfxican  Republic,  (whtrevtr  ht  may  b».) 
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[EnclsaureNo.3.] 

MBXICAN  HBPUBLIC— NOKTHBRN  ARMY  CORPS — SBAL. 

In  Uie  heroic  city  of  Uatamoraa,  on  Jaoe  22,  1S66,  appeared  General  Don 
Tomtu  liejia,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  city  commiBsionera,  Meaara.  Augnstin 
Heochaca,  Joan  Pnulo  and  Antonio  de  la  Garza  Cliapa,  and  on  the  other, 
General  Juan  Joa^  de  la  Oarza,  aulfaorised  by  the  governor  of  Taraaalipas, 
Geueral  Joa^  M.  J.  Catrajal,  to  treat  about  the  surrender  of  tho  town,  under 
cotiin  eonditiona,  who  agreed  upon  the  baaia  contuned  in  the  following  articlee : 
Articlb  1.  General  Hejin  delivers  the  town  of  Uatarooras,  within  forty-eight 
boon,  to  General  Juan  Joati  de  la  Garza,  chief  of  the  Taroaulipae  division,  now 
Iterating  on  Uatamorae. 

AirrcLB  2.  The  reception  of  the  town  will  be  in  accordance  with  the  usual 
fofmslitiea,  and  in  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  forcea,  armainent,  &c 

Articlb  3.  General  Hejia  ia  allowed  to  withdraw  the  reat  of  hie  diviaiour 
with  anna  and  two  ronnda  far  esch  man,  on  the  Bagdad  road,  without  molesta- 
tion by  the  liberal  forcea. 

Articlb  4.  The  inhabitants  shall  be  guaranteed  in  their  lirea,  property,  and 
poeial  interests,  without  prosecution,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  moleatation  for 
(bnner  poliUcal  opinions  or  conduct. 

Aaticlb  5.  Tne  State  government  reserves  the  right  of  trying  the  principal 
penons  whose  conduct  needs  investigation  for  public  vindication. 
And  as  proof,  and  for  eubaequent  effect,  the  present  is  signed  in  duplicate. 
THOMAS  MEJIA. 
JUAN  PRADO. 
AUGUSTIN  MENCHACA. 
ANTONIO  DE  LA  GARZA  CHAPA. 
JUAN  JOS£  DE  LA  GARZA. 
I  latifv  the  above. 

GARVAJAL. 
HBinttDABTBBS  AT  Ranchito,  JuMt  S3,  1866 — 3  ■.  m, 

A  certified  copy  of  the  original. 
Ranchito,  June  23,  1866. 
I  certify  to  this  copy. 

Hatamoras,  June  29,  1866. 


EUILIO  VELASCO,  Secretary. 
F.  C.  DORIA,  Secretary. 


[EDclMnre  No.  4.] 
DBFABTHB^rr  OP  STATE — OFflCB  OP  WAR  AND  MARI.VB — SECTION   FIRST. 

With  this  date,  I  say  to  the  citizen  general  of  division,  Josd  H.  J.  Oara^'ajal, 
gOTonor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Tamaalipas,  as  follows : 

"  In  a  communication  from  the  citiaen  general- in-chief  of  the  northern  army 
corps,  dated  at  Hatamoras  the  29th  June,  to  which  is  annexed  a  copy  of  the 
cajritulation  made  by  yon,  throngh  your  commiBsioner,  Jnan  Josd  de  la  Garza, 
with  Tomaa  H^ia,  chief  of  the  ganiaon  of  that  town,  tho  citizen  President  of 
the  republic  has  learned  that  when  the  enemy  was  routed  at  Santa  Gertrudis, 
and  all  alive  were  taken  priaoners,  leaving  their  artillery  in  oar  bands,  with  the 
anna,  ammnnition,  and  a  quantity  of  goods,  to  the  terror  of  the  small  garrison 
of  Hatamoras,  on  which  tho  victorious  farces  were  marching,  you,  Jnat  arrived 
in  Tamaulipas  from  the  United  States,  instead  of  collecting  troops  to  prevent 
the  eacape  of  the  traitors,  entered  into  negotiations  with  them  and  nelped  them 
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to  escape  with  the  honors  of  war,  and  giving  them  guarantees  that  on];  the 
eupreme  government  conld  grant. 

"The  citizen  President  cannot  understaod  the  reason  yon  had  for  acting  in 
that  manner,  making  e,  treaty  with  the  enemy  when  yon  had  no  fbrcea  to  compel 
him  to  it,  and  Geaeral  Escobedo  was  advancing  on  Matamoraa  by  forced  marchei. 
Therefore  it  has  been  determined  to  decree  as  follows  : 

"First.  The  capitnlation  made  by  yon  on  the  32d  of  Jane,  through  yoni 
commisdioner,  Joan  Job4  de  la  Garza,  with  Don  TomasMejia,  chief  of  the  Mata- 
moras  garrison,  is  hereby  declared  null  and  of  no  force,  because  those  who  made 
it  on  the  part  of  the  republican  government  bad  not  the  proper  authority. 

"  Second.  Therefore,  both  you  and  Juan  Jos6  de  la  Oarza,  who  are  respon- 
sible for  the  act,  shall  be  subject  to  trial,  you  answering  for  the  capitnlation,  and 
Juan  JoB^  de  la  Garza,  in  part  for  same,  and  for  other  misconduct  daring  this 
war,  which  I  communicate  to  yon  by  order  of  the  citizen  President  for  your  in- 
formation, and  that  you  may  issne  the  necessary  orders  for  the  execuUon  of  the 
above  decrees  " 

I  transcribe  this  to  you,  fbr  your  information,  in  reply  to  your  note  of  the  29th 
June,  encloaing  the  opinion  of  ttie  quartermaster  general  of  ue  army  corps  on  the 
subject. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Chihuahua,  August  4,  1866. 

HEJIA. 

General  Habiano  Escobbdo. 

Chief  of  the  Northmt  Army  Corpt,  (wAertr.er  kt  may  be.) 

[EoclqBDra  No.  B.] 

QOVBBNHBKT QOVBBNMBKT 

Trnsting  to  your  patriotism,  and  aa  a  reward  for  your  serricee,  the  citiz«> 
President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  you  governor  of  the  State 
of  Tamanlipas.  I  send  you  instructions  in  another  paper,  ordering  you  to  repair 
to  that  territory  without  delay,  to  begin  the  duties  of  your  office.  I  enclose  this 
despatch  to  citizen  General  Josd  H.  de  J.  Garvajat,  former  governor  of  that  State, 
for  his  instruction. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Ohihuahoo,  August  7,  1866. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Citizen  General  Santiago  Tapia, 

Goeemor  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipat. 


[Enclunra  No.  6.] 
MEXICAN  REPUDLIC — NATIONAL  ASHY — OSNBBAL  OF  BRIGADE. 

CiTiZBN  JHiNiSTBU  :  I  leam  with  pleasure  from  your  note  of  the  7th  instant 
of  the  appointment  of  myself  as  governor  of  tbe  State  of  Tamaulipat  by  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  republic. 

I  accept  the  office,  but  I  must  say  that  I  do  it  because  tbe  State  is  in  troabls 
in  every  Dranch  of  its  adroinistration,  physical,  moral,  political,  and  military. 

Be  pleased  to  express  roy  thanks  to  the  President  for  the  confidence  be  hu 
shown  for  me  in  giving  me  the  office. 

Liberty  and  inaepeudeace !     Xonterey,  Augnst  26, 1666. 

SANTIAGO  TAPIA. 

ThflOmziJN  UlNISTBR  Of  BBLATI0N8  AND  UoVBKNHBNT, 
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[Encloinre  No.  7.] 
An  act  drawn  up  hy  the  garriton  of  thi»  ioion. 

To  the  toim  of  Matamoras  de  Tamanlipae,  on  tlie  ISth  of  August,  1S66.  its 
prrison  assembled,  composed  of  the  following  brtgadeB  and  corps:  Hinojoea 
brigade,  first  cavalry  corps,  first  Tamaulipas  battalion,  second  Tamaulipaa 
liAttalion,  Bravo  shooters,  Canales  brigade,  government  escort,  supreme  power 
corps,  Tamaalipaa  guides,  mountain  riflemen,  Gamargo  squadron,  Guerrero 
rqnadron,  exploring  corps,  loyal  Tamuilipans,  Burgos  loyals,  Vui'a  rangers, 
reform  battalion,  artillery  bnttalion,  Bravo  Inncers,  and  exploring  volunte':rj. 

Considering  that  citizen  Joed  Miaria  Jesus Carvajd,  actioggDVuruor  nod  mill- 
tiry  commander  of  the  State,  irnot  fit  to  govern  it  under  present  circumstanceii, 
becaase  he  does  not  pay  the  gai'rison,  and  makes  no  effort  to  do  so  ; 

Considering  that  the  money  contributed  by  the  city  has  been  uselessly  wasted, 
to  the  neglect  of  the  soldiers*  wants  ; 

Considering  that  citizen  Garvajal's  political  progress  has  been  feeble  and  ia- 
detiaire,  when  in  these  times  it  should  be  strong  and  resolute ; 

Considerins  the  small  influence  citizen  Carvajal  has  over  the  garrison  and  the 
iabubitante  of  this  city,  he  should  not  remain  in  power; 

Considering  that  if  violent  and  energetic  means  are  not  resorted  to,  greater 
erils  may  result ; 

Considering,  finally,  it  is  the  duty  of  this  garrison  to  stop  this  minoiia  impo- 
titioQ,  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers  of  said  garrison  have  resolved : 

1.  To  reject  and  depose  citizen  JostS  M.J.  Carvajal  as  governor  and  military 
commander  of  the  State  of  Tamaulipae;  2.  To  make  Colonel  Servando  Canales 
goremor  and  military  commander  of  the  State,  for  hia  services  to  the  national 
Close,  and  from  the  confidence  we  have  in  him;  3.  That  citizen  Benito  Juarez, 
MUtitDtioiial  President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  be  informed  of  this  gubema- 
turial  c^Dge  in  the  State,  and  the  reasons  for  it,  while  we  declare  our  fidelity 
to  all  decrees  and  orders  emanating  from  the  supreme  government  of  the  nation ; 
4.  That  Colonel  Servando  Canalea  be  informed  of  these  resolutions,  that  he  may 
aaeame  the  datiee  of  said  office  in  this  State. 

PEDRO  HINOJOSA. 

General  ^  the  Firtt  Brigade. 

The  other  signatures  follow. 


Fbllow-citizens  :  Yesterday  yon  witnessed  a  military  movement  that  de- 
posed  (General  Jos^  H.  J.  Carvajal  from  the  office  of  civil  and  military  governor 
iif  the  State.  Yon  know  the  reasons  of  that  act :  a  general  dissatisfaction  pre- 
vailed among  the  people,  and  there  was  no  other  remedy.  Fortunately  there 
^'a*  no  blood  shea,  and  not  a  gun  fired.  It  was  the  best  way  to  express  the 
•ill  of  the  garrison. 

By  your  vote,  and  the  will  of  my  companions  in  arms,  I  am  now  doing  the 
duty  as  civil  and  military  governor  of  the  Slate,  which  office  I  have  accepted  in 
pare  gratitude  to  your  confidence,  and  to  prevent  a  headless  government  from 
g«ing  to  destruction. 

I  am  aware  of  the  dangers  of  the  present  crisis,  and  if  I  dare  to  brave  them, 
it  is  with  porest  intentions  to  see  my  country  free  and  happy. 
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Fellow  citizene :  1117  government  hoists  the  Btandard  of  independeDce  and 
l]b(^rt7,  symbolked  by  toe  most  holy  principles  of  union  and  fntleraity.  1 
solicit  and  expect  the  aid  of  all  the  citizens  of  tbis  State.  I  will  hear  tbe  coontel 
of  all,  as  humanity  is  apt  to  err  from  weakness.  My  gOTernment  shall  be  ibe 
people's  government  Candor  and  good  faith  shall  be  my  gaide;  we  will  ban 
no  disputes,  no  personal  differences,  no  envies.  We  will  lay  our  animoutits 
aside,  sacrifice  our  bate  on  the  country's  altar ;  let  no  sentimcuts  find  a  place  in 
Tour  bearte  but  the  desire  for  the  independence  and  liberty  of  Mexico.  Lung 
life  to  the  republic  and  liberty  I 

SERVANDO  CAN  ALES. 

Matamoras,  Augutt  13,  1866. 


[EncloauTG  No.  9.] 


The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  heard  with  regret  of  the  »0 
committed  in  the  city  of  Uatamorae,  on  the  12th  of  Angust  last,  by  the  iorx» 
under  command  of  General  Pedro  Hinojosa  and  Colonel  Servanda  Canalcf, 
with  a  view  that  the  polilieal  and  military  command  of  the  State  of  Taman- 
lipns  should  devolve  on  the  second  nanied  officer,  who  accepted  it  in  a  procU- 
matiou  issued  on  the  13th,  thereby  disavowing  General  J.  M.  de  J.  Carvajol, 
the  incumbent  at  the  time.  Even  had  there  been  just  motives  for  the  dismieial 
of  General  Carvajal,  it  was  only  the  supreme  government  that  had  the  right  10 
order  bis  dismissal^  and  it  had  already  so  determiaed,  on  the  4tb  of  said  month, 
in  order  that  General  Carvajal  miglit  answer  the  charges  against  him  for  the 
capitulation  be  granted  to  Don  Tomas  Mejia. 

You  were  then  appointed  as  governor  and  militaiy  commandant  to  supersede 
General  Carvajal.  But  until  you  superseded  him,  and  until  this  determination 
of  the  government  came  to  the  knowledge  of  General  Carvajal's  subordinales, 
they  were  bound  to  respect  his  authority.  This  error  cannot,  however,  he  ei- 
GUBcd,  because  of  the  third  resolution  of  the  act  above  mentioned,  where  it  is 
provided  to  refer  it  to  the  citizen  President,  under  protest,  and  abide  by  bis  de- 
termination. Such  means  having  been  used  previously,  in  other  like  movements, 
does  not  deprive  them  of  their  true  character  of  revolt,  coutrary  to  the  most 
bindiug  duties  imposed  by  law  and  military  discipline.  No  hope  for  the  salva- 
tion of  tbe  country  can  be  entertained,  if  a  stop  is  not  put  to  military  revolts, 
which  have  bo  far  been  the  cause  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  republic.  The  na- 
tion haf  been  straggling  for  the  last  nine  years  agunst  parties  that  revolted 
against  tne  constitution  and  the  laws,  which,  after  having  been  defeated,  went 
as  far  as  treason  itself,  by  calling  foreigners  to  their  aid.  The  people  are  strug- 
gling to  estabtish  forever  respect  for  national  law,  and  the  principles  that  aa- 
tbority  should  not  be  derived  through  violence,  by  force  of  arms,  bat  arise  from 
the  laws  consented  to  by  the  fr%e  will  and  votes  of  the  citizens ;  that  law  be 
superior  to  force  ;  that  public  power  I>e  superior  to  mUitary  mntinies  ;  and  that 
arms  be  in  the  hands  of  those  citizens  who,  instead  of  disregarding  the  laws 
and  diamiBsing  public  officers,  will  but  serve  their  country  by  true  aUe^ance  to 
the  constituted  authorities,  and  strict  obedience  to  the  laws.  Disapprovbg,  ad 
the  citizen  President  does  disapprove,  the  military  movement  at  Matamoras,  and 
disavowing  all  the  acts  arising  therefrom,  he  entreats  you  that,  beside  all  the 
BtepB  you  may  have  taken  aB  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of 
Tamaulipaa,  you  should  provide  the  best  means  for  the  SubnuBUOU  of  thoso 
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forces,  and  direct  Gflsenl  Hinojou  and  Colonel  Oanales  to  proceed  to  the  seat 
o!  the  Bnprema  government,  to  amwer  for  their  conduct.  Independence  and 
liberty!     Chihnahoa,  September  12,  1866. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Secretary  of  Foreign  and  Honu  Affair*. 
General  Santiaoo  Tapia, 

Gosernor  and  Military  Commandant 

of  ike  Slate  of  Tamtadipat,  Matamorat. 


[Encloanre  No.  10.] 


Citizen  MrNisTRs:  At  two  o'clock  ycBterday  there  was  a  political  move  in 
thii  city  that  resulted  in  the  removal  of  General  Jos4  H.  J.  Carvajal  as  gover- 
nor and  military  commander  of  the  State,  aad  it  was  so  nnanimoua  and  orderly 
that  not  one  gnn  was  fired,  and  the  city  soon  subsided  into  its  nsual  quiet. 

I  was  immediately  chosen  by  popular  will  to  replace  Garv^al,  and  I  have 
takea  charge  of  both  officetf  in  obedience  to  public  opinion,  and  to  prevent 
anarchy. 

Ton  will  leam  the  causes  and  reasons  for  the  move  from  the  papers  I  send  yoti. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  ron  of  this,  and  request  yon  will  make  it  known 
to  the  citizen  President,  to  whom,  ae  well  as  to  you,  I  make  my  humble  sub- 
miuton. 

Liberty  and  independence  I     Matamoras,  August  13,  1866. 

SEfiVANDO  CANALES. 

The  Ml'<iistbr  op  Bblations  and  Oovbrnmbnt,  Chihuahua. 


[EDclorare  No.  11.] 

OFFICE  OP  aOVBRNMBNT — SBCTION  FIRST. 

Tonr  despatch  of  the  13th  of  Augnet  has  reached  the  President  Ton  tell  of 
die  move  in  MatnmoraB  making  you  governor  in  place  of  Job^  U.  de  J.  Garvajal. 

On  the  7th  of  August  Oener^  Santiago  Tapia  waa  made  governor  and  mili- 
tary commander  of  your  State.  On  the  12th  of  September  I  sent  you  a  des- 
patch informing  yon  thai:  the  President  disapproved  of  the  terms  of  the  Mlita- 
moras  surrender  and  annulled  all  the  articles,  ordering  Pedro  Hinojosa  and  yon 
to  present  yourselves  to  the  snpreme  government  to  answer  for  your  conduct. 
This  despatch  and  the  commission  of  General  Tapia  were  published  in  the 
official  ^per  of  the  14th  of  ISeptembur,  of  which  I  send  yon  a  copy. 

The  President  requests  me  to  say  to  you  to  obey  the  orders  of  Tapia,  and  to 
present  yourself  at  headquarters  immediately. 

Independence  and  liberty!    (Jhihuahna,  October  2,  1866. 

liEEDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Colonel  Skrvando  Ganalbs,  Matamorat. 


[Endoenie  No.  13.] 

DBFABTMBNT  op  eTATB,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  AND  MARINB — MBXICAN   RKPUBUC 

OOVBBNHBNT  OF  TB|f  STATE  OF  TAMAULIPAS. 

CiTizBS  Hinistbr  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  yesterday,  at  two 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  political  move  occurred  in  this  place,  the  sole  desiga 
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of  wbich  was  to  ovotbiov  the.  admin Utration  of  G}«nen]  J.  H.  J.  Carrajal,  ftn 
reasouB  Btated  in  the  papers  ac<Kimp&n7iTig  this  note.  Only  a  change  of  penou 
has  taken  place.  Carrajal  was  deposed  from  the  place  of  civil  and  military 
governor  of  the  State,  and  I  hare  assumed  those  omcee  in  accordance  with  the 
will  of  the  people  and  the  garrison,  so  as  not  to  leave  the  government  withoat 
a  head  to  prevent  anarchy  and  coofnaion,  tbat  would  be  so  disaetroiu  at  a  time 
like  this. 

Consequently,  the  anderei^ed  and  all  the  forces  in  the  town  are  at  the  orders 
of  citizen  Benito  Joarez,  the  worthy  President  of  the  republic,  and  are  entirely 
disposed  to  coutinoe  fighting  in  defence  of  the  sacred  rigbta  of  independence 
and  liberty.  Be  pleased,  citizen  minister,  to  commonicate  tbis  note  to  the  citiien 
President  of  the  republic,  and  accept  the  best  ezpresaioufl  of  my  respect  and 
esteem. 

Independence  and  liberty!    Matomoras,  Angost  13, 1866. 

8ERVAMD0  CANALES. 

The  MtNi8TBR  OF  War  and  IUarinb, 

(wherever  he  may  he.) 


[Endoaiue  No.  13.] 

UBFARTMBMT  OP  8TATB,  OPPICB  OP  WAR  AND  HARINB — 8BCTI0N  FIRST. 

From  yonr  despatch  of  the  1 3th  of  Angost  tbe  citiien  President  of  the  republic 
has  beard  of  the  move  that  occurred  in  your  city  on  the  12tb,  when  the  garrisoa 
disavowed  Gtenersl  Joe^  M.J.  Carvajal  as  governor  and  military  commander  of 
the  State  and  appointed  yon  in  bis  place  till  the  decision  «f  the  supreme  govern- 
ment, which  offices  you  say  yon  accept  to  prevent  &tal  consequences  that  other- 
wise might  take  place. 

Before  receiving  your  commnnication,  when  the  President  heard  of  the  capit- 
ulation between  Generals  Oarvajal  and  Thomas  Uejia,  General  Santiago  Tapta 
was  made  military  governor  of  the  State  to  prevent  any  evil  resolts ;  bnt  the 
supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation  disapproves  of  the  removal  and  eubstitntion  by 
armed  force,  and  therefore  orders  were  sent  to  General  Tapia  to  sammou  Ton 
and  General  Hinojosa  to  appear  before  the  government  to  answer  for  their 
conduct.     When  that  is  done  your  declarations  will  be  duly  considered. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Chibuahua,  October  S,  1866. 

MEJIA 

Colonel  Sbbvando  Can  a  lbs, 

.fit  Matamoroi,  or  elsewhere. 


[Endotore  No.  14.] 

MRXICAN  RBPUBLtC— OOVBBNMBNT  OV  THB  STATB  OF  TAMAULIPAS. 

CiTizBN  MiMSTBR :  Coloucl  Gomcz,  chief  of  the  brigade  of  that  name,  reports 
from  Tampico  on  the  8Lb  instant  as  follows ; 

"  You  will  learn  from  the  accompanying  paper  tbat  finally,  tbis  day  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  aAernoon,  this  town  fell  into  oni  hands,  and  consequently  all 
the  French  and  traitors  that  held  it  so  long  are  expelled  from  the  territory. 
On  informing  you  of  that  pleasant  event,  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  congraiulating 
yon,  and  of  informing  you  that  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  a  circumstantial  report 
of  all  that  happened  during  the  siege  will.be  made  out,  with  a  Hat  of  all  that 
was  tAken  from  the  enemy,  in  accordance  with  the  agreement  entered  into  bettreen 
General  Pavon  and  the  French  chiefs," 
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I  am  pleased  to  send  this  to  your  depnrtment  for  the  information  of  the  Pre- 
rident  of  the  republic,  whom  I  congratolate  on  the  splendid  victory  orer  the 
Fnndi  and  traitore  that  held  the  irajfiortant  town  of  Tampico. 
Independence  and  liberty !     The  heroic  town  of  Matamoraa.An^st  13,  1866. 

SEBVASDO  CaNALES. 
The  UiNiSTSR  OP  Was  and  Hahinh, 

{teh^eeer  he  may  he.) 


[Eneloann  No.  15.] 

MHilajy  eomptniio*  ligned  by  General  Detiderio  PaBon,  commander  of  the 
Mexican  liberal  foreet  operating  on  Tampico,  S.  Reoaud,  ektefqflAe  French 
navalfoTct*,  and  Mr.  Langlott,  chief  of  the  French  farce*  in  Tampico, 

AitncLB  1.  The  French  troopa  now  in  the  Caeemate  and  Octavo  forts  shall 
appear  on  the  wharf  to-morrow,  the  8tb,  between  two  and  three  o'clock  of  the 
iftemoon,  with  their  arms,  their  baggage,  and  their  flag  displayed,  the  band  play- 
tog  a  march,  with  fiill  cartri dee-boxes  for  each  man,  to  embark  for  leaving. 

Art.  S  An  armiBtice  shall  l>e  religiouely  obeerved  by  both  belligerents  from 
oov  till  the  French  gunboats  that  transport  the  troops  shall  have  crossed  the  bar 
of  the  port. 

Art.  3.  French  sobjecta  residing  in  Tampico  shall  have  full  protection,  and 
Conml  Charles  de  St.  Charles,  having  charge  of  the  French  and  Belgian  con- 
sulates, shall  continue  to  exercise  his  duties  as  heretofore  with  all  due  protection. 
Hade  in  dnplicato  at  Tampico,  on  the  7th  of  August,  1866. 

DE8IDERI0  PA  VON. 
8.  REVAUD. 
8.  LANGL0I8. 


[EnoloniM  No.  16.] 

DSPABTMB^T  OP  STATB — OPPtCB  OP  WAK  AND  MARIXB— BKCTIO\  PIR8T. 

From  yonr  despatch  of  the  18th  of  August,  and  the  accompanying  papers, 
the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  learned  with  pleasure  that  on  the  8tb 
of  this  EQontb  the  important  town  of  Tampico  was  entirely  occupied  by  the 
republican  forces,  and  the  French  garrison  that  held  it  left.  In  accordance  with 
a  eonvention  between  General  Desiderio  Pavon  and  its  commanders ;  and  the 
chief  magistrate  agreeing  that  circumstances  made  it  necessary  to  draw  up  a 
treaty  allowing  the  enemy  to  evacunto  the  place  with  their  arms,  baggage,  &c., 
according  to  articles  1  and  S,  has  been  pleased  to  ratify  it ;  bat  he  cannot  and 
does  not  approve  of  article  3,  because  the  consols  that  favored  intervention  and 
desired  the  republic  cannot  be  recognized  as  consuls,  or  have  any  official  char- 
acter; yet,  like  other  foreign  subjects,  they  are  entitled  to  the  protection  that  is 
allowed  by  the  law  of  nations  and  ttie  laws  of  the  republic. 

I  eommunicate  the  above  to  you  in  reply  to  your  despatch,  and  for  con- 
sequent action. 

Independence  and  liberty  t     Chihuahua,  October  2,  186C. 

MEJIA. 

The  Military  Commander  of  the  State  of  Tamaviipat, 

in  Matamorat,  {or  wkereeer  he  may  be.) 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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[Enclosure  No.  17.] 

Tampico,  AugKtl  22.  1866. 

My  Dbar  Sir  :  Before  this  reacbee  7onr  banda  yoar  readers  will  doubtleaa  he 
in  poseeBsion  of  tbe  intelligenee  of  the  capture  of  this  important  podt  by  the 
constitutional  forces  ;  bnt  eome  further  detaUs,  from  an  eye-wituese  of  wh^  has 
occurred  here,  may  not  prove  uninteresting. 

On  tbe  morning  of  tbe  let  instant  a  detachment  of  the  constitutional  forcM 
of  tliis  State,  under  tbe  command  of  Colonel  Kanuel  Cuesta,  suddenly  appeared 
before  Fort  Itnrbide,  and  asaaulted  it  witb  the  cry  of  "  Viva  la  libertad!" 
Upon  this  the  entire  Mexican  force,  wbicb  had  been  placed  in  tbe  fort  as  garri- 
aon,  went  over  in  a  body  to  tbe  liberate,  and  tbe  fort  and  all  its  supplies  feU  into 
tbe  possession  of  Colonel  Cueala.  Eleven  Frenchmen,  including  the  command- 
ant of  the  fort,  were  killed  in  tbe  melee. 

The  State  troops  tben  rusbcd  into  tbe  city  and  secnred  possesBion  of  Flau 
Libertad  and  tbe  custom-bouees,  and,opened  a  brisk  fire  of  musketry  on  the  gun- 
boat Musquilo,  diiving  her  from  her  moorings,  but  ahe  finally  escaped  with  tbe 
French  collector  of  customs,  and  eeveral  Mexican  rebels  on  board.  The  liberal 
forces  tben  advanced  to  the  Plaza  de  Armae,  where  they  met  the  imperialists, 
and  drove  them  to  the  forts  Casa  Mata  and  Octavo. 

On  the  following  day  tbe  Huesteca  troops,  numbering  some  one  thonsand  meii 
of  all  arms,  under  the  command  of  General  Pavon,  crossed  over  from  Pueblo 
Viejo  and  effected  a  junction  with  tbe  State  troops.  Hostile  operations  were 
coutinned  until  tbe  7th,  the  liberals  not  having  suflicient  powder  to  move  as  ef- 
fectively as  they  wished  and  as  tbe  numerical  strength  of  their  force  would  have 
permitted.  Meanwhile  the  dwelling- houses  of  the  town  suffered  severely  fivm 
the  merciless  fire  of  tbe  French  forts,  which  being  situated  on  elevated  gronnd 
enabled  tbem  to  aim  at  any  bouse  tbey  wished  to  destroy.  Kotwitbstandbg 
this,  however,  tbey  seemed  to  throw  their  fire  indiscriminately  through  the  city, 
killing  men,  women,  and  children,  and  causing  tbe  most  wanton  deetmction  of 
property.  On  tbe  morning  of  the  7tb  two  gunboats  from  Veia  Oruz  appeared 
in  the  river,  cautiously  approaching  Fort  Iturbide,  and  about  three  p.  m.  Casa 
Mata  and  the  ^'unboats  seemed  to  open  a  simultaneous  fire  upon  tbe  fort,  which 
was  continued  until  five  p.  m.,  when  tbe  gunboats  reached  tbe  anchorage  abreast 
tbe  Plaia  de  Annas  and  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce,  which  was  at  once  answered  by 
tbe  Mexican  liberal  commander. 

Tbe  United  States  consul  general  and  the  Prussian  and  Spanbb  conaulawers 
then  authorized  to  confer  with  the  French  aenior  naval  officer,  in  the  preseneeof 
tbe  Mexiran  Colonel  Gomez,  and  preliminary  stipulations  were  entered  into  for 
tbe  retirement  of  tbe  French  forces  and  tbe  surrender  of  tbe  forts  remaining  in 
their  possession.  A  firtbei  interview  thed  took  place  in  Casa  Mata,  and  at  eleven 
p.  m.  the  terms  of  capitalation  witb  all  tbe  honors  of  war  were  signed.  At  three 
p.  m.  on  tbe  following  day  the  last  remnant  of  tbe  French  force  in  tbe  State  of 
Tamanlipas  was  embarked  upon  tbe  gunboats,  and  tbe  soil  of  tbe  Stale  was 
again  free  from  the  presence  of  tbe  foreign  invader. 

This  town  now  oears  the  impress  of  the  horrors  of  war.  Houses  more  or 
less  destroyed  and  injured  by  shot  and  shell,  families  monming  the  loss  of  some 
of  their  number,  and  the  traitors  wbo  have  bad  imperial  appointments  trembliag 
and  in  mortal  dread  of  what  is  to  be  the  result  of  tbeir  past  miadeeds.  The  few 
French  residents  here  are  not  molested,  but  they  wear  most  elongated  visages 
and  whisper  maledictions  against  tbe  United  States,  to  whose  support  of  tbe 
liberals  and  opposition  to  tbe  ■'  empire  "  they  attribute  its  rapid  downfall.  The 
liberal  forces,  since  their  occupation  of  tbe  city,  have  beb&ved  exceedingly  well, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  describe  tbe  feeling  of  relief  and  freedom  that  is  eip^ 
rienced  by  aU  claaaea  at  the  termination  of  tbe  reig;n  of  terror  which  we  bavB 
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experienced  dnring  the  whole  of  the  French  occnpalion.  Commnaicatton  vith 
the  interior  is  aeain  opeoi  and  there  is  now  a  chance  to  more  freely  after  the 
coDfiaemeut  we  have  heen  Bafiering  here  for  more  than  two  years  past. 

The  political  prefect,  Don  Toribio  de  la  Torre,  who  had  made  himself  so 
odious  to  his  countrymen  during  the  imperial  occupation,  and  particularly  in  en- 
forcing the  borbarooB  decree  of  Maximilian  of  the  3d  of  October  last,  was  caught 
Ht  so  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  lat,  and  was  summarily  executed.  Such 
has  been  his  traitorous  reward. 

Don  Matildo  Bomero,  who  had  been  judge  of  the  district  during  the  Maxi- 
nultut  regime,  and  has  played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  imperial  r^e,  took  refuse 
in  the  house  of  the  United  States  consul  general,  where  his  family  had  already 
preceded  him,  and  solicited  the  influence  of  Mr.  Chase  to  save  his  life.  This  was, 
of  coarae,  cheerflilly  promised,  and  he  was  assured  that  the  consul  had  authority 
tima  the  military  commanders  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  all  who  U>ok. 
Kfdge  with  him  ;  yet  such  was  the  fear  iind  remorse  of  the  unhappy  man  that) 
DOtnithstanding  all  the  assurances  tBat  were  proffered  to  him,  he  could  not  over- 
came his  firight,  and  committed  suicide  by  taking  poison.  His  treason  to  his 
coBDtry  thus  found  its  punishment  at  his  own  hands. 

The  eunduct  of  the  French  at  this  place  has  been  without  excuse.  After 
raining  the  commerce  of  the  place  by  their  occnpation,  they  have  finished  the 
vork  of  destruction  by  bombarding  the  town,  and  inflicting  wanton  injury  upon 
prinite property.  They  have  alao  caused  agreat  loss  of  life  among  those  who  were 
nitirelj  non-combatants.  Their  civilization  has  proved  itself  infinitely  worse 
thsa  any  the  past  record  of  Mexico  has  ever  presented. 

SefioT  Don  Matias  Rombro, 

Waehington  City,  D.  C. 


[EDClonireNo.  18.] 
IBPITBLICAN  ARMV-~BRAD«IUABTER8    OP   THS  COMMANDING    OENBRAL — No.  2. 

CiTiZBN  HINI3TKB !  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  city  was  occu- 

Eied  to-day  by  our  forces,  driving  out  100  traitors  that  held  it,  five  of  whom  we 
ill^,  wounded  12,  and  took  59  prisoners,  including  two  principal  chiefs,  who 
lie  daugeroosly  wounded.  All  the  enemy's  horses,  arms,  equipments,  and  am- 
muDition  were  taken. 

Be  pleased  to  make  this  known  to  the  President,  and  accept  for  yonrself  the 
tssorsDces  of  my  consideration  and  obedience, 
lodepeodence  and  liberty  I     Nazos,  August  8, 1866. 

FRANCISCO  0.  ARCE. 
The  Citizen  Hinistbb  op  War.  at  CAiAuahua. 


tEDclosnre  No.  19.] 
DBPASTMBNT  OF  STATE,  OPPICB  OP  WAB  AND  MARtNB — SBCTrON  PrBST. 

By  your  despatch  of  the  Sth  instant,  the  President  of  the  republic  is  pleased 
to  learn  that  yon  have  occupied  Nazas,  held  by  100  traitors,  five  of  which  you 
tilled,  took  IS  wounded  and  59  prisoners,  among  them  the  two  chiefs,  badly 


Independence  and  liberty  I     Chihuahua,  August  16,  1866. 

■^  MEJIA. 

General  Francisco  Arcb,  at  Nazat. 

DiqilizecoyCjOOQle 
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[Enclosure  No.  SO.] 

MEXICAN  RBPUBUC — ARMV  OP  THB  NORTH — OENKRAL-IN-CRIBT. 

As  I  hare  already  informed  jon,  I  set  out  from  Matamorae,  dividing  mj 
forces  into  three  columiis,  and  a  ten  days'  tain  made  me  go  slow.  Yet  the 
enemy  holding  the  place  found  I  was  comin?,  and  evacuated  it  on  the  26th  of 
June,  and  marched  towards  Saltillo,  which  p]ac«  Douay  left,  apiking  his  canooii, 
and  taking  all  precaations  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  hie  men.  Lienteuant 
Colonel  Superto  Martinez,  vith  his  New  Leon  rifies,  and  Gadereita  JimeneE, 
with  the  explorers,  occapied  the  deserted  city  the  next  day,  and  infonned  me  of 
the  fact,  though  they  had  doae  it  without  orders,  and  then  continued  on  in  pnr- 
Buit  of  the  enemy. 

The  French  forces  under  Donay  left  Sallillo  yesterday  for  Uatahuela  to  meet 
Bazaine,  who  has  2,000  men  with  him,  as  we  learn  from  intercepted  correapond- 
ence.  The  French  and  traitors  hayn  beea  defeated  so  otlen  ia  this  part  of  the 
republic  the  troops  are  thoroughly  demoralized.  I  will  remain  here  only  long 
enough  to  increase  my  forcen  and  equip  new  ones,  when  I  will  open  the  cam- 
paign in  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  unleas  I  have  different  orders  from  (he 
supreme  government.  Congratulate  the  President  of  the  republic  on  the  evac- 
ualiou  of  Monterey  and  Saltillo  hy  the  cowardly  enemy  ou  our  approach. 

Independence  and  libertv  !     Monterey,  August  5,  1S6G. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 

The  Minister  of  War  and  Marine 

of  the  Mexkaa  Republic,  m  ChiAuahiM. 


[Enclosure  No.  SI.] 
DEPARTMENT  UP  STATE,  OPPICE  OK  WAR  AND  MARINE,  8BCTI0K  PIRST. 

By  your  despatch  of  the  5th  instant,  the  President  of  the  republic  hears  with 
pleasure  that  Monterey  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  ou  the  36th,  and  occapied 
by  our  forces  under  Colonel  Kuperto  Martinez,  and  that  Oeneral  Douay  had 
al^o  evacuated  Saltillo  and  marched  towards  Matahuela,  to  join  some  forces 
from  San  Luis,  and  so  the  city  of  Saltillo  also  fell  into  our  hands. 

The  occupation  of  these  two  places,  the  only  ones  held  by  the  enemy  in  the 
States  of  New  Leon  and  Coahuila,  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  ns.  Thus 
tlje  victory  of  Santa  Gertrudis  and  the  occupation  of  Matamoias  free  us  from 
the  invaders,  and  enable  ua  to  operate  more  effectnally  with  th«  rest  of  the 
patriots. 

In  regard  to  the  military  operations  that  you  propose  in  the  note  I  ani  now 
ai>sweriog,  separate  instractiona  will  be  sent  to  you  when  convenient. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Ctiihuahua,  August  28,  I86G. 

MEJIA. 

General  Mariano  Escobbdo, 

Chief  of  the  Northern  Army  Corpi,  Monterey. 


[Enclosure  No.  22.] 

General  Mariano  Escoledo,  chief  of  the  northern  army  corpt,  to  the  tmop' 
tender  kit  command: 
SOLUIBBS  :  More  than  seven  thousand  French  and  traitors  that  occupied  the 
States  of  New  Leon,  Coahuila,  and  Tamaulipas  aie  there  no  longer.  Those  not 
completely  whipped  and  routed,  fled  before  the  splendor  of  republican  anas. 
The  French  General  Douay  directing  military  operations  on  the  frontier,  re- 


CONDITION  OP   AFFAJBS  IN  UEXICO.  249 

tired  with  hie  demornlized  troopH.  without  gaining  one  Tictoiy,  and  Uarshal 
Bazaine,  chief  of  the  invading  anuy,  came  to  Bare  his  weaij  battalions  from 
diBpenion. 

The  battle  of  St.  Gkrtnide  has  altered  the  aspect  of  the  military  qneetion 
Biutained  by  the  republic  against  its  enemies ;  the  occupation  of  the  important 
pUcee  of  JUatamoras,  Monterey,  and  Saltillo  is  the  legitimate  cousequeaca  of 
that  important  day. 

Oompanions  in  arms :  In  the  name  of  the  citizen  President  Benito  Juarez, 
I  welcome  yon  to  the  capital  of  New  Leon,  where  yonr  fellow-coon  try  men  re- 
eeire  yon  with  open  arms,  and  the  ladies  have  crowns  of  laurel  for  your  worthy 
brovB.  The  northern  frontier  is  now  tree,  but  onr  brothers  inland,  who  have 
BtTQ^led  BO  bravely  against  invaders,  are  yet  suffering  the  yoke  imposed  upon 
them  by  foreign  bayonets.  Onr  duty  is  to  aid  them.  We  will  rest  awhile 
DDder  arms ;  then,  fidly  provided  with  supplies  for  them,  we  will  carry  the  war 
Kbere  it  is  neceesaiy,  wherever  there  are  foreigners  and  traitors,  enemies  of  the 
freat  Mexican  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty  I     Monterey,  Augost  8,  1866. 

MAELANO  ESCOBEDO. 


rEndonm  No.  S3.] 


After  the  victoty  of  Santa  G«rtmdis,  where  the  convoy  guard  was  routed — 
the  capture  of  this  place  and  the  occupation  of  Matamoras — after  the  evacua- 
tion nr  Saltillo  by  the  French  and  traitors — this  place  was  occupied  as  soon  as 
the  enemy  had  lefl  it. 

By  this  fortmnate  event  the  entire  northern  frontier  is  free  from  the  invaders, 
ind  is  now  ready  to  march  to  the  interior  to  overthrow  the  worm-eaten  edifice 
called  the  empire.  Colonel  Zepeda,  who  took  possession  of  Saltillo,  was  pre- 
vented &om  pursuing  the  enemy  by  his  duties  to  regulate  affairs  around  him. 
The  next  day  Lieutenant  Colonel  Buperto  Martinez  woe  sent  out  afler  the 
tii^tives,  and  reports  that  a  great  numoer  of  deserters,  French,  Belgians,  and 
traitors,  are  joining  him  every  day.  After  eqnippmg  the  second  brigade  of 
1,000  men,  I  prepared  to  march  to  the  States  of  Durongo  and  Zocatecaa,  where 
there  is  most  excitement,  and  the  people  need  a  leader  against  the  enemy.  For 
this  purpose  I  have  sent  the  brigade  commander  citizen  Jesus  Gonzales  Herrera 
and  Generals  Anza  and  Arce,  iHth  fall  powers,  to  that  seclion  of  the  country. 

The  reorganization  uf  the  districts  and  the  equipment  of  troops  has  detained 
me  here  till  now;  but  I  start  for  Saltillo  to-morrow  to  confer  with  the  general 
of  die  northern  army  about  operations  upon  Son  Luis. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  the  above  to  you  for  the  information  of  the 
President  of  the  republic,  whom  I  congratulate  in  the  country's  name,  for  the 
favorable  turn  of  events  in  our  (avor. 

Independence  and  libertyl    Parras,  August  8,  1866. 

ANDRES  S.  VIEZCA. 

The  HtNisTSR  OF  Was  and  Marine 

of  the  Repuhlie,  in  Vhi&ttahMa. 


[Enclosure  No.  24.] 

DBPASTMBNT  OF  8TATB,  OFFICE  OP  WAR  AND  MABINS — SECTION  FIRST. 

By  your  communication  of  the  8tb.  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic  is 
pleased  to  learn  that  Saltillo  was  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the  4th,  and 
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immediately  occupied  hy  onr  forces ;  alao,  that  you  hod  gone  to  that  city  to 
regulate  afiaire,  aud  confer  with  the  commatider-in-chiBf  of  the  northern  arm; 
in  regard  to  the  cootinaation  of  the  campaigD. 

Independence  and  libertr  1     Chihnahna,  AngOAt  21,  1866. 

MEJIA. 
General  Andres  S.  Vibzca, 

Governor  and  Military  Comjnander  of  the  Stale 

of  Coahvila  de  Zaragoza,  in  Sattillo. 


CEndoanre  No.  25.] 

QDIBOGA'S   PROPOSAL  TO  SUBMIT. 

"We  give  below  a  letter  of  Viezca  to  the  President,  with  annexed  docaments, 
on  Qniroga'B  propoeal  to  anbrnit  to  the  goremment,  and  deliver  Campos  np. 
Viezca'a  reply  showa  the  enemy's  situation,  and  that  no  commentaries  are 
needed  on  Quiroga's  inbroona  proposal. 

Pabras,  Atigttirl  8,  1S66. 

Bespbctbd.  Sir  :  I  inform  you  officially,  through  the  secretary  of  war,  of 
the  evacuation  of  Mont«rey  and  Saltillo  by  the  French  and  traitors,  and  of  one 
occupation  of  those  important  towns.  The  frontier  now  is  free  from  the  yoke 
the  invaders  songht  to  impose  apon  it,  and  everything  induces  oa  to  hope  their 
last  hour  is  near. 

Campos  and  Qairoga  wanted  to  join  our  forces  when  they  saw  there  was  no 
hope  for  them,  and  thus  save  their  lives  and  fortunes.  I  send  you  Quiroga'a 
first  letter  and  my  reply.  He  afterwards  sent  me  a  letter  proposing  to  deliver 
Campos  up.  if  we  would  let  him  join  us  in  our  war  against  the  French,  and  con- 
tinue at  the  head  of  his  own  forces.  I  told  him  I  had  not  the  authority  to 
grant  his  request,  and  I  did  not  helieve  it  was  my  duty,  even  if  I  could,  I 
send  you  copies  of  both  documents.  I  hope  my  conduct  in  not  treatjag  with 
Qnirogaand  Campos  will  meet  with  yonr  approbation. 

As  ever,  I  remain  your  true  friend  and  servant. 

A.  S.  VIEZCA. 

President  Bbnito  Juarez,  Ckihuahua. 


Saltillo,  JiUt/  30, 1866. 

My  Dbah  Friend  :  I  wrote  to  General  Escohedo  to-day.  giving  my  opinion 
of  the  situation,  and  offering  t^i  join  him  in  efforts  against  the  invaders  who 
have  sought  to  subjugate  ub.  I  hope  Senor  Bocobedo  will  accei>t  my  offer ;  bat 
if  he  does  not,  I  will  do  what  I  can  to  keep  from  being  obliged  to  go  to  the  in- 
terior to  accept  offers  made  me  there ;  and  for  that  reason  I  write  this  letter  to 
you.  If  yon  consent  to  unite  your  forces  with  mine,  please  give  me  an  official 
communication  of  the  fact,  addressed  to  the  Aurora  factoiy,  where  I  will  wait 
for  it. 

This  offer  embraces  the  person  and  troops  of  my  friend  ICaximo  Campos, 
who  entertains  the  same  opinion  and  wish ;  and  I  am  resolved  to  follow  bis  fal& 
whether  his  person  and  interests  are  protected  or  not. 
Your  friend  aud  servant, 

JULIAN  QUIROGA. 

<iroveroor  Andres  8.  Viezca. 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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Fabras,  Avguit  4,  1866. 

Dear  Sir  :  Is  aDSwer  to  joun  of  tbe  30th,  proposing  to  unite  oai  forces  to 
perent  another  incnision  of  the  frontier,  1  muBt  eaj  that,  whatever  General 
Epcobedo  Tanj  think,  I  believe  the  hard  Icaeoua  wo  have  had,  nnd  the  blood  that 
bag  been  shed  hj  onr  conntijmen  in  conteetB  with  a  foreign  enemy,  ought  to 
Km  as  wamingfi  for  ua  iu  ^tnre ;  and  I  am  snre  the  frontier  can  defend  itself 
witboDt  its  forces  joining  TOUTS,  that  have  fonght  for  the  odiona  project  of  inter- 
vention.  Beaides,  it  would  he  doing  an  injury  to  my  conscience,  and  a  riolatioQ 
of  my  duty,  to  accept  your  propo^,  which  is  altogether  inadmissible  at  this 
time. 

My  responsihility  to  the  nation  is  great,  and  as  a  public  officer  I  am  bound  by 
the  law  and  public  opinioQ,  It  may  be  well  that  you  have  determined  to  follow 
the  fate  of  Uaximo  GampoB  ;  it  is  natural  and  logical,  no  one  will  deny. 

Now,  if  you  two  have  any  feelings  for  the  good  of  the  country,  you  can  place 
four  troops  at  the  disposal  of  tbe  goTemment,  or  the  legitimate  authorities  of 
the  repablic.  and  accept,  without  conditions,  the  judg:inent  of  the  law. 

After  saying  what  I  hare,  I  think  it  entirely  unnecessary  to  send  a  commi»- 
o  confer  with  yon. 


ANDRES  S.  VIEZGA. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
Don  Julian  Quiroqa,  Saltilla. 

[Letter  omitted.] 

Paso  db  la  Foiedad,  JuJi/  29,  1866. 
To  Messrs.  AczA  and  Viezca  ; 
The  bearer,  Don  Igtiacio  Soto,  can  certify  to  tbe  troth  of  this. 

JULIAN  QUIROGA. 

Parras,  Atfgusi  5, 1866. 
To  Son  Julian  Quiroqa  ; 

Tour  commiarioner,  Don  Ignacio  Soto,  haa  conferred  with  mo  on  tbe  snbject 
of  Tour  proposals  to  join  me,  under  certain  conditioos,  and  I  must  say  it  is  not 
io  my  power  to  accept  your  offers. 

A.  S.  VIEZOA. 

Farras,  Augutt  8,  1866. 
Tine  copies : 

E.  VIEZCA,  die/  O^er. 

From  No.  1  of  the  News  Bulletin  of  Saltillo,  5th  of  this  month,  we  make 
the  following  extracts ; 

"  General  Escobedo  arrived  io  Itfonterey  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  he  is 
daily  expected  here  with  the  mun  body  of  his  troops. 

"RECENT  EVENTS. 

"  Campos  and  Qttiroga,  of  the  French  party,  were  with  him.  We  know  they 
bolb  recrived  munitions  of  war  from  tbe  Prench,  and  were  encouraged  to  pro- 
noaace  for  Santa  Anna,  Gonzales  Ortega,  or  any  one  else  who  might  serve  as  a 
Inrch  for  internal  conflagration.  Poor  deluded  people !  Worse  than  Napoleon 
or  the  basest  of  his  agents.  Why  can't  they  see  that  the  national  cause  will 
bully  overcome  all  their  machinations  I" 


Kigic 
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Mr.  Seteard  to  S^ier  Romero. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Wiuhingtm,  December  6,  1866. 
Sir  :     I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commiinieation 
of  the  S7th  ultimo,  containing  official  reporte  of  certain  militaiy  opeiations  in 
the  northern  military  division  of  tlie  Uesican  republic,  for  which  be  pleased  to 
accept  my  thaoke. 

I  ayail  myself  of  this  opportnnily  t«  i«Dew  to  yon  the  aBBnrances  of  my 
moBt  distinguiehed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  8EWABD. 
SeQor  Don  M.  Rohbbo,  !fc.,  ifc.,  !fc. 


No.  S. 

MIUTAET  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  WESTERN  DIVISION. 
lAtt  of  paper ». 

84.  Mr.  Romero  to  3fr.  Ssward,  (with  5  encloBarea) April  8,  1866. 

85.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  5,  1866. 

86.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  6  enclosures) June  14,  1866. 

87.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  7,  1866. 

88.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  {with  1  encloBure)...' July  6, 1866. 

89.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  12, 1866. 

90.  Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  13  eudosares) November  35,  1S66, 

91.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero December    8,1866. 


Senor  Romero  to  J1&.  Setoard. 
[TrsoslBtioii.] 
Mexican  Legation  to  thb  United  States  op  America, 

WaihingUm,  April  8,  1866. 
Mr.  SBrRBTABY :  I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  yoa  a  copy  of  No.  1 1  of  the 
official  paper  3t  the  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  published  on  the  8th  of 
May  last,  at  the  town  of  El  Paao  del  Norto,  containing  a  circular  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  military  commander  of  the  Stato  of  Sonora,  dated  the  30th  of  \iv- 
cemher  last,  reporting  a  victory  gained  the  day  before,  by  the  forces  of  the  re- 
public over  a  party  of  interventionists ;  also,  a  communication  from  the  said 
governor  to  the  minister  of  war,  containing  the  report  of  General  Angel  Mar- 
tinez on  fail  Alamos  expedition,  in  which  he  dispersed  the  force  of  the  ioter- 
veotlonist  Almada;  and  lastly,  the  answer  of  the  minister  of  war  G^ienl 
Ignacio  Mejis. 

I  accept  the  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  aasorancee  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hou.  William  H.  Sbvvabd,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 


,l,:.:c;.,  Google 
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Circular  from  the  government  and  military  commandancy  of  the  State  of 
Sonora. 

"  HoK  th&n  four  fanndred  traitors,  ander  Santiago  Campillo,  jr.,  and  F.  Bar- 
eeb),  attacked  this  place  at  one  yeeterday,  and  after  one  hour's  contest,  were 
completely  routed  and  pursued  for  three  leagues  by  the  reservos  of  the  brave 
comniaDder,  Juan  G.  Escalante. 

"The  resnit  of  the  battle  was,  two  killed  on  our  side,  Jesus  HadiieQa  aod 
Be;ea  Vega,  of  the  first  batallion,  and  four  wounded,  among  whom  was  Surgeon 
Eugene  8.  Wakefield.  The  enemy  lost  thirty  killed,  eleyen  wounded,  and 
fifty-one  prisoners.  We  took  one  hundred  muskets  with  ball  cartridges,  and 
'  twenty  odd  saddled  horses.  Many  of  those  forced  to  fill  the  enemy's  tanks 
ue  deserting  and  coming  to  our  quarters. 

"  The  conduct  of  our  soldiers  is  worthy  of  the  greatest  eulogy-  Both  officers 
ud  soldierB  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry ;  they  all  did  their  duty,  and 
all  tbey  ask  is  to  be  led  where  they  can  be  most  useful." 

I  communicate  this  to  you  that  you  may  make  it  known  to  the  inhabitants  of 
four  district.     Independence  and  liberty !     Matape,  December  30,  1S65. 

J.  GARCIA  MORALES. 

Thomas  Q.  Pico,  Firtt  Officer. 

The  UiLiTAKY  Commandant  of  tht  diitriet  of . 


f  Encloanre  No.  2.] 

GOVBBNHliNT  AND  HILITABY    COHMANDANCY  OF  THB  STATE  OF  80710BA. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  official  report  and  private 
letter  received  yesterday  from  General  Angel  Martinez,  giving  an  account  of 
bie  victory  over  the  traitors  in  the  district  of  Alamos. 

In  reply  to  the  general,  I  inform  him  that  there  are  no  other  traitor  bands 
in  the  State  except  those  of  Salvador  Vazques  and  Refugio  Canori,  from  two 
to  three  hundred  men  each — one  in  the  district  of  Arizipe,  the  other  in  Magda- 
lena,  both  now  quiet.  .  I  will  soon  communicate  with  the  genera^  and  recom- 
mence operations. 

Please  communicate  this  to  tlie  President,  and  congratulate  him  for  me  on 
account  of  the  glorions  victoriee  due  to  the  valor  of  General  Martinez.  Inde- 
pendence and  liberty  I    Camp  in  Notia,  February  1.  1866. 

J.  GARCIA  MORALES. 

D.  Elial,  Acting  Secretary. 

The  MiNiSTBB  OP  War,  Pom  del  Norte. 


OOVBRKMBNT  AND  MILITABY   COMMANDANCY  OP   THE  STATE  OF  E 

PUBLICAN    ABMY — BBIQADB  OF  OPBUATIONS — UNITED  SECTIONS— OB NBBAL- 
IS-CBIBF. 

I  left  Toro  on  the  third  for  this  city,  determined  to  ofi'er  battle  to  the  traitor 
Jos^  M.  T.  Almada.  I  passed  the  night  at  Venda.  At  midnight  I  sent  ont  a 
band  of  scouts,  under  Cipriano  Pardo,  to  reconnnitre  the  enemy's  advance  in 
Carrizal,  which  place  I  expected  to  reach -on  the  fourth.  On  that  night  I  sent 
all  the  cavalry  under  Colonel  Ascencion  Correa,  through  by-roads,  to  surprise 
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the  enemy  at  Salitral,  while  I  advanced  with  the  lofiuiW,  on  the  main  rend,  to 
aid  him  if  neceaearj.  The  enemy  waa  aurprleeJ,  and  a  courier  of  Almada 
was  captured.  He  had  deapatchea  adviaing  the  commander  at  Salitral  to  attack 
the  enemy  as  soon  aa  hia  re-enforcementa  ahonid  arrive. 

On  the  maiu  road,  near  Salitral  I  met  an  advance  of  the  enemy  and  took  one 
priBoner;  this  waa  about  day-break;  I  then  aent  for  the  cavalry  to  join  me. 

I  heard  that  Almada  was  about  to  move,  ao  I  baeteoed  on  and  gained  the 
beighta  of  CucLujaqui,  a  strong  point  for  the  enemy  if  they  had  got  it.  Ae  the 
enemy  did  not  appear,  I  contiuned  to  advance,  meeting  no  opposition  hnl  ■ 
small  cavalry  force  that  was  soon  pnt  to  flight  and  pnraned  by  fiasign  Felipe 
Valle.  with  only  twenty  men,  aa  Ear  as  the  edge  of  this  city. 

We  rested  three  hoora  at  Mercedes,  and  camped  that  night  at  Saa  Antonio 
de  loB  Norotes. 

On  the  6th  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  my  advance.  I  instantly  changed  my 
position  and  marched  to  Garboneras  beighta,  where  I  waited  for  the  attack.  I 
sent  out  Cipriano  Pardo  with  Bconts  ;  tbey  reported  that  the  enemy  was  in  thie 
city.     I  then  began  to  advance  and  Fell  into  ambueb,  but  escaped  without  hart 

At  t^vo  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  marched  round  the  hill  to  get  in 
the  rear  of  the  enemy ;  thia  I  accomplished  before  daylight,  and  bad  to  wait  some 
honrs  before  it  was  light  enough  to  begin  the  attack.  The  enemy  then  per- 
ceiving ua,  sent  out  150  sharpshooters  to  annoy  our  flank.  They  were  soon 
driven  back. 

I  advanced  with  the  sqnadron  of  lancers  and  the  Hidalgo  bataDion,  sending 
the  latter  under  Colonel  Gorrea  to  flank  the  enemy,  while  the  cavalry  was  to  be 
reserved  to  pursue  the  enemy  if  they  attempted  to  escape  without  fight.  Thm 
arranged  the  battle  began.  The  lancers  made  the  first  attack,  and  their  impet- 
noaity  decided  the  day.  When  I  rode  towards  the  infantry  Commander  Fordo 
informed  me  that  Almada  had  taken  to  flight,  protected  by  a  small  gnard  which 
I  noticed  in  the  distance.  I  started  after  him  at  such  a  rapid  pace  that  the  cav- 
alry of  tired  horses  conid  not  keep  np  with  me,  and  I  suddenly  found  myself  in 
front  of  nine  men.  I  drew  my  pistol  and  ahot  Antonio  Anaelmo,  brother  of 
the  traitor  Almada,  and  second  in  command,  while  the  others  ran  away,  leaving 
their  hoTses  and  arms.     My  horae  waa  wounded  by  two  shots. 

This  battle  finishes  the  trutora  in  the  district  of  Alamos.  We  took  five  pieces 
of  artillery  (three  bronze  and  two  iron,)  216  muskets,  and  other  moDidooB  of 
war. 

The  enemy's  loss  was  about  180  of  all  ranks.  The  list  of  oar  killed  yon  will 
find  annexed  hereto. 

I  communicate  this  for  your  information,  congiatnlatlng  you  on  a  victory  that 
will  tend  to  restore  peace  to  the  weary  country. 

Independence  and  liberty  I    Alamoa,  Januarr  10, 1866. 

ANGEL  HARTmSZ. 

To  Jbsvs  G.  Moralks, 

General-tn-chiefqftiejbreet  in  Sonera,  {wherever  he  Tnay  he.) 

HBADacASTEBS  AT  NoRiA,  February  1, 1866. 
A  tme  copy : 

ELIAS,  Secretary. 


[EDoIorareNo.4.] 

Lift  of  the  killed  and  vsounded  in  thr.  battle  of  the  lOM  of  January,  1866.  at 

Alamo*. 

Killed. — Captaina  Manuel  laabet,  Ramon  Zamano ;   Lieutenant  Jos^  Pe- 

raza;  Sargeaats  Connan  Salsaar,  Agnstin  Barajas,  Nabor  Mesa ;  Corporals  Cip- 
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riaao  VaHejo,  Higinio  Rodrigioez,  Pedro  Bocha;  Soldiers  Domingo  Kartinez, 
Eiginio  Hernandez,  Jeans  Vaidez,  Eneebio  Annenta,  Maximo  Cairasco,  Tomas 
Tuqoez. 

Wounded. — CaptainB  Florentino  Gnriel,  Dionicio  Avaloi  ;  Bergeante  Anaa- 
tafio  Andrade,  Cipriano  Vallejo,  Atilano  Vazquez,  Emilio  Rodriguez,  Jeans 
Chares,  Martin  Caatellauoa  ;  Corporala  Job6  Maria  Vega,  Marcoa  Vargas,  Cat- 
ariijo  Coelo,  Eatevan  Pardo,  Ireneo  EHpinoaa  ;  Soldiers  Teleeforo  Valenzaela, 
Pedro  Garcia,  Antonio  Lopez,  Felix  Moralea,  Tomaa  Yocupiao,  Cirilo  Bojas, 
Pioquinto  Salado,  Isabel  Felix,  Kafael  Mugica,  Jos^  M.  Zazneta,  Lorenzo  Qas- 
teUm,  Estanislao  Lopez,  Antonio  Victoria,  Deciderio  Astorga,  Arcadio  Bel- 
tiam,  Vietoriaoo  Rebelee,  Victor  fiiUE.- 

Alamos,  January  10,  1866. 

ANGEL  MARTINEZ. 

Heaikiuabtehs  at  NoBia,  February  I,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

ELIA9,  Secretary. 


LE^clonin!  No.  6.] 
DEPARTME.VT  OP  8TATB,  OFPICB    OP  WAB  AND  KABI.VE — SECTION  FIRST. 

Yonr  deepatch  of  the  1st  nltimo,  with  the  official  report  and  private  letter  of 
General  Angel  Martinez,  has  been  received.  It  gives  an  accoant  of  the  battle 
of  Alamos  and  the  dispersion  of  the  traitors  in  that  district  aader  Almada. 

The  President  of  the  republic  is  pleased  to  bear  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the 
Mutiuez  brigade  and  the  well-arranged  plans  of  ita  commander  to  perfect  the 
entire  pacification  of  the  State  which  he  has  mentioned. 

I  communicate  this  to  70a  by  order  of  thd  President,  who  desires  70a  to  in- 
fotm  Gteneral  Martinez  how  much  hia  condact  is  appreciated. 

Independence  and  liber^  !     Paso  del  Norte,  March  6,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

General  Jesls  Garcia  Mobales, 

At  Noria,  {or  teherever  he  may  be.) 

Paso  del  Nobte,  March  6,  1S66. 
Troe  copies : 

MABIANO  DIAZ,  ChUf  Officer. 


No.  85. 

Mr.  Seward  to  8e%or  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

WathiHgton,  July  6,  1866. 
Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recdpt  of  yonr  commnnicatioa  of 
the  8th  of  April  loat,  endoaing  No.  11  of  the  official  paper  of  yoor  government, 
vhich  contains  a  statement  of  aome  military  operations  in  Mexico,  and  to  thank 
yoM  for  the  information  contained  therein. 

I  improve  tliia  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  asauraDce  of  my  most  disttD' 
gniahed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Se&or  Do.\  M.  EoMBlo,  *c„  41:.,  it:.  ,.  , 
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SeHor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Tranala^on.] 
Mexican  Lfqation  i»  ths  United  States  op  Ameiiica, 

WathingtoK,  June  14,  18G6. 
Hr.  Secretary  :  I  have  tHe  honor  to  encIoBe  to  yoa, for  the  inibrmation  of  the 
gOTernmeDt  of  the  United  Statee.acopyof  No.  16  of  the  official  paper  of  the  gov- 
enunent  of  the  Mexican  republic,  dated  the  17th  of  May  laitt,  embracing  two  com- 
mnnicationB  from  General  Corona,  chief  of  the  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco, 
dated  the  21et  and  23d  of  March  last,  containing  his  official  report  of  the  ad' 
vantages  gained  hy  the  national  forcea  in  the  first  of  those  States  mentioned 
over  the  French  forces  end  interventionists,  from  the  18th  to  the  22d  of  the 
mouth  mentioned,  in  the  vicinity  of  Mazatlaui  and  the  answer  of  the  miaister  of 
war  to  those  communicationa  on  the  9th  of  May  last.  The  annexed  paper  tHio 
contains  a  communication  from  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Sinaloa,  dated  7lh 
of  April  last,  transmitting  a  note  of  General  Corona  giving  an  account  of  other 
advantages  over  the  iaterventioniats  at  Guadalupe,  and  the  minister  of  wu'i 
answer  thereto,  General  Don  Tgnacio  Mpjia,  in  the  President's  name. 

You  will  also  find  in  the  same  paper  the  official  report  of  General  Garcia 
Morales,  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Sonora,  on  the  taking 
of  Magdalena,  a  town  of  that  State,  garrisoned  by  interventionists. 

I  accept  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my 
most  distingui^ed  consideration. 

M.  BOM£BO. 
Hoc  William  H.  Sbward,  Ifc.,  ^f.,  Ifc. 


On  the  ISth  instant  the  enemy,  to  the  nnmber  of  four  hundred  French  and 
six  hundred  traitors,  made  his  appearance.  Commander  Miramontes  drove 
him  hack  from  Urias  to  Castillo.  Commander  Pintado  marched  out  with  a 
Bqoad  of  the  liberty  guides  to  reconnoitre  and  protect  Miramontea.  He  met 
the  enemy  at  Quemado,  a  vajignard  of  traitors  and  African  hunters,  and  drore 
him  back  to  Castillo,  killing;  six,  picking  up  two  muskets,  two  lancea,  and  a 
sword;  we  losing  one  second  seigeant  k^ed,  and  one  first  slightly  woonded. 
The  enemy  remained  in  Castillo  that  night,  and  Commander  Pintado  continued 
his  reconnoissance  in  front. 

On  the  19th  the  enemy  set  out  for  Presidio,  and  I  started  towards  Quemado, 
bv  Mariel,  with  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  Ligera  Mixta,  to  flank  him. 
We  reached  the  main  road  by  noon,  and  found  the  enemy  bad  passed.  Lien- 
tenant  Colonel  Parra,  with  a  part  of  Bamirez's  corps,  brought  np  the  rear, 
together  with  the  second  brigade  and  the  Guias  de  Jalisco.  Before  reaching 
the  river  we  learned  tliat  the  enemy  bad  encamped  on  its  banks.  I  ordered 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Parra  to  take  a  circuit  to  the  nver,  and  General  Gutierrez  U> 
do  the  same  by  another  route.  They  both  reached  the  river  at  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  without  accident,  and  fonnd  themselves  facing  the  enemy  in  Pre- 
sidio. On  oar  approach  a  column  of  French  rifles  marched  down  to  the  bank 
of  the  river  in  front  of  us.  I  re-enforced  Parra  with  a  company  of  Guias  d* 
Jalisco,  and  ordered  him  to  charge  the  enemy  on  the  right  flank,  which  he  did 
with  so  much  spirit  that  the'trutors  were  repnised  with  the  loss  of  many  killed, 
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■nil,  among  tbem,  the  famons  aaeasBin  Ifaiiiicio  Caataileda.  The  Becond  brigade, 
with  two  monutain  bowitzera,  attacked  the  centre.  Tbe  Snmirez  brigade  fell 
on  the  lefl  flank  of  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  bard  contest,  succeeded  in  driving 
him  to  tbe  anbnrbs,  breaking  bie  line  of  hatile.  Want  of  ammunition  cauaea 
the  attacking  party  some  anxiety,  until  it  waa  aupplicd  by  the  first  brigade. 
The  attack  was  now  renewed  with  auch  force  tbe  French  were  forced  into  tbe 
town,  where  Colonel  Tolentiuo  compelled  tbem  to  capitulate.  While  negotia- 
tioDB  were  pending  tbe  enemy  waa  reinforced,  and  our  troops  bad  to  retire  pre- 
cipitately, leaving  two  howitzers  in  tbe  enemy'a  possession.  I  withdrew  to 
take  c;tre  of  my  wonndcd,  and  ordered  Colonel  Parra  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fnmcieco  Tolentiuo  to  annoy  tbe  enemy,  supported  by  (jent'ral  Gutierrez. 

A»  I  have  no  reports  yet,  I  cannot  say  bow  many  men  we  have  lost,  but  I 
know  our  lose  is  considerable.  Among  our  ofEcers,  Linotenant  Colonel  George 
Uranados,  Commander  Miguel  Percgrina,  Captain  Geronimo  Saavedra,  and 
Lieatenact  Tiburcio  Serrano  were  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss  is  great,  for  I 
hare  seen  many  dead  French  and  traitors  on  tbe  Geld.  Most  of  tbe  traitord 
eeattered,  and  twenty- three  have  come  into  my  lines. 

There  was  a  slight  skirmish  nbout  night.  Commander  Donnto  Guerra  reports 
ikat  be  attacked  the  enemy  at  Patos  Prietos,  and  drove  him  into  the  town. 

On  the  morning  of  tbe  20th  Commander  Pintado  attacked  the  enemy  near 
Aguacaliente,  and  dr<)ve  him  from  his  trencfaea,  with  the  loss  of  only  six  killed. 
Firing  of  artillery  and  musketry  was  continued  during  the  day.  At  night  tbe 
traitors  and  French  tried  to  water  some  horses  at  tbe  river,  but  we  drove  tbem 
avay,  killing  three  of  tbem. 

You  will  inform  tbe  ministry  of  war  that  I  will  give  a  detailed  report  as  Boon 
u  I  can  get  tbe  necessary  information. 

Independence  and  tbe  country!  Camp  at  Garita,  fronting  tlie  Presidio, 
Uarcb  Ul,  1866. 


Ciiizen  Governoh  of  thb  Statu,  Culinean. 


KAMON  COEONA. 


\D   JALISCO — OBtBRAIv- 


CmzE.N  GovBRNOB:  I  have  already  given  an  account  of  eventa  at  Preaidlo- 
up  ta  the  evening  of  tbe  20th  instant.  There  was  little  firing  that  ni^rbt.  On 
ibe  morning  of  tbe  Slst  tbe  enemy  again  approached  tlie  river  and  was  driven 
buck  with  no  loss  on  our  side.  Tlie  next  day  there  waa  a  akirmidh,  in  which  we- 
lamented  tbe  loss  of  our  brave  commander,  C.  Juan  Miramontcs. 

At  seven  in  the  evening  tbe  enemy  attracted  our  attention  in  several  places, 
and  finally  escaped  towards  Baliimo,  along  the  river  road.  At  eight  all  our  liae. 
-Wit  on  the  move,  and  1  ordered  Colonel  Franciaco  T.ilentiito,  with  a  part  of  his 
corps,  to  cut  off  the  enemy'a  retreat,  whidi  he  did;  however,  the  land  was  aO' 
broken  and  tbe  enemy's  hurry  so  great,  be  managed  to  get  by,  and  we  had  to- 
follow  him  with  tbe  cavalry,  uuder  Colonel  Eulogio  Parra  and  Gomoaader 
Leonardo  Pintado,  a  league  beyond  tbe  river. 

Tbe  narrowness  of  the  road  prevented  the  effective  action  of  the  cavalry. 
Id  view  of  thia  I  ordered  a  portion  of  the  infantry  in  front,  nnder  Captain  No- 
riega and  Commander  C.  Ascencion  G.  Calvillo,  as  aid.  They  pursued  the  fly- 
ing enemy  till  five  in  the  morning,  when  we  stopped  to  rest,  as  our  forces  were 
much  fatigued,  and  the  enemy  had  got  nnder  shelter  of  their  gunboats.  He 
1^  three  dead.  We  lost  two  men  at  Balamo,  and  Captaiu  Maximiano  Ramirez 
vat  wounded;  fttrther  on,  another  soldier  waa  wounded,  and  before  we  arrived, 
at  the  river  bank  one  of  oar  men  was  killed  and  two  wounded  in  the  DegoUaao- 

17MBX.  O^^lc 
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batUlion.  After  eetting  fire  to  aome  bouees  in  Presidio,  and  destroying  «  cotUm 
factory,  the  eoemy  retreated  rapidly,  cIobpIj  pursued  by  our  men,  atid  lefl  the 
following  effects  on  the  road  ;  7  loads  of  ammunition,  98  mnskets,  2  monntUD 
pieces,  15  sacks  of  flour,  sugar,  bread  and  coffee,  5  loads  of  baggage,  27  bat- 
neesed  mules,  and  6  borses. 

On  my  reLnrn  to  Presidio  I  ordered  the  tents  to  be  stmck,  and  82  bodies  to 
be  buried ;  61  of  these  were  republicans,  whose  name,  rank  and  station  are  on 
Ibe  list,  and  76  were  wounded,  which  I  sent  to  the  hospital.  These  events  hap- 
pened from  the  19th  to  the  22d  of  the  present  month.  Yon  will  perceive  thit 
the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  is  about  equal;  but  1  account  for  this  by 
hearing  that  the  enemy  took  no  prisoners,  for  the  15  that  were  taken  from  n* 
on  the  10th  were  shot  as  soon  as  all  important  information  could  be  extorted 
from  til  em. 

400  French  and  600  traitors  left  the  port  with  six  mountain  howitzers  and 
one  iield-piece;  and  250  French,  with  77  wounded,  and  250  traitors,  with  30 
vounded  and  3  field  pieces,  left  Presidio  at  the  same  time. 

I  am  trying  to  find  if  the  missing  pieces  are  buried  or  hid  in  the  thicket. 
The  French  at  the  port  speak  in  terror  of  the  bravery  of  onr  soldiers,  and  in 

ct  I  must  Bay  they  all  did  their  duty. 

I  send  you  this  communication  fur  the  information  of  the  war  department. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Union  Villa,  March  23,  1866. 

RAMON  CORONA. 

Citizen  Governor  op  thk  State,  Cutiacan. 


[Enclosure  Ho.  3.] 

DEPARTMEXT  OV  STATE,  OFFICE  OF  WAR  A\D  AIARINB — BECTIOX  FIHaT. 

By  your  communications  of  the  Slst  and  23d  of  March  of  this  year  from  the 
chief  of  the  united  brigades  of  Binaloa  and  Jalisco,  the  citizen  President  of  the 
republic  is  informed  of  the  military  operations  on  the  ISih  and  22d  of  this 
mouth,  in  which  400  French  and  600  traitors,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery,  were 
driven  out  of  Mazatlan  aud  pursued  as  for  as  Presidio. 

The  persevering  courage  of  onr  troops  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  as  far  «■  Pre- 
sidio, causing  him  great  loss,  has  broken  up  bis  intended  expedition  into  the  in- 
terior, and  been  of  signal  service  to  the  national  cause.  The  enemy  must  now 
be  convinced  that  it  is  impossible  to  subjugate  us,  as  the  patriotism  of  true 
Mexicans  cannot  he  extiugntahed. 

The  success  of  the  strategy  of  the  general -in-cbief  of  the  united  brigades  of 
Siualoa  and  Jalisco,  and  the  worthy  conduct  of  his  subalterns  in  the  different 
engagements,  shows  that  the  expedition  has  been  properiy  conducted,  and  the 
triumphant  result  gives  great  satisfaction  to  the  citizen  President,  who  instructs 
me  to  cougratulate  yon,  and  give  you  his  most  cordial  thanks. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Paso  del  Norte,  May  9,  1866. 

HEJIA. 

Citizen  Governor  and  Militarv  Cohmandbr 

of  the  Slate  qf  Sinaloa,  Culiacan, 


[Euelonue  Ho.  4.] 

dbpartment  op  oovernmsxt  and  military  comma\uancv  of  TBB  STATB 

op  sinaloa. 

The  citizen  general-in-chief  of  the  united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco 
makes  the  following  communication  to  this  government,  tkvm  Um  Labor  csUto* 
on  the  6th  instant: 


.c., Google 
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General  Guzmaa  writes  me  on  the  34tli  ultima  thut  bia  brigade  was  Bur- 
priced  in  Gnajicori,  at  eight  o'clock  id  the  morning,  byalar^re  body  of  Lozadn's 
traitore,  and  the  town  was  set  on  fire  for  tbe  fourth  time,  lie  has  not  yet  given 
me  an  acconnt  of  hie  losses.  On  tbe  a7th  be  writes  me  from  Agua  OaJionte  thai 
all  his  scattered  forces  have  not  yet  been  collected;  that  he  laments  tbe  Insa  of 
Major  Francieco  Cruz  Pefia,  Santos  Flores,  lieutenant  of  the  foiirtli  com- 
pany of  the  Paeblos  Unidop  battalion,  and  twelve  men,  names  unknown.  He 
doee  not  know  the  enemy's  loss,  though  ho  aaw  Hcvcral  new  gravea  near  the 
Goajicon  ehurcb,  and  knows  tbat  one  corpsu  waa  carried  as  far  as  Acapoueta. 
He  wya  flOO  Indians  from  Nayarit  earae  down  to  join  him  on  tbe  26th.  On 
the  89lh  Lozada  entered  Rosario  with  2,000  men  and  a  battery  of  field-pieces. 

Lieatenant  Colonel  Donato  Guerra  reports  on  tbe  same  day  tbat  he  bnd  a 
tkirmish  with  the  enemy  nt  tbe  port  of  Uazatlan,  a  short  time  before  be  left. 

Six  or  aeven  bnndred  French  and  traitors,  with  foar  pieces  of  artillery,  left 
tbe  port  on  the  30th  and  camped  at  Palos  Frieto?.  The  next  day  they  went  to 
Hif^eraa,  and  Lozada  leil  Rosario  for  Agua  Caliente. 

While  tbe  enemy  was  taking  all  these  turns.  I  missed  several  good  opportn- 
nities  for  a  fight. 

At  seven  in  tbe  evening  of  tbe  Slat  I  saw  the  citizen  governor  of  the  State, 
who  had  jnst  come  by  forced  marches  from  Cnliacan.  I  consulted  with  bini 
aboQt  the  aituation,  and  we  agreed  to  attack  Lozada  on  bis  nmrch.  Munitions 
arrived  at  ten  at  night,  and  our  troops  were  supplied.  The  citizen  goveraor 
tiarled  for  Verde  with  forcea  to  attack  Lozada,  and  1  set  out  towards  Siqueros, 
to  cnt  oflf  the  French. 

On  the  Ist  instant,  at  five  in  the  morning,  onr  scouts  reported  tbat  tbe  French 
(toiii  tbe  port  were  advancing  upon  Sit^neroa.  I  ordered  Colonel  Farra  to  send 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Manuel  Creapo,  with  a  part  of  the  Ramirez  corps  under  Be- 
cettt,  to  Verde,  and  commanded  Lieutenant  Colonel  Donato  Guerra  to  watch 
ihe  port  with  Creapo.  General  GutierreK  atarted  towards  Verde  with  the  second 
bri|^e,  but  learned  from  General  Ifubi  on  the  way  that  Lnzada  had  entered 
Coacordia,  five  ledgnes  from  Verde,  on  tbe  morning  of  the  10th. 

It  was  noon  and  onr  forces  had  not  concentrated.  (.Colonel  CrcEpo  informed 
ote  that  the  enemy  had  camped  in  front  of  Siqueros,  five  leagues  Irom  Verde, 
»nd  onr  advance  was  in  sight.  It  waa  agreed  to  attack  Lozada  in  Concordia, 
«nd  Noriega  was  sent  to  join  Greapo  with  his  infantry.  Before  reaching  Con- 
coidia.  General  ttubi  branched  off  to  the  left  wiih  a  part  of  the  first  brigade  and 
«ne  cannon,  and  the  Guias  de  Jalisco,  to  fiank  the  enemy.  General  Gutiirrcz 
kept  the  main  road  with  part  of  the  second  brigade,  two  cannons,  the  rest  of 
tbe  Ramirez  corps,  the  Guias  de  la  Libertad  and  the  Hernandez  corps.  I  fol- 
lowed General  Gutierrez. 

At  six  in  the  evening  General  Rnbi  began  the  attack  on  tbe  left  flank.  Gene- 
ral Gatierrez's  column  made  an  advance  and  established  a  battery  that  did  good 
eiecntion.  The  Degollado  battalion  threatened  the  right  flank,  and  the  rest  of 
tbe  infantry  charged  upon  the  centre  boldly.  The  cavalry  then  came  into  action 
and  rushed  so  desperately  upon  the  enemy,  that  in  lesa  than  one  faonr  he  scat- 
tered and  left  ua  masters  of  the  town. 

Sight  now  came  on,  and  as  it  was  very  dark,  and  our  aoldiera  might  fire  on 
f^ch  other  by  mistake,  I  ordered  General  Riibi  to  beat  a  retreat  in  good  order. 
This  was  elegantly  executed  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Alejandro  Hernan- 
dez and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Abel  Pereira,  both  of  my  etaff.  The  ground  was 
fo  Dueven  here,  I  ordered  part  of  the  cavalry  to  Jacobo,  and  the  rest,  with  tbe 
iafkntry,  to  Copala,  postponing  the  attack  indefinitely,  aa  I  knew  the  enemy 
was  to  be  re-enforced  the  next  morning. 

Onr  losses  are  insignificant;  but  we  have  to  lament  the  death  of  the  brave 
aod  distinguished  General  Job6  M.  Gutierrez,  chief  of  tbe  second  brigade,  and 
of  the  valiant  Colonel  Onofre  CampaSa,  from  Cosala,  leader  of  the  Victoria  bat- 
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talion.  I  don*t  koow  tlie  enemy's  loio;  bnt  it  mast  be  coneiderable.  tkoogli 
half  of  the  force  scattered  in  dismay.  I  will  give  the  particolan  as  soon  u 
obtaiocd. 

The  report  of  artillery  on  the  2d,  in  the  direction  of  SiqneroB,  infonned  me 
that  the  enemy  was  resisting  onr  troops  in  that  quarter;  so  I  ordered  (jeneral 
Rnbi  to  their  aasiBtance  with  infantry,  while  I  went  towards  Bajio  with  the  cav- 
alry ID  the  evening.  Colonel  Parra  informed  me  that  same  day,  the  2d,  that  fae 
arrived  at  Jacobo  at  the  same  time  with  the  Pameco  battalion,  under  Colonel 
]tlartinez.  Lozada  attacked  them  at  two  that  day  with  cavalry  and  inbntry, 
but  woB  routed  and  puraned  as  long  as  the  ammunition  held  ont.  The  enemj'« 
killed  are  found  all  along  the  road  from  Jacobo  as  far  as  the  pursuit  last«d. 
We  only  bad  two  soldiers  killed.  After  a  slight  skirmish  with  the  French  that 
day,  Crespo  retired  to  Parrae  while  they  retreated  to  Gofradia,  where  they 
camped.    Oar  men  then  retnmed  to  Siqueroa. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  the  French  advanced  upon  Siqueroa,  bat  were 
driven  back  to  Cofradia.  One  traitor  was  made  prisoner.  The  French  retreated 
next  day  to  Presidio, 

Colonel  Guerra  informed  on  the  4th  that  be  approached  the  port  the  day  be- 
fore and  provoked  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  with  no  bad  results.  He  also  says 
the  French  had  joined  Ixizada,  bnt  their  combined  force  is  greatly  demoralized. 

That  evening  Guerra  had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  at  Palos  Prietos.  The 
gunboat  Lucifer  came  op  and  our  men  had  to  retreat. 

The  same  chief  reports  that  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  the  French  and  Lo- 
zada were  at  Presidio,  Pozole,  and  Garita ;  Lozada's  forces  so  demoralized  he 
could  do  nothing  with  them.  Up  to  the  last  account  Gnerra's  advance  was  at 
Palos  Prietos,  wbile  he  remuned  at  Venadillo.  A  report  from  the  same  chief  says 
that  Captain  ZuDiga,  of  the  Miramontes  corps,  gave  notice  that  the  enemy  was 
encamped  at  Uiias  and  Castillo.  Guerra  was  preparing  to  attack  the  port  the 
next  day  ;  bnt  learning  that  the  French  were  advancing  in  force  apon  him,  he 
retreated  with  the  loss  of  one  soldier,  and  the  French  re-enfbrcements  succeeded 
in  getting  to  the  port. 

As  soon  as  I  can  ascertain  the  number  of  my  killed^and  wounded,  I  will  make 
an  official  report,  from  the  1st  to  the. 5th. 

I  cannot  be  partial  in  the  I'ecommeudation  of  my  officers,  for  they  have  all 
done  their  duty ;  their  courageous  behavior  has  forced  respect  from  the  invaders, 
and  has  won  the  admiration  of  every  republican,  I  cannot  snfficieotlT  pisiM 
the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  districts  invaded  by  the  hordes  of  LoEada. 
With  the  single  exception  of  Roeario  and  Zavitla,  all  the  inhabitaota  left  thai 
bonses  and  property  to  destruction. 

The  Slate  of  Sinaloa  may  be  proud  of  her  sons,  for  they  ara  tme  patriots,  pre- 
ferring poverty  to  the  protection  of  the  invaders. 

I  make  this  communication  for  the  information  of  the  war  department,  by  in- 
structions from  the  general-iu -chief  of  the  united  brigades,  as  well  as  for  the 
information  of  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty!     San  Ignacio,  April  7,  1866. 

F.  SEPULVEDA. 

Cidzcn  Minister  op  War,  Pa*o  del  Korte. 


[Enclomre  No.  S.] 

DUPARTftlB^T  OP  STATE  AND  OFPICB  OP  WAR  AND  MARINR — IBCTIO.N  FIRST. 

By  yonr  report  of  the  7th  of  April,  the  citizen  President  of  the  rapnblic  ■» 
informed  ofthe  important  movements  of  the  general-in-chief  of  tbe>mitedl>rigade# 
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of  SinaloA  and  Jalieco,  which  broke  up  the  expedition  of  Lozada  and  his  Freocb 
allies,  by  an  attack  at  Concordia,  forcing  tbem  to  retreat  in  great  disorder,  and 
feek  refuge  in  the  port  of  Uazatlan,  protected  by  the  gunboat  Lucifer,  stationed 
there. 

The  citizen  President  inatructa  me  to  express  his  satisfaction  at  the  courage 
of  the  ofScera  and  men  who  gained  this  great  victory,  ttie  result  of  which  is  to 
euibairaas  the  enemy  and  encourage  our  party  to  attack  Jifazatlan. 

The  citizen  President  regrets  our  loaaes,  particularly  the  death  of  the  valiant 
General  Jos^  M.  Gutierrea  and  Colonel  Onofre  CampaSa;  also  of  Major  Fran- 
ciKo  Cms  Pena,  and  other  officers  and  men  who  fell  in  the  action,  aud  con- 
tributed ao  much  to  ita  fortuaate  result.  Please  infarm  the  general -in-chief  of  the 
united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco  that  the  citizen  President  is  much  pleased 
with  hia  conduct,  and  congratulates  him  on  the  happy  results  of  the  victory. 

Indepeodenc«  and  liberty !     Paso  del  Norte,  May  9,  18C6. 

MEJIA. 

Citizen  GoteSnob  and  Military  Comhandbb 

t^the  State  of  Sinaloa,  Ctiiiacan. 

Paso  dbl  Nobtb,  May  9,  1866. 
Tnie  copiea: 

MARIANO  DIAZ.  CAU/ Officer. 


[Encloniie  No.  6.] 

COVBRNHBNT  OP  80N0RA — RBPUBUCAN  ARMV,  FIRST   BRIQADB — GBNBRAL-t.V- 

CiTiZBN  Gover.\or:  As  I  informed  yon,  and  not  to  remain  inactive  while 
foiees  are  collecting  for  action  inland,  I  ordered  a  movement,  which  has  resulted 
in  the  disarming  of  certain  towns.  On  the  3d  instant  I  set  ont  from  Banamicbi, 
in  great  haatt^,  to  aurpriae  Opodepe  and  Tuape,  where  I  captured  seventy 
musketa  and  a  few  horses. 

On  the  night  of  the  4lb  I  halted  four  miles  from  Gncurpe,  having  unex- 
pectedly come  up  with  the  enemy  at  that  place.  I  proposed  a  parley,  which 
was  iDswered  by  ahouls  for  the  empire  by  the  defenders  of  the  place.  Having 
rested  sufficiently,  and  observing  that  the  traitors  were  preparing  for  resistance, 
I  ordered  three  companies  to  advance  in  different  directions,  till  they  came 
within  speaking  distance  of  the  besieged.  This  operation  lasted  one  hour;  then 
GriDg  began  on  both  sides,  and  continued  till  2  o'clock,  when  the  imperialists 
were  dialodged  from  the  houae-tops  and  towers  they  were  occupying,  thanks  to 
oar  aharpahootera  on  the  slope  of  a  hill  near  by. 

At  4  o'clock  a  signal  for  parley  waa  made.  The  rebel  chief  offered  to  anr- 
rraderwitb  a  guarantee  of  life.  This  waa  granted,  and  the  following  articles 
were  given  up:  120  muskets,  two  chests  of  ammunition,  118  cartridge-boxes,  and 
s  few  lances. 

The  garrison  consisted  of  115  men,  ten  officers,  the  commander-in-chief,  and 
ei-Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Hanuel  J.  Castro. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Magdalena,  April  6, 186C. 

J.  G.  MORALES. 

CiTlZB.'V  GoVBRXOR  AND  MILITARY  CoMMA?(DBR 

qftht  Slalt  of  SoHora,  (wkertcer  he  may  be.) 

A  tme  copy : 

G.  MORALES. 


.,  CooqIc 
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Mr.  Seward  to  Sehor  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 
WathingUm,  July  7,  1866. 
SiB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  commuDicatioD  of 
the  I4th  nltiino,  trauemittiiig  a  copy  of  Xo.  16  of  the  official  paper  of  yonr  gov- 
crament,  publishing  Bome  correspondence  on  the  military  operatioas  in  Mexico, 
and  to  thank  you  for  the  information. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  asBurance  of  my  most  dii- 
tiuguiahed  conBideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEVTABD. 
SeaoT  Don  M.  Romero,  fy:.,  tfc.,  !fc. 


No.  88. 

[Trsaalation,] 

SeRoT  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

MExrcAN  Lbuatiok  to  the  United  States  op  America, 

Wtuhington,  Jtdt/  6,  1866. 
Mr.  Srcrbtaby  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lemit  to  yoo,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  No.  19  of  the  official  newspaper 
of  the  coDslitutioaal  government  of  the  Mexican  republic,  pnbliebcd  at  Pasn 
del  Norte  the  7tli  of  June  last,  in  which  you  will  see  the  official  report  which 
General  Pesqueira,  governor  of  the  State  of  Sonora,  gave  to  the  department  of 
war  and  marine  on  Uie  lOlb  of  May  laet,  of  the  military  operations  of  the  forcM 
of  the  united  brigades  of  Sonora  and  Jalisco,  under  bia  orders,  and  which  resulted 
■  I  the  taking  of  the  city  of  HermoBJllo,  which  occurred  on  the  4th  of  May 


This  occaBion  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  asBurancea  of  my   mot 
distingniBhed  consideration  is  very  gratifying  to  me. 

M.  EOMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  Sfc. 


Under  date  of  8th  May,  Geueral  Martinez  makes  to  these  headquarters  the 
report  following: 

On  the  iBt  isBtant  I  set  out  from  this  point  to  attack  Hermoeillo  ;  bivou- 
acked in  the  field  in  front  of  San  JoBii  de  PimaB.  On  the  iJd  reached  Znbiate, 
and  at  night  halted  near  IlerinoBillo ;  at  dawn  reached  the  suburhs. 

Before  reaching  Znbiate  caught  Bome  scouts  of  the  enemy  ;  made  three  pris- 
onere;  the  officer  in- command  escaped. 

Two  leagues  from  Hermosillo  we  met  some  twenty  men  of  the  enemy's  ad- 
vance ;  killed  three,  took  three,  and  scattered  the  rest.     Among  the  killed  wa« 
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(be  comnMnder,  the  traitor  Captain  Estrada.  Learned  from  the  priannera  that 
HernuMilln  was  garrisoned  br  aboat  300  men,  among  them  fiftf  of  the  Foreign 
Ltpoa,  all  nnder  orders  of  uie  traitor  Jos6  M.  Tranquilino  Almada. 

The  sconting  detachment,  which  took  the  direction  of  Gfuajmas,  captured  two 
officers — the  one  a  Mexican,  the  other  a  Spaniard  called  Jos6  de  la  Itosa,  adju- 
IiqI  to  Almada.     He  was  shot;  the  Mexican  was  forgiren. 

The  enemy  was  cheeked  in  several  atti>mpta  t«  get  off.  He  made  n  sally  on 
tbe  Oaaymas  ronte,  which  was  covered  by  the  scenting  party  under  command 
of  Petronilo  Silvia.  On  the  4th  I  began  the  attacic  on  the  height  defended  by 
the  Fdtei^  Legion.  At  half  past  nine  we  were  masters  of  the  place;  part  of 
tbe  Forei^  Legion  escaped  with  Almada.  The  enemy  abandoned  mora  than 
200  maiikets,  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  their  munitions.  I  found  miiiy  dead, 
most  of  the  Foreign  Legion.  Oar  loss  was  small,  about  thirty  killed  and 
Tonnded. 

Some  repetition  of  the  same  report  is  made  by  Colonel  Morales,  which  in  due 
hna  is  despatched  to  the  government  by  Pesqueira,  governor  of  Sonora. 

[Ko  other  mention  is  made  of  foreigners  than  ae  members  of  the  Foreign  Le- 
fion;  none  whatever  of  American  citizens. — Th.] 


Mr.  Seward  to  SeHor  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

Watkingtott,  Jult/  12,  18G6. 
Sia  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of 
the  6lh  iaBlant,  containing  a  copy  of  No,  19  of  the  official  imper  of  yourgov- 
iniment,  giving  an  account  of  some  military  cperations,  and  to  thank  yon  for 
the  information. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  neeurances  of  my  most 
diatiognished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
SeDor  Do\  Matias  Romero,  Ifc.,  Sfc.,  Ift:. 


No.  9(P. 

Stum-  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[TranslalioD.] 

Mbsica?!  Leoatiom  in  thb  United  Status  op  A.merica. 

WaiAington,  Nueember  2-5,  1866. 
Mr  Sbcrbtarv  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  Slates,  the  documents  mcntiont'd  in  the  annexed 
index,  mostly  taken  from  the  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  official  reports  of  military  operations  in  the  western  military 
diviition  of  the  Mexican  republic,  from  July  to  September  of  the  present  year. 
It  is  with  pleasure  I  avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  of  renewing  to 
you,  Hr.  Secretary,  the  aasurances  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaed,  Ifc ,  tfc.,  ^. 

DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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Index  of  document*  tent  hy  the  Mexican  legation  i*  Wathimgtom  to  tie  Depart- 
ment of  atale  of  lie  United  Statet,  witk  tie  note  of  thi»  date,  in  relatiott  Ic 
operatimu  on  the  wettern  mililary  line. 


No. 

D«te. 

Content*. 

1866. 

1 

June 

23 

General  Rubj,  ^vemoT  of  SinoloR,  tnuumita  tlio  officiid  report  of  (Iw 
battle  of  Yicuintl.. 

2 

July 

18 

Tlie  niiniaUT  of  war  kckoowledgea  the  receipt  of  iame. 

■■i 

June 

ao 

Letter  of  Geoeral  Pesquiera,  gonruor  of  Bono™,   to  the  conaul  of  tht 
JD  the  months  of  Mny  and  Juno.  18t*6. 

4 

Aug. 

14 

GeDcrnl  MaitinEz's  official  report  of  Ibe  caplnre  of  Hermoullo.  in  the  SU1< 

of  Bonora. 
Uinisu^r  of  war's  auewer  M  same. 

!> 

Sept 

36 

R 

Se^U 

3 

Official  report  of  the  atlack  of  Alamoa. 

7 

Sept. 

7 

General  Fcsquiera's  official  report  to  the  minister  of  war  of  the  capture  of 
R™ly  of  the  n>ir>Uler  of  w»r. 

e 

Oct. 

5 

9 

S*pL 

14 

Oaciiil  report  of  Geueral  Corona,  chief  of  the  weatem  army,  of  the  baUte 

]0 

Oct. 

8 

Reply  of  the  minister  of  war. 

11 

Sept. 

19 

military  line. 

13 

Sept. 

21 

W*8HiNflT«(i,  JVi>Mnhr35,  ]866. 


lONO.  UABISCAL.  «cerdM| 


[Eaclusure  No.  1. — Froin  the  (Kivcmment  official  paper.  No.  21,  Chihnahna,  July  30,  l^liC.] 


OOVBDNMe.NT   AND   MILrTARY   COMMANDANCY    DP  THB 


I   OF   SINALOA. 


The  general -in-chief  of  tbe  united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  JiUisco  reports  u 
follows  from  thai  quarter  : 

"The  citizen  general,  Perfecto  Gnzmao,  reports  from  Acaponela  od  the  18th 
to  these  headquarteie,  as  follows  : 

"  '  B^  special  orders  froih  headquarters,  I  set  ont  from  Cacalotan  on  tUe  8th  for 
Santiago  Jzcuintia,  with  my  brigade  and  Colonel  Donato  Onerra's  cavalry, 
trying  to  keep  our  movemeuts  secret  from  the  enemy,  who  discovered  ns  by 
means  of  bis  scouts. 

"  'At  10  o'clock  p.  m.  of  tbe  13ih  I  reached  Arrayan  plain,  where,  in  consulta- 
tion witb  Colonel  Donato  Guerra,  Colonel  Juan  de  Dies  Bojas,  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Andres  ISlancarte,  I  determined  to  divide  onr  attacking  forces  aa  follows : 
On  tbe  centre  were  tbe  Hunjicori  battalion  of  Colonel  Cipriano  Scgundo,  and 
the  independents  of  Celao  Cosio ;  on  the  right  was  the  section  of  Colonel  Comilo 
l8iordia;and  on  the  left,  Colonel  Florencio  Pachcco,  with  a  cavalry  section. 
Tbe  second  Hnajicori  battalion,  under  Colonel  Eligio  Alvares,  and  tbe  Ocampo 
squadron,  under  Colonel  Jesus  Artenga,  and  tbe  Guzman  t^quadron,  undi'r 
Francisco  Lora,  were  beld  as  reserves.  With  tbe  forces  bo  distributed,  and  my 
orders  given,  I  marcbed  to  Santiago  on  tbe  14tb  by  8  o'clock  in  tlie  morning. 
I  ordered  tbe  attack  upon  the  centre.  The  enemy,  under  Agatou  Martinez  and 
Jos<i  Zapia,  was  ossanfted  so  i-udely  he  gave  war  and  Icfl  us  masters  of  the  field 
after  half  an  hour's  fight.  On  tbe  evening  of  tne  same  day  the  enemy  ossem- 
bled  on  the  opposite  side  of  tbe  river  more  than  one  hundred  cavalry,  and  crossed 
back  St  Palomas  ford  to  attack  me.    I  ordered  Colonel  Guenft  out  with  two 
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hundred  cav&Ity  to  meet  them  ;  they  took  to  flight,  and  were  paisDed  two  miles 
or  more.  The  enemy  lost  ihirtj-one  killed,  among  them  aa  engineer  and  the 
coronMnder  of  the  place,  hoth  Frenchmen.  Fifly  prisoners,  mostly  natives,  were 
eaptored  ;  eight  musketa.  fourteen  rifles,  two  sabres,  tbree  pistole,  thirteen  sad- 
dles, one  hnndred  and  two  horses,  and  fifieen  mulea  were  token. 

"'On  onr  side,  Jeans  Verdugo,  second  sergeant  in  tlie  Ocampo  squadron,  waa 
wonaded.  At  night  my  men  came  into  the  town  and  remained  three  days,  when 
we  had  to  leave  for  want  of  proTisions,  coming  to  this  place,  where  I  am  awaiting 
orders.  I  must  commend  to  your  consideration,  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers,  for 
they  all  did  their  duty.' 

"All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  yon,  and  eongrattilate  you 
OD  this  new  triampb  for  republican  arms." 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  this  for  your  own  information,  and  that  you  may  com- 
nmnicate  it  to  the  war  departmenL  And  I  transcribe  it  for  yvu,  citizen  nuniater, 
for  your  intelligence. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Recodo.  Jnne  23,  1866. 

DOMINGO  RDBI. 

F,  Skpulvbda,  Secretary. 

The  Ui.Ni&TBS  OP  Was  and  Karinb,  fwAerecer  he  may  he.) 


[Encloenre  No.  3.] 
DKPABTMB.NT   OP  STATB — BUUBAU   OF  WAR    A\D   MARINK — SBCTION    FIRST. 

In  your  despatch  of  the  23d  of  June  laat,  enclosing  me  the  report  of  the 
general-in- chief  of  the  united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  J^ieco,  of  the  same  date, 
tlie  Presidrnt  of  the  republic  has  bad  the  pleasure  to  find  a  confirmation  of  the 
■access  of  General  Perfecto  Gusman'B  expedition,  with  Colonel  Donato  Guerra, 
■gainst  Losftda's  gang.  We  are  glad  to  hear  the  enemy  was  whipped  in  the 
firet  encounter  on  the  8th,  and  tho  town  of  Santiago  Izcuintla  captured  ;  also, 
ttat  he  was  badly  repulsed  on  the  second  attack,  with  the  loss  of  thirty-one 
killed,  one  an  officer  of  the  place,  and  the  other  an  engineer,  and  fifty  prisoners 
liken,  eight  shot  gnus,  fonrteea  muskets,  two  sabres,  three  pistols,  thirteen 
saddles,  one  hundred  and  two  horses,  and  fifteen  nmles. 

The  citizen  President  is  much  pleased  to  leam  the  success  of  the  expeditioD, 
tod  the  gullant  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men,  to  whom  he  requests  me  to 
present  his  thanks. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Chihnahna,  July  18,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

The  GovBB.NOR  axd  Military  Commandkr 

of  tit  State  of  Sinaloa,  (wherever  he  may  be.) 


[Enelotnre  No.  3.] 

Alamos,  June  30,  1866. 

MccH  EsTBBNBD  Friend  :  I  TCceived  your  welcome  letter  of  the  30th  of  May 
yesterday ;  it  gave  me  the  more  pleasure,  with  the  news  in  it,  as  it  is  the  only 
one  I  have  bad  from  you  since  December,  when  you  sent  me  the  President's 
penaission  to  visit  your  city.  I  wrote  to  you  then  that  I  could  not  come  on 
aceoQQt  of  fever,  which  left  me  very  weak,  in  spite  of  the  active  life  I  have  led 
since  March.  I  wrote  to  you  also  about  the  end  of  February,  informing  you  I 
intesded  to  take  the  field,  but  yon  say  neither  of  the  letters  reached  you. 

I  have  beard  of  Mr.  Gonzalez's  aspirations,  and  the  discredit  he  has  brought 
upon  himself  by  attempting  to  take  Uie  presidency  &om  Mr.  Juarez.    He  is  bo 
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blind  he  cnnnot  see  bow  false  and  riiliculons  hie  poiitton  ie.  The  political  career 
of  Gonzalez  Ortega  and  hia  adherents  fumisbea  us  another  example  of  those 
anomalies  so  frequent  in  this  transition  period,  when  a  new  germ  of  life  is  bud- 
cling  for  the  republic.  Such  is  my  hope,  and  I  know  our  ills  will  end,  because 
I  trust  in  the  pradence  and  energy  of  our  worthy  President  and  bis  brave  col- 
laborators in  the  work  of  moral  reorganization. 

It  would  make  this  letter  too  long  to  tell  yon  all  that  has  occurred  bidcq  I 
qnit  my  asylum  in  the  territory  of  Arizona,  and  I  will  not  trouble  yon  with  a 
detail  of  the  causes  that  brought  me  to  my  present  situation. 

General  Garcia  Morales  took  the  tield  four  months  before  me,  while  I  was 
eick,  and  did  much  good.  Now  conquering,  then  conquered,  his  constant  ac- 
tivity did  much  to  enconrage  the  people  of  Sonora,  who  hare  never  despaired 
of  the  country's  safety.  When  I  returned  to  the  scene  of  action  I  found  all 
disposed  to  join  against  the  oppressors.  If  we  seem  slow  in  organizing  our 
forces,  it  is  because  we  are  in  want  of  arms  that  should  have  reached  na  long 
ago.  However,  I  can  say  to  you,  we  have  got  over  the  worst,  and  are  now 
ready  to  give  tlie  traitors  a  finisiiing  blow. 

'i'ibe  forces  of  General  Martinez  united  with  mine,  under  the  title  of  the  uni- 
ted brigades  of  Sonora,  Sinaloo,  and  Jalisco,  attacked  Almada  in  Hennosillo 
with  four  hundred  men.  Taken  in  force  on  the  4th  of  Mny,  we  had  to  fight  six 
hours  against  Laiigherg  and  Tauori,  who  came  up  with  eigiit  hundred  men.  It 
was  a  hard- fought  battle,  and  fortune  began  to  favor  us,  when  a  panic  demoral- 
ized our  forces,  just  at  the  time  the  enemy  started  for  Alamito,  five  leagues  from 
Hennosillo,  with  nobody  to  pursue  him.  I  merely  mention  this  to  show  yon 
what  an  opportunity  we  have  lost  from  a  email  circumstance. 

The  battle-field  was  entirely  deserted,  but  it  was  too  late  to  rally  in  pnrstiit. 
General  Martinez  and  I  remained  in  Hermosilln  till  midnight,  with  an  escort  of 
only  fifty  cavalry,  waiting  for  re-enforcements ;  but  both  the  cavalry  and  infantry 
were  too  far  from  the  field  of  action  in  different  directions,  and  so  the  enemy 
bad  time  to  return  and  dccupy  the  place  the  next  day.  In  Langberg's  report 
of  the  6th  of  May  there  was  but  one  truth.  He  said,  "  Our  loss  was  coDsider- 
able;''  and  he  had  a  right  to  say  so,  for  he  lost  more  than  half  hia  forces  in  the 
two  actions  of  the  4th. 

Another  expedition  took  place  on  the  5th  of  June  on  the  same  town,  and  as 
eoon  as  our  troops  approached,  the  garrison  disbanded,  and  lett  in  our  posseaaion 
one  rifled  cannon,  some  provisions,  and  ninety  muskets. 

ThiaVaa  the  time  to  have  destroyed  Tanori,  who  was  present  with  all  his 
forces,  but  fortune  did  not  favor  ns  this  time  cither.  The  Indians  routed  &  flec- 
tion of  our  fiirces  under  Alcoutara,  and  thus  fmslrat«d  our  intentions.  But  the 
misfortune  has  only  put  us  back  a  few  months,  when  the  enemy  will  have  to  he 
kept  at  bay  by  rangers. 

Though  the  traitors  hare  called  upon  the  French  in  Guaymas  to  aid  them,  they 
hare  obtained  no  succor.  They  came  out  on  the  S9th  of  May  with  three  hun- 
dred men  to  open  the  way,  but  finding  we  were  ready  for  them  they  retreated  to 
Gieneguita.  But  for  that  demonstration  you  would  suppose  the  inraders  did  not 
care  what  became  of  their  allies. 

They  are  preparing  to  continue  operations  with  more  vigor,  and  I  think  we 
shall  have  an  engagement  by  the  end  of  next  month,  when  I  hope  to  have  the 
pleasure  to  give  you  the  news  of  the  restoration  of  constitutional  order  in  the 
whole  State. 

As  ever,  your  affectionate  friend  and  colleague, 

I.  PESQUIBRA. 

To  Sellor  Don  Jos6  Antomo  Godoy, 

Mexican  Cotml  in  San  Franeiieo. 

DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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IA.VI>ANcy    OP    TUB 

Greneral  Angel  Martinez,  major  general  of  the  united  brigndee  of  Sonora, 
Sinaloa,  and  Jaliaco,  on  the  14th,  icports  as  follows  ; 

IIbpubi.icak  Army,  United  Brioaubs,  Obnbral's  Quarters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  operntione  to  you  from  the  lime  we  left  Cumuripa 
till  our  occupation  of  this  place.  Ou  the  23(1  ultimo  the  Sinaloa  and  Jaarea  Je- 
fpfidere,  -with  Colonel  Jos6  T.  Otero's  forces,  met  in  Cumuripa,  and  started  next 
da^totbe  Sunqui  mines.  We  reached  Tecoripa  on  the  25th.  The  Sonorn 
battalion,  under  Otero,  was  sent  from  Suaqui  to  allack  the  traitor  Arvallo  in 
Saa  Jarier.  A  Lard  rain  impeded  his  operations,  and  g<ivo  the  enem^  a  chaiico 
to  escape.  He  was  pursued,  and  two  pri.'^onere  were  takun  from  Campos,  who 
left  his  horse  and  escaped  on  foot.     Colonel  Otero  accomplished  this  bold  fi:at. 

On  the  38tb  we  lef^  Tecoripa  and  camped  for  the  night  at  Cumbros  On  the 
29tb  we  reached  Adivino,  and  came  to  Matape  by  the  30th.  From  that  place 
a  message  was  sent  to  General  Jesus  Garcia  Itloralcs,  ordering  him  forward 
with  the  forced  be  had.  At  I'itiqiiito  we  beard  he  had  suffered  a  reverse,  and 
of  course  could  not  come  to  Mutape.  By  forced  marches  on  the  IStb  and  13th, 
we  mcbed  this  city  by  your  orders,  where  wo  surprised  the  garrison  of  150 
meo,  who  ran  off  and  \vtt  their  guns  in  our  posse^sioa. 

We  par«ued  the  enemy  and  killed  nine,  and  two  wounded  were  sent  to  tho 
hofpitu.  It  was  the  13tb  when  we  occupied  the  place,  and  we  go  into  quarters 
to-day.    All  preparation  ie  made  for  the  enemy,  in  case  he  rcturna  to  attack  na. 

The  inhabitants  welcomed  us  as  their  real  deliverer),  nod  you  know  our  sol- 
diers have  done  their  duty  as  defenders  of  the  honor  and  independence  nf  our 
d*ar  conn  try. 

I  felicitate  you  cordially  on  the  conclusion  of  a  campaign  that  restores  tho 
legtiimate  State  government  in  the  principal  city  of  Sonora, 

independence  aud  liberty!     Ilcrmodillo,  August  14,  1SG6. 

ANGEL  MARTINEZ. 
The  Ge\eral-im-Ciiibf,  PrMMJ. 

In  tranemitling  the  above  to  yon,  I  will  add,  that  yon  may  make  it  known 
to  the  President  of  the  repnblic,  that  notwithstanding  the  HufR:riagn  of  our 
soldiers,  none  have  deserted,  and  all  are  cheerful ;  and  the  way  in  which  the 
citizens  offer  their  services  to  the  government  is  the  most  conclusive  proof  of 
th«  hate  tLe  citizens  have  for  the  empire,  except  the  traitors  of  Gandara. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Uermosilb,  August  17,  186Q. 

IGNACIO  PESQUIEHA. 
J.  J.  AVILA,  Firtt  Officer. 
The  Minister  op  Wab. 

[Enclosure  No   5.] 
OBPARTMKNT  op  fiTATR.  BRAtVCH   OF  WAR  AND  MARINB— 4KCTI0N  FIRST. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your 
despatch  of  the  17th  of  August  last,  enclosing  that  of  the  14tb,  from  General 
Aagef  Martinez,  reporting  his  operations  from  the  23d  up  to  date,  when  he  dis- 
persed the  traitor  forces  under  Arvallo,  and  oucnpied  Uermosillo  on  the  I3th 
of  Augnst,  snrprising  the  garrison. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Obihuahna,  September  36,  1866. 

MEJIA. 
General  Iottacio  Pesqcibra, 

Ginernor  and  Military  Commander  of  ike  State  of  Sonora,  in  I&rma*^iL  , 
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[Endomire  Ko.  6.  J 


At  balf-put  ten  tliie  day,  the  traitor  Job^  Tranquilino  Almads,  with  two 
bnndred  cavalry  armed  with  anbres  and  muskcte,  and  400  foot  rifles  of  Pimu 
and  Yaqais,  and  COO  Jara  Indiana  of  Yaquis  and  Mayoe,  appeared  on  Crocecito 
hill,  and  threatened  the  town,  garriaoned  by  130  cavalry  and  350  infantry,  in- 
cluding my  command.  We  instantly  marched  out  to  meet  them  at  Aaron, 
where  they  bad  baited.  Finding  they  were  trying  to  snrround  the  town,  the 
commander  divided  us  into  three  columns. 

The  enthusiasm  of  our  soldiers  amounted  to  frenzy,  and  in  one  hour  of  fierce 
combat  a  most  glorious  day  was  gained  for  the  country.  The  enetny,  frigh> 
ened  by  the  fury  of  our  brave  republicana,  cowardly  fled  in  every  direction, 
leaving  fourteen  loads  of  ammunition,  aisty-seven  fire-arms,  most  of  them  fine 
French  rifles,  a  few  horses  and  lances,  &c.  We  also  found  scattered  arms  and 
ammunition  in  the  tenta,  that  have  not  vet  been  removed,  and  the  correspond- 
ence of  the  traitor  Almada,  who  escaped  with  his  sons  and  six  officers  over  tbe 
bills.  They  were  pursued  by  our  men,  guided  by  one  of  Almada's  deserten, 
and  it  is  hoped  he  may  be  overtaken. 

^ixty-seven  killed  of  the  enemy  have  been  found  on  the  battle-field,  and  thir- 
teen out  of  twenty-one  prisoners  were  sboL  On  our  side,  we  regret  the  death 
of  two  of  our  cavalry,  and  nine  men  wounded,  two  of  the  Matamoraa  seciion. 
This  explains  the  dread  of  the  enemy  for  our  soldiers. 

All  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  men  engaged  in  this  action  behaved  gallantly,  and 
merit  commendation  ;  but  I  will  confine  myself  to  my  own  command,  and  say  I 
am  satisfied  with  all  my  officers  and  men,  but  particularly  with  citizens  Edward 
Valenzuela,  Martin  Salido,  Vicente  8.  Ampudia,  and  Jesus  and  Juan  Salido, 
who  came  to  us  in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  and  conducted  themselves  with 
exceeding  bravery. 

Please  accept  my  congratulations,  and  felicitate  the  governor  of  the  State 
on  this  tnumpb  of  tlie  national  arms  over  traitors,  and  commend  the  patriots  of 
the  canton  for  the  part  tfaey  took  in  the  engagement. 

Independence  and  lil>erty!     Alamos,  September  S.  1866. 

JOS£  M.  BARBEITIA. 

The  Civil  Chief  ^  the  Canton  of  Matamora*. 

GuAZAPARBS,  September  6,  1866. 

A  true  copy: 

JOS£  H.  ZEA. 

[Endoiure  No.  7.] 
GOVBRNMKNT  AND  MILITABV  COMMANDANCV  OP  THB  5TATB  OF  SONOKA. 

General  A.  Martinez,  major  general  of  tbe  united  brigades,  communicated  to 
me  yesterday,  the  following  report; 

Ensign  Epifanio  Casanova,  chief  of  our  explorers,  arrived  at  Rayon  on  tbe 
Sd  instani,  with  the  news  that  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  numbering  fifty, 
bad  fallen  upon  us  at  Noria  de  Aquilar,  killing  two  out  of  the  ten  men  then. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Nicolas  Gonzales  was  instantly  sent  out  with  cavalry  in 
pursuit,  joined  by  Santiago  Valle. 

On  the  3d  Nicolas  Gonzales  bad  a  skirmish  with  tbe  enemy  that  seemed  to 
be  going  to  Bayon.  We  instantly  sallied  out  to  meet  him.  He  took  tbe  strong 
position  at  Huerta,  and  we  encamped  on  a  neighboring  hill.  Our  cavalry  soon 
joined  us,  leaving  Captain  Casildo  Manjarrez  to  watch  tbe  eaony  two  niles 
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The  Topic  lancers,  under  Captain  Severiano  Sancbez,  came  up  tbe  next  day 
with  twentr  men  to  vatch  the  enemy.  Ab  oar  forces  were  not  acquainted  witli 
tbe  gronnd,  tbe  enemy  intercepted  the  commnnicatiun  with  ns;  but,  after  a 
diglit  skirmish,  tbey  got  back  safely  to  our  camp. 

The  enemy  was  stiTl  at  Hnerta  on  tbe  4th,  and  to  dislodge  him  we  came  to 
this  place.  Before  arriving  at  Noria  we  caught  an  enemy's  pcout,  who  told  ua 
his  force  was  of  1,000  men  of  all  arms,  and  tour  pieces  of  light  artillery,  com- 
maoded  by  the  traitor  Tanori.  On  tbe  way  we  bad  notice  ^at  General  Jesns 
G.  Morales  was  about  to  join  us  with  a  small  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry. 

At  Noria  de  Gandara  we  came  up  with  the  Sooora  cavalry,  under  Jos^  Pee- 
qniera.  Before  reaching  Bajadero  three  of  the  enemy's  spies  were  captnredt 
wbo  told  us  that  Langbei^  had  just  passed,  with  an  escort  of  only  fifteen  men, 
gdiae  to  join  Tanori,  lie  was  pursued,  but  not  taken.  We  halted  a  while  at 
the  fisjadero,  and  then  went  on  to  Guadalupe>  to  make  it  the  base  of  our  opera- 
tions. The  western  brigades  crossed  the  river  at  the  ford  to  skirmish  with  the 
enemy;  and  ibe  Sonoia  brigade,  under  Antonio  Bincou,  remained  to  wait  for 
General  Jesus  G.  Morales.  We  had  hardly  ^t  to  Santa  Rita  when  Colonel 
DavaloB  informed  us  that  Rincou  told  him  the  enemy,  under  Langberg  and  Ta- 
nori, had  fallen  upon  him,  and  he  waa  retreating.  We  soon  heard  the  report  of 
fire-irms,  and  tbe  enemy  soon  made  his  appearance  on  an  eminence  in  front  of 
Santa  Rita,  his  sharpshooters  pursuing  our  cavalry.  To  protect  our  baggage  I 
bad  it  gathered  on  Santa  Rita  hill,  and  guarded  by  Colonel  Miguel  Silva.  We 
tben  began  our  retreat  in  order,  though  much  harassed  by  the  enemy  attacking 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  determined  to  risk  a  battle,  and  I  sent  Colonel 
Davalos  with  his  Sonera  defenders  and  hunters  to  secure  a  retreat.  In  our  re- 
treat two  of  onr  wagons  stuck  in  the  mud  and  could  not  be  got  out,  and  a 
woanded  man  in  one  of  them  was  killed  by  the  enemy.  This  incident  made 
the  traitors  think  our  forces  demoralized  and  in  full  retreat. 

The  Soniira  cavalry  of  Joel;  Fcsqniera  was  not  in  the  action,  becaose  it  was 
called  off  on  other  duty. 

Tbe  western  cavaiiy  brigade  came  upon  the  town  by  the  Paso  de  Agnilar, 
and  went  on  to  Gnadatupe,  where  the  roar  of  cannon  indicated  the  battle  that 
ru  going  on.  The  eucmy  was  attacking  the  hunters,  who  defended  themselves 
bravely.  The  fint  Sonora  battalion,  under  Prospero  Salazar,  formed  on  our 
right  to  protect  our  flank  passage.  All  this  was  done  while  the  battle  was  going 
on.  The  enemy  began  by  charging  our  right  flank,  and  was  beaten  back  to  hid 
original  position  by  the  Soimra  battalion.  We  were  now  opportunely  re-enfoiced 
by  ihe  second  Sonora  battalion,  under  Tiburcio  Otero.  I  ordered  the  hunters 
(0  attack  two  pieces  of  artillery  of  the  enemy.  It  was  done  successfully,  and 
the  enemy  was  repulsed  in  every  direction.  Our  cavalry  charged  his  lef(  Aank 
and  rented  it.  Captain  Fuentee,  with  a  few  men,  took  one  of  the  pieces  of  artil- 
lery and  two  prisonere.  The  other  piece  of  artillery  was  left  on  the  field. 
Langberg,  chief  of  tbe  traitors,  wns  killed  in  the  fight. 

I  tben  headed  the  cavalry  to  prevent  tbe  eucmy  from  finding  refuge  iu  this 
city,  and  was  successful  in  my  attempt. 

'ilie  behavior  of  our  men  was  admirable;  our  artillery  waa  w^ll  managed  aud 
did  good  service.  Tbe  enemy,  of  more  than  1,000  men,  woe  routed  by  ^0  of 
ours,  as  many  of  onr  men  could  not  participate. 

On  the  fifth  we  struck  our  tents  and  took  possessioa  of  Guadalupe,  where  we 
remained  till  the  night  of  the  fourth.  We  had  ten  killed  and  eighteen  wounded. 
The  enemy  had  forty-two  killed  and  many  wounded,  escaping  to  the  mountains. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth,  the  first  and  seeond  Snnora  and  Juarez  battalions, 
with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  under  Colonel  Adolfo  Alcantara,  left  Guadalupe  and 
joined  BOe  the  next  day. 

We  now  determined  to  advance  on  the  city,  where  there  was  a    ^iTUOn  of 
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300  men  under  Teran  y  BarrioB.  Wg  aflerwards  learned  that  Teran,  Arvallof 
and  Tanori,  overcome  by  fear,  had  taken  to  flight;  BO  the  imperialist  band  io 
Sonora  evaporated  like  smoke  from  pure  fright. 

An  onlei'  for  surrender  wna  Bent  in,  without  bnmiliating  cosditiooB,  bnt  was 
refnaed,  nnd  at  on«  o'clock  the  siege  waa  begun. 

General  Jeeus  G.  Moralea  now  cane  up  with  aeventy  men,  and  was  received 
by  shoiita  from  ua.  He  aaid  he  had  ahot  Fioquinto  tiriego,  one  of  the  imperial 
liartisans. 

Tlie  GoDialea  battalion,  under  Salva,  afaanlted  one  of  the  forte,  took  it,  and 
gained  a  piec«  of  artillery.  He  then  marched  on  to  another,  but  was  unfona- 
natcly  killed,  with  Colonel  Rochin.  Captain  Joaquin  Fnentea  was  badly 
wounded,  aa  well  na  the  second  adjutant,  Salvador  Alrorez.  Antonio  Slaneg 
and  Homan  Ruisaucbez  were  killed  at  the  eame  time.  They  were  common 
aoldiera. 

The  next  attack  waa  on  the  fort  called  Ja  Coireccion  by  the  second  Sonofa 
battalion  under  Otero,  and  the  first  under  Colonel  Salaear ;  Colonels  Davaloa 
and  Alcantara  were  to  direct  operations  around  the  place.  At  this  stage  the 
«ncmy  quit  the  Correction  and  tired  as  be  left,  wounding  Major  ,Teaas  Chaves. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  enemy  left  in  complete  confusion.  Those 
defending  tlie  Correccion  were  duuble  traitors,  because  they  left  eighty  men  on 
the  parapet,  and  they  were  captured;  they  also  left  three  piecea  of  artillery, 
their  ammunition,  and  one  hundred  mules.  The  enemy  had  forty  killed,  and 
lost  one  hundred  and  sixty  prisoners.  There  were  four  foreigners  among  the 
killed. 

Tbc  morning  of  the  aixtb  dawned  to  find  no  imperialists  in  the  town.  The 
capture  of  Ures  cost  us  no  great  Ime,  bnt  the  lives  of  some  valuable  men,  mostly 
belonging  to  the  battalion  of  cacadiirea.  I  congratulate  you  on  this  extermina- 
tion of  tJie  so-called  imperial  government  in  this  State. 

I  do  not  mean  to  say  we  are  done,  but  the  hardeat  work  is  over,  and  we  may 
soon  hope  for  a  general  peace  ia  thia  State. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Urea,  September  7,  1866. 

ANGEL  ilARTINEZ. 

The  Gbnerai,  in-Chibp,  Preivnt. 

In  having  the  honor  to  transmit  this  to  your  department,  for  the  infurmalion 
«f  the  President  of  the  republic,  I  mnst  say  the  ofbcers  and  men  of  the  united 
brigades  behaved  gallantly,  nnd  made  themselves  worthy  the  consideration  of 
the  government  of  the  republic  and  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  Sonora.  I 
cannot  particulaiiee  persons,  because  mnny  were  prevented  from  taking  part  in 
the  combat. 

Independence  and  libertyl     Ures,  September  8,  1866. 

I.  PESQUIERA. 
J.  F.  AVILA. 

The  Wab  Depabtmrst,  in  CHi/iuaMua,  Chief  0$eer. 


CEDcloanra  No.  8] 

UBPABTMBNT  OF  8TATB,  BRANCH  OP  WAR  AND  MABINB — SBCTION  PIfiST. 

The  citiaen  President  of  the  republic  has  heard  of  the  operations  commuiii- 
cnled  in  General  Angel  Martinca's  despatch  of  the  7th,  and  sent  to  me  on  the 
8th.  He  ia  pleased  to  hear  of  the  defeat  of  Tanori  and  Langbcrg  and  the 
death  of  the  latter,  as  well  as  of  the  capture  of  the  city.  Tlie  coiidoct  of  the 
chie&,  officers,  and  neo  who  took  part  in  the  action  is  duly  appreciated  by  iha 
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eapreme  magistrate  of  the  natiooi  and  the  importance  of  the  triumph  will  tend 
to  drive  the  traitors  out  of  the  State,  anil,  perhaps,  frighten  them  out  of  the  le- 
public.    Indepeudenr^  and  liberty.    Chibuahoa,  October  5,  1866. 

MEJIA. 
General  Iuxacio  PcsacrBRA,  Goerrmirand  Military  Commander 

oflht  SiaU  of  SoKora,  at  Uret,  (or  vherecer  he  may  lie.) 


[EDclosnre  No.  9] 

MEXICAN    BKPUBLIC — AR.<HY  OF  THK   WEST — ItUARTBRS  OF  THE    OKNKRAI.-IN- 
CHIKF. 

la  order  to  beat  the  garrison  of  Pdloe  PrieloB,  an  ontp<»t  of  Maseatlan,  one 
mile  distant,  a  few  days  ago  I  sent  ridemen  from  the  line  of  Urias  and  Piedra 
to  harass  the  enemj  at  night  in  hia  position,  so  thut,  getting  nsed  to  that  sys- 
tem, he  wonld  become  carelei>B  and  suffer  himself  to  be  surpriued.  For  thai 
Eurpose  I  set  out  from  Unionville,  on  the  tOth,  with  the  lei  and  Sd  infantry 
ri^es,  a  part  of  the  4th,  and  some  of  the  5th  and  6th  caralry. 

The  bad  state  of  the  roads,  cansed  hy  hard  rains,  deranged  the  preconcerted 
combination,  and  I  determined  to  wait  a  day  longer,  covering  ray  plan  by 
ibootiiig  towards  the  town.  At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  sent  a 
colatnn  of  infantry,  under  General  Domingo  Ittibi,  with  tive  pieces  of  mountain 
utiltery  and  ammanition  for  it,  to  wait  us  a  reserve.  T  then  ordered  another 
iobntry  column,  under  Gencrd  Asccncion  Correa,  with  the  cavalry  of  Colonel 
£.  Paira,  to  take  a  position  between  the  port  and  Palos  Prietos.  Another  in- 
fantry column,  under  General  Manuel  Marqucz,  was  commanded  to  attack  the 
fi'Ont  and  right  flank  of  the  enemy  in  his  fortified  position.  All  these  com- 
maads  were  faithfully  execated,  and  the  principal  entrance  of  Pdlos  Prietos 
was  attacked  by  bayonets  in  the  hands  of  the  valiant  soldiers  of  the  above 
aamed  columns. 

The  rough  ground,  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  perfect  knowledge  the 
defenders  had  of  their  position,  allowed  all  not  killed  to  escape.  Over  150 
killed  were  found  upon  the  battle-field.  On  our  side  were  27  killed  and  67 
wounded.  Among  those  killed  was  Commander  Legaspi,  and  other  worthy 
officers,  who  perished  gloriously  mounting  the  enemy's  parapets.  I  will  send 
their  names  and  those  of  the  men  killed,  in  a  separate  paper,  as  soon  as  the 
proper  information  is  obtained. 

1  waited  here  for  the  enemy  till  convinced  he  would  not  come  out,  becanse 
expected  aid  had  not  arrived  ;  and  knowing  the  gunboats  would  open  upon  ns 
u  soon  as  it  was  day,  I  retired  a  short  distance,  leaving  Colonel  Francis  Totentino 
to  watch  the  enemy.  He  would  not  venture  out  of  his  trenches,  but  plied  hia 
Willery  yainly  upon  lis.  Thinking  if  I  retreated  he  wonld  follow  me,  1  ordered 
my  forces  to  quarter  at  Venadillo,  Higiieras,  and  Urias. 

My  Correa  column  was  in  the  rear,  and  70  Africans  attacked  it,  till  100 
Jalisco  cavalry  and  80  liberty  guides  came  up  to  its  aid.  The  former  was  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Simon  Gutierrez,  the  latter  by  Colonel  L.  Pintado.  The 
enemy  fled  before  them,  leaving  17  killed  and  one  commandant  and  17  Arab 
horses  in  our  possession.  On  this  account  we  niay  be  assnred  the  enemy  lost, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  SOO  men,  mostly  French,  without  counting  one  officer 
and  SO  men,  mounted  and  armed,  that  came  over  to  the  republican  aide,  bring- 
ing five  traitors  and  one  French  sutler  as  prisoners,  the  last  of  which  was  shot  by 
them.  The  enemy  is  badly  demoralized  ;  so  much  so  I  think  they  will  evacu- 
ate the  port,  for  they  seem  to  he  making  preparations  now. 

As  the  French  and  traitors  did  not  return  in  force  to  occupy  Paloa  Pnetot,  I 
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ordered  it  to  be  garriaoned  by  aome  troops  from  this  army  corps,  withdrawing 
tiie  rest  to  their  former  poeitions. 

This  I  cAmmnnicate  to  yon  for  the  information  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of 
the  nation. 

Independence  and  liberty.     Vilk  de  Union,  September  14.  186C. 

BAMON  CAKONA. 

The  MiNiSTBB  OP  War  axd  Uabinb,  t'li  ChihuaAtia. 


fEncIotnT*  No.  10.] 

DBPARTMBNT  OF   8TATB,  OPPICB  OF  WAR  AND    MARINE— SECTION  FIRST. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  haa  received,  with  the  greatest  satisfac- 
tion, your  despatch  of  the  14th  to  me,  commiiaicatin°f  the  news  nf  the  gloriom 
victory  of  ttie  I2th,  at  Palo^  Frietos,  one  mile  from  MazRtlan,  killing  over  1.50 
of  the  enemy  dead  on  the  field,  besides  18  cavalry  that  charged  on  the  rear  of 
the  DcgoMftao  battalion,  which  was  retiring  to  its  quarters  at  Venadillo,  Higue- 
rae,  ana  Uriae,  as  yon  ordered,  with  the  hope  of  attacking  the  enemy  again  in 
the  same  fort,  if  he  came  back ;  but  seeing  that  he  did  not,  on  the  other  hand, 
concentrating  along  the  line  of  the  port,  you  ordered  the  troops  of  this  army 
corps  to  occupy  the  fort  permanently,  and  the  rest  to  retire  to  their  former  posi- 
tions. 

Independence  and  liberty.     Chihaahna,  October  8,  1866. 

MEJIA. 

To  General  Ramo\  Corona, 

Chief  of  the  WaUm  Army  Corpt,  at  Villa  de  Union. 


[EDCloatue  No.  11.] 

Hazatlan,  Mssico,  Seplember  19,  IS66. 

Since  my  last,  matters  in  Sinaloa  have  been  much  the  same  as  at  my  previ- 
ous datef.  Corona  annoying  the  French  in  every  way  possible.  From  his  bat- 
teries on  Holdemess  island  he  easily  threw  shells  into  the  town,  which  have 
done  some  little  damage.  To  drive  him  from  the  Garita,  the  French  troops 
were  sent  to  occupy  Polos  Frietas,  and  Corona  fell  back  to  the  Presidio  On 
the  llth  instant,  however,  the  Mexicans  surrounded  the  imperialists,  drove 
them  from  their  garrison,  captured  two  guns,  and  held  the  works  until  the 
French  were  re-enforced  from  this  city. 

In  this  battle,  the  most  severe  engagement  they  have  yet  had,  the  French 
lost  150  killed  and  wounded;  the  imperial  Mexicans  admit  their  loss  to  be  300; 
and  it  is  said  that  Corona  lost  2d0.  After  being  so  roughly  handled,  Palos 
Frietas  was  evacuated  by  the  French,  who  retired  to  their  fortifica^ou  ml  Ma- 
aatlan. 

The  Continental  arrived  to-day  from  Gnaymas,  bringing  some  important 
news  from  Son<ira,  which  I  give  as  I  had  it  from  a  passenger : 

OCCUPATI0.\   OF    HBRMOSILLO. 

General  Pesqniem  occupied  Hermosillo  nbout  the  middle  of  August,  where 
he  was  euthnsiasti colly  received.  Colonel  Fisticr,  commanding  the  French  at 
Guaymas,  left  that  city  with  his  entire  force  on  the  I8th  ultimo,  to  join  Lan- 
berg  and  Tanori,  and  drive  PcBqniern  from  Hurmosillo.  The  heat  was  intense, 
and  be  lost  several  men  by  sun-stroke  during  the  marcli.  On  his  arrival  at 
Hermosillo,  on  the  24tli,  he  foand  that  I'es^aicra  had  left  the  day  previous. 
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with  many  iragoDS  l«aded  with  aapplies,  &c.  Lanberg  and  Tanori  did  not 
enre  lo  aet  in  concert  wilb  the  FrencQ,  thinking  the  liberals  were  too  strong  to 
admit  of  an  attack.  The  entire  failure  of  the  expedition  from  Gnaymas,  the 
Ion  of  his  men,  and  care  and  anxiety  bad  ao  depressed  Colonel  Fistier  that  he 

fut  a  pistol  ball  through  big  head  to  end  his  misery  and  disgrace.  Colonel 
'i»tier  had  been  for  some  time  in  command  of  the  French  troops  at  Ouaymaa, 
ind  his  gentlenuuly  condoct  and  conciliatory  bearing  had  won  him  the  esteem 
of  BTery  one. 

LIBEBAL  SUCCESS BS.— CAPTURE  OF   URB8. 

Abont  the  first  of  the  month,  General  Martinez,  of  the  liberal  forces,  marched 
to  attack  Ures,  which  was  defended  by  Generals  Lanberg  and  Tanori,  the 
Yaqni  Indians,  who  have  of  late  been  so  enccessful  in  their  titles. 

The  principal  fight  took  place  on  the  4th  instant,  at  Guadalnupe,  a  small 
town  some  eight  leagues  from  Ures.  It  was  very  severely  contested,  but  ended 
in  the  utter  defeat  and  rout  of  the  imperialists.  Lnnbei^  was  killed,  and  Ta- 
nori escaped  to  Guaymaa,  where  be  arrived  on  [he  10th,  with  about  half  a  dozen 
men.  It  is  said  that  when  the  death  of  Lanberg  was  reported  to  Martinez  he 
discredited  it,  whereupon  a  Mexican  soon  rode  up,  dragging  the  body  of  the 
nnfortunate  general  with  bis  riata.  The  body  was  afterwards  hung  to  a  tree 
snd  death  threatened  any  person  who  should  cut  it  down.  The  same  day  Mar- 
tinez moved  on  to  Ures,  which  was  garrisoned  by  some  three  hundred  men, 
who,  ignorant  of  the  fight  at  Ouadalonpc,  gave  battle,  and  were  utterly  cut  to 
piHca.    No  quarter  was  given,  and  the  place  was  sacked  by  the  soldiers. 


OF   GUAVMAS. 


On  the  lltfa  instant,  notice  ii 


u  ay  mas 
the  13tb,  and  that  those  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  taken  who  cbose  to  go. 
At  the  same  time,  a  fear^  picture  was  drawn  of  the  destmction  of  life  aud 
property  that  would  ensue  on  the  arrival  of  the  liberals. 

Many  of  the  poor  people  fled  the  place,  and  all  of  tbe  French  merchants 
took  refuge  on  board  the  sbipB-uf-war.  On  the  13th,  the  transport  Rhin  and 
■uQthcr  veasel  sailed,  crowded  with  troops  and  passengers.  Before  leaving, 
boirever,  the  French  filled  several  boats  with  arms  and  ammnnition  for  the- 
Taqui  Indiana,  telling  them  that  atler  their  departure  the  city  would  be  at  tbeir 
(the  Yaqui's)  mercy,  and  that  there  was  plenty  of  booty  in  it  for  them.  The 
utmost  consternation  prevailed  when  tbe  dastardly  act  was  known  in  tbe  city.. 
The  Americans  placed  themselves  under  the  orders  of  Consul  Conner,  a  home* 
guard  was  organized,  and  every  precaution  taken  against  surprise. 

The  house  of  the  consul  was  crowded  with  people  seeking  protection,  and 
his  warerooms  were  filled  with  merchandise  and  personal  effects.  On  the  even- 
ing of  the  I4th  instant  the  city  was  illuminated,  and  on  the  morning  of  the- 
1''>th  nearly  half  the  bouses  were  decorated  with  American  flags.  That  same- 
day,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  General  Martinez  entered  tbe  city  with  a 
small  body  of  cavalry — the  greater  portion  of  his  force  baring  bet'n  sent  to- 
clean  out  the  Yaqui  Indies.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  took  formal  poeaession 
of  the  Plaza,  and  issued  a  proclamation  guaranteeing  protection  in  their  per- 
mng  and  property  to  all  who  remained  quietly  at  home,  and  denouncing  in 
Hrong  terms  tbe  misrepresentations  made  by  tbe  French  on  their  departure. 
Wonderful  to  relate,  an  American  man-of-war  was  in  tbe  harbor — tbe  Sarauac' 
having  that  morning  arrived.  When  people  were  told  of  it,  tfaey  wonld  not 
credit  it.  "Tell  us,"  said  they,  "that  a  man-of-war  is  here  to  protect  us!'" 
But  really,  is  it  not  strange,  that  with  all  the  American  interest  at  stake  in  So- 
Doia  and  Sinaloa,  and  Lower  California,  we  have  had  no  vessels  here  to  look 
18  MUX  ,CaK)<^Ic 
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oat  for  na  T  There  are  enough  on  tlie  coset,  but  the  commandere  find  Paiiank 
and  Acapuico,  where  they  can  get  New  York  and  San  FranciBco  papere  three 
times  a  month,  in  more  need  of  tlieir  presence  than  we  are.     "Tbal'a  wbai'g 


BVACUATION  OF  OUAYMAS. 
[Enclosare  No.  13.] 

Mazatlan,  September  21,  18G6. 
In  giving  yon  the  news  from  this  place  I  can  only  mention  one  or  two  occnr- 
rencea  that  I  conld  flatter  myeelf  would,  in  the  least  degree,' intereet  your 
numorouB  readers.  First  and  most  important  is  the  evacuation  of  Guaytnas  by 
the  French  and  imperial  forces,  which  tonk  place  ou  the  I2th  instant,  and  the 
place  was  immediately  occupied  by  the  liberal  forses. 

cohona's  movembnts. 

Next  on  the  tapis  comes  the  attack  of  Corona  on  the  advanced  positions  of 
this  place  which  took  place  on  the  night  of  the  1  Ith  or  moining  of  the  13th. 
at  2J  a.  ro.,  by  Corona  advancing  at  the  head  of  four  thousand  men  to  within  a 
iitiarter  of  a  mile  of  Fiilos  Prietas  (a  fortified  palieade,  about  two  miles  from 
the  Plaza,)  and,  under  ciiver  of  the  darkness,  throwing  about  seven  handred 
men,  under  command  of  Colonels  Grenados  and  Martinez,  in  the  r<?ar  of  ibe 
fort,  thereby  cutting  off  communication  with  the  town,  and  at  three  o'clock  a.  m. 
a  simnitaneons  attack  was  made  on  tbe  rear,  side  and  front  of  the  south  wing  of 
the  position,  which,  after  three  charges,  was  entered  from  the  rear,  Grenada 
taking  one  piece  of  artillery  and  gaining  possession  of  the  imperial  magazine. 

At  this  critical  moment  for  the  email  garrison,  (commanded  by  Captain 
Delatask  and  composed  of  one  bnndred  and  eighty  French  and  Mexican 
troops,)  Captain  Uelataek  called  for  volunteers  to  retake  tbe  piece,  when  lieu- 
tenant Maire  of  the  sixty-second  French  regiment,  at  the  head  of  forty  men, 
advanced  to  the  charge  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  succeeded  in  reachini; 
the  cannon  and  cutting  down  those  loading  i[,  but  be  encountered  ao  deadly  a 
fire  from  all  sides  that  be  was  compelled  to  retire ;  but  as  it  was  life  or  death  to 
the  garrison,  he  again  rallied,  and,  at  (he  head  of  twenty-five  men,  succeeded 
this  time  in  taking  the  piece  and  turning  it  on  tbe  enemy,  when  two  companies 
from  the  north  side  being  ordered  to  en-enforce  him,  they  succeeded  in  clearing 
tbe  works  and  steadily  maintained  their  position,  and  keeping  up  a  rapid  dis- 
charge of  musketry  until  re- enforcements  under  Commander  Kobiero  reached 
thetn  from  tbe  city,  (who  had  to  fight  their  way  to  the  place  through  tbe  liberal 
forces  there  stationed,  and  did  not  reach  their  hotly  pressed  comrades  until  after 
four  o'clock  a.  m.,)  when  tbe  garrison  continued  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check 
until  the  battalion  of  Cazador(;s  and  cavalry  arrived  and  a  general  advance  wad 
made,  driving  the  liberals  back,  and  at  ten  o'clock  all  was  over  save  random 
ehooting. 

The  utmost  bravery  is  said  to  have  been  exhibited  by  both  sides.  Captain 
Celatask  is  highly  spoken  of  for  hie  coolness  and  bravery  during  so  trying  a 
time,  keeping  back  by  a  handful  of  determiiied  soldiers  such  a  superior  force. 
Lieutenant  Maii'c  is  now  enjoying  the  praise  of  all  for  his  daring  feats  in  facing 
almost  certain  death  for  the  preservation  of  the  garrison.  Colonel  Grenade*, 
of  tbe  attacking  party,  is  said  to  have  had  three  horses  and  a  mule  killed  under 
him,  and  several  bullets  pierced  his  clothing  and  beard,  but  be  received  no 
wound — a  strange  occurrence,  as  it  is  said  of  bim  be  never  was  in  a  battle  before 
withont  receiving  from  one  to  a  half  a  dozen.  In  the  advance  of  the  imperiul 
troops  in  the  morning,  the  chasseurs  d'Afriqne,  with  their  fine  Arabians,  were 
drawn  into  an  ambuscade  and  were  roughly  handled,  losing  some  very  ralnabla 
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bonea  and  a  good  many  men.     Alonzo  Ridley,  an  American,  received  a  com- 
mission as  captain  in  the  imperial  service,  on  the  fidd  of  battle. 

AFTER  THB   BATTLE. 

The  Bight  wiich  met  the  eye  of  tie  beholder  after  the  fight  was  horrible 
bej'oad  deiicriptiun,  most  of  th^  dead  having  been  killed  by  the  bayonet,  sword, 
or  machetaa  of  the  contending  parties,  and  gave  evidence  with  what  desperation 
the  defence  bad  been  made,  when  only  massacre  stared  them  in  the  face. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

News  from  Gaaymaa  gives  accoant  of  the  killing  of  General  Langberg  of 
the  imperial  army. 

City  of  Mexico  papers  annonnce  the  death  of  Frank  Uullen,  (an  ex-officer 
of  the  confederate  army,  and  since  in  command  of  Contra  Guerrillas  with 
iiejis.)  at  Cordova,  of  fever. 

Many  are  looking  forward  to  the  evacuation  of  this  place  by  the  imperialists, 
Init  considerable  doubt  is  expressed  as  to  it  since  the  news  of  President  John- 
eod's  proclamation  in  regard  to  blockading,  and  it  is  now  tbougbt  by  many  that 
it  will  be  held  until  the  final  evacnation  of  the  country  by  the  French. 

[Enclosure  No.  13,] 

Consulate  of  the  TJxited  States, 

Guaymai,  Sepfemher  11,  1866. 
8ll :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  evacuation  of  this  port  and  the 
Slate  of  Sonora  by  the  French  squadron  and  land  forces  will  take  place  on  the 
14th  instant.  I  have  been  officially  informed  of  this  fact  by  the  admiral  in 
command.  The  preparations  for  embarcation  which  have  been  going  on  for  a 
few  days,  and  the  fact  of  the  withdrawal  of  these  forces,  have  created  a  panic 
•mong  the  population,  both  rative  and  foreign,  and,  in  consequence,  the  steamer 
"tich  leaves  on  the  13th  for  Mazatlan  and  San  Francisco  will  be  crowded  be- 
yond her  capacity.  The  French  portion  of  the  community,  and  Mexicans 
»ho  have  been  compromised,  or  who  have  given  support  to  the  empire,  are 
making  every  exertion  to  escape  the  almost  certain  retribution  which  awaits 
them  at  the  hands  of  the  incoming  liberals.  The  merchants  and  reopectabla 
families  not  compromised  in  these  political  difficulties,  apprehending  danger  fiom 
the  lower  classes  during  the  interim  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  troops  and 
the  entering  of  the  liberal  forces  have  sought  the  protection  of  this  consulate, 
M  no  one  here  appeared  to  be  able  to  snggest  or  move  in  a  plan  to  protect  the 
place  from  rapine  or  murder.  I  informed  the  admiral  and  the  commander  of  the  ; 
place  that  I  would  communicate  the  fact  and  the  time  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
iroops  to  General  Pesqniera,  chief  of  the  liberal  forces  of  the  Slate,  in  order  that 
he  might  be  reudy  to  take  possession  immediately,  and  thereby  guarantee  order 
and  security.  '  With  the  approval  of  these  ofiicera  I  have  despatched  a  messen- 
ger to  General  Pe?quicra  with  this  information  and  with  an  appeal  to  his  gener- 
osity in  behalf  of  those  who  are  thrf  atened  with  ruin,  and  who  are  now  preparing 
to  flee  the  country,  I  trust  his  answer  will  be  conciliatory  and  humajie.  The 
knowledge  of  the  fact  of  my  having  communicated  with  Pesquiera  has  restored 
qoiet  to  the  place,  and  many  hope  yet  to  be  able  to  remain  in  their  homes.  The 
'teamer  for  San  Francisco  will  leave  on  the  13th,  when  I  may  be  able  to  report 
the  city  quiet  again  in  the  possession  of  the  officers  of  the  constitutional  gov- 
«rament. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  CONNER. 
Hon.  William  H,  Seward, 

SKretary  of  Stale,  WaiMngton  City,  D.  C.  KIqIc 
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Mr,  Seward  to  Sfnor  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  8taT8, 

Waikin^ton,  December  8,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commnnication  of 
the  S5th  ultimo,  containing  certain  docUmente  regarding  the  late  militarv  opera- 
tions in  the  western  military  divieion  of  the  Mexican  repoblic,  for  wbieh  be 
pleased  to  accept  mj  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  tbis  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  assarances  of  my  most 
diatingoished  consideration. 


Sefior  Don  K.  Bombro,  Ifc.,  tfc.,  ifc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


No.  4. 

MILITARY  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  CENTRAL  DIVISION. 
Lilt  of  Papert. 

92.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) April  34,  I8G6. 

93.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  7,  1866. 

94.  Mr.  Romero  to  Hr.  Seward,  (with  three  enclosures) Aug.  23,1866. 

96.  Mr.  Hunter. to  Mr.  Romero Aug.  28,  1866. 

96.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enelosnre) Sept.  21,  18G6. 

97.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Eomero Sept.  24,  1866. 


Sehor  Romero  to  Mr.  teaard. 
[Tnoilatioii.] 
Mexican  Lbqation  to  thb  United  States  op  America, 

Wathinglon,  April  24,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  uf 
the  government  of  the  United  Statee,acopyof  a  letter  from  General  N.  Regales, 
chief  of  the  army  of  the  centre,  dated  March  7,  in  CJroapam,  and  addressed  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  showing  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
line  of  bis  command,  and  giving  some  details  in  relation  to  his  last  iroportaDl 
victory  over  the  interventionists  at  Magdalen  Heights,  in  the  State  of  Michoacan. 
I  am  pleased  to  have  this  opportunity  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
BSSOTancee  of  my  most  diatinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ifc.,  Ifc.,  Ifc, 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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[Enclosure,'! 

tJnvAPAM,  March  7,  1866. 

Sir:  By  TirlaeofiDStnictioiisfrom  the  government,  tlirough  its  commiseioner, 
Don  Pablo  Hart,  I  iras  appointed  cliief  of  the  republican  army  of  the  centre  on 
the  £7th  day  of  last  Febniaiy.  Feeling  mjeelf  unqualified  to  fill  the  position 
in  which  I  had  been  placed,  witboot  deserving  it,  I  accepted  it,  only  to  do  my 
doty  to  the  eapreme  government 

Hy  first  efibrta  will  be  to  oi^aniie  forces  and  regvlate  taxes,  believing  these 
to  be  my  moat  important  duties  at  first,  because  the  want  of  anna  ie  general  in 
the  State,  and,  in  fact,  all  mnnitione  of  war  are  scarce.  I  believe  the  task  will 
be  bard;  but  I  am  determined  to  begin  with  the  towns  in  Goanojuato,  and  in 
the  first  and  second  districts  of  Mexico;  and  for  that  ptirpose  I  have  applied  to 
maay  friends  in  those  places  who  have  always  been  faithfal  to  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty. I  have  urged  them  to  help  us,  and  I  think  they  will,  for  the  greatest 
crime  a  republican  can  commit  is  to  kneel  to  a  feeble  tyrant,  so  easy  to  be  over- 
lamed;  and  I  told  them  so.  The  invitation  I  made  them  involves  a  kind  of 
iceosation,  but  they  are  good  patriots. 

I  am  sure  that  while  the  enemy's  attention  is  attracted  to  places  already  in 
insttrrection,  I  will  he  able  to  hoist  the  standard  of  liberty  in  my  district,  and 
miiiitain  a.  defensive  till  other  States  can  organise  to  aid  me. 

The  people  of  Michoacan  have  suffered  immensely;  they  have  not  ceased  to 
E'ht  the  invader  since  he  first  desecrated  their  soil,  using  every  lawful  means. 
This  shows  they  are  not  wanting  in  patriotism,  even  in  their  greatest  troubles, 
and,  with  a  little  aid,  they  would  soon  replant  the  banner  of  liberty  in  the  heroic 
laad.  If  the  government  will  furnish  them  with  arms  and  pecuniary  resources, 
ihig  will  be  accomplished  in  less  than  two  months,  I  can  assure  you. 

On  the  20th  of  February  last  my  first  division  and  part  of  the  second  had  an 
encounter  with  the  column  of  the  traitor  Ramon  Mendea,  of  2,500  men.  The 
fi»lit  occurred  on  the  Magdalen  Heights,  near  thU  city.  Our  force  was  1,500 
men,  poorly  armed  and  equipped,  and  without  artillery;  while  the  enemy  had 
all  the  conveniences  of  warfare.  They  lost  one  cannoo,  all  their  antmunition, 
baggage,  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  half  of  their  forces.  Our  loss  also  was 
eoasiderable.  I  am  now  bunting  our  scattered  men  and  picking  op  the  arms, 
ice.,  left  by  the  enemy.  They  took  a  few  priennera  from  us,  hut  we  captured 
>  large  number  of  their  infantry,  with  good  muskets  and  bayonets. 

On  the  23d  of  April  last  I  applied  to  the  government  for  honorary  decora- 
tions for  my  brave  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers,  who  took  tiie  town  of  Godallos, 
defended  by  350  Belgians  and  50  traitors.  It  was  not  simply  on  account  of 
tlie  (act  of  taking  the  place  that  I  asked  the  reward  of  honor,  but  on  accou'^t  of 
the  peculiar  circnmstances  under  which  it  was  done.  From  the  8tb  of  April  to 
the  llih  my  forces  marched  sixty  leagues  to  assault  Codallos,  at  sis  o'clock  in 
the  morning  of  that  day.  We  fought  six  hours  and  exhausted  all  the  amma- 
nition;  not  a  cartridge  was  lefl;  but  my  braves  charged  bayonet,  and  gained  a 
dimplete  victory.  The  chiefs  and  oEGcers  who  fell  on  that  day  deserve  the 
■tiention  of  the  government,  and  I  will  send  a  list  of  their  names  to  the  proper 
department  that  they  may  be  remembered. 

If  the  government  is  pleased  to  accord  to  my  soldiers  the  reward  I  ask,  I 
hope  you  will  communicate  its  orders  to  me,  and  accept  my  sincere  gratitude, 
with  protests  of  respect  and  consideration. 

N.  DE  EEGULES. 

Senor  Do\  Be.vito  Juabez, 

Frttidenl  of  the  United  SttUet  of  Mexico. 

"Washinoton,  AprU  24,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

I6N0.  MABISGAL,  Sa^lary.   . 
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Mr.  Seuiard  to  SeHor  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statu, 
WoiAingtoH.  July  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yam  communicRtioa  of  the  2ilh 
of  April  last,  in  which  you  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  goveromenl  of 
the  if niied  Swtea  copy  of  a  letter  addresBeil  to  the  Pre«idenl  of  the  republic  of 
Mexico  by  Genenil  N.  Regnlea,  commanding  the  army  of  the  centre,  with  re- 
gard to  certain  military  affairs  in  his  command,  and  to  beg  of  yon  to  accept  my 
thanks  for  the  information. 

I  embrace  thia  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  asBnrancea  of  my  most  dis- 


tiugnisbed  consider 

SeSor  Don  M.  Romebo,  tfc.,  ifc.,  Ifc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 


SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seaard. 
[Translation.] 
Mbsican  Lbgation  in  tub  Umtbd  States  op  Ambkica, 

WathingtM,  Augtut  S3,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  the  informstioa 
of  the  goveniment  of  the  United  States,  copies  of  two  letters  I  receiTed  to-day 
from  General  Nicolas  de  Regules,  chief  of  the  central  army  of  the  republic, 
dated  in  San  Antonio  de  las  Huertns,  the  16th  of  May  last  and  the  7th  of  June 
following,  which  show  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  centrsi  military  division  com- 
maoiled  by  General  Rcgules,  who  has  commanded  that  line,  and  specially  the 
condition  of  things  in  the  State  of  Michoacan. 

I  aJEO  enclose  yon  copies  of  portions  of  a  letter  from  General  Jnan  Alvarra, 
chief  of  the  army  of  the  south,  dated  in  Providencia,  State  of  Guerrero,  the  29ih 
of  Jnne  last,  containing  some  news  from  the  army  of  the  centre. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  aasurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Eon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  ^c,  Sft. 


rEnclosnre  Vo.  1.] 

San  Antonio  db  las  Hubrtas, 
May  16,  18G6. 
Dear  Sir  ;  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  3d  of  last  month  from  this  place,  acknoir- 
ledging  the  receipt  of  your  despatches,  and  informing  you  of  the  condition  of  (li« 
army  nndcr  my  command,  so  that  you  might  use  your  influence  to  induce  the 
government  of  the  republic  to  give  me  the  aid  necessary  to  carry  out  my  plan^- 
As  important  events  have  occurred  in  Michoacan  since  I  wrote  you,  I  will 
proceed  to  give  you  an  account  of  them,  hoping  you  will  appreciate  Uiem  prop- 
erly, and  do  your  best  to  have  the  supplies  I  need  so  much  setit  to  mc. 


CONDITION   OF   APFAIB8  IN  UBXIOO.  279 

As  the  imperialiatB  knew  they  would  have  a  powerful  enemy  to  their  organi- 
latioD  08  long  as  the  arniy  of  the  centre  was  permitted  to  cziet,  though  reduced 
to  a  ekeletoQ,  determined  to  destroy  it  at  all  hazards;  they,  therefore,  eent  an 
eipeditioQ  of  six  thousand  men  flgainat  our  seven  hundred  naked,  ill-armed,  and 
■anering  soldiers.  They  came  to  the  attack  in  three  columns,  perfectly  organ- 
ized ;  the  plan  of  their  campaign  could  not  be  better,  for  they  could  force  me  to 
figbt  and  destroy  me,  or  compel  me  to  fall  back  upon  the  State  of  Gruerrero,  with 
my  ragged,  starving,  needy  soldiers,  where  they  would  certainly  perish  of  famine, 
as  that  country  is  entirely  destitute  of  supplies. 

But  the  expedition  failed,  because  the  two  columns  of  four  thousand  French 
had  to  go  into  the  interior  of  the  republic  on  account  of  defeats  in  the  borders  of 
the  States  of  Jalisco  and  Guanajuata.  Thus  deserted,  the  traitors  abandoned 
the  towns  they  had  occupied,  and  concentrated  on  a  line  they  thought  mure  easy 
of  defence. 

My  troops  did  Botsaffer  as  much  as  was  expected,  becAuee  I  left  the  unhealthy 
eitaalioD  where  I  bad  been  camped,  and  moved  to  the  enemy's  rear  with  the 
cavalry,  and  continued  to  annoy  him  till  my  infantry  had  passed  the  Batasa 
river.  I  waa  pleased  to  see  my  men  endure  ell  aorts  of  hardships  patiently,  thua 
showing  how  patriots  can  Buffer. 

So  here  we  are  again,  after  a  march  of  one  hundred  leagues  throngh  a  sickly 
and  destitute  conntry,  and  my  forces  have  increaaed  in  numbers,  thanks  to 
Geoervl  Alvarez,  who  gave  me  arms  for  them  ;  and  my  cavalry  have  improved, 
M  we  are  almost  ready  to  march  upon  the  enemy. 

So  you  will  see,  Mr.  Minister,  I  only  want  arms  and  means  to  place  the  cen- 
tral army  in  a  respectable  condition,  and  I  hope  yon  will  try  to  procure  me  both. 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

N.  DE  REGULES. 

Uinibter  DoN  Matias  Rombro,   WathtMgton. 

Washinoton,  Augutt  22,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

F.  D.  MACIN,  2d  Secretary. 


[EncloBura  No.  3.] 

Sak  Antonio  ub  i.as  Huertas, 

June  7,  1866. 

Drab  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  two  very  acceptable  lettere  of  the  Ist  and  29tb 
of  A[ftil,  which  1  only  received  yesterday,  I  must  inform  you  that  I  received 
your  others,  with  the  official  deepatchca,  in  due  time,  and  answered  them,  and  I 
hope  the  answera  have  reached  you  by  this  time.  I  spoke  of  my  situation  and 
my  wants  with  great  franknea^  in  tnose  letters,  and  begged  yon  to  use  all  yottr 
InQaence  in  procuring  me  aid,  by  writing  to  the  government  to  give  the  neces- 
sary Md  to  the  army  of  the  centre,  particularly  if  the  loan  has  been  effected. 

As  I  told  you,  I  have  continued  to  tabor  without  ce^asing  to  increase  and  or- 
ganize my  forces  in  apite  of  the  great  sc-ircity  of  resources  with  which  I  have  to 
contend,  and  the  want  of  arms  and  ammunition. 

The  imperialists  are  ao  demoralized  at  the  report  of  the  withdrawal  of  the 
French  army,  and  the  certainty  of  no  mora  aid  from  abroad,  tliat  I  have  no 
donht  I  could  vanquish  them ;  but  the  interests  intrusted  to  me  are  ao  sacred  I 
will  not  risk  it  tmlesa  I  have  the  elements  to  insure  success.  If  the  government 
will  scud  me  the  aid  I  have  asked  I  will  atiack  at  once;  but  1  repeat  to  yon 
that,  even  if  I  do  not  get  it,  I  will  not  be  discouraged,  and  will  work  oo  ftuth- 
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fully  and  diligently  ;  and  I  truBt  my  delay  will  not  be  attributed  to  any  other 
causeB  than  tlioee  I  have  mentioned. 

I  hope  you  will  continue  to  favor  me  with  your  letters,  while  I  remain  your 
reBpectful  and  obedient  servant, 

N.  DE  REGULE3. 

Hinieter  Don  Uatias  Rohrbo,  Waikington. 

Washington,  Auguat  32,  1866. 
A  tme  copy : 

F.  D.  MACm, 
Second  Secretary  ofhegation. 


[EncloBDie  No.  3.] 

La  Protidbncia,  June  39,  1866. 
Sir  :  General  Diaz  ban  left  this  place  with  eight  bandred  men  from  thie  state 
for  Cbantla,  a  town  in  the  Btnte  of  Puebla,  occupied  by  a  band  of  traitors.    I 
will  write  ynn  the  reeuU  of  the  expedition  by  the  next  mail. 

General  Jiegules  remniue  at  San  Antonio  de  Iss  Hnertas  reoi|;anizing  and  col- 
lecting eupplies  to  continue  the  campaign  in  Micboacan.     I  enclose  yon  two 
papers  which  he  requested  me  to  send  you. 
I  remain  your  obedient  eervant, 

JUAN  ALVAREZ. 
Mr.  Katias  Rohkro. 

Washington,  AHgu*t22,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

F.  D.  MACIN, 
Second  Secretary  ^  Legation. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Se^or  Romero. 

Dkpartmrnt  of  Stats,  * 
WaihingUM,  Augutt  28,  .1866. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  32d  iuBtant,  containing  copy  of  two  letters  addreeeed  to  you  by  General  Don 
Nicolas  de  Regutes,  and  of  portions  of  letters  addressed  to  you  by  General  Don 
Juan  Alvarez,  on  the  subject  of  the  military  afiaira  of  the  republic  of  Mexico, 
for  which  he  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

1  avail  myself  of  this  occaaion  to  renew  to  you  the  aasurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

W.  HUNTER. 
Seiior  Don  M,  Bombro,  ^.,  Ifc,  ifc. 
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[No.  96.] 

Sefior  Romero  to  3ir.  Seward. 

[TranslalioD.  ] 

MSXICAN    LbGATrON   IN    TUB    UNITED    STATES   OP  AMERICA, 

Wa»ki»gton,  September  21,  18G6. 
Mr.  Secrbtabv  ad  intrrcm  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the 
infanDation  of  the  goverfimcnt  of  the  United  Statep,  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived to-day  from  General  Nicola-*  Regnles,  chief  nf  the  army  of  tlie  centre  of 
ihe  Mexican  republic,  Hated  in  the  city  of  Zitacnarn  the  12ih  of  July  loBt, 
^ving  pariiculara  of  the  state  of  affaire  in  the  part  of  the  country'  occupied  by 
ibe  army  of  the  centre. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  air,  the  assurancea  of  my 
diitingui:>hed  cona id e ration. 

M.  KOMERO. 
Hon.  Fbkdbbick  W.  Seward,  Ifc.,  ^.,  i/e. 


[EacloBDre.] 

ZlTACUABO,  Ju?y  lU,  1866. 

MrrH  Ef^TBRMBD  Sir  :  1  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  docnments, 
T^atiug  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  from  Mexirao  territory,  which  you  had 
the  kindness  Ut  aend  me  with  your  circular  of  the  ^tith  of  April  last. 

Ynu  cannot  imagine  my  satisfaction  at  learning  that  the  United  States  had 
favored  no  wiih  their  protection,  without  any  eolicilniion  on  onr  part,  and  that 
now  we  have  no  fear  of  &  dilficulty  with  that  neij^hboring  nation,  on  that 

I  am  parlicularly  pleased  with  this  act  of  our  government,  because  we  are 
eiempt  from  all  blame  and  must  appear  worthy  before  tlie  world.  1  commend 
vnu  fur  your  participation  in  the  act,  and  heartily  corgratiilatc  you  on  it ;  aud 
1  linpe  y«D  will  make  my  sentiments  in  regaid  to  it  known  to   the  govcrninent. 

As  I  prrsume  you  have  received  my  furmer  letters  and  documen's,  mention- 
in»  my  movements,  I  will  confine  myself  in  ibis  to  the  mout  recent  events  in 
ibe  army  under  my  command. 

I  remained  in  iijan  Antciuio  dc  las  Huertas  more  than  a  month,  organizing  and 
drilling  the  forces  that  form  ibc  bawis  of  the  army  corps  under  my  command  ; 
Lul  as  it  was  very  sickly  there,  and  the  supplies  were  nearly  exhausted.  I  de- 
termined to  make  a  raid  upon  tins  place,  from  the  good  accounts  1  had  of  it.  I 
rffi-cted  this  on  ihc  1st  ini-tant,  without  opposition,  the  enemy  having  evacuated 
it  on  my  apptoach.  and  fallen  hack  to  Anganguco  and  Maravatio. 

As  my  force  and  ammunition  are  not  sufiicit-nt  to  allow  me  to  attack  the  two 
places,  1  remain  here.  The  neighboring  towns  are  armed,  and  are  di-termined 
to  defend  lhems<-lvea,  even  if  I  l<-ave  them.  Cavalry  companies  are  organizing 
in  ifac  districts  of  Tacambaru  and  Ario,  and  are  busy  annoying  the  enemy.  • 

Tlie  district  of  Apalzigan,  once  not  very  friendly,  has  now  arisen  in  ourfuvor. 
This  change  has  be•^n  made  by  the  good  conduct  of  the  new  chief  1  sent  tliere, 
is'isted  by  the  death  of  Julian  Enpinoza,  the  bead  traitor,  who  was  killed  in 
fight  at  I'ancitaro.  • 

I'here  are  more  than  two  hundred  cavalry,  and  one  hundred  infantry  arming 
in  Qniroga;  and,  io  fact,  liiey  are  striving  for  independence  iu  every  part  of  the 
State. 
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I  aho  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  States  of  Jalittco,  GnanNJoato 
and  Toluca  are  daily  increasing  the  number  of  defenders  of  independence.  I 
heard  yesterday  that  a  movement  was  making  against  the  invader  in  Tenon- 
cingo  and  other  placea  under  my  protection,  and  that  some  imperialists  took 
part  in  it.  Encouraged  by  these  proceedings,  I  only  w^t  till  my  forces  are 
organized  and  equipped  to  commence  an  expediiion,  the  result  of  which  I  will 
make  known  to  you,  whenev^  it  occurs. 

From  what  I  have  already  written  yon,  the  trouble  I  have  had  in  organiziu); 
my  forces  must  be  known  to  you ;  and  now  I  only  ask  you  to  do  what  yon  can 
to  aesist  me. 

In  the  mean  time  I  remain  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

N.  DK  EEGULES. 

Minister  Matias  Rombbo. 

Wabhinoton,  Septemia-  21,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


[No.  97.] 

Mr.  Seward  to  Se'hor  Romero. 

Dbfabtmbnt  of  State, 

Waikington,  September  21,  1866. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  21st 
instant,  tranamitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  you  on  the  20ih  from  the 
chief  of  the  army  of  the  centre  of  the  Mexican  republic,  in  nsUtion  to  the  sitna- 
tion  of  affairs  in  the  part  of  the  country  occupied  by  that  army. 

While  thanking  yon  for  the  information  thua  communicated,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  to  tender  to  yon,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  considp- 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Senor  Matias  Bombro,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  ige. 


N«.  S. 

MILITAEY  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  EASTERN  DIVIBION, 
Li*tof  papert. 

OS.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  eight  enclosures) Jnoe  10,  1S66. 

99.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  7.  1866. 

100.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  seven  enclosures) July  J3.  1666. 

101.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July  19,  1666. 

102.  Mr;  Romero  to  Mr.  ,-^eward,  (with  six  enclosures) Oct.  6,  1S66. 

103.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Oct.  12,  1866, 

104.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  five  enclosures) Oct.  21.  1S66. 

105.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romeio Dec.  26,  1966. 

lOG.  Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  eight  enclosures) Nov.  20,  1866. 

107.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Nov.  30,  1866. 
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SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TraiulalioD.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  thb  Unitkd  States  of  Awerica, 

WatMngloH,  June  10,  1866. 
Mr.  Skcbrtary  :  I  bare  the  honor  to  tranemit  to  you,  for  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  copies  of  docnmente  specified  in  the  an- 
nexed tndes,  ehowirjg  the  condition  of  affuirs  at  latest  dates  in  the  oriental  mili- 
taj  diviHion  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

I  accept  the  opportunity  to  repeat  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  asanranceB  of 
my  most  distingatsiied  consideration. 

M.  EOMEBO. 
Hon,  William  E.  Sswaru,  tfc.,  ^.,  ^. 


hdtx  ofdoeumenU  tent  by  the  Mexicait-legaliox  in  Wathington  to  the  Depart- 
mtnt  of  State  of  the  United  Statee,  vnth  the  nMe  of  thU  date,  in  relation  to    . 
oeearencet  on  the  oriental  line. 


Ko. 

Date. 

Addrese. 

Contents. 

I 
2 
3 

* 
5 
6 
7 

1866. 
M.yl6 

IU7I& 

MiijI5 
U>7l& 
M17I5 
M>7lS 

General  Garcia  Co  Mr.  Romero 

General  Garcia  to  the  Preaident 

General  Garcia  to  the  minister  of  war. 

OflDeral  Garcia  to  the  minister  of  war. 
General  Garcia  to  the  minister  of  war. 
General  Garcia  to  the  minUter  of  war. 
General  Garcia  to  the  minister  of _ war. 

forwarded. 

SajiDB  the  iiiio  sontb  of  Vera  Cmz 
was  invaded  on  the  24th  of  March 
last,  and  eiplaining  the  situation 
of  affaire. 

Official  report  of  the  Tjctorf  at  To- 
Dija,  in  the  State  of  Tobasco. 

Official  report  of  the  victorj  of  Say- 

Official  report  of  General  Diaz  on  the 

victory  of  .lanulteiwc. 
News  of  General  Diss's  vie[or7  at 

Futla,  in  the  Slate  of  Oaxaca. 

WiSHIKOTON,  J»M  10,  1866. 


IGNO.  MAEISCAL,  SwreMrj. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

Amatlan,  May  16,  1S66. 
Sir  :  I  received  lately,  after  ranch  delay,  the  duplicate  of  yours  of  the  3d  of 
Janoary  last,  which  now  needs  no  answer,  and  your  acceptable  letter  of  the  9Lh 
of  April  last. 

Our  friend  General  Baranda  must  have  shown  yon  my  letter  of  the  2d  instant, 
reporting  the  state  of  aSairs  hSre,  and  by  the  one  I  send  to-day  for  the  PAsi* 
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dent,  which  yon  will  please  forward  to  him  when  yon  have  read  it,  7011  will  be 
informed  of  tlie  present  condition  of  onr  affaire,  which  is  not  ho  bad  as  night  be. 
1  am  glad  to  hear  that  things  are  gning  on  well  in  your  region. 
Your  most  obedient  and  attentive  servant, 

ALE.IANDRO  GAECIA. 


Don  Matias  Bombbo.  ^.,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 
A  tme  copy : 


Washington,  June,  18C6. 
IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Seerttary. 


[EDclomreNo.  2.] 

Amatlaiv,  May  15,  1866. 

Sir;  tS.y  fears,  so  often  expressed  to  yon,  have  been  realized.  As  yon  will 
see  in  my  official  note  of  to-day  to  tbe  miuisicr  of  war,  this  coast  whs  invaded 
after  tlic  24th  of  Mareh  last,  aad  from  that  time  till  now  I  have  had  to  contend 
with  A  thousand  difficulties  in  its  defence.  I  have  needed  forces  ;  I  have  been 
in  want  of  arms,  becauBC-I  could  get  them  at  no  price  here,  and  our  minister  in 
Waelitngton  could  not  send  me  any,  thongh  often  requested ;  and  so  I  have  not 
been  able  to  escape  from  the  false  position  in  which  I  am  placed. 

Fortunately  the  enemy  has  committed  errors,  and  was  compelled  to  disband 
the  forces  brought  to  Thicotalpam.  Thanks  to  the  patriotism  of  the  inhabitants. 
to  the  bravery  of  my  chiefs  and  soldiers,  to  our  constant  efforts  in  overcomtng 
obslaclcB,  our  present  position  is  not  bad,  and  I  have  good  hopes  that  the  na- 
linna]  arms  will  once  more  triaraph  in  this  line,  if  fortune  does  not  desert  m 
hereafter. 

The  enemy  baa  thfi  advantage  over  ue  in  cannons  and  other  elements  of  wir, 
as  long  as  he  remains  on  a  plain  bounded  by  a  large  river;  but  it  cannot  be  said 
that  his  situation  is  excellent,  because  the  courage  of  our  soldiers  makes  np  for 
want  of  munitions,  and  we  have  absolutely  penned  the  enemy  in  the  town  of 
Ttacotalpam,  where  he  has  to  hidu  in  his  trenches.  All  tbe  inhabitants  bave 
gone  to  the  surrounding  towns  and  villages,  so  the  enemy  has  nob'  idy  to  govern 
there.  All  the  approaches  have  been  cut  off  by  land  or  water ;  and  as  the  warer 
of  the  river  in  front  of  the  town  is  salt,  they  have  to  drink  that  or  the  dirty 
well-water.  Steamnre  cannot  come  down  th*-  river,  for  our  forces  attack  tlitm 
from  the  banks.  We  have  forces  on  tbe  road  from  Tiacotalpam  to  Alvamdn, 
that  fire  on  every  boat  that  passes  on  tbe  river,  so  none  but  war  steamers  can 
now  go  up  or  down.  On  the  banks  t)f  tbe  river  opposite  Tiacotalpam  we  have 
forces  to  annoy  the  enemy  with  cannons  and  rifles  1  and  on  the  west  of  the  town, 
where  our  encampment  is  situated,  we  barrass  tbe  enemy  seriously.  1  assnre 
yon  we  give  him  no  time  to  sleep  or  rest,  and  1  am  told  he  is  becomiug  desperate. 
Mariano  Gamacho  is  at  the  head  of  the  hostile  forces  in  Tiacotalpam,  re^i^ii'ig 
all  these  annoyances.  It  seems  lie  is  determined  to  hold  out  to  the  last  and 
perish  nnd<^r  the  ruins  of  the  city.  It  is  now  rumored  he  will  soon  receive  ordera 
to  withdraw,  and  I  think  he  will  have  to  give  up  at  any  rate,  even  if  the 
rainy  season,  now  beginning,  does  not  compel  us  to  quit  the  low  gronnds  we 
now  occupy. 

Fortunately  on  other  parte  of  the  ine  we  are  doing  well.  Peace  prevails  in 
Tabasco  and  Chiapas  despite  the  reports  of  an  invasion  from  Yucatan.  There 
is  no  probability  of  it  now,  however,  and  you  will  see  by  my  report  of  to-dny 
to  the  minister  of  war  that  out  forces,  on  the  17th  ultimo,  recovered  the  district 
of  Tonala  from  the  imperialists.     You  wilt  also^ee  an  account  of  the  late  vic- 
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tones  of  General  Diaz  and  Pifineroa,  at  JTexteca  and  Sayalpec  ;  theee,     thiuk, 
will  indace  the  evacuation  of  TIacotalpam. 
I  have  DO  time  for  more,  but  remain  youra  truly, 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 
SeGor  Don  Bbnito  Juarbz, 

Prendenl  of  the  Mexican  Repu&lie. 

Washinoton,  June  — ,  1S6S. 
A  tme  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISGAL,  Secretary. 


[Enclwtue  No.  3.] 
MKXICAN  BBPtlBUC — HBADaCARTBBS  OP  THE    BASTBBN  LI.VR. 

On  the  24th  of  iUarch  lagt,  after  many  mmora  of  invasion  in  tUe  line  aouth  of 
Vera  Cruz,  said  to  be  formidable  and  commanded  by  General  Count  Thun,  lour 
large  and  one  small  French  »teamerB  appeared  befored  Tlacotalpam,  and  a  force 
of  iofantry  and  artillery  came  from  Omealca,  the  number  of  which  I  coold  not 
aecertain  at  the  time.  I  have  never  had  eaongb  forces  to  resist  an  invaaton,  and 
h&ve  constantly  been  in  need  of  arms.  This  was  well  known  to  the  government, 
for  I  applied  to  the  President  of  the  republic  frequently,  since  May  of  last  year, 
to  wna  me  arms,  as  I  could  not  get  them  here.  So  fearing  to  be  overpowered 
by  the  enemy,  and  hemmed  in,  as  I  was,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Fapaloapam  by 
fieamers  ana  land  forces,  I  dntermiaed  to  cross  the  river,  which  I  did  on  the 
2-^tb  of  Uarch,  with  all  the  forces  I  liad  scattered  about  Estanguela,  CoBamaloa- 
pam  and  Tlacotalpam.  This  was  fortunate,  as  the  enemy's  laud  forces  reached 
Cosamaloapam  on  the  26th,  and  steamers  began  to  ply  on  the  river  below  Ttaco- 
tilpam ;  and  if  we  had  not  crossed  when  we  did  we  conid  not  have  crossed  after- 

1  formed  a  line  of  defence  on  the  rigbt  bank  of  the  Papaloapam,  from  Cha- 
ealtiangniz  to  Santiago  Tuitia;  one  column  of  infantry  ou  the  right,  and  one  at 
Baa  Nicolas,  as  a  central  point;  another  as  a  reserve  in  Nopakpam,  with  the 
cavalry  in  front,  ready  for  any  movement  of  the  enemy  if  he  should  pursue  me 
in  my  retreat. 

The  forces  of  Aeayncam  and  Itf inatitlan  remained  in  their  cantons,  to  prevent 
an  incnision  of  the  enemy  on  that  side,  and  those  to  the  north  of  this  coast  re- 
mained in  their  positions  to  defend  us  from  a  flunk  movement. 

My  line  of  defence  thus  established,  I  set  to  work,  making  use  of  every 
mode  of  defence.  Fifteen  days  passed  and  the  enemy  did  not  appear.  Learn- 
ing that  he  had  only  1,200  men  in  Tlacotalpam,  and  that  a  number  of  them  had 
been  sent  to  Vera  Cruz,  I  recrossed  the  Papaloapam  and  fixed  my  headquarters 
in  this  town,  extending  my  forces  from  San  Geronimo  to  Cosanialoapam,  and 
L^gan  to  harass  the  enemy,  mw  fortified  in  Tlacotalpam. 

I  next  moved  my  camp  to  a  place  two  leagues  tu  the  west  of  that  city,  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  gunboats  that  might  come  up  the  river  to  bombard  it. 

All  my  forces  are  now  in  this  cump,  except  those  of  Cocinte,  Hinatitlan  and 
Acayucam  ;  and  we  constantly  annoy  them  in  the  town.  Now  the  enemy  ia 
confined  to  the  town  limits. 

I  wish  to  force  an  evacnatton  of  the  place,  without  risking  on  assault,  as  four 
steamers  are  anchored  in  front  of  the  town  to  defend  it. 

Bnt  if  the  rainy  season  comes  on,  and  the  enemy  has  not  left  the  town,  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  attack  it,  as  it  is  the  only  place  the  water  does  not  cover 
daring  ibe  rains  ;  and  as  all  the  inhabitants  have  left,  I  must  retake  it  and  let 
them  return  to  their  homes.  • 


286  cosDmoN  of  apfairs  in  hexico. 

It  ifl  scarcely  oecesMiTy  to  t«ll  you  I  have  not  the  elements  for  a  irar  of  tliia 
kin3,  becaiipB  you  know  it  already  ;  bot  fate  lias  placed  me  here  and  I  mnM  as- 
sume the  respouBibility.  If  I  fail  it  will  not  be  by  my  fault,  for  I  have  naked  aid 
of  the  government  more  than  once.  But  fortune  must  favor  the  patrioliam,  the 
8flf-dcnial,  and  bravery  of  the  loyal  Meiicans  I  have  under  my  command. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Headqaorters  in  Amatinn,  May  15,  1S66. 

ALEJANimO  GARCIA. 

The  MiNlSTKB  OF  War,  at  El  Paio  del  Norte. 

Wa8hinoto\,  Juiit  10,  1866. 
A  true  copy  : 

IGNO,  MAEISCAL,  Setrttary. 


[EncloEure  No.  4.] 
MEXICAN  REPUBLIC — UEADQCAHTER3  OF  THE  EASTERN  LINS. 

Citizen  Mimntrr:  Oh  the  17th  of  )aet  month  the  governor  and  military 
commander  of  the  State  of  Tabasco  wrote  me  as  follows : 

"  It  is  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  garrison  of  Tonata  has  sor- 
renderod  at  discretion  after  an  obstinate  contest,  with  a  guarantee  of  life  and 
liberty.  Unfortunately  the  victory  was  not  gained  without  a  stni^le;  we 
lost  several  men  and  ofGcers.  I  will  report  the  number  of  killed  and  wonnded 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  sscertained.  In  granting  life  and  liberty  to  the  enemy,  I 
think  I  have  acted' in  accordance  with  Mexican  clemency  and  g'enerosity,  bat  if 
there  is  anything  else  against  rae,  I  am  ready  to  repel  the  charges.  I  have  the 
honor  to  rejoice  with  you  over  this  victory,  which  gives  us  an  important  place, 
with  its  artillery,  arms,  manitiotis  and  other  necessaries.  Accept  the  assarance 
of  my  appreciation  and  respect," 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  this  comraauication  for  the  information  of  the 
President  of  the  republic,  felicitating  liim  upon  this  new  honor  to  the  valiant 
sons  of  Tabaaco,  whom  I  have  already  ordered  to  be  thanked,  in  the  name  of 
the  supreme  government,  for  this  brilliant  feat  of  arms. 

Independence  and  liberty!     Amatlan,  May  15,  1866, 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

The  MixiSTKR  OF  War. 


A  true  copy : 


Washinoton,  June  10, 1866. 
IGNO.  MAEISCAL,  Secretary. 


[Enclosure  No,  5.] 
— HBADQUARTBR6  OF  THE  BABTBBN  LINE, 


Citizen  Minister  :  Citizen  General  Luis  P,  Figaeroa  writes  me  from  Say 
eltepec,  April  37,  as  follows : 

"  Long  live  the  republic  !  Twelve  hundred  Anstnans  and  traitors,  with  two 
ibur-pound  rifled  cannons  and  three  twelve-pound  mountain  howitzers,  came 
within  my  lines  as  far  as  Sayaltepecon  the  30th  of  March  last.  After  a  severe 
battle  of  sis  hours  they  were  defeated,  arid  they  retr«attid  to  Tocatlan,  where 
they  were  harassed  by  our  troops  till  re-enforcements  joined  them  with  moni- 
tions. On  the  S3d  they  attacked  us  again,  but  had  to  retreat  with  many  killed) 
wounded,  and  miseing,  as  in  the  battle  of  the  30th.      ^ 
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"  Th«y  retnmed  on  the  SSth,  mnrched  nut  their  beet  tronpe,  and  offered  battle. 
Thej  were  again  repulsed  niter  cannonading  ne  for  five  hours.  On  this  occa- 
tioii,  as  ou  the  others,  their  loss  was  considerable. 

"We  collected  ninety  rifips,  ti'n  nuiskcts,  three  comets ;  sixty  killed,  fifteen 
priiMinera,  and  nine  wounded.     Our  lose  was  slight." 

1  transmit  this  commnnication  to  you  for  the  infonnation  of  the  President  of 
tbc  republic. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Headquarters  in  Amatlan,  May  15.  1S66. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  War,  Pato  id  Korte. 

Washington,  June  10,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL.  Seerelary. 


[Enctoime  No.  6.] 
MRXICAN  REPUBLIC — HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  EASTKUN  LINK, 

Citizen  Mini^fer  :  General  Porfirio  Diaz,  chief  of  thia  line,  under  date  of 
the  30th  of  April  last,  wntea  me  as  follows : 

"I  have  tbe  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  my  arrival  at  Jamiltepec,  the 
enrmy,  to  the  number  of  more  t)ian  seven  hundred  men,  with  two  pieces  of  ar- 
lilli-Ty,  having  heard  of  my  coming,  left  the  place.  I  immediately  ordered  Gen- 
eral Leyva  in  pursuit,  and,  although  he  did  not  succeed  in  overtaking  hira,  he 
follecced  more  than  four  hundred  arms  and  much  ammunition.  I  iileo  ordered 
the  prefect  of  Jamiltepec  to  gather  up  whatever  the  enemy  had  left  along  tbe 

tOid." 

I  tronamit  thia  communication  to  you  for  the  informatiou  of  the  President  of 
tbe  rppnbllc. 
Independence  and  liberty !    Amatlan,  May  15,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 
Tbe  Citizen  Minister  of  War. 

Wasiiinoton,  JuMe  10,  1S66. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


[Encloaure  No.  7.] 
MBXICAN  REPUBLIC — HEADQUARTERS  OP  THE  BABTBRN  LIKE. 

Ci  rtZRN  MiMSTBR ;  General  Luis  P.  Figneroa,  iti  a  private  letter  of  the  28tli 
of  April  last,  writes  me  as  f')llow8 : 

"  Since  my  last  letter  of  this  date,  in  relation  to  General  Porfirio.Diaz,  I  have 
Ken  another,  dated  the  14th  instant,  in  Pntls,  the  tenor  of  which  is  as  followa  : 

•PvTLA,  April  14,  1866. 
'  As  I  said,  I  bcgnn  my  o[ierfltioii!>  in  Mistecaf.  To-dny  I  took  poEEee»ion  of 
Putla,  BDrpririin?  (he  enemy,  who  made  no  refiiitnnce  The  Bpaiiiard  Oeballoa 
»ag  at  the  head  of  the  forces  on  a  hill,  I  ordered  a  part  of  my  cavalry  to  at- 
tick  them,  which  was  done,  routing  them  completely,  and  pursning  them  till 
■lark.     We  took  seventy  rifles,  twenty-one  muskets,  thirty  lances,  and  forty 
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horses  with  eaddtes  from  the  enem;.     He  hnci  BCTenti^en  killed  and  tost  twenty- 
three  prisouerB.     As  I  have  do  time,  you  will  pleaeo  forward  this  to  General 


"  I  Bcnd  you  this  for  the  purpose  ahove  men  tinned," 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  above  communication  to  yon  for  the  information 
of  the  government,  which  will  no  doubt  be  pleaeed  to  hear  of  the  progress  of 
General  Diaz,  whom  the  enemy  has  bo  often  deetroyed. 

Independence  and  liberty  1     Headquarters  in  Amailan,  May  15,  1366. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

Tbe  Citizen  Mimster  of  War,  Paio  del  Norte. 

Washington,  Jitne  10,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sehor  Romero. 

Dbpartme.\t  of  Statb, 

WatAinslon,  July  7,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  hnve  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communicatioD  of 
tbe  10th  ultima,  tranemitting,  for  tbe  information  of  the  government  i>f  the 
United  States,  certain  information  with  regard  to  affairs  on  tbe  orientnl  line  of 
tbe  Mexican  republic,  for-whicb  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  tbis  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguiabed  consideration. 


Sefior  Don  Matias  Bombro,  Ifc.,  ^r.,  Ifc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Senar  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translation.] 
Mexican  Lbuation  in  thb  Umtbd  States  of  America, 

WaiitngtoK,  July  13,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  for  tbe  information  of 
tbe  government  of  the  United  States,  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  from  Gen- 
eral'Diaz,  chief  of  the  oriental  line  of  tbe  Mesican  republic,  dated  at  Tlapathe 
9th  of  May  last,  iuforming  me  of  the  military  operations  of  tbe  forces  under  bis 
command  in  theStateof  Unxaca,  together  with  tbe  copy  of  a  communication  dated 
the  15th  of  June  last,  and  addressed  by  General  Garcia,  second  iu  command  dd 
the  same  line»from  Amatlan,  to  tbe  minister  of  war  and  marincof  tbe  Mexictn 
jepjiblic,  informing  him  of  tbe  movements  recently  taken  place  on  th«  sontbem 
coast  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  chiefly  iu  front  of  Tlacotalpam,  now  held 
by  the  French.  I  also  enclose  the  two  reports  to  which  the  said  commuaicatioD 
refers. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  occasion  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  as- 
surances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOUEBO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  I[c,  Ip:.,  Ifc. 

•  DiqilizecoyGoOglC 
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[EncIoBure  No.  1.] 

Tlapa,  May  9,  1866. 

Ml'CR  Estbbmbd  Fribnii  :  Yonr  letters  of  the  22d  of  February  ai)d23d  of 
March  lost  have  jOBt  reached  me,  and  inform  me  of  the  good  aspect  of  oar  afiaira 
in  that  country.  They  also  tell  me  of  your  inability,  up  to  the  latest  dates,  to 
rai^e  the  meaua  I  so  much  need  to  effectual  aervicc.  I  wish  to  quit  the  skirm- 
idbiag  in  which  I  am  engaged  as  a  pastjtne,  but  to  operate  on  a  great  scale 
requires  money;  for  without  it,  the  men  I  can  raise  are  of  do  service. 

1  have  also  received  the  government  orders  making  me  commaader-in-chief 
of  the  eastern  line,  a  proof  of  confidence  I  will  remember  with  pleasure.  I 
eaonat  say  much  about  our  situation  here.  When  orders  reached  me  I  could 
hftve  etuBsed  to  the  otlier  side  of  the  State  (Oaxaca, )  bat  as  the  enemy  has  only 
one  point  to  watch,  he  could  bring  all  bis  forces  upon  me,  and  as  skirmishing 
did  some  good,  I  determined  to  remain  here  to  wait  for  supplies,  so  that  I  could 
cross  over  with  some  advantage.  So  if  the  enemy  attempts  to  move,  we  can 
ibreatea  him  and  hold  him  in  check. 

There  is  another  reason :  I  could  have  more  resources  and  elements  of  war  in 
ihoM  towns,  bnt  the  men  are  not  ^o  fit  for  service;  being  further  south,  they 
wish  to  fight  in  their  own  sections.  As  the  resourses  are  on  that  side,  and  the 
men  oo  this,  it  is  best  to  divide  them.  If  I  can  do  it,  I  will  take  men  from 
Mixteca,  the  valley  of  Pnehla.  and  Tlaxcaln,  who  are  disposed  and  can  place 
<:nnlidence  in  me.  If  I  cannot  get  means  from  you,  Garcia,  or  elsewhere,  L 
thall  have  to  give  np  my  plans  and  cross  the  State  and  do  the  best  I  can. 

I  will  give  yon  some  brief  details  of  my  late  operations.  After  my  return  to- 
the  coaal  from  Mixteca,  which  I  did  in  good  order,  though  the  enemy  followed' 
me  closely,  I  changed  my  base  of  operations.  One  column  followed  me  froiQ' 
Mixteca,  and  learning  that  another  was  coming  from  Sola  and  Jnqnila,  I  bur-- 
ried  and  reached  Pinotepa  before  them.  There  I  stopped  till  both  columns 
nnited,  and  then  I  went  to  Lo  de  Loto,  where  I  waited  for  the  enemy  till  ths 
2'3tb  of  Fcbmary.  He  succeeded  in  scattering  my  advance,  and  not  one  man 
p[  back  to  carap,  and  the  first  thing  I  knew  the  enemy  was  in  front  of  me.  I 
vffi^led  a  retreat,  miviug  to  Ometcpec  and  leaving  my  cavalry  andcr  the  com- 
muid  of  (reneral  Leysoa,  with  orders  to  cover  our  march.  That  incident  inter- 
rupted my  plana. 

The  enemy's  cavalry  attacked  us  twice  and  were  repulsed  both  times.  I  loat 
one  officer,  Manuel  Alberto,  in  the  skirmish,  killed  three  of  the  enemy,  wonuded 
many,  and  took  one  prisoner. 

I  got  some  supplies  in  Ometepcc  and  marched  hnrriedly  to  Janieltepec.  The 
enemy  was  surprised  to  hear  I  was  a  day's  journey  in  a  direction  different  from 
vhit  he  thought.  I  suddenly  countermarched  towards  his  hose  of  operations, 
and  attacked  him  with  such  success  we  captured  333  muskets  and  some  ammu- 
nitiim. 

On  the  I4th  of  April  I  marched  to  Fntla  with  a  small  force  and  routed  a  de- 
tachment of  200  men.  On  the  25th  I  gathered  all  the  enemy  lefl,  secured  trans- 
portalioD  for  the  booty,  and  went  on  the  next  day  to  Tlajiaco.  The  garrisons 
of  that  place,  Tastlahooca,  and  UuBJuapam,  bad  gone  to  Teposcohila.  I  ad- 
vanced to  Tolomecal,  which  the  enemy  had  left  for  Tantnezlan.  They  heard  of 
my  movements  in  Oaxaca,  and  the  enemy  was  i-e-enforced.  I  then  counter- 
marched to  Tlsjioco,  to  surprise  the  Anstrian  garrison,  but  it  had  retired  aud 
joined  the  main  hody  of  the  army. 

My  movement  npou  Tlajiaco  prodnced  the  good  effect  of  colling  the  enemy's- 
altention  in  that  direction,  supposing  I  was  going  to  attack  in  force,  and  General 
Leysoa  reached  his  place  of  destination  in  safety. 

I  think  to  remain  here  some  days  to  rest  my  troops  and  eqnip  others  with' 

the  arms  I  took  from  the  enemy,  and  do  other  things  which  I  need  not  mention. 

19  Mbz  /-  I 
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My  preat  trotible  is  want  of  means.  I  am  invited  by  all  the  tovroB,  t}iat  offer 
me  men  and  tLe  armB  the  empire  has  furnished  (hem,  bnt  I  have  no  money  to 
pay  them,  and  I  prefer  the  small  foice  I  have.  If  I  had  means  I  could  enlarge 
my  force  and  march  where  there  are  wealthy  traitors,  and  make  them  pay  the 
expeneee  of  this  war.  My  espenaea  are  small ;  my  soldiers  ouly  get  twelve 
cents  a  day,  aud  often  leaa,  and  the  officers  serve  without  pay. 

Some  advise  me  to  levy  forced  loans  upon  the  towns,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
beetj  extortion  ia  contrary  to  my  nature,  whatever  Forey  may  say  to  the 
contrary. 

I  have  had  the  last  government  decrees  publiebed.  The  first,  prolonging  the 
presidency,  was  very  favorably  received.  1  have  not  mentioned  this  to  you  be- 
fore, because  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  obey  or  resign.  The  plan  seems  to  me 
not  only  the  best,  but  the  only  one  to  be  adopted. 

The  decree  for  tie  prosecution  of  General  Ortega  and  other  officers  like  him 
is  in  accordaoce  witii  the  rules  and  practices  of  the  anny.  I  believe  in  the  rigor 
.of  martial  law,  and  I  think  the  government  has  done  exactly  right. 

J.  beg  you  will  continue  your  favors,  while  I  remain  your  friend  and  servant 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 

fienorPoN  Mateo  Rdmebo,  Waihington. 

Washington,  A/y  13,  1366. 
A  true  copy ; 

IGNO.  MABISGAL,  Stertlary. 


[Enclosure  No.  S.] 


Amatlan,  jM*e  15,  1SG6. 

The  certified  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  chief  advancing  on  Tlacotalpam, 
which  I  enduse  to  your  department,  will  inform  you  of  the  principal  movements 
against  the  enemy  holding  that  place  taken  place  since  my  last  commnni cation, 
in  which  I  informed  you  of  its  occupation  by  the  imperial  forces  and  five  French 
war  vessels,  and  of  out  encampment  at  MotoTepec,  only  two  leagues  from  tbat 
city,  where  our  force"  now  are  and  will  remain  some  time. 

Yon  will  see  by  the  last  report  that  our  camp  has  been  moved  from  Hototepec 
because  the  enemy  was  re-enforced  in  Tlacot^pam,  and  their  gunboats  prevent 
ua  from  attacking  the  place.  They  bombarded  us  on  the  6th,  and  destroyed  a 
numlter  of  houses,  doing  much  damage  to  the  inhabitants. 

Another  reason  for  out  move  is,  the  rainy  season  has  begun,  and  the  marvh- 
lands  of  Tlacolalpam  are  not  healthy,  and  we  were  compelled  to  go  to  s>'me 
higher  region  till  the  rainy  season  is  over.  After  a  rest  in  a  more  healthy 
region  we  may  attack  the  enemy  with  more  courage,  and  perhaps  succeed  in 
driving  him  fiDm  Tlacotalpam,  the  only  place  he  has  been  allowed  to  bold  in 
the  line  of  my  command. 

I  communicate  this  for  the  information  of  the  President  of  the  republic. 

ALEJAKDBO  tiABCIA. 

The  MtMrsTBR  op  Wab  A^D  Marine. 


A  true  copy ; 


WASHl^0TON,  JW/y  13,  1SG6. 
IGKO.  MABISGAL,  Sfcrrtary. 

DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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[Endoflora  No.  3.] 

TLACOTALPAM — COLONBL-IN- 

ClTizsH  Obnbral  :  Yesterday  morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  the  enemy,  to  the 
nomber  of  two  hnndred  infantry  nnd  cavniry,  sallied  out  of  the  city  upon  our 
■dvance,  trying  to  Burprise  Oommander  Eulalio  Vela,  who  wag  in  ambnah  to 
valeh  the  enemy  banting  cattle.  The  consequence  was  a.  conflict  which  resulted 
in  oar  favor,  though  Commander  Vela  had  but  one  hundred  men  of  both  kinds. 

The  enemy  Sed  in  baste,  leaving  tbeir  dead  in  our  handfi. 

When  tbe  skirmish  began  I  moved  with  a  column  to  threaten  Fort  Horaos. 
Hie  enemy  came  out,  but  soon  retreated  with  the  loss  of  three  men  and  four 

Commander  Vela,  whose  bravery  on  this  occasion  corresponded  with  his 
reputation,  received  three  bullet  woundn,  but  did  not  leave  the  field  till  the 
entmj  was  driven  back  to  bis  benches.  Lieutenant  Lili  was  also  wounded  on 
an  occasion  that  makes  him  worthy  of  recommendation.  We  had  but  two  of 
our  men  killed,  while  tbe  enemy  paid  dearly  for  his  audacity.  As  Boon  as  I 
heard  Commauder  Vela  wu  wounded.  I  sent  Colonel  Pablo  Diaz  to  his  aid. 
We  buried  eii  of  the  enemy  found  killed  in  the  camp  be  had  deserted.  We  also 
got  three  horees,  fourteen  percneaion  riSee,  one  sabre,  bameBs,  and  some  very 
bad  provn'sione.  We  released  two  prisoners  that  bad  been  forced  into  tbe  ene- 
my's ranks.      We  learned  &om  spies  that  tbe  enemy  bod  sixteen  wounded. 

On  this  occasion  the  gunboats  could  be  of  no  service  to  tbe  land  forces  because 
they  were  too  far  off,  and  the  French  mariDBS  despise  tbe  land  forces  and  show 
cou  tempt  for  tbem. 

This  I  communicate  to  you  for  your  information,  congratulating  you  on  the 
bappy  event  that  once  more  proves  the  valor  and  resolution  of  our  troops. 

Jodependeitce  and  liberty!     Camp  near  Tlacotalpam,  May  25,  1S66. 

FRANCISCO  CARREON. 

The  Second  Ge\ERAL-]N  Ohibp  of  the  Eastern  Line,ae  Amatlan. 

Ahatlan,  /tme  15,  1866. 
I  certify  to  tbe  above  copy  : 

J.  A.  RUIZ,  Secretary. 


[Encloaure  No.  4.] 

INB — SECO\D     QBN- 

CiTiZB.v  Minister:  Colonel  Fmncisco  Cnrreon,  chief  of  the  advance  on 
Tlacotalpam,  reported  to  me  yesterday  from  the  vicinity  of  that  city  as  follows : 

"Citizen  Gbnbral:  Havtngfixednponaplan  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Diaz 
y  Lagos  to  attack  tbe  enemy  in  his  lines,  that  officer  marched  with  his  section  at 
daybreak  along  the  river  and  began  the  battle.  He  was  received  with  artillery 
and  musketry,  yet  his  brave  meu  charged  with  the  shout  of  vira  la  republica, 
and  drove  the  enemy  from  his  trenches.  The  rangers  then  made  an  attack  on 
the  other  Bide  and  Bucceeded  in  the  object  of  tbeir  attack.  Colonel  Diaz  y 
Ligos,  having  effected  his  design,  retired  without  being  molested.  That  brave 
officer  and  his  valiant  subordinates  have  demonstrated  tbe  true  courage  iif  the 
soldiers  on  the  eastern  line.  When  the  firing  had  ceased  in  the  direction  of 
Ribera  I  attacked  Fort  Homos  with  equal  success.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Ariza 
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at  the  liead  of  a  colamn  composed  of  the  second  Zaragoza  battalion  and  the 
Gosamaloapan,  charged  bayonets  upon  the  enemj,  who,  however,  held  hia  posi- 
tion for  a  short  time,  and  then  suddenly  fled  to  the  city. 

"  During  these  skirmishes  there  were  many  personal  fights  of  great  honor  to 
the  republican  soldiers.  I  theu  came  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ariza's  aid  widi 
my  Auayucam  company,  lo  drive  the  haughty  imperialists  from  the  height?, 
whence  they  kept  up  a  cimtiuued  fire.  The  fight  continued  vigorously,  and 
many  houses  along  the  river  caught  fire  arid  were  coiisiiraed.  While  our  men 
were  winniug  fadeleMa  laurela  1  nent  a  company  to  the  other  side  of  the  towa 
and  it  accnmphshed  what  I  wanted. 

"  At  five  in  the  afternoon  I  returned  to  my  camp,  after  destroying  fort  HoniM. 
My  loBsea  are  detailed  iu  annex  No.  1. 

"  1  cannot  say  what  was  the  enemy's  loss,  but  we  buried  eleven  bodies,  and 
from  traces  of  blood  many  wounded  must  have  been  carried  off. 

"  All  my  officera  and  men  did  their  duly,  but  1  must  particularize  the  brave 
conduct  of  Captain  Ja66  Maria  Igleeias,  with  Ariza's  forcea,  who  fell  bravely 
with  awui'd  in  hand.  He  had  the  tribute  of  funeral  honors,  as  mentioned  io  2 
and  3.  The  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Coloneld  Ariza  and  Diaz,  aa  well  as 
that  of  the  ranger  commanders  and  other  officers,  commend  them  to  the  gratitude 
of  the  nation." 

I  communicate  the  above,  with  great  respect,  fnt  your  information,  and  id 
just  eulogy  to  Colonel  Carieon  and  the  brave  Mexicans  who  fought  with  hiiu  at 
Tlacotalpam,  in  defence  of  national  independence. 

The  body  of  Captain  Iglesiaa  was  buried  to-day,  with  due  honors,  in  the  prin- 
cipal church,  where  the  shade  of  hia  glorious  memory  will  ever  repose. 

The  Tuxila  national  guards  joined  in  the  fight,  and  did  good  service  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  I  have  not  yet  had  the  report  of  its  colonel,  I^r- 
raBaga.  Honor  and  glory  to  the  brave  [Mexicans  who  hare  on  this  occa^inu 
eacriAccd  themselves  tor  their  country. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Ainatlan,  .Tnne  3,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

The  Military  Commandeb  of 


A  certified  copy : 


AmatlaN,  June  15,  1866. 
J.  A.  RUIZ,  Secretary. 


[Eucloacire  No.  S.J 
MEXICAN  BEPtBLIf — FORfES  NEAR  TLACOTALPAM COLONBL-IN-CHIBF. 

CiTiZEiH  Ge\eral  :  Last  night  I  heard  the  enemy  had  formed  a  new  line  of 
fortifications  not  far  from  the  first,  and  I  immediately  deti^rmined  to  drive  him 
out  of  them.  So,  with  Colonel  Diaz  Lagos  and  Captain  Jimenez,  I  took  a 
position  on  the  Cawemnte  road,  leaving  a  small  force  to  protect  the  camp  and 
baggage.  At  daylight  Captain  Jimenez  attacked  Puenie  Garcia,  and  was  met 
by  the  enemy's  artillery  and  rifles.  Colonel  Diaz  then  came  up,  and  drove  the 
enemy  hack  into  the  town.  Next;  Captain  Lauro  Candiani,  Lieutenant  Albino 
Reyes,  and  Prudencio  Martinez,  surrounded  the  town.  I  then  scut  out  two 
companiesof  rangers,  under  Perez  and  Rohoso,  to  attack  Terau.  Captain  Alonzo 
also  came  up  with  his  cavalry.  All  these  forces  charged  the  enemy  at  once, 
and  drove  him  back  some  distance.  As  the  enemy's  cannonade  was  continnoas, 
I  sent  Captain  Bossa  out  with  one  company  of  the  Z&ragoza  battalion  to  take 
their  guns,  while  Colonel  Ariza  was  to  command  all  our  forces.     My  right  wing 
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WHS  well  protected  by  cavalry,  and  my  left  was  Hustaincd  by  Lientenant  Zamadio 
utd  Barreiro,  with  a  3[inatitlaD  company.  I  etatioiiml  my  line  of  reserve  in  the 
main  mad,  snd  took  a  position  with  my  own  men  at  Uoroos.  This  was  scarcely 
elTi^ted  when  a  brisk  fire  began  on  both  sides.  One  of  the  French  steamers 
tliea  began  to  bombard  the  town ;  many  houHes  were  knocked  down,  and  the 
ihalcbed  ones  were  bamed.  The  spectacle  at  this  moment  was  sad  and  im- 
ginEJng;  the  bells  of  St.  Michael's  chnrch,  occupied  by  onr  snldiers,  ringing 
strangely  in  contrast  with  the  sigiit  of  burning  houses. 

The  enemy  had  now  retreated  to  their  last  intnmehments,  and  the  object  of 
oar  attack  being  gained,  I  ordered  our  forces  to  beat  a  retreat. 

Our  losses  are  detailed  in  No.  1.  Ribera  street,  and  the  streets  aroand  St. 
Michael's  church,  were  strewn  with  dead  bodies  of  the  enemy. 

All  the  troops  of  this  section  behaved  gallantly,  ao  1  can  give  no  special 
recommendiitionB ;  hut  to  comply  with  my  duty,  I  must  make  honorable  men- 
tiin  of  the  second  company  of  active  rangers,  commanded  by  Captain  Gandiant, 
and  of  the  Zaregoza  hatt^ion,  under  Captain  Rohoso. 

I  have  the  honor  to  commuDJcatc  this  to  yon,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Gamp  near  TiacolH.lpam,  .Tunc  6,  18(>C>. 

FRANCISGO  CARREON. 

The  Gb.\BHAL  Sbco.VD  ly  Giiirf  oflAe  Eastern  Line,  at  Amatlan. 


A  certified  copy ; 


Amatlak,  June  15,  1666. 
J.  A.  RUIZ,  Secretary. 


[EdcIoiiub  No  6.] 

MEXICAN  BBPUBLtC — BASTBRN  LINE — INPANTRY  SBCTIOX. 

After  reconnoitring  TIacotalpam  on  the  9th,  wiahtnig  to  diive  the  enemy  out, 
I  moved  a  part  of  my  forces  yesterday,  with  a  colnmn  of  cavalry  under  Colonel 
Oomez,  npon  that  city,  forming  two  columns  of  infantry  under  Lieutenant  Col- 
oods  Diaz,  Lagos,  and  Ariza. 

My  Bchemes  were  frustrated ;  for  the  enemy  retreated  as  soon  as  our  forces 
appMred,  and  burned  all  the  bonsee  behind  him.  He  did  this  to  discover  our 
nrnnber,  for  it  waa  not  yet  day. 

llie  imperialists  took  refuge  in  their  limited  fortifications,  and  on  board  the 
foar  French  war  steamers,  that  instantly  opened  fire  upon  us.  It  did  not  frighten 
our  «nldier«,  for  they  advanced  almost  to  the  p^irapcts  of  the  forts. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  while  this  was  going  on,  several  of  the  enemy's 
soldiers  came  over  to  onr  side. 

My  sole  object  was  to  draw  the  enemy  ont  of  his  trenches  to  an  open  field 
fight ;  bnt  failing  in  that,  I  ordered  the  retreat  of  the  attacking  columns  at  six 
in  the  moniing,  by  the  national  road,  in  sight  of  the  enemy  on  land  and  on  the 
boats. 

Knowing  the  enemy  in  the  town  depended  on  his  large  artillery  and  the  steam- 
nt  moored  in  th^  river,  and  had  not  the  courage  to  come  ont,  I  continued  to  an- 
noy him ;  and  this  I  will  continue,  informing  yon  of  the  result. 

ladependence  and  liberty  !     Gamp  in  Mototepec,  May  19,  lf<G6. 

F.  CARREON. 

The  OB\BitAL  Sbcokd  Comma NDer-IN-Chibp  o/lhe  Battem  Line. 

Washincton,  July  13,  1866. 
A  true  copy  ; 

IGNO.  MARI8CAL,  Secretary. 


KIJ^IC 
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[Enclofaie  No.  7.] 
MEXICAN  EBPOQUC — ADVANCED  SECTrON,  NEAR  TLACOTAIPAM. 

At  eleven  at  night  my  forces  were  in  front  of  TIacotalpam,  about  to  begin  the 
attack,  when  the  gunboats  opened  npon  ne,  and  we  were  compelled  to  mire. 
They  are  now  on  the  surrounding  heights,  determined  to  annoy  the  garrison  u 
long  as  possible. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Camp  at  Amates,  May  29,  1866. 

F.  CAKREON. 

The  Gbnbbal  Second  in  Ccibf  of  the  Eaiten  Line. 

■Washington,  July  13,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Se^etary. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Seftor  Routero. 

Department  of  State, 

WiuhingUm,  July  19,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  boaor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of 
the  13th  instant,  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  General 
Diaz  ;  also  of  one  addressed  tiy  General  Garcia  to  the  minister  of  war  of  Mex- 
ico, both  on  the  subject  of  some  military  operations;  for  the  information  con- 
tained in  which  please  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  yon  the  assurances  of  my  dis- 


tinguished con  si  deration. 

SeBor  Don  U.  Romero,  i[c.,  Ifc.,  ^ 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Se^or  Rometv  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TraiiBlaUan.] 
Mexican  Lesation  in  the  United  States  op  Ambbica, 

WtuAingloit,  October  t,  1S66. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  the  infonnBtion 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  epecifled  in  the  accom 
panying  index,  which  reached  me  to-day,  giving  an  account  of  recent  events  in 
the  eastern  military  division  of  the  Mexican  republic,  the  principal  of  which  k 
the  occupation  of  TIacotalpam,  in  the  State  of  Vera  Cmz,  by  the  forces  of 
General  Garcia. 

I  take  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Ifc,  ^.,  ifc. 


DigilizccoyGoOglC 
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bidex  of  doatmenU  sent  by  the  Merican  legation  in  Waihington  to  the  De- 
partment of  Slate  of  the  United  States,  with  tie  note  of  tkia  dot*,  in  rela- 
tion to  eeenit  that  have  occurred  on  the  eastern  line. 


ime. 

1  1  Jolj   28 

^jSept 

20 

3ls.p. 

SO 

4  1  July 

30 

5  I  Sept. 

e 

6|AQg. 

31 

Letter  of  General  Diu  lo  Hr.  Romero,  giving  »n  kccoaut  of  his  last  op- 

eratioDS  ia  the  Stale  ot  Onioo. 
Letter  of  Qeoeiol  Garcia  to  Mr.  Bomero,  encloaiDg  the  folloning  docn- 

Letler  from  the  same  iceneral  to  President  Jnarez,  informinfi^  faim  of  late 

eTentA  in  the  line  of  his  command. 

Official  despatch  from  General  Garcia  to  (he  minigter  of  war,  in  Chihuahua, 
comninni eating  the  caplnre  of  Alvarado. 

Official  deapntch  of  General  Garcia  to  the  same  department,  on  the  occu- 
pation of  TlacotalpMm. 

ProcUmaUon  of  Colooel  Teran,  second  Id  commend  on  the  line  sonth  of 
Vera  Cruz,  to  the  inhabilonte  of  tlie  Slate. 


Wasuimotoh,  Octater  6,  1866. 

lONO.  MAHISCAL,  Suntart. 


[Enclosure  No.  ].] 

HUAMUXTiTLAN,  July  28,  1866. 
Hucn  EsTBRMBD  Fribnd  :  Toarlettenof  thelOlhand  17th  of  Jaae  reached 
me  at  the  Btune  time. 

AiVer  mj  letter  from  Quetzala,  to  which  yon  refer,  I  wrote  to  yon  from 
Jamiltepec,  informing  you  of  ray  occupation  of  that  place  and  of  the  advantage 
ined  over  the  enemy  in  pursuiae  him  towards  Oaxaca.     I  wrote  yon  from 


Pnlla,  on  my  arrival  there,  where  I  surprised  and  routed  200  of  the  enemy. 
Four  daya  afterwards  I  informed  yon  of  my  march  to  Tla 
that  city,  paranit  of  the  garrison,  and  my  sudden  return  her 


The  most  important  event  I  racntioucd  to  you  wbb  the  complete  rout  of  an 
Austrian  column  in  the  sierra,  going  south,  by  Figuoroa.  I  have  made  no  de- 
tailed official  report  of  this  to  the  supreme  government,  because  the  mails  ven- 
lore.  to  carry  only  the  Bmallest  papera,  aiid  what  I  received  I  transmitted  to  yoii. 
I  did  not  send  an  official  despatch,  because  I  bad  not  received  one,  and  I  think 
it  unneceaaary  now,  after  ho  long  a  time. 

I  have  already  informed  you  of  what  Figueroa  wrote  me,  and,  though  you 
may  have  received  my  letter,  I  will  repeat  the  most  interesting. 

On  the  battle-field  at  Soejaltcpec  we  buried  96  dead  bodies  of  Austrians. 
From  there  to  Fejuacan  we  saw  many  dead,  but  the  woods  was  bo  dense  we 
could  not  count  them.  It  was  not  Figueroa's  soldiers,  but  ihe  inhabitants,  who 
pursued  them  and  fought  them  in  auibuth,  thus  annoying  them  all  along  the 
road.  The  people  even  set  fire  to  their  houses,  so  ae  to  deprive  the  enemy  of 
all  shelter.  The  most  heroic  of  these  were  the  inhabitants  uf  Soejaltepec,  Ix- 
catlan,  and  Ojitlan. 

As  to  my  future  operations,  they  will  be  where  there  ia  most  profit.     It  ia. 
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hazardone  to  give  yon  information  now,  on  account  of  the  iiiBecnrity  of  the  roada ; 
but  I  can  assare  you  evcrythiDg  ia  going  on  much  to  my  satiefaction. 
Your  friund  and  eervaut, 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
Minisler  Sefior  Don  Matias  Romero,  Wathington. 

Washington,  Oetoher  6,  1866, 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


[Enclosure  No.  8.1 

Tlacotalpam,  September  20,  1866. 

Dgab  Sir  anuFkiexd:  **•**« 

It  gave  mn  much  pleasure  to  learn,  from  your  letter  of  the  32d  June,  that 
Santa  Anna  had  failed  in  his  secret  intentions  against  this  country.  I  hare 
since  received  cnpies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  govenimeut,  you,  and 
him.  by  way  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  had  it  published  immediately. 

Things  have  changed  here  wonderfully.  We  have  reconquered  this  city, 
thanks  to  the  valor  and  patriotiem  of  the  loyal  Mexicans  who  are  with  me  to 
miike  war  on  the  enemy  on  this  coast,  an  you  will  see  by  the  corrcepoodence  I 
send  you  for  tranemisHion  lo  the  government,  which  I  hope  you  will  do  after 
you  read  it. 

The  enemy  hflB  noplaceof  refuge  in  this  part  of  the  country  now  hut  AWarado, 
which  is  only  kept  bv  the  gunboats  ;  but  the  garrison  is  small,  and  it  dreads  an 
attdck  from  us ;  anu  this  we  will  do  as  soon  as  the  health  of  our  men  permits 
if  the  enemy  does  not  evacuate  the  place  soon,  which  it  is  said  he  will  do  very 
soon. 

Your  veiy  obedient  servant, 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

Minister  SeQor  Don  Uatias  Romero,  Washington. 

Washington,  October  7,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


[Eadoaars  No.  3  ] 

Tlacotalpam,  Sfpfember  20.  1866, 

Dear  Sir  :  When  I  frankly  told  yon  in  one  of  my  former  communications  of 
the  deepernte  state  of  at&irs  in  the  line  of  my  command,  on  account  of  the  en- 
emy's invasion  in  March  last,  and  of  other  disturbances  north  and  south  of  it,  I 
assured  you  that,  notwithstanding  our  want  of  arms,  we  would  not  falter  a  mo- 
ment in  the  national  defence,  neither  I  nor  any  of  the  patriots  who  accompany 
inc  on  the  campaign,  with  so  much  abnegation  and  suncriug  ;  and  now  1  have 
the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  the  aspect  of  affairs  has  completely  changid, 
thanks  to  llie  prodigious  efforts  of  the  good  Mesicaos  who  have  saved  the  situ- 
ation in  this  part  of  the  country. 

The  invaders  well  knew  that  the  possession  of  this  city,  the  natural  key  to  the 
region  watered  by  the  Papaloapam,  San  Juan  and  Tereschoacan,  with  their 
maov  tributaries,  was  a  matter  of  life  or  death  with  them  ;  and  they  collected 
all  their  troops  and  elcmenieof  defence  at  this  point,  and  their  allies,  the  FTcoeh. 
brought  up  their  war  steamers  to  defend  them.  For  this  reason  it  attracted  our 
particnlar  attention,  and  we  determined  to  make  it  the  object  of  our  attack. 

On  the  loth  of  August,  taking  advantage  of  the  absence  of  the  steameia,  we 
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attacked  the  place  fonnally,  tlie  detailed  report  of  wliicb  I  send  to  the  War 
Department  and  to  General  Diaz.  As  you  will  Bee  by  the  docnment,  though 
we  conid  not  get  poBaeB^ion  of  the  city  that  day.  we  friphl<?ncil  the  enemy  and 
conviaced  him  that  he  could  iiot  reeiat  another  attnck  from  iw,  and  wlien  we 
prepared  to  make  it  the  city  was  surrendered  on  the  10th  of  An^st,  as  yon 
irill  see  by  tlie  despatch  which  I  also  send  this  day  to  the  War  Depactmcat, 
and  which  I  have  already  sent  to  General  Diaz. 

By  the  occupation  of  this  place  the  enemy  id  free  from  this  coast,  and,  judg- 
ing fiom  the  condition  of  the  so-called  empire,  I  do  not  thiuk  be  will  be  able  lo 

While  in  the  city.  General  Ignacio  A.  Alatorre,  wbo  e?caped  from  the  French 
in  the  city  of  Mexico,  where  he  was  held  prisoner,  presented  himself  to  me,  and 
I  was  glad  to  appoint  him  again  chief  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  where 
lie  had  formerly  rendered  such  important  services,  and  where  be  has  already 
Marted  with  a  small  force,  arms,  munitions  und  money,  which  I  furnished  him 
fur  the  expedition.  I  expect  he  will  do  much  good,  for  General  Alalorre  ie  a 
chief  juaily  famous  on  that  line.  I  bear  tbe  imperialiets  have  suffered  some 
damage  in  Zacapiiastla  end  Tezirytlao.  There  is  no  news  from  Chiapas  j  tbe 
orgaoizaiion  of  forces  is  complete  there.  It  is  tbe  same  in  Tabasco,  for  tbe 
French  vessels  do  not  call  there,  and  their  garrison  in  Jonuta  is  of  no  u-e  to 
them;  on  the  contrary,  the  soldiers  are  deserting, and  these  deserters  furnish  us 
with  arms  and  annunition  in  that  rt'giou. 

General  Diaz  wrote  to  me  from  Cbinantia  on  tbe  I9tb,  and  safe  he  has  pro- 
gressed considerably.  He  is  acquainted  with  all  the  moveuente  of  our  forcef, 
even  those  near  tbe  city  of  Mexico. 

Your  very  attentive  and  obedient  servant, 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

Sefior  Don  Bknito  Jkarbz, 

Pretidcnl  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  Chihuahua, 

Washington,  October  6,  1866. 
A  tme  copy  : 

IGNO.  MAaiSCAL,  Secretary. 

fEncloaum  No.  4.] 

MBXICAX    BBVDBLIC HBADQUARTBR5I      BA8TBB\      LINE — SBi;OND-QENBRAL-IN 

CHIBP. 

Citizen  Minister:  Captain  Thomas  Lozano  eends  me  tbe  following  good 
news  from  Alvarwlo: 

"I  have  tbe  honor  to  inform  yon  tliat  we  captured  Alvarado  to-day  by  ta- 
sanlt,  all  tbe  mnnitions  of  war  belonging  to  tb'<  garrixon  falling  into  our  hands, 
wiih  seventeen  prisoners  of  war  and  seven  killed  of  the  enemy.  I  have  ordered 
the  autborities  to  bury  them.  On  our  »ide,  we  hove  to  lament  the  death  of  tlie 
Irave  Captain  Pilar  8alas,  several  officers  wounded,  and  the  loss  of  several  of 
mi  best  lioraes.  I  will  make  out  a  circnmstantial  report  as  soon  as  I  can  obtain 
the  necessary  infoimation." 

Which  I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  for  your  information  end  the  eatisfiic- 
tion  of  tbe  government. 

Independence  and  liberty !     Amatlan,  July  30,  1$6G. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

Tlie  Mi.NiSTBB  OP  War,  Chihuahua. 

Washinoton,  October  6,  I860. 

A  true  copy ; 

IGNACIO  MARISGAL,  Secrttars. 
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Citizen  Minister:  On  the  18tb  of  AngaBt  I  wrote  to  General  Porfirio  Diu, 
chief  of  the  eastern  line,  as  foUgws  : 

"Yon  will  see  in  the  acompanying  report  that  I  ordered  an  attack  on  Tlaco- 
talpam,  in  possession  of  the  imperialists,  and  harmed  the  enemj  8o  mncb  in  the 
first  assault  I  knew  we  could  not  fail.  Convinced  of  this,  I  arraaged  a  second 
attack.,  when  the  imperialist  commander,  Don  Mariano  Camacho,  proposed  a 
parley  with  me.  After  a  conference  of  some  time,  he  offered  to  surrender  the 
city  to  me  to-day,  if  1  would  consent  to  his  quiet  withdrawal.  He  slated  his 
object  was  to  avoid  all  bloodshed,  for  the  commander  iiF  the  fonr  French  war 
steamers  declared  he  would  shell  the  town  and  reduce  it  to  aahes  if  one  of  the 
imperialists  was  wounded,  and  the  marines  were  anxions  for  an  excuse  to  carry 
ant  their  barbarous  design. 

"  Convinced  that  it  is  my  duty  to  spare  the  inhabitants  and  permit  those  to 
return  who  have  left,  wandering  in  the  woods  for  four  months,  exposed  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  and  sickness,  rather  than  submit  to  the  enemy ;  ap- 
preciating the  valor  and  determiuatinn  of  our  troops,  and  the  braveiy  of  the 
Conejo  garrison  that  frightened  the  Frecch,  and  believioe  that  Camacho's  pro- 
posal was  honorable  to  the  nation,  I  accepted  it  yesterday,  and  the  city  was 
surrendered  to  me  this  day.  I  immediately  eent  in  a  guard  to  protect  the  in- 
habitants, and  DOW  the  city  is  once  more  nnder  the  protection  of  the  glorious 
Sag  of  the  republic,  of  which  it  has  been  deprived  for  so  long  a  time.  I  also 
have  the  pleasure  of  rejoicing  with  you  and  all  loyal  Mexicans  upon  the  tecon- 
quest  of  a  place  of  so  much  importance  on  this  line." 

Which  I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  for  the  infbrmation  of  the  President  of 
the  republic.  I  am  pleased  to  assure  you  that  peace  has  been  restored  on  this 
line  by  the  recapture  of  Tlacotalpam,  and  that  1  am  hosy  organizing  a  govem- 
ment  for  the  State. 

Independence  and  liberty  1     Tlacotalpam,  September  8,  1866. 

ALEJANDRO  GABCIA. 

The  Citizen  Minister  of  War  and  Marinb,  Chihuaima. 

Washington,  OcuAut  6,  J  866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGXAOIO  HARISCAL,  Stcrebay. 

[EDcloiore  No.  6] 
PROCLAMATION. 

Colontl  Xiuu  Mier  y  Tera*  to  the  inhabitanlt  along  tie  eoatt  of  Vera  Crms ; 

Fbllow-citizbns  :  The  undersigned  having  been  appointed  to  duty  on  this 
coast  as  second  in  command,  he  therefore  appears  here  for  the  purpose  of  open- 
ing a  campaign,  acting  under  the  orders  of  General  G.  Ignacio  Alatorre,  an 
officer  who  is  well  known  to  you  for  hie  skill  and  brilliant  qualities. 

The  hut  kaell  for  the  so-called  empire  which  has  tried  to  fasten  itself  npon 
the  Mexioao  nation  haa  been  sounded.  Unable  to  remain  a  cold  spectator  at 
this  time,  I  have  taken  the  field  against  that  empire.  To  this  end  I  have 
abandoned  family  and  business  interests.  I  have  abandoned  everything  whicli 
is  dear  to  a  man  after  this  love  of  country.  I  intend  to  continue  fighting  in  my 
country's  defence,  and  that  we  may  be  eucccBsful  I  ask — indeed  I  count  upon— 
the  co-operation  of  all  good  Mexicans.  I  feel  confident  that  all  such  Mexi- 
cans will  aid  me— some  with  their  arma,  others  with  their  intelligence— and  all 
to  defeat  tynmny. 
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Come,  then,  my  friends.  Already  yoa  know  who  I  am,  and  you  know  that 
I  will  do  only  that  which  is  right,  and  nothing  bat  what  b  for  the  restoration  to 
onr  country  of  independence  and  liberty. 

LUIS  MIER  T  TERAN. 

AXTIUDA,  AMgwt  31,  1666. 


No.  103. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sehor  Bomtro. 

Department  ok  Stats, 

WatAingtoH,  October  12,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  6th 
ioitant,  cantoning  some  information  with  regard  to  certain  military  operations 
in  Mexico. 

I  arail  myself  of  thi«  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  aaaurancee  of  my  moat 
distinguiahed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
SeOorDoN  M.  Romero,  tfctfcife. 


Sehor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TraoBlatioii.  ] 

Mexican  Leqatio\  in  the  United  States  op  America, 

WathiHgtott,  October  21.  1866. 
Mr.  Secbetabv;  For  the  information  of  the  government  of  the   United 
StatM,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  enclosed  indexed  documents,  showing 
tlie  condition  of  affairs  in  Angnst  last  in  that  part  of  the  eastern    division 
of  the  Mexican  republic  under  the  immediate  command  of  Gleneral  Diaz. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  aflsur- 
ucei  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

U.  ROMERO. 
Hod.  William  H.  Sewabd,  ^,  ire.,  ife. 


hdec  tf  doetimenU  eent  hy  the  Mexican  legation  in  Watkingtoit  to  tke  Depart- 
fhtntof  Slate  of  the  United  State*,  with  a  note  ofthii  date,  concerning  eventt 
on  the  eailem  line. 


G«iientl  Dial's  letter  to  a  friend  of  bis  giving  an  account  of  the  latest 
miUtary  operatic  as. 
Generai  Diu'a  letter  Eo  Ur.  Bomaio,  &om  CMantla,  enclosing  the  follow- 


\.  note  from  Qeneral  Dial  to  the  minu 
reporting  hii  latest  militu?  operatioi 
L  note  from  the  siune  to  the  war  mil 


Wasuuiotox,  OttAcr  SI,  1666. 


the  last  <^  April,  laCG. 

IGNO.  UAmSCAL,  Acntarr. 
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[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

XoCHUUAHUATLAN,  Angiut  IS,  1866. 

My  Ertrbmeu  Frie\d:  •••••• 

I  have  been  some  Aayi  od  the  border  of  the  State  of  Guerrero,  doing  little, 
bat  making  the  eiteinj,  and  even  friends,  believe  I  intended  to  remuia.  I  am 
preparing  a.  march  from  the  third  district  of  the  State  of  Mexico  to  Tehuantepec. 
For  the  Inst  few  daya  I  have  been  busy  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of 
Puebla;  and  though  I  have  not  effected  much,  for  want  of  means  and  supplies, 
I  have  done  the  best  I  could.  Bight  or  wrong.  I  begin  my  work  with  prospecu 
of  eucceas.  I  approached  Chiantia  to  protect  a  movement  of  a  part  of  its  gar- 
neon.  On  the  14th,  when  Jacaquietla  was  tnken,  where  I  got  forty  horeee  and 
much  ammunition,  a  letter  informed  me  that  both  expeditions  were  successfal. 
From  Chiantla  I  took  prisoners,  horses, one  howitzer,  and  all  the  armament  and 
ammunition,  to  wliat  amount  I  have  not  yet  learned. 

The  third  dii-trict  of  the  State  of  Mexico  is  in  motion,  and  I  have  sent  Gene- 
ral Leyra  with  his  cavalry  to  protect  the  movement  and  direct  the  operations. 

I  will  aoon  give  you  the  result  of  my  plans.       *  *  * 

Colonel  Vieoso  routed  Nava,  the  imperialist  military  commander,  who  ditii 
in  action. 

Altliongh  Maximilian  supplies  me  with  arms,  by  distributing  them  among  the 
people,  they  are  not  of  the  best  quality,  and  I  hope  Boon  to  exchange  them  for 
better  ones.  1  nm  in  great  want  of  ammunition,  though  General  Alvarez  fumiehes 
me  ull  he  can  spare ;  and  the  enemy's  arms  are  00  much  better  than  mine,  they 
Lave  a  nignal  advantage. 

Your  friend  anu  servant, 


A  true  copy : 


POHFIRIO  DIAZ. 
■Washington,  October,  1866. 
IGNACIO  MAItISCAL,&'<!CT-eterff. 


[Encloaura  No.  2,] 

Chia\ti,a,  AugvH  20,  1866, 
Vbbv  Dkar  FriekD:  I  wish  to  inform  you  of  my  present  Hituatioa  and  the 
progress  I  make  ;  and,  as  I  have  tiot  the  time  to  copy  this  for  the  supreme 
government,  I  send  you  the  whole  official  correspondence  unsealed,  so  you  may 
see  it  before  mailing  it. 

«  *  #  «  «  «  » 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

POKFIRIO  DIAZ. 
Sifiir  LicRNCtADo  Matias  Rombbo, 

Enooy  Exlraordinarif  and  MinUter  Plenipotentiary 

of  t/ie  Republic,  WathiMgto». 

Washington,  October  21, 186G. 
A  true  copy ; 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
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[EncloBiuE  No.  3.] 
MEXICAN    RBPUBLIC — BA6TBBN    LINE  UBADdUARTBRS. 

CiTliiRN  MliVlSTER :  Profiting  by  the  present  inaction  of  the  invading  army, 
thanks  to  the  operationa  of  the  republican  forces  inland,  I  have  determiued  to 
make  a  geneial  movement,  with  the  few  elements  of  war  in  my  power,  upon  the 
Stales  of  Me)(ico,  Puebla,  Oujaca,  TIaxcala  and  ChiapHs.  I  commenced  opera- 
tions OQ  the  10th  with  some  success.  Ou  that  day.  Colonel  >Te»u8  M.  Visoso 
took  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  the  Chiantia  garrison,  and  routed  the  rest 
uiidiT  the  traitor  Garilo,  joining  me  aftcrirardB  with  a  howitzer  and  eighty-six 
mui-kets  he  had  captured. 

Od  the  13th  of  the  same  mouth  we  fouud  ourselves  in  front  of  Chiaulla, 
retaken  by  Gavilo  with  the  aid  of  the  Auntrian  garrison  of  Matamoras.  I 
twice  thought  the  enemy  would  attack  me  that  day  ;  but  he  only  came  out  to 
teeonnoiire,  not  daring  to  leave  the  protection  of  the  forts.  While  in  ihat  sitna- 
tion  I  received  notice  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Igiiacio  Sanchez  Gamlioa,  head- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Ixcaijuistla,  bad  whipped  the  traitor  (jrauado^  Malilo- 
niulo.  prefect  of  Tepeji,  killing  seven  of  his  men,  taking  twenty-six  prisoners 
and  thirty  muskets,  and  scattering  his  troops,  twenty-eight  cavalry  juiiiitig  us 
daring  the  fight.  As  Sanchez  Gamhoa  was  delayed  by  his  booty,  the  eut^my 
tanght  up  with  him,  and  be  was  obliged  to  joiu  me  for  protection.  Meaulime 
the  enemy  remained  safe  in  his  forts  at  Chiantia,  and  did  not  seem  disposed  to 
give  me  battle  in  the  open  field.  So  I  ordered  General  Fvaneisco  Leyra,  go- 
remnr  of  the  third  district  of  Mexico,  with  his  70  cavalry,  to  organize  and  aim 
ill  the  republicans  in  his  district,  and  appoint  proper  officers.  With  the  forces 
nndw  my  particular  command,  I  came  to  this  place,  where  I  was  soon  joined 
by  Lieutenant  Cnloael  I.  Sanchez  Gamboa. 

Wbile  this  is  taking  place  here,  General  Luis  P.  Figueroa  is  to  menace  Te- 
basean  on  the  north ;  Commander  Felipe  Cruz,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  moun- 
taiueers  of  Mixtecas,  will  occupy  the  Peraa  mines  on  the  12th  ;  ou  the  same 
day  Ci)lnnel  Manuel  Lopez  y  Oruzco  marched  from  Tamiltepec  against  Tola  ; 
and  the  Juchican  garrison  was  to  move  to  Tequisistlan,  to  hold  the  road  between 
IVhuantcpec  and  Oajaca. 

1  am  w.iiting  the  result  of  these  operations,  that  were  to  take  place  together, 
and  1  will  thus  extend  my  line  of  operations  in  this  direction, and  get  all  the  aup- 

Elics  I  can.     At  the  same  time  I  will  hold  the  imperialists  at  Puebla  in  check 
y  frequent  incursions  to  that  city. 
If  tlie  enemy  comes  out  to  attack  me,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  he  will,  I 
will  retreat,  and  only  give  battle  when  certain  of  success  ;  for  my  sole  object  is 
to  gi't  bold  of  the  abundant  supplies  north  of  Puebla.  in  TIaxcala,  and  eveu  in 
llie  city  of  Puebla,  where  the  people  are  becoming  restless  and  revolutionary. 
I  will  '■noil  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  the  result  of  all  the  mau<uuvres  in 
which  iho  forces  of  Chiapas,  Tabasco,  and  Vera  Cruz  are  not  interested,  because 
the  lir''t  have  to  remain  near  Oajaca  to  watch  operations  in  Juchitan,  Tebuante- 
pec,  aad  the  movement  of  General  Garcia  upon  Tlacotalpam,  and  the  rest  have 
to  defend  the  approaches  to  Yucatan. 
The  country  and  liberty  I     Chiantia,  August  20,  1866.  v 

POllFIEIO  DIAZ. 
The  Citizen  General  Ut.VlSTER  op  War,  Ciihuafiua. 

Washinotopj,  October  21,  1806. 
A  troe  copy  s 

IGNO.  UARI5CAL,  Sterttary. 
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[Encloiute  No,  4.] 
MBXICAN   REPL'BLIC — HEADUtlABTBRS  OP   THE  BASTBBN   LtNB. 

In  A  communication,  datnd  the  let  of  Ma;,  ia  Teotitlan  del  Gamino,  Geoenl 
Louis  P.  FigTieroa  report  as  follows  : 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  marched  on  Vera  Cm*  the  24th  of 
laet  month  with  General  Garcia,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  a  mixed  force  of 
imperialists  and  French.  The  expedition  failed,  and  I  returned  to  Tosieprc. 
where  1  arrived  the  29th.  On  the  evening  of  the  28th  I  heard  that  two  colamnj 
of  Au9trians  and  trailore  had  occupied  the  portion  of  Santa  Domingo  along  ihe 
river  of  the  same  name ;  that  another  column  of  600  men,  with  two  12-ponnder». 
coming  from  Unaetla,  were  near  this  place ;  and  that  a  fonrtb  column  of  500 
men  with  artillery  had  appeared  near  Tcutila,  all  to  join  and  attack  this  pl><%' 

"From  the  numerical  superiority  of  the  enemy  we  had  little  hopes  of  being 
able  to  BUdtain  our  position ;  bnt  as  our  troops  were  anited  I  prepared  for  the 
defence  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

"At  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  enemy  appeared  with  two  tenlre 
columns,  protected  in  flank  by  artillery.  Tbe  flght  soon  became  general,  and  after 
six  hours  of  constant  fire,  and  several  attempts  at  assault  by  the  enemy,  he  finally 
withdrew  to  Iscatlan  to  wait  for  re -enforcements.  Heleftseventykilled,  thirty 
rifles,  twenty  muskets,  and  one  comet.  We  took  several  priBoners,  bnt  we  could 
nol  pursue  the  fugitives,  who  took  to  the  woode,  on  account  of  the  few  men  I 
bad.  We  lost  twenty-five  men  killed,  among  them  Jos6  H.  Rocha,  captain,  anil 
thirty  men  wonnded,  among  them  Commander  J.  Ramirez.  The  next  day  I 
sent  tbe  Iicatlsn  company  to  ahirmish  with  the  enemy  that  occupied  their  homes, 
and  they  exhibited  their  conrage  and  patriotism  by  burning  their  own  honaca  to 
dislodge  the  enemy.  He  afterwards  made  a  reconnoissance,  retired,  and  has  not 
reappeared  since  the  15th.  From  that  time  to  the22d  there  were  several  skirmiebes, 
and  we  captured  several  mnles  with  loads  of  forage.  At  6  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  23d  thiee  columns  of  the  enemy  made  their  appearance,  just  as  they 
had  done  on  tbe  30th  of  last  month,  and  commenced  an  attack,  but  failing  to 
accomplish  anything,  they  retired.  On  the  2dth  they  renewed  the  attack,  dis- 
tributed liquor  to  the  soldiers,  and  encouraged  them  by  words.  They  opened 
their  artillery  with  a  brisk  fire,  and  poured  their  eolnmng  upon  our  ranks.  Tbe 
contest  was  soon  man  to  man,  traitors  and  Austrians  were  mingled  with  the  loyal 
defenders  of  the  republic,  and  after  a  sanguinary  struggle  they  were  compelled 
to  quit  the  field.  The  enemy  lost  about  200  killed,  1 1 4  wounded,  a  qoantiiy  of 
rifles,  and  C4  prisoners.  Our  loss  was  considerable.  We  lament  the  death  of 
the  brave  Oommatider  Lorenzo  Guzman. 

"  I  enclose  a  detailed  account  of  the  killed  and  wounded  for  tbe  informatioa 
at  headquarters. 

"  I  can  make  no  particular  recommendation  of  my  subordinates,  for  they  all 
did  tbeir  duty,  and  exhibited  great  courage  in  combat." 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  the  above  to  your  department,  assurring  yon  this 
victory  has  destroyed  the  enemy's  plans  of  invading  the  south,  and  has  pot  our 
forces  into  a  position  to  uodertake  an  expedition,  of  which  I  hope  soon  ta  give 
you  a  favorable  account 

Country  ai^  liberty  !     Ghiantla,  August  20,  1866. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 

The  Minister  op  War,  Chihua&va. 

Washington,  October  21,  1866. 
A  true  copy ; 

lONO.  HABISCAL,  Secrttarg. 
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No.  105. 
Mr.  Seicard  to  Se^or  RomtTo. 

Department  of  State, 

Wa$htngtim,  December  26,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ncknovledt^e  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  21st 
of  last  October,  containing  vnrioos  documents  eliowing  the  condition  of  affairs 
nn  the  eoelem  line  of  the  Mexican  republic  duriog  laHt  August,  for  which  I 
pray  of  jmx  to  receive  my  thanks. 

I  avnil  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  asenrances  of  my  most 
distingnisbed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED, 
Be&or  Con  H.  Bombro,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 


SeSor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TrftiulatioD.] 
Mkxican  Legation  in  tub  Unitbd  States  of  America, 

Waihinglon,  Novembtr  SO,  1866. 
Mr.  Sp.cretarv  ;  Z  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  the  information 
of  the  United  Slates  government,  the  documents  specified  in  the  accompanying 
index,  containing  official  reports  of  recent  events  in  the  eaeteni  military  division 
of  the  Meiican  republic. 

I  cnll  your  special  attention  to  iwo  important  victories  of  General  Diaz  over 
the  Fri'ncb  and  Anstrians  nn  the  Sd  and  18tb  of  October  last,  at  Hiahuatlan' 
■nd  Carbonera,  in  the  State  of  Oasaca. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward.  Ifc.,  ifc.,  Ifc, 


M.  BOMEEO. 


Lidrx  of  doeumentt  tmt  hy  the  Mexican  hgatitm 
ment  of  State  of  the  United  Statet,  tekk  the  * 
militarji  operaliont  on  the  eastern  line. 


I  Wathington  to  the  Depart- 
'.e  of  (hit  date,  in  relation  to 


Comma nicftttoD  from  GenenI  Dial,  in  IxcRqtiiHtU,  State  of  Oaiaca, 

r«porl1ii(f  his  miUlary  operationa  to  Ifae  lat  Septemboi. 
Official  report,  with  aancies,  of  General  Diaz  to  the  department  of 

irnr,  of  an  important  vii-lory  at  Miahuatlan,  State  of  Oaxartk  3d 

Oplobet  last. 
StslcTnenti  of  the  killed  and  wounded  at  Miahuatlan,  and  the  material 
I      of  war  captured  frum  the  eni-my. 
General  Ilia?:  to  Ocnrrsl  (iarcia  on  (he  Miahuatlan  victory,  and  hii 

march  upun  Oaxaca. 
Official  repurt  of  Mnii-  to  the  war  department  of  viclory  over  an  Aiw- 

iriaa  caUimo  at  Carbuuera,  Stale  of  Oaxaca,  on  Ihe  ItJlh  of  October 


Washidotos,  XottmltTllO,  1666. 


IGKO.  HABISCAL,  auTttarf. 
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[  Encloflure  No.  1 .  ] 

YxcAQfiSTLA,  Sfplemher  1,  1866. 

EsTBEMBD  Fbiend;  Five  daya  ngn  1  entered  Tepeji  and  routed  its  nnall 
garrison,  which  fled,  leaving  me  anme  prisoners  and  arma.  I  staid  there  two 
dnys  and  then  came  to  this  place.  The  Auati'o-Freiich  traitors  did  not  ventnr*^ 
to  follow  me.  but  contiiined  to  fortify  themselves  in  Tepeaca.  Acatlin  ia  cut 
off  and  I  will  aoon  attack  it.  I  do  not  expect  to  get  anything  more  than  arms 
in  these  lowna.  Yesterday  murning,  at  daylight,  I  eent  a  cavalry  company  to 
the  neighboring  towns  to  collect  the  anna  diBtributed  by  the  French,  and  it  got 
back  to-day  with  a  considerable  number  of  nmskcta  and  a  quantity  of  ammtmition. 
1  have  aent  out  another  espedition  to-day  for  the  same  purpoac. 

Don  Rafael  J.  Garcia  ia  now  acting  governor  of  the  State  of  Puebla,  and  I 
have  appointed  General  Guellar  commander  nf  the  districts  of  the  valley  north 
of  Pucbln  and  TIascala.  General  Mciidez  is  in  command  of  the  Sierra  del 
Fuebla,  General  Ramoa  is  chief  of  the  wc^item  districts,  and  General  Leiva  ia 
operating  near  Cueruavaca,  while  Figucroa  is  threatening  Tehuacan. 

Yonr  attentive  and  obedient  servant, 

PORFIBEO  DIAZ. 
Mr.  Matias  Rombbo. 

Washington,  November,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Hcerelary. 

[EDclognre  No.  3.— From  tbe  official  buUedn,  No.  4%  TUcotalpaiD,  October  95,  1666.] 
BEPCBLICA.X    ABMY — EASTBBN    LINB^-OENERAL-lN-CHrilF. 

OtTTZEN  MmtsTEB  :  After  my  fight  with  the  Hungariana  at  Nocbistlan.  on 
the  33d  of  September,  as  you  know,  I  came  to  tliia  place  by  Teosacuaico  and 
Peraa.  As  soon  as  my  movement  waa  known  at  Oaiaca,  Oroaoa  naa  sent  out 
after  me,  with  1,100  men,  and  came  in  sight  at  half-paat  three  in  the  ahemoou 
of  the  3d  instant.  As  the  enemy  marched  rapidly,  I  aallied  out  with  my  escort 
to  find  a  place  for  the  infantry  on  the  Nogalea  hills,  west  of  the  town,  while 
General  Vicente  Ramos  held  the  enemy  at  bay  with  hia  cavalry.  Then,  witli 
the  inlanlry  of  Colonel  Manuel  Gouzalrs  to  support  me,  I  located  my  nrtilli'ry 
aa  follows  :  The  Hue  of  battle  extended  from  north  to  south  ;  the  Moreloa  bat- 
talion of  100  men,  under  Juan  J.  Cano,  was  on  the  right;  the  mounlaiD  sharp- 
shnotera,  under  Felipe  Cruz,  willi  230  men,  cnme  next ;  and  the  Patria  battalion 
of  96  men,  uuder  Colonel  Joaii  Segura  y  Guzman,  closed  the  left.  On  the  right 
waa  the  Chiantla  company  of  bO  men  ;  the  battalion  of  loyal  conntrymen  cmne 
next,  consiating  of  130  men,  under  Joae  O.  Garbo.  The  line  thus  eatubliaheJ, 
General  Ramos  passed  tbroiigh  the  town  and  left  thirty  armed  citizens,  under 
Captain  Apolinar  Garcia,  to  protect  it. 

To  prevent  the  cavalry  from  being  molested  I  ordered  forty  mountain  rifle- 
men and  the  iuhabitants  to  hide  in  the  fields  adjoining  the  town.  The  cavalry 
passed  on  the  right  to  the  rear  of  our  line,  while  the  enemy  kept  on  till  he  got 
in  front  of  our  line  on  the  bills  of  Yolveo  and  the  iMatadero  ;  there,  forming  into 
three  columns,  he  opened  the  combat  with  nriillcry.  Our  riflemen  bravely  sus- 
tained the  first  onaet  of  the  enemy,  who,  tbua  atopped,  profited  by  the  uneven- 
neaa  of  the  ground  to  continue  the  fight  as  he  ri:trcatcd. 

Seeing  the  great  number  of  the  enemy,  I  enforced  my  line  with  thn  rest  of 
the  Chiantla  company  and  twenty  of  the  Tlapa  battalion,  under  Colonel  Juiu 
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Esplnosa  Gorostiza.  The  fight  then  became  general  along  the  line,  and,  as  onr 
ammnnition  was  giving  ont,  I  ordered  nn  asBault  on  the  enemy's  position,  and 
gained  a  complete  victory.  Determined  upon  this,  I  ordered  the  riflemen 
across  the  river,  and  ranged  thereat  of  my  forces  into  columns;  General  Kamoe, 
with  the  Tepeji  squadron,  marched  to  the  rear  of  Oronoz,  so  that  the  enemy 
wa»  completely  eurrouuded.  Then  I  gave  the  signal  of  advance,  and  placed 
myself  at  the  head  of  a  column  formed  of  the  battalion  of  Pieles  and  the  Fuebla 
lancers.  Colonel  Espinosa  soon  joined  me,  and  we  advanced  together.  Uolonel 
GoDulea  and  Jnan  de  la  Luz  Enriquez  marched  to  attack  llie  rig-htflank.  Our 
tiDopa  overcame  all  obstacles,  and  advanced  straight  in  front  of  the  enemy ;  took 
his  artillery,  tamed  it  against  him,  and  gained  a  complete  but  hard-earned  vic- 
tory. Ramos  took  the  rear  with  his  cavalry,  and  executed  such  a  rapid  move- 
ment that  the  enemy  could  not  escape. 

The  scattered  enemy  was  pursued  fur  three  leagues,  throwing  away  )iis  arms; 
the  quantity  of  which  you  will  perceive  by  the  annexed  report,  as  well  as  the 
killed,  vonnded,  and  prisoners  on  both  sides,  with  the  munitions,  baggage,  and 
pack-mulee. 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  the  chiefs,  officers,  and  men  behaved  with 
iignal  gallantry  on  the  occasion,  and  I  can  make  no  special  commendations. 

Tbe  traitor  officers  taken  prisoners  were  shot,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of 
the  25tb  of  Januaiy,  1862.  Their  names  and  rank  are  given  in  the  subjoined 
lisL  Some  of  them  were  the  same  that  went  over  to  the  enemy  at  the  last  siege 
of  Oazaca. 

I  spent  the  4lh  and  5th  in  this  place,  reorganizing  my  forces,  enlisting  the 
priwners  taken,  and  arming  the  rest  of  my  men  with  the  arms  that  were  cap- 
loTed,  I  also  formed  a  hospital,  nai  then  reviewed  my  entire  force.  I  start 
for  Oaiaca  to-day  ;  it  is  already  in  possession  of  Colonel  Felii  l>ias!,  and  the 
esemy  is  confined  to  Santo  Domingo,  Carmen,  and  Cerro  de  la  Soledad. 

I  have  sent  for  General  Luis  P.  Figueroa  and  Colonel  Lopeu  Orozco,  with 
their  respective  commands. 

lodependence  and  liberty.     Miahnatlan,  October  6.  1866. 

rOBFIRIO  DIAZ. 

The  Minister  op  War  and  Mabinb, 

At  Chihuahua,  (or  wherever  he  may  he.) 

WASHtivaTON,  November  21,  1566. 
A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Seerttary. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
Litt  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  mining  in  our  dieiiion  at  the  battle  of  the  Sd. 

INKAMTRV  BRIOADB,  PIBLBS    DaTTAI.ION. 

Killed. — Julian  Lopez,  corporal ;  Lazaro  Martinez,  Juan  de  la  Crna,  Ignacio 
Casimiro,  Josti  Antonio.  Refugio  ELamos,  and  Jose  Bernardo,  Boldiere. 

Wounded. — Juan  Martinez,  first  sergeant;  Jos^  Toribin,  Valentin  Perez, 
Kelipe  Nieva,  Felipe  Capanora,  Joaquin  Mora,  Juan  Morales,  leidro  Hernan- 
dez, JuBD  Caballero,  and  Jos^  Maria  Conde,  soldiers. 

Mining. — Manuel  Jimenez  and  Manuel  UHvcra. 

CHIANTLA   BATTALtOy. 

Killed. — ^Trinidad  Tacachi,  second  sergeant;  Lucas  Garcia,  private. 
Wowmded. — Felix  Rivera,  capUin  ;  Jos^  Maria  Robledo,  second  lientenant ; 
Jacbto  Espinosa  and  Paulino  Garcia,  second  sergeants;  Jobg  Hnertero,  corporal. 
20  MBZ. 
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FrivateB :  Serenno  Grajeda,  Lorenzo  Gaevara,  Nestor  Guadalupe,  Jos^  Martm, 
Andrea  Angustin,  and  Martin  Palmar. 
Muiing. — Mateo  Olea,  private. 

THE   PATRIA    BATTALION. 

WotaiJed. — Lieutenant  Martin  Cortez;  Bernardo  Pastrana,  second  sergeaiit; 
JoE^  Cuenca  and  Antonio  fiarrera,  priratea. 

THB    MORBLOS   BATTALION. 

Wounded. — Manuel  Florea,  firat  seTgeant ;  Miguel  Gaapar  and  Antonio  Tor- 
res, privates. 

Milling, — Pedro  Guillenoo, 

TLAXIACD   COMPANY. 

Wounded. — Pedro  Cruz,  private. 

MOUNTAIN    BATTALIO.V. 

Killed. — Juan  RiaSo. 

Wounded. — Martin  Nufiez,  corporal ;  Benigno  Garcia.  Alcjo  NuBez,  Auaclclo 
Bruno,  and  Simon  Nicolas,  privates. 

Misting. — Norberto  Sautiago,  corporal;  Juan  Hernandez  and  Luis  Lopez, 
privates.  * 

TEHUICINQO   COMPANY. 

Wounded. — Maximo  Soriano,  private. 

MIAHUATLAN    COMPANY. 

Killed. — A polinar  Garcia,  captain;  Anastasio  Snlmeron,  second  lieutenanl; 
Luis  B.  Vozqaes,  Tomaa  Perez,  Angol  Chavez,  Manuel  Garcia,  second  eer- 
geanta,  and  Felipe  Gareda,  comet.     Of  tbe  staff:  Luciaoo  Olivero,  licntenaiit. 

CAVALRY   BRIOADB,  PltBDLA   LANCBBS. 

Killed. — Bartoto  Hernandez,  captain ;  Jesus  Lopez,  ensign ;  UarceliDo 
Eivera,  bugler ;  Jof6  Maria  Carballido  and  Mariano  Lozaoo,  privates. 

Wounded. — Bonifacio  Valle,  squadron  commander;  Manuel  Mesa.  SMond 
sergeant;  Cecilio  Escobar,  trumpeter;  Tomas  Komero,  corporal;  Jose  Ventura. 

BBFORH   SQUADRON. 

KUhd. — Pedro  Lopez,  first  sergeant;    Eduardo  Gonzales,  corporal;   5oii 
Rcjas,  JoBtS  Estrada,  and  Manuel  Arrojo,  privates. 
Wounded. — Grescencio  Znrita,  private. 

TRFBXI   SqUABRON. 

Killed. — Juan  Montero,  captain ;  Jos6  Maria  Espinola  and  Cristobal  Vaiqnez, 
iprivates. 

Woundedf—Avgastia  Olguin,  ensign,  and  Hignel  Rodriguez,  private. 


KiUtd. — Juan  Martinez,  private. 
Wovnded. ~^as.i06  Zamora,  private. 

CRUZ   PICKETS. 

Mit»ing.'~3oai  Maria  Garcia. 
This  is  a  copy  of  the  original : 


^^  M.  TEAVESL 
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[EnrlosDTe  No.  4.] 
REPUBLICAN    ARMY   OP  THE   RA5T,    flRST    DIVISION. 

Lilt  of  the  hilled,  wounded,  and  priionen  rtf  the  enemy  in  the  bntlle  nf  the  3d, 

Kilted  of  the  French. — 1  chief,  4  offic«r8,  and  15  privates. 

Wounded. — 3  officers  and  G  privates. 

Pritoner: — 3  officers,  7  soldiers.     Total,  1  cliicf,  nine  officers,  and  28  soldiers. 

Traiiort  killed. — 4  officers  and  38  privates. 

Idbm:    Wounded.— 1%  mm. 

Pritoner*  — 7  officers,  295  men.     Total,  1 1  officers  and  399  men. 

UiAHUATLA.v,  5th  Octohtr,  18C6. 

SAMUEL  SANTIBAKEZ. 
A  copjr  of  the  original : 

M.  TKAVESl. 

rEoclosure  No.  5.] 

REPUBLICAN  ABMV  OP  THE  EAST — FIRST  DIVEStON  IIBAUQUABTERS. 

Li*t  of  arm*,  gvn-carriagei,  cartridge*,  infanCrt/  and  cavalry  equipnentt,  jhh- 

nitiomt,  egvipmtnti,  and  other  arltdci  taken  from  the  enemy  at  ike  battle  of 

Kogalet,  near  Miah«atlan,  on  the  3d. 

Artillery. — 2  monntain  howitzers,  4-pounderB,  with  carriages  for  same;  2 
Ewabs,  S  ramniers,  2  annnanition  sacks,  4  regulation  chests  for  grenades,  4  sets 
relation  liarness,  129  howitzer  cartridges,  41  canieters  for  sanii;, 

Ammunition  for  infantry. — 15,000  ball  cartridges  for  Enfield  rifles,  14,240 
for  percnBi>ion  guns. 

Arnufor  infantry  and  cavalry. — 330  Endeld  rifles,  lift  other  guna,  5  Missis- 
sippi rifles,  2  commoD  rifles.  2  Minie  rifles,  37  maskels,  (one  oonce,)  50  lances,  9 
ESDres,  186  bayonets  for  Enfield  guns,  and  43  others. 

5  war  chests,  5  cornets,  360  jiouods  crackers,  100  pounds  salt,  17  pounds 
coffee,  16  pounds  of  tobacco. 

NoTB. — Forty-eight  pack  mules  were  taken  from  the  enemv. 

MANUEL  SANTIBANEZ. 

MlAHfATLAN,  October  5,  1866.  i 

A  copy  of  the  original : 

M.  TEAVESI.  Secretary. 

[EneloBnreNo.  6.] 
REPUBLICAN  ARMY  OP  THE  EAST FIRST  DIVISION  HEADQUARTERS. 


Teetart  Zacharic,  battalion  cominander;  Ferdinand  Baudens,  sob-lieutenant ; 
Camille  Charles  Tamborini,  Biib-lieutcnant;  Heduo  Lnis,  Gbevrillon  Uorelle, 
sergeants ;  Louis  Leiievre,  Paul  Fouillon,  Jean  Fouques,  Emilia  Masson,  Jean 
Weber,  Joseph  Pigaults,  Jean  Stoffur,  J.  Maysen,  Boisaeau  Gontier,  Cb&rled 
Chene,  and  two  other  privates  whose  names  are  pot  known. 

Wounded. — Captain  Charles  Mayer,  First  Lieutenant  Sylvester  Monlnu, 
(died  ID  hospital,)  Sergeant  Puech.  Privates:  Ataroc.  Augustin,  Munteil, 
Alexander  Vandevayer,  (died  in  hospiMl,)  and  Desmnre. 

Prutmert. — Ldeatenant   Saatory  Ange  Toupain;  Louis   Eugene  ToRpRiPi 

Pi.::..,  ..,  C-,()()<^IC 
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Jules  Jean  Certain,  Josepb  Marie,  Adolphe  Fletirch,  Nicolas  Antoioe,  Jnle? 
'FrsDQoi.s  Piafon,  Jules  Uoracchini,  Francois  Moraccbini,  Victor  Adolphe  Bant, 
Albert  Vandevayer,  Alexander  Vandael,  and  Cbarlea  Victor  Julieone,  privite^. 
Deierteri. — One  man,  aaincd  Le  Rick. 

A  copr  of  the  origioal : 

M.  TRAVESl. 

Lilt  of  traitor  officer)  taken  prtsonert  tm  the  3d  of  ihu  tMMth  aitd  thol,  im  cm- 

Jbrmilt/  with  the  law  nftlie  25(A  of  January,  1862. 

Infantry  captain  Mariano  Heraa,  infantry  captain  Victoriana  Bivas,  infaD- 

try  captain  Joaquin  Jijon,  infantry  lieutenant  Joae  Maria  Floree,   enb-lien- 

tenant  Benjamin  Cahero,  Lorenzo  Valverde,  and  Rafael  Velaaco. 

MANUEL  SANTIBASEZ. 
SIlAHVATLAN,  October  5,  1866. 

A  copy  of  the  original : 

M,  TRAVESl,  Secretars- 

[Eucloaarc  No-  7.] 
Mexican  Republic,  San  Fblipb  del  Agl'a, 

October  11,  1866. 

EsTRBMED  CoMBADB  :  Under  dato  of  the  4th  initant  I  wrote  you,  giving 
you  an  account  of  the  splendid  victory  obtained  by  tbe  force  under  my  com- 
mand over  the  expedition  coming  to  attack  me  at  Miabuatlan,  under  tbe  orders 
of  Oronoz.  but  knowing  that  my  letter  was  miscarried,  I  direct  you  tbia,  givbg 
you  an  extract  of  said  letter,  in  which  yon  will  see  in  brief,  witb  aU  ita  details. 

About  three  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  instant  the  enemy  appeared, 
advancing  rapidly  npon  this  place.  [  decided  to  go  ont  immediately  and  meti 
him,  and  leaving  General  Ramos  with  the  cavalry  to  detain  him  a  few  moments, 
I  placed  the  infantry  quickly  on  Bome  rising  ground  that  appeared  to  me  advan- 
tageonSt  and  soon  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  us.  Tbe  column  of  the  enemy  was 
composed  of  1,S00  men,  of  three  arms,  of  which  three  hundred  were  cavalry,  and 
two  mountain  howitzers.  The  sharp  fire  of  the  enemy  was  answered  with  spirit 
by  our  advance  sharpshooters,  and  near  sunset,  noting  that  the  enemy  did  not 
make  a  general  attack,  and  finding  myself  nearly  without  munitions,  I  concluded 
to  attack  bim,  for  which  purpose  1  organized  my  columns  and  descended  from 
my  positions  upon  the  enemy's  lines.  On  crossing  the  river  that  separated  oor 
positions,  the  enemy's  camp  fell  into  disorder,  and  on  charging  them  fais  battal- 
ions commenced  to  run,  (having  formed  in  some  few  groups,  making  a  slight  re- 
sistance, )  followed  by  our  cavalry.  They  were  fast  falling  into  our  power,  being 
killed  and  wounded  on  tbe  Jield  of  battle.  All  tbe  arms,  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
munitions,  say  fifty  mule  loadt),  and  various  other  effects  of  war;  also,  more 
than  four  hundred  prisoners  of  war.  On  the  field  about  eighty  killed.  Of  tbe 
French  not  one  escaped.  The  greater  part  were  killed,  and  among  them  their 
commander,  Testard. 

The  moral  effect  is  greater  than  tbe  positive  triumph.  As  a  consequence,  my 
brother,  who  was  near  tbe  capital,  (Oaxaca,)  occupied  it  immediately  with  %omt 
force  from  tbe  bills,  and  tbe  enemy,  filled  with  panic,  made  but  feeble  resist- 
ance, shutting  themselves  in  their  fortifications  of  the  Cerro,  SanU  Domingo, 
and  Carmen,  After  securing  tbe  field  of  battle  and  reorganizing  my  forces,  that 
were  considerably  increased,  I  marched  on  the  city  to  direct  the  siege.  Figne- 
roa  hae  to  come  here  with. his  forces,  and  I  expect  momentarily  Lopez  Oroseo, 
vith  troops  from  Costa  Chica. 

The  siege  ia  well  organized,  and  tbe  enemy  know  irell  that  tb^  o 


.Caioi^Ic 
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ceire  aiutUtaDce.    I  have  my  beadq^nartcre  at  this  point,  vhich  is  very  conreai- 
ent  for  tlie  opentiooB. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
Geoeral  Alejandro  Garcia,  Tlacotalpam. 


[Bncloforo  No.  8.] 

NATrO\AL  ARMY — BBAnuUARTBRS  OP  THE  MILITARY  DIVISlOV  OF  THE  BAST. 

Headquarters  at  Las  Minas,  October  18,  1866. 

CiTiZB.\  Mi.viSTBR:  After  tbe  battle  of  Miahnatlitn,  on  the  3d  msUDt,  about 
which  an  offici&l  report  has  been  sent  to  yonr  department,  I  marched  to  Oaxaca, 
which  was  besieged  by  Colonel  Felix  Diaz,  took  active  measures  to  perfect  the 
tiFge  and  shut  up  the  garriBon,  aad  just  as  I  was  about  assaulting  it  I  heard 
ih&t  a  colnmn  of  l.dOO  men,  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  was  coming  to 
lid  the  besieged  garrison.  I  at  once  left  Oaxaca,  aud  carae  without  delay  to 
meet  the  column.  To-day  at  noon  I  met  the  enemv  at  "La  Carbonera."  The 
bilde  b^an  at  1  p.  m.  with  great  tenacity  aud  determination  on  both  sides. 
It  \%  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  we  are  at  Las  Minas,  having  followed  the  enemy  for 
three  leagues,  and  captured  396  Austrian,  Polish,  and  Hungarian  prisoners, 
uaoDg  waom  are  seven  ofBceiii,  four  mountain  rifled  guns,  over  600  carbines, 
tod  great  abundanco  of  munitions.     I  have  had  some  very  dear  losses. 

I  have  no  time  to  lose,  as  I  muiit  prevent  the  escape  of  tbe  enemy,  which  was 
It  Oaxaca  with  very  good  artillery  and  great  abundance  of  arms,  ammunition, 
tnd  clothing.     I  will  send  you  afterward  a  detailed  account  of  this  important 

Please  congratulate  the  citizen  President  for  it. 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
Citizen  Minister  op  War,  CkiAiiahna. 


No.  107. 
Mr  Seward  to  iSeftor  Romero. 

Department  op  State, 
Wa*Aingtoti,  November  30,  1S66. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  cotnmnnication 
if  tbe  20th  instant,  containing  certain  documents  relating  to  recent  events  on 
tbe  eastern  military  line  of  the  Mexican  -republic,  for  which  be  pleased  to  ac- 
cept my  thanks. 

1  avail  n:y8clf  of  this  opportnuity  to  renew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distiaguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
SeSorDoN  M.  Romero,  Ijc,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 


No.  «.  • 

THE  PBESroENTIAL  TEEM  OF  PEESIDEBfT  JUAKEZ. 
*         "Litt  of  papers. 

<■  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  15  enclosures) June  13,  1866. 

'.  Mr.  Sewaid  to  Mr.  Romero '. iJnIy  7i  1866. 


.Coo^-^lc 
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110.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward,  (with  3  enclosaree) November    1,  1S66. 

111.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero November    »,  1966. 

112.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  9  enclosures) November  21,  lSrt6' 

113.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero November  i8,  1S06. 


Mr.  Romero  lo  Mr.  Seward. 

[TrsMlation.] 
Mexican  Lbqatio.n  to  the  United  States  of  Amkbica, 
WathingUm,  June  13,  1866. 

Mr,  Secretary  ;  For  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  United  States  goremmcnt 
informed  of  the  tatiefactory  manner  in  which  the  decree  of  November  8,  18C5, 
issued  by  the  constitutional  governmeiil,  has  been  received  in  the  Mexican  repub- 
lic, by  which  the  prolongation  of  the  period  of  service  of  the  President  until  it  h-e 
possible  to  hold  a  new  election  is  decreed,  1  have  the  honor  to  send  with  this  nole 
a  copy  of  No.  11  of  tlie  official  paper  of  the  government  of  Mexico,  puhliehed  at 
the  town  of  Pago  del  Norte  the  8th  of  March  Inat,  which  contains  a  communication 
from  General  Garcia  Morales,  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  Suie  of 
Sonora,  (lat<.d  at  La  Nona,  the  Ist  of  February  prLvioua,  and  another  by  llie 
political  chief  of  the  Territory  of  Lower  California,  addressed  to  the  Mexican 
consul  at  San  Francisco,  who  transmitted  it  to  the  minister  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, in  which  communications  both  functionaries  express  the  complctct  ap- 
proval,  and  that  of  Mcsicans  residing  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  of  ihe 
measure  indicated.  I  also  send  a  copy  of  No.  16  of  the  official  newspaper  oi 
17th  May  last  past,  in  which  are  published  two  commanications  on  tlie  same 
matter  addi-e^sed  to  the  department  of  foreign  relations  and  government,  one  by 
General  Don  Domingo  Rubi,  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  Stale  oi 
Sinaloa,  and  the  other  by  General  Ramon  Cowna,  commanding  the  united  bri- 
gadee  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco,  in  which  they  manifest  their  own  opinion  and  that  of 
their  subordinates  as  entirely  favorable  to  said  decree.  I  send  also,  lastly,  variant 
printed  acts  signed  by  citizens  of  the  State  of  Tabasco,  in  which  absolute  approTiil 
is  expressed  of  the  decree  prolonging  the  constitutional  term  of  President  Juarez. 

I  avail  gladly  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assuraucej 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  !fo.,  fy:.,  Ifc. 

[Enclosure  No.  1. — Tfaaslation.] 
GoVERNIIIK.\T  AND  MILITARY  COMMAND  UP  THE  StATB  OF  SONOBA, 

In  camp  on  Ike  Noria,  February  1,  1866. 

I  have  received  with  positive  satisfaction  the  two  decrees  issued  by  the  Presi- 
dent under  date  8th  November  last,  and  the  circular  of  the  department  wbich 
accompanied  it ;  the  first  of  them  on  the  prolongation  of  the  functions  of  the 
supreme  magistrste  of  the  nation,  while  the  condition  of  the  foreign  war  dof» 
not  permit  the  making  of  a  new  constitutional  election  ;  and  the  second  on  the 
mode  of  substitution  for  it,  if,  during  the  war,  it  should  fall  through. 

The  anomalous  circumstances  uuder  wbich,  unf<ytnnately,  the  republic  is 
placed ;  the  void  or  silence  of  the  constitution  on  this  point  of  such  vital 
interest  to  Ibe  country ;  th^  spirit  of  articles  of  78,  79,  80,  82  of  the  Bsmc  foo- 
damental  code ;  aud,  finally,  th«  amount  of  powers  which  the  legislative  power 
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of  the  Mexican  union  devolved  on  the  execntive  at  the  date  of  the  lllh  Decem- 
ber, 1861,  can  saperabuudaatlj  justify  the  firet  of  Biiid  meaeuree,  in  which  not 
even  the  enemies  of  the  government  will  ever  be  able  to  see  anything  else 
than  the  intense  zeal  of  the  President  for  legitimate  action,  the  closest  investi- 
gation of  bis  determinations,  and,  above  all,  hia  aingalar  self-denial  in  enconn- 
tering  a  position  so  trying  as  the  present  without  other  recompense  than  the 
Mti^t'action  always  caused  by  the  discharge  of  duty,  however  onerous  it  may  be. 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

J,  GARCIA  MORALES. 
D.  ELIAS,  Secretary. 
The  Citizen  Minister  op  Relations  and  Guvbrkmijnt, 

Pato  del  Norte. 

Washington,  June  13, 1866. 
A  true  copy ; 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 

[Enclosure  No.  8.— From  No.  Jl  Pcriodico  Official,  8th  March,  1866.] 
Consulate  of  Mexico  at  San  Francisco, 

San  Franciico,  January  2i,  1S66. 

Citizen  Antonio  Fedrin,  political  chief  of  the  territory  of  Lower  California, 
uye  to  me,  under  date  of  IGth  instant,  from  San  Jusc,  as  follows : 

"With  your  valued  communication,  dated  S7th  December  last  past,  I  have 
received  two  numbers  of  the  official  paper  which  you  had  the  kindness  to  send 
me,  in  which  are  published  the  decrees  which  the  President  of  the  republic  is- 
saed  through  the  department  of  foreign  relations  and  government  ;  one  relating 
to  the  prolongation  of  the  functioud  of  the  President,  and  the  other  on  the  re- 
!<ponsibilitics  of  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega. 

"  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  this  communication,  I  acknowledge  with 
pleaiiure  that,  in  my  opiuion,  the  citizi!n  President  could  not  adopt  a  more  pru- 
dent measure,  because  if  it  is  true  that  it  might  affect  certain  purtialitics  inter- 
ested in  a  chaQgc  of  administration,  there  is  nothing  more  sure  than  that  none 
of  our  public  men  can  fill  the  immense  void  which  would  be  left  in  the  absence 
of  the  power — the  father  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

"By  his  aide  we  know  that  we  always  hold  combined  faith,  honor,  and  con- 
i^tancy,  sustained  by  the  national  party — out  of  it,  God  only  knows  what  would 
become  of  Mexico  under  actual  circumstances." 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  this,  that  you  may  make  report  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  republic  for  his  information. 

I  reiterate  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  con ni deration. 

JOS£  A.  GODOY. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  Pa»o  del  Norte. 

Washinuton,  June  13,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 

[EncIomrBNo.  3.] 

GOVBRNME.NT  ANDMILITABY  CoMMANDANCV  OF  THE  StaTE  Op  SlNALOA, 

Concordia,  December  24,  1765. 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  your  department  of  the  or- 
cnlara  of  the  28th  of  October  and  the  8th  of  November,  and  of  the  decrees  ia- 
Boed  at  the  lost  date. 

Kigic 
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These  ptipreme  dispositions  will  be  rigoronaly  adhered  to  by  this  State  uaAn 

my  commaiid,  for  in  tbem  we  see  security  to  tlie   nation,  and  tbe  reaponnbility 

of  those  who  have  abandoned  tlie  republii:  at  a  critical  moment  and  gone  abroad. 

These  excellent  decrees  have  been  ordered  to  be  circulated  iu  flie  districts, 

and  by  geueral  order  among  the  united  brigades  of  Sinaloaand  Jaliaco. 

1  make  lliie  communication  to  you  for  the  iaformatioD  of  tbe  supreme  magis- 
trate of  the  uation. 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

DOMINGO  KUBI. 
r.  SEPULVEDA,  Secretary. 
The  Citizen  Ministbb  of  Fobeion  Bblations  and  Govbrnjibnt, 

CAiiuaiua. 


[EDclosnre  No.  4.] 
Republican  Abmv,  HEAoauARTUBs  op  tbb 

United  BRioAoifs  op  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco, 

Concordia,  December  24,  1S65. 
The  circulars  and  supreme  decrees,  issued  on  the  28tb  of  October  and  8th  of 
November  from  your  di-partmeut,  have  been  received.  The  good  seuae  of  the 
nation  will  fee  iu  ibc^e  documents  security  for  the  supreme  authority  of  the 
nation,  and  a  protection  to  the  defenders  of  national  independence,  iu  contrast 
to  thoee  who,  bearing  the  uame  of  soldiers  of  tbe  republic,  desert  the  flagaod 
leave  Ibe  country. 

These  supreme  dispositions  shall  be  made  known  by  general  order  to  tbe  men 
of  tbe  united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco. 

I  make  this  communication  to  you  for  the  information  of  the  supreme  magis- 
trate of  tbe  nation. 

Independence  and  liberty  I 

RAMON  CORONA. 
Tbe  Citizen  Mimsteb  op  Foreign  Relations  and  Governme.nt, 

CAiitiaiiu. 


[Enclosure  No.  5. — Translation.] 

TAe  people  of  Tahasco  and  citizen  Benito  Juarez — aclt  requeuing  Rim  lo 

remain  i»  ojice  till  the  end  of  the  uar. 

Tabasco,  1866. 
Third  seal — Fee,  four  reals. — Executed  in  the  principal  administration  of  Ta- 
basco, for  the  years  1866  and  1867. 

The  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Tabasco  assembled  the 
inhabitants  of  San  Juan  Bautieta  on  the  4tb  of  ilarcb,  ISGG,  to  ascertain  if  they 
were  in  favor  of  prolonging  the  presideutial  term  of  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  con- 
stitutional President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  according  to  decieea  issued  at 
Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  8th  of  November  Inst ;  and  to  organize  the  meeting,  lie 
governor  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Juan  R.  de  la  Rosa  was  named  secretary. 

Tbe  decree  having  been  read  aloud,  the  object  of  the  meeting  being  for  ibat 
purpose,  and  al!  present  having  manifested  their  will  in  favor  of  prolonging  the 
presidential  functions  of  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  tbe  following  resolutions  wew 
passed  nnanimonsly  : 

iHt.  The  inhabitants  of  tbe  capital  of  tbe  Stale  of  Tabasco  sapport  with  all 
their  will  and  all  their  strength  tlie  decree  issued  on  the  8th  of  November, 
1865,  by  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  prolonging  bis  presidential  term,  till  circum- 
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Btancea  allow  tlie  nation  to  iinld  a  caDetitntional  election  for  hie  sncceeaor ;  and 
the  inbabitanta  of  the  capital  of  TabaHco  acknowledge  no  other  authority  than 
that  now  ezerciBed  by  citizen  Benito  Jusroz. 

2A.  The  same  people  of  Tabaeco  express  their  full  confidence  in  citizen  Benito 
Juarez,  and  thank  bim  for  the  constancy  and  abnegation  with  which  be  has  de- 
fended the  independenue  and  autonomy  of  the  nation. 

And  thereby  this  act  was  concluded  and  signed  by  those  present,  with  me, 
the  secretary,  to  which  I  certify. 


G.  Hendez. 

U.  H.  Moreno. 

Comelio  Castillo. 

Mariauo  Pedrero,  esq. 

Francisco  de  P.  Aguilar. 

Jose  Payro,  esq. 

Jasto  F.  Santa  Anna. 

Tootas  Pellicer. 

Carlos  Zepeda. 

J.  M.  de  Codes. 

Felomeno  Lopei  de  Agnado. 

Rafal  Ovicdo,  esq. 

J.  A.  PaillcL 

SebaQtian  G.  Sanarao. 

Pmdencio  P.  Bosado. 

Carlos  Miguel. 

Isidro  Delgado, 

Mateo  Pimienta. 

Felipe  Gonzalez. 

J.  M.  Carretino. 

F.  Sobs  Barhosa. 

Manuel  A.  Feralta. 

Juan  A.  Prado. 

M.  Payan  Ortiz. 

Antonio  Abad  Hernandez. 

Leon  Alejo  Torre. 

Ignacio  Mayo. 

Zibnrcio  Vazquez. 

Oliver!)  Figueroa. 

Manuel  M.  Lomhardini. 

Marcelioo  Garcia. 

Jos^  M.  Burelo. 

Vicente  Damas. 

Emetrio  Fabre. 

Feliciano  A.  Cut. 

J.  Lon^no  Diaz. 

Anastacio  Arjona. 

Timoteo  Sanchez. 

M.  Silenciario  Bodriguez. 

Mannel  6.  Fuentes. 

Felix  Amador  Diaz. 

Estanislao  Jimenez. 

Joaqain  Garcia. 

A.  Martinez  Marin. 

Nicolas  Herrera  Morales. 

Mannel  Klayo. 

Antonio  Jesus  Diaz. 


Pedro  Fuentes. 

Isidoro  Alfaro. 

Tranquilino  de  la  Rosa. 

Job6  Kugenio  Garcia.  , 

Kicolaa  Hernandez.  .        • 

Meregildo  Chahle. 

JosiS  Isaac  Martinez. 

Fernando  Lozaro. 

Cenohio. 

Jimenez. 

Cisiano  Gomez. 

Matias  MayiS,  for  Jos^  Brandespmo. 

Ignacio  Herrera. 

Ooofre  Grarcia. 

Jos6  Trinidad  Hernandez. 

Jost!  M.  Flores. 

Roman  Romero,  for  self  and  Francisco 

Caba. 
Juan  D.  Mamfo. 
Eusebio  Bantiata. 
Jns^  M.  Jimenez. 
Santiago  Rore. 
Avclino  Lopez. 
E.  Santa  Uaria. 
.  Norveto  Oaorio,  for  Placido  Gonzalez, 

Bemabe  Fignel.and  Meliton  Snarez 
Canute  Balle. 
Crescencio  Ramon. 
J.  V.  Altamirano. 
Telesforo  Valle. 
Loreto  Pinzon. 
Manuel  de  Dios. 
Elenterio  Jimenez. 
Mauricio  Gonzalez. 
Estevan  Garcia, 
Francisco  MagaBa,  and 
Estanialas  Garcia. 
Jo8^  J.  Alfaro. 
Doroleo  Ortiz. 

Mauricio  Ijtndero,  for  self  and  father. 
Felicito  Landero. 
For  me  and  the  citizens  Bonifacio  de 

la  Cruz,  Gregorio  Jimenez,  Andres 

Bautista,  Loreto  Isquierdo. 
Evaristo  Hernandez, 
Pragedia  Galicia, 
Jose  de  la  Cruz  Galicia, 


.c., Google 
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Bcrnabe  Canto. 

Juan  Morales,  for  eelfand  Victoriano 

Juan  de  1b  C.  Torres. 
.  Trinidad  Sevilla. 

Kicai'do  Fciia,  for  eclf  and  fientura 
Garllardo. 

Jose  M.  Pagan  i. 

Antonio  Gonzales. 

Jose  M.  Codee,  for  Dumuio  JeBos 

and  Felipe  Lazaro. 
^Felipe  de  J.  Lopez. 

Fiorentino  Camacho. 

Ponciano  de  la  Torre. 

Mannel  Lara. 

Tranquilino  Perez. 

Manuel  Clan,  for  Urbano  Notario, 
Eustaquio  Chnpuz,  Francieco  Ca- 
braleB  and  Saturno  Geronimo. 

Jos^  AI.  Garcia. 

P.  Sanlncas  Perez,  for  Benigno  Mon- 
dragon,  Francisco  Jgbub, Gregorjo 
Cupido  and  Uilario  Arias. 

Alejandro  Lore  to. 

Mannel  J.  Falcon. 

Toribio  Osorio. 

Pablo  CaaUldi. 

Vicente  Jimenez. 

Juan  Medrauo. 

Ptedad  Osorio. 

Antonio  Garcia. 

Nicolaa  Romero. 

Caeimtro  Ramon. 

Ketauielas  Martinet. 

Joflij  Augiistin. 

Uilaiio  Alias. 

IldefoDSo  Arias. 

Lnzaro  Garcia. 

Anicelo  Oliva. 

Catalino.  Osorio. 

Juan  Garciliano. 

Isidoro  Hernandez. 

Caeme  Morales. 

Roquc  Garcia. 

Leonardo  Ramirez. 

Tcodoro  de  log  Santos. 

Jos^  del  Carmen  Baliaje. 

Julian  Zavala. 

Elenterio  Ramos. 

Liberato  Rodas. 

JoBii  Osorio. 

Pedro  Baez. 

Ricaido  Ilamon. 

Maximiano  Garcia. 

Kncamacion  Oliva. 

Patricio  Rod  a. 


Fiborcio  Mendoza, 

Jos^  de  la  Cruz  Gomez,  and 

Pedro  Sancbez. 

Joet!  Julian  Perez. 

AngUBtin  Cortez. 

Mannel  Loebesega. 

For  me  and  Marcos  Cmcea,  Candela- 

rio  Jimenez. 
For  my  fatber  Martin,  Sabino  Mar- 

J.  Cenobio  Alvarez. 

Servulo  E.  Castro. 

For  citizen  Isidor  Garcia,  Servolo  E. 

Castro.  Mcliton  Gomez. 
J.  Leon  Mendez. 
Joaquin  Tellez. 
Frudencio  de  la  Rosa. 
JoS(^  Gil  Ramos. 
For  citizens  Lnzaro  Mendoza,  Kicolu 

Victorio  Chable. 

Benigno  Mendoza. 

Josii  Maria  Ramon. 

Clcmeute  Ramon. 

Victoriano  Ramos. 

Faustino  Garcia. 

Pan£lo  Perez, 

Juan  Garcia. 

Manuel  L<n>ez. 

Frederico  Lopez. 

Jos^  A,  Jimenez. 

Antonio  de  la  Cruz. 

Santiago  Loreto. 

Vicente  Osorio. 

Maria  Mendoza. 

Oosme  Morales. 

Tenorio  Jimenez. 

Juan  Mon dragon  Caiion. 

Eusebio  Osorio. 

AuguBtin  Rnclie. 

Juan  de  la  Cruz  Sanchez. 

Eduardo  Mendoza. 

For  me  and  Grt'gorio  Domingnfi, 
Francisco  S.  Leal,  Severino  San' 
chez,  Antonio  Soler,  Siato  Cordero, 
Victoriano  Olivas,  Marcial  Gil  Mor- 
gas,  Amego  del  C.  Isaac  Sandovali 
and  for  nte,  Pablo  Estrada. 

Amicto  Guzman. 

Victorio  Garcia. 

Ruperto  Mendoza. 

Remigio  Oarraseo. 

Jueto  Perez. 

Josd  M.  Gonzales. 

Aniceto  Jimenez. 

Teodoro  Mayo. 

xigic 
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Joan  JoB^  Perez,  snd 
IldefoDio  Gerunimo,  and 
Pradencio  de  la  Cm):. 
SatDmo  tieronimo. 
Rafael  Lopez. 
P^dro  Osorio. 
Toinai  Sosa  Ortiz. 
Felipp  S.  Uias. 
Domingo  G.  Magana. 
Dolorea  Ramoa. 
Sylvestre  Perez. 
Eu^nto  Canillo. 
NiLiividad  Ramos. 
Perfectd  Gil. 
Hanne)  Galvez. 
Manuel  R.  Vaknzaela. 
Joee  Natividad  Rodrigaez. 
Fidencio  Hernandez. 
Manuel  Morales. 
Juan  It.  db  la  Rosa,  Secretary. 


Pablo  V.  Ortiz. 

For  me  and  citizens  Juan  Pedro  Leon 

and  Matiae  Barriento,  Aniceto  Cor- 

rea. 
Santiago  P.  Nuficz. 
Ignacio  Velazquez. 
I'auBiiuo  Intertano. 
Felipe  Zurita, 
Can  u  to  SancbeE. 
Amador  Morales. 
Filomeno  Cordova. 
Jobl'  M.  ArgaeB. 
For  me  and  citizeue  Perfecto  de  Dios, 

Caetano  Barriento,  Fiburcio  Juarez, 

Frodan  K.  Hernandez. 
G.  b'orralba. 
Candelario  Yesa. 
Profpero  Dias. 
C.  CnllejoB. 


[EnclMareNo.  e.J 

In  the  city  of  San  Antonio  de  Cardenas,  on  th«  25(Ii  of  Febranry,  ISG6,  I, 
Smk  Leunilro  Dominguez,  acting  aubiiltern  chief  of  thia  place,  intending  to  give 
dne  effect  to  the  superior  diB[>OHilioii  from  the  headquartera  of  tlie  eai<tern  line 
relative  to  the  MexicaoE  iu  this  State,  declare  freelj  their  opinion  witether  or 
not  they  agree  that  the  well- deserving  citizen  Benito  Juarez  shull  continue  to 
exercise  the  presidency  in  accordance  with  the  supreme  decree  issued  by  him  ia 
Paso  del  Norte  on  the  Sth  of  November  last,  and  in  conformity  with  the  su- 
perior consent  of  the  government  of  the  State,  communicated  to  us  by  the  chief 
prefect  of  the  diatriet,  have  summoned  all  the  inliabiltnta  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  city  for  tlmt  purpose,  who  being  present  and  being  informed  of  tho 
opinion  of  the  headiiuarters  of  the  eastern  line,  and  of  the  circumstances  that 
caased  the  prolougation,  by  decree,  of  the  presidency  gf  the  well-deeerring 
citizen  Benito  Jiiaies,  who  by  his  heroism,  constancy,  abnegation,  and  patriotism 
has  lent  such  important  services  to  the  nation,  particularly  in  the  preaeut  foreign 
war,  by  which  he  has  earned  the  title  of  well-deserving  of  the  Americas,  they 
declared  unanimously  that  they  accept  in  all  form  the  mentioned  supreme  decree, 
issned  at  Paso  del  Norte  on  the  8th  November,  1865,  and  by  the  same  they 
recognize  and  will  recognize  citizen  Benito  Juarez  as  President  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  in  conformity  with  article  1st  of  the  supreme  decn.'e  already  mentioned. 
And  to  confirm  it,  they  all  sign  with  me,  giving  as  concluded  this  act,  which 
will  be  sent  in  original  to  the  governor  of  the  ijtate,  to  act  upon  it  as  he  may 
think  proper. 


L.  IJominguez. 
P.  Valenzuela. 
P.  J.  Sanchez. 
Manuel  A.  Hemandea. 
Candelario  Ibarra. 
JoB^  D.  Casanoba. 
Francisco  G.  Echoegaray. 
Gumecindo  Rendon. 
AuguBtin  de  la  Fuente. 
FranciBco  Bomero. 


Wincealao  Ojeda. 
Ramon  A.  Kchalaz. 
B.  E.  Cecia. 
Teodoro  Roaaldu. 
Miguel  Hernandez. 
Joa^  M.  Lopez. 
Mariano  Alfaro. 
Bufino  Tua. 
Andres  Casino. 
Comolio  Qamas. 
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JnaD  G.  Sanchez.  Joa6  M.  Fleite. 

Francisco  Casaaovs.  Migncl  Lara. 

Ra£no  Perez.  Pedro  SsDchea  Gallegoe. 

Gregorio  Sanchez.  Pedro  TorreB, 

Juan  Gongora.  Prancieco  P.  y  Zapata. 

Marcos  F.  Rosales.  Pedro  C.  P.  y  Lopez,  by  order  of  my 

Macedonio  Corlea,  father  MatiQel  Gallegos,  for  myaelf 

Manuel  Falnia.  and  citizens  Fioqninto  Cucvaa  aitd 

Gnillermo  Colorado.  Pioqninto  Ortiz,  who  cannot  write. 

Caeiano  Guzman.  Antonio  Kuiz,  for  myself  and  the  po 

Salvador  Novarola.  licemau    Roman    Perez,    Feliciano 

Felipe  Gonzales.  >  Aguilar,  and  AnaMacio  Lopez,  wbo 

Dolores  Gallegoa.  cannot  write. 

J.  Grescencio  Zapatoa.  Hilario  Foentes. 

Antonio  Veer.  Eligio  Gamas. 

Manuel  Orlaineta.  Ramon  Rodriguez. 


[EoclDiDreKo.  7.] 

In  the  city  of  Santiago  de  Tea.pa,  of  the  free  and  sovereign  State  of  Tabasco, 
on  the  S5lh  of  February,  1866,  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  district  assembled 
in  the  City  Hall,  by  invitation  of  the  civil  prefect,  to  learn  public  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  decree  of  the  Sth  of  November  Inst,  in  which  citizen  Benito  Juarez, 
constitutional  President  of  the  republic,  for  just  reasons  of  necessity,  which 
he  gives,  (las  been  forced  to  prolong  the  supreme  government  of  the  repobiic 
in  his  own  person.  The  decree  in  question  having  been  read,  and  the  one  of 
the  same  date  deposing  citizen  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega  from  his  place  of  presi- 
dent of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  and  the  official  note  of  the  eommander  of 
the  eastern  line,  which  says  that  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega,  as  preeidenl 
of  the  court  of  justice,  protested  in  the  United  States  against  the  decree  that 
prolongs  the  presidency  of  the  person  now  holding  the  office,  tb«  presiding 
authority  observed  thattthe  people  of  the  present  meeting  could  now  express 
their  opinions  and  wishes  freely  and  v<duntarily  in  regard  to  the  continnatioa 
in  office  of  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  interim  President  of  thft  republic.  By  virtue 
of  the  full  powers  with  which  he  is  invested,  and  the  necessity  of  not  lesviae 
the  government  without  a  head,  he  was  compelled  to  issue  the  decree  that  had 
been  read;  and  all  the  citizens  present  unanimously,  without  dissent  and 
without  discussion,  (for  it  was  deemed  unnecesaary, )  adopted  the  following 
resolatioaa : 

ARTrcLE  I.  Citizen  Benito  Juarez  is  recognized,  received,  and  obeyed  as 
President  of  the  MeKican  republic  till  it  can  be  freed  ^m  its  enemies,  now 
occupying  a  large  portion  of  its  territoiy  by  force  of  arms,  and  till  u  new  con- 
etitutional  election  for  a  chief  of  the  republic  can  take  place. 

Art.  2.  A  vote  of  thanks  is  given  to  the  well-deserving  dtizen  Benito  Jnarti, 
for  his  self-denial  and  the  many  sacrifices  be  baa  made  of  his  person  on  tbe  altar 
of  bia  country  by  continuing  in  the  supreme  command  of  the  republic  while  it 
is  laboring  under  its  present  trials  and  tribulations. 

Art.  3.  An  act  is  niadeout  containing  these  resolntiona,  the  original  of  which 
is  to  be  sent  to  the  citizen -governor  and  military  commander  of  tbe  State,  through 
the  proper  source,  and  for  consequent  action. 

And  thereby  this  act  closes,  all  present  signing  it. 

JoB^  M.  Bastar.  Cecilio  Pedrero. 

Silverio  B.  Garido.  Ramon  J.  Pedrero. 

Fernando  Carrillo.  Evaristo  Carrera. 

Aagostin  Figaeroa.  Budecindo  R.  Oarrillo.     ^ 
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Joaqain  GoDzalrz. 
Jalian  Cantro. 
Crietobal  Caetro. 
Juan  M.  Pinto. 
Joe^  Bipolito  Ramoa. 
Ramon  F.  Polavicini. 
Jo6^  Becemu 
H.  ZapaU. 
Tomaa  Casaaova. 
An^stin  Gonzalez. 
FntDcieco  Quintero. 
Lnia  M.  del  Valle. 
Joan  Pio  Znrita. 
Falgencio  Palaviciai. 
Au^atin  Boca. 
J.  Victor  Fernandes. 
Geronimo  Ricalde. 
Manuel  Melo. 
Gabriel  Bernieta. 
Benigno  PalaTicink 
Se^ndo  Palavicini. 
Miguel  N.  Oasanova. 
C.  Gior^na. 
P.  Vuella. 
A.  Conde. 

Sbr.yabdo  t>b  Aguiua,  . 


i,  for  Leon  Mendez. 


Fiilgencio  E.  Casanova. 
Nicolrts  Padilla. 

Jiian  M.  Piato,  for  Simeon  Rodriguez. 
Manuel  Arrivillaga. 
Ramon  F.  Palavic'  ' 
Vicente  F.  Melo. 
N  ReBeudcB. 
Felix  A.  de  Castro. 
Ramon  F.  Ramos. 
Sebastian  Zapata. 
Pedro  Medina. 
Marcelino  Gonzalez, 
JosiS  I'uig  J  Se villa. 
Manuel  R.  Solis. 
Rafael  Giorgana. 
Eduarrlo  Bastar. 
M.  Saturn  i  no  Basan. 
.  Clemen te  Hernandez. 
Joai^  ArgucHee. 
Tibnrcin  Carrera. 
M.  de  la  Flor. 
Anselmo  Eacobar. 
Jose  Gurria. 
Jos6  Prats. 


[EnclwnreNo.  8.  J 

In  the  town  of  Navidad  de  Gunduacan,  on  the  27tli  of  February',  1S66,  a 
considerable  number  of  citizens  assembled  in  the  ball  of  tbe  civil  prefect,  to  con- 
sider a  circular  issued  by  tbe  general-in-cbief  of  tlie  eaeteru  line,  on  the  ist  in- 
stant, and  sent  to  the  supreme  government  of  the  State,  requiring  the  people  to 
express  their  sentiments  freely  in  regard  to  the  permanency  of  citizen  Juarez  in 
the  office  of  President  of  the  republic,  till  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war. 

First.  The  town  of  Canduacan  acknowledges  citizen  Benito  Juarez  as  the 
only  legitimate  President  of  the  republic,  by  virtue  of  the  decree  which  be  was 
pleased  to  issue  on  the  8th  of  November  kat,  at  Paso  del  Norte,  and  by  which 
he  now  exercises  the  functions  of  President  of  the  republic. 

Second.  The  town  of  Cundnacan  gives  its  vote  of  confidence  in  the  worthy 
President,  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  for  the  energy  and  firmness  with  which  he  has 
sustained  the  flag  and  honor  of  the  republic  against  foreign  invasion. 

Third.  In  conformity  with  the  mandate  of  the  superior  government  of  the 
State  in  the  said  circular,  the  present  act  is  addressed  to  him  in  original  by  the 
civil  prefect. 

R^ael  A.  Quevedo.  Noverto  Fuentos. 

For  myself  and  Locadio  Rub,  Rafael     Francisco  Hurelo. 


Taraseno. 
For  me  and  Mr.  Engenio    Sanchez, 

Wenseslao  Fuentea. 
G.  de  la  Fuentea. 
Concepcion  Reyes. 
Francisco  Fuentes. 
Sebutian  Garcia. 


Manuel  Priego. 
S.  Alpuin. 
Evari^to  Trujillo. 
Jose  del  C.  Sastro. 
Santos  Cruces. 
Isidro  Naranjo. 
Joa^  Martin  Cupido. 


c., Google 
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For  mc  and  citizen  Francisco  Uadri, 

Miguel  X/>pez. 
Feiiro  Cabrera. 
For  me  and  Annario  Presenda,  Jo«u 

de  Jesus  Robs. 
For  me  aad  dtiEen  Leaudro  de  Dios. 
Jae6  Z.  Marin. 
For  mn  and   Scrapio  Cuetodio,  JoMJ 

M.  Ciipido. 
E.  Presenda, 
ADtonio  Cnbrera. 
Dcciderio  G.  Bosado. 
Prcpbitero  Mnnuel  Sabina  Contreras. 
M.  Sancbe«  Marmol. 
Pedro  F,  Heredia. 
Jo8o  .M.  A.  Angle. 
Jo8i;  Angi^l  Coitaso. 
Jnan  £.  Priego.  ' 
Procopio  T.  y  Torres. 
Federicn  (iuzraan. 
Manuel  Cienpo. 
Caciano  Cruz  de  la  Pe&a. 


For  me  and  citjzen  Juan  Criaoatomo 
Fuentes,  Mariano  Inurreta. 

Anlonin  Angles. 

For  me  and  Manuel  Taracena,  Jofi- 
M.  Collado. 

For  me  and  Job^  Garcia,  Gregorio 
Bai>ao. 

Juan  de  Dios  Lopez. 

Juan  de  N.  Aguilar. 

For  me  and  citizen  Jose  Jesus  Zapata, 
Juan  6.  Taracena. 

Jose  Bernardo  Aparicio. 

Arcadio  Zentella. 

Sarapio  E.  Zealella. 

Joefi  M.  B.  Angle. 

Francisco  Pareira  Sastre. 

For  me,  Rev.  Fatbar  Sllvestre  Va- 
lenzuela,  and  for  me,  Alejandro 
Valetizucla,  Manuel  Fuentes. 

Miguel  Torres  Mazo. 

Marcelino  Gntierrez. 

Bortolome  Victor ica. 


[Eoclosurc  No.  9.} 

In  the  town  of  San  Isidro  Comalcalco,  en  tlio  SStli  at  February,  18G6,  tLe 
people  of  tbe  place  aecembled  in  tlie  Town  Hall,  by  summons  of  the  civil  pre- 
lect, from  an  order  of  tbe  superior  State  government,  dated  tbe  17tb  instant; 
and  the  circular  of  the  general-iu-cbief  of  the  eastern  line  having  been  reaJ  lo 
the  people  aascnibled,  in  regard  to  the  protest  of  citizen  Jcsua  Gonznlez  Ort*ps 
against  the  supreme  decree  issued  by  citizen  Benito  Juariz,  prolonging  bi^ 
functions  as  I'rL'siilent  of  the  republic  as  long  as  the  cme!  war  waged  agniii?t 
us  by  France  may  last,  endeavoring  to  impose  an  imperial  governmeut  upou 
us;  and  tlie  meeting  having  been  addressed  by  the  civil  chief,  stating  (hit  ilii' 
persona  present  were  requested  to  give  iheir  opiuions  upon  these  questions,  of 
HO  much  importance  in  the  present  couditron  of  tbe  country,  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  unanimously  adopted; 

1.  Citizen  Benito  Juarez  is  recognized  as  President  of  the  republic,  because 
be  ia  the  only  person  in  whom  tbe  ifesicans  have  conHdence,  as  with  so  mncb 
I'ailh  and  abnegation  be  has  supported  the  national  cause  and  austained  the  S«£ 
of  his  country. 

2.  The  pretensiona  of  General  Gonzales  Ortega  to  assume  the  presidency  of 
the  nation  uy  right  of  his  po.-ition  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice, 
is  disavowed  and  rejected,  as  he  was  not  in  the  country  at  the  time. 

3.  Let  this  act  be  communicated  ta  tno  citizen  governor  of  the  Slate,  as  the 
free  vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Comalcalco,  and  in  accordance  with 
the  will  of  all  Mexicans  faithful  to  the  national  cause. 

And  thereby  this  act  closes,  aad  is  signed  by  all  citizena  preaent,  and  by  me, 
the  secretary,  who  certify  it. 

Victor  Gonzales.  Francisco    Hernandez   Ubaldo  Goa- 

P.  Mendez.  zalez. 

B.  Fuente.  Perfecto  Diaz  Asenso. 

J«ae  A.  Ferrer.  Aniccto  Cordova. 

Miguel  Bosada.  JoeiJ  Mariano  Hemand«i. 

xigic 
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Francieco  Ghapns. 
Cenon  de  loB  Santoa. 
Jos^  M.  Aijona, 
Joee  M.  Graniel. 
Paacnal  Villanueva. 
Simon  A.  Garcia. 
Estevam  Garcia. 
Domingo  CeballoB. 
Manuel  Flores. 
Evariato  Enrique. 
Manael  A.  Martinez. 
tJebastian  Burelo. 
Jnan  J.  Arevalo. 
Francieco  M.  Colkdo. 
Lnia  Gonzalez  Gongola. 
Andreas  Geballas. 
Federico  Gomez. 
Angel  Peralta. 
fi.  Koj... 
F.  Canton. 
Anataaio  Floree. 


Oneaifero  Diaz  ^  Finaon. 
Felipe  B.  Galderon. 
Joee  Maria  I'erez  Romero. 
J.  Dionisio  Prado  Pacheco. 
Pedro  Mendcz  Boza. 
Faustina  Herez  Romero. 
Nicolas  Suarez. 
Carmen  Mundez. 
F&tiHtino  Alonzo. 
Manuel  Perez. 
Matiaa  M.  Hernandez. 
Teodoro  Perez. 
Pedro  J,  Fernandez. 
Jesus  Prado  Pacheco. 
Julian  Gil  y  Tantoa. 
Feliciano  Cordova. 
Mamerto  Gonzales. 
J.  Rafael  Martinez. 
Joad  A.  Gonzales. 
Jos<^  Dioiiiaio  Castellano. 


[EnclosnwNo.  10,1 

In  the  town  of  San  Antonio  de  Padua  de  Nacajuca,  on  the  SStlt  of  Febrnarj^, 
18GC,  the  inbabitants  aasembled  in  tbe  Prefects'  Kail  to  cuuaider  a  circular  from 
tbe  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State,  dated  the  17tb,  and  contaio- 
ing  a  note  from  the  general-in-chief  and  military  commander  of  tbe  eastern  line, 
of  the  lat,  stating  the  disagreeable  and  serious  question  that  haa  ariaen  in  the 
country,  and  even  ouleide  of  it,  in  consequence  of  the  protect  of  General  Jeans 
Gonzalez  Ortega,  while  in  the  United  States,  agaiaal  the  decreea  of  tbe  aupreme 
government  of  the  repnblic,  of  the  8th  of  November  last,  and  aspiring  to  tbe  su- 
preme magistracy,  as  president  of  the  court  of  justice;  and  the  documents  having 
been  read,  tbe  eivil  chief  invited  thoae  preaem  to  express  their  npiniona,  iu  ac- 
cordance with  the  wish  of  the  circular.  Tbe  vote  was  unanimous  for  citizen 
Benito  Juarez,  the  legitimate  president  of  the  republic,  to  continue  in  office  till  a 
r  election  could  take  plac 


And  thereby  thia  act  concluded,  and  L 

by  me,  the  secretary. 

Josti  del  R.  Perez. 

Hilario  Leyva. 
Jose  M.  Kamon. 
Hadas  Ybancovicb. 
Melecio  Deuia. 
Perfecto  Ramon. 
P.  Ferrer. 
Manuel  R.  Alvarez. 
Claudio  Rodriguez. 
Eusebio  Ruiz. 
Ildefonao  Eaperon. 
Manuel  A.  Mendez. 
Manuel  A.  de  Leon. 
At  tbe  request  of  Francisco  Uarqaez, 
Mamuel  A.  de  Leon. 


eigued  by  all  preaent,  and  ccrtiJied  to 

For  citizen  a  Mariano  Olan'JoEiS  Sa- 
lome Lopez,  Manuel  Lopez.  Jnan 
Mogrtfia,  Narciao  Garcia,  Gaspar 
Lopez,  Glandio  Brabata,  Gabino 
Sanchez,  Domingo  Burelo,  Joee 
Quirino  Soherano,  Hilario  Leyva. 

For  citizens  Cecilio  Perez,  Urbano 
Marqnez.  Manuel  Aumada,  (can't 
write,)  Antonio  Esperon. 

Candelario  Floiea, 

For  citizens  Joi6  Antonio  Soberano 
Yanuario  Sanchez,  Josii  A  ma  do 
Bibera,  Francieco  Cnpil  and  Epig- 
menio  Burelo,  Joatj  M.  Foentes. 

Manuel  C.  Diaz. 

Joe6  Contreras.         ■        ^ 
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For  C.  Feliciano  Lazaro,  same. 

Joei  tl.  Arias. 

CruzMicryCelis. 

JuBta  Sanchez. 

C.  Flores. 

Augnstio  Gomez. 

J.  U.  Lconiso. 

Baltazar  Hernandez. 

Marcos  Noy. 

Carlos  Frias. 

Fclir  Marquez. 

Mannel  Olan. 

For   my  fatlier,  Alannel    Rodriguez, 

Crecencio  Perez. 
For  J.  del  G.  Olan,  Manuel  A.  Mendez. 
Manuel  Mendcz  Varga. 

Josk  Jr.  FuKNTBS,  Secretary. 


Manuel  R.  Riza. 

Joaa  de  D.  Gomez. 

Ray  man  do  Gordillo. 

Juan  Cordova. 

Rosalino  Olan. 

JoB^  Maria  Clemente. 

Marcos  Perez. 

Francisco  Magdonel. 

Josf^  del  Roaario. 

G.  Perez. 

B.  de  J.  Leon. 

Juan  Grisostomo  laidro. 

Domingo  Gomez. 

JoB^  Rio  Peiia. 

Gabino  Ramon. 

Oirilo  May. 

J.  Luie  Kamon. 


[EDcloinre  No.  II.] 

In  the  town  of  Huimanguillo.  chief  tovn  of  the  district  of  the  siime  nimtr, 
on  the  4th  of  Starch,  1866,  th«  authorities  and  inhabitants,  together  with  the 
people  of  Riberas.  met  to  consider  the  governor's  circular  of  the  36th  Febmarj, 
requesting  the  opinion  of  the  people  whether  citizen  Benito  Juarez  shall  cod> 
tinue  as  President  of  the  nation  till  the  end  of  the  present  war.  The  vote 
having  been  taken,  it  was  UDanimonsly  agreed  that  Juarez,  who  had  sustained 
the  national  canse  nnder  such  trying  circurastanccs,  should  retain  the  preeidency 
till  the  close  of  the  war. 

And  thereupon  the  present  act  was  conclnded  and  signed  by  all  present  and 
by  me,  the  Beeretary,  to  which  I  testify- 


Jos.;  M.  Sol. 
F.  Tronco  Montero. 
Francisco  de  S.  Colorado. 
Bruno  Gtmdu. 
Bernardino  Fuentes. 
Francisco  Alolina. 
Crescencio  D.  GallegOB. 
Ant'inio  del  Valle. 
J.  Salomon  Reyes. 
Francisco  Mendez. 
Jos<!  Pidad  Gallegos. 
Guadalupe  Pardo. 
Jot6  Angel  Calks. 
Mignel  A.  Gonzali. 
Mariano  Colorado. 
Ignacio  Lara. 
Julian  Cadenas. 
Quirino  Mendez, 
CeUo  Montiel. 
Pablo  Sanchez. 
Jo8(!  M.  Lopez. 
Pablo  Alpuche. 


Anastasio  Hernandez, 
Ansel  mo  Hernandez. 
Jose  M.  Morales. 
Pedro  Priani. 
Macedonio  AcnSa. 
Juan  B.  Perez. 
Amado  Pal  ma. 
Vicente  Aguilar. 
Feliciano  Garcia. 
Gabriel  Sal  ay  a. 
Dimicio  Sanchez. 
Francisco  Troncoso. 
Jnan  Oampo  Seco. 
Francisco  Rueda. 
Lorenzo  Contreras, 
Jos^  Aguilar, 
Felipe  S.  Fuentes. 
Patricio  Cortasa. 
Amado  Bettran. 
Rafael  Diaz. 
Carmen  Hernandez. 
Manuel  Garduzar. 


X'.oogic 


COKDITIOir  OP  AiTFAIBS  IN  MEXICO. 


[Enclosnni  No.  12.] 

Id  tlie  tnwD  of  BalxncaD,  cliief  plnce  of  tlie  district  of  the  enme  name,  on 
tbe  2Sth  of  February,  1866,  the  inhabitants  nsaembled  in  a  placG  designated  bj 
the  chief  civil  functionary,  where  a  cnmmunicatton  from  the  citizen  goverDor 
and  military  commander  of  tbe  State,  dated  the  17th  instant,  with  another  from 
the  headqtiarterB  of  tbe  eastern  line,  dated  the  l»t,  was  read,  the  substance  of 
*hich  was,  that  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  by  a  decree  of  the  8th  of  November  of 
last  fear,  had  prolonged  bis  powers  as  prcsideut  of  the  Mexican  republic,  as 
an  election  could  not  take  place,  as  prescribed  by  the  fuudamental  charter  of  tbe 
luitMin,  as  long  aa  this  war  lasted  ;  and  tlie  vote  having  been  taken,  it  was  freely 
and  Qnanimonsly  declared  that  the  well -deserving  citizen  Benito  Juarez  should 
retjun  the  presidency  of  tbe  republic  till  tbe  termination  of  tbe  war. 

And  thereupon  this  act  was  concluded  and  signed  by  all  present,  with  the 
proper  antbentication. 
C.  N.  Ramirez.  For  citizens  Francisco  de  la  Gmz, 

B.  Gutierrez  Julian  Quintero.  Geriaro  Moreno,  Ciriaco  Jimenez, 

Miguel  A.  BnstameDte.  and  Candelurio  Martinez. 

Severo  Arevalo.  For   citizens  Josii    Oano,   Tclesforo 

Calisto  J.  Itubio.  Ordofies,  and  Baltasar  Masariego, 

Joa(|Qin  Alcocer.  Francisco  Abreu. 

Candelario  Martinez.  Lttia  Rodrigaez. 

l^ieto  Argaez.  At  the  request  of  citizens  Ambroaio 

Francisco  Lisarraga.  Dorantes,    Espiridon    Ac  ate,   Gar- 

Josi  M.  Tonsum.  men   Alias,  Jos6  J.  Terron,   and 

Domingo  L.  de  Llergo.  Mtquel  Ramirez,  Luis  Rodriguez. 

Francisco  Abren.  Nicolas  Baesa. 

Roman  Parra.  Manuel  Zetina. 

Juan  P.  Rivera.  At  tbe  request  of  citizen  Marcello  Ri- 

Vicente  Moreno.  beta,  Francisco  Moreno. 

For  eitizenB  Jaan  P.  Rivera,  Auasta-     Roman  Perez, 
aio  Alpuche,  Bvaristo  Lazaro,  and     Se^ndo  Baeza. 
Francisco  E.  Lisarraga.  Foi'  citizen  Ignacio  Loea,  J.  Dionisio 

Felipe  Garcia.  Ramirez. 

Fanstino  Solano.  Jaan  E.  Perez. 


Antouio  Barroeo. 


J.  Do-WliSGO  Ramirbz,  Secretary. 


[EocloaureNo.  13] 

Id  tbe  town  of  Jalpa,  capital  of  the  district  of  tbe  same  same,  on  tbe  25th 
of  February,  J  866,  the  undersigned  citizeus  aaaembled,  under  the  presidency  of 
tbe  chief  civil  authority,  and  the  meeting  being  called  to  order,  the  circular 
fmm  the  beadquartera  of  the  eastern  line  was  read,  requesting  tbe  free  expres- 
sion of  opinion  about  tbe  continuation  of  citizen  Benito  Juarez  in  office  as 
President  of  the  republic,  in  accordance  with  the  decree  of  tbe  8tb  of  Novem- 
her  last ;  and  considering  that  nothing  is  more  just  than  to  confirm,  by  popular 
Totc,  the  worthy  citizen  who  has  given  so  mnuy  proofs  of  loyalty,  patriotism, 
aud  abaegation  in  the  sacred  canae  sustained  by  the  nation,  in  bia  oifico,  and  to 
declare  that  tbe  continuation  of  citizen  Denito  Juarez  in  power,  under  present 
circumstances,  is  in  fact  a  guaraDtec  of  national  independence  and  acKnowl- 
«dged  principles,  have  proposed  and  adopted  tbe  following  resolutions  i 
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Art.  1.  The  inhabilante  of  this  place  naanimooBly  favor  tlie  permaiieiicT  of 
cilizen  Benito  Juarez  in  tbe  office  of  £ret  magmtrate  of  the  nation,  according 
to  ibe  principles  ealablialied  in  Uie  enpreme  decree  before  mentioned. 

Art.  8.  Let  tbe  original  of  this  act  be  addressed  to  the  citizen  go« 
mililAry  commander  of  the  State  for  bis  superior  information  and  c 
action. 

Done  ia  duplicate,  and  signed  by  all  present,  and  attested  hy  tbe  » 


1  cooBeqaeat 


Feliciana  Marti n< 
JoF^  Rafael  Ferrer. 
J.  Maricio  Ferrer. 
Manuel  K.  Caralvo. 
Antonio  Ortiz. 
Sisto  Garcia. 
Jae6  Antonio  Zapsta. 
Vicente  Ferrer. 
FompoBo  Martinez. 
Francisco  Ferrer. 
Ramon  Guzman. 
Vicente  Hernandez. 
Joel?  A.  tiarcia. 
I'ablo  A  Marquez. 
Joe6  A.  Dotninguez. 
J.  Eligio  Alejandro. 
Clandio  Vasquez. 
Joe^  M.  VuBqnez. 
Manuel  Garcia. 
Pedro  A.  Gonzalez. 
Joa€  M.  Guzman. 
Macedonio  Hernandez, 
J.  Rafael  Caravco. 
Juan  J.  Guzman. 
Nicolaa  Hernandez. 
Juan  1^.  Ferez. 
Fernando  Carillo. 
Antonio  Vira. 
Cresnncio  Majafia. 
Josi  D.  GiiZMAN,  Secretary. 


Excequiel  Gomez. 

J.  Victor  Mag&na. 

Fidencio  Ferrer. 

J.  M.  Ferrer. 

J.  del  Rosario  Ferrer, 

Jose  del  C.  Ferrer. 

Job6  Leandro  Vinagre. 

FranciBco  Domingnez. 

Jofl6  Jeans  Martinez. 

Cccilio  Domingnez. 

Andres  Gonzalez. 

J.  Inez  Castillo. 

J.  Guadalupe  Lopez. 

For  my  at ep-fatber,  Victor  Lopez,and 
the  people  of  tbe  Palma  wnra,  Juu 
J.  Montfjo. 

For  citizen  Clemente  Ramon,  and  st 
the  request  of  citizens  of  Cande- 
laria  ward,  Juan  J.  Montejo. 

For  citizen  EstanisUs  Hernandez,  and 
at  the  request  of  citizens  of  St.  Luis 
ward,  Juan  J.  Montejo. 

For  citizen  Pioqninto  Mendcz,  and  it 
tbe  request  of  citizens  of  Santa 
Anna  ward,  Jnan  J.  Montejo. 

At  the  request  of  citizen  Auieeto  de 
la  Cruz,  Job6  D.  Guzman. 

On  the  petition  of  citizen  Pedro  Ale- 
jandro, J.  Rafael  Caraveo. 


fEnclosure  No.  H.l 
In  the  town  of  San  Marcos  del  Paraiso,  on  the  S5th  of  Febmary,  18G6,  a 
great  number  of  inhabitants  having  met  in  the  City  Hall  by  special  invitation  of 
citizen  Fanstino  Morales,  subaltern  civil  chief  of  this  place,  who  presided  at  the 
meeting  and  stated  that  a  communication  of  the  25Lh  instant,  relative  to  tbe 
decrees  issued  by  tbe  supreme  government  uf  tbe  republic  at  Paso  del  Norte  on 
tbe  Sth  of  November  last,  prolonging  the  functions  of  the  actual  President  till 
the  end  of  the  foreign  war,  required  the  vote  of  the  people  thereon ;  and  the 
decree  prosecuting  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Orte^  having  been  read  with  the 
othcTi  the  vote  was  taken  whether  citizen  fienito  Juarez  should  continue  to  hold 
the  supreme  power  of  tbe  republic.  It  was  resolved  that  as  there  were  good  and 
powerful  reasons  for  tbe  supreme  government  to  iasne  those  important  docnments, 
as,  owing  to  a  state  of  war,  no  election  for  his  successor  could  take  place;  and 
considering  that  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  for  the  constancy  and  finnneSB  with 
which  he  bae  enstained  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  nation  id  ita  pnloaged 
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coateEt  with  France,  not  only  deserves  the  public  confi<lence  of  liis  fellow-citi- 
KM,  bnt  deserves  to  be  made  perpetunl  President  of  the  magnanimous  and 
powerful  Mexican  republic,  because  he  hns  won  a  reputation  for  it  far  superior 
to  the  decrepit  nations  of  Europe,  and  haa  smtained  its  standard  with  dignity, 
maintaining  the  national  autonomy  which  has  never  swerved  from  the  great 
priacipleB  contained  in  the  code  of  lSo7,  the  people  therefore  wilt  that  he  con- 
tinue in  command  according  to  the  prescriptions  of  the  said  decrees,  and  adopt 
the  following  resolutions : 

1.  The  inliabitants  of  the  town  of  Pttraiso,  laving  and  admiring  the  great  civic 
Tirtnes  that  adorn  the  enlightened  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  and  having  a  decided 
confidence  in  his  loyalty,  constancy,  and  abnegation  in  defence  of  the  independ- 
ence of  his  country,  all  agree  that  he  shall  continue  to  direct  the  supreme  destiny 
of  the  country,  as  directed  by  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November  last. 

S.  7'hat  a  copy  of  this  act  be  sent  to  the  civil  chief  of  the  district,  to  bo  cora- 
mnnieated  to  the  superior  goveniment  of  the  §tate  and  to  the  chief  of  the  eastern 
lioe,  giving  the  opinions  and  votes  of  the  snbscibere. 

Aud  thereupon  the  meeting  adjourned,  after  the  act  had  been  signed  by  all 
present  and  by  me,  the  secretary,  who  testifies  to  the  same. 
Faastino  Korales.  Cenobio  de  loa  Santos. 

Francisco  Magafia.  For  me  and  citizens  Bonifacio  Collado, 

Gahino  de  loe  Santos.  Junn   Hidalgo  Balboa,  Josi^  Maria 

For  citisenB  Klorencio  Tejada,  Jos^         Sanchez,  and  Joa-^uin    Pelegrini 
Angel  Tejada,  and  Lnia  Alejandro,         '-        '     ■    ■- 
Francisco  Magana. 
For  citizens  Jose  Maria   Alejandro, 
Merced  Cordova,  and  Ramon  Pet^z, 
Guadahipe  Romero. 
Fmctuoso  Hernandez. 
For  citizens  Pedro  Abalos,  Joan  To- 
maa  Flores,  and  Cresencio  Gongora, 
Gavino  de  los  SantOH. 
Jorge  Garcia. 
Teodosio  HagaBa. 
Vicente  Vazqne. 

For  me  aud  citizens  PoHcarpio  Do-    Jose  E.  Alejandi 
mingaez,  and  Julian  Dominguez,    Victor  Perez. 
Timoteo  Alejandro,  Claud io  Ale- 
jandro. 
Evariato  Perez. 
Antonio  Romero. 
Pablo  de  la  Cmz. 


Castillo  A.  Vera. 

For  me  and  citizens  Juan  Domingnez, 
Luia  Sfagatia,  Sebero  Perez,  and 
Claudio  Carrillo,  Salvador  Uernan- 
dez,  Rarann  Garcia. 

For  me  and  citizena  Pablo  Abalos, 
Andres  Rodriguez,  Juan  Diego 
Izquierdcand  Juan  Villareal,  Juan 
B.  Hernandez,  Timoteo  Alejandro. 

Pablo  Cancio. 

Rafael  Abalos. 

JoB^  Jeaiia  Abalos. 


Juan  Pablo  Palma. 
Petronilo  Perez. 
Severe  Domingnez. 
Petronilo  HagaBa. 


This  ie  a  trne  copy  of  the  original,  and  I  c 


rtify  to  it. 
PKTROSILO  MAGANA, 

Sfcrelartf. 


[EocloBuro  No.  J5.] 

In  the  town  of  Santa  Cmz  de  Chichicapa,  district  of  Comalcnico,  on  the  3d 
3ay  of  March,  1866,  the  inhabitants  aaBembled  in  the  Town  Hall  by  invitation 
of  the  subaltern  civil  chief,  who  read  a  communication  from  the  commander  of  the 
eastern  line,  submitting  an  important  queation  to  the  decision  of  the  people, 
namely,  the  attempt  of  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Grtega  to  rob  the  prcsideiJcy 
from  the  worthy  citizen  Benito  Juarez.  Considering  that  the  supreme  decree 
of  the  8th  of  November  last,  issued  in  Paaa  del  Norte,  ia  a  just  aud  neceaaary 
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measure,  as  it  saves  us  (rom  a  crisis,  because  an  election  for  President  cannot 
take  place,  ou  account  of  war,  in  accordance  with  the  fundamental  code  of  1857, 
and  aa  citizen  Juarez  could  not  vacate  tbe  place,  because  citizen  GonzaleE 
Ortega,  vlio  wag  to  fill  it,  was  absent  at  tbe  time ;  and  whereas  war  ehoald 
settle  all  bome  disputes,  tbe  people  of  Chicbicapa,  free  to  vote  on  national 
questions,  bave  agreed  upon  and  adopted  tbe  following  resolutions : 

1.  The  well- deserving  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  as  tbe  only  man  whom  tbe 
Mexicans  bave  trusted  and  can  trust,  is  acknowledged  and  shall  be  recognized 
as  President  of  tbe  repulic. 

2.  We  reject  tbe  protest  of  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega  against  tbe  su- 
preme decree  of  the  Stb  of  November  last,  with  all  our  energy  and  power. 

3.  We  also  reject  any  otber  future  .protest  tbai  may  be  made  ogunst  the  acts 
of    [KeBt  of  the  pamphlet  is  wanting.] 


Mr.  Sfward  to  Mr.  Bomcro, 

Dbpaetmbnt  of  Statb, 
WathingU>it,Jii}t/7,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  bave  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
3  13th  ultimo,  containing  a  copy  of  No.  11  of  tbe  official  paper  of  yonrgov- 
iment,  pnbliebing  certain  letters  of  Mexican  citizens  with  regard  to  the  decree 
prolonging  the  presidential  term,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  information. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assuranceB  of  my  disting^iisbed 
consideration. 


Seflor  Don  H.  Bomebo,  tfc.,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


No.  110. 
Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Leuation  in  the  United  States, 

Wathington,  November  1,  1866. 

Mr.  SRCRGTARy:  I  bave  tbe  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  printed  pamphlet 
containing  forty-nine  acta  of  tbe  principal  official  corporations,  and  particularly 
of  the  councils  of  the  most  important  towns  in  tbe  State  of  Chiapas,  in  the 
Mexican  republic,  acknowledging  tbe  legality  and  expediency  of  the  decrees 
issued  on  tbe  8tb  of  November  last  by  the  government  of  Mexico,  in  one  of 
which  the  duration  of  the  term  of  office  of  tbe  President  of  the  republic  was 
extended  till  a  popular  election  could  take  place,  wbicb  was  impossible  at  that 
time  (and  is  yet)  on  account  of  the  foreign  invasion. 

With  this  opportunity,  I  am  pleased  to  repeat  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
assurances  of  my  most  diatingniBned  consideration. 


Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Ifc.,  fy:^  tfc. 


M.  BOMEBO. 
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[Enclognre  No.  ..] 

Tht  State  of  Ciiapas  to  cilizm  Benito  Juarez,  expresiing  the  pojiuJar  senli- 
matt  by  approval  of  hi»  decree)  of  ike  8(A  of  November  last. 

The  people  of  Chiapas,  repoeiDg  quietly  in  the  siactrity  of  their  preference 
for  citizen  Benito  Joarez  as  President  of  the  repablic,  have  accepted  without 
heaitfttion,  and  even  with  nleuure,  the  anpreme  decree  of  the  8Lh  of  November 
of  Imt  year,  prolonging  the  presidential  period  during  the  time  the  hazardous 
circonutances  of  the  present  foreign  war  may  last,  and  till,  when  the  war  is 
orer,  be  who  receivee  the  popular  suffrage  may  take  charge  of  the  government. 

It  was  Dever  once  presumed  that  the  termination  of  the  constitutional  period 
of  the  presidency  of  Juarez  would  be  the  signal  of  alarm  to  the  low,  mean, 
miserable  pasaiona  of  certain  statesmen,  who,  coveting  the  esalted  position, 
•ii^t  their  honored  antecedents,  their  dignity  of  free  citizena,  and  even  the 
eriiical  circumataacea  in  which  the  republic  is  now  struggling,  The  protest  of 
Manael  Ruiz,  es-minister  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  of  the  nntion,  and  re- 
porte  of  other  protests,  only  serve  to  increase  the  dislike  to  personalities,  and 
ihn  esteem  and  affection  for  the  intelligent  and  virl none  Jnarez,  who  has  no 
other  aspiration,  no  other  wish,  no  other  desire,  than  the  safety  and  happiness 
nf  his  country.  The  people  of  Chiapas,  following  the  inclinations  of  their 
roDBcience  and  their  heart,  and  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  at  headquarters 
of  the  eastern  line,  hastened  to  express  their  will  by  meana  of  acta  indicating 
llieir  adhesion,  tmat,  and  confidence  in  the  present  worthy  chief  of  the  repub- 
lic, ia  whom  the  country  has  placed  its  hopes  with  juat  cause ;  for  to  suspect 
a  man  who,  dnring  the  last  revolution  of  three  years,  led  the  people  in  triumph 
tn  [be  glorious  conquest  of  the  aacred  principle  of  legality,  would  be  to  com- 
mit a  crime. 

To  show  that  the  people  of  Chiapas  are  grateful,  and  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate the  virtues  of  uie  well-beloved  citizen  ^  to  prove  to  the  enemies  of  the 
coontry  that  the  heroic  example  set  by  the  chief  of  the  republic  will  always 
be  seconded  with  enthusiasm  by  the  simple  but  brave  people  who  will  defend 
tbeir  rights  and  liberties  at  the  cost  of  every  sacrifice ;  to  demoustrate  to  the 
ambitious,  who  think  themselves  necessary  to  the  government,  that  the  people 
are  not  now  what  tboy  were  in  common  revolutionary  times,  when  common 
peraona,  such  as  Santa  Anna,  contended  for  power,  we  will  let  them  know,  once 
for  all,  that  the  people  think,  judge,  reward,  and  punish  ;  that,  taught  by  the 
eiperience  of  the  long  civil  war  to  distinguish  sincerity  from  hypocrisy,  they 
have  learned  what  is  true  patnotiam,  and  have  determined  to  estimate  it  prop- 
erly by  suitable  rewords,  and  have  learned  the  false  machinations  of  ambition, 
to  despise  them  and  punish  them. 

The  following  documents  show  the  tmtb  of  all  this,  as  our  readers  will  be 
pleased  to  find  : 

Opfice  of  tub  Ootbrnor  and  Kiutary  Commander 

OF  THB  Statu  of  Chiapas. 

Comitan,  March  6,  1866. 
The  commander  of  the  eastern  line  wrote  to  the  governor  and  military  com- 
mander of  the  State,  on  the  1st  of  February,  as  follows :  "A  serious  question 
has  arisen  in  the  country  and  beyond  it ;  citizen  Benito  Juarez,  as  constitu- 
tional President  of  the  republic,  on  the  6th  of  November  last  continued  bis 
duties  as  such,  as  you  will  see  by  the  encloaed  decree  in  the  official  bulletin, 
No.  29.  It  is  said  that  General  Jeaus  Gonzalez  Ortega  protested  against  the 
decree  while  in  the  United  States,  aa  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice, 
v'hich  capacity  is  not  accorded  to  him  by  citizen  Juarez,  aa  yon  will  see  in  the 
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excoptional  circn instance e  m  which  the  present  foreign  war  has  placed  ttip  na- 
tion prevents  an  election  of  a  sHpremo  roHgietrate  to  rule  the  destinies  of  the 
connlry  eccording  to  the  cor.etitntion,  and  though  the  opinion  is  already  formed 
at  headqunrterB  in  favor  of  the  existing  order  of  things,  because  it  believes  that 
citizen  Benito  Jnarez  haa  a  right  to  the  presidency  by  virtne  of  his  first  elec- 
tion, in  accordance  with  our  actual  lawe,  yet  it  wisbee  to  know  the  opinion  of 
the  eastern  line  in  the  affair;  and  therefore  I  addreae  myself  to  you,  to  have 
the  vote  taken,  in  ihe  manner  you  think  most  proper,  of  all  good  Mexicani 
found  in  the  jurisdiction  of  your  worthy  command,  and  report  to  me  if  it  con- 
forms to  my  opinion,  for  my  information  and  conseqaent  action."  I  communi- 
cate this  to  you  by  BUpretne  command,  for  your  information  and  that  of  anthori- 
ties  under  you,  to  whom  you  will  make  it  known,  that  they  may  act  as  their 
conscience  dictates  for  the  true  intercBts  and  general  good  of  the  country. 

Country  and  liberty! 

RAMIREZ.  • 

The  Civil  Chief  and  Military  Commandsr 

of  the  Dcparfment  of . 

(The  rest  of  the  pamphlet  contains  the  resolutions  of  corporations,  leanted 
societies,  and  popular  meetings  in  nine  different  departments  of  the  State  of 
Chiapas,  ayiproving  the  decree  of  the  8lh  of  November  extending  the  presiden- 
tial term  of  office.  The  form  of  these  resolations  has  been  freqoently  translated 
in  former  communications  to  this  department.) 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
The  acts  are  from  the  following  corporations  : 
No.    1.  Supreme  court  of  the  State  of  Chiapas,  San  Cristobal  las  Casas,  March 

18.  1866. 
No.    2.  Literary  University  of  the  same  State,  San  Cristobal  las  Casas,  March 
10,  1866. 

Depaitmenl  of  Comitan. 

No.    3.  Political  and  military  command  of  the  department  of  Comitan,  Comitan, 

March  10,  1866. 
No.    4.  Military  command  of  the  department  of  Comitan,  Comitan,  Mareh  6> 

1866. 
No.    5.  Aynntamiento  of  the  department  of  San  Bartolom^  de  los  Llanos, 

Mareh  13,  1866. 
No.    6.  Political  command  of  the  same  department,  Mareh  31,  1866. 
No.    7.  Aynntamiento  of  Zapalnta,  March  19,  1866. 
No.    8.  Aynntamiento  of  Zocollenango,  Mareh  15,  I86G. 
No.    9.  Political  command  of  Zocollenango,  March  15,  1866. 
No.  10.  Court  of  the  department  of  Comitan,  April  7,  1866. 

Department  of  San  Cristobal. 
No.  11.  Aynntamiento  of  San  Cristobal  las  Casas,  Mareh  14,  1666. 
No.  12.  First  battaliou  of  Chiapas,  San  Cristobal  las  Casas,  March  14,  IS66. 
No.  13.  Aynntamiento  of  Teopisco,  Mareh  13,  1866. 
No.  14.  Ayuntamiento  of  San  Juan  Bautista  Cbamula,  Mareh  13,  1866. 
No.  15,  Aynntamiento  of  San  Lorenzo  Zinocantan,  March  21,  1866. 
No.  16.  Aynntamiento  of  Amatenango,  March  16,  1866. 
No.  L7.  Criminal  conrt  of  San  Cristobal  las  Casas,  April  3,  1866. 
No.  18.  Court  of  San  Pedro  Chenalko,  March  17,  1866. 
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No.  19.  Court  of  Hoertan,  March  6,  1S66. 

No.  20.  Gourta  of  Santa  Uaria  Ma^aleaa,  March  30,  1866. 

No.  21.  Courts  of  Santa  Marta,  March  30,  186(1. 

Department  o/"  Ckiapat. 

No.  82.  Aynntaraiento  of  Chiapas  city,  March  14,  1866. 
No.  S3.  Conn  of  the  department  of  Chiapas.  March  2-5,  1866. 

Department  of  Tuxtla  Gtitierreg. 
No.  24.  Ayuntamiento  of  Tuxtla  Gntien-es  city.  March  14,  1866. 
No.  25.  Military  and  political  command  of  the  department,  March  14,  1866. 
No.  26.  Court  of  the  county  of  Tuxtla  Gutierres,  March  31,  1866. 
No.  27.  Ayuntamiento  of  OcOBOcnaiitla,  March  24,  1866. 
No.  23.  Courta  of  Ocoaocuantln,  March  24,  1866. 
No.  29.  Ayuntamiento  of  Zintalapa,  March  27,  1866.  ' 
No.  30.  Ayuntamiento  of  Tomala  city,  March  26,  1866. 
No.  31.  Court  of  the  Ti>mala  county,  M^rch  20,  1666. 
No.  32.  Ayuntamiento  of  Mapaaiepec,  April  5,  1866, 
No.  33.  AyaQtamiento  of  Figigiappa,  March  31,  1866, 

Departmettt  of  Simo^ovel. 
No.  34.  Political  and  military  command  of  department,  March  19,  1866. 
No.  35.  Ayuntamiento  of  San  Joan,  March  18,  1866. 
No.  36.  Court  of  Simojovel  county,  March  17,  1866. 
No.  37.  AyunUmiento  of  San  Juan  Bautista  Istobol,  March  17,  1SG6. 
No.  38.  Ayuntamiento  of  Simojovel,  March  17,  1866. 

Department  of  Pichncalco 
No.  39.  Political  and  military  command  of  the  department,  March  27,  1S66. 
No.  40.  Ayuntamiento  of  Pichucaico,  March  27,  1866. 
No.  41.  Court  of  the  department,  March  28,  1866. 
•  No.  42.  Courts  of  the  city  of  Pichucaico,  March  31,  1866. 

Deparlmene  of  Soconvieo. 
No.  43.  Ayuntamiento  of  Zapachula,  March  28,  1866. 
No.  44.  Political  and  military  command  of  Zapachula,  March  28,  1866. 
No.  45.  Ayuntamiento  of  Tuxtla  Ghico  city,  March  25,  1866. 

Department  of  Chilon. 
No.  46.  Political  and  military  command  of  the  department,  Ocoziogo  city,  March 

8,  1866. 
No.  47.  Ayuntamiento  of  Chiloo,  April  11,  1866. 

Department  of  Palenque. 
No.  48.  Ayuntamiento  of  Palenqne,  April  13,  1866. 
No.  49.  Ayuntamiento  of  San  Jos^,  Gataaapa  city,  April  14,  1666. 


[EDcIognre  No.  3.] 

Tie  goeemor  of  the  State  of  Chiapas  to  tie  citizen*  qftke  Slate. 

Fbllow-citizb\S:  The  supreme  government  of  the  republic  having  issued 

the  decree  of  November  8,  by  which  the  powers  of  the  actual  President — the 

citizen  Benito  Juarez — are  continued  until  a  conatitutional  election  of  the  person 

who  can  Bubstitnte  him  can  be  held,  the  government  of  this  State  has  accepted 
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it  vithont  any  objection;  convincedi  as  I  feel,  of  the  legal  fbandation  npon 
whicb  it  is  based,  of  tlie  urgent  necessity  wbich  autborizes  it,  and  that,  in  the 
dietreeaing  circntn stances  tbrongb  wbich  tbe  nation,  is  now  pasaing.  it  was  sot 
possible  to  act  otherwise  without  sacrificing  tbe  interests  of  tne  public  cause,  to 
prescribe  political  forma  eatabliaheil  for  normal  timea  of  peace.  Far  from  this, 
and  owing  to  the  iniijuttona  war  made  againat  the  republic  we  have  to  act  aolelj 
inspired  hj  aentimenta  of  patriotiam,  tbe  onlj  h'opelef);  to  the  nation  in  the  fear 
fat  ordeal  she  has  now  to  undergo. 

Nevertheleaa,  if  there  are  any  doubts,  any  distrust  as  to  the  legality  of  the 
acts  of  the  first  magistrate  of  the  nation,  these  ought  to  disappear  before  tbe  ex- 
plicit and  unanimous  manifestation  of  the  people ;  and  tbe  people,  tree  from  any 
compulsion,  have  proclaimed  his  permanency  in  power  until  tbe  causes  whid 
gave  occai^ion  to  the  decree  thns  sanctioned  have  ceased  to  exist,  for  they  reepect 
more  the  subatance  than  tbe  form,  more  tbe  spirit  than  the  letter  of  oar  insti- 
tutions 

Yon,  Ghiapanecos,  in  tbe  midst  of  the  stormy  crisis  we  have  traveraed.  yon 
have  been  faithful  to  the  cause  of  our  independence  and  to  tbe  illustrions  genins 
who  baa  guided  with  firmness  the  destinies  oi  the  magnanimous  people  which 
will  elevate  him  for  his  virtues  to  tbe  highest  power,  giving  thus  the  best  and 
most  nnmislakable  proof  of  their  fidelity  and  good  sense,  for  tbe  good  of  the 
conntry — for  your  own  good.  Follow,  then,  that  path  of  honor  and  glory,  and 
your  conduct  will  always  find  imitators,  and  your  acts  will  make  a  brilliant  page 
in  tbe  history  of  the  present  war, 

Ghiapanecos,  an  admirer  of  your  noble  conduct  in  the  bitter  days  of  misfor 
tune  and  trial  of  our  beloved  country,  I  shall  always  regard  that  condnet  as  a 
model  of  virtue — a  sublime  example  worthy  of  imitation.  Live,  then,  for  you 
country.  Let  ber  triumph  be  the  object  of  your  constant  efforts  and  sacrifices. 
Thus  you  will  fulfil  the  duties  which  God  has  imposed  upon  yon,  and  tbos  yaa 
will  leave  to  your  children  a  free  country  worthy  of  being  inherited. 

JOSE  PANTALEON  DOMINGUEZ. 

TUXTLA  GUTIERBEB,  Aj/ril  12,  18G6. 

With  simplicity  have  tbe  documents  here  printed  been  written,  but  with  sin- 
cerity also.  Tbe  frank  and  spontaneoua  expression  of  a  people  who  sanction 
with  their  will  the  decree  of  November  8  is  registered  in  them,  asking  the  per- 
manency of  tbe  illustrious  citizen  Don  Benito  Juarez  in  tbe  presidency  of  tbe 
republic  for  tbe  whole  time  during  the  critical  situation  brought  about  by  the 
foreign  war. 

The  people  of  Chiapaa  have  pledged  themselves  to  die  defending  tbe  flag  of 
the  conntry  carried  aloft  by  the  firm  hand  of  the  President.  They  will  keep  to 
their  pledge  in  spite  of  all  the  obstacles  that  the  enemy  may  oppose,  in  spite  of 
the  miserable  ambition  of  some  bad  Mexicans,  because  the  people  of  Chiapaa 
love  with  faith,  with  enthusiasm. 

Liberty  and  independence ! 


No.  111. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  op  Statr, 

Wathinglon,  Korembrr  9,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  1st  instant,  containing  various  acts  passed  in  the  State  of  Gbiapas.  in  thr 
Kexican  republic,  recognizing  the  legality  and  expediency  of  the  decrees  issued 
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on  Uie  8Ui  of  last  November,  hj  tbn  government  of  Sfexico,  in  one  of  which  the 
duration  of  the  term  of  office  of  the  President  of  that  republic  was  extended  until 
a  pnbtie  election  could  take  place. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasioa  to  renew  to  you  the  ttseurances  of  my  most 
diitingDiebed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Don  SI.  Ro.mebo,  ifc.,  Ifs.,  ^. 


Mr,  Romero  to  Mr.  Seioard. 
[TiMulatioD.] 
Hesican  Lboatios  in  the  TJnitbd  States  op  America, 

Wiuhingtim,  NoMmher  21,  1866. 
Mr.  Sbcrrtary;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  Tor  the  information  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  in  the  annexed  index,  some 
of  which,  taken  from  the  official  paper  of  the  Mexican  government,  show  the 
adhesion  of  several  States  of  the  republic  to  the  decree  of  the  8th  of  November, 
1865,  declaring  the  continuance  of  the  presidential  term  till  a  new  election  can 
late  place.  1  think  proper  to  call  your  attention,  in  a  special  manner,  to  let- 
ters addressed  to  me  on  that  subject  by  Mr.  Bias  Bruaual  and  Mr.  Domingo  F. 
Samiento.  One  is,  aa  you  are  aware,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  Veuemela  to  this  country,  and  the  other  is  a  miaister  of  the  same 
rank  from  the  Argentine  Republic,  and  accredited  to  this  government. 
Tbeir  letters  you  will  find  among  the  annexed  documents. 
These  distinguished  South  American  statesmen,  of  acknowledged  enlighten- 
ment, who  cannot  he  suspected  of  mean  interests — for  they  have  nothing  to  hope 
or  fear  from  Mexico,  or  any  other  desire,  than  the  success  of  the  American 
caoie  at  large — agree  upon  the  convenience  and  necessity  of  extending  the 
presidential  term  till  a  new  election  can  take  place. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurance  of  my 
moit  distingnished  consideration. 

M.  BOMERO. 

Hon.  WlLLI.\M  H.  SbWABD,  \c.,  !fC.,  IfC. 
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Ltdex  ofdocuitienU  lent  by  the  Mexican  Irgation  in  Vra*?iitigion  to  the  Depart- 
ment  of  State  of  the  United  Slate*,  iBilh,  the  note  of  thi*  date,  in  rdalitm  Iv 
the  decreet  of  the  8lA  of  November.  1865. 


March  4 

July      9 
April   ]3 


Tho  governor  of  the  SUIe  of  TnbBflCO  sends  the  mioisler  of  relatioiu  the  net 

of  adheeion  of  the  cilf  of  Sa,n  Juan  Duutisla  to  the  decrees  of  the  6th  <if 

November,  lUtia. 
Act  to  which  the  forc|;oii]|;  note  refers. 

Reply  of  the  deportment  of  relations  la  the  ^vomor  of  Tabasco. 
The  consul  of  the  republic  io  San  Francisco,  California,  comiannicalcs  to 

the  department  of  relations  a  note  from  the  governor  of  the  Stale  of  ChU- 

pas.  reporting  the  adhesion  of  that  goTemmcnt  to  the  decrees  of  the  ;ili 

of  November,  1H65. 
The  goretnor  of  tho  State  of  Guerrero  to  the  consul  in  San  FTaDciaoo.  Ciili- 

fornia,  asking  him  to  forward  the  adhesion  of  that  Stale  to  the  decrees  if 

the  8th  November,  JtWS,  to  the  general  government. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Bias  Bnizual,  envoj  eilraordinsry  and  mmisler  plenipo- 
tentiary of  Venezuela,  accredited  lo  the  govenment  of  the  Uniled  Staler, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Romero,  stating  his  opinion  that  the  fiinclionatle! 
elected  by  the  people  in  Mexico  onsht  to  contiouo  in  the  dischargi;  of 
their  duties  till  a  new  etecUoD  can  take  place. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Domingo  F.  Sarmieuto,  cnvoj  eitraordiikarj  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  the  Argentine  republic,  accredited  to  the  governinFiil 
of  the  United  States,  addressed  lo  Mr.  Romero,  expressing  his  opinimi 
■bat  the  President  of  Uoxico  ought  to  continue  the  execution  of  his  duiicj 
(ill  a  new  election  can  lake  place. 

Mr.  Romero's  auswer  to  the  above  letter. 


r,  JVocsmicr  St,  1866. 


lONO.  lURISCAL,  Stcnurj. 


San  Juan  Baiitista,  3farch  17,  1866. 
I  bave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  department  the  original  act  expressing 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  this  capital  in  regard  to  the  decree  isened  hy  ifae 
supreme  magistrate  of  the  republic  on  the  8tli  of  last  November.     Have  ibe 
kindness  to  mnlie  it  known  to  the  worthy  mngistrate  who  so  success  full  j  and 
constantly  rules  the  destinies  of  the  republic,  and  assure  him  that  the  acntiiiieat^ 
of  this  goTornment  and  of  the  people  of  Tabasco  in  general  accord  with  his. 
Accept,  therefoie,  the  sincere  asseverations  of  my  profound  respect  and  esteem. 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

G.  MENDEZ. 
The  Minister  op  Forbion  Bblations  a\d  Govkrnmbnt 

of  the  Republic,  Paso  del  Norte. 
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[Enclosure  No  ?.] 

Am  act  draum  vp  in  tie  city  of  Fan  Juan  BautU/a,  capital  of  the  State  of 
Tabaico,  ix  support  of  the  dterttt  of  the  ^th  of  Noi-ember,  1865,  prolonging 
tie  pretidenliai  term  of  citizen  Benito  Juarez. 

In  the  city  of  San  Juan  BantUla,  of  Tabaeco,  on  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
1S66,  the  people  of  the  capital  aasemblud  at  the  aummoaa  of  tlie  civil  governor 
tnd  military  commander  of  the  State,  to  say  if  they  accept  or  not  the  prolong- 
juion  of  the  presidential  term  decreed  at  El  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber Iwt,  by  citizen  Beuito  Juarez,  conatitutional  President  of  tlie  United  States 
of  Meiico ;  and  having  proposed,  in  order  to  make  the  act  regular,  tliat  a  pres- 
ident and  secretary  he  named,  liie  citizen  governor  was  elected  by  acclamation 
ta  the  first  place,  and  citizen  Juan  R.  dc  la  Rosa  to  the  second. 

The  decree  having;  been  read,  and  all  citizens  present  having  manifested  their 
vill  to  be  iu  favor  of  the  continuation  of  the  presidential  functions  of  the  citizen 
B«Dito  Juarez,  the  following  resolutions  were  imaniuiously  adopted : 

1.  The  people  of  the  capital  of  the  State  of  Tabai>co  support  with  all  their 
rill,  and  all  tlteir  force,  the  decree  issued  on  the  8lh  of  November,  1S65,  by 
eilizeo  Benito  Juarez,  prolonging  the  presidential  term  till  the  circumstances  of 
tbe  nation  can  enable  a  new  election  of  some  one  \a  succeed  him ;  and  the 
people  of  Tabasco,  in  consequence,  acknowledge  no  other  legitimate  authority 
than  that  now  exercised  by  citizen  Benito  Juarez. 

3.  The  same  people  of  the  capital  of  Tabasco  give  a  vote  of  supreme  confi- 
dence in  citizen  Benilo  Jnarez  for  the  abnegation  and  constancy  with  which  he 
liaa  defended  tbe  independence  and  nntonomy  of  the  nation. 

And  io  this  act  concludes,  and  is  signed  by  the  present  citizens,  with  me,  tbe 
secretary,  which  I  certify. 


G.  Mendez. 

U.  M.  ^[oreDO. 

Coroelio  Castillo. 

Lawyer  Mariano  Pedreaa. 

Frwicisco  de  P.  Aguilar. 

Francisco  Vidana. 

Joato  F.  Santa  Anna. 

Thomas  Fell  ices. 

Carlos  Ccbada. 

P.  P.  Rosado. 

J.  M.  de  Codes. 

Filomeno  Lopez  de  Aguado. 

Lawyer  Rafael  Oviedo. 

8-  G.  Sanaraz. 

P.  A  Paillet. 

Isidro  Delgado. 

Carlos  Moguel. 

M.  Payan  Ortiz. 

Mateo  Trinierete. 

Felipe  Gonzales, 

J.  M,  Carrebino. 

Manuel  Peralea. 

P.  Sosa  Barboea. 

Antouio  M.  Heniaadez. 

Ignacio  Mayo. 

libnrcio  D,  Vasquez. 

Oliverio  Figiieroa. 

Vicente  Damas. 


Victoriano  Peres. 
Juan  Morales. 
Juan  de  la  C.  Torres 
Ventura  Gallardo. 
Ricardo  Fiiia. 
Trinidad  de  Sevilla. 
Antonio  Gonzales. 
Jose  M.  Porgani. 
Damaep  Jesus. 
Felipe  Lazaro. 
Felipe  I.  de  Lopez. 
Juan  A.  Prado. 
Amado  Morales. 
J.  Medrano. 
Florentino  Camacbo. 
Ponciauii  do  la  Torre, 
llanuel  Laray  Marchena. 
Tranquilino  Perez. 
Urbane  Notario. 
J.  EuBtachio  Chapus. 
Jose  Jesus  Garcia. 
Joeu  de  la  Rosa  Coutretas. 
Eligio  Meadoza. 
Nicolas  Mendoza. 
Manuel  U.  Olan. 
Pedro  Fuentes. 
Satumo  Gcronimo. 
Toribio  Oaorio. 
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Leon  A.  Torres. 
Mannel  M.  Lombardioi. 
Marcel  ino  Garza. 
Prisciliano  Jimenez. 
Lawyer  Joed  M.  Burelo. ' 
Emeteria  False. 
Isidore  Alfaro. 
Feliciano  A.  Gae. 
J.  Loagino  Diaz. 
Anastasio  Arjoaa. 
Manuel  O.  Fuentes 
H.  Silenciario  Rodrigaez. 
Timoteo  Sanchez. 
Eatanislao  Jimenez. 
Joaquin  Garcia. 
A.  Martinez  Alarini. 
Nicolas  Herrera  Morales. 
Manuel  Mayo, 
Felix  A.  Diaz. 
Antonio  Diaz. 
Bernabe  Ganto. 
Juan  db  la  Rosa,  Secretary. 


Benigno  Mondragon. 
Francisco  Jeeits. 
Gregorio  Capido. 
Hilario  Aria^. 
J.  Sanl6cae  Perez. 
Pablo  CasUldi. 
Jo9i5  M  Garcia. 
Vicente  Jimenez. 
Alejandro  Loreto. 
Tranqvilino  de  la  Rosa. 
Job6  Eusenio  Garcia. 
Nicolas  Hemiindez. 
Hermenegildo  Ctiavea. 
8.  Isaac  Martinez. 
Feruando  Lozano. 
Genobio  Jimenez. 
Casiano  Gomez. 
Josi^  Brandespin. 

And  one    hundred    and  sixty-three 
others. 


[Enclosure  No.  3. — Tr&nnlBitian.] 


With  fonr  despatch  of  tiie  17th  of  March  laet  yon  sent  me  the  act  drawn 
up  in  the  capital  of  jour  State,  manifesting  the  approbation  given  to  the  decree 
of  the  8th  of  November  last  declaring  the  prolongation  of  the  term  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  tlie  republic  till  the  circumstances  of  the  war  will  permit  a  new  cOD- 
etitntion&l  election.  As  expressed  in  the  decree,  it  was  issued  because  it  was 
thought  to  conform  to  the  spirit  and  provisions  of  the  constitution,  and  to  the 
will  of  the  Mexican  people.  The  citizen  President  jnstlj  sppreciatee  the  will 
of  all  the  signers  of  the  act,  not  only  because  it  is  spontaneous  and  the  vole  of 
free  citizens,  but  because  it  is  also  the  opinion  of  the  government,  as  well  as  of 
the  worthy  sons  of  Tabasco,  who  have  frequently  given  strong  proofs  of  their 
patriotism  in  this  war. 

Independence  and  liberty  1     Chihuahua,  July  9,  1866. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Citizen  Greoorio  Mbnukz, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Tabateo,  at  Satt  Juan  Bautitla. 


{  tlie  conBtitntional  f^ovemnieQt  of  the  Uuku 
del  Norte,  M«r3J,  1866.] 

DbPAKTMBNT  of   FoRKIUM   Bli[.ATIO\S   AHV   GoVBRNMBNT, 

CONSLLATB  OF  MEXICO   IX   SaN    FrANCISCO, 

San  Francitm,  April  13,  1866. 

3.  Fantaleon  Domingnez,  the  citizen  governor  of  the  State  of  Chiapas,  wrilM 
me  on  the  15th  of  February  as  follows ; 

"  Informed  of  the  contents  of  your  worthy  despatch  of  the  15th  of  December 
last,  and  of  the  decrees  issued  by  the  euprem^  government  of  the  republic  relative 
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lo  t]ie  prolongation  of  the  fUnctioDS  of  the  actnal  PresideDt,  and  to  the  respon- 
fibilitj  aseamed  by  cUizen  General  Jeans  G.  Ortega,  I  this  day  order  thia  cir- 
calation  and  pablication  in  the  Slate  under  my  command,  aud  that  they  be  mode 
knoim  to  the  citizen  goveroon  of  Tabasco  and  Vera  Cruz,  to  whom  I  also  send 
your  despatch  and  a  copy  of  the  letter  written  to  you  by  the  fiist  magiatrate  of 
tbe  nation.  In  coninunicatiug  this  information  to  you,  with  duo  reepect,  I  have 
the  honor  to  reproduce  to  you  the  vowa  of  my  singular  appreciation  and  con- 
■ideration." 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  tranaeribe  it  to  yon,  that  you  may  be  bo  good  as  to 
place  it  in  the  knowledge  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  republic. 

1  protest  to  you  the  aasnrancea  of  my  esteem  and  conBideration. 

JOS£  A.GODOr. 

Ci^zen  Sebastian  Lbbdo  db  Tbjada, 

Mmitltr  of  Foreign  Rttatiom  and  Oovenuaent,  at  Pato  del  Aor«. 


[Eoclosnn No.  5.] 

GOVRRNMBNT  OF  THB  STAT8  OP  GCBBRBBO. 

With  your  despatch  of  the  ISth  of  December  last  I  hare  this  day  receired 
two  decrees  issued  by  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic,  on  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber of  the  aame  year;  one  of  which  declarer  the  continuance  of  your  functions 
till  the  condition  of  the  war  may  permit  a  new  constitutional  election,  and  the 
other  that  there  is  cause  of  prosecution  agaioat  General  Jesua  G.  Ortega  for 
remaining  abruad  witb&ut  a  permit  from  the  supreme  government,  with  the  title 
of  general,  having  resigned  tne  place  as  president  of  the  supremecourt  of  justice; 
and  also  a  circular  issued  at  the  same  time,  explaining  thu  fundamental  causoa of 
the  issue  of  said  decrees,  with  the  copy  of  a  private  letter  from  the  citizen  Presi< 
dent  recommending  you  to  circulate  the  documents,  and  declaring  his  resolution 
to  consecrate  himself  as  ever  to  the  defence  of  national  independence,  under  all 
drcamstances  and  in  every  emergency. 

As  the  reasons  that  induced  the  supreme  government  to  issue  said  decrees  are 
fiplained  in  the  documents,  and  as  there  is  no  doubt  the  union  congress  has 
■uihorized  him  to  issue  the  decrees,  I  will  merely  say  to  you  that  this  govern- 
ment and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  agree  that  yoo  should  continue  in  the 
presidency  of  the  republic  on  the  said  terms,  aseoring  you  if  il  bad  been  other- 
wise it  would  have  caused  great  grief  in  the  State,  which  sees  the  principles  he 
defends  personified,  and  a  certain  triumph  of  the  republican  cause  in  the  well- 
deserving  citizen  who  has  displayed  so  much  constant  energy  in  the  defence  of 
the  inalienable  rights  of  the  country. 

I  beg  of  yon  to  make  this  known  to  the  supreme  government,  and  present  my 
thanks  for  the  patriotic  resolutions,  and  accept  for  yourself  my  distinguished 
esteem  and  consideration. 

Independence  and  liberty  I     La  Providenza,  March  8,  18G6. 

D.  ALVABEZ. 

JoSft   A.   GODOY, 

Connl  of  the  RtpitbUe  in  San  Francitco,  California. 


[Enclosnre  No.  6.] 

New  York,  May  31, 1866. 
EtiTBRMBi)  Sir  and  Friend  :  Before  leaving  Washington  a  few  days  ago, 
you  asked  my  opinion  abont  what  should  be  done  iu  case  the  constitutional 
elections  cannot  hike  place  iu  Mexico,  on  account  of  the  occupation  of  muiy  of 
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the  towne  by  the  enemy  tbat  Iirh  invfidcd  the  Tepnblic.     I  will  aoBwer  in  i  few 
vonls,  for  the  question  eeems  very  plain  to  me. 

The  Mexican  constitution,  like  nil  democratic  conetitntionB,  conniau  of  two 
principal  parte :  one  establiitheB  the  authority  and  manner  of  executing  it,  and 
the  other  the  periodical  renovation  of  national  official  functions.  If  the  nalinn 
is  prevented  from  effecting  the  latter  by  vis  major,  it  ie  not  excused  from  obeying 
the  functionaries  constitutionally  elected  to  carry  on  the  government ;  and  tho^ 
functionaries  are  not  excused  from  tlieir  duties  because  the  nation  is  prevenled 
Jrom  complying  with  the  precepts  nf  the  constitntioD  for  their  Buccessioa. 

For  this  reRsnn  I  think  the  present  functionaries  of  the  republic  ought  in 
continue  in  olEce  as  long  sa  the  nation  is  disabled  from  relieving  them,  accord- 
ing lo  the  dispneilions  of  the  fundamental  law. 

To  think  iidversely  would  be  believing  in  national  disaolntion,  because  an 
elective  formula  could  not  take  place ;  it  would  be  believing  the  constitation 
could  aid  the  invader  by  displacing  the  functionaries  called  to  represent  it  and 
defend  it  against  exterior  attack. 

So  far  from  thinking  the  present  functionaries,  chosen  by  popular  election, 
ought  to  retire  from  tbeir  psots  before  the  natiou  could  relieve  them,  I  think  tliil 
natural  law  obligeB  them  to  continue  in  the  diech&rge  of  their  public  duties,  the 
continuation  of  which  is  prescribed  by  the  supreme  law  of  self-preservation. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  authority  of  the  high  I'uDctionaries  chosen  by 
popular  election  ought  to  consider  tbeir  offices  continued  tilt  the  nation  is  in 
u  courlition  to  relieve  tbem;  and  so  the  Presidentof  the  United  States  of  Mexico 
ought  to  declai'C  by  virtue  of  the  power  conferred  upou  him  by  the  last  nattooal 
congress.  . 

ThuB  I  answer  your  question,  and  subscribe  myself  your  obedient  servant, 

13.  BKUZUAL 

Mr  Matias  Romero. 

WashinoTON,  Noventber  21,  1866. 

A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secrttary. 


[Encloaure  No.  7.J 

Nbw  York,  Kooembtr  IG,  1S66.    • 

Dbak  Sir:  With  the  greatest  diffidence,  by  means  of  this  letter,  I  comply 
with  your  request  to  state  in  writing  my  opinion  in  regard  to  General  Orregt's 
protest  aB  president  of  the  snpremb  court  ot  justice  against  the  decrees  of  Juarei 
prolonging  bis  presidential  l«rm  till  a  new  election  can  take  place.  My  want  of 
confidence  proceeds  from  the  fact  that  most  of  our  constitutions  contain  dispo«i' 
lions  that  have  no  precedents  in  those  that  have  acquired  an  established  juri^ 
prudence  by  sanction  of  time,  and  I  run  a  risk  of  venturing  solutions  to  practical 
questions,  that  may  be  deemed  fnr>  ign,  because  the  case  in  question  is  so  etrauge. 

It  ifl  much  to  he  desired,  if  Mciico  recoveis  her  usurped  territory,  to  hiive 
her  constitution  remodelled  after  those  that  have  been  tested  in  various  counlriei, 
80  that  in  cases  like  the  present  there  may  be  sources  and  authoriiie*  to  give 
antecedents  and  principles  to  satisfy  the  public  conscience. 

The  present  condition  of  Mexico  is  a  sad  one!  Just  on  the  point  of  sbakln; 
off  the  foreign  incubus,  with  two  public  powers  ditFering  in  tbeir  understanding 
of  an  article  of  the  constitution,  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  Sames  of  another 
civil  war!  Is  it  not  to  be  feired  that  honest  ciiiieiis  may  embrace  ona  or  ilis 
other  party  without  reflection,  or  as  they  may  interpret  the  constitution  according 
to  their  personal  interests,  or  for  the  reuovatiou  of  public  powers! 

It  is  not  the  only  country  of  Spanish  America  that  ia  disputing  about  ccuetila- 
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tioniil  righta,  obscnred  by  want  of  plain  rules  that  have  given  rise  to  dvil  ware 
and  deplorable  revolntioni. 

For  thia  reaeon  it  ia  very  necessary  to  fix  thn  cnnBtitntional  diiipositionB  in 
3feiico,  by  means  of  an  esplanation  of  its  principles;  and  to  this  end  I  wish  to 
conlribnte  the  following  brief  con ei derations  : 

All  couflcitutions  fix  a  limit  to  llie  extent  of  the  dispositions  that  tend  to 
insure  the  exercise  of  individnal  rights,  and  it  is  the  preservation  of  the  thing 
coDstitnted  the  state,  the  nation.  No  disposition  relating  to  a  private  interest, 
or  right,  can  endanger  the  preservation  of  the  whole  ;  and,  therefore,  when  it  is 
decreed  that  the  sessions  of  congress  shall  be  public — for  the  people  have  the 
privilege  to  know  the  reasons  for  law — it  ia  provided  they  may  be  secret  when- 
ever reasons  of  public  convenience  require  it.  It  is  the  same  with  tltc  first  light 
of  man,  hia  personal  liberty,  which  is  guaranteed  to  him  by  the  constitution 
whenever  it  is  suspended  without  sufficient  canse  according  to  law ;  hut  it  is 
fHovided  that  in  cases  of  insurrection  or  invasion,  when  public  security  requires 
it,  the  person  arrested  shall  not  be  informed  of  the  cause  of  his  arrest. 

England  and  the  United  States  acknowledge  these  limitations,  and  others  too 
numerous  to  mention,  to  rights  acquired  by  time  at  the  cost  of  immense  sacri- 
fices. Public  safety,  now  threatened  in  Mexico,  must,  therefore,  be  the  test,  as 
long  as  the  present  situation  continues,  to  prove  the  intrinsic  value,  of  secondary 
dispositions.  The  periodical  change  of  the  executive  prevents  the  establish Rieut 
of  a  despotism  from  habit  or  force ;  but  this  precaution,  laudable  in  peace  times, 
in  case  of  insurrection  or  invasion  must  be  subordinate  to  the  safety  of  the  nation 
by  means  of  force.  As  the  part  of  the  country  that  is  free  is  under  martial  law, 
and  the  rest  held  by  the  enemy,  the  provisions  for  changing  authorities  eae  null, 
as  they  cannot  be  executed. 

The  constitution  of  Mexico  disposes  that  the  president  of  the  judicial  power 
ihall  execute  the  duties  of  the  executive,  in  its  default ;  and  in  thia  particalar  it 
differs  from  the  other  American  republics,  that  confer  the  power  upon  the  head 
of  the  legislature. 

The  spiritof  that  disposition  is  easy  to  understand  ;  it  intended  to  place  power 
in  the  h^ds  of  an  official  who  could  have  no  interest  in  party  questions,  so  that 
he  could  exercise  no  influence  on  the  free  vote  of  the  people. 

The  existence  of  a  president  of  the  supreme  court  supposes  a  fixed  residence 
ia  the  capital,  in  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  Would  the  constitution  make 
a  president  of  the  court  that  had  no  court  to  preside  over,  or  no  fixed  residence 
in  the  place  where  the  court  ought  to  meet  t  Is  it  a  personal  right  granted  to 
that  functionary  by  the  people,  like  that  conferred  upon  the  vice-president  T  No. 
The  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  exercises  his  functions  in  a  locality 
desigoated  by  the  constitution.  His  name  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  office ; 
whereas,  in  case  of  the  president  and  vice-president,  the  name  is  everything. 
From  this  simple  and  rational  principle,  we  ask :  Gnu  there  be  a  pre^idunt  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Mexico  residing  in  New  York,  New  Orleans,  or  anywhere  in 
the  United  States  1  Can  the  supremo  court  emigrate  and  act  outside  his  juris- 
diction T  Can  a  simple  justice  of  the  peace  in  Mataraoraa  cross  the  Rio  Grairdc, 
order  arrests,  and  impose  fines  in  the  territory  of  the  jurisdiction  he  has  aban- 
doned I 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  to  be  always  found  at  his 
post,  by  the  notary,  who  informs  him  of  causes  under  hia  jurisdiction.  If  he  is 
not  found,  aud  it  is  known  that  he  has  left  the  country,  the  fact  must:  be  made 
known,  so  as  to  show  the  place  ia  vacant,  for  his  functions  cannot  follow  him 
oat  of  bis  jnrie diction. 

If  there  be  a  constitutional  point  solemnly  recognized,  it  ia  certainly  that  the 
place  ia  vacated  when  the  functionary  moves  oat  of  hia  jurisdiction.  The  right 
of  governing  England  belongs  to  a  family,  and  is  hereditary  by  the  laws  of  sue- 
cession ;  and  yet,  when  James  the  second  left  the  cotmtry,  going  beyond  the 
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limits  of  hia  kingdom,  and  not  called  out  b;  doty.  Parliament  declared  tbe  throne 
racant,  and  did  not  coll  bis  encccBBor  to  fiU  it,  because  be  was  the  heir  of  a 
deceased  father,  aad  not  the  beir  of  aa  abeont  pereon.  If,  then,  a  king  ceases 
to  be  Buch  by  absenting  himself  from  bis  country,  can  a  judge,  who  haa  not 
officiated  for  years,  and  is  living  out  of  tbe  country,  coDtinne  to  he  judge  T 

I  must  here  call  attention  to  an  observation  I  have  previously  made,  namely, 
tbat  tbe  person  called  by  tbe  Mexican  constitution  to  exercise  in  certain  cases  a 
kind  of  regency  is  tbe  president  of  the  judicial  power,  and  not  the  legislative  head, 
as  in  most  other  republics.  That  is  to  say,  an  employ^  whose  duties  are  con- 
fined to  tbe  seat  of  government  cannot  be  govei'nor  of  a  state,  general  in  the 
army,  a  traveller  abroad,  or  an  ambassador,  without  resigniag  bis  judgeship,  the 
busineBB  of  which  confines  him  daily  to  his  duties.  Perhaps  you  ask,  but  what 
has  this  constitutional  disposition  to  do  with  General  Ortega,  who  appears  to  have 
an  office  abroad  1  '  Now  come  the  considerations  tbat  ebow  the  danger  to  the 
safety  of  the  country  of  offices  held  out  of  it.  Tbe  person  ie  exposed  to  the  in- 
fluences of  a  foi  eign  state,  wbicb  he  may  use  to  tbe  injury  of  his  coautry,  as 
is  shown  in  tbe  present  case.     General  Urtega  finds  himself  restricted  in  his 

Eretensions  by  tbe  policy  of  tbe  United  States,  tbat  favor  Juarez.  If  we  admit 
iro  to  any  legitimate  right  to  the  presidency,  we  must  confess  that  the  dignity 
of  the  republic  has  been  taroisbed  by  bis  imprisonment.  If  we  take  the  opposite, 
and  suppose  him  fuvored  hy  tbe  United  States,  we  would  have  a  President  of 
Mexico  under  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  and  recognised  by  a  strong  neighboi  nving 
bim  hospitality,  and  acting  in  the  interests  of  a  country  that  might  not  uirays 
be  the  interests  of  Mexico. 

These  considerations  seem  to  me  to  be  of  great  weight  in  aulving  the  disposi- 
tions of  tbe  constitution. 

It  is  not  now  proposed  to  bold  an  election,  for  it  is  impossible.  No  tyranny  is 
to  be  put  down ;  all  tbat  is  to  be  done  is  to  continue  to  resist  foreign  iovaBioii ; 
and  to  succeed  in  this,  the  person  who  began  it  must  remain  in  of&ce,  and  thlt 
course  is  dictated  by  common  sense.  "Don't  swap  horses  in  crossing  tbe  atreaio," 
Baid  Mr.  Lincoln,  in  accordance  with  popular  opinion  that  re-elected  bim  to  the 
presidency,  so  as  not  to  derange  tbe  machinery  of  war,  which  is  tbe  executive. 

Taking  advantage  of  the  actual  fact.  General  Ortega's  high  military  qualities 
do  not  improve  the  present  situation ;  to  do  ibat,  it  must  be  so  expreased  by 
election,  or  we  must  suppose  that  a  chief  justice  is  expected  lO'poBsesB  military 
qualities.  But  tbe  constitution  does  not  mnke  General  Ortega  regent ;  it  appoints 
to  that  office  whomsoever  is  president  of  tbe  supreme  court ;  and  the  only  person 
who  cannot  be  and  ought  not  to  be  called  to  the  presidency  of  tbe  republic  by 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  while  tbe  country  is  struggling  for  independence 
against  a  foreign  power,  is  tbe  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  who  is 
supposed  to  be  versed  in  the  laws,  to  be  just  in  his  decisions,  but  not  skilled  in 
arms  to  defend  with  tbe  sword  his  threatened  country.  Most  likely  Mexico  is 
tbe  only  country  in  tbe  world  where  a  general  is  chief  justice.  If  events  should 
make  it  desirable  to  have  military  men  as  judges,  the  constitution  would  bo  vio- 
lated, and  its  intention  frustrated,  for  tbe  judge  was  to  be  a  man  having  no 
party  prejudices ;  but  here  we  bare  one,  a  general,  watching  every  opportunity 
to  get  into  tbe  presidency. 

PreBident  Juarez,  now  iu  exercise  of  tbe  supreme  power,  carries  on  the  wir 
as  President,  which  is  not  a  theory  of  right,  as  is  supposed,  but  a  fixed  fact  that 
it  would  become  necessary  to  destroy,  and  turn  those  arms  that  should  be  used 
against  tbe  common  enemy  against  tbe  governor  of  a  State,  tbe  result  of  which 
would  certainly  be  a  deplorable  civil  war,  and,  possibly,  tbe  elevation  of  Gen- 
eral Ortega  to  tbe  presidency.  Tbe  fact  tbat  the  United  States  do  not  support 
the  pret^der's  aspirations,  and  coutinne  to  acknowledge  the  goveromoit  vl 
President  Juarez,  is  of  no  importance  to  tbepartiaanBof  tbeliberaliaterprvtatioii 
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of  the  constitutiin,  biif.  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  prople  of  !Uc:(ico,  and  for 
the  sHccctiB  of  thi'  terrible  wnr  that  is  otiding  so  gloriously. 

First  save  the  thing  constituted — thntts,  the  country,  the  nation,  thercpulilic— 
tlint  i.s  of  the  greatest  importance. 

Each  day  has  its  ta-ak.  When  the  time  comns  for  the  election  of  a  President 
nf  Mexico  free  and  indepemh^nt,  th''n  the  venerahlo  jurist  who  is  fulfilling  his 
diily  duties  ns  chief  justice  in  the  city  of  Mfxico  will  he  made  regent  dnring 
the  ititerrejrnnm  of  the  country.  It  would  be  well  for  General  Ortega  to  be  at 
the  bend  of  rictorious  legions  at  that  time,  for  1  cannot  think  he  is  buried  under 
the  musty  kw  tomeo  of  his  law  library.    . 

General  Ortega,  in  the  United  States,  is  beyond  rf  ach  of  the  case  provided  for  in 
the  constitution.  Let  a  general  have  all  the  inHuencp  possible;  let  himhe  the  head 
of  a  political  party  ;  hut  be  is  not  that  president  of  the  supreme  court  to  whom 
the  con»itituiion  proposes  to  trust  the  executive  power  during  an  interregnum. 

History  has  shown  the  troubles  of  regencies  in  war  times,  and  the  people  of 
Mexico  would  be  very  nnforesei-ing  to  put  snch  obstach'S  in  the  way  of  the 
prpspni  executive,  embarrassing  bis  action,  only  to  comply  with  a  simple  rile  of 
'   ,t  could  not  provide  for  emergencies  of  such  a  serioiia  nature 


If  there  he  yet  doubt  about  the  power  of  the  executive  to  continue  his  func- 
tions during  a  congressional  recesn,  or  during  the  absence  or  resignation  of  the 
president  of  the  judicial  power,  it  is  settled  by  the  permanent  uiLtnrc  of  the 
(ilfice.  Our  constitution  compels  the  annual  meeting  of  the  legislature.  In 
fome  of  the  United  States  their  sessions  are  biennial,  and  the  Kngliah  P.trliA- 
ment  did  not  order  to  he  convoked  rt'gularly,  at  least  once  every  live  years,  but 
in  the  reign  of  James  the  Second.  The  executive  power  has  other  ml es.  In 
mo u archies  a  successor  is  le^^lly  named  for  every  emergency,  and  tt  ri-gent  is 
appointed  by  law.  "  The  king  never  die^,"  fntort.  It  roy — cire  h  roy.J  in  the 
taditioual  formnln  to  show  that  executive  action  never  ceases  for  a  moment. 
Kepiiblics  provide  fi>r  possible  emet^ncies  by  naming  a  vice'president,  or,  in 
default  of  him,  preaideiits  of  the  senate,  or  persons  designated  by  other  constitu- 
liona,  succeed  lo  the  presidency. 

In  the  preeeut  case,  where  there  is  no  death,  resignation,  or  inability  nf  the 
incuiubent,  and  when  no  election  can  take  place,  no  r»al  interest  of  (society  re- 
quirL'S  a  change  of  administration  that  might  weaken  the  mere  military  power  of 
the  executive.  On  the  other  bund,  alt  precepts  of  the  conslitntion  for  ordi- 
nary cases  ought  to  rest  in  abeyance,  so  as  not  to  endanger  the  safety  of  iho 
nation,  which  is  nf  the  most  importance. 

1  will  conclude  by  calling  your  attention  to  the  pernicious  effects  of  those 
differences  from  the  practices  of  all  other  nations.  That  precept  of  the  con- 
stitution that  calls  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  lo  succeed  the  chief  ex- 
i-cutivtt  has  not  done  the  good  that  was  expected  ;  for,  instead  of  an  impartial 
judge,  we  find  in  the  place  a  general  with  titles,  antecedents,  and  political  de- 
signs :  nnd  ibnt  certainly  was  not  intended  by  the  consiiiutiini.  My  opinion  is, 
the  best  thing  that  can  bo  (bine  to  provide  for  future  events  will  be  to  suppress 
the  iitierrrx,  and  create  a  vice  prusidenl. 

With  my  wi--*lie*fortbepnii'pcrityof  Mexico  and  yourown  happiness,  I  remain, 
with  sentiments  of  particular  esteem,  your  very  obedient  servant  and  friend, 
D.  F.  KAUMIENTO. 

Mr.  Matias  Romkro, 

Envoy  Extraord'Mary  and  Miititt'-r 

I'knipatentiuTy  of  Mexico,  in  Waahinglon. 

W*SHiK«TOiV,  Nonejnhfr,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 
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[Enclosure  No.  8.] 

■WASHr^GTON,  Kavrmher  21,  1806, 

Mv  Dear  Sir  :  I  hnd  ihe  lioiior  to-day  to  lect^ive  your  ncccpiaUe  letl<  r  of 
llie  ICrli  instant,  in  wliich  you  exprpss  in  writing,  agrevably  to  my  refiuci'I,  tin' 
opinion  you  gave  me  verbally  in  your  viuit  to  me  on  ilic  12tli,  in  regitrd  to  ilie 
expfdipncy  and  legality  of  the  ditreee  ieeued  by  the  Presidoiit  of  tbe  MoAicHii 
lepiiblic,  on  the  Sth  of  November,  1S65,  prolonging  bis  presidential  term  nil  a 
neff  election  can  lake  place. 

As  your  opinion  is  tbut  of  a  distinguiebtd  South  American  8talefman  of  ac- 
knowledged inl'oiniation  and  Bound  Benee,  who  can  have  no  low  interest,  or  »ny 
other  reason  but  the  success  i:f  llic  American  cause  in  general,  it  cannnt  fail  to 
liave  a  good  efi'ect  upon  pereonH  ont^n  •-  <  1  .Mexico  not  acquainted  with  the  siiU 
jt'ct,  and  will  remove  some  doubts  concerning  tie  pretended  ri;:htfl  of  General 
Orti'ga  to  tlie  presidency  of  ttie  Mexican  republic.  I  say  on  persona  oiitside  of 
Mexico,  becaut>e  inside  of  the  republic  the  opinion  in  unanimoualy  in  favor  of 
the  expediency  and  necessity  of  ihoae  decrees  and  considers  the  conduct  of 
General  Ortega  as  unpatiiotic  and  seditious.  It  js  a  fact  that  no  authorized 
voice  in  Mexico  has  been  raised  against  tbe  decrees,  and  it  is  now  more  than  a 
year  *'vacK  lliey  were  ir-Bucd.  No  military  ehii-fiarn  has  regarded  them  as  un- 
constilulioual ;  only  a  few  discontented  lugiiives  from  the  country  in  time  of 
foreign  war,  and  residing  in  the  United  Statis,  support  Geneial  Ortega's  prclen- 

I  send  a  copy  of  your  letter  this  day  to  my  government,  and  also  to  iLe  Stale 
D(;partment  of  the  United  Statt'S  of  America. 

I  remain,  Bir,  yciur  most  obsequious  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  KOSIKRO. 
Don  Domingo  F.  Sarmiento, 

Enrol/  Exiraoroinury  and  Minister  Plin'j'o/fntiary 

of  the  Argentine  Rej,vMic,  New  York. 

Washington,  Nortmber  21,  1866. 
A  true  copy ; 

IGNO.  MARISOAL,  Scen-tary. 


No.  U3. 

Mr.  Srtcard  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  hf  State. 

Wat/iingfon,  Korembrr  28,  JSG6. 
Sir  :  I  hove  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  16th  instant,  containing  a  number  of  the  official  paper  of  the  Meiicau  gov- 
ernment of  the  22d  of  last  October,  in  whicli  is  given  some  correspondence  wliich 
passed  between  you  and  Sei'ior  Lerdo  du  Tejiida,  in  regard  to  Sefior  Don  Aii- 
tpnio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna. 

I   avail  myeelf  of  this  occasion  to  renew  lo  you  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Senor  Don  M.  Romero,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 
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No.*. 

CO>XERNING  DE  SASTA  ANNA. 
Litt  of  paptrt. 

114.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (wilU  two  euclosnrex) Mny  20,  1R66. 

115.  Mr.  SewHrd  to  Mr.  Romero July     6,  18C6. 

116.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  eleven  enclosures) Aug.  12,1866. 

117.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Aug.  20,  1866. 

IIS.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  sixteen  encIoBures) Sept.  29,  1866. 

119.  Mr.  Sfeward  to  .Mr.  Romero....' Oct.      9,  1S66. 

120.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  {with  two  encloenrea) Kov.  16,  1866. 

121.  Seuor  de  Santa  Anna  to  Mr.  Seward Dec.    12,  ISGfl. 

122.  Same  to  same May  21,  18C6, 

123.  Sefior  Mazuera  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Seward ...    May  26,  1866. 

124.  StDor  de  Santa  Anna  to  Mr.  Seward June  26,  1866. 

125.  Same  to  same Aug.  10,  t86(>. 

126.  .Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  de  Santa  Anna Aug,  16,  1866. 

127.  Don  Antonio  Lopez  dc  Santa  Anna,  jr„  to  Mr.  Seward.,  .Nov.     7,1866. 
12S.  Mr.  Seward  to  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  rianta  Anna,  jr.. .  .Nov.     8,  1866. 

129.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Courtney Nov,     8,  lf^66. 

130.  ilr.  Courtn-y  to  .Mr.  Seward Nov.  14,  1866. 

131.  Mr.  Seward  to  Scnor  de  Santa  Anna Dec.     8,  ISGC 


Sehor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TrHnslalioQ.— L'uoflicial.  J 
Mexican  Lboation  in  -tHB  Unitrd  Statbs  of  Ambbica, 

IVatMngtom,  May  26,  1866. 
Mv  Deak  Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  promiBc  I  made  in  my  interview  with' 
you  in  the  Stale  Department  ihia  morning,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy 
of  a  communication  addressed  tome,  on  the  21st  instant,  from  Elizahethport,  by 
Dun  Antonio  I»pcz  de  Santa  Anna,  in  which  he  offers  his  servicer  to  ibeMex-- 
ican  government,  and  my  answer  to  it  yesterday,  informing  that  I  was  not  au- 
thorized to  consider  the  proposal,  but  would  submit  it  to  my  government. 
Your  respectful  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO, 
Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  tfc.,  ^, 
(For  enclosures  ace  enclosures  Nub.  5  and  7  in  document  No.  116.) 


No.  115. 

Mr.  Scmard  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Depahtmbnt  of  State, 

WaskingtoK,  Ju/jf  6,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  26th  of  May,  containing  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Don  Antonio 
Lonez  de  Santa  Anna,  and  your  reply  tliereto,  and  to  thank  you  for  the  in- 
formation. 

I  embrace  tiiia  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  asanrances  of  my  most  flia- 
tiDEuished  consideration. 

^  WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Senor  Don  M.  Romero,  ifc..  j^t:.,  ifc. 
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Mr.  Rotnero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[TraaslAtion.] 
MEXICAN  Legatio.n  ly  thb  United  Statbs, 

Wa»hingtun,  Augtitl  12.  1866. 
Mr.  Secbetabv  :  Continuing  my  communications  to  the  government  of  \hf 
United  Suiea,  of  the  chief  occnrrencea  in  the  Mexican  republic  at  this  critical 
period  of  its  politicnl  existence.  I  ^eiid  you  to-day  the  encloatd  indened  ducn- 
incntB  relating  to  Don  Antonio  l.opez  de  Santa  Anna'0  offer  of  hid  services  to 
the  Mexican  government,  and  the  determination  of  my  governmcut  not  to  Accept 
them,  aa  of  no  interest  to  the  cause,  and  for  other  reasotia  given  at  large  in  Mr. 
Lerdo  de  Tojada'a  note,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  (No.  8,)  and  to  which  I 
alluded  in  my  interview  with  you  at  the  Deparlment  of  State  on  Tharsday  last, 
the  Och  ioftant. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  aesnninceB  of  my 


Hon,  W1LLIA.M  H.  Skwabd,  ^.,  l[v.,  S/c. 


M.  ROMERO. 


Index  qfdocvmenU  tent  by  the  Mexican  legation  in  Wathingtm  to  the  Depart- 
Tnenl  of  State  of  the  United  Stales,  with  the  note  of  thi*  date,  in  reiaiio*  lo 
Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna't  offer  oj'tervice*  to  the  Mexican  goeer*- 


Mb;    '. 
Maj    i 


u  Club  Bgaiuat  Don  Antonio  Lopci  de 


Protest  of  tlie  New  Yoi 

Santa  Anna. 
Don  Aiilonin  Lopez  de  Sunt*  Anna's  nutnifesl  to  the  Mexican  people,  datrJ 

at  EliEBbethporC,  New  Jersej'. 
RepI  V  of  [he  Kew  York  Meiiuin  Club  lo  the  manifest. 
Mr.  Uumcro  sKaia  a  eipy  of  Dun  Autouio  Lopi'E  di:  Santa  Anna'i  oflvi  uf 

eurvii-es  to  Mr,  Lerdo  ile  Tejndu. 
Don  Aiitouiu  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  mnkea  a  foimnl  olftr  of  his  services  fur 

the  Mexican  governmenl  (o  Mr.  Koinero. 
Mr.  Ronrcro  BcudB  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejudaa  copy  of  hiireplj  to  Don  Antonio 

Lopez  de  Santa  Anna. 
Mr.  Itomeru  iuroims  Don  Antonio  Lopez  Ae  Santa  Anna  that  bi>  ofTrr  "ill 

1)0  sent  to  the  goveriimeDt  of  the  republic,  as  he  is  not  authtaiied  10 

decide  upon  it. 
Mr.  Lerdo  do  Tejada  infornia  Mr  Romero  that  tbe  goremnient  of  Mexico 

cannot  accept  the  XTTkes  of  Dun  Antonio  Lopez  de  Siinta  Anna. 
Mr.  Romero  iuforma  Dan  Antonio  Lopez  dK  Santa  Anna  uf  that  determina- 


Wasuikatoh,  Augtat  12,  ISGG. 
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[Enclosuro  No.  I.] 

Prolett  of  the  Mexican   CM  of  New  Y'/rk  against.  D.  Anlnnio  L.  tie  Santa 
Anna. 

Nkw  York,  May  15,  1866. 

Whereiu,  on  account  of  tbc  arrival  of  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  in 
the  United  States,  rumors  liave  prevailed  tli:it  he  will  attempt  to  interfere  again 
in  the  affaire  of  the  Mexican  repuhlic,  which  he  has  oppressed,  impoverixhed, 
and  betrayed,  the  Mexican  (Jlub  of  New  York,  whose  members  are  republicans, 
attached  to  the  independence  of  iheircoiuitry;  consideriug  that  the  aforesaid  Don 
Antonio  Liopez  de  Santa  Anna  has  been  the  most  obuoxiona  man  to  MckIco, 
the  source  of  her  eviU  and  calamities,  the  proranter  of  disorder  and  anarchy,  th« 
violator  of  every  law,  the  destroyer  of  freedom,  the  oppressor  of  the  people,  the 
corrupter  of  society;  cnnsidering  tlmt  to  all  thc^e  titles,  which  render  him  odious 
and  which  created  agiiinst  his  tyranny  the  most  popular  revolution  recorded  in 
the  annals  of  Mexico,  he  adds  that  of  traitor  to  his  country;  for,  Ju  1S54,  while 
hiilding  the  dictatorship  he  usurped,  he  commitled  his  greatest  offence  in  the 
hetniyal  of  his  country  by  empowering  Don  Jose  Gutierrez  P^strada  to  ask  in  his 
Lehitif  from  the  European  nations  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico ; 
considering  that  as  i!oon  as  this  crime  was  accomplished  by  the  aid  of  French 
intc-rvenlion,  Don  Antonio  Lopez  dc  Santa  Anna,  rejoicing  over  the  foiil  deed 
he  had  originated,  made  haste  to  tender  his  ft-alty  to  the  Arrhduke  Maximilian 
of  Austria,  recognizing  him  as  the  emperor  of  Mexico;  and,  finally,  considering 
that  if  bo  afterward  isi'ued  manifestoes  against  the  empire,  they  do  not  obliterate 
the  crime  which  he  perpetrated,  and  are  but  an  evideMcc  of  bis  being  consistent 
only  in  his  inconsistency,  and  of  his  having  not  received  from  the  invaders  the 
reward  he  expected  from  his  treason; 

They  do  hereby  declare  and  protest : 

lat.  That  they  see  in  Antonio  Lopez  de  Snnia  .^nna  the  most  odious  tyrant, 
who  betrayed  the  cause  of  native  independence,  and  abused  the  public  power. 

2d.  That  they  believe  that  his  name  alone  would  be  suflicient  to  stain  tlie 
nobh'  cause  which  the  Mexican  people  are  struggling  to  maintain,  and  to  en- 
danger the  consolidation  of  liberal  institutions,  and  make  certain  the  impunity 
of  every  traitor ;  that  the  Mexican  people  cannot  trust  the  word  of  the  man  who 
has  ever  abused  them,  and  that  were  they  to  see  him  in  the  national  territory 
th<-y  would  claim  that,  in  Batirtfactiou  to  law  and  justice,  he  should  he  suhmittijd 
to  trial,  and  receive  exemplary  punishment,  aa  guilty  of  high  treason. 

The  Mexican  Club  resolves  that  the  foregoing  declarations  be  published,  to 
prevent  public  opinion  from  being  misguided,  and  the  candor  of  the  men  who 
sympathize  with  the  cause  of  Mexico  fmm  being  abused;  and  they  entertain  the 
warmest  conviction  that  the  republicans  of  llexico  eliall  never  concur  in  the 
irreparable  error  of  di^ihonoring  their  ranks  by  admitting  amung  them  the  man 
who  waa  always  the  foe  of  freedom,  and  who,  abasing  all  honor,  begged  for 
Mexico  the  shameful  foreign  yoke  she  now  wears. 

FKAXCISCO  ZARCO,  President. 
Juan  J.  Baz,  Jos6  Rivera  y  Ilio, 

Ibarra,  I'edro  de  Itaranda, 


Pantaloon  Tovar,  Junn  A.  Zambrano, 

•lesus  Fuentee  Muniz,  Juan  M.  Zambrano, 

Friincisco  Elomaga,  Rafael  de  Zajas, 

Santiago  Vrcario.  M.  G^niboa  I'ritcbard, 

Juan  N.  Navarro,  Euhilio  Di'gollado,  jr., 

Felipe  B.  Berriozubal,  Fi-rnando  Maria  Ortega, 

Jesus  G.  Ortega,  Juan  Urbinu, 

Jocobo  Rivera,  Francisco  Pas, 
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Epitacio  Ilui^rta,  Jo^e  MontCMnnii, 

1ai>a  Legnrreta,  Giindalupe  GarcU) 

Karael  lliicrta,  Juan  KcatH, 

I'uLlo  Rocha  j  Portu,  Francisco  Venrgas, 

Gufipar  Sanchez  Oclioa.  t^f/nr/il  nf  AnilreA  Tievifio, 

the  repuhltran  army  o/' iMixiio.  Josii  Maria  J.  Carvajal, 

Jonqiiiii  Vill>lll)br>^>,  Antonio  L.  Carvajal, 

Fraiicii'co  G.  Morales,  Juan  Moreno, 

Jriaquin  G,  Ortega,  Juan  Galintin, 

Mniiuel  Qiiesada,  Joee  Maria  Carvajal,  jr., 

I'i'di-o  Santacilia,  Jim^  M.  Hove?, 

Francisco  Gonzalez  Rodriguez,  Frcderico  G.  Fitch. 
Andres  Bravo, 
CirBlANo  UuBBRT,  Secretary. 

[EnclosuioNo.  2. 
General  Anionin  Lopez  de  Simla  Anna  to  the  Mexican  people. 

From  time  to  timt-  nations  are  tried  by  Heaven  in  order  to  teacli  tbem  llal 
tlii'7  ehould  walk  in  tlie  pallis  of  reunou,  nnd  to  awaken  in  (hem  nnblc  seuii- 
ment^  of  justice  and  of  dnty.  Tbe  city  of  Xunia  reached  ibe  highest  poiut  \a 
the  scale  of  human  greatneiis  while  right  remained  her  guiding  elar,  virtne  her 
counsel,  and  union  tht^  ithii;ld  and  atreuglh  of  her  suns ;  but  later,  when  thiwe 
saving  principles  bad  become  torgntten,  the  mistress  of  the  univei-ae  became  a 
slave,  and  was  forced  to  learn  the  language  of  Attila  aud  Alaric,  iu  order  to  eve- 
cute  the  orders  of  her  masters.  Such  is  tbe  destiny  of  tho»e  nations  that  abuse 
the  gifts  and  advantagrs  with  vbich  Providence  favors  tbem.  History  ia  lull 
of  gieat  but  sorrowful  examples  of  this  fact.  A  sad  fate  has  fallen  upon  our 
beloved  country.  The  s  leuce  inspired  by  tyranny  and  ttic  despi'Ddency  of  <mr 
fellow-ciiizeiis  have  succeeded  tbe  joyous  festivals  of  liberry.  The  ranfi  emt- 
getic  and  espre^sive  words  lack  strength  and  meaning  to  depict  the  desolation 
of  our  fields  and  tbe  mourning  that  tills  ow  ciLies.  Yet  we  will  not  despair. 
Mexico  has  wilbin  herticlf  powerful  elemi-nts  to  enable  her  to  triumph  over  thi; 
evil  and  lo  even  blot  out  her  past  record  of  misibrtune.  The  heroic  resistance 
nf  our  compatriots  confirms  this  hope,  and  we  should  not  forget  that  "a  people 
fighting  lor  liberty  and  independence  i:^  invincible." 

On  easting  a  glance  over  the  blood -I'tained  plains  of  Mexico,  it  is  a  consniinf; 
thought  that  all  our  misfortunes  have  been  useful  for  the  present  and  fruili'al 
in  lessons  for  tbe  future.  Those  misfortunes  have  developed  and  sirengdi- 
ened  the  national  scut  meiit ;  and  from  the  midst  of  the  iialion's  rutn?  n-e  bivi- 
begun  lo  build  up  a  new  and  a  moral  country,  under  the  impulse  of  onr  cominim 
piirticipation  iu  miefnrlune.  There  were  Mexicans,  it  is  true,  l>ut  uo  oHtiun. 
Kow  all  our  domestic  hatreds  have  been  concentrated  into  one  common  cry  of 
vengeiuice  ou  the  inviiders  of  the  sacred  si  il  lett  to  us  by  our  fathers.  Yes.  ilie 
nation  doex  exist  in  tbe  hearts  nf  Mexicans,  and  great  arc  tbe  lessons  which  we 
have  gathered  from  the  field  of  error  and  espeiience  lo  guide  us  in  forming  the 
rule  cif  our  future  conduct.  Though  having  followed  ditfereitt  routes,  we  miTt 
to-day  Ht  the  tAiae  poiut.  tired,  it  is  true,  but  not  overcome  by  onrcon^tiint  figlil- 
tiig.  Let  us  eml>iace  one  another  at  this  critical  moment  of  otir  existence;  let 
us  work  in  concert  for  our  common  cause,  as  we  did  in  ihoee  glorious  days  when 
we  broke  to  pieces  the  chains  of  the  cnn<|uest;  let  the  uatioii  rise  as  oue  man, 
and  the  sceptre  as  well  as  the  crown  of  Maximi.ian  will  fall  and  be  buried  in  the 
depths  of  the  seas.  Our  riches  and  prosperity  in  days  gone  by  were  tbe  cau^e 
■^by  our  civic  virtues,  undermined  by  luxury  and  indolence,  were  disappearing 
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from  Any  to  day  ;  but  adversity  »nil  jjoverty  commRncrd  to  develop  ngi'n  in  tlie 
naiinn  those  siime  virtues  which  «rft  i.lie  strength  mid  tlie  gWy  of  every  people, 
ly-l  nil  lean  ill  the  (^reat  school  of  misfortune  ft  give  their  full  vsliiR  to  those 
pn-rioiis  gifiii  of  liborty  and  pence.  Let  every  Mexican  hecame  a  soldier  of  the 
republic,  mid  after  the  victory  has  been  won  and  the  cliish  nf  arma  hns  censed, 
h<'  irill  be  ft  good  citizen,  skilled  in  defending  the  coiiquenta  mndu  by  his  pa- 
trinii^m  Hnd  having  an  intercut  in  their  pretiervalion. 

Although  it  is  contrary  to  my  cbnrnctor,  and  notwithstanding  my  natnral  re- 
pitgnance  to  iipenlt  of  myself,  it  id  incumbent  upon  me  to  do  bo  on  this  occusion. 
Xever.  not  even  for  a  moment,  have  I  civised  to  be  a  SlexiCitn,  whatever  may 
hsre  been,  at  different  times  my  opinions  regarding  the  eystern  of  government 
fuitablft  to  my  country.  Nor  can  I  with  justice  he  accuncd  of  nelf-will  or  ego- 
liiim,  fiir  the  mot  ve  of  my  action  has  always  been  the  li.ip|)iiiesi  and  p  ■osperity 
vf  my  native  country.  Providence  has  chosen  th.it  my  history  ahonhl  be  that 
of  Mexico  since  IH'il,  when  I  figured  as  one  of  the  leaders  io  the  struggle  for 
independence,  and  that  heroic  country  iihonld  in^ciibe  her  name,  with  my  aid. 
on  the  mail  ^^  nations.  1  fi  st  proclaimed  there  the  republic,  on  the  2d  of  De- 
cember, 1S22,  aiinounciiig  a  hitherto  unknown  divinity,  as  the  Apostle  did  on 
tbe  Areopagus  ;  and  so  little  prepared  were  the  people  fr>r  underdtiindiiig  and 
Torshippiiig  it  worthily,  that  at  vnrions  times  the  doubt  assailed  me  whether  I 
had  accomplished  my  work.  In  the  plan  according  to  which  a  Uexican  na- 
tionality was  first  organized  our  independence  had  been  brought  about  in  conncc- 
lina  with  the  idea  of  constitutioual  monarchy.  This  was,  at  that  time,  the  faith- 
ful expret<sion  of  a  very  general  desire  in  Mexico  of  an  aapirntion  that  was  not  for- 
eign to  hononible  motives.  Besides,  in  the  other  seclit.na  of  Spanish- America  the 
try  for  independence  has  arisen,  pnitesting  against  the  intruding  governmi'ut  of 
Xapoleon  I,  and  swearing  fealty  to  iVrdinand  VII.  son  of  the  dethroned  mon- 
arch. It  is  well  known  that  the  bad  policy  of  the  sovereign  turned  that  senti- 
ment into  one  in  favor  of  complete  emancipation,  and  that  ihe  genius  of  leaders 
like  Itolivnr  and  San  Martin  did  the  rest,  llany  oistinguijihed  and  pitriotic 
Americans  hnd  their  thoughts  bent  upon  monnrchy  at  the  time  of  nrgaitixingthe 
new  governments  ;  and  some  of  the  ministers  sent  to  I:^nrope  carried  with  them 
iiiHructions  to  negotiate  on  that  bnsis.  The  idea  of  a  republic,  however,  pre- 
Vflili-d,  and  Spanish  America  was  divided  and  oi^nixcd  under  that  form,  and 
the  flog  which  covered  her  indomitable  legions  in  a  hundiwl  battles  was  tri- 

colnreil. 

This  is  not  the  proper  place  to  speak  of  the  armed  Kuropean  intervention, 
nnr  doci>  it  helong  to  me  to  speak  now  of  that  diplomatic  combination,  mueli  less 
to  write  its  history.  liVithnl.  it  is  necessary  to  state  tliiit  the  tripiirlite  inter- 
vention, as  it  was  presented  to  us,  ditfiTed  tot.illy  from  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  Wen  understood  .ind  carried  out  by  a  single  one-  of  the  conflicting  parties. 
The  intervention  of  three  nations,  each  one  powerful  enough  of  itsell'  to  carry 
not  any  definite  resolution  regarding  .Mexico,  could  not  he  considered  as  a  eom- 
bination  to  usurp  our  rights,  since  its  co-i>peratlim  was  genei'ally  regaidi'd  as  a 
neutral  element,  and  as  a  means  affordinl  to  the  Mexic^ius  for  putting  aside  par- 
tisan excesses  so  that  they  might  be  able  to  discusi,  to  re.ison,  and  come  to  an 
nuderstunding  as  to  the  most  adeqnate  and  convenient  mFUMier  of  constituting 
liieir  Inrm  of  government  for  the  maintenanr«  of  their  nationality,  indepuudence, 
aud  antonomy.  But  the  original  plan  of  the  intervention  having  been  broken 
op  by  France,  in  taking  upon  herself  alone  the  initiative  in  life  mattJ'r.  there 
came  a  total  change  over  what  bad  appeared  to  be  the  means  of  arriving  at  a  set- 
tlement; and,  from  appearing  as  a  mediatrir,  the  foreigner  changed  himself  into 
the  arbiter  of  our  destinies.  It  was  necessary  at  all  haaards  to  visit  the  theatre 
of  events  in  order  to  investigate  the  proceedings  and  attempts  being  made  by 
the  new  interventionists.  With  this  conviction,  and  following  the  suggestiouB 
of  old  friends,  1  resolved  to  go  to  Vera  Cruz.     Wliat  took  place  on  my  arrival 
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ifl  known  to  nil.  General  Bazaine  rnilrly  drove  me  from  the  Mexican  territory, 
and  I  was  obliged  Ui  re-embark  eliortty  alter  mj  arrivul.  I  bear  no  resentinent 
on  thie  account.  I  am  rather  glad  lliat  the  outrage  wns  committed,  becaugr  it 
may  liave  eaved  me  from  making  certain  com|iromUeB  which  circumetance^ 
might  have  imposed  upon  m<:;,  and  because  it  opened  my  eyes  regarding  the  in- 
tentions of  the  inlerveiitionistH.  Having  been  absent  from  Mexico  vince  l^-i5, 
other  ngents  took  npon  tliemfelves  to  represent  and  direct  public  opinion,  en- 
tirely free  from  my  iniluetiee.  It  whr  i.ihers  who  were  the  guided  of  the  alli.il 
iuvat^iciu,  who  negotialed  with  the  archduke,  and  who  finally  ei^eorted  him  to  ilie 
capital.  My  nntngnniBia  cay  that  1  went  thither  in  search  of  an  elevated  pi?i- 
tion  mar  the  aichdnke.  The  truth  in  tliat  I  went  thither  in  order  to  look  al'ier 
the  inleri'iita  and  liberties  of  my  compatriots,  and  not  to  separate  myself  trujn 
tlip  real  interests  of  the  people. 

To  what  greater  glory  could  I  as;)ircl  What  more  could  he  have  jiven  me 
who  was  Biyltd  emperor  1  Open  the  history  of  Mexico,  and  it  will  be  w^■n 
that  ell  my  ambition  Iins  been  satisfied.  Nothing  conid  he  of  grater  value  in 
my  eyes  than  ihe  sash  of  general  of  division  and  the  title  of  '■  well  deservintt 
of  bis  country,"  with  which,  in  1S20,  on  the  hanks  of  the  Piinuco,  the  people's 
gratitude  rewarded  my  patriotic  cQ'ortii  in  achieving  the  national  independence. 
I'or  no  other  honor  have  I  more  regard  thnii  for  the  wound>>  with  which  I  am 
covered — memorials  of  our  glnrinua  iitnig^les  against  powci  ful  nations. 

I  have  thus  in  no  manner  compromised  myself  with  the  empire.  I  belong 
entirely  to  the  republic,  and,  in  presence  of  the  danger  ihnt  menaces  our  cnuu- 
try,  the  names  of  all  partiis  disappear  from  my  sight.  I  am  not  a  couservattvi', 
n'.r  am  I  a  liberal.     1  am  a  Mexican. 

It  becomes  me  now  to  set  forth  the  conductwhich  J  have  followed  in  mjla-'^l 
administration,  and  that  which  has  governed  ine  since  lii  February,  1Sj3. 
while  I  was  living  in  a  city  of  Kew  Uranadn,  I  was  e.illed  by  my  ciimpatiinld 
to  exercise  dii-tretioniiry  powers — a  measure  believed  to  be  salutary  in  tlie 
midst  of  the  nation's  conflicts,  divided  as  she  was  by  hatreds  and  under  tlie 
nile  of  nnurchy.  I  was  obliged  not  tu  hesitate.  Duty,  patiiottsm,  dictated  my 
reeiohilion,  I  flew  at  the  call  of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  in  April  of  that  year  I 
assnmed  tharg.-  of  the  supreme  directjcm  of  affairs.  The  power  of  dictator  is  n 
treiiii'udouH  one,  but  I  accepted  it  with  the  consciousness  of  doing  goud,  ami 
with  the  determination  tu  use  prudently  so  formidtihlo  a  tnist.  1  felt  in  my 
heart  enough  patriotism  not  to  go  beyond  the  wishes  of  jny  fellow-ciiizeu>, 
sufficient  love  of  glory  not  to  render  myself  unworthy  of  its  favors,  and  a  piu- 
found  respect  for  posterity  not  to  render  niyi^elf  unworthy  of  its  applau^e- 
Fortifled  with  thei^e  convictions,  I  undertook  the  struggle  against  the  obstacli's 
which  the  genius  of  discord  was  heaping  up  on  the  rood  to  peace,  to  order,  and 
to  the  progress  of  the  nation.  Two  yeors  and  four  months  did  I  bestow  upoo 
that  task,  with  a  vigorous  energy  and  an  uni'liakahle  resolution.  Confidence  on 
all  sides  was  awakened,  trade  flourished,  the  arts  sprung  up,  and  the  domestic 
as  well  as  the  foreign  credit  of  the  republic  was  re-established,  as  it  were,  by 
magic.  I  have  the  approval  of  my  conscience ;  it  tells  me  that  I  have  doue  my 
duty.  Supported  by  the  whole  nation,  the  acts  of  my  admiuiBtrniion  were 
received  with  respect;  sustained  by  a  splendid  army,  full  of  courage,  disciphueil, 
and  addicted  to  my  person,  and  having  in  my  liiiiidB  tlie  destinies  of  the  pe"ple 
and  army,  which  they  had  placed  there  themselves,  what  better  chance  coiilil 
there  be  to  revive  in  vay  tavor  the  plan  of  Ignalal'  But,  say  what  my  adver- 
saries will,  I  am  a  stranger  to  tlie  ambition  of  vulg'ir  souls;  sentimeiilji  Di'ue 
eh'vat'd  find  a  home  in  wy  snul,  as  well  as  higher  aspirations.  In  order  to  h«ve 
worn  the  imperial  diadem,  it  would  have  sufficed  for  me  to  have  str-tclnii 
forth  my  band ;  but  never  boa  the  royal  purjile  dazzled  my  eyes;  and  if  «l 
any  time  1  could  have  dreamed  of  it,  the  bloody  picture  of  Yturbide  would 
have  aroused  me  in  time  to  fly  from  the  seductive  and  treacherous  delusion- 
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Gcoenla  taiA  even  govemora  of  dcpaftments .  nwailcd  only  my  Hcqiiie»C(*iice  in 
ordi-r  to  proclaim  me  emperor  oa  my  birlliilny;  but,  faithful  to  my  principles, 
1  WHB  obliged  to  URc  even  threate  in  oider  to  eiience  the  propo»nU  of  tlinsc  who 
tbnaght  it  a  pergonal  honor  to  me  and  au  advantn^  to  tlie  natiou  that  I  should 
wear  tbe  crown.  In  the  inidst  of  intestine  conrulnionH  minds  were  blinded  by 
ihe  extreme  exaggerations  of  party,  and  despairing  of  being  able  to  constitute 
ourselves  in  any  stable  manner  under  a  republican  syetem,  persons  wen;  not 
wauling  to  blame  me  publicly  as  tbe  prompter  or  the  originator  of  the  iutcr- 
prelHlion  that  was  given  to  the  plan  of  Iguala,  after  Yturbide'e  failure.  A  few 
ynn  aAenrards,  in  Mexico,  as  well  as  in  other  s<^ctionB  of  Spaniish  America,  a 
f-^-ling  of  disappointment  sprang  up  on  witnessing  the  sad  results  produced  by 
Ihe  trial  given  to  our  new  institutions ;  and  many  men  of  wtli'd imposed  and  of 
#iricl  principles  became  disabused  to  such  an  extent  that  Generals  Unstamente, 
Kmvo,  and  Paredes,  among  lie,  and  the  illustrious  San  Martin,  in  South  Amer- 
ica, believed  it  to  be  their  patriotic  duty  to  advocate  tbe  (establishment  of  a 
motiarehy.  There  had  been,  on  other  occasions,  attempts  made  to  call  a  con- 
^liiiipnt  assembly,  in  order  to  submit  this  retrograde  step  to  its  decision.  Many 
wurthy  persons,  during  my  last  administration,  wished  lo  revive  tbe  same  idea, 
and  for  this  reason  Senor  Gutierrez  de  Ei^trada  was  antborizc!l  lo  have  an 
niidcretanding  with  the  <)itierent  courts  of  Europe,  and  T-i  inquire  what  were 
ibe  ideas  of  foreign  sovereigna  on  the  sulject  bf fore  such  a  project  should  be 
anderiaken.  But  the  war,  which  at  that  lime  absorbed  the  attention  of  Europe, 
prevented  said  mission  from  having  any  result;  hence  the  project  was  for  the 
time  abandoDed. 

From  this  exposition  it  follows  that  the  document  which  has  been  presented 
at  overwhelming  and  conclusive  against  me  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of 
eAtisracCion  to  me,  aa  it  shows  forth  an  act  of  di0interestedne><B  and  t<elf-deniul  on 
my  part.  As  if  to  give  greater  force  in  my  detriment  to  the  publication  nlU.ded 
to,  there  have  been  likewise  printed,  with  some  alterations,  certain  letters,  which 
have  been  confided  to  the  discretion  of  friends  for  circulation.  I  will  not  under- 
take to  call  such  conduct  by  its  proper  name,  but  I  may  be  allowed  to  ask 
wbetLer,  by  any  chance,  the  ideas  contained  in  said  letters  brought  the  inl«r- 
vention  to  Mexico  and  seated  Maximilian  upon  his  throne?  How  can  my 
iiipposed  complicity  in  such  acts  be  explained  when  contrasted  with  the  action 
of  the  French  authorities  in  driving  me  from  Vera  Cruz,  after  having  forcibly 
made  me  sign  a  paper  recognizing  events  that  had  already  taken  place?  In 
what  document  of  that  time,  public  or  private,  did  my  name  appear  as  an  accom- 
plice of  the  intervention  1  What  favors  have  I  received  from  the  archduke  ?  Ilia 
silence  gave  full  sanction  to  the  viideace  used  against  my  person.  My  adver- 
saries admit  that  they  have  failed  to  bring  the  matter  home  to  me,  and  that 
their  deductions,  with  regard  to  the  lettera  iu  question,  are  not  aa  tenable  aa 
has  been  maintained. 

Od  tbe  other  hand,  ia  it  just  to  make  me  alone  responsible  for  an  idea  which, 
in  addition  to  the  examples  already  cited,  baa  occupied  the  attention  of  other 
ihiaking  and  patriotic  men,  who,  while  they  erred  in  judgment,  did  not  do  so 
kaowingly,  but  in  perfect  good  faith  ?  Bolivar,  who  indignantly  spurned  San 
Uartiu's  views,  became  aubaequently  the  advocate  of  the  form  of  a  I'epublic 
called  Bolivian,  whlcli  bns  beea  denominated  monarchical  by  a  nnmbcr  of  llbe- 
Tali ;  and  yet  three  or  four  ycara  later  many  eminent  Colombians  favored  the 
establishment  of  a  constitutional  monarchy  iti  South  America,  and  made  certain 
diplomatic  moves  in  the  premises  for  the  purpoae  of  causing  the  new  stales  to 
be  ruled  by  Kuropean  princes.  Iturbide,  tbe  liberator,  was  less  disinterested, 
as  he  derived  personal  advantages  by  his  own  inier[iretation  of  the  aentimenta 
apoD  which  the  Iguala  plan  was  based.  That  error  cost  him  bis  life  ;  but  his 
Muntrymen  speedily  discovered,  after  his  death,  the  great  services  rendered  by 
him  lo  tbe  nation,  and  bow  patriotic  and  generous  were  his  imperial  projects,    i  , 
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I  rpfnr  lo  llieae  fncts  m  t'le  ranst  onvinciiij;  rceori]  in  the  nnnals  of  Spmi^h 
AmHricii,  and,  I  a.-k,  niHy  I  uot  also  liavi;  trrtnl  in  gnnd  faiih,  ns  wiJl  ax  so 
miiny  oliicr  men  of  houikI  [irinciplei'  and  rcognized  abiliij'?  Wherein  w  it 
trimiiial  or  uiipnrdiniiible  that  I  sliould  Imve  dwpuinid,  an  many  otlier*  liave 
doiu',  of  our  republic,  and  allowed  a  tiial  of  a  conntitutional  mnnarciiy,  eMnh- 
lisli'id  without  ray  cn-i)inir:Ui'm,  and  wlien  thi;  fcefitn?  was  uot  to  lie  held  hv  me) 

A  hnndago  covered  the  eyes  of  our  people  and  my  own.  We  have  jniiitly 
crrifd  and  unffered,  and  we  Imve  now  warning  and  experience.  I  am  not  pgi^ 
tifltie.  and  I  drfirc  tii  take  part  in  repairing  our  error. 

Where  is  the  Mrsican  who  can  refiife  my  services  without  incnrriiip  the 
opprobrium  of  history,  or  deny  me  iho  njrht  to  fight,  and  die.  if  ueeeMury,  in 
the  di-fence  of  our  desolate  hearths?  If  it  i»  dcHired  to  achieve  a  solid  anil 
enduring  peaers  is  it  jufit  or  right  to  turn  the  back  upon  an  old  soldier  of  liie 
nation,  who  only  aska  his  countrymen  Cor  a  spot  of  ground  where  he  can  simid 
and  fight  against  the  ucurpers  of  our  rights  I  Who  i^  (here  that  has  sufficii'nt 
nnihoriry  to  nay  to  me,  "Stand  biek !  you  are  a  Mexican,  but  yon  cannot  hf. 
allowed  to  draw  your  sword,  as  of  yore,  in  de-fenci-  of  the  country  which  gnvf 
yim  birth,  and  of  the  republic  which  yon  yourself  founded)"  Upon  what  |>rin- 
eiiiln.  whether  libi-ral  or  conservative,  could  such  injustice  be  upheld  ?  In  ibe 
great  struggle  of  our  cmintry  no  elempnt,  however  insignificant  it  may  ap|H'*f. 
that  can  be  nsed  to  the  advantage  of  a  nation,  can  be  eonsidcred  uii'lt'**. 
Further.  I  perceive,  in  vif;w  of  tlip  facta  already  staled,  and  of  the  event:'  lliat 
have  taken  place  in  our  country  d«iing  the  last  five  years,  that  the  generd  iiii- 
I'ency  of  the  people  is  in  favor  of  a  republic,  and  that  monarchy  is  an  imp'iw'i- 
bility  in  Mt'xieo,  In  Spanish  America  ihe  thrane  is  the  forerunner  of  ilir 
Bcafinid.  Party  sentiment  must  not  be  made  the  ciiteriou  of  ihe  course  of  cim- 
temporary  actors.  It  rests  with  hstory  to  give  an  imi>artial  version,  and  I  am 
certfiin  that  history  will  do  mejuMice. 

^tiuid  together,  iny  e/iuiitrymen  !  Let  us  consign  all  such  recriininatioiis  tn 
oblivion,  for  they  are  detrimental  to  our  country.  I  have  given  an  explanali"n 
of  my  public  acts,  and  in  like  manner  I  am  ready  to  give  nuy  giiaraiitei'a  fnr 
my  sincerity  that  ra'iy  ha  required.  Do  not  forget  that  domestic  disseasion, 
when  tiie  soil  of  onr  country  ts  being  ]>rofaned  by  foreign  invaders,  is  cijniva- 
k-ut  tn  desertion  in  the  face  of  the  enemy ;  and  that,  although  there  is  nn  niili' 
tary  law  whereby  it  can  be  puni*hed,  yet  we  must  pass  through  the  orlral  nf 
an  inflexible  and  avenging  posterity,  which  will  reward  only  selt'-denial,  pBtri»i- 
i^m,  and  true  magnanimity. 

Juarez  is  a  good  patriot,  and  Ortega  is  a  worthy  son  of  Mexico.  Why  are 
they  not  united  ?  Why  augment,  through  thi  ir  disunion,  the  uftiictinns  of  our 
fi'llow-citi?.finsT  I  hope  yet  to  nee  them  friends.  It  is  uot  for  me  to  say  wlm 
has  a  right  to  the  presidency,  nor  nn  whose  cide  is  the  law ;  my  object  i?  I" 
avenge  the  affront  offered  to  our  country  by  driving  far  from  her  midst  th''  im- 
placable tyrants  that  oppress  her.  Let  all  di-^sensions  among  onr  compnlricW 
•ease,  and  let  all  hatred  he  reserved  for  the  foreign  domination  that  covi-rs  n* 
now  with  ignominy  and  shame.  Juarez  and  Ortega  should  put  nn  end  tntbi-ir 
lesentments  by  a  cordial  embrace.  Limg  and  strenuously  have  the  deteiiilers 
of  llie  republic  struggled  in  Mexico;  and.  notwithstanding  such  great  heroism, 
so  firm  a  cnnstnncy.  and  so  much  sacrifice,  the  work  is  to-day  no  further  aii- 
vanced  than  it  was  in  the  bi'ginning. 

By  reason  of  my  antecedents,  of  my  position  in  the  conservative  party,  aaJ 
even  of  my  long  absence  from  the  country,  I  believe  mv.ielf  to  he  the  one  call™ 
upon  to  reconcile  all  minds,  setting  the  example  of  submission  to  the  consiitu- 
tional  gnvernmeut,  as  I  now  sincerely  do.  Tlnia  I  perform  a  patriotic  duty.  I 
obey  the  impulses  of  my  own  heart,  and  I  satisfy  the  desires  of  hundred''  nt 
Mnxicans  who  have  called  me  to  action.     It  will  not  surprise  me  to  find  my  c"a' 


COyDITION   OF    AFFAIB8   IN  MEXICO.  347 

'liipt  raHcont>tni<?d  and  basp  intentions  altribulecl  tn  me,  inspired  WepiHsm.  I 
fxpcct  ihut  ain-ndy  ;  Iain  preparfd  f.>r  all.  But  I  shall  nevertheless  fci-l  for 
my  conntry  at  the  sight  prescnti-d  hy  mmo  of  my  f-lhw-citizenB  rejecting  all 
ii^i^iiei^tion  with  me  in  these  solemn  nion)nnti<orour  cniintry's  lil'c.  I  shall  hare 
fmrs  le.-t  our  p-ist  experienci;  anil  the  warniii{;»  which  we  have  received  prove 
»l  nn  avail  in  producing  union.  Those  who  so  oppose  me  will  have  given  an 
(-l')ijni>nt  exiilanation  nt  nnr  past  misfi>rtimes ;  Imt  let  them  take  note  that  I  will 
iH-vi-r  cowardly  abandon  the  cause  of  the  republic,  ^houlil  iny  hopes  he  frus- 
Imlwl  hy  unexpected  evcnis.  or  throngh  the  infjnfnce  ol'  biid  passions,  I  *hiiU 
linve  fiiMlled  my  duly  at  all  events,  and  the  world  can  judf^e  whether  others 
Imve  done  tlx-im  more  fiiitbfully  than  I  have.  My  heart  is  yonnj:  enough  and 
iny  arm  it  strung  enough  to  take  part  in  the  glorious  struggle  which  is  destined 
to  ni-liieve  the  Hecond  independence  of  Mcxira.  I  feel  that  this  is  in  accordance 
»ith  my  auleciilints,  my  position,  my  years,  anil  the  glory  whii-l  I  desire  for 
my  name.  I  do  iKit  wish  to  give  np  the  sole  ambition  that  impeld  and  rules 
ini' — niimely,  to  drive  nnr  oppn-esore  beyond  the  ocean,  In  re-establi«h  the  re- 
]>iil>lic,  and  then  withdraw  tn  private  life  once  move.  No  throne  nn  earth  could 
tt'm|it  me  from  that  retirement,  and  I  itoletunly  dcclai  e  lliat  on  the  day  of  vic- 
tory I  will  demand  no  other  reward. 

Let  us  adviinceand  unite  the  standards  of  our  conntry  which  have  bren  torn 
fir  the  hands  of  the  ui>ur[iei'».  Let  ns  set  again  on  its  sacred  pi'destal  the  titntue 
iif  I  lierty,  thrown  down  hy  the  invaders.  Ia^I  us  give  nn  rest  to  the  tyrant  who 
"{ijiresM-s  us.  He  ha'  changed  our  vast  p]  lins  into  frghtfnl  deserts,  where  the 
li"iie^  of  our  brethren,  immrdnled  on  the  altar  of  duty  or  victims  to  the  hired 
a-^-a.'sins  of  an  empire,  lie  hleiirhing.  He  rnina  (he  natron's  exchequer  and 
niiikes  ninnetiiry  contracts  abroad  that  are  unwiir  ran  table,  believing  that  it  will 
be  ea^y  foj-  him  to  throw  their  weight  upon  the  sbouliters  of  onr  martyred  peo- 
ple. The  Austrian  prince  has  spread  a  veil  of  mourning  over  the  glory  of  onr 
aiiiiids,  and  iii  pbici;  nf  the  priL-perity  which  he  promised,  he  has  loaded  na  with 
tn>t>irtnnes,  and  has  covend  us  with  contempt  ai<d  igimminy.  Tlionsands  of 
liiliiKs  and  orphani*  cry  out  for  vengeance.  Let  us  avenge  them,  con, patriots ! 
L'liioii  and  fuiterniiy  he  among  us  until  we  accomplish  this  ! 

It  is  now  time,  Mexicans,  to  forg,-t  forever  our  past  ciotentinna,  and  to  make 
II  ■■treanon.-i  edort,  at  once  terrible  and  simultaneous,  against  our  enemy.  Tho 
tiemi-mlous  nnMlaughts  of  our  indomitable  t'oldiers  will  bring  the  reveiile  of 
lii"-ny,  joy  to  the  be.irts  of  mothers,  and  n-joiciog  to  onr  country.  Heaven 
pwiil  that  ihi!  contentment  which  I  fnn-stiadow  he  not  disturbed  hy  new  fratri- 
liilal  dissensions!  Union  shall  bo  my  watchword  before  the  fight!  Union, 
iif  lin,  after  our  victory. 

<ir)d  alone  is  infallible,  and  it  would  be  mnnstnius  presumption  on  my  part 
wiTe  1  |«  set  myself  up  as  free  from  error  during  my  hnig  public  career ;  hut, 
"ith  my  hand  on  my  heari,  1  can  say  that  never  han  my  will  been  an  accnm- 
piiee  iti  my  faults,  but  rather  in  impotence  of  human  nature  to  accomplish  good 
iu  till-  absolute. 

'I'rnsi  to  the  sincerity  of  my  wonls  and  intentions.  I  cannot,  I  should  not, 
n"f  will  I.  elo-e  the  b.iok  of  my  life  with  a  falsehood.  I  only  seek  for  my  tomb 
a  iiewr  Liurtl  trt-e,  whose  shadow  shall  cover  it  in  the  midst,  of  peace. 

I>i  us  hasten  the  hour  ol  our  national  trinmph.  Oonlide  in  my  words,  and 
W  rpiidy. 

Unwn  with  the  empire!     I^ong  live  the  republic  ! 

A.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANSA. 

£liz«Bkthpurt,  Xkw  jER-iEV,  June  5,  1SG6. 
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[Enclosure  No.  3.] 

Mexican  Club  in  New  York, 

New  York,  June  20.  18fi6. 

Tlifi  mflnifcxto  hewA  by  Senor  l)on  Aiilnnio  Lopez  tie  Santa  Anna  at  Kliii- 
Ix^thport,  oil  tlie  5i]\  insiaiit,  Hiigf;i!i>t;3  man}'  and  various  reflections  to  uny  mic 
acquiiiiLeJ  witli  the  history  of  Mexico.  As  nooa  as  we  knew  that  Sciior  6iiuU 
Aniiu  was  dmrous  to  intrude  liiuiaeiragHin  into  our  pnlittcHi  atTair^,  we  publi^^litd 
a  protest  agiiini>t  his  pretensions.  It  will,  tbeii, 
iiiiw  ecime  of  the  main  reflectious  occurring  to  us 

Scfior  Snntii  Anna  begins  by  Inying  down  cert 
moriilri,  whicli.  if  tliey  can  be  applied  in  any  maiiner  to  our  country,  iomlve 
ideas  absolutely  erroneous.  He  epeaka  of  the  punirdimttnts  tbat  Heaven  »-iidj 
upon  people  wio  abuie  ike  gift»  and  advantagct  that  Prooidence  bratewt  upon 
them,  and  tlien  applies  tliem  to  our  country  in  these  words  : 

"  Our  riches  and  prosperity  in  days  gone  by  were  the  cause  why  oar  civit 
virtue,  unUermine<l  by  luxury  and  indolence,  were  disappearing  from  day  to 
day."     (See  Manifeit,  p.  4.) 

Wc  regret  tbat  S  mtn  Anna,  who  has  played  sach  a  prominent  part  in  ihe 
history  of  Meicico  for  so  many  ye;irs,  should  make  an  assertion  so  ridiculous  W 
men  of  sense,  though  it  has  been  very  often  repeated.  We  have  never  been  rich, 
happy,  and  lazy.  Though  our  country  has  many  elements  of  wealth,  chiedy 
mineral,  they  have  not  been  developed,  nor  can  they  be,  from  natural  caanej 
Bod  for  social  reasons  entirely  foreign  to  the  will  of  tlie  Mexican  people. 

The  natural  features  of  our  country,  its  numerous  and  immense  mountain^ 
its  want  of  navigable  rivers,  and  even  of  spring-waler  in  many  parLi,  are  nal- 
Ural  diaadvautngcs  that  have  retarded  the  progress  of  civilization,  impeding 
moral  and  material  progress,  and  easy  modes  of  communication. 

The  lamentable  condition  in  which  we  were  left  by  the  ignorance  of  our  ciia- 
qnerors,  the  ideas  of  intolerance  and  fanaticism  we  inherited  from  them,  haT« 
been  some  of  the  obj>tacles  to  the  prosperity  of  Mexico,  and,  in  general,  of  all 
the  Spanish  American  countries. 

For  these  causes,  entirely  independent  of  our  will,  we  have  been  poor  ind 
miserable,  and  hence  the  revolutions  that  have  troubled  us  ;  it  was  not  the  sup- 
posed abuse  of  gifts  and  advantages,  so  lightly  spoken  of  by  som  '..  Mezicn  Tia 
be,  and  will  be,  rich  and  happy  ;  but  it  has  not  yet  become  so,  because,  in  the 
order  of  nature,  it  is  impossible  for  a  new-born  infant  to  have  the  strength  of  t 

Is  not  the  four  years'  brave  resistance  of  the  people  against  their  invaders  t 
proof  to  Santa  Anna  that  the  civic  virtues  of  the  people  have  increased,  and  am 
diminished  ? 

lint  you  should  not  be  surprised,  continues  Santa  Anna,  that  the  great  men 
of  Mexico  and  South  America  should  have  similar  ideas ;  mine  teas  a  project 
nerrr  realized. 

If  crimes  are  to  be  excused  because  notable  men  have  commitled  tbem.  courts 
of  justice  had  as  well  be  shut,  and  the  word  moral  blnttid  from  the  dictionarr. 

Traitors  have  lived  in  every  nation,  and,  without  going  back  to  remote  tinu* 
Santa  Anna  may  look  at  the  late  Preitident  of  Santo  Domingo  as  a  notoroas 
examplo. 

In  regard  to  the  failure  of  his  project,  Santa  Anna  takes  care  to  tell  as  thxt 
it  was  not  through  him  it  fiiilcd,  "hul  on  wcount-  iif  the  nmr  that  lArm  ahtorM 
the  a/tcnlion  of  Europe"     (See  page  10  of  the  Manifett.) 

We  will  here  mention  his  reason  for  rec<)giiizing  the  Maximilian  intervenlinn 
At  Vera  Cruz,  in  another  manifest  published  at  St.  Thomas,  the  8th  of  Jnlv, 
ISlio,  after  General  Uazaiae's  rude  treatment  made  hioi  auddoaly  cban^  from 
monarchist  to  republican. 
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"  1  mutt  erplain,"  8«id  RanU  Ann«  to  tho  MexicnnB.  "  Tlie  newppapers  iif 
tlie  capital  published  lay  recignilion  of  Freocli  intervention.  Thac  act  was  not 
of  my  free  will ;  it  was  fiirced  upnn  mp  by  circutnstancp!"." 

"  The  tUnnter  in  wk>ih  I  inme  had  hardly  cntt  anchor  tn  ihe  port,  tehcn  Ihe 
French  rjHttmaniUr  of  Vera  Crus  came  on  lijard  and  injiirmed  mc  that  1  could 
not  land  till  I  ligned  a  condiliimal  paper.  If  I  did  not  liqn  I  wu  to  go  hack 
OM  the  uime  tteaiter.  The  conditiimt  were  tkiU  I  rerognisi-d  the  interreniton 
and  the  monarch  elect,  nnd  I  th'iuid  nddretg  no  manifett  to  lite  Mi'Xir.an  people. 
This  in*olenee  excited  my  iiulitfiiation  ;  hut  a  limg  rutynge  made  mi/  wife  rery 
*iik,  and  the  adrice  nfj'rieadt  who  eaiae  o»  board  to  ace  me  persuaded  me  to 
tigm  the  condition  " 

In  (^anta  Anna'ti  reply  to  General  Buzaine  at  Vera  Graz,  on  tho  12th  of  May, 
18ti4,  lie  aays,  a»  he  did  not  underttand  French,  wlii-n  lie  Hi^tied  tlie  paper,  he 
thought  he  WAS  only  required  lu  reco^ize  inlcrim/tioH  and  Maximilian.  I'Ut  not 
to  remain  mute,  liuth  tiM'xe  documents  say  that  timita  Anna  recognized  the 
emperor  Maximilian  and  French  intervention  ;  but  the  explanation  ii  not  very 
satisfactory. 

In  1864  he  told  General  Bazaine  he  did  not  knoir  what  he  was  siting,  be- 
cause  the  writing  was  in  French  ;  and  in  1 863  he  said  the  propoeaU  of  the  com- 
mandcr  of  Vera  Cruz  had  caused  him  greiit  indignation i  and  tbia  ii  a  certain 
pnxif  he  know  what  he  was  signing. 

When  General  Santa  Anna  speaks  of  himself,  he  doc9  not  wi^h  to  be  accused 
of  inconoistency.  Perhaps  not;  but  whoever  ti>ok&  at  any  of  the  periods  uf  hia 
lift!  cannot  hut  confei^s  that  he  changes  his  opitiions  with  considerable  facility. 
He  was  a  warm  republican  in  IS'22 — lukewarm  and  discouraged  afrer  a  little 
while;  he  was  a  monurciiist  fnim  iti&3  to  1S<)4.  at  IcaHt;  and  again  he  is  a  do- 
ci<Ie<I  republican  and  a  partisan  of  constitntional  liberty  in  IfiliG.  If  we  add  to 
thia  the  time  in  which  he  was  partisan  and  defender,  aa  a  military  man,  of  the 
Spanish  domiuatiou,  we  shall  see  that  the  charge  of  inconBiatciicy,  which  he  thinks 
ver^  hard,  is  justly  deserved,  and  he  cannot  deny  that  wc  have  a  reason  to  call 
him  changeable. 

One  of  the  proofs  of  levity  given  by  General  Santa  Anna  is  to  have  believed 
and  said  that  one  of  the  objects  of  the  tripartite  intervention  waa  to  secure  the 
happiness  of  Mexico.  Any  one  having  the  slightest  acquaintance  with  hialory 
and  with  the  human  heart  would  have  known  that  natives  are  not  in  the  habit 
of  shedding  their  blood  and  expending  their  treasures  disinterestedly,  and  for 
the  simple  pleaaure  of  doing  good.  Still  further,  all  sensible  men,  all  iiidepeiid- 
tnt  newspapcTH  of  every  country,  pointed  out  with  llie  greatest  cleameas  t^e 
true  object  of  the  three  Powers  in  interfering  in  the  biiainesa  of  Mcxtco^the 
deetruction  of  republican  institutions  during  the  civil  war  which  reddened  the 
territory  of  the  United  States.  Every  one  said — and  among  tliem  General  Prim, 
whose  official  opinion  cannot  be  doubted — that  the  Menican  repubhc  was  to  be 
destroyed  and  •  monarchy  substituted  in  its  place,  and  that  the  Archduke  Maxi- 
milian of  Austria  was  to  bo  at  the  head  of  that  monarchy.  Oh  the  3Uth  of  No- 
vember, 1864,  the  same  SeBor  Santa  Anna  wrote  from  Sdn  Thomas  to  his  old 
friend  and  ageut  Uon  Jo^c  iUaria  Gutierrez  Estrada,  and  this  betiire  the  allied 
forces  had  reached  Vera  Oruz,  the  following  : 

"The  candidate  of  whom  you  speak  to  me  (his  Highness  Archduke  Fernando 
Haximiliano)  is  the  best  you  could  Hud ;  therefore  I  hasten  to  give  him  my  ap- 
probation." 

Jtseemn  that  .^efior  Santa  Anna  knew  as  well,  or  better  than  any  other,  that 
Ihe  true  object  of  ihe  intervention  was  to  destroy  the  republic  and  subatitute 
fur  it  a  foreign  prince  supported  by  foi'eign  bayonets.  Ncveriheleaa,  he  asserts 
that  be  was  ignoratit  of  what  waa  going  on,  and  on  that  account  he  thought  it 
was  necessary  fui-  him  to  go  over  to  the  iutervcnticm  in  order  to  investigitte  its 
proceedings  and  its  attempta,  aud  to  watch  over  tho  gui -aiit<;ea  and  freedom  of 
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liU  pnuntrymen  Tliia  is  the  aatiiral  cxplnnation  of  his  visit  to  his  coantry  in 
lSfi4. 

Hi-rc  he  will  nllow  ne  Jo  remind  liini  of  the  liiHnwinf;  facts  : 

On  the  aSlh  of  r(;l.ruiiry,  1864.  the  dny  followiii^  his  arrival  at  Vera  Crnz, 
he  afidrcfppd  to  Don  Juhh  de  Uios  Pi-za.  who  slyled  himself  Under  Secretary  nI 
Wnr  juid  Njivy  of  the  Regency,  a  conimmiicntinn,  in  which,  after  acijuaiutitii; 
him  with  his  presence  in  thnt  city,  he  ii»e»  the  fnllowing  words  : 

"  In  coming  hack  to  my  nntive  counlry,  my  iiitcntioD  U  to  co-operate,  as  mnrh 
as  1  caiij  in  ihe  consolidation  of  the  fiirm  of  government  that  the  nation  hs* 
thoii<;ht  proper  to  adopt  under  the  hcnelicent  protection  of  the  ilhistrluus  Frince 
detfigniited  in  the  high  couuseU  of  Divine  Providence  to  raise  the  natiuu  from 
the  abyiia  of  n)i*foi'tiine  into  which  she  w«s  pUingttt)  hy  anarchy, 

"  I  hriiig  to  the  knowh-d{^  of  the  regency  that  it  can  have  my  hnmhie  fer- 
viced,  mid  dictate  the  ordora  it  wishes  to  tite  oldest  veterau  of  the  Mexicnu 
iirmy," 

TIlib  very  ch'ar  expression  of  Henliment,  signed  by  Senor  Santa  Anna,  per- 
fectly agrees  with  a  hnmbie  letter  which  lie  previoUfly  addressed  to  Archduke 
Maximilian  on  the  ^2d  of  December,  1$G3,  and  with  the  manifesto  of  the  nation 

Eihlislicd  111  Oriz:iba.  This  mauifento  was  the  canse  of  the  order  of  General 
nzaine  compellhig  him  to  re-enibnrk.  Amid  his  thousand  praises  of  the  arch- 
duke, and  a  thonsiim)  protestations  of  obedience.  Sefior  f^anta  Anna  says  : 

"  If  it  liad  been  possible  fur  me  to  follow  the  Mexican  commission,  your  high- 
ness would  have  heard  through  the  lips  of  one  of  the  pioneers  of  indL-pendenci.', 
who  occupied  for  so  ra:iny  years  the  first  place  among  his  countrymen,  the  raii- 
ficalion  of  what  the  wortliy  president  of  that  c  mmission  has  expressed  with  su 
much  ehiqucnce  and  sincerity." 

In  the  same  letter  he  says  that  the  empire  with  Mimimilian  at  its  brad  was 
the  only  remedy  capable  of  curing  the  disease  of  Mexico,  and  the  last  dawn  of 
its  hope,  and  he  concludes  it  with  these  expressive  words : 

"  I  hope  your  imperial  highneas  will  condescend  to  acknowledge  in  the 
oldest  veteran  of  the  Mexican  army  a  devoted  and  disinterested  friend,  uiid  janr 
moiit  obedient  servani,  who  wishes  you  the  greatest  happiness,  and  bumhiy 
kisses  the  imperial  hunds  of  yuur  imperial  highness," 

At  thut  diite.  not  very  remote,  tienor  Santa  Anna  showed  an  enthusiasm  and 
a  devotion  to  the  empire  which  strongly  contrasts  with  his  present  dnclaralioud 
iu  favor  of  the  republic. 

The  former  manifesto  resembles  the  latter  only  in  this,  that  it  describes  with 
glowing  colors  the  good  and  prosperous  state  of  Mexico  during  the  last  ditrt-itor' 
ship  of  Seiior  Santa  Anna — an  opinion  which  the  Mexican  people  umloubtedly 
does  not  share,  for  they  ro»e  in  mass  against  his  Highness  (a  title  which  be  took 
and  compelled  other  people  to  acknowledge)  and  forced  him  to  leave  suddenly 
the  territory  of  the  republic.  The  lest  of  that  documoni  strongly  censures  all 
the  republican  governments  of  Mexico,  and  all  those  of  the  liispauo- American 
countries,  and  especially  that  presided  over  hy  Sefior  Juarez,  thm  good  patriot, 
as  he  calls  him  himself  so  deservingly  iu  bis  present  manifesto ;  and  at  the  same 
time  shows  his  complete  attachment  to  monarchy  and  to  Maximilian 

"  At  solemn  moments  the  good  man  sought  to  speak  the  truth  with  frankness 
and  sincerity.  The  illusions  of  youth  are  gone  ;  in  presence  of  so 'many  disas- 
ters produced  by  that  system  (the  republican)  I  will  not  deceive  anybody;  the 
last  word  of  my  conscience  and  my  conviction  is.  the  constitutional  mouarchy." 

S<'D'>r  Antonio  Santa  Anna  does  not  confine  himself  to  praise  of  the  inonarcliy 
and  the  archduke,  but  entreats  the  Mexicans  in  the  most  pressing  manner  to 
preserve  the  memory  of  the  magnanimous  monarch  who  has  extended  to  ibetn, 
ao  opportunely  and  generously,  his  powerful  band. 

Are  we  not  justified,  with  such  facts  before  us,  in  doubting  the  assertions  of  his 
last  manifesto,  "  that  be  went  to  investigate  the  proceediugs  of  the  in 
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i.^rs  and  look  after  tlie  iiiterenU  and  liberties  of  his  cnuntrjmen,  and  that  lie  ncvt.T 
i^jiircd  fur  a  high  po:>ition  in  the  gift  of  tlie  arcbdukti  1" 
111  hia  |in?seiit  lUAnifesto  Seiior  tjnatn  Anna  eaye : 

"  1  have  in  no  manner  compromised  myfilf  ivitli  the  empire  ;  I  Lelong  entirely 
tn  iho  republic,  anil  in  presence  of  the  danger  by  which  our  conntry  ie  iiit'Li;icL><l, 
ibi;  hhdih  nf  all  pnrtiu^i  di:-ap|iear4  from  my  e'ghc.  I  am  not  a  uunaeivaiivo,  uur 
am  I  a  liberal ;  I  am  a  Mexican." 

Tbe  contrast  between  Santii  Anna's  manifRsto  of  18G4  and  hie  manifesto  of 
150l>  is  so  strong,  that  everybody  will  naturally  feel  inclined  to  ini[uire  afler 
llie  caaac  of  this  marvellous  conversion.  Mr.  Santa  Anna  having  prejKLrt'd  the 
(jui'jiiim,  we  proceed  to  give  the  answer  : 

'' General  Bjzaine  "*ay8  he,  "rudely  drove  mo  from  the  Mexican  ti  rriioiy,  and 
I  «M  obliged  to  re-embark  shortly  after  my  arrival.  I  bear  no  rei^eiiimi'nt  on 
thdt  ucuount.  I  am  rather  glad  the  outrage  was  committed,  because  it  may 
Live  saved  me  from  making  certain  coinpiomises  which  circumi^tance;t  might 
have  imposed  upon  mc,  and  because  it  opened  my  eyes  regarding  the  intentiunii 
of  the  inter  vent  iouists." 

lu  one  word,  the  rude  treatment  of  General  Bazaine  is  the  reason  why  SiTior 
Sunta  Anna  cxtricateu  himself  from  his  precedenrs,  and  forgi'ts  bia  warm  ad- 
vocacy of  the  intervention.  We  do  not  think  thnt  we  do  him  an  injnry  in 
btlifviiig  tliat  he  would  now  be  one  of  its  strongext  supporters  if.  instead  of 
Wing  received  the  order  to  re-embark,  he  had  received  with  ihc  impi'iial  deco- 
ratiim  hia  appntntment  as  commandei'  in  same  of  the  corpa  of  the  imperial  army. 
Ii  i*  impossible  to  deny,  however,  that  he  proceeds  systematically.  Oji|H>si-d 
tn  the  iiitcrvbntion  because  ill-treated  by  General  Bazaine,  who  represented  it, 
bi^  nddrefsed.  or  at  least  said  he  was  going  to  address,  his  complaints  to  the 
Trericb  Emperor  in  order  to  obtain  the  justice  to  which  lie  was  eniitli'd.  This 
monarch  undoubtedly  approved  the  act  of  the  commander  of  his  armies  as 
t-i-fi'ir  tJanta  Anna  did  not  receive  (:»t  least  nothing  is  known  on  that  subject) 
lilt  apology  which  he  expected. 

What  was  the  reason  of  hie  anger  against  Maximilian  I  Mr.  Santa  Anna 
tells  it  : 

"  M'liat  favor  did  I  receive  from  the  archduke  7  Does  he  not  by  his  silence 
fully  approve  the  violence  which  was  committed  against  my  person  1" 

tew  explanations  can  be  as  conclusive  as  this.  Seuor  Santa  Anna  knew 
that  the  InterveDtiou  was  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  his  countrymen,  because 
(i«ueriil  Uaziiioe  bids  him  U<  re-embark ;  he  lout  alt  faith  in  monarchy  and  nil 
hii!  enthusiasm  fur  .Maximilian,  becanse  the  hater  approved  by  his  silence  the 
conduct  of  the  French  general.  \Vc  appeal  to  all  sensible  men  to  say  if  it  is  a 
li-meriiy  on  the  part  of  the  antagonists  of  Sefior  Santa  Anna  to  doubt  of  hia 
on  vers  ion,  and  to  suppose  that  in  1804  he  went  to  Mexico  to  look  fur  a  high 
{'"iiiiinn  from  the  archduke,  and  not  to  look  for  the  security  and  the  libcrlies  of 
lii*  countrymen. 

Ill  following  the  examination  of  the  present  manifesto,  we  iind  that  Setim 
'S.inia  Anna  attempted  to  get  rid  of  the  accusation  of  having  once  aspired  to  the 
iuipciiiil  crown,  yet  a|ipearanccs  condemn  him 

During  the  dictainre  which  he  exercised  in  Mexico  from  the  mnnlh  of  Febru- 
ary, 1653,  down  to  the  month  of  August,  1855,  his  policy  assumed  euchaciiurse 
lliat  everybody,  the  ignorant  and  the  wise,  foi'eigners  and  Mexicans,  supjiOAed 
(bat  he  was  ready  tn  proclaim  himself  emperor  of  Me.\ico.  He  supprt-ssid  all 
''liadow  of  national  lepreeeotation,  all  vestig|^  of  popular  election.  All  pnbUc 
officers,  b<?ginning  with  the  governors  of  departments,  and  ending  with  the  most 
insignificant  of  them  all,  the  sub-prefect,  were  dicectly  or  indirectly  appointed 
by  him.  He  also  ordered  every  one  of  his  officers  to  be  called  by  his  respective 
title,  vfaile,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  republic,  these  titles  were  to  be  given 
in  writing  only.     lie  revived  the  order  of  the  Knights  of  Guadalupe,  which 
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wns  oslnhliiihed  by  Emppror  Ituvbide,  flnil  appointrd  himself,  of  course,  mn>w 
of  the  order,  chrtiiKhig  the  tillt!  of  excclloncj',  which  had  hitherto  bpen  given  to 
the  Preiiidcnt  of  the  republic,  iiit"  that  nf  BereiiiBfima  highneiis.  He  create]  sii 
army,  which  he  drtsned  riclily,  and  which  he  called  his  hi»bDes»*B  gnnrd ;  in 
short,  lii>  behaved  in  hiicIi  a  wiiy  that  he  cannot  ticcu^e  tlie  people  of  levity  in 
attrihiiiing  to  him  ihe  iiitetition  of  wearing  the  crown.  This  happened  in  1S53 
and  1S54,  at  a  tunc  when  the  memory  of  the  prince  resident  of  the  Frencli  ti^ 
pat>lic,  and  that  of  the  coup  d'etat  of  the  2d  of  December,  was  Btill  freab  iu  all 
miudx. 

There  in  a  circumstance  which  we  ignored,  and  that  ScfioT  Santa  Anna  W 
just  revciiled  to  us  : 

"  GencriiU,  and  even  govcmore  of  departments,"  says  he,  "  awaited  only  my 
acqniei^ci'nct^  in  order  to  proclaim  me  emperor  on  my  birthday.  •  •  •  It 
was  enough  for  me,  in  oi'der  to  wear  tlii;  imperial  crown,  to  stretch  out  my  hanil.' 

ScSor  Santa  Anna  will  allow  ue  a  flight  observation.  We  do  not  donbt  f»r 
a  Bingle  mument  that  the  generals  and  guvernora  appointed  by  hie  aerenia«inia 
bighneis  would  have  been  disposed  to  proclaim  him  emperor,  because  wonte 
things  were  seen  in  the  Roman  senate  in  the  lime  of  Tiberius;  but  we  doubt  very 
much  that  the  Mexican  pcojile,  who  conld  not  suffer  him  as  dictator,  and  com- 
pelled him  to  fly  in  August,  165!>,  would  have  tolerated  htm  as  a  king.  Perliapii 
we  are  mistaken;  but  Seilor  Santa  Anna  will  agree  that  our  doubts  are  not 
without  foundation. 

If  this  isnot  sufficient,  there  is  another  conclusive  proof:  the  full  power 
which  he  gave  to  Senor  Gutierrez  Estrado  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1865,  "to  enter 
mta  arraiigi-mcntA  and  make  the  proper  otfers  to  the  courts  of  London,  Pari;;, 
Madrid,  and  Vienna  to  obtain  from  those  governments,  ur  from  any  of  tbem, 
the  establishment  uf  a  monarchy  derived  from  any  of  the  royal  races  of  iboae 
powers." 

llehi  we  cannot  but  confess  that  the  arguments  of  t^enor  Santa  Anna  are 
extremely  hajipy.  This  document  proves  conclusively  that  on  the  Ist  of  Jtily, 
1854,  he  did  nut  think  to  make  himself  an  emperor,  but  to  sell  bis  country, 
preparing  to  transfer  it,  with  its  hands  and  feet  tied  up,  to  the  power  of  ii* 
conqueror*,  or  to  some  other  foreign  princes.  This,  which,  in  accordance  with 
the  most  obvious  principles  of  universal  moraU,  we  call  treason,  Seiiot  Santa 
Anna  calls  a  master- stroke  of  disinterestedness.  Of  such  a  disintereetedne** 
Senores  Almonte,  Marquez,  and  other  traitors,  supporters  of  Maximilian,  could 
boost  with  as  much  reason.     *  «  *     He  thought  himself,  bound  only 

to  recognize  the  French  intervention  and  Maximilian. 

"  liitt  why  insist  in  chnrging  me  t"  says  Senor  Santa  Anna*in  hiH  last  mani- 
festo. "  I  sinned,  and  I  lepeut;  and  to  canse  all  my  wrongs  to  be  forgotten  I 
am  here  now  ready  to  figlit,  and  die,  if  it  is  necessary,  itt  defence  of  the  indi^- 
pendence  of  the  republic,  of  the  constitutional  government  to  which  I  submit-" 

"  Where  is  the  Mexican  who  can  refuse  my  services  without  de<ierviiig  the  op- 
probrium of  history,  or  deny  mu  the  right  to  fight,  and  die,  if  necesaary,  in  de- 
fence of  nur  desolated  hearths?  •  *  *  l>o  not  forget  that  domestic 
disunions,  wheu  the  soil  of  our  country  is  being  profaned  by  foreign  invaders,  is 
equiv^ilent  to  desertion  in  tlw  face  of  the  enemy.  •  »  «  Let  all  dis- 
sensions among  oor  countrymen  cease,  and  let  all  hatred  be  reserved  for  the  for- 
eign domination  that  covers  us  now  with  ignominy  and  shame."  "By  reasoa 
of  nay  antecedents,  of  my  position  in  the  conservative  party,  and  even  of  my 
long  absence  from  the  country,  I  believe  tnyscif  to  be  the  one  called  upon  to  re- 
unite all  minds.     *         *         «     Confide  in  my  words  and  be  ready." 

However  inclined  weare  to  believing  what  Senor  Santa  Anna  tells  us.  we  cannot 
erase  from  our  memory  that  the  same  arguments  he  presents  now  ia  favor  of  the 
repnblic,  he  presented  a  few  months  ago  iu  behalf  of  the  intervention  and  of 
Maximilian.     Then,  upon  his  heart  he  Bwears  that  hU  lost  worda  were  iu  favor 
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of  monarefay ;  now,  he  aaaares  na  that  they  were  in  favor  of  the  republic.  What 
reasons  can  we  find  to  believe  the  last  better  than  the  first ) 

Aa  he  wiahes,  however,  to  fight  now  for  the  republic,  and  to  contribute  to  its 
Irinnph,  weconcede  that  Senor  Snnta  Anna  is  right  in  the  desire.  Nobody  can 
prevent  him  from  doing  it,  Let  hira  disburse  a  portion  of  his  immense  wealth 
on  the  purchase  of  arms  to  increase  the  number  and  the  power  of  the  independent 
solrjiers.  Let  him  go  to  Mexico,  unfurl  the  tri-color  banner,  and  precipitate  him- 
self Bg«inBt  the  invaders  who  are  profaning  the  soil  of  our  country.  It  may  b« 
SD,  but  let  UB  understand  each  other. 

If  w«  are  to  believe  the  city  newspaper  which  has  taken  charge  of  assisting 
SeQor  Santa  Anna,  the  latter  wishes  that  the  constitutional  govemmeut  should 
appoint  him-general-in-chief  of  the  republican  armies.  Can  Sefior  Santa  Anna 
tnugino  that  any  one  of  these  deserving,  hungry,  naked,  disarmed  citizens,  who 
have  been  constantly  struggling  against  the  power  of  France  for  the  last  four 
jeara  for  independence  and  the  republic  would  consent  to  obey  him  t  Does  he 
believe  it  possiole  that  the  constitutioual  government  which  represents  that  people, 
rho  keeps  still  fresh  in  its  memory  the  defection  of  Urugua  and  others,  could 
forget  the  protest  Senor  Santa  Anna  made  yesterday  in  opposition  to  that  of  to- 
day, and  give  him  command  of  that  army  which  is  the  pillar  of  Mexican  nation- 
ality  ?  We  are  ready  to  concede  that  Seilor  Santa  Anna's  conversion  is  genuine. 
But  who  can  tell  as  that  if  SeHor  Santa  Anna  waa  aick  again,  or  if  the  French 
*ere  to  lay  a  anara  few  him  like  that  of  making  him  sign  a  docnment  in  the 
Freuch  language  he  does  not  understand,  he  would  not  transfer  the  army  given 
him  by  the  government  for  the  defence  of  the  repnblic  to  its  enemies  ? 

We  b^  Seiior  Santa  Anna  to  dismies  bis  fervor,  and  he  will  be  convinced 
ihst  [hese  mistmsta  and  doubta  are  all  natural ;  that  every  person,  however  in- 
different to  our  party  divisions,  Ja  led  to  entertain  them. 

There  ia  yet  another  reaaon  which  we  beg  Senor  Santa  Anna  to  weigh  with 
impartiality.  This  very  party,  which  has  not  bargained  nor  ever  will  bargain 
wi  lb  the  invader — thoaearmedcitisens  whom  he  justly  called  heroes — they  are  the 
une  who  have  been  fighting  till  they  have  achieved  the  conquest  of  great  princi- 
ples, apon  which  reste  now  the  Mexican  canstitution  as  well  as  its  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  That  conservative  party  to  which  SeSor  Santa  Anna  formerly  belonged, 
over  which  he  haa  now,  accoi^ing  to  his  owu  confession,  a  great  influence,  has  been 
the  constant  adversary  of  that  principle.  Supposing  SeQor  Santa  Anna  to  act 
in  good  futh  in  defence  of  independence;  will  any  one  be  accused  of  levity  who 
fears  that  he  would  destroy,  after  his  triumph,  the  work  that  Maximilian  and 
the  French  did  not  dare  to  touch — a  work  that  they  wished  to  consider  as  a  title 
of  glory  and  popularity  1  Does  Se&or  Santa  Anna  believe  that  these  doubts 
and  fears,  so  well  founded,  would  give  him  such  a  fame  as  to  enable  him  to 
conciliate  opinions  ? 

We  could  add  more,  but  enough  has  been  said  to  prove  that  we  bear  no  per- 
sonal hate  to  SeBor  Santa  Anna,  uor  are  we  moved  by  a  spirit  of  partisanship. 
None  of  these  motives  inspired  the  protest  we  signed  on  the  loth  of  last  May. 
Simply  citizens  for  the  most  part,  and  far  remote  from  the  influence  of  office,  no 
one  can  say  that  we  see  io  Seiior  Santa  Anna  a  terrible  rival  and  obstacle  to 
oar  aspirations.  All  of  us  are  moved  solely  by  the  love  of  our  conntry,  and  by 
the  wish  to  aee  it  independent,  for  which  we  have  fought  and  are  ready  to  fight 

FRANCISCO  ZANCO,  Prendenf. 
CIPBIANO  ROBERT,  Secretary. 
iSUBX. 


ilizecoyGoOQle 
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[Encloanre  No.  4. 1 
No.  389.]     Mexican  Lrgatiok  in  thb  Uivited  States  of  AMEKrcA, 

WaiAington,  May  24,  1866. 
MesBrB.  Loaie  G.  de  Vidal  y  Rivas,  Dario  Mazaera,  Rafael  Pombo,  and  A. 
Baiz  called  on  me  this  inoriimg. 

The  first  mentioned  delivered  tne  a  letter  from  Don  Antoaio  Lopez  de  Banta 
Abub,  dated  in  ElizabetLport,  the  2 let  inetant,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy. 

After  seeing  the  commiaBionere  I  will  reply  to  Mr.  Santa  Anna's  comraanica- 
tion,  and  will  send  a  copy  of  my  answer  to  yonr  department. 
1  repeat  the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  coneideFatioo. 

M.  fiOMEBO. 
The  MiNtSTBR  OP  FoKBlON  Affairs,  Pbmo  del  Norte. 


^Enclosure  No.  5.] 

Elizasetrfobt,  New  Jersbv, 

May  21,  1S66. 

My  Distinouishbd  Compatriot:  I  have  arrived  in  the  United  States  od 
my  way  to  our  country,  so  worthily  represented  by  yon  here,  and  1  would  have 
been  pleased  to  visit  yon  in  Washington  to  infram  yon  of  the  object  of  my  jodt- 
ney ;  but  as  this  is  impossible  at  present,  I  have  commissioDed  my  friends  Don 
Louis  Vidal  y  Rivas,  Colonel  Dario  Mazuera,  and  Don  Abraham  Baiz,  with  Ddd 
Rafael  Pombo,  who  volunteers  to  accompany  tbem,  to  nipresent  me.  They  will 
present  to  you  this  letter,  and  I  beg  of  you  to  receive  what  they  may  say  as 
coming  from  myself. 

I  cannot  remain  an  indifferent  spectator  of  the  misfortunes  of  oar  country, 
and  I  comprehend  that  my  apparent  iudiSerence  would  he  a  crime.  Under  t)i« 
present  circumstancee  it  is  of  the  most  urgent  necessity  for  the  triumph  of  tLe 
national  cauee  that  all  factions  should  be  reconciled  ;  and  that  confidence  should 
be  restored  both  in  the  country  and  abroad,  there  must  be  a  vigorous  arganiu- 
tion  and  unity  of  action. 

My  antecedents,  and  numerous  manifestations  that  have  been  addressed  to 
me  from  all  parts  of  Mexico  by  former  friends  and  even  political  opponents,  by 
disappointed  imperialists  and  by  indifferent  republicans,  persnade  me  that  I  sm 
the  one  who  is  celled  upon  to  set  the  necessary  example  as  a  loyal  soldier  and 
disinterested  citizen,  and  to  reconcile  the  national  elements  in  order  that  the  co- 
tire  nation,  ae  a  eingle  man,  may  work  under  the  direction  of  its  chief  msgis- 
trate,  and  that  the  triumph  may  be  as  we  caiiu«t  but  desire,  truly  Dational,  sat- 
isfactory to  all,  and  giving  sufGcieat  assurance  of  a  final,  powerful,  and  reipecta- 
ble  reorganization. 

It  is  not  strange  that  I  am  not  yet  judged  with  tlie  impartial  judgment  of 
history ;  that  day  has  not  yet  come.  When  it  does,  then  can  be  applied  le  mr 
the  words  of  Montesquieu :  "The  errors  of  statesmen  are  tiot  always  volunlaiy; 
they  are  often  the  necessary  consequences  of  the  lituatious  in  which  they  arc 
placed,  where  difficulties  reproduce  difficultiea." 

My  enemies  have  seen  in  me  only  a  Sylla ;  but  now  my  greatest  desire  is  10 
prove  to  them  that  I  should  not  be  compared  to  that  ferocious  Roman,  except 
in  entirely  separating  myself  from  public  affairs  when  I  still  had  power  to  con- 
trol them.  I  have  already  once  voluntarily  given  up  public  position  when  I 
still  had  poweriul  means  fot  sustaining  myself.  Now  it  is  my  intention  to  co- 
operate towards  the  restoration  of  the  constitutional  republican  government  b 
the  capital  of  Mexico ;  to  see  the  people  in  the  way  of  freely  reorganizing  them- 
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Belvea  bv  means  of  their  representatives,  and  then  immediately  to  vithdrav  to 

£  [irate  fife,  in  order  to  die  respected  and  tranquil  in  the  bosom  of  my  country. 
[y  ardent  dream,  my  ambition,  is  to  struggle  once  more  for  the  independence 
of  my  country,  and  to  re-establish  the  republic  I  was  the  first  to  proclaim  in 
1822,  to  pBHS  the  remainder  of  my  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  love  of  my 
fellow- countrymen,  and  to  merit  that  there  shall  be  inscribed  over  my  tomb  the 
gliinons  title  of  a  good  citizen. 

Of  the  firmnesa  and  sincerity  of  my  intentions,  if  it  is  possible  there  can  be 
any  donht,  I  am  disposed  to  give  whatever  proofs  may  be  exacted  ;  and  very 
far  from  wishing  to  act  on  my  own  account  and  thus  promote  still  another  con- 
flict and  a  new  dissension  in  the  constitutional  camp,  I  commence  bv  addressing 
myself  to  you  in  order  that  we  may  come  to  an  understanding  with  regard  to 
the  manner  of  my  co-operation ;  and  I  beg  to  request  that  yon  will  transmit 
this  eommnnicalion  to  Sefior  Juarez,  as  if  addressed  directly  to  him  in  askings 
his  coDimand^. 

I  do  not  donbt  that  the  people  of  our  country  will  in  the  end  profit  by  the 
experience  we  have  had.  lam  now  neither  conservative  nor  libertu;  I  am  only 
>  jfeiican,  and  I  open  my  arms  to  ail  my  countrymen 

In  a  few  daya  I  will  publish  a  manifesto,  which  I  hope  will  satisfy  all  who- 
desire  to  know  my  sentiments  and  the  object  of  my  joamey.  The  gentlemen. 
in  charge  of  this  letter  will  give  to  yon  all  necessary  explanations,  and  you  caik 
Epcak  to  them  as  you  would  to  me. 

I  hope,  however,  to  have  an  opportunity  to  see  you  and  to  renew  to  you  per- 
sonally the  assurances  of  my  high  appreciation  and  esteem. 
Four  obedient  servant  and  countryman, 

A.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 

His  Excellency  Don  Matfas  Bombro,  ^.,  i/v.,  ^. 


LEnclotnre  No.  6.] 

Xd.  391.]     Mexican  Lbqation  in  the  United  Statbs  op  Ambhica, 

WatAingtoM,  May  35,  1866; 
The  commissioners  of  Don  Antonio  Lopes  de  Santa  Anna  called  upon  mi 
again  to  day. 

I  answered  Mr.  Santa  Anna's  letter,  of  which  I  sent  yon  a  copy  yesterday,  ii 
the  terms  which  you  will  see  in  the  enclosed  copy  of  iny  answer. 
I  repeat  the  assurances  of  my  must  distinguished  eonsideratiun. 

M.  ROMERO. 
The  MiNiaTEH  of  Fobbion  Rblations,  Vato  del  Norte. 


fEaclosDre  No.  7.] 

"Washinoton,  May  25,  1866. 

Dbab  Sir:  Tour  commisnioners,  Dou  Louis  Vidal  y  Eivaa,  Colonel  DariO' 
Mazuera,  Don  Abraham  Baiz,  and  Don  Rafael  Pombo,  placed  in  my  hands  yes- 
terday the  letter  which  yon  have  been  pleaeed  to  address  to  me  under  date  of 
the  Slst  instant,  ftvm  Elizabethport,  advising  me  of  your  arrival  .in  this  coucitry, 
on  your  way  to  Mexico,  where,  as  you  inform  me,  yon  desire  to  go  to  fight  for 
the  independence  of  the  country,  nnder  the  direcdon  of  its  chief  magistrate. 

In  compliance  with  yonr  request  in  the  said  communication  that  I  would 
transmit  the  same  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  I  forwarded  yesterday  a  cop7 
to  the  mioister  of  foreign  relations  and  of  government. 
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I  hftve  listened  with  interest  to  what  your  commisBion ere  have  stated  to  me, 
in  your  name,  with  regard  t^  your  intentione  aud  the  motives  that  have  guided 
your  conduct.  To  avoid  any  mi^uadere tan  ding,  I  think  it  proper  to  pat  my 
reply  to  them  in  writing,  to  he  delivered  to  you  as  the  result  of  their  miMion. 

If  you  had  not  been  the  first  to  propose  the  establishment  of  a  Kttropean 
monarchy  in  Mexico,  when  you  «ere  at  tlie  head  of  the  nation,  acd  had  not 
recognized  and  sustained  the  intervention  which  the  Emperor  of  the  French  is 
inflicting  upon  our  country,  as  is  proved  by  the  documents  recently  published, 
I  do  not  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  iu  the  government  of  the  repnblic 
accepting  and  making  nae  of  your  services,  for,  in  a  foreign  war  bo  holy  as  the 

f  resent,  all  party  differences  should  disappear;  and,  in  my  opinion,  not  even  the 
'resident  would  have  the  right  to  prevent  any  Mexican,  desirous  of  defending 
his  counti^','from  complying  with  his  duty  in  this  regard. 

But,  nn fortunately,  in  your  case,  there  are  peculiar  circumstances  that  chsage 
the  aspect  of  the  question.  Besides  resting  now  under  the  staio  of  haviog 
(recognized  and  given  all  the  weight  of  your  influence  to  the  treasonable  project 
■of  overturning  the  national  government  of  our  rountry  and  establishing  auotbei 
ithat  would  make  it  a  mere  dependency  of  France,  there  is  the  circumstance  that 
•during  the  later  years  of  your  life  you  have  been  intimatelr  associated  with  the 
■«actionary  party  of  Mexico,  which  is  the  party,  as  is  well  known,  that  has  been 


the  promoter  and  supporter  of  the  unpatriotic  designs  that  I  have  mentioned. 
This  ■■■—-■  ■       ■  .    •  ■      . 


calculated  to  give  rise  to  apprehensions  that  in  the  pitrticipatioa  yoo 

g  to  secure  in  the  affairs  of  the  republic  jou  might  undertake  either 

promote  another  revolution,  as  you  have  often  done  before,  in  favor  of  that 

!  purpose  of  protecting  the  guilty  members  of  it,  which  would 

of  disagreement  and  a  great  evil  to  our  country,  as  thus  the  Jnit 


party,  or  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  guilty  members  of  it,  which  would 
be  a  new  cause  of  disagreement  and  a  great  evil  to  our  country,  as  thus  the  Jnit 
expectations  of  our  people  would  be  frustrated  ;  or,  at  least,  that  you  might  tiy 


to  create  a  new  party,  and  thus  give  rise  to  other  dissensions  which  could  only 
result  in  the  benefit  of  our  invaders.  All  these  circumstances  render  it  a  difficuli 
question,  in  my  judgment,  to  decide  whether  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  our 
-country  that  your  services  should  he  accepted  or  not.  This  question,  as  well  from 
its  grave  importance  as  from  the  knowledge  it  requires  of  the  circuio stances  of 
tlie  nation,  can  oolv  be  decided  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic  to  whocn 
the  Mexican  people  have  confided  its  desttaies. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  you  are  disposed  to  make  the  proper  explanations  and  to 
give  the  necessary  securities ;  nor  do  I  doubt  that,  in  view  of  all  this  and  of  the 
circuustaiices  of  the  republic,  the  President  will  decide  as  may  be  best  for  IIk 
interests  of  the  country. 

Without  awaiting  bis  decision,  I  can  say  that  I  believe  it  to  be  your  dnty  not 
to  undertake  any  proceedings  that  may  create  difficulties  or  complications  for 
the  government  or  the  nation  if  your  services  are  not  accepted- 
I  am,  very  attentively,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMEBO. 

SeGor  DoQ  Antonio  Lopbz  db  Santa  Anna, 

Elizabethport. 


[EncIOBUraNo.  a.] 

ITo.  289.]         Dbfartmbnt  OF  FoBRio.-(  Rklations  and  of  OoVBaNMB^, 
ChiAnahua,  July  6,  1866. 

With  your  note  (No.  369)  of  the  S4tb  of  May  last  you  enclosed  to  me  copy  of 
the  communication  addressed  to  yon,  under  date  of  the  !ilst,.by  Don  Antonio 
Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  aud  with  your  note  (No.  391)  of  the  SStfa  of  the  same 
naoQtb  you  enclosed  to  me  copy  of  your  reply. 

In  this  commnnicatiou  SeBor  Santa  Anna  manifbated  to  yon  his  desire  to  now 
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leod  his  serriceB  to  the  cause  of  the  republic  against  the  foreign  interrention, 
and  be  asked  jou  to  transmit  his  communication  to  the  gavemmeiit.  You  re- 
plied that  you  bad  eo  transmitted  it,  and  explained  t«  him  the  reasons  why  jroa 
judged  it  proper  that  joa  shonld  leave  it  to  the  government  to  determine  whether 
uia  Bervi.:e8  flfaonld  be  accepted  or  not. 

Your  two  notes  have  been  laid  before  the  President  of  ihe  republic,  and  he 
has  approved  your  conduct  in  the  affair. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  existing  war,  in  which  Mexico  defends  ber 
independence  and  her  republican  institutions  against  the  pretensions  of  a  for- 
eign intervention,  it  has  been  the  constant  rale  of  the  government  of  the  repub- 
lic never  in  any  manner  to  refuae  to  accept,  on  account  of  past  differences  uf  a 
purely  political  character,  the  services  of  all  Mexicans  who  in  good  faith  deeire 
to  volunteer  and  loyally  to  defend  the  cause  of  tliejr  country.  Far  from  np- 
posing  difficulties  to  those  who  have  ao  proceeded,  impelled  by  a  noble  patriot- 
ism, the  government  has  justly  esteemed  and  has  accepted  with  satisfaction  the 
servtcea  of  those  whom  it  might  before  have  considered  as  political  adversaries. 
Many  of  these  are  now  combatting  under  the  flag  of  the  government,  and  others 
have  already  consummated  their  ctmsecration  to  the  country  by  a  glorious  death. 

If  tbe  government  could  consider  Seflor  Santa  Anna  in  this  condition,  it 
would  Dot  hesitate  for  a  single  moment  in  thankfully  accepting  the  offer  of  hi» 
services ;  but  the  grave  charges  which  appear  in  all  his  previous  conduct  do  not 
permit  it  to  have  any  security  in  the  loyalty  of  his  intentions,  nor  even  is  there 
any  doubt  which  might  iucline  it  in  his  favor. 

This  is  not  the  occasion  to  enumerate  the  numerous  charges  that  have  been 
made  and  are  now  being  made  againat  him  by  honorable  men  of  all  parties  and 
of  all  opinions,  who  consider  him  as  the  first  and  most  constant  promoter  of  an- 
archy, of  immorality  and  of  corruption.  It  is  sufficient  now  to  notice  particu- 
larly tbe  principal  part  which  he  has  bad  in  placing  in  peril  tlic  independence 
of  the  country,  and  in  bringing  upon  it  all  the  evils  of  a  fiirefgn  intervention. 

In  the  documents  which  have  been  published  by  his  own  accomplices,  it  is 
seen  that  when  at  the  bead  of  the  government  of  the  republic  he  solicited  in 
1854  European  intervention,  that  he  continued  laboring  for  the  same  object 
thereafter,  and  that  when  Maximilian  was  proposed  aa  its  instrument  he  hum- 
bly offered  to  him  bis  person,  hia  inflaence  and  his  services.  Scarcely  two  years 
have  passed  since  SeBor  Santa  Anna  came  to  the  national  territory  with  tbe 
hope  of  obtaining  the  reward  of  bis  treason,  and  solemnly  protesting  that  the 
last  conviction  of  his  life  was  the  monarctiy,  and  bis  last  desire  to  submit  him- 
self to  a  foreign  power. 

Defended  in  his  hopes,  rejected  and  banished  by  bis  own  accomplices,  who 
feared  they  might  afterwards  be  betrayed  by  him,  he  did  not  even  then  resolve 
to  serve  his  country,  even  although  impelled  by  resentment  at  the  insults  he  bad 
received.  The  intervention  then  appeared  powerful,  and  he  did  not  wish  to 
participate  in  the  perils  of  tbe  defenders  of  his  country.  Not  until  two  years 
afterwards  has  he  cume  to  offer  bis  services,  when  he  has  aeon  that  the  last  hour 
of  the  intervention  is  about  to  strike. 

If  those  who,  led  by  bim,  have  called  in  the  fureigner,  have  believed  that  they 
had  well-founded  motives  to  distrnst  and  fc.ir  tbat  ho  would  aflerwards  prove  a 
traitor  to  them,  how  much  greater  would  be  tlie  distrust  and  apprehension,  upon 
seeing  him  at  their  side,  of  the  defenders  of  the  republic.  Remernbering  that  he 
bad  affiliated  with  all  parties,  th^t  he  bad  procUimed  every  cause,'and  that  he 
had  recently  protested  his  final  adhesion  to  the  fiireign  monarchy,  they  would 
not  wish  to  combat  iu  tbe  same  camp,  fearing  that  he  would  deliver  them  np> 
and  they  would  not  wish  to  unite  with  him,  much  li'ss  place  themselves  under 
bis  orders,  fearing  that  be  would  contrive  their  destruction. 

They  would  even  fear,  as  already  some  have  said,  that  he  came  sent  by  the 
foreign  intervention  in  order  to  introduce  an  elemeut  of  discord  among  the  de- 
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feDders  of  the  republic,  and  in  order  that,  on  the  termiaation  of  the  interreDlion, 
those  who  have  favored  and  euBtained  it  might  have  in  him  a  friend  and  inp- 

Even  BuppoBing  that  the  intentione  of  Setior  Santa  Anna  ehould  now  be  loyil, 
the  constant  euepicion  which  would  be  awakened  hy  his  past  acta  would  reader 
not  only  useless  under  the  present  circnmitancea,  but  even  prejudicial,  the  adr 

Although  the  government  might  wish  to  place  in  him  aome  confidence,  it  dots 
not  believe  it  possible  that  it  would  also  be  felt  by  the  defenders  of  the  national 

In  order  not  to  believe  in  his  new  protesta  of  patriotiem,  they  wonld  repeat 
that  he  has  violated  before  all  his  oaths,  and  that  he  haa  broken  before  his  moBt 
solemn  engagements. 

In  order  not  to  believe  his  new  protects  of  loyalty  to  the  republic,  they  would 
repeat  tlie  charges  chat  have  been  made,  that  as  nn  officer  be  has  been  dialoytl 
to  all  the  governments  that  have  employed  him ;  that  as  the  head  of  the  govern- 
ment he  haa  been  disloyal  to  all  the  parties  who  have  aided  faim  to  power;  ud 
that  as  a  Mexican  hu  has  been  lately  disloyal  to  the  cause  of  his  country. 

For  thefe  considerations  ihe  President  of  the  republic  does  not  believe  it  in 
any  manner  compatible  with  bis  duty  to  admit  the  offer  which  Sefior  Santt 
Anna  has  now  sought  to  make  of  hie  services.  Nor  does  be  believe  that  his 
manifestationB  or  protests  of  patriotism  c:ia  be  in  any  manner  considered  as 
Bufficipnt  to  relieve  him  from  the  very  grave  charges  which  exist  against  bim. 

Senor  Santa  Anna  having  asked  yon  to  transmit  to  the  goremment  bis  com- 
tunnication,  you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  to  him  this  reply.  I  renew  to  you 
my  most  distinguii>bed  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

The  Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Minuter  of  the  Mfxican  RepubUe  in  the 

United  State*  of  Amenca,  WatAingtM,  D.  C. 


[Encloanre  No.  9.] 

Mexican  Legation  in  the  United  States  op  America, 
Was/tingto»,  Avgutt  6,  1866. 
In  my  letter  to  you  on  the  25th  of  May  last,  in  reply  to  yonrs  of  the  SIst  of 
the  same  month,  I  informed  you  I  had  eent  your  note  of  that  date  to  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  republic,  in  accordance  with  your  wishes.  Thisday  I  received 
a  note  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  I'ejada,  minister  of  foreign  relations  and  govenimeot 
of  the  republic,  dated  in  Chihuabna,  the  6tb  of  July  last,  and  numbered  £&9, 
containing  the  answer  of  our  government  to  your  offer  of  services. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  to  me  in  that  note,  I  send  yon  a  copy  of  it- 
I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  most  attentive  con- 
aideration. 

M.  ROHEBO. 
Sefior  Don  Antonio  Lopbz  db  Santa  Anna, 

New  York. 

Washinoton,  AttguMt  12, 1866. 
A  true  copy : 

r.  D.  MACIN. 
Second  Secretary  of  the  Legatiim. 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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[EncloBore  No.  10.] 

We,  MaxirailiaD,  emperor  of  Mexico,  decree  : 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  appointed  a  receiver  W  take  an  inventory  of  the 
property  which  Don  Antonio  Lopez  dc  Santa  Anna  pOBsesaes  within  the  limits 

Art.  a.  Said  receiver  eihall  ke«p  an  exact  account  of  the  revenuefl  yielded  by 
such  property,  and  eball  stake  deposit  of  said  revenues  for  eafe-keeping,  without 
deducting  any  sams  except  such  aa,  with  the  approbation  of  this  ^vemment, 
shall  be  allotted  to  the  members  of  Banta  Annu's  family  actually  residing  within 
the  territory  of  the  empire. 

Aet.  3.  No  contract  having  rclntion  to  the  said  property  ahall  have  the  force 
of  law  without  the  written  approbation  of  the  said  receiver. 

Our  minioter  of  the  interior  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present 

Given  at  the  palace,  ia  Mexico,  the  13th  day  of  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  order  of  the  emperor  ; 

JOSE  SALAZAR  ILARREGUL 

Minitter  of  the  Inlerior. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Dbfartmbnt  of  Statu, 

WaxhiH^toK,  Augutt  SO,  1866. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  12th  instant,  containing  some  documents  with  regard  to  the  offer  of  General 
Santa  Anna  of  his  services  to  your  government  and  the  refusal  of  the  same  to 
accept  tliem,  for  which  be  pleased  lo  accept  my  thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  sssurancea  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H:  SEWARD. 
Senor  Don  M.  Rombro,  4^.,  l(r,.,  Ifc. 


No.  118. 
Mr.  Romfto  to  Mr.  Seteard. 

[Translation.] 

Mexican  Lboation  to  thb  United  States  op  Amrrica, 

Waikinglon,  Scfiltmber  29,  ]  866. 
Mr.  Secretary  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tiansmit  toy' lu,  for  the  information  of 
the  govemnKot  of  the  United  States,  the  documents  mentioned  in  the  accom- 
panying index  relative  to  Don  Antonio  Lopet  de  Santa  Anna's  offer  of  his  ser-, 
vices  to  the  government  of  Mexico,  to  which  I  alluded  in  my  notes  of  the  2Cth 
of  May  and  the  12th  of  August  last  to  your  department. 

I  am  pleased  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secre- 
tarvi  the  oBuurancea  of  my  most  distiuguisht'd  consideration. 

H.ltOM£BO. 

HoiU  Wli-LIAM  H.  SbWABU,  4c.>  Ift!.,  IfC. 

DigilizccoyGoOQle 
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Index  o^  doamtentt  tent  liy  the  Mexican  Legation  in  Wiuhington  io  the  De- 
partment of  State  of  tie  United  Slatet,  wttA  it*  note  of  tiit  date,  relating  to 
Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna. 


Don  Antonio  l^opez  de  Snnta  Anna'a  Tpplj  to  Mr.  Romero'i  1«tl*r  of  tbt 

SCtb-or  May  liut,  and  Ht.  Lerdo  de  Tt^jada's  note  of  tbe  6th  of  Julj 

following, 
Ur.  Romero's  rafutation  of  Don  A.  L.  de  Santa  AoDa'a  chsTgei  aod  impa- 

tatioDs  in  the  piecoding  letter. 
Mr.  Marisul  sends  a  copy  of  aaid  letter  to  Mr.  Ferrer  de  Canto,  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Cronica. 
Protest  of  tlexicauB  residing  in  San  Franrisco,  California,  bcuhbI  Don 

AntoDio  L.  de  Santa  Anna's  interference  io  public  affairs  in  Mexico. 
Protest  of  Mexicans  residing  in  New  Almaden,  California,  on  the  eame 

subject. 
Protest  of  Mexicans  residing  in  San  Asclre*,  Califomia,  for  the  iwh 

purpose. 
Protest  of  Mexicans   residing  in  Virginia  City,  Nevada,  for  m  similir 

puipose. 
Proteat  of  Meiicana  residing  in  Ssn  Juan  Bantisla,  with  Ibe  same  intentipn. 
Extracts  of  the  case  of  Taylor  agaiuat  Montgomery  and  Canedo,  sboni  dw 

purcltase  of  the  steamer    Agaee,   in  the  name  of  I>i>D  A.  L.  de  Sauia 

Anna,  to  bring  him  from  St  Thomas  to  the  United  States. 
Extracts  from  the  report  of  the  suit  of  Don  A.  L.  de  SanW  Anns  agaiojl 

Abraham  Daiz,  for  embeKzloment  of  money  given  to  bim  in  tnut. 
lUply  of  Abraham  Baiz's  lawyers. 
Santa  Anna's  case  in  the  supreme  court  of  New  York,  before  Jndg*  Bar* 

nard,  against  Dario  Mazuera  and  Abrabam  Baiz  for  breach  of  troiL 
Notice  of  the  suit  of  L  Martm  Montgomery  againel  Dan  A.  I^  de  Santa 

Anna,  demanding  JliO.UUO  for  services  rendered  as  bis  agent. 
Santa  Anna's  power  of  attorney  given  to  Dario  Haiuera.  in  8t.  TlM)n:l■^ 

on  tbe  Itith  of  December,  ]84>5,  authorizing  him  to  act  for  him  in  Ibc 

United  States. 
Notice  of  L.  M  Montgomery's  suit  against  Don  A.  L.  de  Santa  Anna,  (or 

services  rendered. 
Notice  ol  Emilia  Cupia'a  suit  against  Don  Lots  Q.  Vid^  y  Bivaa,  fordrbt 

and  his  imprison meOL 
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WASUnniTON,  atfltmbtr  29, 1866. 


lONO.  HABISCAL,  JecnUrf. 


[Enclosure  No.  1 .  ] 

No,  8  West  Twbntv-biqhth  Strbbt, 

New  York,  Seplemher  5,  1866. 

SlB  !  I  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  5th  ultimo,  encloiing  a  copy 
of  that  of  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  secretary  for  foreign  affairs,  dated 
at  Chihaahna,  July  6,  186C. 

I  had  previously  received  your  letter  of  May  85,  in  reply  to  my  own  of  the 
21st  of  the  same  month,  in  which  I  t«ndered  once  more  my  servicea  for  the  i<i- 
fence  of  tbe  national  canae.  The  singular  terma  of  which  yon  make  ose  in  lhi« 
letter,  casting  highly  offensive  and  unjiiiit  imputations  on  my  character,  had  re- 
atrained  me  from  answering  it ;  but,  as  the  two  notes  mentioned  at  the  bt^n- 
ning  of  this  (Mtmmanication  reproduce  and  officially  approve  those  terms,  1  am 
compelled  to  reply  to  those  imputations  once  for  all.  Before  going  any  further, 
allow  me  to  observe  ihst  the  rnde  and  a^resaive  tone  in  wbi^  you  respond  to 
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tbe  coarteooa  offer  of  jaj  lerriccB  in  m  Bolemn  a  caasQ  seems  to  me  not  onljr 
OQt  of  place,  bat  wholly  unworthy  of  a  public  msn. 

Id  tbe  notes  allnded  to,  you  see  fit  to  moke  me  tbe  object  of  the  most  black- 
ening charges.  SeQor  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  with  equal  disregard,  adopts  tbe  same 
coarse.  I  feel,  therefore,  in  duty  bound,  for  the  sake  of  truth,  to  oppose  to  said 
charges  laj  most  explicit  and  emphatic  denial. 

You  say  in  your  letter  of  May  25  (eubeequeDtly  approved  by  SeSor  T^ada) 
that  "  I  was  the  first  to  solicit  tbe  establiehment  of  a  European  monarchy  in 
Mexico  when  I  was  at  tbe  head  of  the  supreme  goTemment."  and  that  "  I  have 
recognized  and  supported  the  intervention  of  the  French  Emperor  in  our  conn- 
try's  affairs,  as  appears  from  documents  recently  published."  I  had,  until  now, 
no  idea  that  any  one  would  regard  as  real  evidence  the  gratuitous  charges  of 
persons  who,  among  onr  own  conntrymen  as  well  as  among  other  peoplp,  are 
ever  found  ready  to  attack  the  members  of  any  government  without  specifying 
or  proving  in  proper  form  any  of  their  accusations,  but  content  themselves  with 
Dtlering  vain  and  declamatory  accusations  that  have  no  weight  except  in  the 
estimation  of  tbe  ignorant.  If  the  urbanity  and  courtesy  with  which  1  have 
always  treated  even  those  whom  1  have  had  to  oppose  has  induced  you  to  ens' 
pect  me  of  supporting  this  or  that  form  of  government,  yon  have  fallen  into  a 
very  serious  mistake.  In  onr  past  national  struggles  I  have  always  treated 
Frenchmen,  Spaniards,  and  North  Americans,  even  on  the  field  of  battle,  with 
that  politeness  whioh  is  invariably  observed  among  cnliivated  men.  It  was  re- 
served for  yon  and  SeBor  Lerdo  de  Tejada  to  reject  the  offer  of  my  services  to 
our  conntry  under  the  very  strange  pretext,  indeed,  of  my  alleged  treason  to  all 
causes  and  parties. 

If  we  except  the  present  struggle,  (and,  as  you  say,  it  was  brought  upon  our 
country,  not  by  me,l)ut  by  onr  evil  passions  and  domestic  discords,)  there  has 
not  been  a  single  inslance  in  which  Mexico,  irom  tbe  time  of  her  political  trans- 
formation in  1821,  has  been  engaged  in  war  that  I  was  not  the  first  to  come 
forward  to  serve  her  unreservedly  with  my  person  and  private  resourceti.  Thus 
yoa  see  that  the  courtesy  and  politeness  with  which  I  treated  the  imperial  au- 
thorities, when  it  became  necessary,  is  inadvertently  made  the  basis  of  a  charge 
of  treason  against  me,  and  it  is  taken  for  granted  that  my  obedience  to  the  plain 
dictates  of  prudence  is  nothing  hut  infidelity  to  my  conntry.  Facts,  with  their 
irresistible  logic,  are  justifying  me.  Those  decrees  of  expulsion  with  which  the 
French  intervention  has  favored  me  do  not  certainly  afford  evidence  of  that  sup- 
port given  to  the  usurpers  which  has  been  so  gratuitously  attributed  to  me. 

Further  on  yon  state  yonr  reasons  for  not  accepting  my  services  on  behalf  of 
tbe  repnblican  cause,  remarking  that  '*  during  the  late  years  of  my  life  1  have 
appeared  associated  with  the  conservative  party  of  Mexico,  a  party  which,"  you 
say,  "  has  promoted  the  anti-patriotic  project  of  subjugating  Mexico."  "  This," 
you  continue,  "  would  cause  every  one  to  fear  that  by  having  a  share  in  the 
affairs  of  the  republic  I  should  contemplate  a  new  revolution,  as  (so  you  say)  I 
have  done  at  other  times  in  fovor  of  the  same  party,  and  with  Uie  decided  oh* 
ject  of  securing  the  impunity  of  its  guilty  members,  thne  disappointing  the 
reasonable  hopes  of  onr  people." 

I  do  not  understand  how  ideas  so  erroneous  and  incoherent  can  have  occurred 
to  yon.  If  any  real  fear  is  entertained  of  my  supposed  design  to  lead  a  new 
revolution  in  the  exclusive  interest  of  one  party,  let  me  ask  how  could  I  start 
such  a  scheme  by  placing  my  sword  at  the  service  of  its  most  bitter  antagonists  ? 
If  such  were  the  case  I  should  be  commencing  in  the  worst  possible  manner,  and 
should  sacrifice  by  such  a  step  that  irresistible  infiueace  which  you  say  that  I 
hold  over  the  conservative  party.  Moreover,  it  would  become  impossible  in 
such  a  way  for  me  to  make  a  whole,  uniform,  and  compact  body  of  that  party. 
'If  1  had  any  other  object  in  view  than  that  of  uuitiDg  all  parties  in  the  defence 
of  tbe  republic  and  its  independence,  I  would  not  have  placed  my  services  at 
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the  dif>pn«al  of  those  very  leaders  whom  I  hud  heretofore  to  oppose  in  armi 
while  I  waa  at  the  head  of  publ  c  affairs,  and  they  were  trying  to  disturb  publie 
order  and  to  upset  onr  political  iustituiioM.  By  this  step  I  i^aTO  tried  to  *el  an 
example,  for  our  rain  is  certain  if,  in  the  interest  of  our  common  country,  we  do 
not  all  forget  our  domestic  dissensions  and  discords,  and  use  our  united  endesTors 
in  defence  of  the  republic  sgainst  all  foreign  and  domestic  enemies. 

You.  as  well  as  Sefior  Tejada,  charge  that  I  did  not  offer  my  services  to  the 
republic  in  the  day  when  the  intervention  appeared  too  powerful,  but  that  now 
I  do,  when  the  intervention  is  about  to  he  abandoned.  I  never  looked  npou  the 
intervention  as  a  very  powerful  and  permanent  institution.  There  is  no  foreiga 
yoke  PC)  strong  that  a  people,  however  weak  they  may  be,  cannot  finally  shake 
off.  But  it  is  sad  for  one  who  loves  his  country  to  see  ill  feelings,  hatred,  Rud 
revenge  preside  over  the  councils  of  even  those  who  are  at  the  head  of  a  move- 
ment so  worthy  of  the  best  success. 

1  do  not.  indeed,  deplore  so  much  the  calumnious  imputations  of  which  I  am 
made  the  object  as  that  inexorable  disregnrd  wiib  which  the  extermination  ofao 
important  and  valuable  circle  of  Mcxicau  sociely  is  boldly  proclaimed.  The 
terms  in  which  you  and  the  government  at  Chihuahua  proscribe  a  numemos 

Sarty  of  the  Mexican  people,  form  a  perfectly  horrible  programme  of  death  and 
eeolalion.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  set  a  place  on  fire,  but  not  so  easy  to  eet 
hounds  to  the  damage  it  may  do,  or  to  foretell  the  number  of  victims  it  m«y 
sweep  away. 

I  do  fiimly  believe  that  unless  our  domestic  quarrels  and  hatreds  be  stifled, 
we  can  never  expect  to  witness  a  cessation  of  this  effusion  of  blood  by  our  coun- 
tryman, or  an  end  to  the  calamities  that  now  afflict  onr  unfortunate  nation.  Out 
of  decorum  I  have  cnrcfuUy  abstained  from  making  any  personal  imputationg 
while  repelling  the  charges  with  which  you  and  Senor  Tejada  have  sought  to 
overwhelm  me,  and  whicli  rest  on  the  Bupi>osition  that  I  am  influenced  by  the 
worst  of  motives,  and  to  judge  even  my  inward  intentions.  Are  you  not  aware 
of  the  coiifiscatiou  of  my  valuable  estates  by  the  imperial  authorities  in  puDi«b- 
ment  of  my  adhesion  to  the  national  cause  T 

I  might  as  well  have  made  no  reply  to  the  vague  and  unfounded  charges  con- 
tained in  your  notes  alluded  to,  but  I  feirel  thu  mr  sileuce  regj-rding  poiuti  of 
ao  mnch  delicacy  may  be  construed  in  an  unfavorable  sense. 

As  to  my  past  career,  to  which  you  allude  by  saying  that  I  have  served  ill 
parties,  allow  me  to  inform  you  that  no  partiiian  feeling  has  ever  actuated  my 
official  conduct.  As  a  soldier  I  have  always  ht-cn  found  at  the  post  assigned  to 
me  by  my  duty.  You  cannot  be  ignorant  that,  in  our  international  conflicts,  I 
have  always  fought  under  that  same  flag  which  I  was  the  first  to  unfurl  before 
the  civilized  world — even  before  the  formation  of  our  republic-  The  rough 
terms  in  wljich  your  notes  reject  my  services  do  not  deter  me  fronl  doinjr  my 
best  in  behalf  of  our  people.  1  am  siill  influenced  by  the  same  desire.  I  se- 
knowledge  the  same  duty  of  using  in  the  service  of  my  country  that  sword  with 
which  she  honored  me  in  her  brightest  days.  The  people  to  whom  yon  appejl 
will  know  how  to  appreciate  my  devotednees  in  thus  disregarding  the  scorn  of 
men  whum  I  had  to  oppose,  in  former  times,  in  the  defence  i>f  our  Mexican  in- 
Btitutions.  Fur  my  part  I  will  always  continue  to  promote  union  among  onr 
countrymen,  considering  it  an  indispensable  condition  for  the  triumph  of  the 
republic. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  Bervant, 

A  L.  DE  STA.  ANNA. 
Hie  Excellency  Don  H.  Romero, 

MinUlerfrom  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  at  Waihington,  D.  C. 

W*smNQTON,  SepUmbtr  29,  1866.    • 
A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Sfcretary. 
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[EDcloflnreNo.  3,] 

Washington,  Stplemher  20,  1866. 

Drar  Sir  :  Niglit  before  la^t  I  receWed  yonr  communication  of  the  5tb  in- 
stant, in  rf\i\y  to  mine  of  tlie  &>?th  of  May  last  and  6th  of  August  following,  with 
tbe  Uft  of  wliich  I  Bent  yon  the  aoewer  of  onr  government  to  your  offer  of  Ber- 
vieea  iu  your  letter  of  the  S.'ith  of  May,  already  mrntioned. 

The  reafon  why  it  was  ao  long  reacni.ig  me  was,  it  wae  mailed  nnpaid  to  the 
po»t  officf,  most  likely  through  the  oversight  of  your  secretary,  as  you  will  see  by 
tbe  envelope  which  1  return  to  you,  and  was  not  forwarded,  but  sent  to  the  dead 
letter  office  of  the  department  iu  Washington,  whence  it  was  sent  to  me  by  cour- 
tesy the  night  before  Inst.  I  make  this  explaaatiou  to  excuse  myself  for  not 
U)i>wering  yonr  commnnicstton  sooner. 

Here  1  ought  to  conclude  this  letter  were  it  not  for  your  remvkB  and  chaises 
made  upon  the  government  I  represent,  and  upon  me  in  person,  which  compel 
me  to  pive  a  more  lengthy  reply  to  your  commnuicalion.  This  I  prefer  doing 
in  a  pnv»te  letter,  because  1  can  thus  epenk  to  you  more  frankly  thau  I  could 
in  the  official  style. 

Yon  call  the  language  nsed  in  tbe  reply  to  yonr  offer  of  services  an  seeming 
rude  and  ntfensive,  and  you  lei  m  it  improper  and  altogether  unsuited  to  public 
men.  These  complaints,  which  I  think  without  foundation,  reached  me  since 
my  lettf-r  nf  the  2A[b  of  May  was  \a  the  hands  of  yonr  commissioners.  If  yon 
had  c<i(itiiii-d  yonrsflf  to  ranking  an  offer  of  yonr  services  in  writing,  I  would 
have  done  no  more  than  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  communication,  and 
informed  yon  that  I  would  tratismit  it  to  my  government ;  but,  besides  writing, 
yon  SKw  proper  to  send  a  committee  composed  of  four  gentlemen,  who  were  to 
explain  your  wishes  und  plans  to  me.  According  to  your  instructions,  and  the 
tenor  of  yonr  letter  of  the  Slst  nf  May  to  me,  they  entered  into  minute  expla- 
nations, with  great  candor  on  my  pnrt,  about  the  condition  of  our  country, 
and  the  piopriety  of  accepting  or  declining  your  services.  After  two  long  in- 
terviews with  them,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  put  the  principal  points  of  my 
remarks  in  writing,  en  that  there  should  be  no  doubt  about  my  meaning.  In 
my  le'.ti-r  I  did  my  best  to  be  frank  without  being  disrespectful  to  you.  I  had 
no  cause  to  offend  you,  nor  would  I  have  used  it  bad  tliere  been  a  reasnn.  I 
have  too  much  respect  for  the  position  in  which  my  government  has  phtced  me 
to  abuse  it  by  entering  into  peiiionnl  disputes.  Moreover,  it  would  have  been 
very  ungenerous  iu  me  to  seek  to  uffend  you,  when  you  were  offering  your  ser- 
vices to  our  country.  This  is  not  my  nature.  If,  therefore,  you  found  some 
sentences  in  my  letter  which  you  thnnghi  harsh,  and  perhaps  so  might  have 
been,  you  must  attribute  them  to  the  circumstances  and  facts  emanating  from 
your  antecedents,  and  not  to  any  inohle  desire  to  insult  you. 

Allow  me.  sir,  to  inform  you.  nncB  fur  all,  that, as  I  look  no  part  in  the  public 
affairs  of  our  country  while  you  were  in  it — for  I  have  only  been  connected  with 
polities  in  Mexico  since  December,  IS^H,  and  you  left  Vera  Cruz  in  August  of 
that  year — i  have  never  bad  you  for  an  opponent  in  politics,  nor  have  I  suffered 
any  injury  from  you  or  your  guvernment,  and,  of  cohrse,  have  not  the  slightest 
cause  of  resentment  against  you.  I  look  upon  youasahistoricalcharacter.and 
I  judge  you,  and  have  always  judged  you,  as  I'ar  us  I  was  able,  with  the  same 
impnrtiftlity  you  might  expect  from  future  generations. 

You  complain  that  I  made  <'harges  against  you  in  my  letter  of  the  25tb  of 
May,  which  you  term  defamatory,  and  say  are  without  touudation.  They  are 
two,  namely  : 

p'irst.  That  yon  were  the  first  to  solicit  die  establishment  of  a  foreign  mon- 
archy in  jtlexico  when  yon  exercised  the  supreme  power. 

Second.  That  yon  recognized  and  supported  tbe  intervention  which  tbe  Em- 
peror of  tbe  French  has  brought  to  our  country.  .  ~  ■ 
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These  two  facta  arfi  so  well  known,  and  have  been  acknowledged  by  yon  on 
so  many  occaeioDB,  and  in  bo  many  ways,  that  I  am  surprised  that  yon  now 
attempt  to  deny  them,  and  that  you  term  them  "gratuitous  imputatiooB."  Ton 
may  allege,  as  an  extenuating  circumBtance,  that  yon  were  mistaken,  aa  yon 
Lave  already  eaid  ;  you  may  say  that  the  error  was  in  good  faith ;  that  Uids 
you  thought  to  promote  the  well-being  and  proaperily  of  our  conntry  ;  hut  the 
fact  that  yon  solicited  the  establishment  of  a  foreign  goTemment  in  Uezico,  and 
that  yon  acknowledged  and  submitted  to  French  intervention,  and  gave  it  the 
eapport  of  yonr  name,  is  altogether  nndeniiible. 

'lo  convince  you  th^it  I  am  not  "  repeating  the  imputations  that  have  been 
thrown  upon  you  without  proof  or  substantiation  of  the  charges,"  I  would  inform 
yon,  at  the  risk  of  being  prolix,  that  the  publications  recently  made  by  your 
late  political  friends  furnish  all  the  proof  neceseary  in  this  particular.  'The  full 
powers  yon  gave  to  Don  Jose  Maria  Gutierrez  de  Estrada,  on  the  Ist  day  of 
July,  1 854,  while  you  were  dictator  in  Mexico,  ■'  anthoriziiig  him  to  n^oiiste 
with  the  courts  of  London,  Paris,  Madrid,  a:id  Vienna,  and  to  make  dne  efforts 
to  obtain  from  the^e  governments,  or  any  one  of  them,  the  establishment  of 
a  monarchy,  derived  from  one  of  the  dynastic  houses  of  those  powers  :  "  Tfaia 
might  prove  whether  or  not  bow  disinterested  you  were,  when  you  were  ready 
to  give  up  your  place  to  a  foreign  prince  at  a  time  when  yon  could  have  made 
yourself  monarch,  as  yon  assert  in  yonr  manifest  of  the  7th  of  June  last ;  but  it 
leaves  the  fact  that  you  did  solicit  the  establishment  of  a  European  monarchy 
beyond  douht 

.  In  the  same  documents  before  quoted,  published  in  January  last  in  Domben 
20  and  2i  of  the  so-called  Diario  del  Imperio,  the  authenticity  of  which  yon 
faave  never  disputed,  it  is  seen  that  as  soon  as  you  heard  that  the  Emperor 
Napoleon  had  decided  to  send  the  Archduke  Maximilian  to  Mexico — that  is,  on 
the  30th  of  November,  1861,  even  before  the  allied  forces  had  arrived  upon  the 
territory  of  the  republic  you  wrote  to  Mr.  GuUerrez  £strada  from  the  island  of 
St.  Thomas,  as  follows : 

"  The  candidate  of  whom  you  speak  (his  imperial  bighaess  the  Archdnks 
Maximilian)  is  unexceptionable,  and,  of  course,  I  hasten  to  give  him  my  appro- 
bation." Not  yet  satiafied,  yon  wrote  a  letter  to  the  archduke  himself  on  the 
22d  of  December,  1863,  expresaing  great  admiration  for  him  personally,  and 
making  protests  of  submiBsiuu  of  such  a  nature  they  might  serve  as  a  model  of 
epistolary  ^tyle  for  despotic  governments. 

Yon  next  went  to  Vera  Crus,  and  on  the  23th  February,  1861,  yoa  wrote  to 
Don  Juan  de  D.  Peza,  so-called  under  secretary  of  war  and  marine  of  the  re- 
gency established  by  the  French,  informing  him  yon  bad  relnrned  to  Mexico 
"  to  co-operate,  as  much  as  yon  could,  in  (he  consolidation  of  the  govemmcBt 
created  by  the  intervention;"  and  you  concluded  by  asking  that  the  ao-called 
regency  might  give  you  any  orders  it  esteemed  convenient. 

]f,  after  this,  yon  persist  in  saying  you  did  not  recognize  the  acts  of  the 
French  intervention,  we  must  confess  that  language  with  yon  has  a  different 
meaning  from  what  the  generality  of  men  give  to  it. 

In  the  communication  I  am  now  answering  yon  say :  "  If  yon  take  the  polite- 
ness and  civility  with  which  I  am  accustomed  to  treat  even  those  who  are 
opposed  to  me  as  evidences  of  a  support  to  this  or  that  government,  yon  are 
very  much  mistaken." 

If  you  call  your  support  of  French  intervention  in  Mexico  by  the  name  of 
civility  and  politeness,  we  can  hardly  believe  your  offer  of  services  to  na  in  Nay 
last  to  be  serious.  Perhaps  yon  will  hereafter  call  that  mere  politeneas  and 
civility,  particularly  when,  on  comparing  the  terms  of  the  two  offers,  we  find 
the  language  of  the  latter  much  more  expressive  than  that  of  the  former. 

Continuing  yonr  very  difficult  task  to  prove  that  you  did  not  recognise  inter- 
vention, you  say  J 
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"  Facts  are  in  open  contradiction  to  yoa.  Did  the  partisaiu  of  Maximilian,  or 
the  French  who  enBtained  him,  allow  me  to  Bta^  a  moment  on  the  soil  of  our 
conn  try  ?  " 

And  fiirtlier  on  you  add ; 

"  Do  yoQ  not  know  that  my  immense  estate!  have  been  confiscated  aa  a  pan- 
ishment  for  my  adhesion  to  the  nnttonal  cause!" 

Becaaee  the  French  and  traitors  did  not  admit  yon,  it  is  no  proof  that  yoa 
did  not  offer  them  the  influence  of  your  name,  and  even  the  aeeiEtance  of  your 
sword  ;  bat  it  is  a  proof  that,  on  account  of  yonr  past  conduct,  and  from  tha 
pecnliarities  of  the  present,  yon  did  not  inspire  them  with  confidence. 

The  fact  thnt  the  UBnrper  has  ordered  the  sequestration  of  your  property  in 
the  State  of  Vera  Grus,  far  from  demonstrating  that  yen  did  not  recognize  him, 
is  a  proof  that  you  are  a  traitor  to  big  cause.  Ttie  property  of  Mexicans  who 
did  their  duty  from  the  first  by  opposing  French  intervention  and  all  its  conse- 

2nence«,  has  not  been  BystematicaJly  seauestrated  or  confiscated,  while  yours 
as  been.  This  goes  to  show  that  yon  nave  been  with  tliem,  and  they  have 
reason  to  treat  you  with  especial  severity. 

These  two  points  settled,  I  now  proceed  to  the  others  mentioned  in  yonr  com- 
munication. 

Yon  say  in  two  places  that  I  rejected  yonr  services,  which  I  do  not  think  is 
exactly  ao.  You  offered  them  to  my  government,  through  me.  I  immediately 
sent  yonr  offer  to  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  in  my  conference  with  yonr 
commissioners  I  told  them  frankly  why  1  thought  it  was  doubtful  whether  they 
would  be  accepted,  and  why  I  could  not  accept  them.  The  goverment  could 
have  accepted  them  even  after  what  I  said,  if  it  deemed  it  would  be  for  the 
interest  of  our  conntiy. 

Among  the  reasons  I  then  gare  for  thinking  of  doubtful  expediency  the 
aceeptance  of  your  offer,  I  mentioned  that  your  alliance  during  the  last  years  of 
your  life  with  the  conservative  party  of  Mexico,  who  have  been  the  originators 
and  supporters  of  the  an ti- patriotic  project  to  constitute  Mexico  a  dependency  of 
France,  would  cause  a  fear  that  in  yonr  participation  in  the  affairs  of  the  repub- 
lic you  might  try  to  excite  a  revolution  in  favor  of  that  party,  so  as  to  leave 
guilty  persons  unpnnished,  or  attempt  to  establish  a  new  party. 

Yon  are  pleased  to  term  these  powerful  considerations  "incoherent  and  con- 
tradictory arguments,"  and  proceed  to  explain  why  you  say  so.  No  one  who  is 
acquainted  with  yonr  antecedents,  and  who  judges  you  impartially,  can  fail  to 
see  the  foundation  of  those  fears. 

The  fact  that  the  republic  as  well  as  the  French  have  rejected  your  offers, 
shows  that  both  Mexicans  and  French  doubt  yonr  good  faith  and  fear  your 
defections.     No  one  can  doubt  that  you  have  given  cause  for  this  mistrust. 

Yon  say,  in  speaking  about  the  parties  of  Mexico,  yon  are  favoring  no  party 
in  Mexii/o,  but  yonr  only  desire  is  to  nnite  all  in  defence  of  the  republic  and 
independence. 

Further  on  yon  say :  "  Certainly  I  do  not  deplore  the  defamatory  iropntationi 
made  upon  me  so  much  as  I  do  that  inexcusable  blindness  with  which  the 
extermination  of  a  valuable  portion  of  our  society  is  openly  proclaimed.  The 
terms  in  which  you  and  the  government  of  Chihuahua  proscribe  a  large  portion 
of  the  Mexican  people  presents  a  programme  of  death  and  desolation  too  horrible 
to  contemplate." 

I  might  agree  with  you  in  some  of  your  remarks  about  the  conciliation  of 
parties  ;  in  regard  to  ttie  others,  I  must  say  to  you  that  nothing  in  my  letter  of 
the  aSth  nf  M»y,  nor  anything  in  the  note  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  of  the 
6th  of  July,  justifies  the  interpretation  you  give  to  both  documents. 

There  mnai;  be  parties  in  republican  governments  to  serve  as  barriers  to  usurp- 
ation of  those  in  power  and  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  executive ;  and  as  long  as 
they  keep  within  legal  limits,  they  are  an  advantage  rather  than  an  evil  to  the 
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nation.  Their  Drf:;Rnieation  and  aims  depend  upon  qneHtione  of  the  day,  and 
end  with  them.  The  principal  question  discussed  in  Mexico  eince  the  e*tab- 
lishment  uf  the  republic  is  pnigreae,  and  the  party  advocating  it  is  termed  tbe 
liberal  party  ;  the  party  in  favor  of , tbe  ttatu  guo  or  retrogresaion  ia  called  the 

The  members  of  this  last  party  exceeded  the  limits  of  law  and  patriotism 
when  ihey  solicited  the  interventiim  of  a  foreign  nation  in  the  domestic  affairs 
of  its  country,  to  overthrow  the  national  goveroment  and  establish  an  order  of 
things  which,  whatever  may  be  the  appearance,  could  only  constitute  it  a  Eoro- 
pcan  dependency.  Now,  this  party,  with  few  exceptions,  recognized  tbe  ioter- 
veotton  which  some  of  its  leaders  bad  solicited,  and  have  continued  to  support  it 
From  that  moment  it  ceased  to  be  a  political  party  and  changed  into  a  traitor 
faction. 

Tbe  lil)eral  party,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  renegades,  believed  it  a  doty 
to  oppose  foreign  intervention  and  defiind  the  independence  of  the  country  at 
all  hazards.  From  that  time  the  names  and  objects  of  the  parties  changeii. 
One  IB  the  national  or  independent,  struggling  against  foreign  conquest ;  tbe 
other  is  the  traitor  JTrenchified  party,  composed  of  those  who  favor  th«  invader 
of  the  country. 

All  thi?  former  conservatives  who  were  animated  by  patriotic  sentiments,  and 
did  not  choose  to  follow  their  party,  have  met  with  a  kind  of  frank  welcom* 
from  the  national  party;  and  the  few  liberals  who  Joined  the  nsnrper  now 
belong  to  the  traitor  faction.  The  efforts  of  the  national  government  Xo  riIIt 
around  its  flag  all  Mexicans,  wttbont  distinction  of  party,  are  well  known.  All 
those  who  invited  the  invader,  or  are  assisting  him  materi^illy,  no  matter  whether 
they  were  called  conservatives  or  liberals,  are  guilty  of  treason  in  my  opinioo, 
and  ought  to  be  punished  according  to  law.  This  is  required  by  public  morality, 
for  the  welfare  of  society. 

In  my  letter  of  the  25th  May,  I  did  not  say  it  was  feared  your  tntervcntioa 
in  the  politics  of  our  country  would  cause  a  revolution  in  favor  of  the  conservs- 
tive  party  for  the  purpose  of  saving  that  party  from  punishment,  but  only  the 
guilty  members,  and  this  is  not  proscribing  the  whole  party,  as  yon  seem  to 
understand  it. 

In  this  second  war  of  independence  the  same  events  are  taking  place  tbat 
occurred  in  the  first ;  a  portion  of  the  nation,  though  much  less  than  that  wbicli 
joined  tbe  Spaniards  then,  now  unite  with  the  French.  Those  fought  agaioit 
their  brothers  who  were  contending  for  the  most  sacred  right  upon  e&rth  ;  ibcK 
strive  now,  ander  the  French  flog,  to  subjugate  the  common  mother. 

The  inexperience  and  candor  of  onr  fathers  induced  them  to  accept  those 
Mexicans  opposed  to  independence  when  for  personal  interest  they  abandoned 
the  cause  they  were  defending,  and  left  the  situation  in  tbeir  hands.  The  evil 
consequence  of  this  serious  error  was  immense,  aud  the  present  French  inier- 
veiition  is  one  of  the  results.  To  make  the  parable  more  perfect,  there  is  your- 
setf,  who  first  fonght  with  the  Spaniards  and  then  turned  independent;  now 
helping  French  intervention,  then  opposing  it.  I  consider  it  the  duty  of  every 
Mexican,  however  little  lore  he  may  have  for  his  country.  t«  contend  against 
the  repetition  of  the  error  of  1681. 

In  conclusion,  you  say  "  yonr  public  conduct  has  never  been  governed  by 
party  motives,"  and  that,  "  as  a  soldier,  you  have  always  occupied  the  po^t 
of  doty." 

It  seems  to  me  altogether  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  your  antecedents, 
as  nothing  conld  be  gained  by  the  discussion.  Your  acts  are  indelibly  consiened 
to  history ;  and  I  think  I  can  assure  you  that  no  one  who  desires  to  hand  down 
a  spotless  name  to  posleriry  would  envy  you  some  of  your  antecedents. 

If  any  doubt  remains  about  tbe  good  sense  and  correct  judgment  of  the  Mexi- 
can government  in  rejecting  your  services,  yon  have  dissipated  it  by  declariog 
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ynnr  intention  of  taking  part  in  Mexican  affairs,  even  against  the  reaolation  of 
the  government  of  the  republic.  If  yon  bad  that  intention,  your  offer  of  services 
could  certainly  not  have  been  in  good  faith. 

If  you  ai-knowledge  the  President  ae  the  supreme  chief  of  the  nation,  who  is 
to  direct  the  defence  of  the  coantry,  you  ought  to  submit  to  his  determination. 
If  this  is  nnjnst  or  inconsiderate,  the  responiiibility  falls  on  him,  and  not  on  you; 
bnt,  after  knowing  that  he  considers  your  presence  in  the  republic  as  prejudicial 
to  the  caose  of  independence,  if  you  insist  upon  enteiing  the  country,  whether 
to  join  the  nnrepenting  traitors,  or  to  raise  a  new  party,  either  act  will  be  con- 
^sidered  aa  nnpaCriotic  and  criminal. 

Yon  say  "yon  hare  refrained  from  personal  impntatioos  of  every  kind,  thraagh 
respect,  while  repeating  those  nsed  si;  profusely  by  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada  and 
myself." 

I  presume  you  do  not  mean  by  this,  that  yon  could  give  mean  motives  of 
our  conduct  towards  you.  If  this  is  so,  it  is  certainly  yonr  duty  to  the  nation 
to  make  the  revelation.  If  it  alludes  solely  to  personalities,  having  no  connec- 
tion with  public  affiiirs,  you  have  acted  very  praJentlyin  not  mentionina:  them. 

In  accordance  with  this  principle,  I  too  have  refrained  from  everything  not 
in  direct  connection  with  the  acceptance  of  your  services.  However,  I  cannot 
but  mention,  in  connection  with  this  incident,  that  you  would  have  spared  much 
discredit  to  the  good  uame  of  Mexico  if  yon  had  never  come  to  this  country;  for 
your  conduct  in  New  York,  the  facts  your  different  lawsuits  have  brought  to 
light,  whether  as  plaintiff  or  defendant,  and  every  othfr  incident  of  your  litiga- 
tions.  are  of  such  a  nature  that  they  bring  the  blush  to  the  cheeks  of  every  man 
who  has  the  least  regard  for  the  honor  and  good  name  of  Mexico  in  other 
countries. 

In  varions  parts  of  yonr  letter  yon  attribute  to  me  expressions  made  by  Mr. 
Lerdo  de  Tejada  ;  aa  when  yon  say,  "  I  accuse  you  of  not  offering  your  services 
to  the  republic  when  you  thought  intervention  successful,  and  now,  when  it  is 
^>oat  to  expire,  yon  offer  your  aid  to  the  victors."  In  other  places  you  assert 
what  neither  of  us  had  said ;  for  instance,  speaking  of  the  couservative  party, 
yon  eay,  "  I  imagine  you  have  an  irresistible  influence  on  it."  I  can  And  no  such 
sentence  in  my  letter  to  you,  or  anything  that  could  authorize  you  to  attribute 
it  to  me. 

I  have  purposely  refrained  from  taking  any  notice  of  what  you  say  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada;  as  that  geutleman  is  fully  capable  of  answering  yoa 
much  better  than  1  could,  if  he  thought  proper  to  do  so. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  inform  you  that  this  letter  ends  the  discussion  of  your 
remarks  in  the  note  of  the  5th;  and  if  you  do  write  me  another  letter,  I  hope 
you  will  excuse  me  from  answering  it,  for  I  believe  the  contiuuation  of  this  dia- 
cnssion  can  result  in  no  good.  Facts,  in  regard  to  doubtful  points,  will  demon- 
strate  who  is  right,  or  who  baa  come  nearest  to  the  truth. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  moat  attentive  and  obedient  servant, 

M.  ROMERO. 

Senor  Don  Antonio  Lopbz  db  Santa  Anna,  Neie  York  City, 

Washington.  Sfplemler  29,  1866. 
A  true  copy  : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 

[EuclosmvNs.  3.] 

Mexican  Lbgation, 
Wtuhingtm,  September  25,  1866. 
To  the  Editor  of  La  Oronica  : 

Mr.  Romero,  nunister  of  the  Mexican  republic,  having  seen,  in  your  issne  of 
the  15th  instant,  that  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  A^na,  now  a  resident  of 
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your  city,  saw  fit  to  publish  the  communication  be  addreeaed  to  Hr.  Romero  on 
the  5tb  insUnt.  casting  to  the  goTeroQieiit  he  represenlfl,  and  U  himself  penHiQ- 
ally,  varioiiB  imputations  altogutber  unfounded,  I  have  been  inatructed  by  him 
to  be^  of  you  to  pitblish  in  your  paper  his  answer  to  ije&or  Santa  Anna,  a  copy 
of  which  ie  herewith  enclosed. 

Mr.  Romero  would  not  have  been  willing  to  have  his  answer  published  had 
be  not  been  provoked  to  do  eo,  as  he  believes  that  a  discnssion  of  this  kind, 
canied  on  among  Mexicans  living  in  a  foreign  country,  cannot  be  of  aoy  pru6L 
I  am,  sir,  very  respeclfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

IGNACIO  MARISCAL, 
Seeretarj/  of  tie  Mexican  Lfgatitm. 


[Eoclorare  No.  4.] 

N8AN  FRANCISCO,  CA  LI  PORN  U, 
R  SANTA  ANNA. 

Aa,  according  to  information  received  from  New  York,  Don  Antonio  Lopez 
de  Santa  Anna  ia  laboring  to  connect  himself  with  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  from 
whence  he  has  been  rejected  by  the  national  will,  the  Mexicans  reMdent  in  Saa 
Francisco,  California,  considering  that  the  publication  uf  a  manifesto  made  io 
New  York  by  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  is  a  proof  tliat  he  is  seeking 
to  interpose  obstacles  to  the  re-establishment  of  order,  which  has  been  inttr- 
rupted  in  the  republic  by  the  foreigners  called  in  by  the  said  Santa  Anut 
himself ; 

Considering  that  Santa  Anna,  in  addition  to  the  crimes  which  he  has  com- 
mitted in  the  several  epochs  when  he  has  occupied  the  supreme  power,  whether 
as  the  80-called  supporter  of  liberal  principlea,  or  ae  the  supporter  of  the  re 
actioQisla,  in  either  cose  seeking  only  to  give  greater  scope  to  his  ignobh-  pat- 
aiona,  now  adds  the  most  odious  crime  of  treason  in  having  charged  Gutierrei 
Estrada  to  negotiate  for  a  European  prince,  and  afterwards  aweanng  humble 
homage  to  that  same  prince,  whom  he  called  emperor ; 

Connidering  that  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  has  been  the  enemy  of 
progresa  in  Mexico,  and  always  despotic  in  the  exercise  of  power  whenever  he 
has  been  intrusted  with  it ; 

And  considering,  finally,  that  Santa  Anna  is  the  man  of  all  others  who  fau 
been  the  most  pernicious  to  Mexico,  who  Las  caused  the  tears  and  blood  of  bt« 
fellow-citizens  to  flow  whenever  he  haa  been  at  the  head  of  affairs,  through  bis 
misdeeds,  his  ambition,  and  hie  vicea  : 

We  declare  and  protest  that  we,  the  Mexicans  hereunto  subscribing,  unitedly 
adhere  to  the  protest  of  the  Mexican  Club  of  New  York  against  Don  Anionio 
Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  published  is  "  £1  Nuevo  Mundo"  of  the  ^tb  of  [be 
month  last  passed ;  and  we  invite  all  the  patrio^c  clubs  of  this  State  and  of 
Nevada  to  join  in  the  same. 

San  Fbancisco,  July  29,  1866. 
Jose  A  Godoy,  Teodnra  Peralta, 

Bernardo  Ismitb,  Nicolas  Martinet, 

Ugeuio  Uzeta,  3ot€  Alcaraz, 

Jgnai  io  Uzarraga.  Lauriano  Diaa, 

P.  Garmona,  Tonias  Jewett, 

Francisco  Romero,  M.  E.  Jimenee, 

Victoriano  Gnillen,  Joan  Bibas, 

Guillermo  Wilson,  Adolfo  Schober, 

Miguel  Martinez,  Amado  Uendosa, 

Teodora  Mendez,  P.  P.  Ramirez, 

John  Kolnor,  Clodomiro  Hadero, 


.  Oi-^lc 
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ChristobBi  Jnarez,  Pedro  Ilniz, 

AndreB  ZuSliga,  Antoato  Pedrio, 

Jorge  Andro,  Auguatin  Ramirez. 

Sabino  Ortega.  Enrique  Navarro, 

J.  F.  Lozano,  Gerardo  Davita, 

Jos^  Maria  Neiro,  •      Felipe  Agiiayo, 

Angaetio  Gardona,  Frederico  Agnilar, 

Ang:aetiii  Jewett,  And  many  otbere. 

Jorge  Jewell, 

[Enclmnie  No.  5.— Eitract  from  the  Naevo  Unndo,  San  FrancUco,  Anffust  13,   I8G6. 
No.  378-1 

THE  MRXICAK  PATRIOTIC  CLUB  OF  NBW  ALMAD8N. 

This  society  being  Blimulated  by  the  Mexican  patriotic  clnba  of  New  York 
and  San  Franciaco,  in  their  action  againal  ihe  tnanifesl  of  Don  Antonio  Lopez 
de  Santa  Anna,  and  believing,  like  those  eocieties,  that  any  intervention  in  the 
policy  of  the  natiunal  government  of  Mexico  wonld  result  in  llie  deetniclion  of 
our  nationality }  and  conaidering  that,  with  the  evil  influence  be  bos  exercieed  in 
Mexico  with  the  conservative  faction  and  its  accomplices,  the  ministers  of  religion, 
tbeie  may  be  great  fear  of  his  false  langnage  finding  an  echo,  and  that  rumors  that 
have  risen  sincehiBarrivalintbeUnitedStatesmay  became  true;  considering  that 
some  misinformed  parties  in  the  United  States  might  lend  him  moral  aid  on  his 
return  to  Mexico,  where  hia  mere  presence  would  cause  the  most  horrible  an- 
archy, and  only  serve  to  fortify  the  bated  Austrian  archduke  in  power ;  con- 
sidering that  in  all  his  different  ad  ministration  a  of  the  government,  he  bos  shown 
himself  to  be  the  man  to  bo  most  dreaded  in  our  country ;  considering  that  the 
said  Santa  Anna  assimilated  his  form  of  government  to  that  of  the  Spanish  mon- 
archy, and  mads  use  of  his  diplomacy  to  aolicit  a  European  prince  for  the  emi- 
nently republican  and  democratic  country  of  Mexico ;  considering  that  if  he 
returned  to  our  country,  he  might  get  into  power  by  aome  means  or  other,  and 
his  political  adversaries,  without  pergonal  guarauteea,  wonld  be  made  to  disap- 
pear from  the  political  arena  under  aome  frivoloua  pretext ;  considering  that  the 
want  of  reaped  abown  for  ua  abroad,  and  which  we  lament,  is  the  result  of  the 
military  riots  be  always  excited  and  directed ;  and  finally,  considering  that  if 
the  man  of  no  fixed  political  principles  was  rejected  by  the  imperial  party,  it  is 
hardly  probable  the  great  republican  party  of  Mexico  woald  aolly  their  ranks  or 
pollate  the  holy  cause  by  admitting  bim  :  The  undersigned,  therefore,  for 
themaelvea  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  consisting  mostly  of  Mexicans,  de- 
voted to  the  Uberal  inslitutioua  of  their  country  and  to  its  independence,  declare 
and  protest ; 

IbL  That  we  view  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  only  as  the  odious 
petty  tyrant,  whose  tendencies  were  always  to  oppress  us,  to  impoverish  us,  and 
hetray  us. 

2d.  That  we  regard  that  wicked  Mexican  as  gnilty  of  high  treason,  because 
he  conceived  the  black  design  of  imposing  a  European  prince  upon  ns,  when  he 
found  onC  he  conld  not  perpetuate  the  dictatorship  he  had  assumed,  by  shedding 
torrents  of  Mexican  blood  that  clothed  the  country  inmonmingforadozen  years. 

3d.  That  if  we  saw  him  in  our  country,  we  would  be  compelled  to  condemn 
him  to  the  punishment  he  deserves,  for  violation  of  laws,  of  public  morals,  and 
hntnan  justice. 

Nbw  Almaden,  AuguH  5,  186G. 

P.  EUEDA  FLORES,  President. 
JoB^  Valenzoela.  Lihrado  Esparza. 


Bomnaldo  Velasquez.  Estehan  G^van. 


24  MEX. 
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FraDciBco  Salmon. 
T.  Valleio. 
Migael  Tejeda. 
Jos^  Maiia  Ariemeiidiz. 
Juan  Ijoyer. 
Asencion  Gutierrez. 
OcUviaiio  Gutierrez. 
CaadelKrio  Gallaido. 
Tomas  Guerrero.    . 
Felipe  de  T.  Alvarez. 
Apolinar  Reyes. 
JeBOB  Salcedo. 
pRScnal  Borguez. 
Hombouo  Velasquez. 
Juan  N.  Befiales. 
Jesus  Herrera. 
Urbano  Quevedo. 
Josii  M.  Ajon. 
Domingo  Morales. 
Hercnlano  Garcia. 
Nemesio  Oorrea, 
Antonio  Estrada. 
Francisco  Oarrillo. 
Hermenegildo  Bueno. 
JoB^  M.  Moreno. 
Exigaio  Magallsnea. 
Abram  Ruis.   ' 
Leon  Charira. 
Satnmino  Gandara. 
Loreto  Pimentel. 
JeeuB  Moreno. 
J  nan  Gonzales. 
Uanuel  Dbloado,  Secretary. 


I&dalecio  Villareal. 
Eulogio  Franco. 
Manuel  Yauez. 
Golosio  Noriega. 
Joaquin  Ramirez. 
Leonardo  RiTera. 
Guadalupe  Guerrero. 
Francisco  Chafiro. 
Paacual  Borques. 
Ignacio  Carillo. 
Julian  Medina. 
Desiderio  Sanchez. 
Jose  M.  Baso. 
Jesus  Guerrero. 
Jus£  M.  Montijo. 
Julian  Mediaa. 
Antonio  Cardenas. 
Cruz  l^ores. 
N.  Casaia,  M.  D. 
Francisco  Oanillo. 
Bias  Mendoza. 
Francisco  Fena. 
Angel  Romero. 
Teodoro  Ramos. 
Fi'ancisco  Jimenez. 
Cruz  Mercado. 
G.  A.  Gallardo. 
Cmz  Diaz. 
Ricordo  G.  Hnerta. 
Santiago  Rabies. 
Cruz  Favela. 
Bias  Mendoza. 


[Eacloiure  No.  6.] 
MEXICAN  PATRIOT  CLUB  OP  SAN 

San  Andres,  A^g^t  16, 1866. 
I  bave  tbe  honor  tu  transmit  to  von  the  original  protest  of  this  dub,  in  ip- 
ptoval  of  that  made  in  your  citj  by  the  loyal  resident  Mexicans,  against  t^ 
sinister  pretcnsious  of  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  which  yoa  will  w 
in  a  manifest  published  by  liim.  Although  this  protest  is  not  clothed  in  ll>' 
fiowery  language  of  eloquence,  it  is  none  the  less  a  sincere  expreauon  of  tbe 
determined  will  and  firm  conviction  of  the  Mexicans  who  have  signed  it  PleiH 
consider  it  as  such,  and  accept  the  assurances  of  my  attentive  considentioa. 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

JOAQUIN  MIRANDA  Y  WIS  A,  PrmJet- 
Jos£  Antonio  Godoy, 

Gomul  of  the  Mexican  Republic  in  San  Francitco, 

•  Mexican  Patriot  Cluh  of  San  Andre*. 

As  this  society  is  impresssd  with  the  loyal  and  patrintie  act  of  the  Meiicu 
citizens  residing  ia  San  Francisco,  approving  tlie  protest  of  th«  Ueiican  OIbd 
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of  New  York  ngninBt  the  minister  preteneioiis  of  Don  Antouio  Lojieii  de  Santa 
Anna  to  meddle  in  tbe  afTaira  of  Atezico ;  and  considering  that  hia  cx-serene 
highness  bos  been,  ii,  and  ever  will  be  the  most  implacable  enemy  of  the  great 
liberal  partj  that  institated  tbe  excellent  code  of  1S57,  and  tbe  ri?form  laws ; 
consideriug  that  Don  Antonio  Lopez  dc  Santa  Anna,  in  his  different  and  many 
leims  of  administration  of  the  Mexican  government,  ne^'el'  promoted  the  pro* 
giens  of  tbe  country,  but,  on  the  contrary,  converted  the  national  treasury  into 
his  personal  patrimony;  considering  that  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna 
beats  the  stigma  of  high  treason  to  his  country,  for  it  was  he  who  invited  a 
foreign  prince  to  rule  us,  and  was  the  first  to  recognize  him  na  emperor  of  Mexico  ; 
and  cousidering,  finally,  that  the  presence  of  this  man  in  Stexican  territory  wonld 
be  dcstnictive  to  the  interests  of  the  republic,  and  a  great  obstacle  to  the  final 
triumph  of  our  good  cause  which  we  now  behold  so  near,  solemnly  declares  and 
protests  that  it  adheres,  in  every  particular,  to  tlie  protest  made  by  tbe  Mexi- 
can citizens  of  San  Francisco,  and  published  in  No.  J73  of  tho  Nuevo  Mnndo. 
I^t  the  original  of  this  resolation  be  sent  to  citizen  JoBii  Antonio  Godoy. 
consul  of  the  Mexican  republic  in  San  Francisco,  for  consequent  action. 
San  Andres,  Calavbra^  Coitnty,  August  16,  1866. 

Joaqnin  Miranda  y  WiGa.  Comelio  Bravo. 

Francisco  R.  Subia.  Carlos  Nori^. 

Pablo  Amador.  Guadalnpe  Sanches. 

Jeaoa  Bliusillas.  Pedro  Silvas. 

Jesoa  Morales.  Benito  Lopez. 

Jestu  H.  Eredia.  Deaideno  Madrid. 

Joan  Mezo.  *  Feliciano  Madrid. 

Jeans  SoraBanaa.  Antonio  Lopez. 

Luis  Roaales.  Befupo  Armenta. 

,lae6  Ho.  Cervantes.  JosA  Ma.  Amarillos. 

Joan  Martinez.  Manuel  VazqDez. 

Benito  Lopez.  Jeaas  Miranda. 

Jacoho  Gimenez.  Evaristo  Chavez. 

Jesus  A.  Sonorita.  Juan  Uercado. 

Francisco  Grijolva.  Jo86  Maria  Lunar. 

Manuel  T.  Liborio.  Lorenzo  Lopez. 

Zenon  Cordova.  Eagenio  Miranda. 

Names  of  citizens  not  members  of  the  club,  bnt  who  approve  the  protest : 
Rafael  Ocboo.  Jgnacio  Verdago. 

Benigno  Gall^os.  Frsucisco  Casiro. 

RufiQO  Silvas.  Gnillermo  Cordova. 


[Encloflnre  No.  7.] 
MBXICAN  PATBIOT  CLUB  OF  VIBOINIA  CITY,  STATE  OK  NKVADA. 

{  send  yon  a  copy  of  tlie  protest  made  by  Kfexicans  reaiding  in  this  ci^.and 
beg  you  will  request  the  editors  of  the  Nuevo  Mnndo  to  insert  it  in  their  valu- 
able and  estimable  paper,  in  the  name  of  the  society. 
I  repeat  tho  aaanronces  of  my  consideration  and  esteem. 

FRANCISCO  COTA,  Praidott. 
JOS£:  RAMIREZ,  Sterelary. 
Citizen  Jost  A.  Godoy, 

Pmident  of  the  Mexican  Patriot  Club 

of  San  Franeiteo,  CaJifomia. 
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Protetl  made  by  Mexican*  retiding  in  Virginia  City,  Stale  of  Nevada,  Slon 
counii/,  against  the  inanifeMt  puhlished  by  Don  Antimio  Lopez  de  &»(" 
Anna. 

After  a  close  csaminatioa  of  the  mBnifcet  pnbliehed  hy  Don  Autooio  Lopei 
do  Santa  Anna,  and  witneasiag  ftie  energetic  and  patriotic  attitadr:  assumed  by 
the  patriot  clubs  of  New  York,  San  Francisco,  and  other  cities  of  the  Bute  of 
-CalifoTnia,  prot^ating  against  any  interference  of  the  said  Santa  Anna  in  tbr 
political  affairs  with  .Mexico,  and  we,  the  undersigned,  considering  the  perni- 
cione  inflnencc  he  would  exercise  in  a  certain  class  of  Mexicans,  hostile  to  pro- 
gress and  the  laws  of  reforni  we  have  instituted  at  great  cost  and  with  the  uc- 
rtfice  of  many  precious  lives,  if  he  were  to  make  his  appearance  again  in  Hexico, 
and  which  he  would  annul  if  he  got  the  mns  of  goremmeulagainintohis  hands; 
considering  that  at  the  different  times  he  governed  ue  he  showed  his  incapadty 
and  want  of  political  principle,  opposing  to-day  what  he  advocated  yesterdaj. 
and  using  the  public  revenue  to  increase  his  personal  wealth ;  considering  (lukt 
whenever  he  grasped  for  power  he  did  it  by  iflegal  means,  never  trusting  to  tbc 
will  of  the  nation,  and  never  promoted  the  public  weal,  which  is  the  prime  duly 
of  every  ruler ;  considering  that,  supported  by  mercenary  bayonets  and  a  cor- 
rupt clergy,  he  has  been  the  great  cause  of  the  anarchy,  ruin,  and  desolatioo 
that  bos  involved  Mexico  for  the  last  forty  years;  consideriugthat  hefaassliM- 
ated  a  great  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory  by  the  disgraceful  sale  he  made  of 
it  to  the  United  States,  at  the  time  he  was  dictator,  giving  himself  the  pompoai^ 
title  of  serene  highness,  and  whose  intolerable  tyranny  gave  rise  to  the  Ayutl* 
constitution,  that  put  an  end  to  his  despotism  :  and  cousideHng,  finally,  that  Uod 
Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  is  wanting  in  all  those  qualities  that  coostitutc 
a  statesman  and  honorable  man,  we  have  assembled  to  protest,  and  do  protect, 
against  all  interference  of  said  Santa  Anna  in  the  political  affurs  of  Mexico,  ind 
we  ask  that  as  soon  as  he  treads  upon  Mexican  territory  he  may  be  judged  by 
the  laws  of  the  land,  and  receive  the  condign  punishment  he  deserves,  as  guilty 
of  the  crime  of  high  treason. 

FRANCISCO  COTA,  Preiidenl. 
ViBoiMA  City,  State  of  Nevada, 

Avgust  19,  1806. 

Juan  J.  Alvarez.  Manuel  Encinas. 

Florentino  Alvarez.  Pedro  Alvarado. 

Bernardo  Arambala.  Pragedes  Reina. 

Pascua,]  Andiade.  Josti  Maria  Gonzales. 

Dion  is  io  Aguilar.  Zacarias  Martinez. 

Bartolo  Bustamantc.  Prudencto  Macias. 

Ignacio  Ceballos,  Merced  Areyanes. 

Bosario  Garrasco.  Juan  Zabala. 

Trinidad  Carabajal.  Sacramento  Duarle. 

Job6  Castro.  Navor  Felix. 

Juan  Cnevas.  Santiago  Ontiveros. 

Marcelino  Carabantes,  Ignacio  Herrera. 

Eulogio  Carrillo.  Juan  Tapia. 

G«OBBrio  M.  Cordoba.  Juan  Carmsco. 

Luciano  Collantes.  Jos^  Venitee. 

Francisco  Castillo.  Trajano  Gomez. 

Jesus  Estrada.  Ramon  Llagnno. 

Ambrosio  Espinosa.  Leandro  Encinas 

Antonio  Helenes.  Onofre  Moreno. 

Ignacio  Franco.  Paulino  Aguiar. 

Jos<:  Juan  Orijalva.  Viceote  Losa. 

Francisco  Gonzales.  Jeaus  Lopez. 

Santos  Gnaman.  Loogino  Duarte. 
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FmaeiBco  Javier  Hiierts. 
l^lementc  Lago. 
Uooaciaiio  Mazoii. 
Jos^  M.  Macias. 
Gazman  Moralea. 
FMncisco  Miranda. 
Blaa  Mendez. 
Anton  io  Matnz. 
Joan  Antonio  Martinez. 
Jow-  Maria  Najar. 
Felipe  Ortega. 
Antonio  Orozco. 
Bias  PorteU. 
Jeans  Penlta. 
Baltazar  Rodrignez. 
Ramon  Rttiz. 
Jo»:  Maria  Boldan. 
Abelardo  Roatato. 
Joev  Solano. 
Silveetre  Toqninto. 
Jeeiu  Vanitez. 
Antonio  Valencia. 
JoBe  Vila. 
Merced  Vil|™. 
Sacramento  Lopez. 
Enlogio  P.  del  Caatillo. 
Rafael  H.  Gonzalefl. 
Gabriel  Florea. 
Haximiano  Lechuga. 
JoBu  Maria  Preciado. 
Joa^  Padilla. 
A.  true  copy ; 


Jom'  Maria  Ramirez. 
Hilario  Arambnla. 
Rosa  lino  Soto. 
Manuel  Acosta. 
Francisco  Coronado. 
Antonio  Coronado. 
J  nan  Peralta. 
Pedro  ^oto. 
Josii  Perez. 
Bautieta  Parra. 
Juan  Hnerta. 
leidro  Fontee. 
Gabriel  Unrtado. 
Ramon  Fabela. 
Alejo  Carrillo. 
Arcadio  Valencia. 
Sostenes  Onerroro, 
Felipe  Torres. 
Trinidad  BaOagas- 
Antonio  EacalaJate. 
Oeronimo  Castillo. 
Ramon  Rojel. 
Antonio  Casdllo. 
Alejo  Baldeaebro. 
Josu  Maria  Rojel. 
Jesne  Hartorena. 
Manuel  Mazon. 
Jcsns  Cota. 
Jos^  Ramirez. 
Jeans  Valenznela. 
Felipe  Orozco. 


JOS£  RAMIREZ,  Secretary. 


CEiiclMiue  No.  8.] 

IINST  DO.V  ANTOMO  LOPBZ  DB  S*NTA    ANN 
CLUB  OP  SAN  JUAN  BAUTISTA. 


i — MBXICAN  PATBIOTrC 


San  Juan  Bautista,  September  7,  1&66. 
Vou  will  see  by  the  annexed  protest,  wbich  I  bee  you  to  publish,  that  wk 
kw  Meiicans  whose  names  are  nereto  affixed,  filled  with  enthusiasm  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  and  indignant  at  the  acts  of  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa 
Anna,  believe  it  our  duty  to  make  known  onr  protest  to  you,  hoping  you  will 
appreciate  onr  sentiments,  though  feebly  expressed. 

IGNACIO  P.  VILLEGAS,  Pmidettt. 
J.  E.  8EPULVEDA.  Secretary. 
(-'iiiwn  JosK  Antonio  Godoy, 

Mexican  Consul  inSan  Frandtro. 

Falriotic  Cluho/Saa  Juan  BatUiila—meetmj;  of  the  1th  SepUmber.     Protegt 
againtt  Doh  Antotito  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  draten  up  hy  the  vndertigned, 
for  hmielf  and  in  the  name  of  t/ie  other  Mexieani  whose  names  are  hereto 
ligned. 
On  beholding  the  seeming  candor  of  Santa  Anna  in  boasting  his  antecedents 

md  trying  to  persuade  the  world  that  he  is  the  choeen  one  to  re-eatab1iefa  order 
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and  uuily  of  action,  wc  can  do  no  lees  tliaa  censure  bim,  nnd  protest  thai,  en 
far  from  accepting  kig  aervicee,  tlie  Mexican  repablic  ought  to  judge  him  witb 
the  severity  (Iiat  his  criniea  deserve,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done.  In  Lis  note  to 
Mr.  Matias  Komero  lie  offers  to  act  in  a  subordinate  rank,  but  bis  antccedenU, 
his  character,  and  hia  pnblic  life,  even  preTioua  to  1822,  make  ua  believe  hi^ 
presence  in  Mexico  would  exercise  that  evil  influence  which  has  always  presided 
over  Ilia  destiny,  as  a  aoldier  or  a  noagistratc,  Jn  tlie  afiairs  of  the  nation,  and 
that  be  would  soon  aspire  to  the  chief  magistracy  as  a  reward  for  tiis  servicer, 
for  his  ambition  knowa  no  bounda,  and  be  baa  never  acknowledged  any  other 
priuciplea  than  those  of  force  and  intrigue.  History  condemns  him,  aud  the 
words  of  Montesquieu,  that  justice  and  right  are  inapplicable  to  certain  individu- 
als; and  he  ie  ono  of  tbem,  as  the  whole  world  knowa.  He  certainly  forgot  to 
3 note  Machiavelli.  to  give  greater  force  and  validity  to  his  antecedents.  Wt 
lank  bim  for  his  desires  and  efforts  to  restore  the  government,  re-estiihlisli  the 
repablic,  and  consolidate  oar  liberal  institutions  that  have  never  ceased  to  cziti, 
and  require  no  other  consolidation  than  that  of  peace,  which  be  is  the  last  nun 
in  the  world  to  accomplieb;  the  Mexican  people,  therefore,  do  not  need  bim  for 
any  of  the  purposes  for  which  he  proclaims  himself  competent.  Being  brought 
up  in  a  revolationary  school  ourselves,  we  know  what  to  expect  of  him. 

Considering,  therefore,  that  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  wishes  to  n:- 
tnm  and  take  an  active  port  in  the  aSairs  of  the  nation,  wc  declare  and  prole.<I— 

let.  That  as  Don  Antonio  Lopes  de  Santa  Anna  was  the  cause  and  promoter 
of  the  many  civil  revolutions  and  calamities  that  Mexico  has  suffered,  aud  liaB 
abused  the  power  intrusted  to  him  by  the  nation,  betraying  the  national  interests; 

2d.  That  his  reappearance  on  Mexican  territory  would  be  an  injury  to  out 
cause,  would  make  it  unpopular,  and  would  render  the  union  of  those  now  de- 
fending it  impossible;  and 

3d.  That  if  Don  Antoutu  Lopei:  do  Santa  Anua  returns  to  Mexico,  under  anv 
pretext  whatever,  he  ought  to  be  tried  and  sentenced  as  a  traitor,  according  tr> 
the  laws  of  the  country. 

Wc,  the  nndersigned,  make  this  protest,  under  the  conviction  that  Don  An- 
tonio Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  should  not  be  permitted  to  return  to  Mexico,  and 
we  hope  all  good  Mexicans  are  of  the  same  opinion,  and  will  give  bim  the  wel- 
come he  deserves,  if  he  dare  return. 

S^N  Ji'AN  Bautista,  September  7,  1866. 

Ignacio  P.  Villegas.  Domingo  Villa. 

Jnsto  Soleto.  Antonio  T,  Villegas. 

£uBtaquio  Pclaloii.  Dominico  Erantca. 

Jnan  Barselon.  J.  E.  Sepulveda. 

Citizen  Joai'.  Anto.vjo  Godov, 

Mexican  Conm/  in  San  Franeueo. 


[Enclosure  No.  !).— IVoiii  the  New  York  Times,  June  Stl,  1866.] 

TAe  cate  of  iht  alleged  twindlc  on  Hanla  Anna. — Argument  oj  the  motiim  lo 
dUcharge  the  defcndantt  from  arrcat. —  Wat  there  an  attempt  in  t/ii*  citj/ 1" 
fit  out  an  expedition  againtt  Maximilian  ? 

SUPREME  COI'RT — SPECIAL  TERM,  JU\B  38 BBF08B  JtlSTICB  UKOVBR. 

Wm.  J.  Taylor  cl  al.  vt.  L.  Martin  Montgomery  and  A.  H.  Canedo. — TLi* 
case,  some  of  the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already  published<  came  of 
yesterday  on  a  motion  mode  by  the  defendants  to  be  discharged  from  an  order 
of  arrest.  The  additional  developments  appear  from  the  papers  read  on  the 
argument  by  counsel  on  either  side,     Mr.  Jerome  Buck,  for  plaintiffs,  appeared 
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to  oppose  the  motioa,  and  Hr.  P.  Y.  Cutler  for  the  defendanU.  The  defendants, 
it  mty  be  remarked,  were,  immediately  after  their  arrest  in  this  cily,  eent  to 
Lndlow  Btreet  jail,  being  unable  to  procure  the  neceitaary  bail.  Their  conneel 
DOW  makee  the  motiou  that  they  ought  to  be  discbai^d  for  the  rcai»aas  stated 
in  the  following  papers,  and  from  tbeae  the  pabltc  will  lean)  the  ciiusi'  of  the 
urest  and  the  reasons  why  they  are  detained. 

Via.  J.  Taylor,  plaintiff,  being  sworn,  testifies  that  the  cause  of  this  action  ia 
as  follows:  Upon  several  occasions  in  the  months  of  Uarch  and  April,  1866,  at 
the  dty  of  New  York,  the  said  Montgomery  and  Ganedo  deceitfully  and  falsely 
represented  to  deponent  that  they,  the  said  Montgomery  and  Oanedo,  had  been 
dnly  accredited  and  appointed  the  agents  of  one  Gen.  L>.  A.  L.  de  Santa  Anna, 
then  residing  at  the  island  of  St.  Thomas,  West  Indiesi,  to  procure  and  porchose 
Id  the  United  States,  for  and  on  behalf  of  said  Santa  Anna,  a  large  steamer,  &c., 
iuid  to  deliver  the  same  to  said  Santa  Anna  at  said  island  of  St.  Thomas;  and 
mi  Montgomery  and  Canedo  fnrtlier  exhibited  and  gave  to  deponent  a  written 
^titement  (drawn  up  by  themselves)  of  the  authonties  and  powe.-s  conferred  an 
them  by  said  Santa  Anna,  oa  his  agents,  which  deponent  lias  lost  or  mislaid, 
uid  which  deponent  alleges  was  in  every  respect  false  and  deceitful,  and  offered 
with  the  intent  to  deceive  this  deponent.  The  snii  Montgomery  and  Ganedo 
deceitfnlly  represented  to  deponent  that,  under  the  authority  and  power  possessed 
by  them  as  aforesaid,  they  wished  to  purchaso  a  steamer  belonging  to  him  and 
Dthen,  called  tbe  Agnes,  which  they  desired  should  be  taken  by  him  to  the 
island  of  St.  Thomas,  and  there  delivered  to  one  Phillips,  the  resident  agent  of 
Mid  Santa  Anna,  and  that  then  and  there  said  Santa  Anna  would  pny  depuneot 
the  Bum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  gold.  Deponent  wholly  relying  on 
the  falec  and  frandulent  representations  made  by  said  Montgomery  iiad  Canedo, 
entered  into  a  written  agreement  with  them,  the  provisions  of  which  arc  as  fol- 
low).- 

"This  agreement,  made  and  entered  into  on  the  10th  day  of  April,  1S66,  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  by  and  between  William  J.  Taylor,  of  Philadelphia, 
United  States,  managing  owner  of  the  steamer  Agnes,  party  of  the  first  part, 
•nd  Louis  M.  Montgomery  and  Andrew  H.  Canedo,  both  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  agents  for  and  in  behalf  of  D.  A.  L.  dc  Santa  Anna,  parties  of  tbe  second 
pari.  Whereas,  for  the  hereinafter  named  consideration,  the  parties  of  the  first 
part  have  sold,  and  do  hereby  sell,  the  steamer  Agnea,  of  Philadelphia,  with  all 
of  her  tackle,  fnrnitnre,  &c.,  to  the  said  partiea  of  the  second  part,  for  the  aam 
of  8100,000  in  gold,  payable  on  her  delivery  to  G.  W.  Phillips,  merchant,  in 
St.  Thomas,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  parties  of  the  second  part ;  and  it  is 
agreed  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part  that  they  will  well  and  truly  pay  or 
unse  to  be  paid  to  the  parties  of  the  first  part  the  sum  of  $100,000  in  gold  on 
the  arrival  of  said  steamer  in  St.  Thomas,  or  aa  aoon  thereafter  as  the  transfer 
«ui  be  made;  and  in  ease  of  default  of  payment,  they,  the  parties  of  the  second 
part,  shall  well  and  truly  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  the  parties  of  the  first  part 
the  sam  of  S20,000  in  gold,  in  St.  Thomas,  as  damages.  And  it  is  further 
agreed  by  the  parties  of  the  socond  port  that  they  will  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid 
to  tbe  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  all  surplus  coal  or  stores  that  may  remain  on 
eaid  steamer  at  the  time  of  her  transfer  in  St.  Thomas,  at  the  market  rates  in 
SL  Thomas.  And  it  is  further  agreed  that  the  parlies  of  the  second  part  shall, 
in  case  of  the  discharge  of  the  crew  of  said  steamer  in  St  Thomas,  pay  to  the 
parties  of  the  first  part  the  amount  lawfully  dne  said  crew  upon  their  discharge, 
less  the  amount  dne  to  them  upon  arrival  in  St.  Thomas." 

That  said  engagement  was  duly  executed  by  the  parties  of  the  first  and 
second  parts,  and  delivered  by  Baid-porlies  of  the  second  part  to  this  deponent, 
party  of  the  first  part.     That  ia  pursuance  of  said  agreement,  and  relying  upoo 
the  said  statements  and  representations  of  said  &Iontgomery  and  Ganedo,  tnat  , 
they  were  the  authorized  agents  of  said  Santa  Anna  to  purchase  a  vessel  for 
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faiiD,  deponent  fnraished  said  eteamer  Agnes  with  the  necesBary  officers,  crew, 
eti^ueera,  proviiions,  cod,  and  stores,  at  great  expense,  to  wit,  $16,000,  and 
sailed  for  said  island  of  St.  Thomas  on  1 4th  April,  1866.  That  on  the  24th  of 
April,  1866,  the  said  steamer  and  deponent  arrived  at  said  island,  and,  in  por- 
anance  of  the  contract  aforesaid,  made  a  tender  of  said  steamer  to  Baid  Phillipe 
for  Baid  Santa  Anna ;  the  said  Phillips  tendered  the  same  to  said  Santa  Anna, 
who  declined  receiving  said  vessel,  and  denied  that  said  Montgomery  and  Ca- 
nedo  were  ever  his  agents,  nor  were  they  authorized  by  him  or  by  any  person 
to  pDrchase  for  him  a  vessel  or  anything  else  in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere. 
That  thereupon  deponent  returned  with  said  steamer  Agues  to  the  United  Stalea, 
and  deponent  has  since  ascertained  that  this  denial  of  authority  is  true,  and  de- 
ponent Btales  that  the  eaid  Jilontgomety  and  Cnncdo  were  not.  and  they  knew 
they  were  not,  at  any  time  authorized  to  act  on  behalf  uf  said  Santa  Anna,  and 
their  re  presentations  on  that  behalf  were  utterly  false,  and  made  by  tbem  W  de- 
ceive deponent.  That  eaid  deponent,  through  the  falee,  deceitful  representatioDi 
of  said  Montgomery  and  Canedo,  was  induced  to  pay  oat  and  expend  the  sum 
of  $15,000  in  furnishing  eaid  ship  as  aforesaid,  and  in  making  said  voyage  to 
St.  Thomas  and  the  return  to  the  United  States.  The  said  statements  and 
representations  of  said  Montgomery  and  Canedo  deponent  has  now  discovered 
to  be,  and  alleges  to  be,  false  in  each  and  every  particular,  and  they  were  bo 
known  to  be  to  said  Montgomery  and  Canedo,  and  were  used  and  held  forth  by 
them  solely  to  deceive  deponent  and  to  induce  deponent  to  enter  into  the  agree- 
ment aforesaid,  and  to  incur  the  heavy  expenditure  hereinbefore  mentioned. 
Thai  by  the  fraudulent  and  deceitful  practices  of  said  Montgomery  and  Canedo 
he  has  been  damaged  $20,000,  to  recover  which  the  action  aforesaid  is  to  be 
brought.  And  deponent  finally  says  that  he  is  informed  and  believes  that  said 
Uontgomery  and  Canedo  are  not  residents  of  this  State ;  that  said  Montgomery 
was  late  an  officer  in  the  confederate  army  and  chief  of  staff  of  Qcnenl  Lee, 
and  tliat  Canedo  is  a  resident  of  Texas. 

J.  H.  TAYLOB. 

Affidavits  were  also  made  by  several  other  parties,  to  wit,  the  defendants. 
Montgomery  and  Canedo,  Solon  Dike,  Thos.  J.  Ric«,  J.  W.  Robinson,  in  behalf 
of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Dike  testified  in  substance  that  be  had  a  conversation  with  Santa  Anu, 
at  the  island  of  St.  Thomas,  in  Kovember  lost ;  that  Santa  Anna  then  told  him 
that  he  was  desirous  of  returning  to  Mexico  to  assist  in  driving  out  Haximiliu 
and  establishing  a  republic  there,  but  that  an  order  was  still  in  force  prohibitiDg 
hun  from  coming  to  Uie  United  States.  If  that  order  could  be  annnlled  and  be 
be  allowed  to  cross  tiie  Rio  Grande  he  could,  with  the  aid  of  1,000  AmericaiUi 
drive  Maximilian  out  of  the  conntiy.  He  also  said  that  if  deponent  could 
help  him  he  should  he  amply  remnnerated.  On  Mr.  Dike's  retnm  to  New  YoA 
he  communicated  with  Montgomery,  and  they  agreed  to  work  together  in  re- 
lation to  the  matter.  Deponent  further  states  that  it  was  fully  understood  lod 
agreed  between  Santa  Anna  and  himself  tliat  he  (Dike)  should  do  alt  he  could 
in  the  matter,  and  also  get  others  to  co-operate  with  him.  Santa  Anna  delivered 
to  him  certain  proelamations  addressed  to  the  Mexicans,  which  he  desired  to  be 
distributed. 

Andrew  H.  Canedo,  one  of  the  defendants,  deposed  that  on  or  about  the  dlh 
of  March  last  he  attended  a  meeting  at  Mr.  Mazourea's  residence.  No.  101  West 
Twentieth  street,  and  that  while  there  Mr.  Montgomery  and  Mazanres  produced 
letters  from  Santa  Anna,  which  were  read  and  interpreted  by  Mr.  Bait;  and 
farther,  that  Mazanres  represented  himself  as  the  commissioner  of  Santa  Annt, 
and  had  -received  ample  powers  to  act  as  such,  and  that  Baiz  was  in  his  confi- 
dence and  woold  act  for  nim ;  that  Mazanres  and  Baiz  expressed  their  desire  to 
purchase  a  steamer  for  Santa  Anna,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  hiin  lo  the 
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United  States ;  that  it  vns  ammged  to  purchaae  the  eteamer  with  Moutgnmery, 
the  drafts  to  be  drairn  on  Santa  Anna  for  2100,000.  payable  in  gold.  The  de- 
ponent called  on  Mr.  Baiz,  who  stated  that  he  could  represent  Mr.  Haiaures, 
and  ioformed  him  that  an  arrangement  liad  been  made  with  a  bankuig-houae  to 
negetiate  eaid  drafts  on  the  com  miss  ion  er,  showing  bis  authority,  and  that  Mv. 
Baiz  eaid  he  would  have  the  commiseioDer  at  liie  ofSce  next  day. 

Deponent  further  eaith  that  a  Mr.  Billertoii  assisted  him  in  negotiating  the 
dnfts,  and  had  altto  called  on  Air.  Daiz,  and  stated  that  one  of  the  banking  firms 
conld  speak  Spanish,  and  would  be  pleased  to  see  Mr.  Uazanres  and  examine 
his  anthoritj  as  a  commieaioner,  in  strict  confidence,  and  if  satisfactory  advance 
the  money;  that  when  he  (Billerton)  stated  this  to  Baiz  and  Mazanres,  they 
replied  they  did  not  wieh  to  expose  the  authority,  intimating  thereby  that  the 
said  powers  were  either  to  violate  the  neutrality  law,  or  do  some  other  illegal  or 
unwarrantable  act,  which  they  desired  that  no  other  person  should  see  or  examine. 

The  following  affidavit  made  by  General  Santa  Anna  was  read  by  Mr.  Buck 
in  opposition  to  the  motion  to  discharge  : 

CiTV  AMD   CuU.\TV   0¥   NkW    VoBK,  M  .- 

Antonio  L.  de  Santa  Anna  being  duly  ewom,  aays :  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
the  parties  to  this  action.  1  met  Oanedo  on  the  24th  of  April  last  at  St,  Thomsa. 
I  have  never  anthorized  Montgomery,  Canedo,  or  anybody  else  to  purchase  a 
vesBi'l  for  me.  In  the  brief  correspondence  I  have  had  with  Montgomery  and 
Canedo  I  never  anthorized  Montgomery  or  Canedo  to  do  anything  for  me.  bni. 
to  the  contrary,  I  wrote  I  never  wanted  their  services ;  Montgomery  and  Oanedo 
made  offers  to  me  of  all  sorts  of  impossible  helps,  and  so  foolish  and  exa^ented 
that  they  were  the  dreams  of  madmen,  and  I  declined  them  all  and  peremptorily. 
A.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 
Sworn  to  before  me  this  STth  day  of  June,  1866. 

JOHN  McCLUSKr. 
CommitnoHer  of  DeeHt. 

Mr.  Unck  also  read  i^vcral  other  affidavits  and  some  letters,  which  we  have 
not  space  to  print,  all  tending  to  show  that  the  defendants  had  been  guilty  of 
groes  fraud  in  the  purchase  of  the  steamer  Agues,  for  the  sum  of  (160,000  in 

Sid,  from  the  plaintiff,  Taylor,  on  the  pretence  that  they  were  regularly  au- 
orized  agents  of  Santa  Annn,  and  purchased  the  vessel  for  him  and  at  his 
reqneet. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ar^mcnt  all  the  papers  in  the  case  were  handed  np 
to  the  conrL    Decision  reserved. 

For  plaintiff,  Jerome  Back ;  for  defendants,  P.  Y.  Cutler,  e«q. 


[Eucloenre  No.  lU.— From  tbo  New  York  Heruld,  i\i\y  IT,  1866.] 
SL'PBRIOB    COURT — CHAMnSRS — RBPORR  JUDIIB    MCCtlNN. 

Jidy  16. — Antonio  Lopez  dc  Santa  Anna  r*.  Abraham  Baiz  and  Jacob  Baiz.-^ 
An  action  was  commenced  on  Saturday  last  in  the  superior  court  of  this  city, 
by  General  Antonio  Lopes  de  Santa  Anna  against  Abraham  Baiz  and  Jacob 
Baiz,  for  the  recovery  of  thirteen  tliousand  dollars,  the  proceeds  of  four  bills  of 
exchange  on  London,  which  had  been  left  with  A.  Baiz  &  Co.,  to  be  sold,  and 
the  proceeds  delivered  to  the  owner  of  the  bills.  The  firm  of  A.  Baiz  &;  Co., 
cousistiDg  of  Abraham  Baiz  and  hie  son,  Jacob  Baiz,  had  been  highly  recom- 
mended to  the  general  as  men  of  integrity  and  responsibility ;  and  thus  highly 
recommended,  the  general  was  importuned  by  A.  Baiz  &  Co.  to  ollow-them  to 
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sell  bin  bills  of  exchange.  This  firm,  h&ving  made  tbe  sale  and  received  therenn 
for  the  general  about  thirteen  thonsand  dollarB.  aaggested  to  him,  when  ihej 
were  asked  for  the  proceeds,  that  he  leave  the  money  in  their  hands,  as  it  would 
be  extremely  nnea^.  in  view  of  the  many  bni^laries  being  c(»nmitted  in  the 
city,  for  bim  to  keep  so  much  money  in  his  faonae,  Tbe  general,  deeming  the 
auggeetioit  an  honest  one,  deferred  drawing  bis  money  until  a  few  days  ago. 
when  be  sent  his  aon  to  the  house  of  A.  Baiz  Ic  Co.  to  get  tbe  money.  The 
Hrm  thereupon  refused  to  pay  over  the  $13,000,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  General 
Santa  Anna.  On  this  state  of  facts,  on  Saturday  last,  an  action  was  commenced 
by  General  Santa  Anna,  in  the  superior  court  of  this  city,  against  Abraliam 
Baiz  and  Jacob  Baiz,  in  which  action  Judge  SfcGunn  grantM  an  order  of  arrest. 
directing  that  tbe  defendants  he  arrested  and  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  S15,000. 
In  pursuance  of  this  order,  the  sheriff  yesterday  morning  arrested  Abraham 
Baiz  and  his  son  Jacob,  and  held  them  to  answer  in  the  above  sum. 


[EDcltMuro  No.  II.-  From  tlio  Nsw  York  Herald,  Jul/  l».  IH66.} 
To/f,c  Editor  of  the  Herald: 

We  notice,  among  the  law  reports  of  your  morning  edition,  a  statement  of 
tbe  arrest  of  A.  Baiz  &  Son,  at  the  suit  of  General  Santa  Anna,  springing  oqI 
of  certain  drafts  alleged  to  be  placed  in  their  hands.  We  suppose  ^ey  owr 
this  publicity  to  the  fact  that  they  have  had  business  dealinga  with  Santa  Anna. 
But  as  the  publication  is  but  an  ex  parte  statement,  and  reflects  upon  their 
mercantile  standing  and  integrity,  contrail  to  the  course  usually  adopted  bj 
UB  not  to  notice  such  publications,  we  beg  leave  to  state  thai,  upon  the  trial  of 
the  action,  Baiz  Ik,  Son  will  ahow  and  maintain  that  General  Santa  Anna  tsu 
largely  indebted  to  them  in  an  amount  exceeding  tbe  amount  of  tbe  drafts  men- 
tioned, and  which  ho  has  recognized  aa  correct,  and  promiaed  to  pay;  and  after 
crediting  the  procceda  of  tbe  drafts,  there  still  remains  a  very  considerable  bal- 
ance due  to  them. 

BEEBE,  DEAN  &  DONOHUE, 

Attomrytfor  A.  Bais  If  Stn. 

Nkw  Vobk,  July  17,  1866. 


[UdcIosdid  No.  12.— From  (he  New  York  Heiald,  August  9«,  1866.] 

A.VNA'S     LITIOATION? aDPRBMK     COURT CHAMBBBS — BBPORB  JUtHIE 


A«  order  ofarrnt  againtt  SeSor  Dario  Masuera. — He  ii  lodged  m  the  hitdloit 

itreet  jail. — Affidavit  of  General   Santa   Anna. — Jnttreatimg  ttalemtnlt — 

The  phi  thickening,  ^. 

Our  readers  uo  doubt  remember  the  many  accounts  that  have  appeared  in 
our  columns  lately  in  regard  to  the  adventures  of  General  Don  Antonio  Lopn 
de  Santa  Anna,  growing  out  of  the  numerous  suits  and  counter-suits  that  have 
been  commenced  in  our  courts  of  law.  We  are  again  called  upon  to  chronicle 
another  phase  in  tho  affiiir,  his  honor  Judge  Barnard  having  yesterday  granted 
an  order  of  arrest,  at  the  suit  of  General  Santa  Anna,  against  bia  late  private 
aecrelary,  Scuor  Dario  Mazuera,  founded  upon  tbe  following  affidavit  of  the 
general: 

Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  he  is  tlie  plaintiff 
herein,  and  resides  at  No.  8  West  Twenty-eighth  street.  New  York ;  that  the 
defendant  is  a  resident  of  St.  Thomas.  West  Indies,  and  is  temporarily  staying;  in 
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Uiia  city  ;  tbat  prior  to  the  lath  day  of  December,  1863,  the  defendant  applied 
to  the  plaintiff  at  St.  Thomas  for  pcrmiBHton  to  proceed  to  the  United  Statea  in 
behalf  of  the  iaterctft  of  Mexico,  as  represented  by  the  plaintiff,  to  confer  wilb 
the  government  of  the  United  Statee  in  reference  to  certain  bosincss  connected 
with  the  interest  of  Mexico,  stating  and  representing  that  he  was  able  and 
competent  to  accomplish  the  transactions  of  said  bnsiness,  itnd  did  then  and 
there  importune  the  plaintiff  to  give  him,  Mid  Mnzucrtt.  some  paper  writing 
accrediting  him  &a  a  proper  person  to  whom  faith  and  confidence  could  be  given : 
that  on  or  about  the  lath  of  December,  1S65,  the  plaintifT  did  give  said  Ma- 
znera  a  paper  writing,  whereby  said  Mazucra  was  permitted  by  the  plaintiff  ti) 
proceed  to  the  United  States  and  cmfer  with  the  government  thereof  in  relation 
to  the  business  contemplated,  but  when  said  Sloziicm  arrived  in  the  United 
Slates  he  did  not  make  any  effoir  to  confer  with  the  govermnent  thereof  in 
behalf  of  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  said  instramont  given  him  by  the  plaintiff,  as 
aforesaid,  but,  on  the  contraiy,  in  violation  of  the  power  and  aniliority  conferred 
on  him  by  the  plaJDtiff,  nud  intending  to  cheat  and  defraud  this  plaintiff,  and  in 
violation  of  the  trust  and  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  plaintiff,  be,  the 
said  Darin  Klaznera,  and  one  Abraham  Baiz,  with  the  intent  to  cheat  and  de- 
fraud the  plaintiff,  did  combine,  confederate,  and  conspire  together,  at  the  city 
of  New  York,  to  deceive,  cheat,  and  defraud,  and  did  deceive,  cheat,  and  di-fraud, 
the  plaintiff  in  the  following  manner,  viz  :  On  or  about  the,  7th  day  of  April. 
1866,  the  said  Baiz  represented  and  pretended  to  he  tlic  owner  of  the  steamship 
Georgia,  lying  at  the  port  of  New  York,  and  as  such  pretended  owner  of  said 
steamer,  on  or  about  the  last  day  aforesaid,  did  fraudnlently,  deceitfully,  and 
with  the  intent  and  design  to  cheat  and  defraud  the  plaintifT,  make  a  pretended 
sale  to  him,  and  the  said  Dario  Mazuera,  well  knowing  that  the  said  Baiz  was 
not  the  owner  of  said  steamship,  did  pretend  to  purchase  of  tlic  said  Baiz  the 
said  etcamship  Georgia,  for  and  on  account  of  this  plaintiff,  for  the  sum  of 
SS50,000 ;  whereupon  the  said  Baiz  excculcd  and  delivered  to  ^id  Mazuera, 
38  the  pretended  agent  of  said  plaintiff,  a  bill  of  sale  of  said  steamship,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  plaintiff  at  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies  ;  and  the  said  Mazuers,  well 
knowing  that  Baiz  was  not  the  owner  of  said  steamship,  accepted  from  enid 
Baiz  the  said  bill  of  sale,  and  then  and  there  delivered  to  said  Baiz  ecvenieen 
bills  of  exchange,  to  which  the  said  Dorio  Mazuera  fraudulently  and  without 
anthority  signed  the  name  of  the  plaintiff;  that  said  bills  of  exchange  were 
drawn  to  the  order  of  said  Mazuera,  and  indorsed  l>y  him  were  delivered  to  said 

That  in  and  by  said  pretended  bill  of  sale  it  was  staled,  us  a  covenant  of  the 
plaintiff,  that  in  case  the  bills  of  exchange  should  not  be  accepted  at  sight,  and 
should  be  protested  for  non-acceptance,  the  said  plaintiff  wonid  pay  the  said  Baiz 
the  earn  of  £100,000  liquidating  damages,  and  the  said  iiills  of  exchange  should 
remain  in  the  hands  of  said  Baiz  as  collateral  security  for  the  payment  of  said 
$100,000.  Deponent  further  says,  that  afterwards  tlie  said  Baiz,  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  said  Mazuera,  did  fntight  the  said  steamship  at 
the  port  of  New  York,  and  proceeded  to  (lie  port  of  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies,  where 
the  plaintiff  was  then  temporarily  residing,  and  on  their  arrival  the  said  Baiz 
called  on  this  plaintiff  and  informed  him  of  the  said  sale  of  tho  said  steamship, 
and  at  the  tame  time  exhibite<l  <o  the  plaintiff  the  said  hills  of  exchange,  and 
desired  the  plaintiff  to  accept  the  same,  whereupon  the  plaintiff  informed  said 
Baiz  that  the  said  -  Mazuera  had  no  power  or  authority  from  the  plaintiff  to 
negotiate  for  or  purchase  the  said  steamship,  or  to  sign  any  bills  of  exchange  in 
the  name  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  he,  the  plaintiff,  would  not  accept  said 
steamship  or  ratify  or  confirm  the  said  bill  of  sale. 

Deponent  farther  says  that  the  said  B»iz  and  Mazacrj,  still  combining,  con- 
spiring,  and  confederating  together  to  cheat  and  defraud  this  plaintiff,  then  and 
there  stated  and  represented  to  the  plaintiff  that  he,  (Mazuera,)  while  in  the 
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United  States,  had  succeeded  iu  obUining  a  loan  from  various  {NuUes  in  tlie 
United  States,  and  from  the  government  thereof,  of  $30,000,000 ;  that  the  same 
was  to  be  increased  to  $50,000,000,  to  be  used  in  the  interest  of  the  Mexican 
people,  and  that  $30,000,000  whb  then  on  deposit  in  the  cit^  of  New  Yoil. 
ready  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  plaintiff,  to  be  used  by  him  and  thotf 
aaeieting  him  in  behalf  of  the  iutcre»te  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  at  tlie  same 
time  exhibited  to  the  plaintiff  a  letter  purporting  fi  hnve  been  written  by  Hon. 
William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  at  Wasbington,  advising  the  plaintiff  lo 
come  at  once  to  tbe  United  States,  and  that  the  government  thereof  was  ready, 
willing,  nud  anxious  to  aid  bira  in  bis  efforts  iu  behalf  of  the  Mexican  people, 
and  that  any  aasisiance  required  by  tbe  plaintiff  in  that  behalf  would  be  fur- 
nished him  by  the  government  of  the  Uni  ted  States,  and  that  he  should  lose  no 
time  in  quitting  St,  Thomas  for  tbe  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  immf- 
dintely  entering  npou  his  undertaking. 

Deponent  further  saye  that  the  said  Baiz  and  Maiueni  furtlier  represented 
that  said  steamer  had  been  purchased  for  the  interests  of  the  Mexican  people, 
and  that  the  said  bills  of  exchange  could  be  paid  from  the  fund  or  loan  of  thirty 
millions  then  on  deposit  aa  aforesaid,  and  that  the  plaintiff  individually  coolii 
not  be  responsible  or  incur  any  liability  by  accepting  the  said  bills,  and  that  if 
plaintiff  refused  to  accept  the  said  bill  or  ratify  the  said  sale  of  said  steomsbiu. 
that  the  said  Baiz  would  be  put  to  great  expense,  loss,  and  damage,  and  would 
be  pecuniarily  ruined;  and  deponent,  believing  the  Suid  representation b  of  the 
said  Biaz  and  Maznera,  and  that  the  iaid  sum  of  thirty  millions  was  then  on 
deposit  in  the  city  of  New  York  as  aforesaid,  and  believing  tbe  letter  exhibited 
as  aforesaid  to  be  a  true  and  genuine  letter,  the  plaintiff  accepted  the  said  bill» 
of  exchange  and  delivered  them  to  the  said  Baiz,  conditioned  that  they  should 
be  paid  from  the  said  loan  of  thirty  millions  ;  that  aabsequently  the  said  Baix, 
witii  the  knowledge  and  assent  of  tbe  said  Uazuera,  stated  and  represented  to 
the  plaintiff  that  he  (Baiz)  bad  a  payment  to  make  at  8t.  Thomas  on  account 
of  tbe  purchase  of  said  steamship  of  840,000  in  eold,  and  that  he  did  not  havt- 
the  neceeaary  means  to  meet  said  payment,  and  desired  the  plaintiff  to  let  bim 
have  the  said  snm  of  S40,000  to  meet  said  payment,  and  that  be  would  retnni 
the  same  when  tbey  arrived  at  New  York  ;  and  believing  aaid  statement  to  be 
true,  tbe  plaintiff  gave  to  tbe  said  Baiz  certain  notes  made  by  parties  in  favor  of 
plaintiff,  payable  in  gold,  and  which  were  perfectly  good,  amounting  in  tbe 
^gg^gs^  f''*  ^^^  ^utn  of  $3d,260,  which  the  said  Baiz  accepted  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid. 

Deponent  further  says  that  subsequently  the  said  Maznera  assisted  in  the 
freighting  of  said  steamer  for  Xew  Y'ork,  and  that  plaintiff  took  passage  on  said 
steamer;  that  on  hia  arrival,  at  the  earueet  solicitation  of  said  Baiz,  tbe  plamtiff 
went  to  the  house  of  said  Baiz  at  Elizabeth  port.  New  Jersey,  and  remained  there 
for  nearly  one  month ;  that  the  said  Baiz  and  Mnzaera  professed  great  friendship 
for  tbe  plaintiff,  and  often  asserted  and  reiterated  the  statements  and  represenLi- 
tious  hereinbefore  mentioned;  but  that  just  before  the  plaintiff  left  the  house  of 
said  Baiz  he  ascertained  that  said  steamship  did  not  belong  to  and  was  nol 
owned  by  said  Baiz,  and  that  he  had  no  power  to  sell  or  convey  said  steamship, 
and  that  he  had  no  payment  to  make  at  St.  Thomas  of  S40.000  ;  and  that  each 
and  every  statement  made  by  said  Baiz  as  to  the  purchase  of  said  steamer  were 
false  and  untrue,  and  were  made  with  tbe  knowledge  and  consent  of  said  Ma- 
zuera,  aud  were  known  by  the  said  Maznera  to  be  false  and  untme,  and  wert 
made  with  the  intent  and  design  to  deceive,  cheat,  and  defmnd  this  plaintiff; 
and  that  the  statements  of  said  Bitiz  and  Mazuera  that  tbe  defendant  bad  ob- 
tained B  loan  of  $30,000,000,  and  that  the  same  was  then  on  deposit  in  the  city 
of  New  Yorii,  were  also  false  and  untrue,  anil  hod  no  foundation  in  foci,  Iwi 
were  made  with  the  intent  to  induce  the  plaintiff  to  accept  the  said  billa  of  ex- 
change for  the  sum  of  8250,000 ;  tliat  at  the  time  the  said  loan  was  aaid  tn 
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iiavc  beenobtaincd  not  one  sliilling  liitd  been  obtained  or  received  by  the  de- 
fendant, ns  ho  bad  represented. 

This  deponent  further  saye  tlint  tbc  snid  letter  exhibited  by  the  defendant, 
pnroortinc  to  have  been  written  br  the  Hon.  Wm.  II.  Seward,  wbb  not  a  letter 
of  the  said  Wm.  K.  Seward  at  all,  but  written  and  concocted  by  the  defendant 
and  raid  Baiz,  and  that  all  the  representation b  made  by  said  defendant  and  Baiz 
were  falee  and  untrue,  and  that  said  letter  was  a  foi^ry,  and  known  by  said 
jefeodantB  to  be  so. 

Deponent  further  Bays  that  said  Baiz  und  Maziiera,  conspiring,  combiDing, 
and  confederating  together,  did  charter  the  said  steamship  of  Messrs.  Wiiliams 
&  Guion,  for  the  enm  of  810,000,  to  go  to  the  port  of  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies, 
and  that  said  Baiz  freighted  enid  vessel  nnder  said  charter,  and  proceeded  with 
said  Teesel,  accompanied  by  said  Mazuera,  to  St.  Thomas,  where  the  said  Ua- 
zuera  falsely  and  ^udnlentlr  reported  to  varions  parties,  other  than  the  plain- 
tiff, that  the  said  Baiz  was  the  owner  of  said  steamer. 

Deponent  furtlicr  says  that  said  Baiz,  from  St.  Thomas  to  New  York,  brought 
□u  said  vessel  a  valuable  freight,  and,  as  the  plaintiff  is  informed  and  believes, 
received  for  the  freight  of  said  steamship  to  and  from  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies, 
upwards  of  S15,00D. 

Deponent  further  says  that  the  said  Baix  admitted  to  the  plaintiff,  as  did  also 
the  said  Mazuera,  that  the  said  Baiz  at  St.  Thomas  jiaid  to  ihe  cuptain  of  said 
steamer  Georgia,  as  charter  money  and  other  expenses,  the  sum  of  813,000  and 
upwards,  and  that  this  sum  was  realized  from  a  portion  of  tbe  said  notes  of 
S3S,S6D  given  said  Baiz  by  the  plaintiff  at  St  Thomas. 

Deponent  further  says  that  when  the  said  Baiz  and  Maznera  returned  to  New 
York  they  had  in  their  possession  the  said  bills  of  exchange  for  3250,000  and 
the  said  notes  of  S35,SG0,  and  being  so  in  possession  of  said  oillsand  notes,  they 
delivered  the  said  steamship  to  the  owners,  Messrs.  Williams  Sc  Gnion,  al  tbe 
city  of  New  York,  and  also  gave  UesKrs.  Williams  &  Guion  a  portion  of  said 
bills  of  exchange,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $SO,000 ;  and  that  the  said  Wil- 
liams &  Gaion,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  pretended  sale  of  the  said  Greorgia  to 
the  plaintiff,  accepted  and  received  from  the  said  defendant  the  said  bills  of 
exchange ;  and  that  the  defendant  has  surrendered  to  the  plaintiff  the  balance 
of  said  bills  of  exchange,  amounting  to  $170,000,  but  still  retains  the  notes, 
amounting  to  S3.^,260 ;  and  that  Mcsars.  Williams  &  Guinn  admitted  to  deponent 
that  they  had  poaBession  of  said  steamsbip,  and  were  the  owners  thereof,  and 
that  they  bad  received  the  said  billa  of  exchange ;  and  the  plaintiff  then  re- 
({nested  that  said  bills  be  eurrendered  to  bim,  which  said  Williams  &  Guion 
lefbsed  to  do,  except  on  condition  that  the  plaintiff  would  give  tbem  his  prom- 
issory note  at  ninety  days  for  the  sam  of  925,000  and  collateral  security  for 
its  payment,  which  plaintiff  was  compelled  to,  and  did  so;  that  all  of  the  repre- 
sentations and  statements  of  tho  said  Mazuera  and  Baiz  were  false  and  unUue, 
and  that  plaintiff  has  snstained  damages  by  reason  thereof  to  the  extent  of  at 
least  870,000,  and  asks  that  the  defendant  may  be  arretted  and  dealt  witli 
according  to  law. 

A.  L.  DE  STA.  ANNA. 

Sworn  to  before  me  (his  25th  day  of  August,  1866. 

ADFRED  T.  AOKERT,  Notari,  Public. 

The  affidavit  is  very  voluminous,  but  above  we  have  given  its  principal  fea- 
tures. Annexed  to  the  affidavit  is  a  supplemental  statement  by  the  general  in 
regard  to  the  card  published  in  our  columns  a  few  days  ago,  wherein  he  fully 
exonerated  Hr.  Maznera,  the  general  now  alleging  that  said  statement  was 
ehtniaed  from  him  nnder  a  misrepresentation  of  the  wets  of  the  case. 

Ur.  Uazuera  was  last  evening  arrested  by  Deputy  Sheriff  UcQon^;al,  and 
ia  de&nlt  of  bail  ia  the  sum  of  tSO.OOO,  committed  to  th«  Lndlow  street  jail. 
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Augunt  21. — Montgomery  vt.  Santa  Anna. — In  tbie  caae  an  order  <^  aneei 
was  granted  n^ainst  defendant  on  application  of  plaintiff.  The  particnUnot 
this  Buit  have  already  been  publieLed  in  the  Herald.  A  motion  is  now  made  lo 
eet  aside  the  order  of  arreBt,  and  the  argument  in  the  case  ha?  been  set  down 
for  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 


[Enclosure  No.  i:{.— From  the  New  York  Heroic],  August  09,  leUG.] 
(iA\TA    AWA'S     LITIGATI 

The  Montgomery  rate. — Another  pottpoitcment. 
Au/(vH  28. — Montgomery  m.  Santa  Anna. — Xhia  case  was  called  on  at  twelve 
o'clock  to-day  for  argument.  A  motion  is  now  made  to  vacate  the  order  of 
tureet  ieaned  some  days  since  at  the  instance  of  the  plaintiff  against  Gcnertl 
Santa  Anna  on  the  givund  that  he  was  a  non-resident  of  the  State  of  Xew  Yoii. 
Montgomery  makes  a  claim  against  the  general  for  the  modest  sum  of  tGO,000 
for  services  rendered  as  the  alleged  agent  of  Santa  Anna.  The  geiteral  was  n- 
qnired  to  give  bail  in  the  sum  of  S'^iOOO,  which  was  afterwards  reduced  lo 
S30,000.  Mr.  II.  Daily,  connsel  for  General  Santa  Anna,  now  mores  to  vacat« 
tho  order  of  arrest  on  the  gronnd  that  the  general  never  employed  or  anthonud 
the  employment  of  Montgomery  in  any  manner  whatever.  The  motion  cam 
on  for  hearing  several  days  ago ;  but,  on  the  application  of  Mr.  Peter  T.  Cotler, 
couoael  for  Montgomery,  it  baa  been  postponed  from  time  to  time  onlil  yester- 
day, when  it  came  np  again  for  argument.  Mr.  Cutler  answered  that  he  wu 
not  ready  to  proceed,  and  asked  the  court  to  allow  the  motion  to  stand  oiet. 
Mr.  Daily  strenuously  opposed  the  application  for  a  further  postponement  of 
the  matter,  on  the  ground  that  General  Santa  Anna  was  very  anxious  to  havf 
the  questions  presented  by  this  action  reviewed  fay  the  court,  and  that  he  had  in 
every  instance  been  ready  and  anxious  to  proceed,  but  had  invariably  been  met 
by  a  motion  to  postpone  by  the  counsel  for  plaintiff. 

The  court  finally  set  the  matter  down  (or  hearing  at  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday 
next 

STATBMBNT  FBOM  MAZUBBA. 

General  Don  Antonio  Lopez  do  Santa  Anna  has  published  the  following  eaid: 
"The  undersigned  would  inform  the  pnblic  that  Don  Dario  Maznen  lias  not 
held,  nor  does  be  now  hold,  any  authority  to  engage  in  any  way  vhatever  tht 
personal  responsibility  of  the  undersigned  in  any  contract,  note,  or  engagatml 
whatsoever.  Having  been  informed  that  said  Don  Dario  Maznem  is  attemptii^ 
(in  virtue  of  a  commission  intrusted  to  him  for  a  purpose  very  distinct  from  thai 
of  making  private  contracts]  to  injure  the  undersigned,  notice  is  hereby  giren 
that  not  only  the  invalidity  of  said  acts  will  be  maintained,  but  the  nnder^n^d 
will  likewise  assert  his  rights  and  have  the  full  rigor  of  the  lawa  extendM  to 
those  wbo  seek  to  injure  and  annoy  him  in  so  unwarrantable  a  manner. 

"A.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANNA." 

Much  against  my  will  I  am  forced  to  contradict — though  I  shall  do  so  in  ■ 
clear  and  succinct  manner — the  above  assertions  of  General  Santa  Anna,  by 
publishing  herewith  the  fiJl  powers  which  he  conferred  on  me  at  St,  Thomas, 
under  date  of  December  12.  lost  year.  I  have,  moreover,  in  my  possession  a 
letter  in  the  same  gentleman's  own  handwriting,  which  was  delivered  to  me  only 
a  few  honre  before  my  departuie  from  that  island,  and  vhich  treats  of  this  Hme 
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subject,  uDtl  coniirma  the  confidenco  which  was  reposed  in  me.  I  will  iiot  pub- 
lieh  eaid  letter  becauBe  of.  ita  confidential  and  private  character.  If  I  have 
committed  grave  errors  I  huve  frankly  avowed  them,  without  attempting  to 
escape  the  reBpousibility  that  fell  npon  me  by  reason  of  euch  errors  ;  nor  did  I 
.teek  to  cloak  myself  with  a  veil  of  hypocrisy,  as  has  been  done  by  othera  whom 
I  may  jastly  Ftigmatixe  a»  corrupt  and  depraved. 

DARfO  MAZUEBA. 
Nbw  York,  Augvtt  34,  1SG6. 


"Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  general  of  dicitioH  in  Ike  Mexican  army,  ^v.: 
"  By  these  preaentB  I  give  full  powera  to  Colonel  Don  Dario  Uazuera,  (in 
whoae  talenta  and  good  character  I  have  the  grca^cet  confidence,)  in  order  thnt 
he  may  be  enabled  to  develop  all  my  ideas,  thonghte,  and  desires  before  the 
government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  concerning  the  aid  of  which  1 
stand  in  need  in  order  to  be  able  to  liberate  my  country  from  the  yoke  of  hpr 
oppressoTB.  The  critical  position  in  which  the  Mexican  nation  is  at  present  . 
placed  demands  that  all  her  sons  make  extraordinary  efforts  and  great  Bacrificc»i. 
Although  exiled  from  my  native  soil  through  French  tyranny,  still  I  sm  onxious 
to  do  all  in  my  power  in  order  to  prove  to  my  fellow-countrymen  that  their  mis- 
fortanea  are  not  nnhecdcd  by  me.  Colonel  Ma^aera  will  understand  how  to  set 
forth,  with  hia  habitual  discretion,  my  reasons  for  having  recout^e  to  the  gov- 
ernment at  Washington  in  order  to  obtain  the  aid  which  only  that  government 
can  readily  afford.  The  said  Colonel  Mazuera  is  fully  authorized  to  make 
agreement  as  to  the  guarantees  requisite  in  order  to  secure  the  payment  of  what- 
ever costs  and  expenses  ma}'  be  incurred  for  this  aid,  which  I  solicit  with  the 
most  lively  earneatness  and  ardor.  The  Mexican  nation  will  in  dne  time, 
through  its  legiil  organs,  recognize  this  debt,  and  will  pay  it  with  religious  ex- 
actitude, while  ita  gratitude  will  be  tverlasting  for  the  service  thus  rendered. 
Bat  if,  uitfortunately,  the  government  of  the  IJnited  States  shonid  refuse,  from 
any  motive  whatever,  to  lend  me  its  protection,  in  auch  case  Colonel  Mazuera 
shall  endeavor  to  make  an  arrangement  with  some  portion  of  the  mercantile 
community  of  said  nation  for  the  recruiting  of  two  or  three  thousand  armed 
men,  (aflcr  having  £rat  obtained  permission  from  the  local  authoritiea,)  as 
well  as  for  the  purchase  of  the  vessels  necessary  lo  transport  such  a  body  of 
men  to  a  point  on  the  Mexican  coast  which  I  shall  indicate  in  dtie  time.  Colonel 
Mazuera  may  show  these  tastructions  in  such  cases  as  he  may  find  it  advan- 
tageous to  do  so,  seeing  tbut  he  is  my  representative — my  own  person,  in  fact, 
in  this  affair  with  which  he  is  intrusted.  However,  he  is  to  bear  in  mind  that 
he  most  bestow  upon  any  Mexican  soldiers  that  may  be  rltcmited  the  position 
br  which  they  may  be  respectively  fitted ;  for  it  would  be  very  pleasing  to  me 
should  such  true  patriots  be  brought  to  my  ranks  by  extending  to  them  any 
assistance  that  may  be  possible.  I  confide  to  Colonel  Maznera's  discretion  the 
snbject  of  engaging  in  our  favor  some  of  the  leading  organs  of  the  press,  in 
order  to  secure  the  publication  of  suitable  articles  in  favor  of  our  enterprise, 
even  tlionglt-for  this  purpose  it  should  become  necessary  to  make  pecuniary 
sacrifices.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  visit  General  Grant,  in  whose  hands  he  will 
place  the  letter  which  he  has  received  for  that  general,  and  shall  endeavor  to 
convince  him  of  the  advantage  it  would  be  to  all  of  ns  who  profess  republicau 
principles  wero  he  to  contribute  his  powerful  inflnence  towards  securing  the 
patriotic  object  which  I  have  in  view.  As  Colonel  Mazuera  is  sufficiently  well 
informed,  and  understands  thoroughly  the  important  charge  with  which  be  is 
intruBtcd,  I  leave  to  his  own  deliberation  the  arrangement  of  many  details 
which'  he  will  understand  how  to  work  out  according  as  oceaainns  present 
themselves,  for  I  am  inspired  with  this  much  confidence  in  the  ability,  honor. 
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loyalty,  and  Araericaniem  of  eaid  Sefior  Uaznera.  For  ihe  reamm  ttl  fonh 
above,  I  recognize,  approve,  and  confirm  as  valid,  from  this  moment,  the  let.' 
which  SefioT  Mazuera  may  perfonn  while  in  the  dischai^  of  this  missior,  in 
order  to  aecare  the  ancceseful  iasue  of  the  aame. 

"  In  tealimony  whereof  I  set  my  hand  to  these  presents. 

"  Done  at  the  island  of  St.  Tbomaa  this  I2ib  day  of  December,  1865 

"A.  L.  DE  SANTA  ANNA." 


[£Dul08nre  No.  14— From  the  New  York  Herald,  Septembers,  1B66.] 
MORB    OF     SANTA     ANNA'S    LITIGATIONS. — SITPBEME      COURT — CI 


Tie  Sfontgomery  caie. — Motion  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrett  ogainMl  Sania 
Anna. 

September  1. — L.  M.  Montgomery  r*.  A.  L.  de  Santa  Anna. — Plaintiff  in  ibi.' 
case  claims  to  liave  acted  as  the  agent  of  General  Santa  Anna  in  the  organiu- 
tioD  of  an  expedition  to  convert  the  Mexican  empire  and  establish  a  lepnhlic 
instead.  The  authority  for  thie  agency  he  alleges  to  have  received  thnndi 
Sefior  Dario  Mazuera  and  Mr.  Solon  Dike,  who  claim  to  have  been  the  dinclJ}' 
accredited  agents  of  Santa  Anna  for  the  same  purposes.  Maznera  is  at  preseDi 
confined  in  t!ic  Ludlow  street  jail,  under  a  euit  instituted  against  him  oy  ihr 
general  for  some  880,000. 

The  material  points  in  the  affidavits  and  the  statements  on  both  sides  haif 
already  been  published  in  the  Herald. 

In  the  present  snit  Montgomery  seeks  to  get  SS5,000  for  services  rendered, 
and  under  this  claim  procured  an  order  of  arrest  against  the  general,  in  which 
the  latter  was  held  to  bail  in  the  sum  of  830,000.  A  motion  to  vacate  this  ordfr 
of  arrest  was  made  yesterday. 

Mr.  Peter  T.  Cutler  appeared  for  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  H.  Daily  for  defendant. 

Mr.  Cutler  opened  the  argument,  and  alluded  to  the  character  of  the  affidavit' 
on  the  other  side.  The  main  question  to  be  determined  was  upon  the  agencv. 
Montgomery  bad  produced  evidence  to  show  Lis  agency  in  the  matter,  whicli 
facts  were  merely  denied  by  Santa  Anna,  without  producing  contradiclorr 
evidence  on  each  material  point. 

Judge  Barnard.  There  is  sufficient  in  the  affidavits  to  issue  an  orJer  of  arrf^i. 

Mr.  Cutler  contended  that  there  was  v.ot  sufficient  in  the  affidavits  of  defend- 
ant to  quash  the  order  of  arrest.  Defendant  bad  not  furnished  evidence  denyin; 
any  of  plaintiiF's  assertions.  There  was  nothing  in  tlie  affidavits  of  his  oppn 
nents  which  wonid  authorize  him  to  make  a  motion  to  discharge  from  arrest. 

The  court  having  decided  to  hear  the  case  at  length,  Mr.  Daily  proceeded  ia 
read  his  affidavits  in  support  of  the  motion  to  vacate  the  order  of  arrest.  He 
read  the  affidavit  of  General  Santa  Anna,  denying  that  he  had  given  any  aa- 
thority  whatever  to  Montgomery  to  act  as  his  agent. 

Judge  Barnard.  Does  General  Santa  Anna  speak  the  English  language! 

Mr,  Daily.  He  does  not. 

Judge  Barnard.  Who  translated  these  affidavits  for  him  1 

Mr.  Daily  gave  the  name  of  the  translator.  The  gentleman  then  west  on  witi 
his  reading.  The  affidavit  of  Mazuera  alleged  that  he  had  never  at  any  timr 
employed  Montgomery  under  the  authority  given  by  Santa  Anna  to  dejpoiwnl- 
Several  other  affidavits  were  read,  when  Mr.  Cutler  followed  in  belialf  or  HoQl- 

e  papers  in  the  caee  and  meiTed  fan  deetoton. 
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[EoclomiTe  No.  15.— From  tbe  Hew  York  "nmes,  September  5,  1866.] 
STILL  ANOTHER  SUIT — SANTA  ANNA'S  FATHBR  IN-LAW  ARRBSTKD. 

An  order  of  srrest  wae  granted  yesterday  by  Judge  Barnard,  of  the  supreme 
eoQrC,  for  the  apprefaeneion,  in  a  civil  suit,  of  Lnia  Q.  de  Vidal  y  Rirta,  father- 
in-law  of  General  Santa  Anna.  The  plaintiff  in  the  action  is  Emelia  Guppia, 
owner  of  a  boarding-house  in  East  Forty-first  street,  this  city,  who  alleges  in 
her  affidavits,  on  which  the  order  of  arrest  was  issued,  that  defendant,  Rivas,  is 
indebted  to  her  in  the  sum  of  S35d  oO,  the  balance  of  a  hoant  bill.  It  was 
fnrthermore  stated  that  General  Santa  Anna  and  the  defendant  were  about 
IfavtQg  this  country  for  Mexico,  and  that  the  latter  would  take  with  him  all  his 
goods  and  effecls ;  that  thi:re  was  great  danger  that  plaintiff  would  lose  the 
smoant  of  her  claim  against  him  unless  the  court  interfered  and  granted  an  older 
of  arrest,  holding  him  tn  bail  in  a  sum  sufficient  to  fully  meet  the  demand. 


No.  119. 
Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

Wa»hingl(»%,  Oetoher  9,  1866. 
StR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  29th  ultimo,  containing  some  correspondence  connected  with  the  offer 
of  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  of  his  services  to  your  government. 

I  avul  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  i-enew  to  you  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD- 
Selior  Don  M  Romero,  Ifr,.,  Ifc.,  ^, 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Translailou,  ] 
MsstcAN  Lboation  in  tub  U.nitbo  Statks  op  America, 

Wa»hingtoi%,  NoBember  16,  1866. 
Mr.  Sbcretary:  In  reference  to  the  communication  which  I  addressed  to 
yonr  department  on  the  ^9th  of  September  last,  relating  to  Don  Antonio  Lopez 
de  Santa  Anna,  I  have  tV^  V""*''  ^"  transmit  to  you  this  day  a  number  of  the 
official  paper  of  tlie  lifkiciin  government,  of  the  32d  of  Outobcr  last,  contain- 
ing various  documenle  on  tlie  same  subject,  and  among  them  a  communication 
addressed  to  me  by  Se!lor  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  the 
Meiicau  government,  (rom  Chihuahua,  the  I9tb  of  October  laat,  (No.  476.) 
approving  the  terms  of  the  answer  1  gave  to  Sefior  Snnta  Anna  on  the  20th 
September,  of  which  I  sent  you  a  copy  with  ray  note  of  the  29th  September, 
before  mentioned. 

I  lake  advantage  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  EOMEBO. 
Hon.  William  U.  Sbward,  ifc.,  ifc.,  Ifc. 

25  NKX.  t—  I 
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[Enclosure  No.  1,] 

No.  627.]         Mexican  Legation  in  the  Umted  States  op  Amrrica, 
Washington,  Sfptfmher  20.  1866. 

I  have  Ihe  hoDOr  to  tend  yon  a  copy  of  the  reply  I  made  thiE  Hay  to  the  let- 
ter which  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  addressed  to  me  on  the  5th  inslAnt, 
and  of  which  I  eent  yoa  a  copy  with  luy  communication,  No.  623,  of  yeeterdiir. 
I  informed  Senor  Santa  Anna  in  my  anewer  that  my  diecueHion  with  him  wu 
hereby  closed  on  my  part — a  iliscuBirion  he  had  provoked — and  that  iu  future  I 
would  answer  no  fiirther  communicatina  from  him  on  the  same  aubjecL 

In  regard  to  the  impniations  cast  on  you,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  answer 
them,  but  leave  tbtm  to  yon  to  do  it  if  you  choose. 

I  hereby  repeat  to  you  ibe  aseurances  of  my  most  distinguished  censideratioa. 

M.  UOMEItO. 

Citizeu  MiNit^TER  of  Forkign  Affairs,  Chihtiakua. 


[EDcloaure  No.  2.] 
No.  476.]  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Govbrnmb.'vt, 

Ckih%ah%a,  Oetobtr  19,  1866. 
The  citizen  Preaident  of  the  republic  baa  considered  your  notes  nambeied 
«23  and  627,  dated  the  19lb  and  20th  September  last,  with  which  you  sent  me 
the  copy  of  a  letter  that  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna  wrote  to  yon,  and 
a  copy  of  your  answer  to  him,  in  regard  to  tbe  resolution  of  the  government 
refusing  to  accept  the  offer  of  hia  aervicea.  Aa  you  have  given  a  sufficient 
answer  to  tbe  inexact  conceptions  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Santa  Anna,  it  is  nedew 
for  me  to  trouble  myself  about  tbem,  in  what  refere  to  me  aud  tlic  chai^  1 
made  in  my  communication  of  the  6th  July.  Moreover,  those  charges  are  re- 
corded in  the  history  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  republic,  and  are  corroborated  bf 
facts  so  generally  known  that  it  is  idle  to  dispute  them. 
Accept  tbe  protests  of  my  attendve  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA 
Citizen  Matias  Bombro, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minuter  Pltnipolattiary 

of  the  Mrxican  Republic  in  Watkingttm,  D.  C. 


Sehor  de  Santa  Anna  to  the  Preridfnt. 
[TranalatioD.] 

St.  Thomas,  December  12,  186.^. 
Sjb  ;  Under  date  of  I9th  October  last,  I  had  the  honor  to  commission  Mr. 
Lisander  Lamada  to  place  in  your  handa  a  communication,  sanctioned  by  my 
signature,  setting  forth  my  intentioDs  in  reapect  of  Mexico,  and  soliciting  rmot 
aid  from  your  Excellency  as  a  basis  to  commence  the  work  of  redeeming  my 
country  from  the  yoke  which  oppreaaes  it. 

And  now  leaving  Mr.  Lamada  in  his  good  repute,  I  permit  myself  to  commis- 
sion in  his  place  Colonel  Dario  Mozuera,  meriting  my  entire  confidence,  that  he 
may  cimtinue  the  work  until  tbe  happy  result  of  the  undertaking  I  meditate  is 
achieved,  which  I  sbaJl  carry  to  a  fortunate  conclusion  with  tbe  aid  which  your 
Excellency  may  deem  fit  to  plac«  at  my  disposal.     All  has  been  already  said  in 
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regard  of  tbe  d&nger  which  threatens  republican  America  in  coneenting  to  the 
existence  in  her  boaom  of  a  throne  of  European  origin,  imposed  b;  force  and  eus- 
tained  bv  bayoaela. 

For  tbi3  reason  I  have  Bought  to  avoid  any  preamble,  and  I  enter  fully  into 
the  queetion. 

1'he  Honroe  dotAlne,  which  has  been  tbe  langhing-etock  and  Bcoff  of  crowned 
heads  during  the  great  domestic  strife  in  the  great  republic,  is  now  the  uight- 
mare  of  the  very  princes  who  believed  it  to  be  in  the  at^BS  of  anarchy,  over- 
tbrown  happily  by  tlie  goTcrnincnt  of  the  Union ;  and  I,  who  venerate  those 
principles,  I,  the  founder  of  the  Mexican  republic,  am  ready  to  shed  the  In^t 
drop  of  my  blood  in  avenging  its  wrongs,  in  a  bolocanet  to  its  honor,  iadi^peud- 
ence.  and  liberty. 

Will  tbe  heirs  of  Washington  suffer  these  desires  of  my  heart  to  be  without 
fruit,  by  refusing  me  the  ud  which  I  implore  with  all  the  energy  of  my  soul  I 
I  dare  Dot  believe  it ! 

I  speak  to  your  Excellency  in  the  name  of  unhappy  Uexico,  pledging 
solemnly  her  national  honor  for  the  fulfilment  of  tbe  engagemeata  which  mity 
take  place,  in  conseqnenc  of  the  aid  with  which  your  ExceUeucy's  government 
may  favor  me. 

Mr.  Mazuera  will  explain  to  yon,  confidentially,  the  class  of  resourceH  I  ask 
for,  and  all  that  he  may  bargain  with  your  Excellency,  in  accordance  with  the 
contents  of  this  communication,  and  of  the  instructions  I  have  placed  in  his 
haiid^,  will  be  recognized  and  approved  by  me,  in  the  name  of  the  Mexican 

With  sentiments  of  tbe  biglieet  cousideration,  1  have  the  honor  to  subscribe 
myself  your  most  respect'ul  and  assured  servant, 

A.  L.  DE  STA.  ANNA. 
His  Excellency  tbe  Prbsidr^t 

of  the  Vaiud  State*  of  America. 


[Translation.] 

St.  Thomas,  December  12,  1865. 

Sir  :  Leaving  in  his  good  repute  Mr.  Lisancier  Lamada,  bearer  of  tlie  com- 
manication  which,  under  date  of  19th  October  last,  I  had  tbe  honor  to  addreee 
to  you,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  commission  for  the  same  affair,  and  with 
more  ample  powers,  Colonel  Dario  Mazuera,  that  he  may  place  in  the  hiiiids  of 
his  Excellency  tbe  President  of  the  Union  a  document  sanctioned  by  my  sig- 
nature, referring  to  the  reeotution  1  have  formed  to  liberate  Mexico  from  I'orcign 
domination.  IJeign,  sir,  to  receive  Mr.  Mazuera,  a  person  who  has  my  whole 
confidence,  with  good  will,  and  give  entire  faith  and  credit  to  all  he  may  say  in 
my  name,  and  may  bargain  with  your  government  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
inftmc'ions  which  I  h.-ive  p'liced  in  his  hands.  I  hope,  at  the  same  time,  that 
yon  will  use  all  your  influence  in  the  cabinet  to  the  end  that  it  may  lend  me 
the  aid  wbich  I  solicit. 

Uuder  the  protection  of  tbe  Almighty,  and  that  I  may  receive  from  tbe  f  ov- 
erument  of  the  Uiiiied  States,  I  think  tliat  very  shortly  the  flag  of  the  re)iiiblic 
will  be  hoisted  in  all  the  cities  and  villagca  of  my  beloved  country.  She  will 
never  forget,  in  the  day  of  triumph,  all  she  will  owe  to  her  glorious  sister,  and 
will  return,  with  increase,  the  benefits  which  may  be  dispensed  to  her. 

I  reiterate  to  you  the  expression  of  high  consideration  and  sincere  esteem  with 
which  1  have  tbe  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 
A.  L.  DE  STA.  ANNA. 


Cooole 
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Seflor  de  Sanla  Anna  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TraQslation.] 

ElizabbthporT,  May  21,  I86C. 

Sir:  Upon  arriving  in  the  United  States  of  America,  accomplishing  one  of 
my  most  conatant  desires,  it  is  very  pleasant  to  me  to  fulfil  the  first  of  my  dn- 
ties  by  presenting,  in  my  character  of  Mexican  citizen,  the  homage  of  my  pro- 
found respect  to  the  government  of  tl)ie  great  and  happr  nation,  and  tne  ex- 
pression of  my  particular  sympathy  towards  your  Excelle&cy  in  person,  and 
through  your  medium  to  the  President  of  the  republic. 

Not  bping  able  at  present,  as  was  my  purpose,  to  go  and  do  this  personally,  I 
have  commissioned,  that  they  may  do  so  as  representing  me,  my  friends  Don 
Abraham  Baiz  and  Oolonel  Don  Dario  Mazuera.  They  will  present  this  leller 
to  your  excellency,  and  be  pleaEed,  your  excellency,  to  accept  their  expreesion^ 
as  my  own. 

The  object  of  my  coming  ia  to  place  myself  in  the  way  of  discharging  my  dnty 
as  a  Mexican  general — to  fight  against  iLe  foreign  and  despotic  govemnM'ul 
which  at  this  day  rales  over  the  capilal  of  my  country,  and  to  reinslall  in  that 
place  the  constiiational  republican  government,  by  offering  for  this  purpoM' 
my  services  to  the  eminent  patriot  Sefior  Juarez,  who  is  now  at  its  b^d,  and 
by  placing  myself  under  his  orders.  I  consecrated  to  my  country  the  heller 
part  of  my  lite ;  it  has  heaped  npon  me  favors  and  distinctiona,  and  I  anxiously 
desire  that  my  last  service  may  be  to  fight  once  more  for  its  independtrnce,  und 
to  re-establish  the  republic  which  I  first  proclaimed  in  1832;  to  set  the  beneficial 
example  of  the  obedient  soldier  and  disinterested  citizen  ;  to  reconcile  paitiesfor 
the  sake  of  the  whole  nation,  and  to  die  withdrawn  from  public  affairs  and  be- 
loved by  all  my  fellow- citizens.  Such  is  now  my  anibition.  I  appeal  mo«l 
pri'ssingly  to  the  sympathies  of  the  government  of  your  excellency  in  behalf  of 
tliat  just  cause,  asking  that  it  may  favor  it  with  its  powerful  aid,  and  I  hope  my 
conduct  may  be  applauded  by  your  excellency. 

lu  the  same  sense  I  write  to-day  to  Mr.  Komero,  our  zealona  and  patriotic 
representative. 

I  have  the  honor  to  offer  to  your  exceUency  the  aseorancc  of  my  highest  cod- 
eideraiion  and  personal  esteem. 


His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward,  Ifc., 

WatAington 


A.  L.  DE  STA.  ANNA. 


Sehor  Mazuera  to  Mr.  Frcderiik  W.  Seieard. 
[TranBlaiioa.} 

Washixoton,  May  26, 1866. 
Dkab  SiK  :  Yesterday  aft<.-nioon  we  gave  Mr.  Chew  the  letter  from  General 
Santa  Anua  to  tir.  Seward,  and  as  to-day  we  have  been  absent  from  the  hotel 
we  don't  know  whether  Air.  Chew  has  come  to  let  us  know  when  we  eball  pra 
sent  it  to  Mr.  Seward,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

Pray  be  (Heased  to  let  ub  know  what  has  been  your  father's  decision. 


Your  very  obedient  acrvai 
Fkbdbrick  Sbwakd,  Esq. 


DABIO  MAZUEBA. 
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The  Secretary  will  for  the  present  rcBerve  biraeelf  ia  regard  to  the  c 
catiou  of  General  Santa  Anna.     He  recognizes,  however,  the  peraonal  kindness 
of  the  general.     After  a  time  Mr.  Seward  may  recur  to  the  Bubject. 


[MemoiBudam.] 
Colonel  Maznera  was  informed  by  me  verbally  of  the  foregoing,  itnd  he  re- 
plied that  he  would  bare  been  glad  lo  pay  a  visit  of  conrteay  to  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  State. 

E.  8.  CHEW. 
May  26,  18(36. 


No.  124. 
SeHor  de  Santa  Anna  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Nbw  Yobe,  June  £.6,  1866. 

His  excellency  honorable  William  H.  Seward  will  please  receive  Captain  H. 
S.  Eytiug  as  an  envoy  on  most  important  bnstnesa  of  mutual  interests  to  the  two 
republics,  the  United  States  and  Mesico. 

Captain  H.  8.  EyLiog  is  accredited  with  fall  powers  to  act  as  if  I  were  pres- 
ent, and  I  hereby  confirm  all  treaties  made  by  him  for  myself. 

1  trust  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  will  discover  in  the  proposals  of  my 
envoy  cause  of  great  interest  and  advantage  to  the  United  States,  and  trasLing 
they  may  meet  with  fnvorableattentiou,  I  ask  for  my  envoy  and  the  propositions 
from  myself,  through  him,  the  heartieat  protection. 

With  sentiments  of  my  most  distinguished  regard,  I  am  faithfully  yours 
fraternally, 

A.  L.  DE  STA.  ANNA. 


Senor  de  Santa  Anna  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Nbw  York,  Augutt  10,  1866. 

Dbab  Sir  ;  The  political  crisis  in  Mexico  has  arrived  at  a  climax,  and  I  can 
no  longer  remain  inactive,  and  not  endeavor  to  contribute  towards  the  salvation 
of  my  country. 

While  Juarez,  Ortega,  and  the  chiefs  of  varions  bands  are  disputing  among 
themselves  the  right  to  govern,  my  unfortunate  country  is  ra|>idly  declining,  and 
from  advices  lately  received,  it  is  certain  that  Maximilian  is  contemplating  leaving 
Mexico,  in  which  event  the  country  will  most  assuredly  be  plunged  into  anarchy 
more  terrible  tban  has  yet  been  experienced. 

From  this  destiny  I  wish  to  save  my  country,  and  assist  in  the  expulsion  of 
the  last  foreign  bayonet ;  and  more  than  all,  I  am  desirojis  of  securing  to  Mexico 
peace,  and  to  protect  my  countrymen  as  well  as' foreigners,  and  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  select  the  man  by  whom  ihey  wish  to  be  governed. 

Your  excellency,  while  at  St.  Thomas,  encouraged  me  in  my  enterprise,  and 
I  again  repeat  that  the  m'imsat  has  arrived  when  it  is  neces.ury  to  act.  and  all  I 
now  require  is  your  support.     To  this  end  1  have  charged  Mr.  J.  N.  Lake,  of 
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tliie  city,  to  band  yon  tbia  letter,  be  being  ft  confidential  medinm  tbrongh  whom 
to  couvey  my  ideas  to  you,  and  give  you  all  neceenary  explanationa,  and  vbo 
will  have  full  power  and  aathority  from  me,  duly  execQt«d,  to  negotiate  and 
transocC  any  and  all  busineBS  relative  to  tbis  matter. 

Upon  youT  aHBistance  I  rely  in  tbie  undertaking,  when  tbe  interepta  of  a  aiattr 
republic  are  at  ntake,  and  when  tbe  time  has  arrived  to  strike  the  decisive  blow 
for  tbe  expulsion  of  foreign  iotruderB  and  the  tyrannical  domioation  of  Fr&nce. 

Sbiiuld  we  now  succeed  in  our  endeavors,  and  once  more  see  Mexico  free  aud 
mv  countrymen  reinstate  me  in  tbe  highest  position  within  tbeir  gift,  it  would 
flflWrd  me  the  greatest  pleasuTC  to  reciprocate  all  yonr  kindness,  aud  show  my 
gratitude  to  yonr  government  with  a  liberal  hand. 

Should  your  excellency  desire  a  permnal  interview  with  me,  I  shall  be  wil- 
ling to  undertake  the  journey,  preserving,  of  course,  all  possible  privacy  during 
the  Eume. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  DE  8TA.  ANNA. 

His  Excellency  William  H.  Seward, 

tkaelari/o/ Slate,  WafhiHglon,  J).  C. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Sehor  de  Santa  Anna. 

Dbpartment  ov  Statb, 

WatkingtoH,  AMg%»t  16,  1S66. 

The  Secretary  of  State  hati  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  Genet^  de  SanU 
Anna,  formerly  President  of  Mexico,  a  commnnication  in  wbicb  be  slates  that 
lie  wishes  to  visit  Washington,  and  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  know  if  be  will 
be  received  as  a  private  gentleman  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  distingniEhed  gentleman  is  hereby  informed  that  insomuch  as  his  atlilnde 
towards  tbe  republican  goverument  of  Mexico,  wilb  which  the  United  Stale* 
maiiitAiii  diplomatic  intercourse,  ia  pronounced  by  tbe  President  of  Mexico  to  be 
unfriendly  towards  the  government  of  tbe  republic,  a  recept.on  of  the  general  ia 
any  character,  at  tbe  preaent  time,  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  would  be  incoin- 
patible  with  tbe  settled  practice  and  habits  of  tlie  executive  departmeut  of  tb« 
IJniled  States. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Don  Antomo  Lopez  db  Santa  Anna,  Ktio  York. 


Don  Antonio  Loptz  de  Snata  Anna,  jr.,  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Nbw  Yobk,  November  7,  1S66. 
?t[v  Dbab  Sir  ;  I  am  tbe  nephew  of  Santa  Anna,  the  Mexican  general,  and 
as  his  only  relative  now  near  him,  am  bound  in  all  duty  and  conscience  to  we 
that  he  sufiers  no  barm  from  designing  persons.  I  Imve  sufficient  grounds  to 
make  me  believe  that  ihe  general  is  not  faithfully  served,  and  that  in  consequence 
of  trnsling  to  representations  urged  upon  him,  he  may  lose  not  only  bis  reputa- 
tion and  liis  fortune,  but  even  more — bis  life,  in  a  miataken  enterprise.  I,  there- 
fore, am  driven  to  take  this  liberty  of  addressing  myself  to  you  ;  and  I  beg  you, 
.  not  as  minister  of  state,  but  upon  your  generous  instincts  aa  a  man  ready  to  aid 
a  fellow-man,  to  tell  me  (if  it  may  be  done  without  detriment  to  the  public  in- 
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tercBtp)  wheihrr  the  United  States  government  ia  treating  with  my  uncle,  the 
general,  iu  reference  to  Mexico.  The  general  believes,  And  is  acting  under  tlie 
belief,  that  Buch  a.  treaty  exiata  between  himself  and  the  government,  bnt  I  do 
not  believe  that  he,  in  person,  baa  ever  met  an  accredited  agent  of  the  gorem- 
ment ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  pray  you  for  such  an  answer  to  thia  my  reapectfal 
tnqoiry  as  may  enable  me  to  'disabuse  hia  mind  and  save  him  from  dangers  to 
which  his  present  ill-advised  course  must  expose  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA,  Jr. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward. 

1  have  requested  an  American  gentleman  to  write  this  letter,  at  my  dictation, 
because  of  my  not  being  familiar  with  the  language  ;  and  I  add  this  note,  that 
a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  jr.,  at  New  York  post 
office,  will  reach  me. 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA,  Jb. 


Mr.  Seuiard  to  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  A»na,  jr. 

Department  of  State, 

Weuhington,  Nimember  8,  1366. 
Sib  ;  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  representing  yourself  to  be 
the  nephew  of  Genoral  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  formerly  President  of 
the  Mexican  republic  ;  that  yon  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  government  is 
not  faithfully  served,  but  that,  owing  to  improper  inflnences,  he  may  lose  his 
reputation,  his  fortune,  and  even  his  life,  in  a  mistaken  enterprise.     You  then 
aik  me  if  this  government  is  treating  with  the  general  upon  the  subject  of  Mexico. 
In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you.  that  this  government  has  not  recognized  any 
other  Mexican  authority,  or  held  correspondence  or  entered  into  negotiations, 
with  any  other,  than  that  of  President  Don  Benito  Juarez. 
I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Antomo  Lopez  db  Sa.vta  A\na,  Jr.,  JVcw  York. 


No,  ia9. 


3Ir.  Seward  to  Mr.  Courtnty. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Washington,  November  8,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  the  original  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  a  person  signing 
bim^If  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  and,  s»  you  will  see,  claiming  to  be  a 
nephew  of  the  general  of  that  name.  My  reply  to  the  same  is  also  enclosed. 
It  is  desired  that  yon  should  ascertain  whether  or  not  there  is  such  a  person  as 
the  writer  of  the  letter.  If  there  should  be,  the  answer  may  bo  posted.  If 
there  eboold  not  be  any  ench  person,  I  will  thank  you  to  return  the  letter  and 
the  reply  to  this  department. 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Samuel  G,  Coustnbv,  Esq., 
Attomtt/  of  tie  United  State*  for  the  Southern  Dittriet  of  A'eu>  Yori.      i  , 


S92  COKDITIOK   OF  AFFAIRS   IN   UEXICO. 

No.  130. 

Mr,  Courtney  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Officb  of  tub  DisTBicT  Attoh\kv  of  thb  United  Stater 

FOR  THE  SOUTHKR.V  DISTRICT  OF  NfW  YoRK, 

A'ew  York,  Nopemier  H.  iSGO. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  hoDor  to  acknowledge  the  rrctipt,  un  the  llth  instant,  of 
your  favor  of  the  8th  instant,  reepccting  the  enclosures,  &c.,  of  a  letter  to  be 
posted  to  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  jr. 

Af^r  making  diligent  inquiry  I  ascertained  iLere  is  snch  a  person  as  mentiotied 
in  your  lelter,  and  he  is  represented  to  be  the  nephew  of  Don  Antonio  Lopezde 
Santa  Anna.  I  have,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  deposited  in  the 
post  office  of  New  York  the  letter  you  enclosed,  directed  "  SeBor  Don  Antonia 
Lopez  de  Santa  Anna,  jr.,  New  York."  I  enclose  herewith  the  documcDls 
mailed  to  me,  excepting  the  letter  above  rererred  to. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  s(>rvant, 

SAMUEL  G.  COURTNEY, 

Untied  btate*  Altomty. 
Hon.  W,  H.  Sewahd, 

Secretary  r^  Stale. 


No.  131. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Sehor  de  Santa  Anna. 

Department  of  Statb, 

WaiAington,  December  8,  186G. 
Sir;  I  am  directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  acknowledge  tbe 
receipt  by  him  of  the  letter  of  the  30th  of  November  last,  which  letter  you  de- 
scribed as  unofficial  and  private.     The  letter  concerns  the  repnblic  of  liexiw, 
and  affects  the  relations  between  that  republic  and  the  United  States.    The 

Siractice  of  the  government  requires  that  executive  correspondence  involving 
breign  affairs  ehall  be  conducted  on  behalf  of  the  government  in  the  costomary 
diplomatic  manner  by  recognized  and  responsible  official  agents,  and  that  it  ehall 
be  always  registered  and  recorded  for  national  information  and  uses.  It  ii 
equally  a  practice  of  the  government  to  bold  correspondence  in  regard  lo  the 
amirs  of  a  friendly  foreign  republic  exclusively  with  the  government  of  thai 
repnblic  which  is  recognized  by  the  United  States,  and  never  with  peraona  whom 
such  foreign  government  pronounces  to  be  hostile.  Under  thede  circumstanced 
you  will  perceive  that  the  carrt^epoadence  which  you  have  opened  cannot  be 
continue  n. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM.  H.  SEWARD. 
Don  Antonio  Lopez  De  S.^nta  Anna, 

New  Brighton,  Siaten  bland,  Kew  York. 


GENERAL  ORTEGA'S  CASE. 
Litt  of  pa'pert. 


132.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  nine  enclosures) Oct.  31.  1866. 

133.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Not.  13,  1866. 
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134.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  seven  encloaaree) Dec.    6,  1866 

135.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero iJec  17.  1866. 

130.  Mr.  StantOD  to  Mr.  Sewm-d,  (witb  six  encloaureB) Dec.    8,1866. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TnuHltttioD.  ] 
Mexican  Lbuatio.n  in  tub  U.mtbd  Statks  op  Ambbica, 

Wathington,  October  31,  1866. 
Sir.  Sbchbtahy  :  Learainti;  by  tlie  papers  of  tliie  country  tliaC  General  Jesus 
GdijzkIcz  Ortega  ia  ia  New  Orleans,  ot)  nU  way  to  Mexico,  where  he  is  gotue, 
n  lie  Ba3's  himself,  to  excite  an  insurrection  in  his  own  favor,  to  uaiirp  the  piio- 
lie  power,  and  styles  himself  "constitulional  President  of  the  Mexican  rcpub. 
lie"  Id  com mnni cations  addressed  to  the  United  States  military  authorities  in 
that  city,  I  think  proper  to  transmit  to  yon,  for  the  information  of  the  govern' 
ment  of  the  United  States,  various  documents,  some  From  Gieneral  Ortega  him- 
Hir,  showing  the  specious  arguments  he  makes  use  of  to  prove  he  has  a  right 
to  etyle  himself  President  of  Mexico. 

I  am  pleased  to  accept  the  occasion  to  repeat  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
auarBDccB  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabo,  S^.,  tfc.,  Ifc 


IkJcx  nf  dociimenf*  tent  hi/  t?ic  Mexitan  legalum  in  Wtuhtng/oit  to  the  Depart- 
vietU  of  Hate  of  the  Xlnittd  .Sfatet,  wiili  t/ie  note  of  thit  date,  relatine  la  the 
aaduct  of  Don  Jettit  Gonzalrx  de  Ortega, 


~r 


Fint  pamphlBt  publiabed  ia  New  York  by  Don  Jesus  (ioiunlez  Ortegii, 
conlBiniiig  Lis  prolesl  »gninsl  the  decreeB  of  thu  Hlh  of  November  last, 
(Decpmbor  ii,)  Bad  UU  addruss  to  the  dhiIou  on  tliat  aubjecl,  (Decem- 
ber %.) 
April  30     Circuliir  of  the  department  of  foreigD  TGlntions  and  government  of  the 

republiii  of  lleiicu  in  reptv  to  the  toregumi;  prottBl  .ind  addresa. 
M«r.  10  SocoDd  pamphlet  publiiljed  in  New  York  by  Doa  Jeniu  Ootiziilez  Onega, 
contnming  lelteri  of  ihe  nine  perBona  who  are  disposL-d  Cu  aid  him  in  the 
effort  Eo  provoke  aeilitiun  in  Mexico. 
April  4  Answer  to  the  foregoing  pamphlet  containing  replies  to  Don  Jeans  Gon- 
zalez Ortega,  by  Mc^iicans  residing  in  the  l.'uitiMl  Sisioi  to  whom  he 
asked  llieit  opinion  about  tbe  exjmdicncy  of  Iha  decrees  of  the  Sib  of 
November,  IMC'i. 

•)    Jane   30  I  Another  replientiou   to  Don  J.  G.   Ortega's   pamphlets,  contuning  the 
I  '      opinion  uf  several  Mpijchdh  now  in  armed  delVuce  uf  their  eouutry,  in 

I      favor  of  the  deereeu  uf  the  Si\i  of  November  last. 
6  i  June     5  .  Reply  of  tbe  official  paper  of  the  Moiicio  republic  to  Don  Jesus  CkinzalcE 

I  I      Ortega's  second  pamplilel. 

T  I  Sept.   14     Article  from  Ihe  official  paper  of  the  Moxican  republic,  containing  varioas 
letters  intercepted  from  Don  Jesus  G.  Ortega  and  Don  Guillcrmo  Prieto. 
^     Sept.  32  ■  Article  from  the  official  paper  containing  docunicnls  on  the  snniu  subject. 

IGNO.  MAKISCAL,  Stcrttary. 
Washisotos,  Otlobtr  31,  1806.  , 
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[EoclosarG  No.  1.] 
DECREES  OF  BENITO  JUAREZ. 


The  citizeQ  President  of  the  republic  hne  aeen  fil.  to  iflsoe  the  following  decree: 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United  States  of  Uesico,  lo  the 
inhabitants  thereof; 

Be  it  known,  that  in  exercise  of  tbe  plenary  powers  conferred  npon  me  bj 
the  national  conKress,  tlirongh  its  decrees  of  December  II,  1861,  of  May  3  aod 
of  October  27,  1863 ;  and  wiiereas, 

Fii-sily.  In  articles  78,  79,  80,  and  82  of  the  federal  coDstitution,  treating  of 
the  period  of  the  functions  of  the  Freeidetit  of  the  republic,  and  of  the  manner 
of  his  substitution,  provision  has  been  made  fcft  a  new  election  of  a  President, 
but  which,  in  fact,  has  not  been  verified,  iansiDUch  as  eaiil  prorigion  did  nnt 
anticipate  existence  of  a  state  of  war,  such  as  the  present ;  and,  moreover,  as  tlw 
enemy  at  the  present  moment  occupies  a  great  portion  of  the  national  territory, 
it  is  impossible  for  a  general  election  to  be  constitutionally  held  at  the  ordinatj 
periods. 

Secondly.  That  in  those  articles  of  the  constitulion  providing  for  a  snbslilnie 
for  ihe  President  of  the  republic  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy,  it  was  provided  to 
confide  the  executive  power  of  the  presidency  to  the  president  of  the  ^nprenie 
court  of  justice,  to  act  in  the  only  case  foreseen,  during  the  interim,  uutil  a  new 
election  could  be  had  according  to  the  constitution. 

Thirdly.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  impossible  for  an  election  to  be  held  on  account  of 
the  war,  and  as  the  president  of  the  sunreme  court,  were  he  to  enter  npia 
exercise  of  the  functions  of  the  executive  office,  would  do  so  for  ac  indefiuile 
period  of  lime,  it  becomes  necessary  to  extend  his  powers  bej  ond  the  lim^t  pre- 
Bcrilwd  by  a  literal  construction  of  the  constitution- 

Fourtbly,  That  by  the  supreme  law  of  nccefsity  for  the  conservation  of  tbe 
government,  the  prolongation  of  the  term  of  office  of  the  President  and  of  hi« 
substitute  would  le  moi-e  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  avoid  possibility  of  the  government  being  without  a  bead,  or  the 
creation  of  rival  functionaries,  operating  one  in  the  abseuce  of  the  other ;  aod, 
moreover,  because  conformably  to  the  popular  vote  the  President  of  the  republic 
was  elected,  primarily  and  directly,  to  exercise  the  functions  of  the  executive, 
while  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  was  elected,  primarily  sind  directly,  to 
exercise  judicial  functions,  those  of  the  executive  being  intrusted  to  him,  second- 
arily and  ad  interim,  in  the  case  of  absolute  necessity. 

Fifthly.  And  considering  that  tbe  present  case  is  not  provided  for  in  the  con- 
stitution, and  the  interpretation  of  the  provisions  and  spirit  of  the  couslitnlioD 
belongs  exclusively  to  the  legislative  power,  and  ttiat  the  law  of  December  II, 
1861,  confii-med  by  repeated  votes  of  confidence  by  the  national  congress,  hu 
invested  the  President  with  power  not  subjected  to  onlinary  constitutional  rules. 
by  which  lie  po'seHses  plenary  power  to  do  and  perform  all  acts  which  he  may 
judge  proper  during  existing  circumstances,  unrestricted  save  as  to  the  salvalioD 
of  the  independence  and  integrity  of  the  national  territory,  of  the  form  of  gov- 
ernment established  by  the  constitution,  andof  the  principles  and  laws  of  reform — 

It  has  pleased  me  to  decree  as  follows  : 

Articlk  I.  Ju  the  present  condition  of  the  war,  it  becomes  necessary  to  extend, 
and  are  hereby  extended,  tbe  functions  of  the  President  of  the  republic  beyond 
tbe  time  ordinarily  limited  by  the  constitution,  unlil  such  a  period  at  which  tbe 
executive  government  can  be  turned  over  to  a  President  duly  elected  at  an  elec- 
tion, which  shall  be  held  whenever  the  condition  of  the  war  shall  admit  of  its 
being  held  constitutionally. 
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Abt.  II.  For  a  like  reaaon  it  becomes  iieceB»ai7  to  extend,  and  are  hereby  ex- 
tended, tlie  funcliona  of  tbe  penon  wbo  holds  the  position  of  president  of  the 
supreme  court  of  justice,  beyond  the  time  ordinarily  limited  by  ihe  constitution, 
ill  order  ibat,  should  a  vacancy  occtir  in  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  he  may 
be  <-nabted  to  fill  it  as  substitute. 

For  all  of  which  I  order  this  to  be  printed,  published,  and  circulated,  that 
forcf  be  given  the  same. 

Given  at  El  Paao  del  Norte  thia  eighth  day  of  November,  in  tbe  year  1865. 
BENITO  JUABUZ. 

The  Citizen  Sebastian  Lbrdo  dr  Tbjada.* 


Tbe  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  seen  fit  to  issue  tbe  following  decree : 

Uenito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  tbe  United  States  of  Mexico,  to 
the  inhabitants  thereof: 

Be  it  known,  that  in  exercise  of  the  plenary  powers  conferred  upon  me  by  tbe 
national  congress,  through  its  decrees  of  December  11,  1961,  of  May  3,  and 
ol  October  27,  1B62,  and  of  May  27,  1S63 ;  and  whereas. 

Firstly.  Tbe  citizen  General  Jesus  G.  Ortega  thoiigbt  proper,  in  July  of  tbe 
year  1863,  to  assume  the  office  of  governor  of,tbe  State  of  Zacatecas,  and  aban- 
doned in  San  Luis  Potosi  the  office  of  constitutional  president  of  tbe  supreme 
court  of  justice. 

Secondly.  For  this  reason,  following  the  precedent  of  congrrss,  which,  owing 
to  the  vacancy  in  tbe  constitutional  presidency  of  tbe  court,  had  created  pro- 
visionally a  president  of  the  court,  the  government  at  tlie  cily  of  Chihuahua,  under 
date  of  November  30, 1864,  declared  that  it  waa  necessary  that  the  citizen  General 
Ortega  should  continue  in  hia  capacity  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice. 

Thirdly.  The  object  literally  expressed  in  that  resolution  was  to  avoid  pos- 
sibility of  the  government  being  without  a  head,  and  gave  to  the  citizen  General 
Ortega  a  definite  and  recognized  title,  so  that  in  the  case  of  a  vacancy  in  tbe 
presidency  of  the  republic,  he  could  enter  upon  ita  duties  as  substitute. 

Fonrtbly.  Not  being  contrary  to  this  motive,  as'he  could  fulfil  his  duties  in 
any  part  of  the  republic,  government  conceded  to  General  Ortega  on  the  30th 
of  December,  1864,  a  license,  which  he  prayed  for  on  the  23th,  to  proceed  and 
bear  arms  in  the  cause  of  independence  within  the  interior  of  the  republic,  with 
the  privilege  expressed  in  the  license,  according  to  hid  solicitation,  as  well  of  going 
direct  through  Mexican  territory  as  of  passing  in  traaiitu  through  a  foreign  land. 

Fifthly.  General  Ortega  departed  accordingly,  and,  nevertheless,  despite  the 
express  tenor  of  his  license,  and  in  the  place  of  paj^sing  in  Iraniitu,  has  resided 
permanently  in  a  foreign  country,  without  license  or  permii^eion  so  to  do,  and  in 
this  wise  abandoned  his  office  of  president  of  the  supretne  court  of  justice,  under 
the  grave  circumstances  of  an  actual  state  of  war,  at  a  time  when  serious  caau- 
altiea  have  happened,  and  still  may  happen,  by  some  of  which  the  government 
may  siifier  the  inconvenience  of  being  withont  a  head;  yet,  in  expectation  of 
his  return,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  name  another  president  of  the  court, 
who,  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  the  presidency  of  the  republic,  might  assume 
its  functions  as  stibstitute. 

Sixthly.  In  addition  to  responsibility,  incurred  through  official  vacation  of 
hip  post  as  president  of  the  court,  he  has  liitewise  violated  the  rules  of  good 
order,  inasmuch  as,  holding  a  position  aa  general,  he  has  gone  to  reside  perma- 
Denlly  in  a  foreign  country,  during  continuance  of  a  state  of  war,  and  thereby 
abandoned  the  cause  of  tbe  republic,  its  standard  aud  army. 

logic 


396  CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS  IN   MEXICO. 

Gighlhly.  Considering  that  the  governnieiit  can  and  ought  to  declare  ttii« 
responBtbilitj',  with  the  power  and  ample  functions  delegated  to  it  by  congress, 
not  in  opposition  to,  by  applying  a  just  remedy  in  necessary  cases,  according  Ut 
the  provisions  of  the  constitution  with  regard  to  public  functionaries — 

I  decree  as  follows  : 

ABTEcLt!  I.  Tlie  citizen  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega,  inasmuch  as  from  hia 
baring  taken  np  a  permanent  residence  in  a  foreign  land  during  a  continuance 
of  actual  hostilities,  without  license  or  commission  from  the  government,  has 
rendered  himself  responsible  to  a  charge  of  ofBcial  dereliction,  in  voluntarily 
abandoning  his  office  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  juslice  ;  that,  when 
he  preeenls  himself  upon  the  soil  nf  the  republic,  the  government  will  make  sncb 
dispositions  as  will  establish  his  guiltiness. 

Art.  II.  The  government,  employing  the  plenary  powere  delegated  by  con- 
gress, and  applying  article  lOJ  of  the  constitution,  declares  that  cause  exieU 
to  proceed  against  the  citizen  Jesus  Gonzalez  Orl«ga,  and  that,  when  he  pre- 
eents  himself  upon  the  soil  of  the  republic,  a  judicial  inquisition  will  be  had 
Against  him  for  a  crime  against  good  order,  for  that,  while  holding  the  position  of 
a  general  in  the  army,  he  has  resided  permanently  and  voluntarily  in  a  foreign 
land,  during  continuance  of  hostilities,  without  license  from  the  government, 
thereby  abandoning  the  army,  its  standnrde,  and  the  cause  of  the  republic. 

Art.  III.  Conformably  to  precedent,  established  by  congress,  the  govern- 
ment, in  exercise  of  ils  plenary  powers,  will  nomiuato  a  president  of  the  suprvme 
court  of  justice  to  serve  as  a  substituUi  to  the  President,  should  a  vacancy  occur 
prior  to  the  time  when  the  office  shall  be  turned  over  to  his  Buccessor,  constitn- 
tionally  elected,  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  war  will  permit  an  election  to  be  held. 

For  all  of  which  I  order  this  to  be  printed,  publisbed,  and  circulated,  that  force 
be  given  the  same. 

Given  at  £1  Paso  del  Norte  this  eighth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1865. 
BENITO  JUAREZ. 

The  Citizen  Sebastian  Leruo  db  Tbjada. 


Proteil  of  the  citizen  Jenu  G.  Ortega,  preiident  of  the  svpreme  amrt  ofjmttirt 
of  the  Mexican  repuhlic,  a^aintl  the  decrees  tttued  by  Don  Benito  Juarez,  on 
the  8th  day  of  November 'l^G5. 

The  impolitic  and  disgraceful  act  consummated  by  Doa  Benito  Jnarex,  in 
issuing,  tltrough  your  official  hands,  the  decrees  of  tbe  8th  of  November  \aA 
past,  uaa  placed  me  in  the  painful  position,  aware  of  the  circumstances  surround- 
mg  the  political  sitnation  of  the  Mesican  republic,  of  protesting  before  and  in 
the  name  of  the  nation  against  the  subject-matter  and  import  of  those  manifestoe;: 

Firstly.  For  that  they  are  against  the  express  provisions  of  the  political  con- 
Btitution  of  the  republic,  and  are  consequently  arbitrary,  illegal,  and  void  of  effect. 

Secondly.  For  that  they  create  a  dictatorship,  to  be  wielded  by  Benito  Juarei, 
who  can,  at  hia  option,  supersede  one  of  the  federal  authorities,  sovereign  and 
independent,  whose  functions  have  been  recognized  by  the  vote  of  the  nation,  in 
this  wise  destroyiug  a  republican  principle,  and  the  basisof  legal  order— that  it. 
the  form  of  govem-ment  establitheA  by  the  ctmtlilution. 

Thirdly.  For  that  they  are  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  powers  delegated  to 
the  executive  by  tbe  national  congress,  which  to-day,  notwithstandiog  existence 
of  a  war  with  France,  declared,  while  making  the  concessions  contained  in  ibe 
decree  of  December  11,  1S6I,  whereby  authority  of  every  nature  was  conc^ed 
to  the  executive  to  institute,  unn:etrictedly.  such  measures  as  might  be  consid- 
ered apt  and  pi-oper  under  the  actual  circumstauces,  that  such  powers  were  V>  be 
exerted  with  a  sole  view  of  preserving  the  independence  and  integri^  of  llw 
national  territory,  the  form  of  goremme/it  ealabttshed  by  the  nonttitutton,  a.uA  tbe 
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priDciples  and  laws  of  reform.  Moreover,  the  law  of  October  37,  1863,  imposed 
a  positive  restriction  that  the  executive  conid  do  nothing  contrary  to  the  provi- 
sions of  Title  IV  of  the  constitntion,  wliich  providee  that  the  President  has  no 
power  to  declare  if  cause  existe  againet  aoy  public  functionary — a  restriction 
conceived  and  set  forth  with  the  aim  of  precluding  poesitiility  of  the  President 
abusiDg  his  power  to  the  detriment  of  conf>titutional  authority. 

Fourthly.  For  that  the  decrees  aforesaid  BCriousIy  compromise  the  independ- 
ence of  the  nation,  robbing  its  defenderi  of  a  legitimate  government,  which  alone 
can  ser^-e  as  a  rallying  point  for  uniied  patriotiam,  and  BubBtituting  in  its  stead 
an  illegal  neurpation,  with  no  mote  force  in  authority  than  that  of  the  uncoa  ti- 
tutional  decrees  now  iasued. 

Fifthly.  For  that  the  tone  of  those  decrees  is  insulting  to  the  l^exican  peoplf, 
battling  for  principle  beneath  the  constitutional  baiiner,  as  from  a  perusal  of  their 
text  it  may  he  inferred  that  blood,  spilled  by  thousands  of  patriots  and  martyra, 
hod  been  oulpoured  with  no  other  object  than  for  a  defence  of  the  pereon  of 
Benito  iTuarez,  and  that,  without  the  salvation  of  this  individual,  the  cause  of 
Mexico  would  be  hcpele^s. 

Sixthly.  For  that  the  etateraenta  set  forth  in  those  decrees  are  not  only 
founded  upon  sophistry,  but  contain  calumnies  affecting  my  personal  und  official 
character. 

The  obligations  of  the  solemn  oath  assumed  by  me  as  conatitotional  presi- 
dent of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  in  accordance  with  the  letter  and  apirit  of 
the  conetitution,  have  been  so  far  obaerved  by  me  in  t\ill  faith,  as  well  as  with  a 
regard  for  the  popular  rights  secured  the  nation  by  that  inatrument,  as  the  na- 
tion, when  again  recovering  full  exercise  of  its  privilege,  must  hold  all  function- 
aries to  a  i!*ricl  accountability. 

Eaglb  Pah9,  December  21,  1865. 

JESUS  G.  ORTEGA. 

Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  db  Tejara. 


T/ie  cilizen  Jetus  G.  Ortfga,  const itutional  prendent  of  the  ntjireme  coivt  of 
jiutice,  to  the  Mexican  nation: 

Mrxicaks:  Don  Benito  Juarez  has  issued,  at  El  Paso  del  Norte,  on  the  Sth 
day  of  November  laet  past,  through  the  intermediation  of  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo 
de  Tejada,  acting  aa  miuister  of  relations  and  government,  two  decrees — in  one 
extending  the  duration  of  his  own  powers,  and  in  the  oiher  divesting  of  authority 
the  president  of  the  supreme  conrt  of  justice.  Although  alleging  two  separate 
pretexts  for  this  last  decree,  it  haa  been  issued  with  the  sole  and  exclusive  aim 
of  arrogating  to  his  personal  action  the  election  of  the  v ice- presi dent  of  the  re- 
pablic,  a  person  who,  by  the  express  terms  of  the  constitution,  is  entitled  to  aud 
sboald  succeed  to  the  exercise  of  the  supreme  executive  power  on  the  lat  of 
December  Ibllowing.  There  is  nothing  singular  in  this  step  of  the  Seflor  Lerdo 
de  Tejada,  when  bis  past  political  career  has  been  called  to  mind.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  he  was  one  of  the  persons  particij;Bting  in  the  roup  d'etat  of 
Comonfort — a  bloody  page  in  the  history  of  Mexico,  which  excited  the  scandal 
of  the  world.  Returning  to  the  aoil  i.f  my  country,  whither  I  had  been  drawn 
from  promptings  of  honor  and  duty,  and  where  I  had  come  to  fulfil  the  duties 
of  the  ot&ce  which  I  had  received,  not  from  Bimito  ,Iuarez,  but  through  the 
spnntaneoiiB  expression  of  national  confidence,  the  first  spectacle  which  greeted 
my  vision  was  its  genial  horizon  lowering  over  a  blood-stained  conntry,  atrewa 
with  the  ruins  of  a  poliucal  edifice,  previously  raised  at  so  dear  a  cost.  There 
were  presented  to  me  two  decrees,  foreshadowing  the  gloom  of  the  future.  Be- 
neath their  shadow  1  perceived  anarchy  aitd  disorder,  an  outrage  upon  the 
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Uexican  people,  another  scandal  in  our  political  bistoiy,  as  the  inevitahle  con- 
Beqnencea  of  acts  reprobated  by  inoralitj  and  experience,  the  decdtt  of  men  who 
have  prostituted  the  law  into  a  means  to  serve  tbeir  personal  ambition,  inatcnd 
of  administenug  it  for  the  public  good.  They  revived  the  paioful  reflcctinn  ifaat 
Mexicans,  treasuring  confidence  in  the  purifying  influences  of  republicanien),  hod 
deceived  themselves  when  they  had  hoped  Uiat  ignominy  had  forever  disappeared 
from  their  midst,  leaving  behiud  it  but  a  melancholy  memoiy  of  previous  nt^ 

My  first  impression  .was  to  postpone  all  action  for  the  benefit  of  my  country, 
for  which  I  would  have  spared  no  sacrifice,  whatever  may  be  its  magnitude. 
My  public  career,  heretofore  without  stain,  is  the  clearest  testimony  of  the  troth 
of  my  sentiments.  Two  expedients  presented  themselves  whereby  to  extriraie 
myself  from  my  cruel  position.  The  one  was  to  remain  mute,  saying  not  a  word 
against  the  illegality  of  these  decrees,  immolating  myself  upon  the  altar  ^of  my 
country,  retiring  to  some  foreign  land,  so  that  the  friends  of  legality,  of  popular 
right,  of  constitutional  privilege,  should  have  no  other  banner  to  rally  around 
than  that  set  up  in  thia  arbitrary  manner.  The  other  was  to  protest  against 
these  decrees,  leaving  national  rights  intact,  yet  not  to  erect  a  new  standard,  for 
this  might  generate  a  fresh  and  imprudent  scandal.  Neither  was  I  willing  to 
absent  myself,  for  such  a  deeertiou  wonld  militate  against  principle.  Had  I 
followed  tlie  first  snggeation,  I  would  have  abandoned  rights,  not  my  own,  but 
those  of  the  people,  transmitted  to  me  through  their  votes ;  I  should  have  sfairkt^ 
ftilfilment  of  the  oath  taken  before  the  national  congress,  and  avoided  perfoim- 
ance  of  the  duties  of  my  official  position,  substituting  in  their  stead  a  mode»t 
shame ;  1  would  have  abandoned  the  straight  road  and  tamed  aside  into  another, 
whether  for  good  or  evil,  hut  which  assuredly  was  not  the  pathway  of  duty  and 
honor.  Moreover,  it  would  have  resulted  in  leaving  the  country  without  a  legal 
government,  without  whifh  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  made  head 
against  a  colossal  enemy;  it  would  have  authorized  a  fresh  attack  upon  the 
dignity  of  the  law,  without  which  it  is  hopeless  to  anticipate  a  permanent  eaub- 
liehment  of  the  republic  and  of  national  tranquillity. 

In  adopting  a  second  course,  I  would  fulfil  my  duty  and  demonstrate  to  the 
natio^  tliat  I  was  not  a  party,  either  tacit  or  active,  to  the  blow  iufiicled  upon 
constitutional  rights ;  I  would  show  to  the  world  that  the  errors  of  two  men  were 
not  those  of  the  nation,  whose  interests  ore  derived  from  a  more  elevated  origin — 
interests  which  Mexico  has  defended  for  the  last  ten  years ;  and,  finally,  I  wuolil 
place  myself  in  a  position  before  my  country  capable  of  defending  my  condocL 
Neither  did  I  believe  that  persistence  in  silence  would  better  the  miliiiiry  condi- 
tion of  the  war.  Consequently,  I  determined  upon  this  last  line  of  conduct,  »ui 
directed  to  Don  Sebai>tian  de  Lerdo  de  Tejada  the  protest  against  the  nncoDSti- 
tntiunal  decrees  to  which  I  have  alluded. 

ABTICLES  OF   THB   COIMSTtTUTrON. 

Art.  79.  The  President  shall  enter  npon  the  fbnctione  of  bis  office  on  ihe 
first  day  of  December,  and  continue  for  the  term  of  four  years. 

Akt.  79.  In  the  temporary  absencir  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  in 
the  interim  before  his  successor  qualifies,  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of 
justice  shall  enter  upon  and  perform  the  duties  of  that  office. 

Art.  80.  If  the  absence  of  the  President  be  absolute,  a  new  election  will  be 
held,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Art.  76  ;  and  the  President  in  ibts 
wise  elected  will  perform  bis  functions  until  the  last  day  of  November  of  the 
fourth  year  from  the  time  of  his  election. 

Art.  S2  If,  from  any  cause  whatsoever,  the  election  for  President  is  not  held 
and  published  by  the  first  day  of  December,  by  which  time  th«  vacanc/  should 
have  been  filled,  or  that  the  candidate  elect  should  fail  to  enter  upoa  the  per- 


CONDITION    OF  AFFAIRS  IN  HBXIOO.  399 

omutnce  of  his  dntiefl,  the  term  of  the  previoaa  Presidetit,  aevertheless,  ceases, 
and  ihe  supreme  executive  power,  during  the  interim,  will  rest  in  the  president 
of  the  BDpreme  court  of  justice. 

Abt.  94.  The  members  of  the  supreme  contt  of  justice,  upon  entering  npnn 
the  i'uuctiona  of  their  office,  shall  take  an  oath  before  congress,  or,  in  the  erent 
of  its  adjournment,  before  the  permanent  de|>utation,  in  the  following  form; 
"  Yon  do  swear  loyally  and  patriotically  to  fill  the  ofGce  of  magistrate  of  the 
enpreme  court  of  justice,  which  the  people  have  conferred  upon  you,  couforraably 
to  the  constitution,  and  regarding  only  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  union.'' 

Art.  95.  The  office  of  magistrate  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  can  only  be 
renounced  for  grave  causes,  (por  catua  grave,)  qualified  by  congreu,  unto  whom 
the  renunciation  must  be  presented,  if  during  ita  adjournment  the  qualification 
shall  be  made  by  the  permanent  deputation. 

TiTLB  IV. — Retpoiuibilitiet  of  puhlic  Juitctionariei. 

Abt.  103.  The  deputies  of  the  congress  of  the  union,  the  magistrates  of  the 
enpreme  court,  and  cabinet  secretaries,  are  responsible  for  malfeasance  in  office, 
and  for  the  derelictions  or  omiwions  which  occar  during  their  continuance  in 
office.  The  governors  of  dtatea  are  equally  responsible  for  infractions  of  the 
eoDBtitution  and  federal  laws.  So,  also,  is  the  President  of  the  republic ;  but 
dnring  his  term  of  office  be  can  only  be  accused,  on  charges  of  treason  against 
the  country,  oftxpreu  violation  of  the  eo*ititulitM,  of  attacks  upon  the  elective 
&anchiee,  and  of  criminal  offences  of  the  common  order. 

Akt.  104.  If  the  crime  be  of  the  common  order,  congress,  acting  as  a  gmnd 
jnry',  will  decide  whedier  there  be  cause  to  proceed  against  the  accused.  In  the 
ease  of  a  regular  decision,  no  ulterior  proceeding's  can  be  had.  Should  tbo 
decision  be  affirmatiTe,  the  accused  will  be  suspended  from  office  and  subjected 
to  the  action  of  the  ordinary  tribunals, 

Art.  105.  In  cases  of  malfeasance,  congress  will  act  as  a  jury  of  accusation, 
and  the  supreme  court  as  a  tribunal  for  judgment. 

The  jury  uf  accusation  will  declare  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  accused  by  a  ma- 
jority iif  votes.  If  the  accusation  be  absolved,  the  official  will  continue  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  office  ;  if  sustained,  the  offender  will  be  immediately  divested 
of  office,  and  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  anpreme  court.  This  court, 
erected  into  a  tribunal  of  sentence,  in  the  presence  of  the  criminal,  the  public 
prosecutor  and  the  accuser,  if  any  there  be,  shall  proceed  to  proununce,  by  a 
m»jnrity  of  votes,  the  penalty  which  the  law  provides. 

Art.  106.  Judgmeut  prouonnced  for  responsibility  as  to  malfeasance,  no 
pardon  can  be  granted  the  tranggreesor. 

Art.  107.  Kespouaibility  as  to  malfeasance  can  only  be  exacted  during  the 
term  of  the  offender's  office,  and  for  tbe  period  of  one  year  thereafter. 

Art.  108  In  demands  of  a  civil  order,  there  is  neither  process  nor  immunity 
for  public  functionaries. 

In  according  extraordinary  powers  to  the  executive,  by  reason  of  the  state  of 
^var,  congress,  in  its  coucessions  in  'Mo  decree  of  October  27,  18ii2,  imposed  an 
express  and  definite  restriction  that  he  should  do  nothing  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  title  IV  of  the  constitution.  Hence  it  can  be  readily  surmised 
that  congress  had  other  objects  in  imposing  this  reatnction  upon  the  executive 
beyond  the  mere  conservation  of  constitutional  order,  in  placing  tlic  high  dig- 
nttaiies  of  the  state  beyond  reach  of  presidential  attack.  They  evidently 
feared  that,  were  unlimited  power  placed  in  tbe  bauds  of  the  e.>>ecutivc,  he 
mig'ht  proceed  against  some  functionary,  and  in  this  wide  produce  internal  dis- 
order, BS  Juares  has  done  in  this  instance,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution,  through  abuse  of  the  powers  accorded  by  cougress,  and  to  the 
manifest  prejudice  of  public  decency. 
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According  to  article  95  of  the  constitution,  "  the  office  of  magiBtrRte  of  the 
supreme  court  of  justice  can  only  be  renonnced  for  grave  cauBC?,  {por  tanta 
grave,)  qitelificd  by  coDgress,  unto  whom  the  renunciation  must  be  presented. 
If  during  its  adjnumineut,  the  qualification  shall  be  made  by  the  pennaneDt 
deputation."  A  sufficleut  auswer  to  this  consistfl  in  the  fact  that  I  have  not 
renounced  the  office  conferred  upon  me  by  popular  suffrage,  nor  has  any  grave 
cause  been  urged  against  me  to  render  nuch  a  step  advisable,  and  consequently 
no  qualification  liaa  been  made  by  either  congress  or  the  permsnent  depntatioD. 

I  have  quoted  the  preceding  provisions  of  the  constitution,  so  that  from  a 
perusal  of  their  text  the  enormity  of  their  infraction  is  apparent,  and  not  with 
a  view  to  exhibit  the  utter  worthlessness  of  the  pretensions  upon  which  are 
based  the  drcrees  of  November,  which  attempt  would  be  an  insult  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  the  general  public. 

Ill  the  detrecs  of  Juarez,  and  the  circular  accompanying  them,  he  hat 
sought  to  furDish  a  sample  of  logic  and  explanation  of  our  constitutional  lav. 
To  these  puerile  expedients  he  has  had  recourse,  for  want  of  bettor  reasons  to 
support  hia  assumptions  Neither  a«  a  Mexican,  nor  as  a  magistrate,  do  I  wiih 
to  discuss  this  point ;  the  nation  will  adjudicate  upon  the  simple  narration  of 
fact.  I  would  it  were  within  my  province  to  reveal  all ;  it  would  vindicate  my 
conduct  and  place  Juarez  and  Lerdo  in  no  enviable  and  patriotic  light ;  but 
national  intcteHls  demand  my  silence. 

The  coup  d'etat  at  Comonfort,  ID  1857,  cnnsed  Don  Benito  Juare>.  then 
chid  justice  of  the  supreme  court,  to  enter  upon  the  executive  functions  of  the 
Union.  Legal  order  established  after  three  years  of  civil  war,  congress  met  in 
1861,  and  there  bciug  no  person  legally  entitled  to  assume  the  functions  of  the 

§  residency  of  the  republic,  in  the  event  of  a  vacancy,  by  reaaon  uf  the  presi- 
ent  of  the  supreme  conrt  of  justice  having  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  cbief 
executive,  an  election  was  held  to  supply  the  vacancy  in  the  order  of  euccoMion 
to  the  presidency,  and,  in  accordance  with  that  design,  I  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  of  the  supreme  court  ad  interim.  About  that  period  I  bad  been 
elected,  by  the  popular  vote,  governor  of  the  State  of  Zacatecae. 

After  assuming  the  prescribed  oath  of  ofBce,  as  president  of  the  conrt  ad 
interim,  before  the  national  representatives,  I  proceeded  a  few  days  thereafter 
to  the  city  of  Zacatecas,  and  assumed  the  gDvemorship  of  that  State. 

This  occurred  in  the  year  1861.  During  the  last  months  of  that  year,  and 
the  earlier  ones  of  1863,  I  acted  alternately  as  constitutional  governor  of  Zaca- 
tecas, governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  and 
military  commander  of  the  States  of  Aguas  Calientes  and  Tamanlipas.  This  lut 
dispoeitioD  was  marie  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  the  war. 

During  all  this  time  neither  the  nation,  the  permanent  deputation,  nor  wio- 
gress,  when  it  assembled,  perceived  that  I  had  abandoned  the  presidency  ad 
intertm  of  the  Hupreme  court,  nor  did  they  detect  that  incorapatihiliiy  in  office- 
holding  which  Senore  Juarez  and  Ijerdo  de  Tejada  ueek  to  discover  by  a  naort 
to  obsolete  conBtitutional  authority,  with  the  aim  of  finding  out  that  which  ba^ 
no  existence  in  our  present  national  compact. 

It  bad  been  the  desire  of  congress  simply  to  select  a  person  with  nn  acknowl- 
edged and  legal  title  to  succeed  to  the  presidency  of  tne  republic,  in  the  evenl 
of  a  vacancy,  and  not  an  individual  to  preside  over  the  ordinary  business  ut 
the  court,  'i'he  political  emergencies  of  the  period,  particularly  during  a  state 
of  war,  demanded  the  recognition  uf  a  person  entitled  to  the  succession,  and  it 
mattered  little  whether  he  was,  or  was  not,  governor  of  Zacatecas. 

During  normal  times  it  might  have  proven  inconvenient  for  the  same  individual 
to  enjoy  two  employments  ;  still  the  constitution  issilent  on  that  head,  and  neilber 
have  I  pretended  to  fill  both  at  the  same  time.  The  war  and  state  of  the  connuy 
govenied  my  actioiie,  and  not  my  own  inclinations,  for  my  honor  and  sense  w 
tluty  to  my  native  land  have  impelled  me  to  situations  wherein  I  could  render 
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my Bdlf  moBt  naefal  to  mj  country.  Moreover,  I  have  ever  deemed  it  a  gmtifica- 
tiou  to  obey  the  aummoaa  which  the  nation  exiende  to  a  soldtur  of  the  people. 
I  have  referred  to  past  eveiitB,  not  for  the  sake  of  argnment,  bat  to  cite  facte, 
patent  (o  tha  world,  and  ratified  by  popular  opiaion. 

During  my  aojourn  in  Zacatecas  and  San  Laia.  at  a  distance  from  the  capital 
of  ifae  republic,  a  popuUr  election  waa  held  for  the  preaidency  of  the  supremo 
court  of  jnatice,  whicii  election,  according  to  the  declaration  of  ihe  houee,  resulted 
in  my  ekvation  to  that  dignity,  notwithstanding  opposition  from  the  admiuistra- 
tioD  of  Benito  Juarez,  wiih  all  its  power  and  influence. 

When  elected  I  waa  conatitational  governor  of  Zacateoaa;  and  not  with  stand  ing 
that  fact,  on  my  tranait  throogh  the  capital  of  the  republic,  1  took  the  oath  of 
office  and  entered  upon  its  fanctions  for  a  day,  and  thence  passed  on  to  assume 
cummand  of  my  army  division  in  the  department  of  the  eaat, 

Shortly  after,  I  took  command,  in  my  capacity  as  general-in- chief,  of  that 
department,  and  a  very  little  later  officiated  as  governor  and  military  commander 
of  the  State  of  Fuebla,  which  I  held  until  the  middle  of  the  year  IS63 ;  and 
during  all  this  period  1  maintained  a  second  capacity,  as  I  have  stated,  namely, 
aa  coDBtitntioQal  goyemor  of  Zacatecaa. 

a  During  the  interval  of  my  respective  eerricea,  neither  the  nation,  the  perma- 
nent depntation,  nor  congrees  discovered  any  abandonment  on  my  part  of  the 
prcaidency  of  the  coart,  neither  did  they  perceive  that  incompatibility  in  em- 
ployments concerning  which  bo  much  has  been  said.  1  was  found  exactly 
wliere  my  duty  aa  a  soldier  summoned  mo.  * 

Having  been  taken  prisoner  on  the  plaza  of  Pucbla,  it  appears  that  some 
propositions  were  made  in  the  bouse,  having  for  their  object  the  nomination  of 
jome  person  to  replace  me  in  office.  No  action  was  had  on  these  proposiLions, 
aa  my  uomioatiou  had  been  made  for  the  presidency  of  the  court  in  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  constitution ;  consequently  the  appointment  of  any 
other  person  would  have  been  invalid  on  account  of  its  unconstitutionality. 
The  records  of  the  congreesional  session  attest  the  truth  of  these  facti^.  Having 
attained  freedom  through  an  escape  from  the  prison  of  Orizaba,  L  forthwith 
hastened  to  8an  Luia,  where  I  found  the  government  located.  After  opening 
the  supreme  court,  I  directed  my  steps  to  the  State  of  Zacatecas,  in  nowise 
abaDdoniog  the  presidency  of  the  court,  as  has  been  malignantly  asserted,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  complying  with  all  the  roles  and  regulations  governing  the 
internal  organization  of  that  body. 

At  the  time  of  my  march,  and  my  separation  From  the  court,  I  demonstrated 
to  the  magiatrates  that  my  escape  from  prison  in  nowise  compromised  my  parolo 
of  honor,  and  that  my  object  was  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  struggle  fur  the 
independence  of  Mexico,  whose  salvation  depended  rather  upon  feats  of  arms 
than  upon  discussions  of  points  of  law,  and  hence  I  was  anxious  to  present 
myself  in  a  State  of  which  I  was  a  son  and  the  governor,  to  impose  new  obstactca 
to  the  advance  of  the  invader.  My  colleagnes  approved  of  my  resolution.  A 
little  later  was  conceded  the  license  I  solicited ;  at  the  time,  I  was  still  governor 
of  Zacatecas. 

I  had,  on  many  occasioaa,  organized  the  troops  of  Zacatecas  and  commanded 
them  through  variotis  successful  campaigns.  I  had  been  one  of  the  leaders  of 
the  State  during  the  rerolntiou  for  reform  and  the  establishment  of  public  order. 
I  hod  been  a  governor  for  five  years,  and  waa  so  at  the  time,  having  been  re- 
elected by  the  popular  vote. 

It  waa  natttrtd  to  suppoae  I  exerted  no  little  influence  upon  the  political  affairs 
of  that  population.  My  convictions,  and,  I  may  assert  without  fear  of  equivoca- 
tion, the  convictions  of  my  copatriots,  demanded  that  I  should  devote  my 
ene^es  to  the  reoi^anization  of  its  troops,  to  oppose  a  bold  front  to  the  enemy 
during  those  aolema  moiflenta  of  the  country. 

It  is  but  raliooal  to  presume  that  the  govenuneut  of  the  onion  would  have 
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been  actuated  bj  aimilar  patriotic  convictions.  The  epeclncle  of  tlie  nalinnal 
drama  remained  nnchan^d,  or,  if  it  bad  clianged  at  all,  the  aspect  had  been 
tendered  more  melancbolj  by  the  miafortunea  incurred  at  Mexico  ^nd  Pnebla; 
nevertheless,  pcrsoual  interesta,  ahit;lded  from  pnblic  scrutiny,  arerpoweied  con- 
aideratious  for  tlie  common  weal. 

During  anterior  years  my  permanent  presence  at  the  court  bad  not  been 
deemed  roquidite,  neither  was  it  so  considered  when  I  lay  beaieged  within  the 
walla  of  Puebla.  But  in  those  daya  organs  of  the  popular  voice  were-  on  the 
aliTt,  keeping  consliint  guard  orer  the  interests  of  the  state. 

The  government  worked  only  to  stultify  my  influence  ;  it  operated  to  preclude 
any  opportunity  of  my  sharing  the  popular  deatiny  through  rendering  fresh 
services  to  the  country.  The  cardinal  policy  of  alt  its  acts  tended  towards 
ulterior  purposes . 

My  positiou  at  the  head  of  the  troops  of  an  influential  democratic  State  waa 
one  of  the  moat  serious  obstacles  Mexico  presented  to  the  invader ;  it  served, 
moreover,  as  a  sentinel,  guarding  tlie  legiil  riglits  and  privileges  of  the  people, 
BO  that  the  offices  of  the  State  could  not  be  disposed  of  as  if  they  were  in  the 
hands  of  private  proprietors. 

The  administration  of  Seiior  Juarea,  inalead  of  employing  for  the  benefit  ofc 
Mexico  the  great  or  Utttc  infloenco  which  I  possessed  in  Zacatecas,  commenced' 
intriguing,  in  a  private  manner,  with  a  view  of  removing  matters  and  persons 
to  another  sphere,  in  order  to  neutralize  my  influence.  At  the  same  lime,  Biuai 
■  Juarez  indited  a  private  epistle  to  l>on  tievero  Cosio,  who  acted  as  governor  of 
ZaCRtccaa,  promising  him  a  continuance  in  oflice.  As  the  tenor  of  the  comma- 
iiication  was  of  a  private  character,  and  related  to  the  peranual  opinions  of  the 
President,  the  patriot,  Se&or  Cosio,  answered  in  a  like  styli',  assuring  him  that 
my  influence  in  the  Slate,  tiiken  in  connection  with  my  otHcial  position  as  gor- 
enior,  was  of  importance,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  did  they  desire  to  defrnd 
the  integrity  of  tlie  State.  Nevertheless,  the  intrigues  continued.  Shortly  aftrr 
came  cotnmissivucrs  and  agents  of  the  government,  who  tendered  proposald  of 
command  to  the  general,  Don  Victoriano  Zamorn,  who  had  been  proviiiioiuil 
constitutional  governor  of  the  said  State  in  previous  ydhrs.  Civil  war  was  on 
the  point  of  breaking  out  in  Zacatecas  by  reason  of  the  jirivatc  intrigues  of  the 
government;  nud  this,  too,  at  a  time  when  the  French  army  waa  penetrating 
into  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  Zacatecas  waa  standing  in  threat  irf  m 
attack. 

The  government  was  well  aware  that,  should  it  declare  Zacntecaa  to  be  io  a 
state  of  siege,  with  a  view  of  appointing  a  governor  selected  by  it  to  supersede 
me,  it  would  be  my  duty  to  obey  the  mandutc ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  gnr- 
eniment  was  likewise  aware  that  such  an  act  would  he  reprobated  hy  a  Slate 
notoriously  jealous  of  the  exercise  of  its  privileges,  and  one  which  contributed 
the  most  towards  the  defence  of  independence  under  a  constitutional  regimt- 
It  was  aware,  moreover,  that  the  nation  at  large  would  recognize,  in  an  act  of 
that  untare,  the  motive  of  its  dictation  to  be  to  impair  my  populojity  to  serve  its 
own  personal  inclinations.  All  those  machinations  crumbled  to  pieces,  shaken 
by  the  patriotism  and  common  sense  of  the  peopleof  ihatsection  of  the  republic 

The  country  disapproved  of  all  these  things,  for  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  dis- 
card private  intorestB,  and  toconcentratecvery  energy  towards  the  public  welfare. 
With  this  object  in  view  a  delegation,  composed  of  the  deputies,  the  licenliaie 
iJon  Jose  Maria  Castro,  and  Colonel  Don  Jesus  Leora,  was  sent  to  the  city  "f 
San  Luis,  there  to  address  the  governmciit  in  a  firm,  yet  respectful  manner,  as 
to  the  resolution  taken  up  by  Zacaleces  to  furnish  troops,  in  its  sovereign  ca- 
pacity, in  accordance  with  ita  populatiou  and  dignity,  which  forces  would  be 
placed  al  the  disposal  of  the  supreme  government.  At  the  same  time  the  dele- 
gation woe  chatted  to  request  that  no  more  obstacles  should  he  placed  in  the 
way  of  its  particular  government  when  endeavoring  to  discharge  its  patriotic 
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mu«ioD.  Finallj,  th«  State  agrcc<]  to  gnarantt-e  all  my  actions,  and  plcdf^i] 
iloelf  to  pay  over  montbly  the  aeseesment  hviei  npon  it  as  a  national  contribu- 
tion. 

The  general  goTerament  had  previonaly  deppatched  agents  into  the  Plate 
oetensihty  to  act  as  colleclora  of  revenue,  but.  in  reality,  to  impede  my  progresB 
ID  the  work,  nf  raiding  troopn.  Had  the  government  stood  in  need  of  resources, 
the  delegatioo  were  prepared  to  stipulate  as  to  payment  of  contHbationt*,  under 
the  proviso  of  having  the  amount  definitely  determined.  The  delegation  had 
interviews  with  Senor  Juarez  and  some  of  hia  ministers  without  arriving  at  any 
satisfactory  conclusion.  Nothing  could  be  more  natural,  for  they  were  strenii- 
oDi^ly  opposed  by  two  ministers,  holding  secret  communications  with  the  enemy, 
ae  was  shortly  afterwards  demonstrated  to  the  public  throagh  the  notoriety  of 
their  treason.  These  miuiatera,  in  treacherous  employ,  naturally  exerted  every 
endeavor  to  damage  the  republic,  and  thioagh  complication  of  affairs  to  augment 
its  perilous  condition.  Nevertheless,  all  their  ai^umenta  were  warmly  applauded 
by  this  same  Senor  Jaarez,  for  they  flattered  bis  vanity  by  en couri^ng  expecta- 
tions Or!  to  his  prolongation  of  his  term  of  office. 

The  definite  anewer  received  by  the  delegation  was  to  the  effect  thatitvoald 
manifest  to  me  that  the  government  had  no  ini;linatioti  to  recall  its  agents,  and 
neither  did  it  stand  in  need  of  troops,  aa  there  were  sufficient  under  the  com- 
mand of  Generals  Dob  lad  o  and  Uraga. 

The  delegation  conveyed  to  me  the  result  of  its  mission,  and  I  detected  the 
hand  of  treason  in  these  machinations  of  the  cabinet.  So,  was  it  possible  th^t 
the  defence  of  our  independence  demanded  no  further  soldiery,  when  a  foreign 
army  was  invading  the  national  domain?  Did  no  necessity  exist  for  fresh 
troops,  when  the  army  of  the  east  had  been  dissipated  at  I'uebla  1  My  con- 
science dictated  perseverance  ia  discharge  of  my  duty  as  a  Mexican,  and  as 
governor  of  Zacatecas. 

Shortly  after,  Senor  Juarez  departed  from  the  State  of  San  Lais  and  proceeded 
tA  that  of  Coahuila,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  division  under  General 
Negrete,  which  served  him  as  an  escort. 

Abont  this  time  the  deputy  Don  Trinidad  Garcia  de  1a  Cadena  visited  Sal- 
tillo  on  a  mission  from  the  governor  of  Zacatecas  to  Sclior  Juuez.  Upon  con- 
cluding his  official  business  he  was  invited  to  a  private  interview  with  S^or 
Lcrdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  relations  and  government.  Thither  he 
presented  himself,  and  received  from  the  minister  proposals  flattering  his  ambi- 
tion as  to  a  military  command.  Jt  was  proposed  to  him  that,  upon  my  first  ab- 
sence from  the  city  of  Zacatecas,  he  should  seize  upon  the  governorship,  sup- 
ported bv  the  troops  beneath  his  command  as  a  colonel.  He  was,  moreover, 
informed  that  the  government  wonid  approve  of  this  measure,  and  would  imme- 
diately thereafter  for\vard  him  his  commission  as  governor  of  the  State. 

Sefior  Oiircia  de  la  Cadena,  a  native  of  Zacatecas,  who  had  rendered  the  coun- 
try signal  service,  both  in  politics  and  the  army,  refused  to  accept  this  proposi- 
tion, objecting  that  such  a  course  would  excite  a  civil  war  within  a  Stale  upon 
the  eve  of  invasion  by  foreign  force.  Nevertheless,  the  intrigues  were  not  as 
yet  conclnded.  The  same  Senor  Cadena,  while  communicating  to  me  the  nar- 
rative of  his  official  mission,  remarked  r  "  I  have  noted,  in  all  my  conferences  at 
Saltilio  with  Senor  Lerdo  de  Tcjada  and  his  subordinates,  that  a  strong  desire 
exists  for  the  disbandment  of  the  troops  which  yon  have  organized  and  are  con- 
tinning  to  organize.  They  fi:ar  them,  becanae  tliey  also  dread  the  arrival  of  the 
period  at  which  the  term  of  Juarez's  office  will  expire,  ae,  of  course,  Se5or 
Lerdo  desires  to  continue  in  discha^  of  bis  minieteiial  functions." 

Hy  relations  in  the  general  government  were  apparently  in  concert  and  har- 
mony. The  course  of  the  war  compelled  it  to  withdraw  more  than  150  leagues 
from  Zacatecas,  and  experience  demonstrated  that  it  bad  ample  need  of  the 
forces  which  I  had  been  engaged  in  organizing.  -.  , 
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In  one  or  two  monlbs  I  rflised,  equipped,  ^oi  armed  s  strong  diTiaioD  of  tbe 
three  nrms  of  the  eervitre.  They  hai  been  raised  in  the  midet  of  these  Dnmer- 
oaa  intrifpiee,  and  against  the  inclinntioas  of  SeQor  Juarez,  and  served  to  co- 
operate, in  more  than  one  instance,  most  efficaciuusly  for  the  Balration  of  bis 
person,  and  consequently  of  that  of  the  legitimnte  goTemment,  beside  p«;i»g 
implicit  obedience  to  orders  received  from  him, 

Ilerein  arc  some  of  the  consequences  of  the  abandonment,  as  he  states,  of  the 
pre»ideDcy  nf  the  sapreme  court  while  at  San  Luis. 

1  was  still  within  the  State  of  Zacatecas,  at  the  head  of  the  diriaion  I  bad 
orgsnized,  when  most  reliable  information  was  commnnicated  to  me  with  regard 
to  the  contemplated  treason  of  Don  Job6  Lopez  Ur^a,  who  commanded,  tie 
general-in-ehief,  the  flower  of  the  republican  Army,  in  the  south  of  Jalisco. 

I  repL'ntedly  commnnicated  this  intelligence  to  SeEor  Juarez,  so  thnt  he  might 
institute  effective  measures  with  regard  to  this  general  and  avoid  the  dcatracuoD 
of  nor  army. 

General  Corona  posseFsed  a  command  under  the  immediate  orders  of  Uraga. 
When  be  became  aware  of  hie  superior's  treason  he  demanded  his  passports  and 
withdrew.  Passing  through  Zacatecos,  he  entered  into  a  conversation  with  me 
relative  to  this  treason. 

Corona  gnvc  lo  the  government  a  minute  and  official  narration  of  the  affair, 
and  [jlaccd  the  manuscript  in  my  hands  for  transmission,  which  I  cent  forward 
by  a  special  messenger.  This  meRsen^r  was  Captain  Don  MarGcIino  E.  Ca- 
vero,  an  officer  who  had  likewise  separated  from  tbe  forces  of  Uraga,  and  who 
w.^B  charged  to  communicate  other  det:iila  verbally  to  the  government. 

Other  ch'efs,  coming  from  the  south  of  Jalisco,  successively  visited  me,  cor- 
roborating particulars  of  the  affair.  I  was  assured  by  all  of  them  that  full 
knowledeo  of  Urnga's  contemplated  treason  had  been  communicated  to  the  gor- 
ernment  ny  the  itlustriouB  and  patriotic  General  Arteaga.  At  a  later  period  I 
found  this  statement  substantiated  in  an  aalographic  letter  of  that  unfortunate 
and  lamented  general. 

General  Don  Felipe  B.  Bcrriozabal,  passing  throngh  the  State  of  Zacatecae, 
invited  me  to  n  conference  with  the  intention  of  placing  me  in  possession  of  iiKli 
connected  with  the  treason  projected  in  Jalisco.  Urgent  military  business  pre- 
cluded my  presence  at  the  proposed  interview. 

General  lierriozabnl,  without  loss  of  time,  pressed  forward  lo  the  States  of 
Coahuila  and  Nuevo  Iieon,  then  the  seats  of  tbe  government. 

He  presented  himself  thither,  and  gave  most  conclusive  evidence  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  treasou  alluded  to,  as  that  was  the  object  nf  his  mission.  He  did 
more — he  denounced  Uraga  to  the  government  as  gnilty  of  high  trearon.  Slill 
nothing  was  done.  Senor  Juarez  made  but  a  single  reply,  saying,  "  That  if 
Sefior  Berriozabal  had  been  invited  to  participate  in  the  projected  treason,  ii 
had  been,  donhtlessly,  done  as  a  test  nf  his  firmness  and  constancy." 

The  general,  taking  into  consideration  what  had  passed,  and  the  support  bo- 
stowed  upon  Uraga  ly  the  8ei5ors  Juarez  and  Lerdo,  withdrew  hie  accusation 
and  remitted  to  the  government  a  communication,  very  respectful,  yet  expressed 
in  emphatic  terms,  in  which  he  stated  that  either  the  govei-nment  should  invea- 
tigate  the  charges  made  against  htm  by  Uraga,  or  he  would  publish  document! 
dishonorable  alike  to  Uraga  and  the  government.  Hia  demand  was  complied 
with,  and  Soiior  Bcrriozabal  gave  to  light  the  communication  to  which  I  bavo 
alluded  and  the  answer,  wherein  he  vindicated  himself,  preserving  in  ot»cnriij 
the  documents  to  which  he  referred.  Sefiors  Juarez  and  Lerdo  persistently 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  complaints ;  they  regarded  as  of  no  account  th«  depositions 
and  information  given  by  persons  interested.  The  honor  of  Mexico,  the  moral- 
ity of  the  army,  the  salvation  of  the  elements  for  a  successful  defence  of  onr  in- 
dependence,  appeared  to  them  of  no  value.  It  was  a  matter  of  policy  to  destroy 
these  elements,  created,  as  all  the  world  knows  and  admits,  by  the  iStslcB  of  the 
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cODfederBtion  throagh  their  indivMnal  energies  and  reeources.  It  was  abso* 
lutely  neceuary  to  demolish  the  BQstenauce  of  constitutional  order,  id  ordur  to 
create  other  elements  and  other  agencies  with  the  aim  of  perpetuating,  when  tUe 
time  arrived,  power  in  the  hands  of  Seiior'  Juarez.  1  state  this,  for  E  know  of 
no  other  explanation  which  can  be  given  of  anterior  facts.  Moreover,  I  am  ati- 
tboriied  in  this  statement  b^  the  facts  themselves,  as  I  have  heard  from  the 
very  lips  (^  Senor  Lerdo,  when  he  says :  "  The  destruction  of  existing  things  is 
of  no  consequence ;  great  causes  save  themselves.  Oar  sole  question  of  to-day 
is  how  to  live." 

Every  one  is  aware  of  the  manifold  means  at  the  disposal  of  a  ministci'  for  the 
compilation  of  a  political  situation,  whereby,  of  his  own  accord,  lie  can  under- 
mine the  foundations  of  public  order.  The  secret  working  of  his  cunning  may 
escape  the  observation  of  the  multitnde,  but  never  the  penetrating  criticism  of 
tJie  historian.  Nevertheless,  bow  much  more  easy  the  destructive  task  through 
the  machinations  of  an  arbitrary  roinister,  versed  in  the  art  of  cajoling  the  vanity 
of  a  dominant  executive. 

Located  in  the  city  of  Zacatecas  were  two  strong  divisions  of  the  three  arms 
of  service,  with  a  formidable  train  of  artillery ;  the  one  under  the  comoiaud  of 
Oencrul  DobUdo,  the  other  nnder  my  orders.  Both  divisions  were  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  government  when  it  saw  proper  to  use  them.  Alihongh  both  of 
these  corps  were  located  at  several  days'  march  from  the  plnza  of  San  Luis,  an 
order  was  given  to  General  Negrete  by  the  government  to  assail  that  position 
with  the  single  division  at  his  disposition. 

This  division  was  completely  destroyed  in  the  attack;  subsequently  the 
division  of  General  Uoblado  was  cat  up  by  piecemeal  at  Mateboala ;  a  little 
later  mine  was  annihilated  at  Majnma. 

At  a  conference  which  I  subsequently  bad  with  Seiior  Jaares  at  Monterey, 
in  the  presence  of  the  minister  of  war,  I  remarked  to  him  that  the  period  was 
not  far  distant  when  the  nation  would  hold  the  government  to  an  account  for 
the  dissstroua  manner  in  which  it  had  frittered  away  the  material  for  tlie  national 
defence,  through  dispersing  the  elements  of  resistance  by  fraetionn,  for,  wbnt- 
ever  may  have  be«n  its  intentions,  the  work  of  the  government  bore  that'  ap- 
pearance. 

In  August  of  last  year  the  withdrawal  of  our  forces  and  of  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment from  Nnevo  Leon  and  Coahuila  was  determined  upon.  General  Negrete 
had  then  charge  of  the  ministry  of  war,  to  which  he  conjoined  a  double  employ- 
ment as  commsuder-in  chief  of  the  army,  composed  of  two  divi^tions,  the  one 
under  command  of  General  Alcade,  and  the  other  under  my  orders — the  same 
as  I  had  raised  in  Zacatecas. 

In  the  city  of  SaltiUo  I  received  orders  from  the  general-in-chief  to  march  to 
the  Pantft  de  la  Ai^stina,  at  the  hoad  of  the  two  divisions,  and  there  give 
battle  to  the  enemy,  should  they  court  it.  If  they  avoided  an  engagement  I 
was  to  retire  the  same  night  in  the  direction  of  the  villa  of  Monclova.  I  obeyed 
my  orders  and  accomplished  the  Utter  command,  finding  it  impossible  to  execute 
the  first. 

A  little  afler  my  retreat  I  effected  a  junction  with  Genera]  Negrete,  whose 
headquarters  were  at  Soltillo.  On  the  morrow  the  government  united  with  the 
forces  and  journeyed  in  company  to  the  Hacienda  del  Anbelo.  From  this  point 
the  government  resolved  to  progress,  by  way  of  Parras,  to  Chihnahuo,  carrying 
along  with  it  General  Negrete,  who  officiated  as  minister  of  war. 

The  rospoueibility  of  saving  our  army  was  committed  t?  my  chat^,  although 
in  an  indirect  manner,  for  I  had  not  been  nominated  general-in-chief,  but  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  rear-gnard,  following  in  tlie  wake  of  the  government. 
This  circumstance  is  to  be  noted  as  explanatory  of  the  manner  in  which  I  was 
forced  to  assume  the  responsibility. 

Thfi  army  was  absolutely  destitute  of  commissary  stores,  while  the  military 
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chest  conlBined  not  a  single  dollar.  Ita  route  lay  over  the  most  iuhospitable 
aod  uninhabited  aection  of  the  national  territory  j  for  the  greater  part  over  a 
fenrful  dceert,  devoid  of  giain  and  furage  for  cattle.  Be)<ides,  on  these  barren 
plains  it  was  liable  to  be  attaclted  and  cut  to  pieces  by  the  French  forces  fic 
the  want  of  the  necessarieH  I  have  mentioned. 

It  is  likewise  to  be  remembered  that,  if  the  army  was  nnnroTided  with  a 
dollar  to  supply  its  absolute  necetiaitics,  it  was  not  from  want  of  mea:iB.  which 
could  have  been  prorided  beforehand,  especially  as  two  mon^s  had  elapsed 
after  the  retreat  Lad  been  determined  upon. 

The  government  bad  abandoned  a  plaza  which  it  hsd  occnpied  dnring  sereril 
months,  replete  with  reeourcea,  as  was  that  of  Monterey,  where  it  oould,  and  did, 
avail  itself  of  the  revenues  from  the  frontier  cuBtom-housea  of  Matamoras  and 
Piedras  Negras. 

I  took  my  line  of  march  in  obedience  to  orders  I  had  received.  On  the  roid 
I  notilied  the  government  that  the  French  army  was  only  four  lea^ies  distant, 
and  received  in  reply  a  written  order  signed  by  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  l^cjada, 
Eaying  that  I  should  abandon  all  my  artillery  and  trains  and  limit  myself  to 
eaviog  the  jiertonnd  only  of  onr  army,  to  effect  which  I  was  free  to  take  any 
measure  I  should  deem  e^kpedicnt 

I  remonstrated  eiiergeticiilly  to  SeSor  Lerdo  de  Tejado,  that  acqnie»cenc«  ia 
the  order  1  had  received  would  in  no  way  result  in  saving  the  ^«rT-*o»»e/  of  out 
army,  innsroncb  as  we  would  abandon  the  only  means  of  ita  salvation  in  Volun- 
tarily BBciificing  our  war  material,  while  at  the  same  time  we  were  compro- 
mising  the  honor  of  our  arms.  I  said,  however,  that  if,  notwithstanding  any 
oppOiiition,  the  government  should  insist  npon  observance  of  that  order,  it  should 
he  communicated  to  me  officially,  to  absolve  me  from  reaponaibility.  My  irgu- 
ment  was  attended  to,  and  the  minister  answered  that  the  government  approved 
of  my  dctcrminalioD  not  to  anticipate  voluntarily  the  sacrifice  of  material,  but  to 
await  the  chances  of  a  battle.  The  French  army  avoided  a  conflict  at  that 
time. 

I  continued  my  march  without  interruption,  losing,  it  is  tme,  in  tfae  desert,  a 
thiM  or  fourth  part  of  our  army,  hundreds  of  muleS,  and  a  greater  part  of  out 
munitions  of  war. 

I  then  gave  notice  to  the  government,  located  at  the  Villa  del  Almo  de  Panah 
that  I  had  detected  symptoms  of  a  dissolution  of  the  forces,  as  well  from  scarcity 
of  provisions  and  stores,' as  from  consequences  of  the  privations  endorcd  by  the 

To  avoid  that  calamity,  I  received  an  order  from  the  minister  of  relations  not 
to  separate  myself  from  the  body  of  my  troops. 

At  the  hacienda  of  Santa  Rosa  a  council  of  war  was  summoned  by  the  gov- 
emment,  at  which,  after  hearing  the  opinion  of  the  ministers,  I  received  the 
appointment  of  commander-in-chief  of  the  army. 

At  ihc  same  time  there  were  accorded  to  me  extraordinary  powers  to  procure 
a  supply  of  metallic  currency,  of  which  the  army  stood  in  absolute  need,  wiib 
the  restriction,  however,  of  acting  on  this  point  in  concert  with  General  Patoni, 
the  constitutional  governor  of  Durango,  in  which  State  were  located  both  the 
army  and  the  government,  who  would  effect  some  arrangement  with  the  landed 
pniprietary  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  soldiers.  Patoni  assured  me  of  the  im- 
pOBsibility  of  enforcing  contributions  opon  the  landholders,  reduced  to  penary 
through  the  hardship  of  the  war.  If  this  were  trae,  as  it  doubtless  was,  it  only 
went  to  aggravate  the  privations  of  the  troops,  caused  through  the  intentioiwl 
want  of  ibresight  in  the  government.  It  was  under  circumstance^  of  tbia 
unavoidable  nature  that  the  army,  whose  dissolution  was  inevitable,  was  placed 
under  my  orders  as  commander-in-chief.  Tfae  warmest  advocate  for  ray  appoinl- 
ment,  us  I  learned  from  the  minister  of  war,  was  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  T^ad^ 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  if  the  condition  of  the  army  was  bad  when  it  coo- 
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menced  its  retreat  from  Anbelo,  it  grev  notorioualy  worse,  bb  was  naturiLl,  from 
ifae  caases  I  have  related. 

It  is  more  wonby  of  note,  tbat  wben  t  tooli  cborge  ne  comniantler-in-cbief, 
the  coffers  of  ibe  govemmeot  conlaiaed  tbousnndB  of  dollare,  reserved  for  its 
on-n  uae  and  tbat  of  tCa  einployL's,  wbani  it  preferred  to  tbe  ealvation  of  an  army, 
whose  privalions  bad  ascended  to  a  point  of  beroism — an  anay  wbicb  bad  been 
raised  at  a  beavy  cost  to  the  States  of  Durango,  Coaliaila,  Nuevo  I.«od,  and 
Zacatecas. 

At  the  council  of  war,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  I  delivered  my  opinion,  in 
terma  perfectly  intelligible  to  the  government,  that  we  sbonld  iiot  dfstroj, 
piecemeal,  the  material  upnn  which  wn  depended,  and  that  we  should  lake  ad> 
vantage  of  the  extent  of  our  line  to  harass  a  formidable  enemy.  At  tlie  same 
time  I  advised  giving  battle  to  the  hostile  forces,  regardless  of  the  point  of  at- 
lack.or  the  number  of  their  re-enforcements,  inasmuch  as,  in  this  manner,  if  for- 
tune proved  propitious  to  us,  we  might  captarc  eome  city  of  importance ;  and  if 
the  reverse,  it  was  preferable  thatourarmy  should  be  destroyed  through  chances 
of  war  rather  than  through  want  and  misery,  to  the  dishonor  of  the  government 
and  omi  arms. 

J  cocnmenced  my  march  from  Santa  Rosa,  and  posted  myeclf  between  tbe 
States  of  Durango  and  Zncatccaa,  both  occupied  by  tbe  invading  army.  A  few 
days  afterwards  occurred  the  battle  of  llnjoma. 

The  fortune  of  war  caused  us  to  lose  one  of  two  points  occupied  by  our  troops 
and  ai-tillery.     I  retook  the  point  only  to  lose  it  again. 

The  dead)  of  the  brave  Colonel  Fernandez  y  \'illagrattta,  who  commanded 
tbe  battalions  of  Zacatecas,  as  well  aa  the  loss  of  the  leaders  of  di^iiiiciion.  and 
particularly  the  wounding  of  General  Don  Engenio  Custro,  whom  I  had  ordered 
to  lead  a  charge  of  cavalry,  introduced  confusion  among  our  ranlcs,  which  dis- 
order was  soon  checked  through  the  ability  uf  our  officers.  Under  fire  of  the 
enemy  oar  bodies  of  the  national  guard  remained  firm.  Evening  approached 
rapidly,  when  1  perceived  that  the  heat  of  the  conflict,  tbe  physical  prostration 
engendered  through  privation,  and  tbe  march  through  tbe  desert,  had  so  far  worn 
out  the  national  troops  that  I  ordered  a  retreat.  It  was  effected  in  tbe  most 
orderly  manner,  in  the  full  sight  of  the  French  army,  who  dared  not  follow  ns ; 
consequently  we  left  behind  us  but  a  portion  of  our  artillery  and  the  corpses  of 
our  brave  and  patriotic  miliiia,  whom  we  were  forced  to  leave  on  tbe  field  of 
battle. 

It  ia  not  my  intention  to  narrate,  in  a  detailed  manner,  an  account  of  all  that 
befell  UH  upon  tbat  disaetrons  day,  for  those  matters  I  have  already  officially  re- 
ported to  the  government.  Uy  object  is  merely  to  connect  the  thread  of  events. 
Uur  forces  retired,  in  tbfl  beet  possible  order,  to  the  town  of  San  Mi^el  del  Mcz- 
qnital.  and  disbanded  duiing  the  night  of  the  same  day  on  wbicli  occurred  our 
reverses  at  Hsjoma.  No  discipline  could  have  averted  tliis  final  calamity. 
Every  man  conceived  that  be  had  discharged  his  duty,  and  that  the  war  could 
be  mure  successfully  carried  on  in  detached  bodies.  Tbe  only  aspr^ct  for  a  con- 
trary course  presented  to  them  seemed  that  of  privation  and  the  desert.  Seiioi 
•Fnarez  was  at  tbat  time  in  tbe  town  of  Mazas,  awaiting  the  result  of  my  expe- 
dition, where  he  was  visiti'd  by  more  than  a  hundred  leaders,  desirous  of  receiv- 
ing facilities  and  orders  to  continue  tbe  campaign  under  other  auspices.  But  be 
did  not  wait  their  action,  for,  aware  of  the  disasters  occnrring  to  our  forces,  ha 
withdrew  to  Chihuahua,  onehundrcdandfifty  leagues  from  the  place  we  occupied. 

1  committed  the  insignificant  remnants  of  our  national  forces  to  the  charge  of 
Generals  Qnesada  and  Carvfljal,  until  the  government  conld  make  some  disposi- 
tion of  them. 

1  gave  the  official  notice  to  which  I  alluded,  and  received  au  acknowlodg' 
ment,  which  ordered  me  to  transfer  the  relic  of  our  array  to  General  Patom 
which  I  did.    In  tbe  verbal  conference  which  I  had  with  the  gorerument, ' 
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made  knovn  to  it  tbat  there  still  reniaiaed  nt  ita  disposal  a  Bmall  escort  of  eav- 
alry  which  accompanied  me.  Tiiis  I  regarded  as  my  duty,  and,  aftec  a  lapicof 
two  or  three  days,  I  received  an  order  to  that  efFect,  which  I  fulfilled.  Tacitly 
I  remained  awaiting  orders,  as  a  general,  from  the  government ;  but  this  e\ai- 
pense  in  nowise  suited  me,  so  I  notified  it  tbat  I  held  myself  ready  to  obey 
orders,  and  that  such  dispoBition  couti)  be  mode  of  my  person  as  suited  official 
inclination.  1  had  do  military  commissiou  to  fulfil,  and  did  not  even  posseM 
ftn  eacort. 

I  would  add  to  tbeso  particulars  many  other  details  respecting  the  charge 
made  by  the  government  in  one  of  its  dccrers,  that  "while  holding  the  position 
of  general  m  the  army  I  had  gone  to  reside  permanently  in  a  foreign  land, 
during  continuance  of  hostilitieH,  wiibout  license  from  tbe  government,  and  therein 
abandoning  the  army,  its  standards,  and  the  cause  of  the  republic,"  and  which 
is  likewise  called  the  official  dereliction  of  Toluotarily  abandoning  th(«  pie«i- 
dency  of  the  slipreme  cnurt  of  justice.  A  portion  of  the  Btatemenls  wfaieh  I 
intend  netting  forth  can  be  substantiated  by  reputable  pereona,  some  well  known 
in  the  State  of  Chilmahua,  and  others  of  a  world-wide  repate.  Other  aBsertions 
bear  the  sanction  of  the  government,  and  all  observations  I  shall  make  are  de- 
ducible  from  the  state  of  facts.  1  arrived  in  the  State  of  Ghihnahiia  after  the 
diflBSter  at  Mejoma,  some  time  towards  the  end  of  September,  1864,  and  re- 
'  mained  in  that  State  until  the  end  of  February,  1365,  when  I  departed  for  a 
foreign  country.  During  all  this  period,  in  Chihnaboa  was  the  seat  of  the  gen- 
eral goveininent,  and  for  more  than  three  months  of  the  time  above  nomed  I  re- 
sided in  the  aamo  city  with  the  administration.  During  this  period  of  ioactirity 
I  waa  tendered  no  command  of  troops  to  defend  "the  standard  and  cause  of  Ihe 
repablic ;"  neither  waa  I  offered  any  military  commissioD,  great  or  small,  nor  did 
1  receive  any  intimation  as  to  the  manner  in  which  my  services  and  good-will 
could  be  rendered  of  value  to  my  country,  although  I  ardently  desired  employ- 
ment, if  only  for  the  sake  of  appearances. 

The  government  had  no  desire  to  furnish  me  with  troops,  and  in  this  wise  de- 
prived me  of  opportunity  to  add  to  my  influence  beneath  a  military  title ;  it  pie- 
fened  leaving  me  withont  positive  support,  and  waa  bliitd  to  the  privileges  ac- 
corded to  me  by  the  law. 

About  this  time  it  became  incumbent  upon  the  execnlive  either  to  relinqniBb 
his  functions,  according  to  constitntionAl  provision,  or  to  furnish  such  kb  expltui- 
ntion  of  the  law  as  would  warrant  him  constitutionally  to  prolong  his  tena  of 
office  for  another  year. 

I'he  30lh  of  November,  1864,  arrived,  and  terminated  four  years,  dating  fiom 
the  election  of  SeDor  Juarez.  On  that  day  I  addressed  a  communication  to  tbat 
high  functionary,  through  the  medium  of  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  T^ada,  in 
Ilia  capacity  as  miuister  of  government,  inqairing  whether  it  was  his  intention 
on  the  following  day  to  pass  over  the  executive  power  to  me,  as  it  had  ceased 
by  legal  limitation ;  or,  if  the  contrary  was  his  detenni nation,  I  told  bim  to  be- 
stow upon  the  constitutional  law  puch  an  interpretation  ns  he  mi^t  deeni 
proper,  whereby  we  could  avoid  anarchy,  strengthen  the  exercise  of  the  fiioc- 
tions  of  the  President  of  the  republic,  and  leave  intact  the  constitutional  law— a 
law  sustained  by  the  blood  of  the  Mexican  people  daring  a  period  of  eight  years 
in  warfare.  To  such  a  conception,  I  added,  I  would  be  among  the  first  to  give 
my  acquiescence.  This  he  gave  me  on  the  same  day,  November  30,  accom- 
panied by  a  note  which  had  been  agreed  upon  at  a  meeting  of  tiie  cabinet, 
and  which  bore  the  signature  of  SeBor  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tcjada.  It  decided 
tbat  the  constitntional  t«nn  of  office  of  President  Juarez  did  not  coudude  in 
that  year,  (1864,)  but  would  expire  on  the  30th  of  November,  1865,  according 
to  the  provision  of  the  constitution,  And,  notwithstanding  this  decision,  he 
claims  to  continue  exercising  the  fnnetions  of  Fresidentt  according  to  the  self- 
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eame  proTision  of  tbe  conHtitiitioii  which  he  haa  preTiouely  interpreted  to  have 
dofled  Lis  career,  at  the  furthermost,  apoii  the  30th  day  of  Norember,  18G6. 

I  will  ioeert,  at  this  point,  the  exact  words  employed  by  the  niintatei>ia  hie 
official  note,  in  mnkipg  his  deductions  from  the  premises  he  had  laid  down ; 
"For  which  reason,  it  ie  decided  that  the  term  of  office  of  the  citiaea  Preuideiit 
of  the  republic  does  not  expire  until  the  30lh  day  of  the  next  year,  1865,  ewt- 
fomtahly  to  the  trident  and  literal  tenor  of  article  80  of  the  eoiutilution" 

In  the  same  Qommunication  he  declared  me  preiident  of  the  court.  I  did  not 
pretend  to  this  declaration,  for  I  stood  in  no  need  of  it,  and  neilhcr  the  condi- 
tioc  of  affain  at  this  epoch,  nor  the  interests  of  Mexico,  demanded  it.  I  had 
been  appointed  by  the  nation  conatitutional  president  of  the  court  in  1863,  and 
the  house  bad  declared  me  to  be  encfa  in  a  most  solemn  manner.  The  decree 
containing  this  declaration  had  received  the  sanction  of  the  executive  and  been 
pnblished  tfarougbont  the  republic. 

Neither  popular  opinion  nor  the  conncils,  man icipali ties,  govemorB,  and  legis- 
latures of  States  entertained  the  least  doubt  upon  the  fact  of  my  election,  and 
of  my  being  president  of  the  court.  To  the  nation  belonged  the  right  of  ap- 
pointing supreme  authorities,  in  accordance  with  ihe  fundame(ftal  law,  sole 
source. and  fountain  of  aatbority  with  as.  I  did  not,  therefore,  require  any 
other  appointment  or  declaration,  and  especially  one  suited  for  the  convenience 
of  Senora  Lerdo  de  Tejada  and  Jnarei  in  tlieir  prospects  for  a  fnture  date— 
pro?pecta  whose  tendencies  were  far  from  the  conservation  of  the  parity  of  the 
law,  intrusted  by  the  nation  to  the  guardianship  of  Senor  Jnarea. 

The  main  object  of  the  declaration  was  the  destitution  of  the  president  of  the 
conrt  elected  by  the  people,  and  the  substitution  of  one  appointed  by  Don 
Benito  Juarea,  who  might  have  the  power  of  removing  bim  at  his  individual 
pleaenre. 

Snch  hod  been  the  intention  of  the  government  ever  since  it  had  left  the  city 
of  Ban  Lnis.  Latterly  it  had  anffered  no  opportunity  to  escape  it  to  compass 
ita  design,  even  when  the  opportnnitieB  &iled  to  bear  the  imprint  of  patriotism. 

In  this  wise  the  government  acted,  upon  its  ariival  within  tbe  States  of 
Nnevo  Leon  and  Ghihnahna,  whea  issaing  a  decree  summoning  a  rennion  of  the 
magistrates  comprising  the  court.  The  snmmooB  found  me  at  the  head  of  my 
division,  battling  with  the  French  troops  within  tbe  interior  of  the  republic. 

It  was  apparent  that  the  sole  motive  for  tbe  dearee  was  tbe  appointment  of  a 

{resident  of  the  court,  who  should  owe  his  nomination  and  creation  to  the 
'resident  of  the  republic,  and  thereby  remove  the  prestige  derived  from  a  popu- 
lar election  from  the  person  who  might,  through  emei^ncy,  act  as  the  substi- 
tute of  tbe  supreme  magistrate  of  tbe  nation.  But  tbe  decree  failed  of  effect. 
Ont  of  respect  for  the  position  I  occupy,  ont  of  respect  to  the  dignity  of  the 
nation — the  only  source  whence  can  come  nominations  of  supreme  authorities, 
and  their  destitution  conformablv  to  the  law— ^I  have  preserved  intact  tbe  charge 
reposed  in  me  by  tbe  voice  of  the  people.  Consequently,  in  my  official  corre- 
spondence with  the  President  of  the  republic,  I  maintained  the  title  conferred 
upon  me  by  my  fellow -citizens  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice. 

The  determination  of  the  government  to  continue  in  office  one  year  longer 
was  acquiesced  in  by  me,  as  I  had  previously  anticipated  that  action,  and  my 
object  had  been  simply  to  obtain  a  construction  of  the  spirit  of  tbe  law  which 
might  become  a  definite  and  decisive  opinion. 

I  did  not  accept  office,  neither  do  I  continue  to  hold  it,  simply  for  the  cause 
of  self-gratificatioa;  during  more  glowing  and  less  fluctuating  periods,  when 
fortnae  smiled  upon  mo  with  pleasing  aspect,  I  could  have  obtained  official  dig- 
nities, if  not  in  a  manner  prescribed  by  the  law,  at  least  in  such  a  way  as  the 
law  wonld  countenance  in  a  sncceBsfal  leader,  during  tbe  stormy  hours  of  revo- 
lutionary transitions.  Bat  I  have  ever  abided  the  sanction  of  the  popular  will, 
as  expressed  in  accordance  with  the  fundamental  law.    At  that  time,  as  now,  I 
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bare  only  oekcd  that  rcapcct  bo  paid  to  the  lav,  as  a  foundation -stone  in  tb« 
colamn  sustaining  onr  institutions,  benealh  the  shade  of  vhicb  we  shall  pro- 
gre^a  iii  ^reatnees,  aa  has  been  done  in  the  great  republic  from  whose  bordeia  I 

My  official  commuiiicatinn  and  the  answer  from  the  gnrernment,  of  which  I 
liave  spoken,  were  published  in  the  Stale  jonrnal.  Theie  was  not  the  remoiNt 
{Kis!<ibilil.y  of  eBtablisbing  the  court  at  the  city  of  Chihnabua,  as  all  the  nutpi- 
tratcs  were  at  a  great  distance,  save  the  licentiatu  Don  Hanne^  Ruiz.  I  luii, 
A9  I  have  observed,  do  military  cominisBioD  for  active  duty.  In  order  to  avoid 
imputation  of  doing  aught  to  the  dixparagt^ment  of  the  govemtaent,  and  fearing 
lest  my  political  induence  might  be  seized  upon  to  sanction  meetings,  ostenubl^ 
fur  social  purposes,  but  in  reality  to  distract  public  opinion.  I  withdrew  myftdf, 
as  it  were,  from  commingling  with  the  world,  and  sacrifici>d  the  pleasare  of  ■ 
social  state,  notwithstanding  the  hospitable  reception  tendered  me  hy  the  chit- 
alric  inhabitants  of  that  illustrious  and  democratic  State. 

From  Cbihuahmt  I  addressed  a  letter  to  thePreaident,  Juarez,  noder  date  ol 
December  S3,  1S64.  No  reference  is  made  to  this  letter  iu  the  decrees  of  the 
8th  of  Novein))er, 

In  this  epistle  I  slated,  that  having  terminated  the  businesa  which  called  m« 
to  that  city — that  is,  to  ascertain  whetber  or  not  bis  official  term  of  service  bad 
ceased — I  found  myself  without  employment  since  the  e^rly  days  of  Oclobf^r, 
wlicn  I  had  received  orders  to  pass  over  the  forces  to  General  Patoni;  tbitl 
had  not  installed  the  court,  and  found  it  impossible  so  to  do,  and  that.  inaRmneb 
as  the  slate  of  ofFaira  might  remfl  in  a  critU,  from  the  fact  (if  the  PrmdiiU  •>( 
the  repufilic  and  prcMtdent  if  the  court  being  in  one  city  ta  cumpanr/,  and  liable 
to  capture  by  the  Prench  force;  hy  turpiite  or  olberwite,  and  in  tku  waylraer 
the  nation  tcilhout  a  head,  I  requested  to  be  granted  a  license  as  president  of 
the  court,  and  a  passport  aa  a  soldier,  to  take  my  way  towards  the  interior  of 
the  repnblic,  or  to  any  of  the  populations  on  the  sea'Coast,  or  to  travel  by  m 
to  a  foreign  country,  aa  I  should  esteem  suited  to  my  convenience,  and  wiib 
the  object  of  Continuing  to  serve  my  country.  V  transmitted  this  letter  nf  soli- 
citation officially,  omitting  only  those  passages  above  printed  in  italiii,  whicb 
I  did  not  think  suitable  t4>  be  incorporated  in  a  public  letter,  notwithstanding 
they  set  forth  the  most  ct^ent  reasons  for  urging  my  solicitation. 

My  communication  was  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  cabinet  and  acted  npon,  u 
was  natural  to  anticipate. 

On  the  29th  Sefinr  Juarez  answered  me  in  reply,  saying :  ''  Thero  has  been 
conceded  to  you  the  license  and  passport  yon  solicited,  and  at  the  earliest  np 
portunity  the  respective  ministers  will  forward  yon  the  documents  indicated.*' 

On  the  30^  I  received  the  license  granted  to  me  as  president  of  the  supreme 
court  from  the  minister  of  justice,  together  with  a  passport,  issued  hy  the  min- 
ister of  war. 

I  insert  this  last  document  at  length,  because,  in  the  decrees  of  Benito  Jnarti 
an  intentitmal  omission  has  Ijeen  made  with  regard  to  the  fact  of  my  having  s 
military  passport  when  I  left  the  country,  so  that  an  accusation  conld  be  brougbt 
against  me  that  "  I  had  gone  voluntarily  to  reside  in  a  foreign  country  during 
the  continuance  of  hostilities  without  a  license  from  government,  thereby  abiD- 
doning  the  army,  its  standard,  and  the  cause  of  the  republic" 

8BCBETARV  OP  STATK,  DBPABTMBNT  OP  WAR  AXO  MARIN8 — SBCTION  FIRST. 

Upon  this  date  the  minister  of  justice,  protection,  and  public  order,  makes 
known  to  the  citizen  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  as  followit : 

"  In  accordance  with  your  petition,  relative  to  having  a  hceneo  granted  I" 
yon  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  to  pass  to  a  point  nuocenpird 
by  the  enemy,  Vith  the  aim  of  continuing  to  defend  in  anns  the  independence  of 


.C.oo^lc 


COSDITIOS   OP  AFFAIRS  IS  MEXICO.'  411 

the  republic  of  Mexico,  tlie  citizen  Presiilent  lias  seen  fit,  in  accordance  witU  a 
meeting  of  the  cabinet,  to  accord  to  yon  that  liceiiee  for  a  di^finite  period,  or 
until  you  present  yonraelf  at  tlie  ?eatof  the  government,  or  when  the  government 
shall  call  upon  you  to  return,  or  bestowB  upon  you  some  coramiB»ioii — leave,  in 
the  mean  time,  to  proceed,  either  directly  or  by  traversing  the  aea.  or  through 
some  foreign  country,  to  points  of  ilie  Mexican  republic  unoccupied  by  tho 
enemy,  ho  that  you  can  continue  defending  the  national  independence  with  the 
fnrcea  yon  can  raiee,  with  the  underetanding  that  in  all  military  undertakings  yoa 
inalitate  yon  are  to  act  in  concert  with  the  governor  and  military  commander  of 
the  respective  States,  or  with  the  leadei  a  of  the  republican  forces,  so  that,  in 
conjunction  with  those  laiaed  by  you,  you  can  harass  the  enemy,  but  subordi- 
nate lo  the  officers  of  the  supreme  government,  or  to  the  agents  to  whom  such 
power  has  been  delegated. 

"  1  convey  to  you  the  official  answer  to  your  aolieiration  of  asth  of  the  last 
month,  and  I  have  the  honor  of  cntres ponding  with  yon  for  the  purposes  mea- 
tioned.     It  is  transmitted  to  you  on  behalf  of  the  department  of  war. 

"  Independence  and  liberty  !     Chihuahua,  the  30tii  of  December,  18G4. 

"M.  NEGHETE. 

"  The  General  ofDivUitm,  Jbsus  G.  Ortboa,  prtKnl." 

From  the  literal  tenor  of  the  document  inserted,  it  can  be  adduced — 

Firstly.  That  I  had  a  license,  as  piesident  of  the  court,  and  a  passport  as  « 
soldier,  to  traverse  foreign  countries.  Subsequently  will  he  shown  the  reaeana 
iuducing  me  to  dwell  outside  of  tlie  country. 

Secondly.  I  had  no  definite  orders  to  raise  this  or  that  force,  or  to  collect  to- 
gether the  elements  of  warfare  within  tl)is  or  that  period  of  time;  neither  was 
there  any  time  fixed  for  my  reaching  Mexican  territory,  after  traversing  the 
sea  and  sojooming  in  foreign  lands,  with  the  sole  provision  of  defending,  upon 
the  national  territory,  the  independence  of  the  State,  leaving  me  free  to  proceed 
to  any  point  wbich  I  might  consider  the  most  proper. 

Thirdly.  Tho  license  accorded  to  me,  in  pursuance  of  the  decision  of  tho 
cabinet,  was  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  either  until  I  should  preseut  myself 
at  the  seat  of  government,  or  be  recalled,  or  have  some  official  charge  conferred 
upon  me,  thereby  demonstrating  that  neither  as  president  of  the  court  nor  as  a 
genual  in  the  army  were  my  services  for  the  moment  required  ;  yet,  neverthe- 
less, it  is  apparent  that  in  either  or  both  of  these  capacities  my  absence  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  seat  of  govetument  was  desirable. 

Fourthly.  The  government,  instead  of  giving  me  authoriaation  lo  raise  forces 
in  any  part,  or  to  collect  war  materials  at  a  dufinile  position,  as  it  had  done  for 
a  htindred  other  persons,  and  notably  for  guerilla  chiefs,  destitute  of  popular 
morality,  i«sued  to  me  a  simple  passport  for  the  purpose  of  travel,  inserting, 
however,  a  provision  that  the  forces  which  I  might  raise  should  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  governors  and  military  commanders,  and  with  tiio  chiefs  of  the  re- 
publican forces,  without  interference  with  the  exercise  of  military  and  political 
functions  of  the  officers  of  the  supreme  government  or  their  delegates  ;  that  is 
to  say,  that  the  government  precluded  possibility  in  my  raising  of  forces,  for 
how  could  a  governor,  having  lost  the  capital  of  his  Slate,  secure  resourtiSs  or 
material  to  make  bead  against  an  emergency  ?  What  faculty  bad  be  to  pro- 
cure them  against  delegated  authority,  where  power  so  to  do  had  been  denied 
by  the  supreme  government  of  the  union  I  Could  a  delegate  of  the  government, 
01'  even  his  saboriliaote,  sustain  me  when  my  circle  of  action  was  reduced  and 
limited  ?  Could  there  be  placed  at  my  orders  a  solitary  captain  of  guerillas,  who 
might  servo  as  a  centre  for  forces  which  I  might  raise  and  discipline  for  a  larger 
body,  when  the  government  provided  in  my  passport  that  I  stiould  act  in  con- 
junction with  him  I  -• 

I  have  demonstrated  that  I  had  in  my  possession  a  license  to  traveno  the  , 
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BUHB  to  a  foreign  country.  I  bave,  moreover,  demonstrated  tbat  I  wu  recog- 
nized by  the  nation  as  president  of  tbe  supreme  court  ol' jasttce.  «  duly  which  I 
-could  Dot  exercise  in  ajndicial  capacity,  through  the  impossibility  of  conTeaing 
the  court,  but  a  position  wbicb  I  considered  snicly  as  the  substitute  to  the  Prea- 
ident  of  tbe  republic,  according  to  the  provisions  of  tlie  law.  I  bave,  moreover, 
demonstrated  that  I  had  no  military  employment,  neilber  array  nor  forces,  be 
their  number  ever  bo  small,  nor  «ven  uie  material  of  wartare,  thwiks  to  the  officii] 
opposition  of  the  government. 

1  was  not  annoyed  at  this  disposition  in  the  eseeutivc,  for  I  expected  and  wu 
prepared  for  it.  Tbe  services  which  I  bad  rendered  to  my  country  bad  be- 
stowed upon  me  influence,  and  that  influence  opposed  personal  aggrandizemeaL 
In  remembrance  of  recent  transactionB,  transactions  which  bad  presented  to  tm 
many  difGcnlties,  wbicli  I  bad  surmounted,  I  was  induced  again  to  proffer  mf 
Bword  to  my  unfortunate  country. 

In  view  of  intelligence  from  the  interior,  and  of  the  disposition  of  the  govern- 
ment, I  determined  to  retire  to  a  distance  from  it.  I  distrusted  myself.  I  wu 
uncertain  of  that  which  was  beat  for  the  future  of  Mexico,  I  desired  to  be  per- 
fectly correct,  and  sought  light. 

I  addressed  myself  for  counsel  to  two  illustrious  and  patriotic  citizens  in  wham 
I  bad  confidence,  and  who  formed  a  part  of  the  circle  of  tbe  government  of  SeSor 
Juarez  as  his  most  zealous  partisans,  and  I  supposed  them,  as  was  natural,  cog- 
nizant as  to  the  cmci^ncieB  of  the  times.  Moreover,  they  were  clothed  wltb 
nn  official  cnpacity  as  members  of  tbe  general  congress.  They  were  Sefiors  Don 
Guillermo  Prieto  and  Don  Francisco  Urquidi.  Both  were  of  an  opinion  that  my 
best  course  was  to  proceed  to  the  United  States  of  America,  inasmuch  as  from 
a  port  in  that  country  I  might  journey  to  Acapuico,  by  the  way  of  the  iethmu 
of  Panama,  and  thence  enter  the  republic  from  tbe  Pacific  coast,  and  tbe  men 
while  I  might  ascertain  in  tbe  great  republic  what  could  be  done  for  the  Mexican 
people. 

I  accepted  the  suggestion  and  commenced  my  journey.  Permit  me  to  remark 
that  the  government  was  in  nowise  ignorant  as  to  the  course  I  had  adopted; 
on  tbe  contrary,  when  I  reached  tbe  custom-house  at  the  Paso  del  Norte,  1 
found  an  order  to  pass  my  baggage  to  tbe  United  States,  which  bad  been  giamed 
at  the  solicitation  of  my  friends. 

Thence  I  went  to  Santa  F(5,  capital  of  New  Kfezico.  The  authorities  of  ihtt 
Territory  informed  me  of  tbe  presence  there  of  a  stranger,  a  Hungarian  by  birth, 
who  represented  himself  as  a  special  commissioner  of  tbe  Mexican  govemmeat 
to  recruit  volunteers,  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  some  millions,  hypothecating  the 
imports  of  the  Pacific  seaports.  It  was,  moreover,  asserted  that  bis  credenliile 
were  apocryphal,  taking  into  consideration  that  he  was  a  foreigner,  unknown  U 
the  Mexican  residents,  and  the  fact  that  nations  seldom,  according  to  univerMl 
custom,  commit  such  trusts  to  other  than  their  own  citizens.  On  tbia  acconnt 
I  deemed  it  advisable  to  institute  inquiries,  so  that  if  the  man  should  prove  *n 
imposter  I  should  cause  his  arrest  and  extradition  to  Mexico. 

My  anterior  acquaintance  with  this  stranger,  named  Jaymes,  was  through  i 
letter  of  introduction,  representing  him  as  a  colonel,  soliciting  employment  in 
the 'division  beneath  my  command  in  that  capacity,  but  which  I  rcfnsed.  asl 
yr&e  unaware  of  his  antecedents.  The  iuformatiou  I  subsequently  acquired  w«* 
that  he  was  among  the  number  of  adventurere  who  travelled  the  world  seeking 
glory  and  fortune.     I  saw  him  three  or  four  times. 

I  made  investigations  into  the  character  of  his  commission,  which  I  fiinnd,in 
many  respects,  ample  and  correct,  emanating  from  Don  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Te 
jada.  He  was  autborized-to  raise  two  thousand  men  in  foreign  parts,  as  well  »* 
the  sum  of  several  millions,  hypothecating  for  its  repayment  tlie  revenses  of 
several  custom-houses  on  tbe  Pacific  coast.  The  evasive  talents  of  SeSor  Don 
Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada  being  notorious,  it  is  supposed  that  he  designed 
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merely  to  cover  appearances  when  he  bestowed  npon  this  stranger  such  ample 
»nlbority  to  sccompliah  great  things,  when  he  was  confidently  eonvincod  that 
he  could  do  nothing.  I  expUined  lo  the  anthoritieB  of  Santa  Ffi  the  nature  of, 
the  commiEsiort  bestowed  upon  the  Hungarian  gentleman,  and  retuvni'd  iliankd 
tn  (hem  for  their  zeal  in  favor  of  Mexico.  I  arrived  in  the  centre  of  the  United 
States  dnriDg  the  period  of  the  termination  of  the  great  civil  war.  The  press 
inilnlged  in  fivorable  comments  upon  my  arrival,  and  expreaaed  profiuiid  sym- 
pathy with  the  cause  of  Mexico,  It  was  likewise  bo  with  the  entire  continental 
press,  and  that  of  Europe.  It  was  believed  in  the  United  Statea  that  I  had 
luime  authority  from  the  government,  seeing  that  the  period  for  action  was  op- 
pnrtQQe,  as  in  fact  it  was,  that  a  demonstration  should  he  made  in  support  of 
Mexico  and  lier  independencu.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  Americans  in  otir  favor 
and  in  support  of  the  Monroe  doctrine  was  intense. 

On  my  passage  from  New  Mexico  to  New  York  I  was  beset  by  thousands  of 
persoDS  tendering  their  services  and  iofluenee  in  favor  of  Mexico,  many  of  them 
beiog  of  the  highest  social  and  political  position.  Generals  with  a  mo^t  honor- 
able record.  commaDdisg  divisians  and  brigades,  whose  term  of  servic 


expired,  volunteered  to  place  themaelvis  under  my  orders,  to  further  our  cause. 
The  passage  of  the  Bio  del  Norte  cnuld  be  eauily  effected  without  impnirinf; 
the  Dentral  character  the  general  government  at  Washington  had  a 


■wpect  to  the  Franco -Mexican  qaestion.  I  was,  moreover,  visited  by  several 
Imnkers  uf  the  highest  position,  who  inquired  as  to  the  possibility  of  establishing 
an  agency  to  Bupply  our  financial  wants  and  that  of  warlike  material.  Persons 
vhn  reprceenteu  that  they  h^  authority  to  act  on  my  behalf,  which  they  liad 
not,  enlisted,  within  a  few  days,  thousands  of  men  to  go  to  Mexico;  but,  »s  I 
lisve  said,  I  gave  no  sanction  lo  these  acts,  as  1  did  not  wish  to  lead  home  a 
filibuster  expedition. 

WitLout  loss  of  time,  on  the  8th  of  May,  T  addressed  a  letter  tn  Seiior  Benito 
Juarez,  announcing  my  arrival  in  the  United  States,  the  manner  of  my  reception, 
nnd  a  view  of  what  conld  be  done  in  favor  of  Mexico.  Besides,  Seflor  Juarez 
*«  aware  of  all  ibis  through  the  newspapers.  I  wrote,  moreover,  that  I  would 
pledge  myself  to  enroll  and  equip,  on  my  own  part,  any  number  of  volunteers 
be  might  deem  advisable;  that  I  wonld  collect  war  material  to  carry  on  hostili- 
lics,  oa  well  as  an  abundant  sum  of  money,  so  an  to  be  able  t^i  elevate  the  cbar- 
acterof  the  war  and  turn  it  to  a  fortunate  acconnt.  All  tbat  was  requisite  to 
consommale  these  projects  would  he  hla  authorization,  for  I  was  unwilling  to 
conclude  any  contract  or  enter  upon  any  enterprise  without  the  sanction  of  liim  to 
vhon  the  nation  hod  committed  emei^ent  powers.  I  offered  anew  my  individual 
Krvices  to  Mexico,  I  furthermore  suggested  that,  should  he  be  unwilling  to 
accord  me  the  deeired  authorieation,  he  should  apprise  me  to  that  effect,  that  I 
might  govern  my  eubdpquent  actions  accordingly. 

I  communicated  these  details  in  a  private  epistle,  and  not  in  an  official  note, 
for  I  at  that  time  held  no  ofBcial  commission.  This  matter  was  one  of  mere 
form,  and  had  the  correspondence  resulted  in  anything,  the  results  would  have 
been  the  same,  irrespective  of  the  style  of  communication  employed. 

I  sppointed  a  delegate  to  deliver  personally  this  letter  to  Senor  Jnarez,  having 
previously  made  him  aware  of  its  contents.  This  task  was  assumed  by  Dnn 
Gnillermo  Ptieto,  administrator  general  of  the  poet  ofiicc  and  deputy  to  the  con- 
gress of  the  union.  It  will  be  remembered  tbat  I  bad  quitted  Chihuahua  in 
the  month  of  February.  It  will  be  remembered,  likewise,  that  my  journey 
across  the  plains  to  New  Mexico  had  occupied  two  months,  for  it  had  been  nn- 
dertnken  during  the  winter  season.  It  must  ho  furthermore  remembered  that  a 
ppri(d  of  from  two  months  nnd  twenty  days  to  three  months  is  necessary  for  the 
transmission  of  an  answer  to  a  correspondence  between  the  city  of  New  York 
and  Chihuahua,  and  even  then  under  favorable  auspices  as  to  transit,  for  it  is 
only  during  the  summer  season  that  post  coaches  can  travel  with  rapidity.     On, 

.ogle 
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bis  accnniit  I  HA  not  receive  tbe  an^wpr  from  Don  Gnillenno  Prieto  nnUl  the 
ammtiicemi'Dt  of  August  Inet.  In  tbis  k'tter  tbat  gentleman  stated  that  Ito  bid 
hlfilled  my  conimie^ioii ;  tbat  SeSor  Juarez  bud  listened  witb  attention  and  in* 
erest  to  tbe  delaiU  of  my  letter,  as  commutiicated  verbally  by  SeSoi  Prieto, 
vbn  wne  given,  as  be  supposed,  to  understand  tbat  I  should  receive,  by  tbe  next 
nail,  tbe  authorization  I  desired.  Tbe  coiicluGJaii  of  Sefior  Prieto 'a  comoioni- 
Btion  conveyed  to  me  a.  felicitaiion  ttiuching  my  patriotic  eontimenta,  "  Whethrc 
ir  nor,"  lie  wrote,  "  tbe  government  accepts  of  your  services,  wbethcr  or  nol  it 
enders  your  projects  of  ucilily  tu  tbe  country,  you  bave  assumed  one  of  the 
iiost  noLle  and  dit>intere@ted  ta-'lcs  of  a  Mexican,  in  discjiriliiig  all  ideas  of  a  per- 
nnal  reward,  while  endeavoring  to  strengibcn  tbe  aclion  of  tbe  govemtneot,  aod. 
vitlinut  peeking  to  create  a  new  candidate  for  poliiicnl  bonore,  to  Birive  to  bave 
Mexico  continue,  witb  unanimity  of  will,  defending  the  cause  of  right,  gnicieJ 
>y  a  eolitary  intelligence — tbat  of  the  legitimate  govern  meat."  With  a  »nhae- 
|iieiit  mail,  towards  tbe  end  of  August,  I  received  b  further  co  mm  an 'Cation  from 
^efior  Prieto,  which  related  to  me  that  nDtwithatimdiug  bia  previous  impre^sione. 
t  is  now  apparent  to  him  thiit  the  government  did  nut  iuiend  to  bestow  upon 
ne  tbe  authorization ;  but  whether  or  nut,  I  should  receive  some  re«ponse  fmm 
^eflor  Juarez.  Vainly  I  awaited  its  receipt  by  the  next  mail  and  the  one  fl- 
awing. It  was  in  September,  and  my  anterior  correepoadcuce  had  incurred  nn 
nterruption.  J  waited  upon  Seiior  Romero,  the  Uesicau  amboasador  near  the 
;ovemmenl  of  the  United  Stales,  and  inquired  uliether  any  communicalion  bad 
:i)mc  through  liis  handa  for  me  from  tbe  goverunient  of  the  tloiican  repoblie, 
ind  lie  answered  io  the  negative. 

I  com)irehended  from  all  this  that  SeQor  Juarez  never  would  answer  me,  nor 
lid  ever  intend  so  to  do.  He  believed  that  had  I  received  any  Bucb  document 
t  would  bave  served  to  refute  the  fallacies  upon  which  are  Wed  tbe  decrees  of 
he  Stb  of  November ;  which  said  documeuts,  I  verily  believe,  were  at  tbat  vcif 
ime  in  course  of  fabrication  at  the  paper  mill  uf  the  minister,  Tej.ida.  1  cam- 
irehended,  moreover,  that  these  negotiations  were  being  carried  on  witb  the  sale 
lim  of  detaining  me  in  the  United  States,  bo  that  by  putiing  in  play  tbe  jug- 
glery of  bad  faitb,  it  would  be  impassible  for  me  to  return  to  Mexico  before  tbe 
irst  day  of  December. 

It  would  be  futile  ta  vindicate  my  conduct  to  ray  feltow-cittiens  as  agaiaetthe 
iharges  promulgated  in  these  decrees,  for  a  critical  examination  of  tbem,  throogb 
lie  impai'tial  light  of  reason  and  philosophy,  renders  tach  an  explaualioa  unae- 
lessary.  These  same  decrees  declare  illegally  "  that  there  exists  cause  to  pra- 
:eed  against  me,"  and  add  most  falsely  "  that  I  abandoned  voluntarily  the  office 
if  president  of  tbe  supreme  court  of  justice,  and  that,  holding  the  positioa  of 
reneral  in  tbe  army,  I  went  to  reside  permanently  in  a  foreign  land  during  tbe 
-oniinuance  of  hostilities,  without  license  from  the  government,  and  tbereio 
ibandoned  the  army,  its  standard,  and  tbe  cause  of  the  republic ;"  white  in  those 
«ime  decrees,  I  repeat,  whirein  Senor  Don  benito  Juarez  dedaree  himself  Pr«- 
deut  of  the  rcpnblie,  he  likewise  declares  that  neither  tbe  com  tit  uti  dual  pre«i- 
icnt  of  the  eupreroe  court,  nor  the  Pret>ideut  named  by  tbe  constitution,  shall 
;nter  upon  tbe  functions  of  their  office.  This  is  the  sole  and  simple  object  whicli 
iictated  the  promulgation  of  these  decreej. 

If  I  had  acted  as  Senors  •luaieE  and  Lerdo  have  acted,  trampling  under  foot 
republican  principles,  outraging  constitutional  order,  violating  the  solemn  obli- 
gations of  an  oath  assumed  li>r  tbe  welfare  of  the  people,  1  would  bave  doM 
iH'tter  to  imitate  tbe  coup  d'etat  of  Comonfurt,  alleging  as  a  pretexti  as  bu 
jv<r  been  alleged,  tbe  salvation  of  Mexico ;  for  the  scandal  would  have  been 
ibc  same,  tbe  lack  of  loyalty  to  the  people  the  same,  and  the  political  rynlu 
the  same.  A  single  diB'ereuce  might  be  detected  :  in  the  coup  d'etat  at  Co- 
monfort  there  was  but  little  fmnkuess  and  civil  valor ;  in  Uiat  of  the  Stb  of 
November  even  these  qualities  were  itantiug,  as  in  tbeir  stead  wei«  eubstitated 
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wnrds  and  Bophisms,  vhicfa,  althongh  ioanlting  to  popular  intelligancs.  fnil  to 
deccivfl  tbe  people. 

I  Abandoned  the  standnTds  of  the  array  and  tlie  ciu^e  of  the  repnblic,  Riy 
Senore  Juarez  and  Jjcrdo— in  other  words,  that  I  lietriiyed  my  trust.  And  r.liis 
ia  pet  forth  in  a  docnment  wherein  they  betray  their  own.  t!ie  gravest  trust  which 
cnald  be  cummitted  to  mortal  man.  To  citenuace  thfir  own  t ran ii^rees ions 
tbey  confuse  me  individually  with  another  c^p:icity — that  of  the  perdiiu  pre- 
scribed by  law  to  succeed  Ui  exercise  "f  ihe  eupn^me  power.  I  to  abandon  the 
standard  of  the  army  and  the  canse  of  the  repnblic  !  Cxd  it  be  iiniizincd  thnt 
an  bumble  citizen,  called  by  the  will  of  the  people  lo  as^iim?  a  pogiiintt  of  tli'^ 
lii^licet  dignity,  and  that  without  intrigue  and  solicitntion  on  hi«  p:irt,  would 
voluntarily  depart  from  tlie  rules  of  honor  and  decency !  Can  it  be  iinngin^d 
that  an  humble  citizen,  freely  assuming  bia  place  among  the  ranka  of  tlie  na- 
tion's defenders,  diadaining  the  joys  and  pleasures  of  a  peaceful  lienrlbside, 
contemning  the  Insuriee  of  a  home  iind  tlie  flatteries  of  a  aociiil  poitition  lo 
EtTDggle  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  order,  would  voluntarily  abandon  the  prin- 
ciple of  honor  which  called  him  into  being  oa  a  BoMit-r  1 

What  man  would  desert  the  executive  chair  oa  governor  of  a  State  T  What 
man,  already  honored  through  the  nation's  voiCe  with  the  high  dignity  of  pretit- 
dent  nf  one  of  the  supreme  powers  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  would  fp> 
forth  to  battle  against  foreign  invaders  of  his  country,  would  defend  the  wnlla 
of  a  city  wherein  he  was  taken  prisoner  while  defending  his  flag,  and  at  the  last 
hour  abandon  the  cause  of  duly  aud  honor  ?  What  man,  escaping  from  a  dun- 
geon and  liberated  through  honorable  means,  would  offer  his  sword  and  his 
patrimony  to  ihe  service  of  bis  country,  would  contend  againat  intrigues  and 
difficulties,  would  levy  forces  ofier  forces  to  hurl  agninst  the  invadcra  wherever 
tliey  appeared,  and  in  the  hour  of  national  trial  basely  desert  the  army,  its 
standard,  and  the  cause  of  the  republic?  How  can  it  be  pretended  that  I  lied, 
abandoning  the  presidency  of  the  court,  when  I  was  travelling  for  tbe  good  of 
the  country,  with  the  license  of  and  a  pasaport  from  the  government  ?  When 
in  that  license  and  paasport  there  had  been  committed  to  me  no  trust  to  fulfil, 
no  duty  imposed  wherein  I  could  make  default,  was  it  a  crime  to  initmate  to 
the  government  that  in  the  poaitiou  in  which  1  found  myself  I  could  do  much, 
very  mucfa,  towards  the  salvation  of  your  and  my  native  laud  1  Was  it  a  crime 
to  reiterate,  t'me  after  time,  that  my  i>erson  waa  subject  to  its  orders,  so  that 
my  services  coiild  be  rendered  useful  to  the  eommon  weal,  and  all  this  without 
having  been  favored  with  a  response  to  the  epiatle  I  sent  it  ? 

In  what  did  I  neglect  my  duty  as  a  Mexican  7  Wherein,  yielding  to  the 
emergencies  of  my  position  in  a  foreign  country,  did  I  make  default  in  any 
order,  when  leaviug  all  projects  I  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  government  1 
When  the  government  received  my  despatch  it  should  have  answered  fr.inkly 
and  openly  that  the  coontry  had  no  need  of  my  services  abroad,  and  iudicated 
to  me  the  route  I  should. take  to  return  homeward.  Had  that  been  done  it 
would  have  been  nearer  the  truth  when  it  declared  to  the  nation  that  I  remained 
abroad  permanently,  although  neither  before  nor  after  did  I  receive  the  least  in ti- 
matian  that  my  preiience  was  necessary  upon  Mexican  soil.  Is  not  an  imputa- 
tion of  this  nature  a  pure  calumny  1  Is  it  worthy  the  dignity  of  the  govern- 
ment ?  Will  such  weak  inventions,  to  he  detected  by  those  unversed  in  politi- 
cal matters,  satisfy  an  accusatioa  in  the  eyes  of  a  people  acquainted  with  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  law  1  Can  any  man  fail  lo  perceive  in  the  de- 
crees and  the  circular  which  attempted  to  divest  me  of  the  responsihility  and 
functions  of  the  president  of  the  court,  and  nominated  another  in  my  stead,  a 
declaration  that  neiiber  I  nor  he  could  ancceed  to  the  supreme  power  aa  pro- 
vided for  ia  tbe  constitution  ?  Who  fails  to  perceive,  I  repeat,  that  all  these 
documents  have  a  single  object,  a  single  aim — that  of  perpetuating  power  ia 
the  hands  of  those  isauing  them  1     If  my  presence  was  necessary,  oa  Senora 
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Juarez  and  Lerdo  would  Iiave  ua  nnderBtand,  U>  prevent  the  State  from  bnnf; 
wittiout  a  bead,  why  concede  a  license  for  an  indefinite  period  of  time,  «n<i 
which,  from  its  literal  interpretation,  enlFered  nie  to  traveise  seas  and  to  joarney 
to  foreign  l.mds  I  If  emergencies  unknown  at  tbe  time  of  granting  the  license 
occurred  aubsequeotly,  why  was  I  not  recalled  1  It  is  obI^  in  frank  and  tniili- 
ful  actions  tUac  a  loyal  government  can  account  for  tlie  trust  committed  to  it  by 
the  popular  will  If,  as  hae  been  pretended,  the  independence  of  Mexico  re- 
quired exercise  of  all  Iiuman  energies;  if  to  its  cause  all  other  iatere^ts  should 
have  been  made  subordinate,  wliy  was  denied  me  the  authorization  1  desired, 
through  which,  in  a  fon-ign  land,  I  might  have  proved  of  advantage  to  Mexico? 
It  was  because  it  was  feared  that  I  might  acquire  influence,  which  did  not  suit 
tbe  interest  of  others ;  ill  disguised  as  it  is,  the  fact  is  true. 

To  what  other  cause  can  this  he  attributed  ?  Was  it  because  the  govwnmeni 
bad  need  of  my  services  to  take  the  head  of  affairs,  should  a  vacancy  occur,  or 
was  it  to  fulfil  my  judicial  functinns  1  It  will  be  seen  that  the  court  had  never 
ABsembled,  for  it  was  impossible  for  it  to  do  so  ;  it  will  be  seen,  moreover,  ihit 
I  had  a  license  and  passport  to  leave  the  seat  of  guvernntent  and  traverse  terri- 
tories and  seas  to  a  foreign  country.  Was  it  because  the  government  cooceired 
it  necefsary  to  intrust  to  me  some  commiseinn  of  oatitmal  utility  I  It  will  be 
seen  that  I  had  no  employment  at  Chihuahua,  nor  when  1  quitted  that  place. 
Was  it  because  the  government  had  not  received  my  letter  I  It  is  proven  that 
the  letter  was  received,  as  well  by  the  testimony  of  Seior  Prieto  as  by  that  M 
numhers  of  other  respectable  citizens  of  Obibaahua.  Was  it  liecaase  there  wai 
lacking  iu  me  aptitude,  representative  ability,  or  national  confidence  i  I'u^ibly 
I  may  have  been  wanting  in  the  first,  and  confesa  it  ingenuoualy  and  in  nil 
modesty,  but  perchance  the  deficiency  was  nut  perceived  when  statea,  governor), 
and  tbe  people  have  honored  me  with  evidences  of  their  confidence  in  my  rep- 
resentative ability. 

There  can  be  wanting  neither  representative  ability  nor  national  confidenceifl 
a  man  who  has  been  elected  deputy  to  the  constituent  congress  of  Zacatecu 
and  tbe  federal  union  ;  to  one  who  has  acted  officially  ae  minister  of  war;  in 
one  who  bas  been  elected,  by  popular  suffrage,  governor  of  one  of  the  principil 
States  of  tbe  republic;  to  one  upon  whom  has  been  bestowed,  by  tbe  Genw»l 
Don  Santos  Degollado,  the  moat  ample  func^ona  for  the  military  command  ol 
the  States  of  San  Luis  Fotusi,  Uurango,  Aguas  Calientes,  and  Zidatecat ;  to  one 
who,  a  little  while  thereafter,  had  been  appointed  general-in -chief  of  the  fedenl 
army  of  tbe  republic,  and  charged  with  extraordinary  powers  for  finance  uid 
war  J  to  one  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  defioite  triumph  of  reform  and 
legal  order;  to  one  who  has  received,  during  this  emergency,  the  military  com- 
mand of  the  States  of  San  Luis,  Aguas  Calientes,  Zicatecaa,  and  TamaulipiS 
with  extraordinary  powers  for  war  and  finance  in  the  three  last,  together  with 
every  branch  of  administration  for  the  government  of  the  former ;  to  one  unl" 
whom  has  been  confided  tbe  command- in -chief  of  the  army  of  the  eiut.  aud 
invested  with  the  full  authority  necessary  to  govern  the  States  of  Puebla,  Vim 
Cmz,  and  Tlaxcala;  to  one  to  whom  the  popular  vote  has  conferred  the  presi- 
dency of  the  supreme  court  of  justice;  to  one  upon  whom  tbe  popular  v(Hc«liU 
concentrated  as  among  the  candidates  for  the  presidency  of  the  republic.  Nu; 
against  a  man  who  has  been  intrusted  with  all  these  dignities  cannot  bo  charged 
lack  of  representative  ability  or  national  confidence — which  cannot  rationally  be 
expected  in  a  stronger  who  holds  in  this  country  neither  position  nor  family, 
and  to  whom  the  welfare  of  Mexico  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference. 

It  was  daring  September  that  I  prepared  to  leave  New  York  for  Mexicn 
when  1  was  detained  by  an  order  for  my  arrest  upon  civil  process,  as  was  noted 
by  the  newspapers  at  tbe  time. 

I  believed  that  the  order  would  have  been  disposed  of  briefly  on  account  ol 
tbe  manifest  injustice  of  the  claim,  which  was  decided  afterwards  as  anjim  «e- 
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MTcIing  to  tlic  Irgialaiion  nf  this  country.  I  prensed  tlie  mutler  forward,  but  il 
was  retarded  by  the  intricaoiee  of  the  law,  exerted  to  my  disadvantage.  The 
hand  of  intrigue  put  in  motion  all  the  springs  to  obtain  tfiat  object,  aseiatrd  by 
that  of  treason.  AH  concluded,  finally,  through  the  honesty  and  impartinlity 
of  the  judges,  who  diamiesed  the  complaint  on  the  3d  day  of  November,  when 
the  order  waa  revoked.  The  latest  letters  received  in  New  York  from  Kl  P.om 
del  Norte  intimated  that  the  government  was  to  remove  to  the  frontier  post  of 
Hedraa  Negraa.  Thither  I  proceeded,  and  there  received  notice  that  Seilor 
Jaarez  had  retrograded  to  Chibnahna^  as  the  French  had  evacuated  that  city. 
At  tbe  eame  time  I  received  some  vague  intelligence  concerning  the  decrees  and 
circolars  of  the  8th  of  November. 

While  in  Piedras  JTegras  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Don  Andreas  S.  Viezea, 
invited  him  to  an  interview,  and  awaited  his  coming  upon  this  side  of  the  river, 
at  Kagle  Pass.  Serior  Viezcn  was  a  chivalric,  honorable,  and  intelligent  man, 
and,  I  believe  it  nseless  lo  add,  appointed  governor  and  military  csmmander  of 
the  State  of  Coahitila  by  Don  Benito  Juarez,  by  virtue  of  the  extraordinaij- 
powers  conferred  upon  him. 

Senor  Viezca  presented  himself  at  the  conference,  and  alluded  to  the  circular 
and  decrees  1  have  mentioned,  and  desired  to  learn,  in  his  official  capacity, 
which  he  held  on  behalf  of  tbe  nation,  in  what  light  I  regarded  the  circular  and 
decrees  of  the  8th  of  November.  I  replied  that  for  my  part  I  did  not  come  to 
distnrb  public  order ;  that  I  travelled  alone  and  incognifo,  having  refused  the 
forces  tendered  me  by  my  friends,  as  well  as  the  use  of  orders  and  recommenda- 
tioDE  from  most  distingnished  persons  in  the  United  States,  who  had  offered  me 
au  escort  while  upon  American  territory;  that  I  desired  Mexico  to  regard  an 
exhibition  of  this  nature  as  a  testimony  of  its  political  advancement  in  the  repub- 
lican system ;  that  I  would  present  myself  with  no  other  forces  than  my  own 
support;  without  other  title  than  that  given  by  the  law;  and  trusted  that  Seuor 
Juarez  would  deliver  over  to  me  the  supreme  power,  for  no  other  reasons  than 
those  assigned  by  the  provisions  imposed  upon  him  by  that  same  law. 

To  the  honor  of  Mexico  be  it  said  that  it  had  already  witnessed  a  spectacle  of 
ihiR  character  when  a  victorious  army,  flushed  with  success,  celled  Don  Benito 
Jaarez,  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  to  the  presidential  chair, 
which  he  acquired  through  no  other  title  than  that  given  him  by  the  law,  the 
fame  as  tbe  republic  confers  upon  other  citizens.  Senor  Viezca  stated  to  me 
that  he  had  no  desire  to  enter  upon  an  official  conference,  neither  would  he  touch 
upon  the  question  of  legality;  he  would  only  say  to  me  that  he  had  received  an 
order,  decree,  or  circular,  to  warrant  my  arrest,  which  had,  as  he  said,  been 
iivned  by  the  government  of  Don  Benito  Juarez  within  appropriate  time — that 
is  to  say,  during  the  month  of  November;  that  ho  was  disposed  to  obey  the 
Kummona  and  to  mtke  the  arrest.  His  secretary  added,  "not  only  to  make  the 
arrest,  but  to  cause  me  to  be  shot" 

I  replied  to  Senor  Viezca  that;  it  was  necessary  to  terminate,  in  a  decorous 
and  dignified  manner,  a  quettioi^  so  deeply  affecting  the  interests  of  Mexico ; 
that  it  was  requisite  that  he  shonM  allow  me  to  pass  through  the  State  he 
governed,  thence  to  travel  to  OUthuahuo,  with  the  ^m  of  seeking  an  interview 
with  Benito  Juarez,  so  that  I  might  demonstrate  to  him  by  word  of  mouth  the 
evils  which  he  would  cause  the  iiation,  should  he  persist  in  the  course  he  had 
taken,  or  whether  he  could  not  remedy  the  error  he  had  committed.  I  told  him, 
finally,  that  if  he  would  assume  the  responsibility  of  the  step  I  indicated,  I 
would  cross  the  river  and  place  myself  within  the  State  of  Coahuila,  aud  not 
upon  foreign  territory,  where  he  would  he  at  liberty  to  arrest  me,  dispose  of  my 
person,  or  take  me  prisoner  to  Chihuahua,  so  that  I  might  demonstrate  to  the 
nation  that  I  comprehend  my  duly  and  would  comply  with  It. 

Senor  Viezca  refused  to  accede  to  my  proposition,  but  indicated  to  mc  that  I 
might  {MM  through  Chihuahua  by  the  plains  of  Texas.  (^  (^t^n]^ 
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1u  fact,  there  had  been  iasncd  an  order,  decree,  or  circulftr  by  tlio  ^vmiiMiu, 
the  exact  form  i>f  which  liad  escaped  me,  but  wboae contents  I  remember, autboc- 
iz'Dg  tbe  nrreet  of  thoee  eojouming  in  &  forei^  hud  without  apeoial  leave  from 
tlie  govenimeat,  and  those  who  were  living  abroad  by  leave  Jrom  laxtl  gor.tn- 
ment  given  to  traverie  ihe  foreign  lerritories.  Thia  order,  decree,  or  circuUt  kti 
for  its  object  my  person,  and,  although  nnjust,  it  was  legal  on  a  certain  point, for 
the  convenience  of  tbe  government  de  Jitclo,  but  at  the  same  time  genenl.  A 
mnltitnde  of  leaders  and  officialH  had  pieviousl^  abandnned  the  govemmcDt  in 
Chihuahua  after  rendering  long  flcrvicea.  without  resources,  but  with  hearU filled 
with  laitli,  at  tbe  advance  of  tbe  French  troops  towards  that  city,  which  tbey 
deserted  to  go  across  foreign  territory,  and  thence  to  return  to  the  conntrj  to 
continue  the  struggle  for  independence.  Others  bad  eiiEFered  privations  on  tbe 
frontiers  of  Mexico,  after  fighting  with  bravery;  others  again  went  involuntuilj 
into  foreign  countries,  cither  to  cure  their  wounds  or  to  gather  fresh  strength  to 
coQtinne  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberty. 

With  ample  concurrence  of  the  government,  many  of  tbe  roost  in6ueiiiii(t  men 
of  tbe  country  had  gone  to  foreign  territories;  notably,  General  Don  l*l»cido 
Vega,  who  held  a  commission,  I  believe;  General  Don  Pedro  Ogazoo,  Geoenl 
Don  Manuel  D  obi  ado,  General  Don  Felipe  B.  BerrioEkhal,  who  extorted  a  put- 
port  to  reside  in  a  foreign  country,  and  many  others  of  more  or  less  iuflaenw 
some  witli  passports  and  others  expelled,  nr  forced  out  by  tbe  govemmeot.  A 
general  who  bad  lost  bis  army,  raised  by  his  individual  cffotta,  and  could  bare 
raised  more  bad  be  not  been  beneath  tbe  ban  of  the  government,  did  not  declare 
that  he  vent  forth  to  engross  the  files  of  tretuou,  neither  was  be  exiled  to  h  for- 
eign land,  but  fnrccd  thither  by  more  efficacious  moans.  In  place  ol' giving  liim 
troops,  for  the  government  had  none,  or  tbe  means  of  raising  and  oi^auiiing 
tbem,  it  placed  him  in  a  humiliating  and  undignified  position,  to  which  ihc  gor- 
eramcnt  contributed  from  its  seat,  succeasfully  erected  in  city  after  city.  Tbif 
conduct  resulted  in  weak  njen,  without  restraint  upon  their  pnaaions,  aagmeot- 
ing  tbe  catalogue  of  traitors,  both  oe  military  men  and  politicuini>,  while  othen 
of  the  refugees  went  forth  into  foreign  lands,  protesting  to  the  thinking  world 
against  the  invaders  of  their  country,  and  against  the  government,  whose  ialb^ 
cility  rendered  it  responsible  for  these  shameful  disorders. 

I  bad  frequently  spoken  to  SeSor  Juarez  aa  to  tbe  bad  impression  caused  by 
Ibis  exode  of  influential  persons,  and  prayed  him  to  put  a  stop  to  it  ia  the  tnaH 
determined  manner.  At  that  time  General  DobUdo  and  Colonel  Rincon  Galkidix 
both  governora  of  the  State  of  Guanajuai«,  quilled  Monterey.  But  be  did  uoi 
decree  at  that  time  against  the  evil,  as  be  has  now  done,  when  his  object  i^  l" 
entrap  aij  person. 

Placing  my  hand  upon  my  heart  I  have  inscribed  this  manifesto,  and  hsn' 
asked  myself  many  times,  has  it  not  been  done  for  tbe  beat  interests  of  Mexico, 
my  place  of  nativity,  tbe  receptacle  of  the  ashes  of  my  forefalliera,  wbrtcin  ^ 
preserved  all  I  bold  most  dear  and  sacred,  memory  of  my  past  and  present,  tsi 
ore  not  my  conclusions  justifiable  ?  My  conscience  answers  in  tbe  affitnutiit. 
1  have  defended  the  government  of  Juarez  with  tbe  loyalty  of  a  gentleman,  *itl> 
my  sword  and  my  voice,  for  six  or  seven  years;  I  have  eanc:ianed  it  witb  m; 
signature;  I  reverenced  it  as  that  of  my  native  land,  while  loyally  supporin^ 
tbe  standard  of  tbe  law,  the  palladium  of  public  rights;  but  I  do  not  honor  ihoe^ 
eof  thi - 


who  make  a  burlesque  of  their  fellow-citizens,  who  break  through  tlie  oblig)- 
tiona  of  tlieir  oaths,  who  betray  the  law,  be  they  culled  either  Oomonfort  or 
Juarez.  I  neither  honor,  nor  will  I  everbonor,  those  who  dishonor  my  connlrf- 
who  have  made  it  a  acofi'  to  tbe  world,  asserting  through  example  that  MexicD 
baa  no  laws  which  cannot  be  trampled  down  at  the  will  of  a  maadarin.altbKngli 
at  this  very  time  Mexico  is -deluged  with  the  blood  of  her  children,  in  defmec 
of  lliu  banner  of  law  and  order. 

I  have  been  one  of  the  chieftaina  of  the  people.     I  hare  n&ed  Um 
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men  to  go  forth  intd  battle  for  the  principle  of  legal  order  against  one  of  tbe 
most  powerful  nations  of  the  earth ;  I  have  seen  the  blood  of  ray  couDtryraen 
wet  the  eoil  of  their  birth  ;  1  have  seen  the  reating-placee  of  the  dead  desecrated, 
oar  towns  and  eiliee  pillofred  and  burned,  and  all  this  in  defence  of  that  principle. 
I  h&ve,  therefore,  a  doable  duty  which  my  conscience  dictates,  in  view  of  theee 
ntuneroDB  and  sanguinary  sacrifices. 

I  have  not  heaped  apon  the  government  useless  or  unneceBSary  charges,  dic- 
tated by  a  personal  sentiment.  Tbe  pablic  is  my  judge,  befoio  whom  my  writings 
will  be  exposed,  when  the  heat  and  anger  of  paeaion  have  passed  away.  I  have 
defended  Uw  and  order  because  it  was  my  duty;  if  others  have  been  remiss  in 
tlieir  dnty,  it  has  been  no  crime  of  mine  to  remain  silent.  I  have  defended  my 
person,  not  as  an  indivdnal,  but  aa  an  officer  charged  by  the  public  will  with 
the  salvalion  of  a  principle.  I  have  retraced  at  length  the  errors  committed  by 
the  government,  and  for  its  personal  motives,  but  not  until  that  government  bas 
conaommated  an  official  act  which  tends  to  destroy  the  law  in  the  place  of  pre- 
serving it.  I  have  protested  againat  this  act,  that  the  people  shall  learn  the 
errofu  of  past  and  present  government,  bo  as  to  draw  their  conclusions  from  ex- 
perience gained  by  the  nation  during  a  brief  but  melancholy  apprenticeship. 

I  have  no  desire  to  tamish  the  glory  of  my  country.  Glory,  indeed,  l^elongs 
to  ■  nation  which  has  maintained  a  four  years'  struggle  with  a  powerful  enemy, 
who  has  used  every  endeavor  to  divide  its  defenders  and  maintain  a.  ceaseless 
combaL  Glory,  indeed,  belongs  to  a  nation,  not  one  of  whose  States,  towns,  or 
cities  has  given  adherence  to  intervention  unless  benealb  presence  of  foreign 
bayonets.  Olory,  indeed,  to  a  nation  who  has  preserved  its  cities,  ever  open  to 
the  access  of  the  authorities,  even  if  they  do  not  come  at  the  cannon's  month, 
hnt  in  the  name  of  the  law.  Glory  to  a  nation  who,  having  lost  its  anny,  with- 
out moneys,  stores,  or  material,  improviaes  bands  after  bands  to  rally  around  the 
standard  of  indo.pendence — of  heroes,  bom  with  the  emergency,  springing  from 
the  bosom  of  the  people  and  willing  to  lay  down  their  lives  in  a  martyrdom  for 
liberty. 

N^tfacr  have  I  tarnished  the  glory  of  Seiior  Juares,  who  baa  himself  destroyed 
rl.  and  with  it  bis  previous  good  fame.  His  glory  was  that  of  a  governor  who 
should  have  placed  binmelf  at  the  head  of  his  legions  to  show  to  his  fellow-citi- 
cens,  by  his  own  example,  how  to  defend  the  independence  of  the  country  or 
perish  in  the  attempt. 

But  he  exMvised  no  judiciousness  in  theselectionof  persons,  for  we  have  seen 
generals  in  a  foreign  land,  who  had  served  loyally  and  patriotically,  remain 
without  their  services  being  rendered  useful  to  the  coimtry,  as  well  as  thoHO  who 
had  filled  high  official  pnaitions.  We  have  seen  governors,  who  had  faithfully 
performed  the  functions  of  their  office,  superseded  by  others  of  bis  creation; 
moreover,  we  have  seen  generals,  ministers,  and  governors,  named  by  him,  de> 
serting  to  the  cause  of  treason.  The  glory  of  Benito  Juares  was  derived  from 
tlie  democracy,  which  ever  progresses  with  reform  and  liberty — from  that  govern* 
ment  of  the  people  which  takes  tbe  Uw  as  its  guarantee. 

If,  then,  Benor  Juarez  has  tarnished  his  own  glory  by  following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  men  travelling  on  the  wrong  road  before  him,  £  am  not  the  only  Mexican 
who  haa  involnntarily  obeyed  tbe  instinct  of  duty  and  narrated  that  which  the 
government  has  done  by  its  own  acts.  Nevertheless,  the  glory  of  Mexico  re- 
mains immaculate,  for  it  cannot  be  stained  by  the  errors  of  a  man,  nor  decried 
by  the  intrigues  of  otheis. 

Mexicans,  1  believe  that  I  have  fulfilled  the  obligations  I  contracted  with 
yon.  1  believe  I  have  done  so  during  this  solemn  trial  of  the  country,  when 
prudence  should  dictate  contuiiation  with  those  remedies  required  to  rectify  in- 
fraction of  the  law. 

Fellow-dtizens,  believe  me  I  speak  from  my  heart.  If  the  salvation  of  onr 
conunon  country  demands  as  a  flicrifice  on  my  part  that  I  shall  never  again  tread 
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the  blooming  turf  of  my  aative  laud,  nor  breathe  the  balmj  air  of  iu  muinj 
clime,  and  no  loi^r  defeud  in  your  midst  our  nation'^  banner,  cheerfnlly  will  1 
submit  to  the  sacrifice,  aud  seek  a  death-spot  in  some  foreig^a  land.  But  if,  on 
the  contrary,  you  believe  that  the  cause  of  law  and  order  has  need  of  my  pret- 
ence a*  a  niilying  point,  if  you  believe  that  my  coming  to  Mexico  will  diuipatf 
the  evil  consequences  inflicted  upon  it  by  tbe  government,  I  am  yours  thnngh 
the  convictions  of  honor  and  duty.  Act  with  circumspection,  and  whatever  yaa 
do,  let  it  be  to  reclaim  tbc  honor  of  Mexico,  and  you  will  work  out  its  aalvatioii. 
JESUS  G.  ORTEGA. 
Sam  Antonio  db  Bexar,  Deenaber  26,  1865. 
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Circular. 

On  account  of  the  decrees  communicated  to  yon  on  the  8th  November  lut. 
one  in  relation  to  the  extension  of  tbe  term  of  ofiico  of  the  President,  ^reeably 
to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  provisiouB  of  tbc  constitution,  as  long  as  war  pre- 
vents a  new  election,  and  the  other  touching  the  reBponsibilitics  of  Qenenl 
Jesns  Gonzalez  Ortega,  he  has  oddreased  a  protest  to  the  undersigned  and  ■ 
manifest  to  the  nation.  Tbe  protest  is  dated  at  lilagle  Pass,  in  the  State  o( 
Texas,  the  Slst  of  December,  aud  the  manifest  ia  published  at  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  in  tbe  United  States  of  America,  on  the  ZGth  of  tbe  same  month.  GenenI 
Ortega  was  liviog  in  that  country  at  the  time,  and  had  been  there  for  a  year, 
without  a  commission  or  license  from  the  government,  while  all  good  citisens  of 
tbe  republic  were  fighting  for  its  independence  and  its  institutions  against  foreign 
invasion.  I  have  not  received  tbe  protest,  but  have  seen  printed  copies  of  it 
and  the  manifest  in  tbe  hands  of  private  individuals.  I  will  not  wait  to  leeeire 
the  protest  in  order  to  notice  it,  for,  in  October,  1S63,  GenenI  Gomonfort,  then 
minister  of  war  in  San  Luis  Potosi,  wishing  to  correct  some  errors  in  a  printed 
document  published  as  an  official  report  of  military  operations  at  Puebla,  wailed 
some  dayB,*during  which  time  be  was  killed  by  the  enemy,  and  the  despatch  vu 
published  some  time  after  by  General  Ortega,  in  Zacatecas,  addressed  to  the 
minister  of  war,  and  it  was  never  received  by  tbe  government. 

General  Ortega  could  not  refute  the  principles  of  the  decree  and  accompanyiag 
circular  iu  his  protest  and  manifest.  He  pretended  they  were  not  worth  no- 
ticing, and  only  said  he  wanted  "to  give  the  nation  the  sense  of,  and  a  com- 
mentary upon,  our  constilntional  law  ;"  and  added:  "Whenever  legal  prinu- 
pies  aud  solid  reasons  are  wanting,  we  must  use  any  other  aignments  to  support 
onr  cause."  General  Ortega  certainly  did  not  wish  to  examine  the  subject  io^- 
cally ;  be  only  wnutcd  to  evade  investigation,  and  bo  pretended  to  assert  tbii 
tbe  legal  principles  and  precepts  of  the  constitution  were  at  variance  with  our 
constitutional  law. 

'  Avoiding  a  proper  discussion  of  the  subject,  he  continued :  "  I  now  bate  to 
treat  of  facts  atone."  That  means  be  perverted  the  precepts  of  the  conatitation. 
invented  precepts  it  did  not  contain  ;  concealed  some  facts  and  distorted  otbcn, 
inventing  many,  so  that  his  manifest  might  appear  a  plusible  docnmenl,  Mli«' 
factory  to  liis  revenge,  when,  in  fact,  it  is  an  infamous  libel,  full  of  calamay  and 
vituperation. 

The  sole  object  of  this  circular  is  to  correct  what  General  Ortega  said  abonl 
public  acts,  wbicb  be  misrepresented ;  and  from  it  may  bo  gathered  wbst  be 
would  write  in  his  manifest,  which  most  probably  ia  also  a  grots  libel  on  private 
acts  and  intentions.    Tbe  government  ought  not  to  descend  to  such  a  levdi  and 
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Ortega  has  di^groc^  himself  by  the  condeeceneion.    He  said  lie  would  not  con- 
test the  priDciplee  of  the  decrees,  hat  would  adhere  to  facts ;  yet,  knowing  this   . 
would  saUsfjr  nobody,  he  pretended  to  controvert,  indirectly,  a  few  of  the  pre- 
cepts in  his  manifest,  but  did  not  allude  to  the  first  decree. 

On  the  30th  of  November,  18C4,  General  Ortega,  then  iu  (Jhihuohua,  de- 
manded the  government  of  the  President.  He  alleged  that,  in  case  of  an  extra 
election,  article  80  of  the  constitution  said :  "The  President  will  perform  his 
functions  until  the  last  day  of  November  of  the  fourth  year  from  the  time  of 
his  election."  According  to  that,  a  President  elected  in  1861,  and  taking  his 
deat  on  the  12th  of  July  of  that  year,  Ortega  seems  to  think  that  1S64  will 
make  the  fourth  year  after  the  clrction. 

Among  other  ailments  used  to  him  at  that  timt^,  1  ttdd  him,  that  as  a  year 
could  not  follow  itself,  it  was  evident  that  1862  was  the  year  to  follow  1861, 
and  1864  cculd  not  be  the  fourth  following,  but  tbc  third,  so  that  tbo  presiden- 
tial term  would  close  on  the  SOth  of  November,  166d,  by  the  literal  teaor<of 
article  80  of  the  const!  tntioo. 

General  Ortega  quoted  the  same  words  in  his  manifest  as  a  contradiction  to 
the  government  when  it  extended  the  presidential  term.  Without  contesting 
the  motires  for  this,  he  tries  to  make  the  declaratiou  of  the  presidential  term 
and  its  continuation  as  opposed  in  principle  to  each  other,  when  he  does  not 
regard  the  difference  of  circumstances — that  war  prevented  a  constitutional 
election. 

The  simple  meaning  of  the  words  refutes  hie  argnment.  The  extension  of 
the  presidential  term  was  beyond  the  ordinary  close  of  it ;  presuming,  of  course, 
an  official  ending,  otherwise  the  functions  could  not  be  prolonged.  The  decree 
of  the  SOth  of  November,  1864,  stating  the  duration  of  the  office,  00  far  from 
prohibiting  an  extension  of  the  term  of  office,  provided  for  the  case  in  which  it 
woald  be  necessary  and  expedient.  In  the  decree  it  was  expressly  stated, 
"  ^t  the  powers  and  authority  of  the  President  were  extended  beyond  the  con- 
ttitntioDal  term,  till  another  could  be  elected,  or  as  long  as  the  situation  caused 
by  the  forei^  war  prevented  an  election."  I  explained  in  the  decree  why  the 
extension  of  office  was  necessary ;  then  it  was  to  be  determined  what  was  to  be 
the  time  of  office.  The  government  could  not  anticipate  events  of  war,  and  so 
could  fix  no  time  for  a  new  presidentiat  election  ;  and  I  therefore  declared  the 
govemioeDt  reserved  its  opinion  in  regard  to  extension,  "  because  the  time  for 
elections  had  not  arrived,  nor  could  it  be  seen  when  the  war  would  allow  elec- 
lioas,  and  so  the  decree  was  proper  and  legal,  by  the  letler  and  spirit  of  oar  In- 
atitattons." 

General  Ortega  said  all  he  could  against  the  acts  of  the  government,  to  de- 
ceive those  who  had  not  read  the  resolution  of  the  30tb  November,  18G4,  and 
the  decree  of  tbe  8th  November,  1865  ;  but  he  cannot  deceive  the  intelligent, 
who  readily  perceive  tbe  spirit  of  his  manifest. 

He  knew  from  the  first  why  the  presidential  term  was  prolonged,  and  did  not 
pretend  to  protest  at  the  time,  nor  make  a  single  objection  to  it ;  neither  did  he 
demand  the  reins  of  government  on  that  occasion ;  on  the  contrary,  when  he 
did  petition  for  power,  he  knew  the  opinion  of  the  government  in  regard  to  tbe 
close  of  the  presidential  term,  and  he  promised  to  abide  by  the  decision  it  made. 
It  is  thos  shown  that  his  petition  was  a  mere  form  to  save  himself  from  respon- 
sibility. 

He  afterwards  said  the  time  was  out  already,  and  the  I'rcsident  had  not  an- 
other year  to  serve,  and  he  quoted  several  articles  of  the  constitution  to  support 
his  assertion,  saying,  "  our  political  pact  has  fixed  it  in  very  clear  precepts," 
and  added  ;  "  As  tbe  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  is  elected  by  the 
people,  the  only  sonrce  of  authority  among  us,  he  is  the  pervon  to  succeed  the 
chief  magistrate  in  the  exercise  of  his  thorny  and  difficult  duties,  m  case  he  is 
in  ddaull ;  and  he  also  says,  to  fulfil  this  honorable  duty,  he  would  wait  till  the 
1st  of  December,  if  other  reasons  did  not  compel  him  to  speak  before  that  day." 
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The  other  reasons  confridered  at  that  time  by  General  Ort^ft  as  above  tiie 
plain  precepts  of  the  constitntJon,  and  the  duty  imposed  npon  him  by  hU  haoor, 
the  law  and  the  national  vote,  were  to  remove  all  caose  of  discord.  "  to  re- 
move ills  that  might  happen  to  the  dishonor  of  the  country,  under  existing  Mt- 
comstances,  and  to  sectire  power,  if  possible,  in  the  hands  of  him  who  had  th« 
right  to  exercise  it."  Considering  the  reverses  and  misfortunes  of  the  repnb- 
lie.  General  Ortega's  last  thonght  is  fonnd  in  his  commaDication,  where  heeajr«: 

■■  If  Mexico  mast  fall  in  her  struggle  with  Fnmce  and  a  few  discontented 
sons,  let  her  fall  decently,  shrouded  in  her  flag,  and  not  leave  a  trace  at  suspi- 
cion that  her  fall  was  caused  by  discord  among  the  defenders  of  her  r%bti." 

In  November,  1864,  after  the  Majoma  disaster.,  the  government  had  to  mon 
to  Chihuahua,  because  intervention  seemed  successful  almost  everywhere.  There 
was  yet  no  opposition  made  to  it  abroad ;  and  st  home,  many  began  to  think 
they  wnnld  be  obliged  to  submit  to  it. 

In  December,  18G5.  those  of  little  faith  began  to  have  hopes  of  the  republic. 
The  civil  war  in  the  United  States  was  over ;  and  that  war  was  the  real  origio 
of  intervention.  It  was  Been  at  home  that  intervention  could  not  last  long,  be- 
cause it  wax  hnted  by  all  good  Mexicans,  even  those  who  had  pretended  to  ad- 
here to  it.  The  Htrnggles  of  the  last  ;^ear  bod  encoura^d  the  faint-hearted, 
and  the  number  of  the  heroic  defenders  of  the  republic  had  greatly  increaeed. 

In  Novt^mber,  1864,  General  Ortega  did  not  protest  ngainat  the  deeign  ni 
prolonging  the  presidential  term,  wliicb  was  made  known  to  him.  He  aaid,  si 
the  time,  that  tbe  reins  of  government  ought  to  be  given  up  to  him,  bot  be 
would  not  resist  if  it  was  decided  he  conid  not  hold  the  enpreme  power.  fi« 
said  the  law,  the  national  vote,  and  duty,  were  in  his  favor,  but  be  would  nnt 
insist,  because  it  might  bring  discord  into  the  republican  ranks.    Thus  he 

rke  to  tbe  President,  who,  be  a;iid,  "was  a  man  that  had  honorably  fulfilled 
precepts  of  the  law." 

He  next  declared  that  he  wished  to  battle  in  tbe  interior  of  tbe  repablic  sod 
asked  to  go  inland,  by  sea,  through  a  foreign  coantry.  Fermission  was  gives 
him  to  pass  through  a  foreign  country.  He  accepted  it  and  left.  Once  out  of 
the  republic,  he  remained  abroad  without  leave  or  commission. 

In  December,  1865,  General  Ortega  crossed  the  Mexican  border  and  pub- 
lished his  calumniating  protest  and  manifest  against  the  government.  He  re- 
mained two  months  in  the  United  States,  till  he  fonnd  the  defenders  of  the  repub- 
lic did  not  intend  to  support  him,  and  then  he  went  to  New  York  to  reside.  Ue 
had  already  resided  there  one  year,  without  leave  or  commission,  after  rengnin^ 
his  place  as  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  giving  up  his  rank  u 
general,  and  deserting  his  flag  and  the  cause  of  the  republic.  It  was  then 
decreed,  the  8th  November,  that  he  would  be  subject  to  trial  by  conrt-maitial 
when  be  returned  to  Mexico. 

General  Ortega  does  not  pretend  to  deny  that  he  was  away  without  lean, 
but  he  excuses  himself,  he  says,  in  a  private  letter  to  the  President,  the  8th  Uaj, 
]  665,  asking  for  some  commission  abroad. 

He  says  he  sent  the  letter  by  a  person  who  lived  in  Chihnahna,  and  got »« 
answers,  one  in  Angnet  and  one  by  the  following  mail,  from  the  bearer  of  tbt 
letter,  the  first  answer  encouraging  him  to  expect  some  commission  abroad,  and 
the  next  informing  him  he  would  get  nothing.  General  Ort^a  well  km*  tbr 
government  would  give  him  no  commission  abroad,  because  he  was  pre«deu(  <^ 
tbe  supreme  court,  and  might  succeed  to  the  presidency,  and  ongot  to  be  il 
home.  He  was  permitted  to  pass  through  a  foreign  country,  bat  not  to  reside 
in  it,  and  he  knew  the  government  was  well  represented  abroad. 

What  he  says  in  his  manifest  about  mail  delays  may  be  tme,  for  ^e  goreru- 
ment  was  very  basy  at  that  time,  on  account  of  General  Negr^a's  defeat  io 
OoafauiKNew  Leon,  and  Tamaulipas.     Brinconrt  was  advandt^oaCkibaabas 
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with  a  large  force,  &nd  it  was  necessary  to  watch  his  movemonW  iti  that  quar* 

The  President  had  to  leave  Chihuahua  on  the  5th  August  for  Paso  dol  Norte, 
and  aa  soon  as  he  reached  there  he  wrote  to  General  Ortega.  This  was  on  the 
7th  September.  He  did  not  write  sooner  because  business  prevented,  and  he 
did  so  then  from  mere  civility,  for  the  proper  answpr  to  his  letter  of  the  Stii  May 
WBB  given  by  its  bearer. 

General  Ortega  denies  having  received  the  Presirient's  nnswer,  but  says  he 
lieard  from  him  by  the  bearer  of  his  letter.  His  only  excuse  for  remaining 
away  is  in  his  said  letter,  where  he  asks  for  a  commission  to  allow  him  to  re- 
main abroad.  He  knew  very  well  he  could  not  obtain  such  a  commission, 
and  he  ought  to  hare  known  his  duty  better  than  to  nltef^p  mich  exciiai>)>.  The 
petition  waa  in  a  private  letter,  nnd  he  says  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
write  officially,  ihongh  he  did  m>  when  asking  leave  of  absence  from  the  re- 
public. 

Thie  is  one  of  the  many  contradictions  in  his  manifest.  In  another  place  he 
says  the  government  is  prejudiced  against  him,  and  wanted  to  tnm  him  out  of 
his  place  of  chief  justice  ;  that  all  sorts  of  opposition  was  made  to  his  advance- 
ment. One  of  these  is  his  commission,  given  the  30th  December,  1864,  to  fight 
the  enemy  in  the  interior  of  the  republic.  In  fact,  he  was  granted  more  than  he 
asked  ;  permission  was  given  to  him,  as  chief  justice  and  general,  to  qnit  the 
country  and  raise  forces  for  the  defence  of  the  good  cause.  It  waa  stipulated 
he  should  act  with  the  legitimate  -authorities,  and  not  independently,  as  waa 
right  and  customary,  and  he  did  not  seem  to  object  to  it.  The  general  continues 
his  enmulation  of  complaints  in  his  manifest.  He  says  :  ■■  The  government 
prohibited  me  from  defending  the  nation.  How  could  I  raise  forces  1  Where 
could  I  get  them  ?     What  means  had  I  7     Yet  I  did  not  despur,  bnt  I  waited." 

Did  he  think  to  defend  the  national  canse  by  leaving  the  country  and  askiug 
permission  to  reside  abroad  T  If  he  waa  not  satisticd  with  his  instructions,  why 
did  be  not  ask  a  modification  of  tbem  ?  BHt  he  goes  off,  and  then  pretends  he 
did  not  understand  them. 

General  Ortem  gives  two  meanings  to  the  commission  of  30th  December, 
1864 ;  one  is,  be  is  to  fight  the  enemy  inland  ;  the  other,  he  is  to  do  it  by  passing 
through  a  foreign  count^.  He  reque-sted  both,  and  his  subsequent  actions  show 
which  one  he  intended  to  adopt.  He  explains  this  in  his  manifest.  What  he 
wanted  was,  to  be  paid  to  stay  ciut  of  the  country  till  the  war  wss  over.  Thii 
is  evident  from  his  letter  of  the  Sth  Uay  to  the  President. 

What  he  Bays  of  prejudice  against  him  cannot  be  true,  since  all  these  favors 
were  granted  him  by  the  government.  If  he  thought  so,  as  he  says,  he  cer- 
tainly would  not  have  written  the  said  letter. 

As*  to  the  decree  that  he  should  be  judged  by  the  proper  laws  on  his  return 
to  the  republic  he  says  the  President  has  no  power  to  issue  such  a  decree.  But 
the  congress  conferred  upon  the  President  full  powers  to  do  whatever  congress 
itself  could  do  ;  therefore  he  has  power  to  determine  tlie  responsibility  of  public 
functionaries  and  their  dnties. 

In  General  Ortega's  case  the  government  has  actfd  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the-constitution.  By  article  105,  congress  has  the  right  to  depose  the 
chief  justice  and  have  him  tried  for  misdemeanor  by  a  competent  court.  The 
government  did  not  declare  Ortegn  guilty  ;  only  it  soid  ho  should  be  tried,  if  he 
returned.  About  his  staying  abroad,  the  government  only  said  just  what  con- 
gress might  have  said  by  article  104  of  the  constitution,  that  ho  was  amenable 
to  the  laws  of  his  country  for  staying  away  without  leave;  but  did  not  judge 
him  and  sentence  him,  as  he  has  asserted. 

The  only  restriction  congress  put  upon  the  executive,  when  endowing  him 
with  full  power,  was  to  forbid  any  contravention  of  the  constitution.  Thie  was 
to  prevent  any  irregular  proceeding  against  any  public  functionary.     The  gov- 
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erament  could  no  more  violate  the  articles  of  tbe  constituliun  than  coagteM 
could,  and  in  this  caec  do  proviBion  of  the  coDStitatioa  is  violated. 

It  would  be  an  inconceivable  abanrdity  to  suppose  that  congress  «boiild  leavr 
public  functionaries  unpuniahed  dnring  the  war,  when  the  consequencea  of  thnr 
offences  might  be  very  serioue.  It  would  be  ridicnlous  to  permit  traitors  to  re- 
tain Iheir  otEces,  men  who  leave  their  country  to  enemies,  when  it  was  their  most 
sacred  duly  to  defend  it.  If  so,  the  government  would  have  failed  to  punish 
Santiago  Vidn.iirri  for  treason,  and  would  have  respected  many  others  who  have 
abandoned  their  country's  cause. 

Another  of  General  Ortega's  pleas  for  defenct;  is,  that  only  congicM  has  the 
right  to  depose  a  chief  justice.  He  says  he  never  resigned  hia  place,  and  ww 
not  removed  by  congress ;  consequently,  he  still  holds  it. 

One  more  excuse  of  General  Ort^a  was,  that  the  places  of  chief  justice  and 
governor  of  Zacatecas  were  iuconsistent,  and  iu  that  case  he  preferred  to  be 
governor,  and  rCEigned  the  judgeship  in  San  Luis  Potosi.  This  incompatibility 
of  positions  is  explained  in  the  resolution  of  the  30tb  November,  I8G4,  which 
was  published  in  Chihuahua,  and  afterwards  repeated  in  the  decrees  of  tbe  8th 
of  November,  1865. 

By-article  118  of  the  constitution  no  man  can  hold  two  elective  offices  at  tbe 
same  time,  but  must  say  which  he  will  fill:  this  I  stated  in  the  decree.  I  aim 
said,  that  though  federal  offices  were  meant,  the  article  applied  to  State  officer 
too. 

General  Ortega,  with  tlie  untruthfulness  that  prevails  throughout  hia  manifesE. 
daid,  that,  to  apply  the  incompatibility  to  his  case,  "resort  was  had  to  constita- 
lioDs  not  now  in  tbrce."  Jaet  the  contrary  was  alleged  in  the  rcsolotion  and 
circular  quoted.  I  said  it  was  necossary  to  accept  tbe  federal  office,  and  not  ttiE 
State  office,  when  elected  to  both,  acceding  to  the  old  constitution.  As  fomer 
constitutions  must  have  been  consulted  when  the  new  one  was  formed,  the  defects 
of  old  ones  were  iivoided  in  the  latter.  In  July,  1863,  when  Ortega  was  got- 
L'mor  of  Zacatccaa,  he  resigned  the  judgeship,  but  was  informed  by  the  govern- 
meat  he  could  not  do  it  consistently.  Ue  was  told  that  war  would  prevent  « 
new  election  ;  and  if  he  resigned,  there  would  be  no  one  to  sncceed  the  Preudenl, 
in  case  of  his  default.  Ho  was  told,  if  he  wanted  to  he  governor  of  Zacateea», 
hu  most  be  so  by  appointment,  and  still  hold  tbe  judgeship. 

From  July  to  December,  1863,  General  Ortega  was  often  written  to  on  thv 
subject,  yet  he  continued  to  act  as  governor  of  Zacatecas  without  appointineiit. 
and  did  not  even  answer  the  letters.  The  same  was  insisted  on  in  the  resolutioa 
of  30th  November,  1864,  and  he  has  never  noticed  it  officially.  In  that  resolu- 
tion Ortega  was  declared  to  be  chief  justice,  for  reasons  and  by  anthorities  above 
stated.  Now  he  says  there  was  no  need  of  it.  He  says  in  his  manifest  he  had 
often  before  filled  two  offices  and  no  mention  was  made  of  incompatibility,  and 
quoted  authorities  that  proved  nothing.  Ue  was  appointed  judge  iu  1861,  till 
a  new  eloction  could  be  held,  and  acted  as  governor  of  Zacatecas  at  the  same 
time;  but  that  proves  uothing  in  bis  favor,  for  only  one  office  was  elective.  Ur 
also  says  he  was  governor  of  San  Luis  and  military  commander  of  Agoas  Cs- 
iientea  and  Tamaulipus  ut  the  same  time.  But  these  were  not  elective  offict^. 
only  temporary  appointments  by  the  government. 

In  ISlii!,  after  General  Zarago%a's  death,  he  was  elected  chief  justice,  ami  ibt* 
government  made  him  commander  of  the  army  in  Puchla  and  governor  of  that 
State.  He  mentions  this  alao  in  his  manifest,  hut  he  does  not  see  that  all  hif 
offices,  except  thatof  judge,  were  by  appointment,  and  only  temporary,  of  coacsr 

At  this  point  we  note  another  of  the  many  contradictions  of  the  manifb)!- 
He  tried  to  make  others  believe  that  tbe  only  reason  the  goverunent  had  to 
object  to  bis  holding  two  offices  was  its  opposition  to  bis  advancement.  Among 
all  the  imputations  adduced  in  the  maaifest  is  one  that  the  President  wrote  from 
San  Luis  to  Severo  Cosio,  telling  him  to  continue  as  govemot  of  that  Stair. 
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instead  of  Ortega.  Tbe  latter  wtmtB  to  make  an  iutrigue  appear  from  this 
Datural  uct,  wLen  Cnsio  himself  wants  to  refuse  tLc  honor  offered  him.  Accord- 
ing to  common  report,  Ortega  did  nothing  for  tlic  good  of  the  coautry  while  iu 
Zacatecae,  bnt  rathi'r  acted  agtunst  the  iutercsta  of  the  goverameiit.  For  that 
reaeoD  many  thought  it  would  be  better  to  make  Zamora  governor,  aa  he  bud 
oncti  been  constitutional  governor  of  that  State ;  but  it  is  absolutely  false,  an 
Ortega  states,  that  oMnmissiouers  were  aent  there  to  investigate  hii!(  conduct 
with  a  view  to  his  removal.  Oo  the  contrary,  the  government  Ihougbt  Ortega 
would  do  what  he  could  for  the  general  good  whilu  in  Zacatecaa.  I'licre  were 
many  other  good  citizens  there  at  that  time  who  could  have  filh-cl  the  place  as 
well  as  Ortega.  When  he  accoei^d  the  government  of  wanting  t  >  dismiss  him 
from  tbe  judgeship,  it  was  tryiug  t'l  induce  him  to  retain  it  by  ii|ipointiiig  him 
governor  of  Zacatecas.  WiahJu;;  tn  avoid  all  misunderstandiDg.  ic  offered  to  do 
so  in  the  resolution  of  GOtli  November,  1S64,  and  he  mitdc  no  re|>ly,  bcc>iuse  he 
could  not. 

The  fact  is,  he  had  private  business  in  Zacatceas,  which  beciime  very  public 
BooD,  and  his  secret  designs  wen.-  to  oppose  the  wishes  of  tlie  government.  In 
reference  to  what  is  called  a  decree,  but  was  nothing  more  than  a  convocation 
of  magiatrates,  he  said:  "They  wanted  to  abolieh  the  elective o£Gce of  supreme 
judge  and  fill  the  place  by  appointmeut,  and  thus  give  Juarez  the  power  of  re- 
moval whenever  he  pleaeed.  Such  have  been  the  aims  of  the  goverument  ever 
since  it  lefl  San  Luin  ;  and  so  he  convened  the  judges  forming  the  supreme  court 
by  a  decree  issued  in  New  I.eOD  and  Coahuila,  for  that  parpose.  I  was  then 
commanding  a  division  against  the  French  in  the  interior  of  the  republic.  The 
sole  object  of  that  meeting  was  to  liave  a  president  of  the  supreme  court  ap- 
pointed by  Juarez,  and  subject  to  h:K  removal-" 

To  show  that  Ortega  if  mistaken  iu  his  understand ing  of  Lhe  writ,  which  he 
calhi  a  decree,  it  is  hereto  annexed.  No.  1,  and  wna  issued  at  Monterey  on  tlic  10th 
of  July,  1864,  aud  published  in  the  official  paper  of  that  dati:. 

It  is  not  true  that  the  publication  was  made  while  the  govcrnucut  was  iu  the 
States  of  New  Leon  and  Coahuila.  Ortega  said  that,  to  make  believe  the  gov- 
emment  was  busied  about  hiw,  when  it  only  reached  Saltillo  ou  the  9th  of  Jan- 
nary,  Monterey  the  2d  of  April,  and  the  publication  was  uot  made  till  the  lOtli 
of  July.  Neither  is  it  true  he  was  with  his  forces,  lighting  the  French  inland. 
He  said  that  to  make  one  think  he  was  randeiing  good  services  to  his  country, 
aud  tliat  the  government  was  trying  to  injure  him  while  absent  defending  il. 
On  the  contrary,  the  same  paper  shows  that  he  arrived  at  Parras  on  the  6th  of 
July ;  on  the  30th  of  June  be  was  at  Viczea,  and  a  few  days  after  the  publica- 
tion of  the  circular  he  arrived  in  Monterey.  He  left  Zacateeas  without  a  tight, 
passed  through  Unraugo  without  offering  aid  to  its  chief  town,  tfai^n  in  a  state 
of  siege,  and  came  directly  to  the  site  of  the  government. 

Neither  b  it  true  that  the  circular  refers  to  Ortega  ;  its  objccl  was  to  revoke 
the  permission  given  to  the  judges  in  San  Luis  on  the  ISlh  of  December.  1803, 
to  elect  a  domicile  till  the  capital  should  be  fixed  aud  permanent,  and  fill  vacan- 
cies till  another  election  could  be  held- 

B^ore  and  after  the  circular  Ortega's  situation  was  tlie  same  as  it  was  when 
he  was  in  San  Luis,  when  he  wished  to  resign  the  position  a:>  pre;>idcnt  of  the 
court  and  become  governor  of  Zacateeas. 

In  fact,  his  mauifeet  is  full  of  inaccuracies,  which  his  heated  imagination 
conjures  up  to  blame  the  government,  but  not  to  bo  believed  by  any  person  ot 
common  sense.  One  of  these  is  accusing  the  government  of  complicity  in 
L'raga's  treason.  Why  he  did  this,  no  one  can  understand.  The  army  that 
Uraga  commanded  was  the  same  that  had  been  in  Queretaro  and  tbe  vicinity, 
from  June  to  Norember,  1863.  It  had  been  raised  and  supported  by  the  gov- 
emment  with  means  in  its  power.  As  all  tlie  States  where  this  army  operated 
were  in  siege,  they  were  naturally  under  the  direct  orders  of  the  governmont. 
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Even  if  tbe  government  Wei's  prejudiced  ngKinst  tlioee  Statee,  an  Ortefa  ukhr, 
why  should  it  betray  tbcm  to  the  enemy  ?  And  he  dares  to  fay  the  govemment 
favured  Uraga'e  treaBOni  This  assertion  is  too  absurd  to  need  refatation.  And 
he  Bays  Berriozabal  and  he  warned  the  government  that  Uraea  waa  going  over 
to  the  enemy,  and  no  measnrcs  were  taken  to  prevent  it.  He  Bays  of  Berriozabal : 
"He  sent  an  official  commimication,  very  re^pectfol,  hnt  in  energetic  langoige, 
reqaeating  tbe  pnblicntion  of  docnmonts  that  would  convict  himself  or  Uraga." 
All  thia  is  false ;  General  Berriozabal  no^er  naid  any  such  thing.  The  truth 
of  this  may  be  found  in  the  o£Gcin1  paper  of  the  lAth  Jnne,  1864, 

The  government  waa  informed  of  Uiaga's  intended  treachery  long  before 
Berriozi^al's  case,  and  Orte^'s  inpiniiaiion.  He  waa  too  far  from  the  seat  of 
government  to  prevent  bis  defection.  Tbe  government  did  all  it  canld  to  pie- 
vent  it,  and  did  save  much  of  tbe  army  that  intended  to  go  over  with  Uraga. 

Ortega  says  :  "  Information  of  Uraga "s  intended  treaaoo  was  sent  to  tha  goi  - 
eroinent  by  the  patriot  General  Artesgtt."  That  is  true :  be  sent  a  special 
messenger  with  the  report  from  Monterey,  on  the  2d  July,  18G4,  and  Arteaga 
was  placed  in  Uraga's  position,  whera  he  continued  to  fight  ten  month.i,  till  he 
was  killed,  while  Ortega  waa  living  in  pence  abroad. 

It  would  req^uire  a  volnme  to  contain  all  the  falsehoods  in  Ortega's  manifeei. 
General  Arteaga's  commissioner  arrived  at  tbe  time  of  Bcrriozabara  trial,  on 
the  lltb  of  Jnne,  when  Ortega's  letter  came.  The  government  then  iuned 
the  decree  of  the  Lst  July,  deposing  Uraga  and  putting  Arteaga  in  his  phc. 
and  it  was  published  tbe  27th  July  in  the  official  paper. 

Ortega  came  to  Monterey  in  July  and  learned  all  about  it;  and  yet  heniakei' 
another  vile  assertion  that  the  government  wonld  not  listen  to  iiis  insinnatioD! 
against  Uraga.  This  is  another  proof  of  tbe  spirit  in  which  the  mstiifeat  wai 
written,  and  how  much  its  aasertions  are  worth.  He  says  when  he  went  from 
San  Luis  to  Kacatecas  to  raise  troops,  the  government  sent  secret  agenta  tn 
frustrate  bis  plans.  If  he  had  given  the  true  title  of  these  agents,  aa  he  called 
them,  his  prevarication  wonld  have  been  too  patent.  These  two  agents  nm 
the  district  judge  and  the  collector  of  taxes,  and  they  had  nothing  to  do  witb 
Ortega.  He  made  no  objection  to  the  judge,  but  he  wonld  not  let  the  tax  crl- 
lector  act ;  we  don't  know  for  what  reason. 

While  the  government  was  in  San  Luis,  from  December  to  July,  1863,  maaj 
public  and  private  notes  were  addressed  to  Ortega,  bnt  he  did  not  condeseead 
to  notice  any  of  them,  as  waa  his  custom.  Once  he  sent  two  commisaionen  En 
San  Luis  to  ask  tbe  tax  collector  to  he  removed,  so  be  could  uae  the  fondt  of 
the  State  for  national  defence.  This  waa  only  tij  gain  time,  like  hia  letter  from 
New  York,  in  May,  1665.  Tbe  government,  of  course,  refused  hie  re<)unt. 
yet  he  continned  to  use  the  public  funds.  Ho  insists  that  the  government 
acted  against  him,  when  it  was  he  who  opposed  the  government,  in  open  violi- 
tion  of  law.  Ue  makes  bold  to  say  the  government  told  bis  commissionen  ii 
needed  no  more  soldiers,  so  as  to  have  an  excuse  to  refnse  his  petition.  ThL' 
is  not  so.  He  said  he  told  his  commiesioners  to  inform  tbe  government  he  wnM 
forward  the  sums  it  wanted,  if  his  requests  were  granted.  I  had  no  intervirr 
with  bis  commissioners,  so  I  could  not  tell  what  they  wanted;  but  I  know 
Ortega  contintied  to  use  the  State  funds  for  his  own  purposee,  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  law,  and  contrary  to  express  orders.  The  government  might  have  con- 
sented to  his  proposal,  but  it  did  not  believe  in  him,  and  it  baa  never  had  an  nt- 
count  of  the  money  he  used.  It  was  well  known  in  Zacatecaa  what  nse  be  put 
tbe  money  to,  and  that  not  one  dollar  was  used  to  raise  foreea.     Months  ihn< 

rassed,  and  he  had  collected  no  men  in  Zncatecaa,  till  tbe  French  came  opon 
im  in  tbe  beginning  of  1864,  when  he  was  suddenly  compelled  to  raiae  asniiU 
force ;  and  he  says,  in  a  boasting  way,  "  in  one  or  two  months  I  raised,  eqnippwJ 
and  armed  a  complete  division  !"  The  boasting  general  left  tbe  Stale  of  Zaca- 
tecaa a  few  montbe  after,  without  fighting  a  single  battle. 
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I  hnvu  already  mentioned  that  the  capital  of  Dnran^o  was  besieged  nbcn  be 
paaeed  throngh  that  State,  and  he  offered  no  aeaiatance.  General  Patoni,  gov- 
emoT  of  that  State,  nfter  dnty  in  Gbihuahaa,  wa«  returning  to  Uarango,  then 
held  by  Ma^carenan  in  hi?  absence,  when  he  heard  that  3,000  French  were 
coming  to  attack  it.  Ortega,  tlicn  at  Saucillo,  wrote  to  Mascarenae  on  the  11th 
.July,  1864,  an  follows:  "  I  am  told  yon  intend  to  evacuate  the  city.  I  beg  of 
you  not  to  do  it;  I  will  answer  for  it  with  my  head.  I  have  3,000  men  and 
sixteen -pieces  of  artillery  with  me."  With  this  force,  if  his  acconnt  is  not 
esa^^rated,he  conid  have  given  great  aMistancc  to  Dnrango.  He  knew  the- 
enemy  in  Zacatecas  and  Fresnillo  could  not  he  re-enforced  from  Mexico,  and 
their  garrisons  were  too  small  to  move  ont ;  bnt  General  Ortega  set  out  for 
Viezca  as  soon  as  he  made  his  offer,  and  ariived  there  the  30th  Jnnc.  Hr 
then  went  to  Parrap,  in  the  State  of  Coahuila,  and  the  French  took  nnresisted 
poesepsion  of  Darango  about  the  first  of  July. 

In  ]864,  while  the  government  was  at  Saltillo,  Ortega  sent  a  commisBiou 
there.  This  he  mentions  in  his  manifest,  bat  does  not  say  for  what  purpose  it 
wae  eent.  The  object  of  this  commiHsiuD  was  to  demand  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment. Hi?  reason  for  tbip,  he  eaid,  was  because  the  French  tefueed  to  recog- 
nize Jnerez  or  treat  with  him,  and  something  should  be  done  to  save  the  country. 
Ortega's  real  object  was  to  side  with  intervention  if  he  could  not  have  the  gov- 
ernment in  bis  own  linnds  Garcia  de  la  Gadena  was  one  of  the  commissioners. 
I  had  n  private  interview  with  liim,  and  advised  him  to  seize  the  government  of 
ZacatecBH  the  firBt  time  Ortega  went  out  of  the  city,  and  promised  him  Hnppon, 
and  to  appoint  him  governor  in  fact.  He  refused,  because  he  said  it  would 
produce  civil  war  in  the  State. 

This  story  of  Ortega  has  no  more  truth  than  his  others.  The  government 
pardoned  Cadena  for  acting  in  that  embasay  on  acconnt  of  bis  former  good 
.services.  What  ttie  government  did  in  the  case  was  this:  it  proposed  to  com- 
mission  Cadena  to  net  as  governor  in  case  Ortega  should  quit  the  State,  aa  it 
wflB  expected  he  would  do,  and  which  he  did.  Cadena  refnsed,  from  bis  respect 
for  Ortega,  and  said  be  thonght  it  best  to  wait  till  the  vacancy  should  occur, 
and  not  anticipate  event''.  General  Ortega's  subsequent  conduct  shows  how 
well  founded  were  the  government's  snapicionfl  ;  but  the  government  could  not 
foresee  that  General  Ortefta  wonid  quit  the  republic  voluntarily  daring  war  and 
remain  abroad  livinp;  in  New  York,  with  the  title  of  president  of  the  supreme 
ronri  and  governor  of  the  State  of  ^acatecas.  In  the  first  of  hie  manifest  he 
makes  two  acct^atious  iigiiinBt  the  imdeniigned,  and  of  a  personal  nature, 
niusely:  it  vf&f  not  strange  1  had  Kigned  the  decrees,  becanne  I  had  formerly 
been  "one  of  the  pereons  engaged  in  the  Comonfoit  rebellion."  Comonfort 
at>joed  for  his  mistake;  he  gave  up  the  government  to  the  president  of  the 
aopreme  eonrt  and  took  the  field,  where  he  fought  and  wait  defeated.  He  then 
left  the  country ;  but  when  it  was  invaded  he  letnrned  and  bravely  died  iu  its 
defence.  1  did  not  aid  Comonfort,  but  dissuaded  him  from  his  first  plans. 
This  is  well  known  to  all  public  men ;  and  the  President  of  the  republic  was  so 
well  saUsfied  with  my  conduct  be  has  several  times  called  me  into  his  cabinet. 
And  congress,  ton,  must  have  been  satisfied  with  me,  else  I  would  not  have 
been  its  president  so  often,  as  was  the  case  on  the  :jl8t  of  May,  1863,  at  its  last 
sessions.  The  second  accusation  wna  that  I  had  ip^sned  the  decrees,  or  signed 
them,  "to  show  my  power  as  minister."  I  had  already  been  miuister  nine 
years,  and  the  acts  of  its  office  were  not  novelties  to  me.  The  second  time 
Comonfort  offered  me  the  ministry  I  refused  it,  and  Ortega  may  learn  from 
the  papers  of  18G1  that  I  have  twice  refused  it  under  the  present  administra- 
tion. I  accepted  it  in  San  Luis  because  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  do  so  under 
the  trying  circumstances  that  were  afflicting  the  country.  I  refused  it  when 
peace  and  plenty  prevailed.  While  the  government  was  at  Santa  Roaa,  be- 
tween Monterey  and  Chihuahua,  in  the  State  of  Dnrango,  I  put  Ortega  at  the 
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head  of  a  division,  and  he  was  badly  defeated  at  Hsjoma.  In  his  manifett  lie 
SAya  he  wae  placed  in  command  of  that  division  "  so  it  might  be  destn^ed  and 
he  killed  with  it,"  and  he  adds  that  I  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  bis  defeat. 

One  of  the  reasons  why  we  pnt  him  in  command  of  those  forces  was  becstue 
he  had  brought  part  of  diem  from  Zacateces  with  him,  and  the  government 
always  fuvors  those  who  try  to  do  the  most  for  it.  The  only  ropnlaily  ednealed 
military  man  there  at  that  time,  of  eqnal  rank  with  Ortega,  was  General  Ni^rete, 
then  minister  of  war.  He  could  not  have  becu  pnt  in  command,  for  there  was 
a.  mortal  enmity  existing  between  him  and  Ortega.  This  was  not  inenUoned  in 
the  manifest.  Ortega  wrote  me  some  letters  at  that  time,  becanse  he  woald 
have  nothing  to  do  with  bis  enemy,  the  minister  of  war,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
answer  bis  letters.  It  is  not  true,  as  be  reports,  that  be  expreflsed  a  fear  at  tbe 
time  of  being  defeated ;  he  was  confident  of  success.  He  was  the  first  to  pro- 
pose the  expedition  to  Datango  and  Zacatecas.  He  was  appointed  to  com'i.and 
at  Santa  Bosa  the  4tli  September,  1864,  and  on  the  8th  he  wrote  to  the  Presi- 
dent as  follows ;  "  The  enemy's  advance  is  at  Durango,  and  bis  rear  is  exposed 
for  many  leagues — as  far  as  Zaca  I  ocas— supported  by  200  men  there,  and  200 
more  in  Fresnillo,  which  we  can  attack  with  safety,  as  no  aid  can  reach  them 
from  Durango  unless  the  garrison  is  sent  from  there,  and  then  that  place  falls 
into  our  hands.  Onr  situation  is  good,  and  the  interior  of  the  republic  is  in 
motion  on  account  of  our  advance,  as  I  bear  trom  Zacatecas."  From  this  ex- 
pression of  confidence  the  government  hoped  Ortega  bad  changed  for  the  belter, 
and  intrusted  him  with  powers  it  had  previously  feared  to  grant,  as  commander 
iu  the  States  of  Chihuahua,  Durango,  Zacatecaa,  Aguas  Caliente^,  San  Lnis,  and 
Ji  part  of  Coahuila. 

To  give  one  more  proof  of  the  untruthfulness  of  all  he  says,  i  nanex  Nos.  3. 
3,  and  4,  documents  from  this  department  and  of  war,  making  him  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  forces  in  the  States  mentioned.  These  will  show  that  he  wa^ 
not  limited  in  action  in  any  way,  and  that  General  Patoni  was  under  him.  Ue 
was  defeated  at  Majoma  the  21st  of  September.  It  would  be  unncceHsary  to  uH 
of  that  disaster  now.  Ortega  says  bis  forces  retired  in  good  order  from  that 
tight  and  were  disbanded  the  next  day. 

As  I  said  in  the  beginning  of  this  circular,  my  sole  abject  has  been  to  correct 
what  Ortega  said  about  certain  public  and  official  acts.  The  government  is  in 
possess  ion.  of  all  the  facts  necessary  for  bis  conviction  when  he  is  brought  to 
trial.  It  seemed  easy  for  him  to  bring  up  all  sorts  of  imaginary  impntatiou, 
though  he  did  not  see  bow  fallacious  they  would  appear  at  the  first  glance- 
After  telling  all  sorts  of  frivolous  stories  and  insinuating  be  had  others  in 
reserve,  he  exclaimed,  "  Wouid  to  God  Icouid  teli  all  I  know/  tiat  wvuld  my 
•amduct  be  lauded,  and  thai  of  Juarez  and  Lerdo  de  Tejada  he  amdemntd." 
In  regard  to  this  affected  reserve,  the  government  is  perfectly  willing  be  sbonld 
tell  all  he  knows ;  it  ia  willing  to  let  bim  talk  till  he  thinks  he  has  nothing 
more  to  say. 

Ue  talked  of  everything  in  his  manifest  except  the  principal  subject  on  whieb 
it  was  written,  namely  the  nnconstitntionality  of  the  decrees.  Neither  did  he 
explain  why  he  deserted  bis  country  and  bis  flag  in  time  of  war,  and  took  up  hi' 
residence  in  a  foreign  country. 

It  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  President  to  prolong  his  office  to  sustain 
the  cause  of  independence  against  the  invader,  and  it  was  of  jnat  as  much  ioi- 
portance  to  settle  the  question  of  Ortega's  responsibility  by  another  decree,  sn 
■as  lo  know  who  should  succeed  to  the  presidency  in  default. 

The  President  also  jnstly  thought  proper  not  to  trust  the  nation's  destiny  lo 
the  bauds  of  an  individual  who  bad  abandoned  his  country  in  its  trouble,  and 
left  it  to  reside  in  a  foreign  land  till  war  was  over,  when  he  hoped  to  return  and 
rale  over  it. 

All  those  exercising  uuthonty  in  the  name  of  the  republic,  and  eommhnder^ 
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of  forces  figLtiog  for  it,  known  to  the  government,  liave  acc«pted  the  decrees, 
and  have  considered  them  proper  and  jnst.  In  ^pite  of  this,  Ortega  inBiats  on 
calling  them  rcvolutionarj  acts.  If  they  cane^  a  revolution  it  will  be  very 
diffefeat  from  others ;  they  tend  to  preserve  the  country  and  secure  its  inde- 
pendence. The  President  has  shown  for  several  years  that  he  has  the  energy 
nod  constancy  necessary,  in  times  of  danger  and  sncrifice,  to  sustain  tlie  country, 
and  does  not  wait  like  others  for  a  good  time,  to  attend  to  hie  personal  intereata. 
In  1861,  as  soon  as  the  revolation  waB  over,  he  called  a  convention  of  tlie  people 
to  elect  a  President.  Now  he  says  he  will  do  the  same,  aad  alt  know  he  will 
keep  his  promise.     The  PreBident  will  always  anbrnit  to  the  will  of  the  people. 

IndependeDce  and  liberty !     Paso  del  Norto,  April  30.  186G. 

LEKDO  DE  TEJADA. 

The  GovKRNOR  eftke  State  of . 


DKPARTMEKT  OK  JUSTtCE,  KOMGNTO,  AND  PUBLIC  t\STBUCT10.\ — SECTION  FIBST. 

On  the  18th  of  December,  ltiG3,  the  magistrates  composing  the  supreme  court 
of  justice  were  authorized  to  assemhle  in  San  Luis  Potosi  and  elect  a  domicile 
till  the  supreme  power  was  permanently  located  and  could  reorganize  the  court. 

In  compliance,  therefore,  of  the  said  decree,  aad  coneidering  the  circamstanceB 
in  each  case,  whether  the  magistrates  were  appointed  or  elected,  the  President 
decrees  that  Juan  Jos<^  de  la  Garza,  Uanuel  Bniz,  and  Florentino  Uercado,  the 
first  and  sixth  judges,  and  attorney  general,  shall  reaide  in  this  capital,  to  be 
ready  for  business,  and  Mannel  Portugal,  Jose  8.  Artega,  Job<%  Garcia  Ramirez. 
Pedro  Ogazon,  Manuel  Z.  Gomez,  and  Pedro  Ordaz  are  the  other  judges.  All 
absent  ones  must  present  themselves  in  this  capital  within  one  month  from  this 
date,  or  lose  their  office.  Afterwards  the  supreme  government  will  attend  to  the 
recoDStmction  of  the  court. 

And  as  yon  are  one  of  those  comprised  in  this  decree,  it  is  made  known  to 
yon  by  supreme  command,  for  your  information  and  consequent  action. 

Indepeudeace,  liberty,  and  reform !     Monterey,  July  10,  1B64. 

I6LE8IA8,  C. 


For  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  war  in  defence  nf  the  national  cause,  and 
coiuideriag  Tonr  well-known  patriotism  and  services,  the  President  of  the  re- 
pnblic  has  been  pleased,  with  the  consent  of  the  miniBt«rial  council,  to  grant 
yon  fall  powers  to  dispose  of  all  the  rents  in  the  States  of  Agnas  Oalientes  and 
San  Laia  Potosi,  of  which  yon  are  governor  and  military  commander,  Slate 
taxes  as  well  as  public  revenue,  to  raise  means  for  army  purposes,  and  to  impose 
whatever  taxes  you  may  deem  necessary,  and  to  dispose  of  alt  ttie  munitions  of 
war,  and  all  the  forcu  that  exist  or  may  be  raised  in  those  States,  whether  of 
the  national  guard,  regular  army,  or  any  other  kind,  together  with  all  ofBcers, 
civil  and  military,  as  yon  may  deem  most  proper. 

Independeuce,  liberty,  and  reform !     Santa  Rona,  September  4,  1864. 

LEUDO  DE  TEJADA.      . 

Jesi'.s  Gonzalez  Orteua,  General  of  Diritivn, 

and  Chirfofthc  Firtt  Army  Corps  of  the  We»t,  PreuHt. 

logic 
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nEPARTMENT    OF    FORBION    RELATIONS    AND   UOVERNMENT — SBCIION    FISST. 

The  President  of  the  repabljc  having  determined  to  appoint  yon  eeDcnl-ia- 
cbief  of  the  first  army  corps  of  the  west,  and  General  Patoni  as  aecond,  f^nBting 
you  ample  powers. in  the  States  of  Agttaa  Calientes,  Zacatecaa,  and  San  Lois  Fn- 
Coei,  has  been  pleased  to  accord  to  you  at  the  same  time,  in  ministerial  council, 
the  command  of  Patoni's  forces  and  of  the  States  of  Darango,  Ghihuahaa.  and 
in  the  district  of  Parras,  in  the  State  of  Goahnila,  and  to  do  as  yon  please  in 
those  places  with  tbc  troops  under  Patoni,  or  any  othen  ;  and  this  is  done  thm 
there  may  be  unity  of  action  in  the  States  of  Zacatecas,  Agnaa  Calientei,  Bta 
Lniit  Potosi,  Duraneo,  Chihuahua,  and  the  district  of  Parras  for  the  piosecation 
of  the  war  and  thu  defence  of  our  indcpentlence  and  onr  institntiona. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform  !     Santa  Rosa,  September  4.  1864. 

LEEDO  DB  TEJADA. 

Jbsus  Oo\zalkz  Oxtboa, 

Ckirftifthe  Firtt  Army  Corps  of  the  Wett,  Prrttml. 


DEPARTMBNT    OF    PORUtGN     RBLATIOKS    AND    UOVERNM8i\T — 9BCTI0N    PIBBT. 

Taking  into  consideration  that,  on  account  of  reccut  circumBtances,  the  gov- 
enior  and  military  commander  nf  the  State  of  Sau  Luis  Potosi  may  have  ceased 
to  exercise  the  duties  of  his  office,  the  Pi-esident  of  the  republic  is  pleased  la 
authorize  you  to  take  charge  of  it  as  soon  as  you  bear  of  ita  vacation,  and  ap- 
points you  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State,  requesting  yon  in 
give  notice  to  the  supreme  govemmenl  as  soon  as  you  begin  your  duties,  that  ii 
may  act  in  the  premises. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  leform !     Santa  Rosa.  September  5,  1864. 

LEBDO  UE  TEJADA. 

Jksije>  Goxzalez  Ortega, 

Chitfefthe  Firtt  Army  Corp*  of  the  Wett,  Fretent. 


[EndoKure  Ko.  3.] 

DOCUMENTS  BELATIVE  TO  THE  COUP  D'fiT.lT  OF  BENITO  JUABEZ,  EX- 
PRESIDENT  OF  TIJE  ItKPimHC  OF  MEXICO. 

A   WORD  TO  THB   MBXtCAN   PBOPLB. 

I  publish  the  accompanying  docaments,  believing  them  necesaary  to  the  (-ad 
I  contemplate. 

With  me  it  is  an  established  principle  Dcrer  to  depart  from  the  pathway  »; 
conscience  and  sense  of  bouor  dictate,  no  matter  what  odverae  influencts  nuij 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  me. 

I  make  this  statement,  actuated  by  no  egotistical  motives,  but  simply  becanw 
I  conceive  that  my  native  land,  in  the  hour  of  her  calamity,  demauds,  and  BhoaM 
receive,  an  explanation  as  to  my  future  line  of  conduct,  tiileuca  under  surb 
ctrcom stances  would  reveal  a  cowardly  dinpoaltion,  am],  eonseqnentty,  I  Icel 
myself  compelled  to  give  an  exposition  of  my  motives,  even  though  1  may  iorar 
Ihe  risk  of  reiteratiug  statemenia  to  which  1  have  alluded  in  a  previoas  raanileeto. 

I  assure  yon  that  my  course  is  shaped  to  compass  no  ignoble  enda ;  neitliec 
will  I  permit  personal  considerations  to  inter«-eue  in  the  discharge  of  my  daiy. 
for  I  shall  suppress  nothing  which  does  not  tajut  our  uational  honor. 

A  few  rnouihs  since  I  said  to  Sefior  Viezca,  while  upon  the  frontten  of  tlie 
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United  Statm  :  "  1  do  not  comi;  witii  a  ridiculona  duaigii  of  ovcrturaing  eetkb- 
luhed  order ;  I  have  arrived,  solitary  and  unrecngnizcd,  atler  liaving  refused  the 
pbfBtcal  force  tendered  ^lo  by  my  frieudti,  aa  tbat  I  sbail  not  be  regarded  m  an 
elemeot  of  diatarbaoce.  Sbould  yoa  yourself  profier  me  the  Ktrength  of  your 
State  and  your  own  iatluoDce  to  establieb  a  government,  I  should  decline  the 
ofier.  My  only  object,  at  the  present  moment,  in  to  visit  Senor  Juarea,  to 
avert.  If  possible,  the  cviln  which  he  would  iuflict  upon  the  coantry,  and  to  ni' 
<)aire  of  you  your  opinion  an  to  his  conduct." 

The  man  who  acts  in  this  wiae  takea  a^  hii^  guide  the  good  of  Im  country ; 
moreover,  i  give  way  to  none,  asking  wlicth<^r  or  not  ihey  would  recognize  a 
govemmeut  of  my  eKtiLblishing. 

A  most  easy  task  would  it  have  been  for  me  to  create  a  new  government  in 
Mexico,  poflseaued  of  more  or  lesi  strength  than  tbat  posseued  by  the  one  of 
Juarez.  1  say  an  easy  task,  iuasmuch  ae  Mexico  ia  a  nation  faithful  to  and 
CAnscions  of  ber  rights,  and  I  hold  a  legal  title  and  a  well-defined  authority, 
derived  directly  from  the  Mexican  people,  which  Senor  Juarez  does  not.  I 
have  governed  many  of  the  interior  States  of  the  republic,  commanded  national 
anniea,  and  my  political  inflaeucc  has  bestowed  upon  me  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  Moreover,  during  my  residence  at  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  I  have  been 
personally  visited  by  many  leaders,  among  them  generals  of  wcll-i;arned  repute, 
soliciting  my  return  to  the  republic  to  operate  as  a  centre  of  legitimacy,  and 
the  salvation  of  oar  independence.  I  have,  furthermore,  received  letters  from 
o£Scer8,  commanding  armies  in  the  field,  actuated  only  to  secure  the  safety  of 
our  principles,  inviting  my  return  to  the  republic,  which  documents  I  do  not 
employ,  as  they  were  of  a  confidential  nature. 

Tbe  task  was,  furthermore,  easy,  inasmuch  as  I  had  witnessed  the  reprobation 
following  this  violation  of  tbe  law  by  Senor  Juarez,  not  alone  frtun  persons  oc- 
cnpyiDg  high  positions  in  Chihuahua,  which  State  was  the  official  residence  of 
that  gentleman,  hnt  from  the  members  of  tbe  legislature  of  that  same  State,  as  I 
have  ample  evidence  to  demonstrate,  did  it  not  involve  a  breach  of  confidence 
in  giving  private  letters  to  the  light.  One  of  tbe  members  of-  that  legislature, 
of  ue  highest  social  and  political  standiug,  came  to  me  as  a  commissioner,  after 
a  travel  of  a  hundred  leagues,  for  tbe  express  purpose  of  invoking  my  return,  as 
soon  as  it  became  apparent  that  Senor  Juarez  designed  trampling  upon  tbe  rights 
of  the  republic.  That  representative  stated  to  mo  that  the  State  of  Chihuahua 
would  not  acquiesce  in  the  usurpation  of  Senor  Juarez,  bat  would,  on  the  con- 
trary, repudiate  all  his  acts,  which  I  believe  it  has  done. 

And  tne  task  was  easy,  as  a  final  reason,  because  the  late  President  destroyed 
tbe  sole  means  whence  ne  derived  popular  prestige,  and  if  he  lingers  in  political 
existence  within  a  comer  of  the  naLional  territory,  it  is  that  he  is  tolerated  from 
i-xceptional  motives,  to  which  I  need  not  now  allude. 

Uowever  easy  to  me  wonid  have  been  the  establishment  of  a  government,  it 
was  not  such  an  easy  task  to  convince  myself  as  to  tbe  necessity  of  assuming  a 
prominent  part  in  a  drama  representing  the  govemmeut  with  conflicting  esecu- 
tivPB,  and  at  the  same  time  contending  with  a  foreign  power,  even  though  one, 
having  no  excuse  in  lack  of  national  virtue,  arrogated  to  itself,  amid  the  dark- 
oesB  of  the  pending  struggle,  powers  which  had  originally  been  conferred  by 
the  people.  Yet,  bad  1  believed  the  honor  of  Mexico,  and  the  honor  of  Mexico 
alone,  demanded  my  temporary  abstinence  from  establishment  of  a  legitimate 
government,  in  the  hope  either  tbat  Seiior  Juarez  would  restoro  to  the  nation 
that  which  he  had  unUwfully  appropriated  to  himself,  or  that  the  nation  would 
aronae  to  a  sense  of  injured  dignity,  I  likewise  believed  that  the  majesty  of 
Mexico  should  have  rebuked  tbe  scandalous  acts  of  Sefior  Benito  Juarez,  as  it 
haa  already  done  in  similar  cases.  Let  him  be  rebuked,  inasmnch  as  tbe  eetab- 
iabment  of  a  legitimate  government,  by  him  overriddeD,  baa  cost  tbe  nation 
more  than  half  a  century  of  blood-stained  conflicts.     Let  htm  be  rebuked  for 
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haviag  vitinted  tliat  eery  principle  for  wbicli  wc  are  eacriticing  biiman  life  in  & 
conteet  willi  one  of  tlie  most  powerful  nations  of  the  esrtli.  Let  him  lie  n- 
bukod,  for  were  be  not,  the  nation  forfeits  title  to  its  own  existence,  inasmncfa 
as  n  people  permitting  its  laws  to  be  desecrated  at  the  option  of  its  mler  can 
n^tber  guarantee  its  own  integrity  nor  hope  to  advance  towards  tbe  standard 
of  civilization  enjoyed  by  nations  jealous  of  their  well-being.  Mexico,  how- 
fever,  thanks  to  its  own  endeavoif),  is  progressing  steadily  ifi  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  age,  as  will  be  demonstrated  by  tfae  docnments  I  now  pnbliih. 
Let  the  nation  rebuke  the  treachery  of  this  man  for  the  sake  of  ita  own  honor, 
even  though  it  sufiers  a  passing  penalty  for  bis  tranflgressions ;  for  a  nation 
sttuggling  for  a  principle,  consecrated  within  the  hearts  of  itf  citizens,  mnst  in- 
evitably resuscitate  with  a  tenfold  vigor.  Not  so  with  a  people  who  snccomb 
at  th^  dictation  of  a  man  usurping  authority  through  the  vacitlationa  of  its 
sons,  to  its  own  and  individual  aggrandizement,  for  that  people  stand  for  all 
ages  disgraced  in  ibe  eyes  of  God  and  man. 

,  Mexico  will,  doubtlessly,  preaerve  her  independence,  preserve  her  principles, 
preserve  her  honor.  Shonld  the  cnprices  of  fortune  render  the  salvation  of  ber 
independence  an  impossibility  her  honor  may  be  saved  at  all  haBarda,  for  all 
the  strength  of  the  world  is  impotent  to  destroy  tfae  honor  of  a  people  who, 
like  the  Mexican  nation,  has  stm^led  aronnd  a  flag  whose  tattered  folds  will 
bear  to  the  end  the  inscription  of  a  solita^  cardinal  principle.  Triumphant  it 
will  shine  in  effulgent  glory;  down-trodden,  it  will  carry  to  remote  ages  the 
noblest  title  to  heroic  martyrdom. 

It  may  be  inainnated,  as  some  have  already  done,  that  if  Jnarez  has  acted 
illegally,  an  admission  nf  the  fact  would  dishonor  him  and  thereby  inflict  injur)- 
upon  the  nation. 

Will  my  silence,  or  the  silence  of  six  or  eight  other  men,  propitiate  a  nation 
whose  privileges  and  laws  have  been  trampled  under  foot  by  the  individnal  to 
whose  custody  they  have  been  intrusted  ?  Can  a  silence  of  this  nature  confer 
prestige  npon  a  man  violating  his  oath  and  reprobatiag  his  dntiesT  Can  it  pre- 
judice a  nation  to  protest  energetically  against  wrong  perpetrated  in  its  name! 
Has  it  prejudiced  Mexico  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  to  have  protested  against 
the  creation  of  a  throne  upon  the  land  of  Hidalgo,  and  to  have  proclaimed  that 
the  lights  of  Mexico  have  been  assailed  through  the  nenrpatioa  of  a  foreign 
armed  force  t  Does  the  sentiment  of  Mexico  and  the  world  depend  upon  ex- 
pression of  our  judgment  ?  Will  our  silence  alter  the  nature  of  political  acts. 
1  endering  bad  good  and  good  bad  ? 

The  reputation  of  a  ptiblic  fanctionary  depends  neither  upon  the  silence  nor 
.  the  expression  of  any  one  citizen,  but  upon  the  unequivocal  and  impartial 
judgment  of  society,  wfaen  popular  sentiment  canonizes,  so  to  speak,  thu  right 
and  legal  procedure  of  that  fonctionaiy.  None  can  be  ignorant  of  the  tktA  that 
when  the  trials  of  a  nation  are  at  their  highest  pitch  it  is  far  more  noble  and 
honorable  to  exhibit  herself  worthy  of  herself,  condemning  all  acta  that  she 
would  have  discountenanced  when  in  the  ^entitnde  of  majesty  and  power,  or 
against  the  dignity  and  spirit  of  the  law.  Tlie  heroism  of  a  country,  like  unto 
that  of  a  man,  is  rarely  evoked '  unless  beneath  bitter  trials,  imposed  upon  it 
throngh  emergent  circumstances. 

I  herewith  pnblish  the  correspondence  between  Seizors  Juarez  and  Prieto, 
relative  to  the  letter  addressed  ny  me  to  the  former,  through  the  medium  of 
this  latter,  respecting  tender  of  my  services  1o  the  government  while  outside  of 
the  territorial  limits  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  ray  manifesto.  To  demonstrate 
the  accuracy  of  my  statements  in  this  latter  docntAent,  it  would  suffice  the  pub- 
lic to  know  tliat  the  epistle  had  been  received  by  the  government.  This  is  not 
only  shown  by  the  correspondence,  bnt  the  additional  fact  that  it  was  received 
in  May  or  June,  and  according  to  Senor  Juarez's  authority  was  not  responded 
to  until  September,  thereby  proving  that  reply  to  a  commanication  of  vital  im- 
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portance  was  int^olionall;  delayed  Tor  aeveral  montbe.  Moreover,  I  was  as- 
»ored  that  tbac  which  I  rcqiieeled  aliould  receive  the  requieite  antborizatinn, 
witliout  any  inCention  on  tbe  port  of  the  ^Ten)m<!nt  bo  to  do,  and  that,  while 
I  was  awaiting  this  antborizHtion  I  should  remniu  outaide  of  Uezico,  in  order 
that  t^enor  Juarez  might  publish,  in  a  decree,  that  I  bad  abandoned  the  presi- 
dency of  tlie  court,  dwelling  permanently  in  a  foreign  land  without  ticenite,  and 
I  bad  not  even  iufonned  the  government  aa  to  when  I  intended  returning  within 
the  republic.  I  have  already  etatcd  tbat  I  never  received  an  answer  from 
Senor  Jnares. 

JESUS  G.  ORTEGA. 


B    COURT  OP   JU8TICB    OP 
MEXICO. 

Cirvular. 

I  herewith  Rend  yon  a  copy  of  the  proteHt  and  manifesto  which  I  have  deemed 
it  incumbent  upon  me  to  make  public,  in  regard  to  the  coup  d'etat  perpetrated 
by  Sonors  Benito  Juaree  and  Sebastian  ]>rdo  de  Tejada, 

National  aa  well  oa  State  legislatinn  having  been  nece^'earily  anspended 
during  continuance  of  hostilities,  nothing  remiiins  to  direct  the  aaminiBtration 
of  public  affaire  save  those  high  functionaries  elevated  to  power  thrnngh  the 
voteu  of  the  people.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  address  mypelf  to  yon,  inquir- 
ing aa  to  the  course  of  conduct  you  have  adopted  with  reaped  to  ibis  outrage 
upon  legal  order,  and  whether  you  repudiate  or  indorae  the  act. 

The  nation  preserves  an  inherent  right  at  al!  timea,  and  et^pecially  during 
hours  of  trial  and  anguish,  to  demand  from  public  officials  tbe  expression  of 
their  opinion  ae  to  matters  touching  the  common  weal.  This  right  conceded,  I 
conceive  it  to  be  obligatory  upon  me,  as  president  of  tbe  supreme  court,  to  col- 
late all  available  information  upon  tbat  head.  Did  I  not  do  so,  1  would  regard 
myself  amiss  in  the  discharge  of  the  sacred  duties  imposed  upon  my  position, 
and  moat  particularly  so  when  we  contemplate  the  circumstances  at  the  present 
moment  affecting  the  country. 

If  1,  in  this  instance,  avail  myaelf  of  my  title  as  president  of  tbe  Bupreme 
court,  and  not  of  that  of  President  of  tbe  republic,  to  which  petition  I  possess 
a  perfectly  legal  right  under  tbe  constitution,  it  is  because  I  do  not  deem  it  ex- 
pedient, while  the  national  independence  is  in  jeopardy,  to  elevate  contradic- 
tory standards,  even  though  the  one  be  emblazoned  with  the  motto,  "Order," 
and  the  other  with  "Ahnse  of  Power,"  and  treason  ag*inst  organic  law.  Yet 
my  forbearance  does  not  neceasitate  tbe  republic  to  recognize  as  li-gilimate  the 
othcial  acts  of  Benito  .luarea  after  tbe  30th  day  of  November  last  past.  Con- 
sideiarions  as  to  the  national  welftire,  both  now  and  for  the  future,  will  ever  in- 
etigAte  my  actions ;  nevertheU-Bs  I  will  always  ptniggie  to  reconcile  tbe  cause 
of  independence  wilh  tbe  absolute  snlvatioit  of  tbe  law. 

Do  not  on  any  account  presume  tbat  this  note  is  designed  to  solicit  your 
opinion  upon  an  unprofiiable  business,  neither  that  I  have  constituted  myself 
into  a  judge  an  to  your  conduct.  No  J  the  object  of  this  epistle  ia  much  more 
noble  and  elevated.  The  nation  is  undergoing  a  terrible  ordeal  j  her  organic 
code  has  been  ruthlessly  violated,  and  that  at  a  moment  of  the  nation's  crisis, 
struggling  Hgainet  a  foreign  invasion  and  battling  to  connerve  tbe  form  of  gov- 
eriiiiient  insutnted  by  that  same  organic  code,  without  which  inilependeiice 
would  be  a  nullity.  Tbe  assumption  of  a  solemn  oaib,  my  duties,  my  honor, 
my  patriotic  devotion  to  the  iiitensta  of  Mexico,  render  it  obligatory  upon  me 
In  exert  my  most  earnest  endeavors  ti  preserve  inviolate  the  constitution  and 
laws,  whose  creation  baa  cost  our  natioti  so  many  and  bitter  aaerifices.     At  the 

asMnj.  ,,^        C<xv;lc 
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flame  time  a  similar  eenee  of  duty  tmpela  me  to  exercise  oil  eqnal  ^evntion 
tnwarde  a  preservation  of  our  national  indep?i]dence ;  consequenuy,  I  have  at- 
tempted to  e&xt  both  purposes  simultaneously,  rendering  the  ooe  subservient 
to  the  other.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  hav<-  not  appealed  direct!;  to  tlie 
masses,  who  might  manifest  their  disapprobation  of  the  Juarez  nenrpation  in  a 
tempei^tiions  manner.  To  avoid  tumnltuoua  demonstrations  from  the  populace  I 
hnve  addressed  myself  to  the  officers  of  the  people,  citizens  cliarged  with  aupei' 
vision  of  popular  righta,  whose  fouudation  rests  upon  the  observance  of  the  COQ- 
Btitution. 

During  peaceful  tiroes  nnd  those  of  national  quietude,  the  organic  Uw  lays 
down  both  the  orrler  of  succession  and  the  manner  wherein  each  authority  and 
fnnctionary  attiins  exercise  of  the  duiies  intrusted  to  them  by  the  people. 
Unring  nn  emergent  period  these  provisions  may  bo  departed  from.  Yet  the 
precedent  of  history  in  similar  in8ianci>s  has  demonstrated  that  the  most  ap- 
piopriate  method  of  saving  tiopul.ir  rights  is  one  wherein  the  opinions  of  the 
representative  departments  nave  been  consulted.  With  this  aim  we  have  ob- 
served governors  and  local  representatives  of  the  respective  States,  either  in 
accord  or  separately,  protest  against  ignominious  acts  wherever  they  had  the 

Eower  so  to  do,  when  such  acts  were  found  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  spirit  of  the 
iw  a»  the  exponent  of  the  will  of  the  sovcreif^n  people. 
For  the  reasons  I  have  given  1  now  address  myself  to  you  as  a  representative 
of  the  people,  even  although  yon  are  momentaiily  diharred  from  the  exereisie  of 
yonr  functions,  so  that  in  your  official  capacity  you  may  communicate  lo  me 
your  sentiments  upon  this  matter.  While  so  doing  you  may  discard  formalities, 
as  much  for  the  reason  that  they  cannot  at  this  present  moment  be  complied 
with,  as  from  a  consideration  of  the  grave  circumstances  which  encompass  our 
common  country. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  the  constitution  !  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  Febru- 
ary 3,  1866, 

J.  G.  ORTEG-i. 
The  CoNSTlTfTUt.NAL  GoVBHNOR  of  tht  Slate  of . 


From  the  constitutional  governor  o^  the  State  oj  Thuango. 

As  a  satisfactory  reply  to  your  com  muni  cation  of  yesterday,  inquiring  as  U 
my  opinion  of  the  coup  d'itat  of  JuEirez,  the  maoner  in  which  it  impressed  me, 
and  my  projected  line  of  conduct  for  the  future,  I  Lerewitli  transmit  to  youk 
copy  of  a  letter  which  I  foiwurded  to  8euor  Juarez  from  Presidio  del  Norte, 
dated  December  13,  of  the  past  year. 

Independence  and  liberty  !     Sau  Antonio,  Febmary  4,  1860. 

J.  M.  PATOXI. 
The  Citizen  J.  G.  Orteoa, 

Conttitutional  Preiident  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 


Presidio  dkl  Nortb,  Decfmber  15,  1863. 
Mv  Dbar  Fhibm>  and  Sir  ;  The  circumstance  of  the  French  troops  being 
Bt  the  gates  of  Obihuabua  at  both  my  arrival  and  departure  from  that  city,  llie 
implied  bad  taaie  of  manifesting  my  sentiments  during  the  critical  momeotssig- 
ualizing  our  last  interview,  and  lastly  a  determination  not  to  take  the  initiative 
in  enunciating  my  discontent  at  your  coup  d'etat,  believing  that  task  to  he  more 
properly  allotted  to  persons  of  more  consideration  than  myself,  impelled  me  t« 
preserve  silence  on  that  occasion,  while  at  the  same  time  my  duty  instigated  me 
|0  indite  a  confidential  epistle  to  you  on  a  matter  affecting  national  interests. 
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It  ia  not  within  my  province,  neither  do  I  boost  capacity  adeqante,  to  ana- 
Ijze  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November.  Nevertbelesa,  however  masterly 
may  tm  deemed  the  manner  in  which  the  law  bas  been  perverted,  however  ap- 

Jljcable  and  sagacioiu  may  he  the  deductions  drawn  from  the  spirit  of  the  law 
f  yoQr  cabinett  in  everything  not  comprised  within  the  circle  you  have  de- 
scribed for  your  personal  advantage,  every  honest  'citizen  perceives  that  the 
lav  has  been  violated  ;  that  there  does  not  exist  iu  yonr  person  title  snfficieub. 
to  etercise  the  fiinctions  yon  have  usurped,  and  that  the  country  ia  threatened 
irtth  the  danger  of  anarchy,  when  constitutional  order  could  and  should  have 
progreesed  in  all  its  majesty.  The  grand  principle,  secttred  through  triumph 
of  ue  plan  of  Ayntla,  was  the  perpetaal  abolition  of  persons.  By  it  popular- 
NvereigDty — the  soul  of  democracy — was  recogaized  as  a  practical  truth,  and 
military  mohe  condemned  by  the  just  severity  of  the  people  as  illegal  comhinn- 
lions,  who,  with  mure  or  less  plausibility,  ana  stimulated  hy  ambitious  leaders, 
BabJDgftted  a  populace  incapable  of  resistance. 

When  I  abandoned  my  peaceful  employment  and  sacrificed  my  private  for- 
tDoe  in  furtherance  of  these  principles,  and  their  susteDODce  through  force  of 
■niu,  conibatiug  with  like  vigor  through  adversity  and  success,  I  was  buoyed 
np  with  the  trust  that  the  law  would  be  our  guide,  conecions  as  we  were  that, 
it  would  be  sustained  by  the  popular  vote. 

The  citizen  soldier  can  never  be  rendi-red  an  instrument  for  the  destruction- 
of  the  laws.  Called  into  existence  by  the  nation,  lie  can  never  convert  himself 
into  a  traitor  to  its  interests,  and  as  a  defender  of  the  government  be  can  neve* 
be  induced  to  conspire  against  its  interests.  According  to  my  method  of'  ob- 
KrrotioD,  and  viewed  by  my  conscience,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  your  retea< 
tion  of  power  after  the  30th  of  November  is  a  usurpation  ; -that  the  naaiing: 
of  yoor  successor  is  au  assumption  unknown  to  our  code,  and  but  initiated  by 
Ssata  Anna  during  a  period  of  the  greatest  disorder,  and  that  this  commingliug' 
of  anomalies  exposen  the  country  to  anarchy,  besides  depriving  it  of  strengthr. 
and  compromising  our  name  with  foreign  comitriea. 

I  adjure  and  pray  of  you,  Sefkor  Juarez,  by  the  lustre  of  your  good  fame^ 
by  the  well-merited  position  to  which  your  virtues  exalted  you,  and  by  the  in- 
terest of  onr  common  weal,  to  which  your  devotion  has  been  an  earnest  uf  hope- 
and  a  source  of  pride,  to  retrace  your  steps  upon  the  road  along  which  you 
bave started,  as  iu  your  footprints  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  follow 

I  take  greater  pains  to  communicate  to  you  my  resolution,  inasmuch  as  it 
ehould  recall  to  mind  memory  of  the  past.  You  have  ever  found  me  at  your 
side,  unvaeillating  and  obeying  your  every  order  while  you  represented  the  law. 
You  will  remember  tliat  I  have  always  been  one  among  the  first  to  Uy  to  Tour- 
defeiice,  and  during  moments  when  it  happened  that  personal  friends  baa  de- 
serted you  1  was  toti  anxiona  to  hasten  to  your  company,  eager  to  identify  my 
dt^tiny  with  that  of  the  principles  which  yon  have  guarded  heretofore  with> 
fidelity.  When  you  ceased  to  repreaent  principles  yon  deserted  me ;  so  that  our- 
spparaion  has  not  been  wrought  through  apprehension  of  danger,  or  through- 
momentary  emergencies,  but  because  I  did  not  wish  to  appear  as  a  traitor  agaiust- 
laws  yon  taught  us  to  respect. 

This  manifestation  of  opiuion,  which  I  submit  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
with  the  best  of  fbeling,  does  not  in  the  least  weaken  my  resolution  to  serve- 
my  country  with  the  same  loyalty  I  have  ever  given  evidence  of;  neither  wilh 
it  prevent  my  anion  with  those  who  are  fighting  against  the  invader  with  a  de- 
termination  to  vindicate  oar  common  rights  to  the  utmost  extremity. 

Denying  beforehand  any  intimations  of  diHreapect,  and  with  do  wish  of  giv- 
ing personal  offence — on  the  contrary,  actuated  by  the  sinoerest  well-wiehee  for 
your  future,  I  assure  you  in  honesty  aad  frankness  that  my  sense  of  loyalty: 
compels  me,  without  compromising  myself  with  party  or  Dersou,  diatinctly  to> 
Htate  that  I  will  obey  uo  orders  emanating  from  you.  as-  the  gov^rameat,  but 

■ogle 
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will  continne  to  defend  my  country  according'  to  my  own  inspimtions,  co- 
operating with  thoee  who  l<>gitima[cly — indi«p(?n!»flble  condition  according  to  mj 
judgmrni — do  po  for  the  ealvntinu  ot'  our  independence. 

1  do  not  wish  to  conclude  wilhont  acknowled^ng,  independently  of  my  offi- 
cial duties,  my  pergonal  gratitude  for  the  attcntinns  you  have  ehown  me.  With 
sincere  feelings  of  esteem,  1  remain,  as  ever,  your  affectionate  friend  ud 
BervaQt, 

J.  M.  PATONI. 

Seilor  Bemto  Juarbz,  Paio  del  Norte. 


From  the  ex-eoiuliluiionai  governor   of  ihe  Slate  of  Michoacan,  republic  tf 
Mexico,  general  of  dimtion. 

Nrw  York,  Febntary2%,  1866, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  circular,  dated  3d  of  this 
anontb,  yen  have  communicated  to  me,  inquiring  my  opinion  as  to  the  amp 
<JVV»t  perpetrated  by  8eBors  Benito  Juarez  and  Sebantiaii  Lerdo  de 'IVjadt, 
.tbrongn  their  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November  of  the  past  year. 

In  re«ponee,  it  becomea  my  duty  in  the  lir?t  place  to  inform  you  that  my 
leim  of  office,  as  constitutional  governor  of  the  Stale  of  Michoacan,  expired  on 
the  16ifa  of  September  of  last  year;  that  in  conBe<)uence  of  the  war  with  a 
foreign  power,  I  B^ked  leave  from  the  legislature  to  absent  inyaelf  and  devoie 
myself  to  the  forinetion  of  forces  for  the  independencfl  and  tranqnijieaiion  of 
our  fatherland.  Being  so  just  and  uecesBary  an  object,  tbe  license  wa^  granted 
by  the  State  congress,  and  in  compliance  with  tin  article  in  the  cosBtilution  of 
Michoacan,  th<iy  appointed  as  my  BOcccBsor  the  citizen  Deputy  Antonio  Uuerta, 
who,  by  virtue  thereof,  entered  upon  the  functions  of  that  office,  receiving  at 
the  same  time,  and  from  the  sane  legislature,  authorization  to  continue  in  office 
until  a  new  election  is  held — that  is,  provided  1  should  be  killed  in  action,  or  my 
term  of  ofBce  should  expire  by  reason  of  the  prolongation  of  the  war. 

Having  said  this  much,  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  respond  to  the  circular  of 
Februnry  3,  in  the  capacity  of  the  former  constitutional  governor  of  the  Stale  of 
Michoacan,  and  as  one  who  received  that  exalted  position  through  popular  enf- 
frage. 

In  inditing  this  letter  I  do  not  wish  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  laws  committed 
to  my  custody  by  the  people,  for  I  neither  desire  to  maiotain  a  position  to 
wbii'h  1  am  not  entitled,  nor  usurp  an  influence  not  justly  my  own,  and  whicb 
only  derives  honor  and  respectability  when  indorsed  tiy  tlie  popular  vole. 

For  tliese  reasons,  while  enumerating  my  opinion  with  regard  to  the  coap 
d'etat  <.f  SeRors  Juarez  and  Lerdo  de  Teja'^a,  you  will  accept  it  as  the  senti- 
ment of  a  supreme  authority,  who  has  been  intrusted  with  the  governorship  of 
an  important  State,  and  as  an  expression  of  opiuiou  from  the  only  governor 
elided  by  the  popular  voice  who  could  speak  in  its  behalf. 

The  State  of  MichnacHU  regards  with  deep  bitterness  the  coup  d'etat  perpe- 
trated at  £1  Paso  del  Norte,  as  antagonistic  to  the  principles  of  the  State  con- 
«tituiion,  and  bcdimming  the  traditional  respect  with  which  tbe  laws  have  ever 
been  regaided  by  the  citizens  of  that  State.  J  am  intimate  with  tbe  Bentimenti 
of  my  fellow-citizens,  and  well  know  their  obedience  to  the  legiiimate  autltority, 
inasmuch  as  I  am  a  native  of  that  State,  and  have  had  the  honor  of  being  at 
the  head  of  its  affairs  for  eight  years,  during  which  period  the  rule  of  constiin- 
tional  order  was  never  once  disturbed.  On  tlie  contrary,  the  sons  of  Michoacan, 
enthusiastic  admirers  of  law  and  justice,  have  ever  presented  a  firm  front 
.Bgainftt  the  aspirations  of  ambition  and  the  intrigues  of  disafiection.  Let  tbe 
foolish  attempts  of  Oomonfort  attest  tbe   truth  of  this  declaration.     In  ill 
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thiDgs,  neitherhas  Uichoacan  nor  myself  judged  otherwifia  than  that  the  laws  of 
the  repnhlic  owe  their  creation  to  naught  eave  the  will  of  the  ()eople,  and  we 
believe,  moreover,  that  laws  once  framed  cannot  be  violated  by  any  per«OD  at 
his  own  will. 

Seoor  Benito  Jnarez,  who  has  broken  through  the  constitutional  defences  of 
the  country  br  a  blind  mis-step,  and  who  now  unfarls  a  revolutionary  banner 
with  a  band  pledged  to  sustain  tliat  of  law  and  order,  has  not,  neither  can  he 
have,  my  aaaent  to  his  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November  last  past.  At  the  period 
of  the  never-to-be'forgotten  epoch  of  Ayutia,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  iu 
crashing  out  a  despot,  oppressing  the  Mexican  masses,  I  marched  to  the  battle- 
field. Dot  only  to  seek  glory  in  triumphing  over  tyranny,  but  to  aci^uire  a 
groond-plan  whereon  the  people  could  erect  a  nation,  so  that  in  the  pages  of  a 
eacr«d  code  they  could  read  their  rights  and  duties. 

No  infraction  of  the  laws  nor  disobedience  to  the  supreme  power  has  thrown 
a  shade  npon  my  public  life  ;  on  the  contrary,  wherever  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  nation  have  beeo  menaced,  the  sons  of  Michoacaa,  with  myself,  have  ever 
been  foremost  in  their  defence. 

Benito  Juarez,  victim  of  the  scandalous  coup  d'etat  of  Cnmonfort,  ii  well 
aware  that  among  the  ranks  of  the  constitutional  army,  organized  to  defend  the 
supreme  authority,  I  have  been  always  ready  fnr  the  sustenance  of  the  law*, 
and  willing  to  die  before  consenting  to  their  violation.  It  is  io  sn<:h  high  esteem 
I  hold  the  cardinal  principles  of  right,  acquired  through  shedding  of  Mexican 
blood. 

The  consequences  of  our  present  war  are  not  mute  witnesses  of  my  devotion 
to  the  laws.  A  prisoner  of  war  at  Pupbia,  and  transported  to  France  as  such, 
I  have  never  recognized  any  other  cause  but  that  of  the  republic,  nor  any  other 
authority  than  that  imposed  upon  me  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  congenial 
to  the  fundamental  code.  Notwithstnnding  that,  obedience  bas  natural  limits. 
and  thus,  as  I  would  consider  it  a  crime  to  oppose  legitimate  authority,  I  would 
regard  it  a  slill  greater  crime  to  obey  one  who  usurps  illegally  the  sovereign 

Benito  Juarez  has  finished  his  career,  for  nothing,  according  to  mj  conception, 
can  authorize  hie  perpetuation  in  authority ;  neither  can  he  exclude  the  person 
to  whom  the  law  gives  the  succession  in  a  determinate  manner.  Condeqnently, 
Senor  Joarez  is  but  a  private  individnal,  and  the  presidency  of  the  republic  has 
reverted  to  the  constilational  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  who  is 
the  only  man  entitled  to  direct  the  destinies  of  the  country.  Therefore,  as  the 
last  constitutional  governor  of  the  State  of  Michoacan,  or,  as  general  of  division 
in  the  army,  you  will  please  accept  my  opinion,  which  I  have  set  forth  in  reply 
to  your  circular,  appealing  to  those  placed  by  the  will  of  the  people  to  watch, 
through  all  time,  over  the  national  rights  witljin  their  respective  jurisdictions. 

Please  accept  the  expression  of  my  high  est«em.  Independence,  liberty,  and 
the  coastitutjon ! 

E.  HUERTA. 

The  General  of  Division  J.  G.  Obtboa, 

CmutiluCimal  PretidenC  of  tie  Mexican  Republic.  .rfgaA 

G0.V8TITUT10KAL  Frbsidbncy  of  thb 

SuPKIJMEi  OutlKT  OF  THK  MbXICA\  REPUBI.rC, 

iSin  Antimio  de  Bexar,  Februari/  3,  1366. 

I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  the  protest  and  manifesto  which  I  caused  to 

he  published  in  this  city,  respecting  the  coup  d'etat  perpetrated  hy  Benito 

Juarez  on  the  8th  day  of  November  of  last  year.     1  sent  through  you  from  New 

York  to  Sraior  Juarez  the  document  alluded  to.    As  it  was  not  of  a  private 
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cliaractcT,  hut  Telntlve  to  pnbUc  and  national  afiaire,  I  trnst  that  yon  will  inpply 
me  with  all  iletnila  in  reference  to  its  reception,  accompanying  the  information 
with  any  dnciiioent  you  may  posHeBs. 

Clotlied  as  you  are  with  ap  official  poiition,  I  hope  that  yon  will  likewiK 
favor  me  with  your  vii^we  ai  to  the  act  of  Sunor  Juarez,  of  which  I  bare  made 
meitlion,  and  as  to  that  which  you  have  done  either  in  approving  or  condemning 
the  wnie. 

'i'he  nation  lias  a  right  at  all  times,  and  more  eeppcially  daring  its  hour*  of 
trial,  to  karu  the  conduct  of  public  officers. 

As  for  myself,  and  placed  in  the  poaition  of  president  of  the  court  through 
popular  suffrnge,  1  believe  myself  compelled  to  gather  such  tDformation,  ao  89  to 
C'imply  with  the  obligations  imposed  upon  me  by  my  duty,  and  the  circum- 
BiancKS  of  the  national  eituatioD. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  the  constitution ! 

J.  G.  ORTEGA. 

GUILI.KHMO  PrIBTO, 

P-oitnuuter  General  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 


Office  of  Postmaster  Genishai,  of  the  Mexican  Bbpuslic. 

San  AnCmiio  de  Bexar,  February  15,  1S(>6. 

The  misfortune  of  suffering  in  my  eyesight  deprives  me  of  the  pleasure  of 
ani^wering  your  official  note  antographically,  and  as  extensively  sa  I  would  wish; 
consequenliy,  I  am  obliged  to  send  you  copies  of  the  documents  to  which  yoa 
imake  allusion. 

1'hc  first  is  a  copy  of  a,  letter  sent  to  an  intimate  fripiid  in  Chibnahna,  and 
exhibits  in  the  amplest  manner  my  opinion  with  respect  to  the  coup  d'etat,  free 
from  all  other  motives  than  those  of  sorrow  at  the  unexpected  retention  of  au- 
thority by  Senor  Juarez.  I  have  the  honor  of  assuring  yon  that  my  conduct 
has  been  entirely  consistent  with  my  ideas.  At  the  time  I  suspected  the  in- 
ciedible  weaknei^a  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  republic,  I  demoDstmted  lo 
him  personally,  and  in  the  roost  earnest  manner,  the  consequences  of  his  defigit. 
I  'made  public  my  disapproval  of  the  scheme,  and  to  avoid  scandal  sent  in  my 
resignution,  which  was  not  accepted  ;  while,  in  my  discourse  of  September  16, 
I  alluded  to  ibe  advantages  Senor  Juarez  would  obtain  by  swerving  from  the 
paih  of  usurpation.  I  caused  my  name  to  be  stricken  from  the  head  of  the 
<rfficial  newspaper  when  publication  of  the  decrees  of  the  covp  d'etat  were  made. 
1  had  publish^  that  paper  gratuitously  for  two  years.  ITinally,  crossing  the 
desert,  1  retired  to  a  foreign  country,  separating  myself  from  a  class  of  persons 
attempting  to  impose  npou  the  nation  as  law  scholastic  cunning,  which  the  peo- 
ple will  have  the  good  sense,  doubtlessly,  never  to  accept. 

The  other  documents  which  I  forward  are  copies  of  letters  exchanged  with 
■Senor  Juarez.  I'hey  will  bear  me  ont  in  saying  that  I  placed  the  letter  which 
yiiu  intrusted  to  me  in  the  hands  of  that  high  fanctionary  ;  that  he  was  aware 
of  your  being  in  a  foreien  country,  with  the  intention  of  remainiug  there  for  a 
lime ;  that  he  never  exhibited  the  slightest  disapprobation  of  your  conduct ;  and. 
'finally,  that  be  did  not  answer  you  until  the  7th  of  September,  at  a  time  when 
it  was  publicly  known  that  the  idea  of  the  coup  d'etal  existed  with  the  cabinet. 

I  believe  what  I  have  said  will  cover  the  object  of  your  note ;  as  for  myself, 
I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  I  have  performed  everything  possible, 
diiinsistent  with  my  duty. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  the  constitntion  1 

GUILLERMO  PfilETO. 

"General  J.  G.  Ortboa, 

Conttitutional  PretidcTU  nfthe  Republic  ofMexie^^ 

...jC.ooglc 
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[Slrktlj  confideolUI  ] 

Paso  del  Norte,  Onlolin-  31,  1SC6. 
Mv  Dkab  Fra.vk;  Tliis  will  be  uo  letter,  bat  a  panorama  of  the  ramble 
»hock  which  I  Buffer  in  n  painful  manner.  You  wilt  cmnprehend  my  meaning' 
by  re&ding  tliit  enclosed  decree,  issued  bj  Benito  Juarez  on  this  date — a  decree 
which  it  is,  at  this  moment,  impossible  tor  me  to  analyze,  as  I  feel  as  if  I  were 
in  the  midst  of  chaiiB,  The  decree,  as  yon  will  perceive,  is  apparently  accord- 
ing to  the  law,  bexidea  being  solicitous  for  the  well-being  of  the  army,  and  in 
accord  with  the  purest  sentiments  of  piilrioiism.  Ostensibly  it  is  a  measure 
which  docs  not  traui<cend  the  natural  fHCultiee  of  the  executive,  against  exercise 
of  which  opposition  would  be  made  only  from  selfish  motives.  But  a  careful 
peruaa.1  will  disclose  the  Jesuitical  mnsk  covering  the  presidential  qiiestiim,  so 
as  to  cloak,  during  the  nation's  most  sole'nn  trial,  in  the  most  aaiWious  and 
treacherous  manner,  by  surprise,  the  prologue  to  the  con/i  d'etat.  It  is  thrown 
forth  as  a  secret  poison  to  as^nssinate  lej^lity ;  it  is  designed  as  an  ingenious 
dagger  to  pierce  unnoticed,  but  to  leave  behind  an  incurable  wound  The 
allusion  to  Ortega  is  transparent  on  ev(;ry  line.  It  is  b<-  who  is  away  in  a  for- 
eign land,  leaving  wiih  license  and  absent  for  four  months.  It  cannot  mean 
Berriozabal,  for  he  was  recalled  by  express  orders ;  neither  is  it  Huerta  and  his 
companions,  for  they  are  exclud' d.  Oi'tega  is  the  party  denounced,  as  any 
reasonable  being  can  at  K  glance  detect. 

This  man,  whom  the  unalterable  law  declares  to  be  President  of  the  republic; 
this  man,  whose  tiile  was  conlii-m'^d  in  a  solemn  minnur  by  the  government 
but  a  abort  year  since,  when  pablic  opinion  accused  him  of  being  ambitious — 
whether  with  reason  or  not  we  cannot  say,  as  memory  of  hi4  defeat  at  Majoma 
remains  fresh,  as  aci'n»ations  ^mm  wliieh  he  wot  absohvd  by  gimemmeHt  are 
still  being  fanned  by  hate  and  malice — thia  man,  I  say,  is  not  judged  nor  con- 
demned, out  his  power  is  torn  from  him.  as  one  dangerous  to  the  common  weal, 
or  unworthy  his  trust  No!  the  law  is  spread  as  a  trap  so  as  to  render  him 
helple^ ;  when,  thus  enchained,  he  is  wounded  and  robbed  of  his  legitimnt'i 
functions. 

L)o  not  think  for  a  moment  that  I  am  pleading  for  Ortega  as  an  individual.  I 
defend  him  as  he  at  this  moment  stands,  the  persoiiilicatioo  of  right.  I  neither 
favor  bim  nor  dread  him,  nor  have  I  evidence  to  show  him  preferable  to  Juarez, 
but  in  all  justice  I  regard  him  as  an  exponent  of  the  law,  whom  they  desire  to 
override  with  a  cowardly  intrigue,  concocted  in  secrecy  and  out  of  the  popular 
sight-  Tbe  decree  is  a  confusion  of  ideas,  which  renders  its  unravelling  ditticalt. 
The  presidential  (^estion  is  a  simple  one;  the  constiiuiion  places  a  deltnite  and 
positive  term  tii  the  presidential  office,  so  that  a  usurpation  is  impodsilile.  It 
expresses  that,  no  matter  what  may  happen,  the  predidunt  of  the  court  shall  be 
tbe  substitute  for  the  President  when  the  term  of  office  of  this  Isst  expires,  and 
no  election  is  held  for  his  successor.  The  subterfuge  of  declaiming  the  incum- 
bents 10  remain  in  office  until  a  new  election  is  not  expressly  set  forth,  bat  im- 
plied, in  my  estimation  :  First,  because  tliis  case  is  lilce  all  others,  and  provided 
tor  in  the  constitution ;  secondly,  because,  when  tlie  law  regulating  elections 
was  adopted,  the  contrary  was  held;  and,  lastly,  because,  in  the  fitmous  answer 
of  Lerdo  to  Ortega,  government  denied  the  right  to  change  the  law. 

Ortega  Icfl  the  country  npon  leave  of  absence,  advised  the  Koveromcntof  bis 
residence,  placed  his  services  at  its  option,  wrote  directly  to  Jniaex,  and  still  re- 
ceived no  sign  of  its  disapprobation.     To  all  of  this  you  are  a  witness. 

The  previous  career  ot  Ortega  in  Chihuahua  gave  no  evidence  of  irregularity 
or  insolence;  he  respected  the  resolutions  of  the  government;  he  acquiesced  in 
its  mandates,  and  left  to  make  himself  useful.  But  that  nothing  should  be 
wARtiug  in  this  violation  of  the  law,  it  is  concocted  with  ingenious  perversion, 
which  id  eoitgbt  lo  be  excused  by  sophistry  and  perfidy.     Woe  it  anticipated  or 
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fonnd  inconvenient  ttiat  Ortega  ehonld  not  come  into  powert  Then  why  did 
they  not  tnimp  np  »  thoneand  rea^one  or  planeible  pretexts  to  incapacitate  biut 
IrVaa  it  not  rumored  that  he  committed  an  error  while  exercieing  power  as  gorer- 
nor  of  ZacatecHB,  and  thereby  deHtroyed  hie  right  to  the  pnaition  of  prCBidcot  iif 
the  court  T  Was  it  not  reported  that  he  should  iiave  been  court-martialed  forhi* 
conduct  at  Hajoma }  If  so,  why  did  he  coutiune  vested  with  anlhority  and 
recognized  as  successor  to  the  presidency  ? 

We  wiil  suppose  tliat  Ortega  deserves  the  prosecution  no  openly  institoled 
against  him.  What  is  the  power  lor  his  judgment  ?  Has  not  the  constitutioD 
prescribed  the  method  of  procednre  T  Is  there  no  restiictinn  imposed  upon  (he 
laculties  which  the  government  has  arrogated,  thmsting  the  future  into  the  em- 
brace of  usurpation  and  abeolutisni  T  Why  deceive  the  nation  with  this  assninp- 
tion  of  peijury  and  falsehood?  Is  it  possible  that  the  |ireFence  of  a  foreign 
enemy  renders  us  blind  to  the  theft  perpetrated  upon  the  national  laws,  upon  the 
most  preciouii  of  conquered  rights  1  Is  not  all  this  formality  and  falsi&catiOD 
the  proper  weapons  of  usurpers! 

Juarez  baa  heretofore  been  my  idol,  both  on  acconot  of  bis  virtues  and  hii 
having  been  chosen  by  the  law,  for  his  standard  was  our  glory  and  our  rigbu, 
and  were  we  to  fail,  we  must  succumb  in  defence  of  tbe  taw.  What  remains  of 
our  political  edifice!  Whoni  shall  we  respect  f  Does  it  moke  any  difference 
whether  the  usurper  be  named  Santa  Anna  or  Comonfort,  or  Cc'iallos,  as  oi 
old.  or  Juarez,  the  suicide  of  to-day?  We  will  suppose  that  Juraez  was  ■ 
political  necessity,  and  that  bis  administration  was  immaculate.  Did  he  derive 
reputation  apart  from  his  official  position  1  We  will  not  hazard  the  piesumptioa 
that  a  change  would  prove  distasteful,  or  tbat  out  exterior  relations,  being  par- 
alyzed, would  prove  the  cause  of  anarchy.  Has  nut  usurpation  the  same  or 
greater  dangers }  What  would  be  the  result  from  the  discontent  of  the  adbrr- 
ents  of  Juarez  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  where  they  »rc  very  few  in  number?  I*, 
then,  discontent  comparable  to  the  disaff^-etion  of  Negrete,  of  Zaeatecas,  of  the  di- 
vision of  tbe  army  in  the  State  of  Sinalns,  and  of  tbe  remainder  of  the  republic  ? 
Yet  all  this  occurs  tlirough  the  action  adopted  by  Juarez,  The  partisans  ut  prin- 
ciple will  not  recognize  Juares  in  the  future,  for  they  advocate  principle:^,  nil 
men.     Such  being  the  case,  will  it  jusLify  a  deliberate  rii<ing  in  favor  of  Orte^:i! 

What  are  our  foreign  relations  ?  Who  will  assure  us  that  the  United  Stata 
will  continue  their  sympathy  after  this  coup  d'etat,  as  they  always  follow  prin- 
ciples, and  not  persons  ? 

And  what  an  instrument  to  onr  disadvantage  will  he  this  act  in  the  bands  of 
our  enemies  when  knowledge  of  it  becomes  diffused  to  the  world  at  large. 

Anarchy  ?  It  is  a  word,  under  the  circumstances,  wbich  terrifies  more  ibsnil 
injures ;  it  exists  already,  and  through  it  may  be  saved  tlie  national  honor. 

There  can  be  no  anarchy  when  there  is  unity  in  thought,  and  this  unity  em- 
ployed to  put  down  the  invasiou.  If  Arteaga  and  Begules,  Fernando  Ortsfiii 
Itiva  PalacioB,  and  Rosales,  and  all  the  chiefi",  had  been  subjected  to  or  omiiii'il 
onr  orders,  what  would  have  become  of  tbe  country  ?  Anarchy  is  horrible  wheo 
the  ambition  of  different  men  is  loosened  to  run  riot  Then  tbe  struggle  betwern 
the  strong  and  the  weak  commences  on  tbe  same  soil.  But  tbe  country  withont 
a  head  would  have  an  insurrection,  and  tbat  this  would  he  common  will  be  the 
supreme  good  of  tbe  country.  Would  not  tbe  nation  be  convulsed  to  see  tk 
flag  of  the  invader  disappear,  only  to  give  place  to  another  equally  illegal  and 
equally  detested  1 

In  any  case  shnutd  evil  befall  the  country,  Juarez  and  those  who  have  alluivJ 
him  to  his  ruin  will  stand  tbe  blame,  and  not  those  who  follow  tbe  path  of  duly 
and  honor  respecting  the  public  will  of  tbe  country,  wbich  is  expressly  dk'u- 
tioned  in  tbeir  fundan.eutal  code.  I  even  go  further,  and  suppose  this  vximnr- 
diuary  feat  of  jugglery  of  Juarea  to  terminate  happily.  Is  it  honorable  to  fol- 
low him  ?     Is  it  right  to  acknowledge  such  a  vaulting  over  the  law  ?     Ought  we 
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to  tolerate  thie  act,  thas  authorizing  others  of  a  similar  nature  which  would  very 
goon  follow  ?     For  my  part  I  will  ntot. 

I  have  been  so  candid  with  yon  so  far  that  not  even  the  fear  of  the  constitn- 
tion's  being  broken  stops  me.  Otir  cause  is  so  grand  that  the  glory  of  driring 
oat  the  invaders  would  be  nnfading,  and  this  might  tempt  me  to  act  against  the 
laws.  But  no  ;  that  would  be  reputation  for  the  life  of  the  country.  I  have  not 
done  it  yet.     I  am  not  frigbtened. 

I  am  frightened  to  conteinplate  Juarez  as  a  revolutionist,  inert,  crippled,  hng- 
gling,  occupying  himself  with  misrepresentations,  or  in  elevating  the  baseness  of 
vengeance  against  a  certain  person  to  the  height  of  a  state  question.  Oan  you 
imagine  Juarez  as  a  revolutionist  T  What  are  the  rights  of  this  man  1  What  bis 
strength  f  Are  the  destinies  of  a  country  to  be  subverted  at  the  call  of  a  scene 
shifter  7  Can  this  rushing  of  a  country  into  perdition  be  caused  by  cautious  but 
deceitful  night  vigils  and  thought]  Is  it  virtue  to  break  the  law  1  Is  it  right 
to  be  the  judge  in  your  own  case  }  la  it  honorable  that  the  culprit  should  turn 
the  tables  on  his  judge  and  declare  him  a  thief,  because  he  happens  to  acquire  a 
temporal  power  I 

I  repeat  that  I  grope  in  darkness  and  know  not  where  to  turn. 

How  obscure  and  treacherous  is  this  document ;  bow  it  omits  the  name  of  Or- 
t<>ga ;  what  an  innocent  and  natural  air  it  bears.  If  we  say  to  the  government. 
Here,  that  artful  idea,  that  order,  is  an  ambush  from  behind  which  you  will  as- 
sassinate the  legitimate  possessor  of  what  you  declare  to  be  your  inheritance  ; 
then  they  might  s.iy.  What  do  you  deduce  from?  Damn  anathemas  on  the  ca- 
lumniator.    Hhame  and  punishment  to  the  suspicious  rogue  1 

I  saw  this  intrigue  coming  and  I  threw  up  my  position,  liecanse  I  bad  neither 
labor  to  perform  nor  means  of  livelihood.  My  renouncement  of  office  was  not 
accepted,  and  I  was  retained  so  as  to  martyrize  me,  or  for  tbe  purpose  of  having 
tnc  desert  my  position  in  an  infamous  way,  so  that  this  desertion  might  be  used 
as  a  g^S  to  stop  my  just  reproof  of  what  I  knew  to  be  a  turning  of  the  truth,  the 
abjuration  of  the  law,  the  improbable  transformation  of  the  legitimate  govern- 
ment into  a  strolling  company  of  actors,  who  wish  to  enact  plays  after  the  manner 
of  Napoleon  the  Little,  and,  0  shame!  after  tbe  style  of  Maximilian  tbe  Rickety  ! 

Can  yon  imagine  what  I  have  suffered  7    Can  yon  imagine  my  situation  when 
I  am  tbe  exception  among  those  gentlemen  1 
I  am  yoursi  affectionately, 

GUILLERMO  PEIETO. 


Paso  del  Nobtr,  October  I,  1865. 
Uv  Dear  Fkiknd  and  Sir:  The  last  two  times  in  which  I  have  seen  you> 
you  have  manifested  that  yoa  were  displeased  with  me.     This  displeasure  is 
cansed  doubtlessly  by  my  having,  in  a  thoughtless  moment,  disclosed  my  ideas 
at  a  pablic  entertainment,  but  which  I  am  proud  to  say  were  conformable  to  tbe 
law  and  the  honor  of  tbe  government.     Having  lost  your  esteem,  I  miss  one  of 
the  most  powerful  reasons  for  being  near  your  perBon,  as  well  as  the  small  recom-    ' 
pense  of  eight  years  of  public  service,  in  all  of  which  time  I  have  given  patent 
proofs  of  my  loyalty  to  the  cause,  and  of  affection  to  you  personally.     Misrep- 
resentation is  a  degradation,  and  I  have  remained  here  so  as  not  to  degrade  my- 
self.    I  beg  of  you  as  a  special  favor  that  you  give  an  order,  causing  tbe  labors 
of  the  administration  of  the  post  offices  to  cease,  which  in  fact  arc  useless,  for  I 
neither  have  anything  to  do  in  that  respect,  nor  have  I  any  salary,  and  thie 
order  will  rid  you  of  me,  and  rid  me  from  being  the  victim  of  penary. 
I  ani>  aa  ever,  your  servant  and  friend, 

GUILLEEMO  PRIETO. 

BE.1ITO  JUARBZ. 
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Paso  dbl  Nortb,  Octohtr  1, 1S65. 

Mr  Dbar  Fhib\d:  I  answer  yarn  letU-r  of  to-day,  hj  enyiag  that  I  Munnt 
givf  tbe  order  to  stop  the  ad  mi  Diet  ration  of  poet  offices  aa  you  wish,  because  iliiti 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  government  commencing  the  deetraction  of  pnlilic 
ndminUlTation.  Let  the  eucmy  deelroy  it  if  they  have  the  power,  unA  »ucb 
Blionid  be  the  destiny  of  my  country,  but  I  sball  nei'.her  do  it  nor  allow  it  to  be 
done  80  long  aB  I  am  able  lo  prevent  it.  If  you  have  been  wanting  in  circum- 
tpection  in  tbe  matter  of  which  you  epeak  I  can  gay  uothing,  as  you  have  ■ 
laithfu]  and  sincere  friend  which  can  fatiefy  you  b>'  approving  or  disapproving 
your  conduct;  I  hat  friend  ia  your  own  conscience,  to  which  I  appeal  without 
having  tbe  necessity  of  verbal  explanations  in  this  matter,  or  any  other  parti- 
culatB  which  yon  may  not  wish  to  infotm  me  of,  or  I  may  wish  to  ask  of  yiio. 

Before  closing  ihia  letter  I  oek  of  you  a  favor,  which  is,  that  you  hrin^  to 
your  memory  that  I  never  have  said  to  you  nor  authorized  you  to  say  to  Gene- 
ral Gonzalez  Ortega,  in  my  name,  that  lie  could  remain  indefinitely  away  fnim 
his  countiy.  It  has  never  been  my  pleasure  to  tell  any  one  to  do  anything  bat 
what  he  liked  best.  Neither  have  I  authorized  any  one  to  pursue  the  idad  uf 
dishonor. 

I  am,  as  always,  your  true  friend, 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

GuiLLBRMO  PkIBTO. 


Faso  dbl  Nortb,  October  I,  18C5. 

My  EfTBRMBi)  Fribnd  and  Sir  :  I  did  not  wish  for  an  order  to  destroy  the 
adminieiration  of  post  offices,  but  that  the  labors  of  it  should  ceaso,  which  in 
fact  is  the  case.  I  have  appealed  to  my  conscience,  and  that  is  ant  only  Mtii- 
6ed  hut  proud.  I  have  never  written  one  single  syllable  to  General  Orirgn, 
neither  as  coming  from  myedf  nor  yourself,  in  regard  to  your  feelingi*  nboni  li» 
indefinite  permanency  away  from  hid  country.  Once,  in  a  private  conversaiioo 
between  Iglesias  (minister  of  hacienda  and  gobemacion,  in  the  Juarez  cabinet) 
and  myself,  I  said  to  him  that  Ortega  had  written  to  you  through  mc,  in  whifb 
l<:tter  he  cxpfcseed  a  wish  to  labor  for  our  country  in  the  United  States,  an'l 
asking  your  approbation.  In  answer  to  which  letter  you  told  me  that  you  hail 
Slid  to  him  to  act  in  conjunction  with  Uoinero,  (Mexican  minister  to  tbe  Uiiit^ 
States.)  I  added  in  that  conversation  that,  taking  thi;<  reply  as  a  guide,  yuu 
were  not  averse  to  his  remaining  away  from  his  country.  This  answer  covert 
the  grounds  of  your  letter  Xtt  me,  which  ought  neither  to  offend  yon  nor  snspeci 
your  future  intentions,  and  gives  you  proof  of  my  proceedings.  Any  way,  if 
you  can  in  any  manner  so  fix  it  as  to  enable  me  to  separate  myself  from  my 
position,  BO  that  it  will  not  appear  as  if  f  had  been  expelled,  bni  only  as  a  mut- 
ter of  deliciuy  on  my  part,  I  shall  be  very  mnch  obliged  if  you  will  iiifurm  me 
us  to  the  manner. 

Respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

GUILLERMO  PBIETO. 

Bemto  Juarbz. 


Paso  dbl  Nortb,  October  1,  18C5. 
Mv  ESTRRMRD  Frteivd:  I  am  snre  that  I  could  never  have  told  you  that  I 
would  have  anBwered  Ortega  by  telling  him  to  act  in  concert  with  Romem.  I 
recollect  having  answered  Ortega  on  the  7th  day  of  September  last,  simply 
telling  him  that  he  could  not  receive  the  authority  which  he  asked  for,  and  tbij 
is  the  first  time  that  I  have  ever  told  any  one  what  I  bad  written  to  your  cud- 
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ftitaent.  (Ortpga  )     I  am  very  bappy  to  know  that  yon  bnve  so  clear  and  prond 
n  conncimice ;  for  that  being  the  cSbr,  you  will  live  tranquilly. 

I  cannot  grant  yonr  prayer  in  regard  to  the  ceasing  of  the  labors  of  the  gene- 
ral ad  ministration  of  post  offices,  becan^e  I  have  not  the  wish  to  assist  the  in- 
Ta'lcrs  of  Mexico  in  di^^rcditin^  the  adminietnition  of  my  conntry.  I  cannot 
It'll  you,  either,  to  leave  yonr  office,  becanse  I  bnve  neither  a  motive  to  tell  yon 
*ii,  nor  does  ibe  government  repel  yon,  nor  are  yon  a  stnmbliag-lilock  in  the 

I  am  your  affectionate  friend, 

BESITO  JUAREZ. 

Guif.LKflM»  PRIETU. 

Paso  Drl  Norte,  October  2,  1865. 

Mv  Esteemed  Fribnd.ano  Sik:  When  I,  in  May  or  June  last,  placed  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Ortega  into  your  hands,  I  am  snre  that  yon  then  said  to  me  that 
yon  were  going  to  answer  Ortega  to  the  effect  ih.it  he  shonld  act  in  concert  with 
Romero.  Ir  you  did  or  did  not  do  it  I  cannot  t^ay,  neither  do  I  know  what  you 
said  lo  him  in  your  letter  of  last  month.  The  former  idea,  that  i«  to  say,  that 
of  May  or  June,  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Iglesias  then,  and  this  is  a  proof  t?  me 
that  I  am  not  mistaken. 

I  do  not  think  that  there  wonid  have  been  dishonor  in  suspending  the  labors 
of  the  general  administration  of  post  officfs,  nor  with  my  ceasing  to  operate 
woald  th«  invaders  have  been  assisted,  for  by  the  same  reasoning  is  it  not  ridi- 
culous to  believe  that  the  ceasing  of  the  administration  of  sciiled  paper,  public 
loiteriea  and  eustom-houi'cs,  have  also  as<>isTed  the  invasion }  I  proposed  that  I 
should  be  considered  as  having  resigned,  for  the  reason  that  the  public  should 
not  know  that  there  could  be  a  cause  of  difference  between  you  and  myself. 
To  stop  all  furtlicr  doubts,  and  to  close  a  correspondence  which  occupies  your 
aticalim),  I  herewith  i>ciid  my  resignation,  which  1  hope,  as  a  great  and  only 
favor,  may  be  at  once  attended  to. 

1  am  your  a&cetionate  servant, 

GUILLERMO  PRIETO. 

Bbmto  Juarez. 

ICopy  of  resiBUBlion.] 
Orficbop  Ge.vbral  Admix  ism  ATI  on  of  P  O  , 

Paso-dd  Hortr,  Ocioher  2,  1865. 
There  beinir  no  duties  to  perform  in  the  general  ndmini^irntion  of  post  offices, 
and  my  prei^enco  in  this  place  beiiig  of  no  consequence  to  my  causr — nu  the 
contrary,  a  source  of  niipleas:int  feeling* — I  beg  of  you  to  entreat  the  President 
to  grant  me  leave  to  ri-side  wherever  I  may  see  fit,  and  if  this  should  seem  im- 
po^siblt",  to  admit  the  formal  resignation  which  I -make  to  the  office  of  general 
administrator  of  post  offices. 

GUILLERMO  PRIETO. 
The  Ml.NiSTER  op  Statb. 

Paso  uel  Norte,  0<:loher  2,  18G5. 
My  Esteemed  Frie.vd:  I  perfectly  well  recollect  that  I  did  not  tell  you 
what  I  was  g"ing  to  answer  Ortega  when  you  brought  me  his  letter.     I  said 
that  I  would  answer  him  in  a  courteous  au'l  polite  mannur  and  nothing  more. 

I  will  present  your  resignation  to  the  proper  parties,  and  in  due  time  will 
communicate  to  you  their  resolution. 
Your  affectionate  friend. 


GulLLBRMO  PrIISTO. 


BENITO  JUAREZ. 
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Rbpubuca\  Army  of  Mexico,  Officb  of  BmaADiiiR  Ggmbral, 

San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  February  6,  18G6. 

Notwithstanding  the  Bcveral  Bupremo  decrees  which  would  have  juBiified  me 
at  different  timeB  to  have  eeparnted  myself  fmm  the  Mexican  government,  yet 
their  indisputable  title  to  legality  made  me  remain  at  the  side  of  A[r.  Juan-z. 
where  I  would  now  be  were  it  not  for  the  deei«es  of  the  8th  of  November, 
which  I  consider  as  an  attempt  against  constitutional  order. 

When  General  Comonfort,  colleaguing  with  a  portion  of  the  army,  tihiflding 
himself  behind  the  memory  of  glorious  deeds,  and  flattered  by  parties  inl*rwt<'H, 
gave  his  coup  d'itat,  I,  in  my  humble  position,  withdrew  from  the  armed  moh, 
and  did  not  vacillate  an  instant  in  giving  my  support  to  him  who  wa«  prefidnit 
of  the  supreme  court  of  justice,  and  who  shortly  entered  into  the  exercise  of  thi- 
presidential  power.  In  the  struggle  for  reform,  I  bad  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the 
number  who  composed  the  army  that,  victorious  in  the  capital,  were  the  first  to 
aggrandize  the  head  of  the  government,  so  that  in  hia  a^randizemont  might  be 
seen  the  triumph  of  the  law.  During  the  present  wur,  the  more  adverse  to  onr 
cause  was  fortune,  the  more  inBeparable  have  I  been  to  the  government,  and  Mr. 
Juarez  will  bear  me  witness,  tliat  on  treading  the  confines  of  the  republic,  when 
it  appeared  that  we  touched  the  limits  of  our  territory  and  our  hopes  at  the  same 
time,  I  was  one  of  the  few  who  carried  that  far  their  faith  and  respect  for  the 
government  which  still  upheld  the  jittered  but  glorious  banner  of  the  nation. 

The  decrees  of  the  8rh  of  November  changed  the  face  of  sfTairs,  and  threw  (be 
country  back  to  the  times  when  an  obscure  plot  displaced  the  will  of  the  niition ; 
and  when  reason,  which  is  the  law,  ceded  its  place  to  arbitrariness,  which  is 
nothing  but  a  manifestatiiin  of  tyranny,  I  found  myself  more  than  any  one  el<e 
obliged  to  separate  myself  from  the  so-called  government,  because  to  a  solditT 
there  was  not  even  the  excuse  that  power  was  retained  so  as  to  continue  the 
struggle,  for  the  same  coup  d'etat  only  asked  from  the  people  their  imdiffermet  i« 
exchange  Jbr  the  goeemment'i  inaction. 

I  have  arrived  here,  after  extreme  difficulty,  so  that  you  who  have  the  Inti- 
mate title  to,  and  imperious  duty  of  saving  the  independence  and  laws  of  the 
country,  might  see  me  at  your  side  in  the  station  and  manner  which  yon  may 
see  fit,  when  you  head  the  ranks  of  the  defenders  of  independence. 

Having  made  this  declaration,  I  comply  with  the  duties  which  honor  impoKS 
on  me ;  and  if,  through  any  motive  which  I  beforehand  respect,  you  should  not 
find  it  convenient  to  present  yourself  within  the  republic,  I  will  go  and  Join  any 
soldiers  who  carry  our  flag  as  their  symbol,  without  having  lost  for  one  moment 
faith  in  the  holiness  of  our  cause  through  your  absence ;  and  thus  I  shall  not  be 
in  the  sad  condition  of  him  who  tramples  the  laws  and  honor  of  bis  country 
under  foot  to  save  our  independence,  nor  of  him  who  compounds  with  the  tram- 
gressions  of  Mr.  Juarez. 

My  acts  will,  at  any  rate,  serve  to  explain  my  opinions,  and  be  a  proof  that 
I  neither  received  nor  complied  with  the  watchword  to  break,  by  force  of  aim^ 
the  rights  of  the  nation. 

Liberty  and  reform! 

FERNANDO  POUSEL. 

General  Jrsus  O.  Orteoa, 

Contlilutional  Prrndent  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  . 

Army  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  Office  of  Brioadibr  Genkbal. 

San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  December  18,  I8>i5. 

In  the  month  of  August  of  last  year  government  left  the  city  of  Ghihoabita 

and  went  to  Paeo  del  Norte,  giving  the  order  to  tbe  chiefs  and  officers  who  were 

attached  to  and  followed  it,  that  they  might  choose  a  place  of  residence  in  any 

place  not  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  also  that  it  should  not  be  JUl  Paso  dti 
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Xorte.     In  accordance  with  theec  orders,  several  chrefit,  and  I  among  tbein, 
look  the  road  to  Presidio  del  Norte,  and  there,  in  uiiienn  wilh  General  Nt'greti', 


ind  inspired  by  onr  patriotism,  we  fortunately  got  tngtlher  a  few  arn»  so  «a  to 
be  able  tn  hostitize  the  enemy.  Two  months  pnnaea,  during  which  time  I  be- 
came convinced  that  the  resources  of  the  State  being  frittered  away,  iin<l  the 
(■xecDtife  taking  no  initiative  part,  our  efforte  would  be  useless.  I  vacillated 
tH>iween  going  into  the  interior  of  the  republic  to  join  some  other  forces,  or  to 
go  to  the  United  States,  there  to  try  and  procare  arms,  when  1  hod  reason  to 
kuow  that  Juarez  was  seriously  nlottitig  hi»  perpetuation  in  power,  which  would, 
in  reality,  incapacitate  national  defence,  and  convert  the  army  into  the  escort  of 
a  usurper.  I  entered  the  career  of  arms  with  libe.ty  as  a  godfather.  I  wished 
to  en'er  into  citizenship  on  the  field  of  battle,  because  the  war  which  then  raged 
was  for  the  liberties  and  regeneration  ot  the  masses ;  and  the  commencement  of 
my  career  and  the  advent  of  Juarez  to  power  coinciding,  I  neither  had  any  other 
Dame  nor  other  flag  to  invoke,  nor  any  other  cause  thau  that  with  which  he  has 
been  identified. 

His  transformation  into  a  revolationist  was  his  disappearance  from  legal  right, 
■nd  an  army  could  only  serve  him  for  uses  entirely  personal.  The  evils  which 
1  then  foresaw,  the  eentimente  which  from  that  moment  animated  me,  and  my 
acknowledgment  of  yourself  as  President  of  the  republic  after  the  30th  of  No- 
vember, 1  made  manifest  to  you  through  a.  cummissioner  which  1  sent  to  New 
York  in  August  last,  I  coming  to  this  city  to  reside,  where  I  have,  as  you  know, 
been  as  Qsel'ul  as  1  could  be  to  the  commini  cause  of  our  country,  'i'his  is  tbe 
Mraple  explanation  of  my  conduct ;  I  think  it  fully  justified,  not  only  from  my 
iuword  feelings  of  conscience,  not  only  from  the  rigid  test  of  the  laws,  whose 
ouequivocal  tenor  condemns  Mr.  Juarez,  not  only  on  account  of  public  feeling, 
ivliich,  as  it  leaks  out,  shows  the  bitterness  felt  for  the  painful  loss  of  one  of  onr 
glorieo — for  the  name  of  Juarez  was  one  of  our  national  glories — but  on  account 
uf  the  overturning  of  the  legal  order,  and  the  danger  to  independence,  because 
governments  to  be  strong  must  be  just,  and  usurpation  carries  within  itself  the 
germs  of  weakness  and  annihilation.  I,  one  of  the  least  of  citixens.  but  in  my 
expression  of  national  conscience  as  gri.'at  as  any,  have  wished  to  protest  by 
my  coudact  against  the  coup  d'etat  of  Mr.  Juarez,  so  as  to  be  witness  that 
among  all  classes,  and  on  behalf  of  all  who  love  their  country,  there  is  a  nnani- 
DioDs  feeling  against  this  overturning  uf  the  public  right  of  the  nation,  against 
the  criminal  attempt  to  divide  the  lawful  cause  of  the  country,  and  against  the 
(irobable  effect  of  giving  cause  for  auarchy  and  fraternal  war  in  the  midst  of  our 
foreign  iuvasion,  and  the  danger,  even  if  triumphant  in  this  horrible  tnVasiou,  of 
receiving  the  terrible  inheritance  of  civil  war  and  capricious  rulers.  Having 
thus  expressed  my  feelings,  and  fully  convinced  that  you  are  the  legitimate 
head  of  the  government,  1  place  myself  at  your  orders,  so  that  I  may  be  em- 
ployed, even  if  only  as  a  cornmon  soldier,  in  the  defence  of  national  independ- 
ence.    Independence  and  liberty ! 

M.  QUESADA. 

Jest's  O.  Obtbua, 

Preiidfnt  <^  the  Rfptiblie  of  Mexico. 

New  Tobk,  February  22,  1866. 

Si« :  I  herewith  Bend  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  sent  to  Mr.  Benito 
Juarez  on  the  7ih  of  Octob,  r,  of  Uat  year.  You  will  noi«  the  frankness  with 
which  I  always  express  myself,  and  more  than  ever  when  my  feelings  are  brought 
in  contact  with  the  puliiics  of  my  country. 

Benito  Juarez,  blinded  in  the  extreme,  lias  just  given  a  terrible  blow,  not  only 
Bgaiust  the  constitution  and  natiouality  o[  the  republic  of  Mexico,  but  against 
himself.     I  trust  that  he  may  yet  tnm  his  steps  and  arrive  at  a  full  knowledge 
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of  tlie  gravity  nf  the  crime  wliich  he  has  committed.  As  in  my  letter  I  dilate 
fully  upon  the  uonduct  which,  in  my  helief,  Mr,  Jiuircz  ought  to  observe,  I  omit 
repealing  il  here,  but  I  winb  it  to  be  underetOMl  that  I  proteat  agaia^t  ihe  de- 
cree of  the  8th  of  Novejuber,  1865,  given  by  the  referred  to  Juarez,  whom  I  nnt 
only  consider  as  an  infamous  blot  in  a  government  which  is  known  as  a  coniiti- 
tntional  one,  hut  as  the  volume  in  which  is  recorded  the  expropriation  of  tlic 
rights  which  belong  to  a  people,  and  which  are  now  intrusted  by  them  to  the 
president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice. 

Indepeudence  and  liberty! 

JOAQUIN  VILLALOBOS. 

General  Jesus  G  Ortega, 

Pretidtnt  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 

New  Yobk,  Oeloher  7.  1665. 

Sir  :  The  eztraot dinary  events  now  transpiring  in  onr  country  is  the  reason 
why  I  direct  myself  to  you,  to  manifest  what  my  opinion  of  the  actual  slate  nf 
tlie  poliiical  horizon  is,  and  what  I  consider  as  just  and  necessary.  Do  not  lonk 
on  tins  letter  as  from  a,  pliilosopher,  which  I  am  not,  nor  as  the  result  of  a  par- 
tiality. What  I  wish  to  say  to  you  now  is  instigated  by  my  love  for  my  coantrv, 
and  for  those  republicnn  institutions  which  fortunately  still  rule  us.  Take  thid 
letter  in  that  light  and  hear  me. 

One  of  the  great  motives  which  has  actuated  France  in  originating  an  inter- 
vention, has  been  the  disorder  and  want  of  respect  to  the  laws  in  which  Jlexi- 
cans  have  always  lived.  Unfortnnately,  our  reform,  which  originated  the  sgniiy 
and  death  of  the  retrograde  party,  caused,  necessarily,  a  civil  war,  but  wbicb, 
in  Europe,  was  not  so  considered  as  necessary.  Each  party,  which  hod  come 
into  existence  up  to  the  time  of  the  revolution  of  Ayulla.  had  put  forward  their 
leaders,  only  to  depose  them  in  turn,  and  the  conservative  party,  incorrigilile 
to  the  last,  owes  its  downfall  to  the  villany  of  its  acta  and  men.  Sot  so  the 
liberal  party,  which,  convinced  that  its  only  guide  could  be  lam.  pursnei!  fmm 
the  Ayutla  revolution  a  Icgul  path  ;  and  neither  defeat  nor  obstacle  has  made  it 
change  from  its  original  resolution. 

The  desertion  of  Mr  Alvarez,  which  was  rather  turbulent,  compromised  ma- 
terially our  situation,  but,  fortunately,  a  pacific  arrangement  quieted  everylliing 
and  opened  the  path  to  the  presidency  lor  Mr.  Couionfort.  This  gentleman,  irho 
unfortunately  misunderstood  the  part  he  was  to  play,  and  wished  to  become  cIk 
gratuitous  thief  of  what  he  legally  possessed,  brought  to  light  the  famous  cot{ 
d'etat,  and,  in  doing  this,  infringed  the  law  and  changed  pubHc  opinion. 

You  know  perfectly  well  what  the  rtsult  was  of  this  notorious  act  The 
church  party  extended  its  arms  to  the  chief  of  the  revolution,  not  to  embrsc* 
him,  but  to  strangle  him,  and  Comonfort,  undeceived  a  few  hours  after  btl 
treason,  knew  that  military  force  had  lost  its  influence  in  the  country,  and  ihst 
nothing  but  the  law  held  full  dominion.  We  have  here  the  reason  why  ihi' 
apostate  of  Ayutia  opened  your  prison  doors  and  lefl  you  at  liberty  to  join  tJie 
army  which  was  waiting  fur  yon,  and  who  unauimojsly  acknowledged  yon  as 
the  head  of  government.  Nearly  all  the  States  lent  their  adhesion  to  yon  sod 
offered  to  sustain  you. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  case  that  when  Comonfort  violated  his  oath  lie  lefl  tbe 
field  open  for  the  ambitions  success  of  many  influential  politicians,  and  thai  it 
was  to  be  (eared  that  each  particular  faction,  civil  or  military,  should  each  take 
a  separate  and  distinct  road.  However,  this  was  not  ihe  case  ;  on  the  contrsry, 
every  republican  of  any  note,  capable  of  successfully  playing  his  ambitions  pan, 
constituted  himself  into  a  bulwark  of  the  law,  and  recognized  Benito  Juarci  u 
the  legitimate  successor  to  the  presideucy  of  Mexico, 

It  is  needless  to  follow  the  course  of  that  struggle  ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  ta 
all  the  defeats  of  our  army,  and  in  all  tbe  confusion  naturally  originating  fion 
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BO  many  rebuffs,  your  authority  w«b  never  r|neatioaed,  and  even  when  you  had 
to  leave  the  country  and  embark  on  foreign  waters  and  travel  through  f  reign  . 
couutties  to  return,  it  was  never  diareepeL'ted  or  doubted.  Vera  Cruz,  which 
iro8  the  place  choscii  by  the  republican  frovernment  for  a  temporary  cnpital, 
opened  itB  doors  to  the  eupreme  authority  of  the  nuiiou ;  it  I'deeu  its  walla  and 
give  ita  sons  for  the  defence  of  the  law  in  Eenito  Juarez.  The  triumph  of  the 
tiBiioDsl  caii^e  waa  finally  obtained,  and  the  capital  of  the  republic  offered  a  seat 
iu  iu  palace  to  the  legitimate  President. 

Later,  and  through  Ifgal  atepa,  the  election  for  conatitutional  Preaidcnt  was 
bfld.  A  iiortion  of  the  people  voted  against  you,  but  a  majority  elected  you  to 
that  pwicion,  and  yon  were  recognized  aa  President  )>y  all  parties. 

I'roui  that  time  the  oppoMtion  (to  which  party  I  belong]  has  criticiaed  your 
official  acta  through  the  press,  but  always  lawfully,  and  uever  have  advised  that 
yoa  (<hould  be  dispossessed  by  force  of  arma  of  your  poaition. 

Tbia,  without  doubt,  would  be  sufficient  to  prove  the  respect  rendered  by 
Meiicane  for  duly  elected  authorities  ;  but  God,  who,  doubtless,  wialu'd  to  dt!- 
moaatrate  in  a  stronger  manner  our  respect  for  the  law,  caused  foreign  intcr- 
ventiou  to  bu  landed  on  our  ehorea,  so  as  to  completely  prove  our  solidity.  In 
vain  have  Napoleon  and  his  aoldiers  tried  to  dianvow,  and  cauaed  to  be  disavowed, 
the  President  of  Mexico,  The  invader  baa  overrun  our  country  for  thr«.'e 
years,  in  every  direction,  and  baa  been  unable  to  overturn  the  lawful  pedestal 
on  which  our  banner  re^ta.  All  th^  forces  who  rise  to  defend  the  republic  do 
it  in  the  nan>e  of  Juarez,  the  lawa  which  are  given  forth  are  signed  by  Juarez, 
and  an  account  of  all  the  battles  won  or  loat  ia  made  to  Juarez,  and  the  llezican 
Uuited  States,  who  follow  no  model  not  fashioned  by  the  law,  acknowledge  uo 
olfaer  authority  nor  legitimate  power  excepting  that  of  Juarez.  It  will,  doubt- 
le^,  be  asked,  if  it  is  the  person  who  accompliahcs  all  this  ackuowledgment. 
Is  it  Benito  Jnares,  aolely  aa  Benito  Juarez,  who  does  all  thta  T  Undoubtedly 
DO.  He  may  be  pOBBeaaed  i>f  sufficient  virtues  to  command  great  respect,  but 
what  the  Mexican  United  States  and  society  recognize  is  not  Ueniio  Juarez,  but 
the  legality  of  thf  law. 

Well,  sir,  after  these  hasty  remarks  and  reflrctigns,  imagine  my  surprise  to 
learu  that  a  few  Mexicans  (residing  in  New  York,  calling  themselves  your 
friends,  and  also  of  our  nationality,  without  being  one  or  other)  aay,  that  not- 
wJlbstanding  your  term  of  office  lias  expired,  yon  ougbt  to  continue  in  power, 
alk'ging  reasons  which  are  far  from  being  aatiafactory.  These  persons,  unwit- 
tingly, are  striving  to  dim  the  glory  of  your  term,  and  woald  harl  ub  into  ead 
coiifnsion.  No  une  is  ignorant  of  the  path  pureued  from  the  time  of  Ayutia  to 
thiddate,  yet  it  seems  es  iftfais  interesting  branch  of  Mexican  history  id  not  known 
by  these  imprudent  advisers.  The  republic  has  no  other  method  of  being  saved 
except  through  a  respect  for  its  Inwa,  and  if  consent  was  given,  through  a  false 
cnuvietion,  to  their  counsels  to  violate  legality,  any  one  would  hereafter  have  the 
right  to  rise  as  sovenngn  and  rule  at  his  pleasure. 

One  of  the  rcatmu  given  by  those  who  wiah  you  to  continue  as  President  is,  that 
General  Gonzalez  Ortega  will  not  maintain  the  righta  of  the  nation  with  safety, 
and  will  occasion  the  loss  of  a  country  which  you  have  so  worthily  defeudt^. 
I  do  not  wish  to  judge  of  this.  It  may  be  that  they  ore  right,  or  they  iiuy  be 
wrong;  but  what  there  is  no  doubt  about  ia,  that  your  continuation  in  office 
illegally,  and  the  resistance  to  turn  over  the  goverament  which  the  law  demands 
shuuld  be  turned  over,  would  mnke  you.  not  the  President  of  the  rnpublie  of 
Mexico,  bnt  only  a  revolutionist.  One  great  proof  of  the  obedience  of  a  people 
who  love  republican  instilutioss  to  their  laws  is,  that  after  the  death  of  Lincoln, 
Johnson,  without  a  murmur  from  the  masses,  took  bis  seat  as  President.  Europe, 
which  accnscd  the  republics  of  being  based  on  false  systems  of  government,  on 
seeing  ibis  changed  ita  tone,  and  loudly  sang  a  thousaud  praises  in  honor  of  the 
system  which  it  hod  attacked.     When,  finally,  the  nDiversc  has  understood  that 
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it  iiiak<>s  but  liltle  difference  to  a  people,  who  obey  their  Uwb,  who  diMppean, 
,aud  thni  order  is  atill  maintAined ;  when  we  have  euch  glorious  ezamplce  before 
ua,  etiail  we,  Mexiuaiis,  be  the  first  to  defile  the  republic,  and  give  our  more 
Hcandalous  example  to  the  world  t  Which  would  be  greater  for  Joares — lo 
revolutinuize  and  aiiarchize  his  country,  or  deliver  up  the  Iruet  which  the  law 
demands,  and  thus  eai\tfy  both  the  law  and  his  conscience?  How  grand  a 
spectacle  wonld  it  be  to  itee  ou  the  wide  desert  of  Mexican  pnlitica,  where  there 
is  scarcely  a  green  spot  targe  eiiouf^h  to  spread  oar  book  of  codes,  lo  see  two 
men  open  ibie  book,  and,  changing  the  leaves,  take  or  leave  power  without  a 
struggle  and  in  peifect  hirmony.  What  chief  of  Mexico  would  doubt  the  validiij 
of  ihis  act,  and  would  not  tnke  courage  to  plume  his  ambition  in  honorable  flight  T 
The  occupation  by  Johnson  of  his  elevated  position  would  be  no  mure  an  act 
worthy  to  be  extolled  as  belonging  to  the  republican  form  of  govemment  I  ban 
wonld  be  offered  by  yon  by  so  just  an  example.  Then  wonld  all  the  severe 
criticisms  of  many  writers,  who  exaggerate  and  even  misunderetaod  onr  manner 
of  government,  be  tempered  in  their  censures,  and  these  scribblers  no  more  thi«w 
dirt  in  our  faces.  Then  would  the  celebrateid  Richard  Cobden  be  once  tnore  in 
the  wraiig,  for  he  has  declared  that  the  republic  of  Mexico  was  uDgoveniable, 
and  that  civilization  wonld  never  enter  its  doors. 

les,  Mr.  Juarez,  you  can  now  be  tbe  greatest  or  most  contemptible  man  of 
our  country.  Your  condnct  can  either  lower  ns  to  the  lowest  depths  or  elevate 
as  to  the  orbits  of  great  nations.  Do  not  become  recponsiblc  to  future  genere- 
tiona  for  evil  consequences,  nor  lend  a  willing  ear  to  aught  but  the  voice  of  the 
law  and  your  own  conscience.  Fortunately  you  are  in  the  position  to  act  as 
few  otliers.  You  have  home  tiie  national  standutd  nobly  for  three  years  and 
one-half,  in  cities  and  in  mountains,  and  on  ibe  same  Mexican  soil  you  can  turn 
it  over  to  your  successor.  If  he  takes  it  to  the  capital  of  the  republic,  not  oa 
this  account  will  yonr  glory  be  dimmed  ;  but  if,  unhappily,  this  flag  ehonld  be 
dishonored  iu  the  hands  of  the  new  President,  (here  will  remain  the  aatisfaction 
to  yon  of  having  been  able  to  fnlfil  what  others  could  not  do. 

Kscuse  my  thus  writing  to  yon;  and  I  repeat  that  if  theee  remarka  are  not 
the  best  counsels  I  can  give,  they  are  still  to  tbe  point. 
Kespectfully, 

JOAQUIN  VILLAL0B08. 

Bbmto  Juarez. 

The  Mexicans  who  sign  below,  residing  at  this  date  in  New  Tork,  on  account 
of  not  wishing  to  recognize  either  the  so-called  empire  of  Maximilian  or  foreign 
intervention,  and  knowing  that  the  legitimate  base  for  the  sustenance  of  demo- 
cratic principles,  and  of  the  natioTialtty  of  the  Mexican  republic  of  Mexico, 
consists  in  obeying  blindly  the  fundamental  compsct  which  binds  the  nation 
together,  therefore,  whatever  Mexican  spoms  said  fundamental  compact  is  not 
worthy  of  consideration  onlyasacreditor  for  the  severest  punishments  :  thertfotr, 

7bt.  We  protest  against  the  decree  of  Benito  Juarez,  given  on  the  Sth  of 
November,  18C5,  wherein  he  declares  hinisdf  President. 

Sd.  We  recognize  as  Preiiiident  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  during  tbe  lime 
accorded  to  him  by  the  law.  General  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega,  president  of  the 
supreme  court,  and  consequently  legitimate  successor  to  Mr.  Benito  Juares. 

3d.  A  copy  of  this  shall  be  sent  to  citizen  Jeens  Gonaalez  Ortega,  to  do  as 
he  likes  with,  and   tbe  original  shall  be  preserved  fur  whatever  may  occur 


wherein  it  may  be  needed. 


Nbw  Tork,  Fetruaty  30,  ] 


JUAN  TONGO, 

ColimH  in  the  MecieoM  Arm 
J   RIVERA. 
JUAN  N,  ENEIQUEZ  ORESTES. 


.Cauh^Ic 


CONDITION   OF  IFFAIBS   IN  MEXICO. 


SupplaneiU  to  the  firtt  pamphlet  of  iocumenit  puBlithed  bj/  General  Gonzalez 
Ortega,  to  excite  a  rebeUion  among  kit  eotaittymen  againit  the  national  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico.     (No.  S.J 

Aoother  word  to  tbe  Mexican  peupln  :  General  Gonzalez  Ortega  published  a 
pamphlet  in  this  city,  cootaiaing letters  and  other  eigned  docnmenta  from  Uezi- 
eans  oppneed  to  the  decrees  of  the  national  government,  iesned  the  8th  of 
November  Ia£t,  concerning  the  continnation  of  Joarez's  prefiidenUal  term  and 
Ortega's  reeponeibilitf.  Ho  says  he  did  not  publinh  mtmy  answers  to  letters 
addressei]  to  persons  at  a  distance,  becanse  they  were  privab',  as  if  a  pnblic 
opinion  could  not  be  expressed  in  a  private  letter,  as  it  is  done  by  Fatoni,  Prieto, 
and  Villalobos,  in  their  letters,  pnblished  by  Ort«ga  in  his  pamphlet.  We  do 
not  think  the  resolutions  drawn  up  in  New  York,  by  Tongo  and  Jacob  Sivera, 
and  Prieat  Henry  Orestes,  as  a  public  document.  To  snpply  Ortega's  omissioD, 
we  pnblisb  this  paEopblet  aa  a  sapplemeut  to  his.  It  contains  the  replies  of 
Berriozabal,  Zarco,  Baz,  Tovar,  Cuevas,  and  Bobert,  to  the  circular  mentioned, 
which  Ortega  did  not  publish  because  ihey  were  private.  There  is  also  one 
letter  from  Alejandro  Garcia,  addressed  to  Jnarez.  expreeaing  bis  sentiments 
and  those  of  his  consfcaents,  on  the  subject  of  the  decreei  ;  and  one  from  Gre- 
gorio  Mendez,  governor  of  Tabasco,  to  Jnarez,  on  the  same  enbject.  Wo  also 
insert  a  note  of  Hr.  Bomero,  Uexican  minister,  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  Mr.  Seward's  reply,  on  tbe  same  subject.  A  letter  from  Joaquin 
Villalobos  to  General  Green  Ulay  Smith,  member  of  Congress  from  Kentucky, 
and  answer,  are  added. 

We  could  have  inserted  many  more  from  distingniahed  patriots,  who  are 
fighting  for  independence,  but  we  refraioi  becaoso  our  only  aim  is  to  complete 
the  collection  of  documents  pnblisbed  by  General  Ortega,  with  letters  be  bae 
omitted.  For  tlie  same  reason  we  make  no  comments.  Yet  it  is  a  mystery  to 
UB  why  General  Ortega  made  such  an  incomplete  publication,  compelling  ua  to 
finish  it,  and  thus  make  it  impartial.  The  general's  antecedents  prevent  us  from 
suspecting  him  of  wishing  to  aid  the  enemy,  and  yet  we  must  say,  that  every 
attempt  to  disparage  tbe  republic  is  aid  to  the  enemy.  DiJ  Mr.  Ortega  reflect, 
that  if  the  national  government  at  Paso  del  Norte  ia  not  recognized,  there  is  no 
other  to  acknowledge  but  Maximilian'sl  Can  he  asiert  tbat  Mexico  has  no 
government,  neither  in  fjct  nor  in  lawl  If  the  Uuiled  States  should  disavow 
the  government  of  Juarez,  would  thby  recoenize  tbat  of  Ortega,  not  as  good} 
Tbe  probability  is  the  United  States  woala  eay,  "Since  there  is  no  nation^ 
government  in  Mexico,  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  recognize  Hazimilisn,"  for 
uiey  certainly  would  not  break  off  all  commerce  with  a  country  to  which  they 
are  bound  by  many  ties.  Does  General  Ortega  look  at  the  sad  picture  ho 
would  make  of  our  country,  the  delight  of  all  ita  enemies  1  He  must  see  tbat 
faiB  efforts  to  secure  the  presidency  of  the  Mexican  republic  exci:e  a  sedition 
agunst  the  existing  government,  and  gives  oar  detractors  a  reason  to  say  we 
cannot  govern  ourselves;  that  we  are  essentially  anarchical;  that,  in  tbe  hoar 
of  calamity,  when  wo  ongli^  to  think  of  nothing  but  tbe  country,  give  aid  to  the 

fovemment,  and  lend  it  all  our  buly  efforts,  we  raise  a  new  party,  with  so  aim 
ut  to  satisfy  an  ignoble  ambition ;  we  weaken  oureelvca  ana  contribute  to  tbe 
triumph  of  our  conouerors. 

As  political  frienaa  of  General  Ortega,  we  will  give  bim  some  advice,  though 
we  doubt  if  he  needs  it,  after  that  given  to  bia  secretarj  by  Hr.  Green  Clay 
Smith.  If  he  really  thought  himself  entitled  to  tbe  presidency,  ho  should  have 
bflen  present  at  Paao  del  Nurte  hefure  the  SOth  of  November,  1665,  to  decide  the 
qnestiou  and  take  pnsBeision  of  the  office,  if  it  belonged  to  bim.  But  that  time 
has  passed,  and  all  be  can  now  do  is  to  say  :  "  While  the  consiitnljonal  authority 
29  Mbx. 
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is  Bettling  the  question  in  dispute,  I  will  cnntribute  with  my  sword  to  the  defeocc 
of  independence,  under  the  government  fonned  by  tbe  people." 

The  place  for  a  man  who  has  been  made  gen^^  by  his  cotin^  is  not  in 
foragn  cities,  rcTelltng  in  the  enchantmenta  of  a  crowded  popnUtioD,  witbont 
leave,  wiUiont  a  commission  or  order  from  hia  government,  while  «  foreign  war 
is  wnired  at  home;  bnt  to  him,  the  field  of  honor  is  hia  distracted  coontiT. 

MANY  MEXICANS. 

Washington.  April  4,  1866. 


San  Juan  Bautibta,  Ftbruary  2, 1866. 
Very  Distimquishbd  and  Estbbmbd  Sib  :  Yoar  two  acceptable  letters 
reached  me  the  27th  of  October  and  9tb  of  November  last. 

1  will  have  the  decrees  Ifr.  Bomero  sent  me  published  to-morrow,  and  with 
great  pleasure,  for  the  whole  State  approves  of  tnem  as  well  as  myself.  Tfaer« 
is  no  man  of  greater  merit  than  you  in  the  nation,  nor  one  who  has  given  more 
hope  by  taking  the  supreme  command  at  a  time  when  constant  changes  created 
great  dlstruBt  The  trial  of  Ortega  is  a  fact  that  gives  iilfluence  to  the  goTem- 
ment  from  the  moralitv  it  infnsee  into  our  society,  and  especially  among  our 

Seat  men,  accnstomed  to  stand  upon  their  dignity  for  protection,  for  it  makes 
eir  offences  more  serious. 

»♦»»*♦»»• 

G.  HENDEZ. 
Don  Bbmto  Juavbz, 

PretidaU  of  the  Republic,  CMhuahua. 


Nbw  York,  February  23,  1866. 
ESTEBMBU  Friend  ;  I  received  the  circular  issued  at  San  Antonio,  on  the 
3d  instant,  only  to-day.  In  it  yon  ask  me  what  I  think  of  the  decreee  of  Pteai- 
dent  Juarez,  issued  on  the  8th  of  November  last.  In  asking  this  question  von 
say  yon  are  si^ported  by  the  right  the  nation  has  to  know  Uie  conduct  of  iheir 
public  men.  I  acknowledge  and  approve  of  the  right,  and  will  act  upon  it 
when  the  time  comes— that  is,  when  I  am  called  to  account  by  the  nation ;  bat 

ron  will  excuae  me  for  making  a  difference  between  you  and  the  nution,  and  if 
do  not  consider  myself  obliged  to  answer  your  intern^tories.  You  sddrcM 
me  aa  a  member  of  congress,  and  consider  me  as  called  upon  to  express  my 
opinion  about  national  affiurs.  It  might  be  so  if  congress  was  in  seaaion.bnt  u 
I  am  now  out  of  it,  I  do  not  consider  myself  obliged  to  answer.  I  was  elected 
for  two  years,  from  the  15th  of  September,  1862,  to  the  same  time  in  1864 ;  bo 
I  am  not  now  a  member.  You  say  :  "  The  defence  of  independence  demands 
that  no  opposing  banners  shall  he  raised."     Ah  a  private  Mexican  ( '  ' 


ie  not  a  judge  of  his  country  to  decide  the  acts  of  his  government,  I  agree  wilt 
you,  and  will  do  my  beat  to  support  that  government.  As  there  would  be  no 
use  in  the  further  expression  of  my  opinion,  you  will  pardon  me  for  not  answer- 


ing more  particularly.  As  I  am  not  a  public  character,  and  am  not  called  upon 
to  deude  political  questions  and  judge  the  acts  of  my  government,  I  beg  yoe 
to  consider  this  a  private  letter. 

YomH,  &c,  JUAN  J.  BAZ^ 

Don  Jbsus  Qonzalbz  Ortbua. 

DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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New  York,  February  23,  1866. 

aiv  Mi;cH  Esteemed  Frik.\i)  :  1  liave  just  received  your  circular  of  the  3d, 
from  San  Antonio,  enclosiug  a  piotest  against  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  Novem- 
ber laat,  isaaed  by  citizen  Benito  Jnarez,  coDBtitational  President,  and  hie  minis- 
tei  Sebastian  Leroo  de  Tejada,  and  askiog  my  opinion  of  those  acts. 

I  will  not  answer  yonr  note  officially,  because  I  am  a  member  of  congresK,  as 
yon  know,  one  of  tbe  chief  bodies  of  the  nation,  absolutely  independent,  and 
none  of  its  members  can  be  called  to  account  for  a  year  after  the  dose  of  the 
session,  and  then  only  legally  by  tbe  executive  or  judiciary,  according  to  cer- 
tain laws ;  so  if  I  answered  yon  officially  I  would  pass  for  an  ignoramus,  and 
would  make  myself  responsible  to  the  body  to  which  I  belong,  and  to  iLe 
nation  whose  laws  I  have  violated.  To  tell  yon,  then,  which  side  I  take  would 
be  equivalent  to  raising  one  of  those  banners  of  revolt  that  you  condemn,  and 
whiui  concerns  an  internal  qneetion  in  which  I  do  not  wish  to  meddle  during 
this  crisis  of  the  republic.     As  I  am  a  friend  of  order,  I  have  always  condemned 


mj  misconduct  of  my  fellow -citizens.  I  am  no  blind  portisau  of  any  cause, 
and  I  think  the  unfortunate  situation  of  our  country  is  owing,  in  part,  to  tbe 
want  of  zeal,  good  judgment,  morality,  and  purity  in  some  of  its  former  rulers. 


md  to  the  odious  treason  of  some  of  its  native-bom  fii 

At  this  solemn  time  I  am  only  thinking  of  its  independence,  the  union  of  all 
SifexicanB  who  have  firmness  and  constancy  in  their  hearta,  and  are  enthusiastic 
in  their  efforts  to  repel  the  enemy — the  invader  who  is  trying  to  take  tbe  conu- 
try  tbe  early  revolutionists  gave  us,  the  same  country  now  defended  bv  tbe 
soldiers  of  liberty.  Without  a  country,  we  would  have  no  territory  or  iunabit- 
ante  to  enforce  iDstitntions  and  test  l^;ality  ;  no  tribunals  to  determine  tbe  re- 
sponsibility of  those  who  have  failed  to  do  their  duty,  and  thus  done  evil  to 
their  country. 

On  learning  yon  were  in  tbe  dty  of  New  York,  I  am  rejoiced  to  bear  you 
have  tbe  firm  resotntion  of  attending  to  natktnal  interests,  and  of  returning  to 
the  territory  to  continue  the  defence  of  independence ;  for  when  that  is  safe,  all 
thereat  will  follow.  I  am  sure  you  will  provoke  no  discord,  but  will  join  in 
the  union  for  salvation ;  and  then  those  who  have  been  injured  will  be  revenged, 
and  the  guilty  will  meet  with  a  just  punishment. 

I  did  not  come  here  of  my  own  will,  but  by  superior  order,  to  fulfil  a  cam- 
mission,  which  I  fear  I  will  not  be  able  to  penbnn  for  wont  of  means.  When 
my  busineBs  is  over  and  my  health  restored,  if  not  ordered  to  remain,  I  will 
rtium  to  Mexico.  I  consider  myself  obliged  to  make  this  reply  known  to  my 
fellow-members.  I  hope  this  candid  answer  will  not  diminish  our  former  friend- 
ship. 

LEANDRO  CUEVA8. 

General  Jbsus  Gon'zalkz  Ortbua. 

New  York,  Felruary  23. 1866. 

EsTBltMBO  Fbibno  ANU  Comkadb:  I  received  your  communication  of  the 
3d  instant,  issued  at  San  Antonio,  only  this  day,  with  several  copies  of  your 
protest  against  the  decrees  of  tbe  8th  November  of  last  year,  and  a  manifest  to 
tlie  nation  on  the  same  subject. 

YoD  ask  me,  as  a  member  of  congress,  how  I  received  the  decrees — if  I  ap- 
prove them  or  not.  In  the  first  plac^,  I  most  inform  you  I  am  not  a  member 
of  congress,  though  I  was  at  the  last  Beasiou,  which  ended  in  1864  j  so,  as  a 
member,  I  have  nothing  to  say  about  the  decrees.  This  ought  to  be  a  full  an- 
swer to  your  question ;  but,  without  saying  whether  tbe  Juarez  government  is 
in  fact  or  in  law  the  right  one,  it  is  certainly  the  only  one  we  have,  and  we  onght 
to  support  it.  I  for  one  am  disposed  to  OMy  all  orders  from  it.  and  will  stick  to 
the  national  defence. 
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From  yout  mauifest  aod  what  yon  say  in  your  letter  I  am  cooviaced  yon  are 
peranaded  of  the  harm  two  parties  would  now  bring  to  the  repuhlic.  We  ire 
weak,  and  mnst  keep  onited  to  reeist  the  ills  that  fureigners  wonld  bring  opos 
ni.  The  coantry  mnet  have  a  aiogle  government,  a  centre  round  which  to  con- 
centrate and  to  have  a  proper  effect  abroad.  It  would  give  a  great  Bdrant^e 
to  the  invaders  if  the  countiy  were  divided.  Therefore,  I  repeat,  I  will  Rtncl 
by  the  government  in  ita  defence  of  the  nation. 

This  reeolntion  is  entirely  disinterested,  for  I  have  nothing  to  gain  from  tlie 
national  party  ;  bnt  it  is  my  duty  as  a  Mexican,  particularly  nnder  the  preeenl 
trying  circumBtaiices,  to  lay  aside  all  personalities  and  act  for  the  public  good, 

I  do  not  entirely  approve  of  the  tenor  of  the  decrees,  particnlaily  of  thit 
portion  relating  to  you,  for  I  think  they  can  do  no  good  in  these  Ironblou 
times,  when  aUonght  to  be  friendly  and  united  iu  the  same  holy  cause.  I  un 
glad  I  have  taken  no  part  in  tbem  ;  for,  if  they  are  enforced,  harm  will  certainlj 
result,  the  conntry  will  be  split  into  parlies,  and  anarchy  will  prevail.  At  t 
Mesican  and  a  friend  I  advise  you  to  remain  fiim  in  your  patriotism,  unless  joo 
seek  harm.  The  world  is  looking  at  us,  and  our  enemies  will  take  advutagt 
of  every  imprudence  to  show  that  wc  cannot  govern  ourselves,  and  this  thtr  an 
constantly  repeating.  1  hope  you  will  excnae  me  for  replying  to  your  oSciil 
communication  in  this  letter;  but  as  I  am  not  now  a  public  character,  and  u 
you  have  no  right  to  question  a  citizen  on  such  a  serious  subject,  I  must  return 
yonr  note,  and  sign  myself,  &c.. 

FELIPE  B.  BERRIOZABAL. 

General  Jbsds  G.  Ortbqa. 

Nbw  Yobk,  Ftbnary  24, 1666. 

Ml-cb  Estbbmbd  Fsiend:  Tout  commnnication  of  the  3d  from  SanAntDDio 
reached  me  yestirday.  You  ask  my  opinion  about  the  decrees  of  the  8tli  No- 
vember, prolonging  the  Juarez  presidency.  Tour  excuse  for  th«  intenegatioD 
ia  the  right  the  natinn  has  to  know  the  condnct  of  its  public  men,  and  yonr  rigbi 
to  obtain  that  information. 

Yon  address  me  as  a  mpmber  of  congress  ;  I  am  not,  nor  have  I  been  tm« 
1864.  I  am  a  Mexican  citizen,  who  preferred  living  in  a  foreign  conotrj  t" 
Bubmitting  to  French  intervention,  since  I  could  he  of  no  service  to  the  mtioiul 
cause.  But  on  account  of  my  former  friendship  with  you,  and  because  I  oevei 
make  a  mystery  of  my  opinions,  I  will  give  them  to  you  privately  in  this  hius- 
I  do  not  acknowledge  you  have  a  right  to  aak  me  these  questions,  but  froo 
eourie-y  I  will  answer  them. 

If  the  nation  hereafter  deswes  to  know  what  I  am  now  doing  abroad  I  can  tdl 
it;  bnt  till  that  time,  I  choose  to  keep  slience. 

lly  former  conduct  in  regard  to  legal  order  and  progressive  priaciples  n  wS 
known  to  my  fet  low-country  men,  and  my  efforts  to  maintain  the  supremaey  of 
the  law  have  been  constant,  both  through  the  press  and  by  public  acts,  lod  1 
have  been  persecuted  by  factions  conspiring  against  legality  and  by  thneneniH 
of  liberty.  As  to  my  approval  or  disapproval  here  of  acta  of  the  government  of 
Mexico,  representing  our  nationality,  I  would  be  failing  in  my  dnty  if  I  exeitea 
controversies  that  could  only  serve  to  strengtlien  the  foreign  usurpers.  Mj 
only  desire  is  the  independence  uf  oar  country ;  in  presence  of  this  holy  w>u 
everything  else  seems  tow  and  contemptiblu.  I  insist  that  intervention  •■» 
mnnnrchy  are  most  atrocious  injustice  and  scandalous  outrage,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Mexico,  oppressed,  conquered,  disgraced,  will  never  submit  to  a  fortigo 
yoke,  but  will  ever  straggle  for  their  republican  iaetitu.ions ;  and  I  think  tku 
is  also  the  duly  of  tbuae  Mexicans  who  are  living  out  of  the  conntry,  withont 
thinking  of  domestic  dissensions. 

^'be  decree  in  which  Mr.  Juarez  prolongs  bis  presidential  mandate  seems  to 
me  to  be  given  conformably  to  the  powers  granted  to  him  by  o  ""  * ' 
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tain  the  situation,  and  thev  are  within  the  reatrictioDS  imposed  upon  him,  He 
can  do  anything  not  prohibited  ;  so  I  nnderatand  the  spirit  that  ^id<?d  congress, 
and  in  this  conceptioD  I  drev  up  the  bill  that  became  a  law.  and  supported  it  in 
debate  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of  relations. 

As  a  plEUD  citizen,  I  therefore  recognize  Jnares  an  the  legitimate  President  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  and  I  wish  the  most  influence  and  matest  snccess  to  his 
goTcrnment,  the  exiBteuce  of  wliich,  before  the  world,  is  identified  with  onr  na- 
tionalit/.  Do  not  infer  from  tWa  that  I  approve  of  all  the  acts  of  the  government. 
If  I  see  aome  errors,  I  deplore  them  and  regret  them,  and  I  think  no  private 
citizen  ahoold  censure  our  mler  when  the  enemy  is  upon  us.  If  the  government 
acts  wrong,  makes  mistakes,  the  day  will  come  when  it  may  be  called  to  account, 
and  the  country  will  do  justice  and  pronounce  a  sentence  or  remunerate. 

In  the  mean  time  there  is  no  sacrifice  the  aggrieved  or  offended  iu  any  way 
tihonld  not  make  for  the  government,  no  matter  if  it  hoM  not  taken  their  advice 
or  nude  nse  of  their  services.  The  first  and  least  pEunful  of  these  sacrifices  is 
silence,  because  every  voice  that  calls  out  against  Mexico  ia  heard  in  favor  of 
the  invader.  There  is  only  one  case  where  silence  is  not  necessary,  in  my  opin- 
ion, and  in  which  the  government  would  lose  all  its  legitimacy,  and  m^e  the 
canse  of  rebellion  just  and  holy — that  is,  by  its  accepting  intervenlioa  ;  bnt  for- 
tunately this  case  is  impossible,  and  on  this  point  there  is  no  one  who  does  not 
feel  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  patriotism  and  coRBtitncy  of  the  Preaident  of 
the  republic. 

I  have  not  hesitated  to  speak  to  yon  frankly,  because  I  seb  from  yoni  com- 
munication yon  are  opposed  to  the  raising  of  two  flags,  and  because  yon  are 
prepared  for  eveiy  sacrifice  to  save  your  country.  You  who  have  the  glory  to 
have  been  one  of  the  chief  soldiers  in  the  restoration  of  order,  and  who  nave 
done  so  mach  in  the  present  foreign  war,  will  eialt  yourself  more  in  the  eyes  of 
yonr  fellow- citizens  by  this  sacrifice,  if  to  re^in  from  raising  another  banner  in 
Mexico,  to  increase  our  dissensions,  to  weaken  us,  and  to  make  the  defence  of 
independence  impoesible,  can  be  called  a  sacrifice. 

Ab  1  serenely  contemplate  the  sitnaltim  of  onr  country,  I  do  not  despair  of  its 
fatnre ;  my  only  hope  is  to  see  Mexico  free  and  independent. 

My  opmion  is  the  more  impartial  as  I  have  nothing  to  fear  or  to  expect  from 
yon  or  Joarcz ;  and  I  am  snre,  after  independence  is  recovered,  we  had  better 
give  way  to  new  men,  who  are  younger  and  stronger,  for  revolutions  break  down 
those  who  take  part  in  them. 

Yonr  friend  and  servant, 

FRAX01800  ZARCO. 

Jeel's  Gonzalez  Obtboa. 

Tuacotalp/lK,  Feitritart/  26,  1B6G. 

Dbak  Sir  amiFrisnd:  I  yesterday  received  from  Mr.  Romero  yonr  esteemed 
letter  of  the  10th  November  last,  mentioning  yonr  decree  prolonging  the  preai- 
dential  term,  and  naming  General  Dias  chief  of  the  eastern  line,  and  appointing 
me  second.  . 

I  said  in  mine  of  the  14Ch  that  I  had  ordered  a  vote  on  the  subject  long 
before  I  received  the  decree  and  accompanymg  documents,  and  the  result  ia  a 
ononimous  assent  to  the  decrees.  I  am  now  pablishing  the  resolndons  in  the 
official  bulletin,  which  I  send  you  as  it  comes  out.  I  alao  send  them  to  Mr. 
Romero  for  the  information  of  the  United  States,  and  I  will  continue  to  do  so, 
and  will  send  the  complete  docnment  to  the  department  of  government. 

Thongh  I  cannot  send  you  all  these  resolutions  at  once,  as  I  said  before,  yon 
can  act  with  the  aasDrauce  that  all  the  eastern  line  is  in  your  favor. 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA. 

Don  Benito  Juarez, 

Frendent  of  the  Mexican  Repi^Uc.  ,,.  j,  Cjt)OQlc 
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New  York,  February  27,  1866. 
Vkky  Dear  SiS:    I  received  your  circnlor  of  the  3d,  published  ia  Sar 
Antonio,  (Texas,)  tliis  Abj.     Yon  ask  me,  aa  a.  member  of  congTeu.mj-omnioi: 
in  regard  to  the  decree  of  the  8lh  November,  proloo^ng  the  preeidentul  terc 
till  a  new  election  can  take  place. 

Believing  the  constitutional  government  has  acted  in  conformity  with  tb' 
powers  conferred  upon  him  hy  congress,  I  have  never  opposed  its  acts,  u  1 
think,  as  yon  do,  it  wonld  be  unpatriotic. 

I  tell  you  this,  not  because  you  have  «  right  to  oak  me,  but  because  i£y 
opiDions  ate  public,  and  polilencaa  to  yon  prompts  nic  to  answer  yon. 
Yours,  &C., 

CIPRIAXO  ROBERT. 
Don  Jesi  s  GuNZALES  Orteoa,  present. 


[PfifMc] 

New  York,  Febmary  28,  1SG6 

livcH  Esteemed  FRtEno  :  I  have  received  your  circular,  your  protest,  tud 
your  manifest  of  the  3d  iosUnt,  in  regard  to  the  decree  of  Fresideat  Jiutci 
continuing  hie  presidential  t«nn  while  £e  French  continue  to  invade  Mexico. 

I  am  surprised  yon  ask  my  opinion  in  the  matter,  since  nobody  has  the  rigb: 
to  ciuestion  me  in  sach  things.  Moreover,  I  am  not  now  a  mambier  of  congn^;. 
for  my  term  expired  in  1864.  But  for  politeness,  I  will  tell  you  what  I  think. 
I  think  the  President  acted  in  accordance  with  article  128  of  the  constitutKni 
when  be  isaned  the  decreet  mentioned.  Now  the  three  powers  of  the  natioD  tre 
the  President,  the  supreme  conrt,  and  congress. 

The  President  is  first,  and  the  natural  guardian  elected  by  the  people.  Hif 
duty  is  to  protect  it  under  all  circumstancee,  particularly  in  times  of  foidgn 
invasion.  Next  to  him  comes  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  jo^ice. 
also  elected  by  the  people,  and  intended  to  fill  the  Fiesident's  place  in  case  of 
default.  Then  comes  congress,  which  is  put  last,  because  in  troubloiu  iaxi 
that  body  cannot  always  be  kept  together. 

I  could  adduce  many  occurrences  of  the  last  eight  years  in  support  of  mj 
opinion ;  but  what  I  have  already  said  will  make  you  understand  wtiy  I  ifaini 
citizen  Juarez  was  right  in  promulgating  the  decrees  in  question.  And  thnr 
is  another  strong  reason  why  I  mnst  actuiowledge  Juarez  as  President  of  tl« 
republic — the  troubles  afflicting  the  countn^.  If  I  had  been  in  the  country  tj 
the  time  the  decrees  were  issued,  even  if  I  hod  been  opposed  to  them,  I  wwiU 
have  kept  my  opinion  secret,  and  continued  to  fight  for  the  independence  <A  the 
country.  I  am  rejoiced  at  your  resolve  not  to  divide  the  party  by  boistiDgi 
new  banner,  and  earnestly  exhort  you  to  join  us  against  the  usurpers  of  on 
nationality. 

As  ever,  your  friend,  &c.. 

PANTALEON  TOVAB 

Don  Jksvs  Gonzalez  Ortega. 


New  York,  FdfnaryiS,  1866. 
Dear  Sts :  I  see  by  the  papers  that  you,  as  a  good  American  wfao  takes  k. 
interest  in  Mexican  affairs,  have  asked  the  Executive  when  Joaicx's  preeidMitiil 
term  would  expire     You  also  ask  if  an  election  has  taken  place,  or  can  take 
pkce  during  intervention. 
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Aa  all  the  documenU  on  this  Babject  are  soon  to  be  published,  I  beg  voa  to 
wait  till  then,  that  yon  may  learn  all  about  it,  and  act  accordingly.    I  will  send 
yon  from  time  to  time  what  is  ioteaded  for  publication. 
Respectinllyi  &c., 

JOAQUIN  VILLALOBOS. 
SSz,  GBEii:<<  Clay  Smith, 

Member  of  Houte  of  Repreaentatioet, 

Wtuhinglon,  D.  C. 

Washinoton,  March  2,  1866. 
DbAB  Sir  :  Yonre  of  the  SStb  has  reached  me.     I  am  obliged  to  yon  for  the 
information  yon  ofier  in  regard  to  the  close  of  the  administration  of  FreBident 
Juarez. 

Hy  abject  in  ofiering  the  reeolntion  was  to  hare  a  pablication  of  all  the  docn- 
rneuts  pertuning  to  the  anbject  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  and  they 
ongfat  to  be  complete,  for  the  information  of  Gongresa  aa  well  aa  the  people. 
Tour  moat  obedient  aerrant. 

GREEN  CLAT  SMITH. 
Hr.  Joaquin  Villalobos,  Neto  York. 


New  York,  April  3,  186fi. 

Much  Eetbembd  Fbisnd  :  Serious  family  cares  have  prevented  me  {torn 
making  a  few  observBtionB  on  the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Gonzalez  Ortega  agwnst 
Preaid^t  Jnarei,  and  I  would  not  now  notice  the  production  if  the  imperial 
papers  vers  not  discussing  it. 

I  don't  think  Mi.  Gonzales  Ortega  will  be  pleased  with  what  the  enemies  of 
■ndependence  say  about  bis  protest  and  manifest,  and  I  believe  he  will  repent 
of  It  when  he  sees  the  consequences.  He  might  have  meant  well,  but  he  has 
certainly  done  ill.  He  will  suffer  enough  from  the  diatribes  of  those  malicious 
periadicals. 

I  will  proceed  to  give  ycm  aome  ideas  that  came  into  my  mind  when  I  read 
the  pamphlet  in  whi(£  Ortega  endeavors  to  draw  obloquy  upon  the  govemmeat, 
which  he  says  "  ia  located  in  one  corner  of  the  republic."  He  said,  "  Juarez 
ia  in  the  republic,  it  is  true,  but  existH  in  a  smidl  comer  of  the  territory." 

What  can  be  Ortega's  object  to  ask  the  people  of  New  York,  where  he  now 
is,  their  opinion  on  the  subject  1  I  cannot  guess.  Only  to  find  out  1  WeUezi- 
cans  abroad  are  not  the  country,  and  it  seems  almost  like  recognizing  the  inter- 
vention to  remain  here.  What  Mexicans  are  now  the  real  repreaentatlvea  of 
the  country  1  Surely  not  those  nnder  the  foreigners  and  traitors,  for  they  have 
no  suffrage.  But  who  can  do  this  7  Those  who,  without  bread,  arms,  or  ammu- 
nition, oppose  intervention,  suffer  from  hunger  and  want  of  clothes,  and  do  all 
they  can  for  independence  only  to  see  Mexico  &ee,  with  no  reward,  and  the 
gibbet  threatening  them  in  front. 

These  arc  the  real  representatives  of  the  nation  now,  and  Mr.  Gonzalez  Ortega 
ought  to  consult  them,  if  he  wants  to  know  the  opinion  of  republicans. 

Let  us  consider  what  these  patriots  have  done  since  the  decrees  of  the  Sth 
November. 

General  Diego  Alvarez  published  the  decrees  in  the  south,  and  recognized 
the  President  as  the  true  government.  General  Francisco  de  Leon,  acting  gov- 
ernor of  Tamaolipas,  submitted  to  General  Carvajal,  appointed  governor  by 
Juarex.  General  £ecobedo,  governor  of  New  Leon  and  commander  in  Coahoila, 
sent  word  to  GEcnerid  Carvtyal  that  be  was  subject  to  his  orders.  General 
Alejandro  Garcia,  governor  of  Tabasco  and  chief  of  the  eastern  line,  continned 
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to  acknowledge  Juarez  as  President.  The  brave  General  Regales  it  appobted 
to  command  the  centre  by  thie  name  man  Juarei.  Sonora,  Siaaloa,  and  Chi- 
haahua  recognize  him.  Tbna  yoa  see  all  the  brave  men  who  fight  are  id  fimir 
of  Juarez,  and  continne  to  Bt^d  by  the  chief  magistrate  who  haa  eappwied 
the  republican  flag,  if  it  ii  in  one  comer  of  the  Mexican  territory. 

Bnt,  if  that  is  not  sufficient  to  legalize  the  preeidency  of  Juarez,  if  article  ISB 
of  the  constitution  ia  not  enough,  we  have  the  fnll  powers  granted  him  hj  cod- 
gresB  on  the  27th  October,  18G2.  To  bIidw  you  I  am  right,  I  will  cite  agran 
fact,  approved  by  the  nation.  By  these  extra  powers,  the  16th  June,  1664, 
Juarez  called  a  Besaion  of  congresa,  declaring  that  the  clergy  and  jederal 
fmpU>ye»  could  vote,  and  no  certificate  ofreiidence  would  be  required  oftwyoiu, 
wkelher  elected  by  a  Stale  or  territory.  Now,  these  orders  are  coatrary  to  tbc 
constitation  of  1857  ;  yet  the  nation  did  not  raise  its  voice  agwnst  them,  bnt 
elected  repreeentativee  from  Sinaloa,  Sonora,  Coahuila,  New  Leon,  Gbiapai, 
Oajaea,  Cuihnahna,  Guerrero,  Tabasco,  and  that  part  of  the  State  of  Ven  Cm 
not  held  by  the  enemy.  Thus  the  republic  supported  the  Preaident  in  his  nkm 
of  the  constitution ;  then  has  he  not  the  right  to  do  what  ho  pleases  to  savelhat 
conatitnlion  and  the  independence  of  the  republic  1  I  think  Bo.  And  I  abo 
think  General  Gonzalez  Ortega  would  have  done  better  to  keep  silence,  and 
thus  fulfil  a  patriotic  duty,  and  not  provoke  the  Sociedad  newspaper  to  aa; : 
"The  bold  Roman  who  exhibited  the  bloody  body  of  Geesar  to  the  peopltdii 
no  more  injury  to  hie  auatrin*  than  Gonzalez  Ort^a  does  to  legality  by  expoi- 
ing  its  bleeding  body  in  garment!  that  are  not  tpotlete,  owing  to  Ai>  aett." 
Yours,  &c., 

PANTALEON  TOVAE. 

Don  Sebastian  Lbrdo  db  Tbjada, 

Pam  del  Norte. 


Further  data. 

Since  this  supplement  went  to  preae,  we  have  received  the  uews  that  Cohroc) 
Naranjo  and  Commander  Saenz  rehse  to  join  General  Negrete  in  hia  protnt 
against  the  government.  Their  answers  to  his  note  are  ton  long  to  be  inwrted 
here.  Negrete  altera  this  falsehood  :  "The  danger  of  the  situation  incretse!, 
because  the  government  at  Washington  will  not  recognize  Jusrez.  Relations 
are  broken  off,  and  will  not  be  renewed  till  the  new  President  fixes  his  place  of 
residence." 

The  circular  ia  dated  the  27th  January,  on  the  bunki  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Among  other  things,  the  colonel  says  in  his  answer :  "The  traitors  Bay  tiiey 
are  only  pretending  to  adhere  to  the  empire,  and  will  soon  show  which  side  they 
are  on,"  "  Where  ia  your  President  t  Jast  where  yon  are ;  and  yet  he  presenW 
himself  before  the  entire  nation  from  Nov  York!  He  is  the  personification  of 
law  and  justice,  while  he  condemns  a  man  who  is  doing  his  duty  at  the  head  of 
the  defenders  of  independence." 

The  above  letter  is  from  Villaldams,  the  Gth  of  February,  1866.  Comnundn 
Saens  says,  among  other  things  : 

"  I  have  already  seen  your  letter,  Mr.  Negrete,  and  I  think  you  ongbiw 
know  us  better  than  to  address  ns  in  diat  manner." 

"You  were  the  bitter  enemy  of  Ortega  in  Chihuahua,  threatening  to  vturdtr 
him  in  tome  may,  and  now  you  exalt  him  as  our  only  saviour.  1  can  hardly 
believe  it,  yet  it  ia  true.  It  was  reserved  for  a  Negrete,  a  Gonzalez  Ortega,  b* 
appear  in  the  darkest  days  of  sorrow  in  their  country,  like  annatnral  sodb  wlo 
come  to  kill  their  dying  mother  and  divide  her  inheritance  between  thnB." 
"Indeed,  I  do  not  think  von  are  the  pilots  to  save  the  ship  eontaioing  the 
precions  treasure  of  our  independence  ;  yon  are  inexperienced  and  hare  not  the 
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coonige.  This  is  what  I  diink  of  yon,  when  I  faekr  yon  profane  the  sacred 
Dams  of  country  and  independenoe,  and  quoting  tha  constitDtion  to  eiutain  yon, 
interpreting  it  after  your  own  iaahion,  of  conrae.  Bat  when  I  examine  yoni 
speech,  I  find  the  troth  is  wasting,  and  I  become  indignant."  "I  mnat  say  to 
yon  for  the  last  time,  what  you  Bee  here  written  contains  my  opinion,  and  you 
irill  always  find  me  consiatent."  "All  we  want  is  to  save  onr  country,  and  we 
think  we  shall ;  if  not,  we  fall  in  the  attempt.  Ready  for  erery  sacrifice,  we  defy 
the  world,  if  the  world  dares  molest  na.  If  the  Mexican  nation  sink,  wc  will 
sink  with  it."  (Dated  February  7,  18G6.}~-Suppletnmt  to  No.  il  of  the  official 
jH^ter  of  the  government  ^  the  Mexican  republie. 

Such  ia  the  opinion  of  the  only  ones  who  have  a  right  to  give  it.  and  they 
are  those  who  march  with  arms  in  their  hands. 

P.  8. — We  have  just  received  No.  II  of  the  official  paper  fromFaso  del  Norte, 
dated  8th  March,  1666.  It  contains  notes  from  Antonio  Pedrin,  governor  of 
Lower  California,  and  from  Garcia  Morales,  militarr  commander  of  Sonora,  ap- 
planding  Jnarez  for  issning  the  decrees  of  the  8th  November. 


fEDclmure  No.  5.] 

Generai  Gonzalez  Ortega  and  his  nine  indorieri  vernu  the  Mexican  nation  and 
the  cmutitutional  Pretident  of  ilt  Hnanimtnu  choice,  teich  an  appendix,  eon- 
taining  accompanying  documentt. 

A  pamphlet  in  English,  intended  for  drcnlation  in  the  United  Stales,  and 
prominently  pat  forward  within  a  few  days,  has  been  isaned  by  a  Mexican 
genera],  Jesos  Gonzalez  Ortega,  a  pretender  to  the  presidency  of  Mexico. 

In  Mexico,  where,  if  anywhere,  such  an  appeal  is  in  place,  scarcely  a  word 
ID  reply  to  it  would  be  needed,  for  public  opinion  there,  with  a  unanimity  hx 
greater  even  than  that  which  re-elected  Abraham  Lincoln  President  of  the 
United  States,  has  already  decided  the  question  beyond  recall.  Negative  proof 
of  this,  of  itself  conclusive,  is  afi'orded  by  the  pamphlet  itself.  It  contains,  as 
appeadix,  what  Ortega,  in  the  title,  calls  "letters  in  ratification  of  his  position." 
He  had  seven  mouths  to  collect  these.    They  are  spread  over  twenty-six  pages. 

WHO  ARB  OBTEQA'S  INDORSEBS? 

How  many  of  these  letters  are  from  Mexican  officials  1  Not  one.  How 
many  are  written  from  Mexico  at  all  7  Not  one.  How  many  are  there  in  all  ? 
Nine — four  written  from  Texas  and  five  from  New  York.  Wlio  ore  the  writers  ? 
Two  are  ex-govemors  of  States,  two  ex-brigadier  generals,  one  ex-postmaster 
general,  one  ex-colonel ;  every  one  of  them  disaffected  cx-officials,  aosent  from 
their  native  country  in  her  hour  of  danger  and  suffering.  Three  more  make 
the  list  of  Ortega's  indorsers — one  an  ex-editor  and  two  others  whom  nobody 
knows. 

Nine  malcontent  refugees  !  He  omitted,  on  his  muster-roll,  one  additional 
supporter,  whose  name  should  hare  been  the  tenth — Manuel  Ruiz,  fonnerly  act- 
ing minister  of  justice,  who,  in  November  last,  declared  for  Ortega,  and  la  De- 
cember went  ovemo  the  French. — (House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  73,  1666,  part  2,  p.  40.) 

THE  VOICB   OF  THE   MEXICAN  NATION. 

How,  meanwhile,  during  these  seven  months,  has  the  announcement  of 
Jnaiex'B  extension  of  term,  necessitated  by  French  intervention,  been  received  f 
Joblhntly ;  by  acclamation.  The  details  would  fill  a  volume.  The  governor 
of  the  State  of  Vera  Cmz,  Alejandro  Garcia,  second  in  ccmmaud  of  the  east- 
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em  division  of  tbe  Uezican  republic,  in  sending  on  (ae  early  as  Februaiy  last) 
mauifefltoes  tma  aeventecn  towns  within  bis  State,  eaya:  "Thti  letten  already 
received  on  tbis  subject  arc  too  votnminotis  to  be  eent."  (Honse  Ex.  Doc,  1866, 
part  2,  page  62.)  The  manifcBtoes  refen«d  to  (pp.  54  to  63)  exhibit  in  brief 
and  simple  phrase  the  snthueiosm  of  the  people.  There  has  been  throngliont 
the  entire  nation,  whether  as  regards  officials  or  mnnicipal  bodies  or  public  men, 
no  exception.  Not  a  governor  of  n  State,  not  a  town  or  a  city  nnder  native 
mle,  but  baa  declared  for  the  continuance  in  hie  present  position  of  Presidrat 
Juarez.  Nay,  more,  not  a  Mexican  citizen  resident  in  Mexico  has,  in  public 
harangue  or  in  printed  communication,  expressed  disapprobation  of  the  exteo- 
sion  of  Jnoiea's  term  of  office,  or  given  in  his  adhesion  to  Qennral  Ortega.  We 
might  search  in  vain  thronghont  modem  history  for  a  parallel  example  of  na- 
tional unanimity. 


So  far  as  proof  of  theee  statements  can  be  supplied,  without  aw ^ 

pamphlet  beyond  reasonable  limits,  it  will  be  found  in  an  appendix.  Letters 
are  there  given  from  every  governor,  now  acting  as  sacb,  within  the  republic  of 
Mexico,  from  distingniebed  officers  now  in  the  field,  and  from  public  mea,  all 
approving  the  action  of  Juarez  in  prolon^ng  his  presidency  during  the  irsr. 
Several  of  the  towns  went  farther  than  this,  adding  an  expression  of  their  earnest 
desire  that  Juarez  should  beelectedPcesideutfor  a  second  term,  after  the  present 
war  is  over. 

MBXICAN  SBNTIMBNT  IN  CAUFOHNIA. 

But  it  is  not  to  the  country  over  which  Juarez's  jorisdiction  extends  that  tbe 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  countrymen  is  restricted.  Oaliftimia  attracts 
Mexicans  in  large  nnmbere,  and  from  that  country  also  comes  to  us,  throng 
loyal  associations  and  otherwiee,  a  concurrent  meed  of  approbation.  In  the 
congressional  document  already  quoted  (pp.  43  to  48)  examples  will  be  found. 
The  patriotic  Mexican  clubs  of  Baa  Francisco,  of  Sacramento,  of  Virginia  City, 
and  other?,  by  addresses  numerously  signed,  testiiy  in  the  strongest  terms  tb^ 
approTftl  of  Juarez's  course.  Is  there  among  these  hundreds  one  voice  for  O- 
tega  T  No.  Of  his  corporal's  guard  of  nine  not  one  hails  from  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific. 

Here  these  remarks  might  terminate,  for  the  question  is  a  domestic  one,  aa  to 
which  Mexicans  are  the  sole  arbiters.  But  it  may  interest  some  readers  briefly 
to  inquire  whether  the  popular  verdict  is  as  just  as  it  has  been  unanimous. 

CONSTITUTIONAL   ARUDMBNT, 

The  articles  of  the  Mexican  coastitution  npon  which  Ortega's  preteneiou  m 
baaed  will  be  found  in  Houee  Execntive  Document,  18G2,  No.  100,  at  page  US. 
as  follows : 

Abticlb  79.  In  temporary  default  of  a  President  of  the  republic,  and  in  the 
vacancy  before  the  installation  of  tbe  newly  elected,  the  president  of  the  snpremp 
court  of  justice  shall  enter  upon  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  President. 

Abticlb  80,  If  the  default  of  President  be  absolute,  a  new  election  shall  be 
proceeded  with,  according  to  tbe  provisions  of  article  76,  and  the  one  so  elected 
shall  exercise  his  functions  until  the  last  day  of  November  df  tbe  fourth  year 
following  his  election. 

Abticlb  82.  If,  from  whatever  reason,  the  election  of  President  shall  aot 
have  been  made  and  published  by  tbe  first  of  December,  upon  which  the  change 
is  to  t^e  place,  or  if  the  newly  elected  is  not  able  to  enter  promptly  upon  t£e 
exercise  of  his  functions,  the  term  of  the  preceding  President  Bhall  neveithelcM 
cease,  and  the  supreme  executive  power  shall  be  deposited,  ad  interim,  in  the 
president  of  the  supreme  conrt  of  justice. 
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Tfaie  is  from  tbc  traiiBlatioii  of  the  Mexic&n  coDBtitution  officially  communi- 
cated to  the  State  Department.  The  conclading  nbraee  of  article  8S,  which 
conlaioB  the  gist  of  the  matter,  reads  in  the  original  as  follovs : 

"  £1  BQpremo  poder  gecutiro  se  depositari  interinamente  en  el  preeidente  de 
a  scmrema  corte  de  jiuticia." 

The  literal  translation  of  the  word  "  interinamente "  is  "  provisionallyt" 
"  temporarilT."  And  the  provision  is,  that  the  supreme  execntive  power  shall 
be  deposited  (or,  as  we  express  it,  shall  vest)  pravitioMolli/  in  the  president  of 
Uie  aspreme  conrt. 

Originally,  Mexico  had,  like  the  United  States,  a  senate  and  a  tower  house, 
th6  rice-piesident,  as  with  ns,  being  president  of  the  senate.  When  a  change 
was  made  limiting  the  congresB  to  a  single  chamber,  the  chief  justice  was  se- 
lected as  vice- president  to  nil  any  vacancy  caused  by  death  or  other  default  of 
the  President. 

The  whole  context  of  the  articles  quoted  shows  that  the  arraogemeDt  which 
placed  the  chief  jnstice  in  the  presidential  chair  was  to  be  strictly  a  temponuy 
one.  "  la  Umporarg  default  of  a  President,"  (Art.  79,)  the  president  of  the 
supreme  court  ia  to  take  his  place.  Against  his  permanent  occupation  of  the 
seat  a  jealons  goanl  is  set.  In  ease  ef  the  President's  death  the  chief  justice  is 
not  allowed,  as  under  our  Constitution  the  Vice-President  is,  to  serve  during  the 
rest  of  the  presidential  term.  "  If  the  default  of  President  be  absolute,"  (Art. 
SO,)  a  new  election  shall  be  held.  The  policy  is  plain.  Its  spirit  cannot  be 
misnnderstood.  No  one  but  the  man  actually  voted  for  as  President  is,  under' 
any  circumstances,  permanently  to  occupy  the  presidential  chair. 

There  was  jealousy  on  another  point.  An  ambidons  President,  hoping,  per- 
haps, to  hold  office  in  perpetuity,  might  intrigue  to  prevent  or  postpone  an  elec- 
tion for  his  successor.  In  order  to  defeat  any  snch  intrignej  it  was  provided 
(Art.  82)  that,  when  the  term  for  which  a  President  was  elected  hod  expired, 
the  executive  power  was  to  vest  in  the  chief  justice.  The  debates  in  the  con- 
vention which  adopted  the  Uexicun  constitution  show  that  this  was  the  spirit 
and  inl«nt  of  the  provision.  ' 

Article  S2,  taken  alone  and  according  to  its  letter,  undoubtedly  gives  the 
presidency  temporarily  to  Ortega,  as  chief  justice,  the  words  being,  "  If, 
from  whatever  reason,  the  election  of  President  shall  not  have  been  made  and 
published  by  the  first  of  December;"  and  the  election,  in  point  of  fact,  not 
having  been  made  and  published  by  that  day.  But  taken  in  connection  with 
the  articles  which  precede  it,  and  in  view  of  the  well-known  intent  of  its 
firamerB,  and,  yet  more  especially,  interpreted  in  the  light  of  that  policy  which 
dietingnisbes  the  Bfexicau  constitution  from  ours,  namely,  that  he  only  shall 
permanently  act  as  President  who  was  elected  to  be  President,  not  he  who  was 
elected  as  a  temporary  substitute,  it  would  have  been  a  direct  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  articiea  quoted,  had  the  substitute  in  this  case  become  the  principal. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  words  are  not  "If,  from  whatever  cause,  no  elec- 
tion can  be  held."  The  contingency  anticipated  evidently  was  that  in  which 
an  election,  though  possible,  was  not  held  or  was  not  published;  a  contingency 
much  more  likely  to  happen  through  intrigue  of  an  nnscrupuloua  incumbent,  in 
an  unsettled  government  like  the  Mexican,  than  among  ns.  But,  in  the  case 
we  are  considering,  no'man  can  doubt  Juarez's  great  desire  that  it  had  been 
possible  to  hold  an  election ;  and  as  little  can  we  doubt  that,  if  it  had  been  pos- 
sible, he,  by  an  overwhelming  vote,  would  have  been  a  second  time  the  people's 
choice. 

The  contingency  of  a  foreign  invasion  so  formidable  in  its  proportions  as  to 
overmn  the  coanljy,  and  render  impossible  the  holding  of  an  election  at  all,  was 
•evidently  not  in  the  minds  of  the  miraers  of  the  constitntion.    Not  anticipating  ~ 
it.  they  did  not  provide  for  it    In  providing  for  another  eiue  they  used  words 
which,  if  we  accept  the  letter  to  the  exclusion  of  the  spirit,  and  construe  tho 
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word  inlerinamentt  t«  mean  imdejinildy,  may  be  claimed  to  justify  a  proceedii^ 
whicb  was  clearly  neither  foreseen  nor  iDteaded. 

Unt,  in  addition  to  this,  the  Mexican  congress,  in  view  of  the  military  uecee- 
eitjes  which,  when  the  French  inyasioa  b^;ai),  they  foresaw,  granted  extnor- 
dinary  powers,  suited  to  the  emeigeney.  to  the  President.  By  a  law  of  De- 
cember 11,  1861,  they  decreed: 

"Art.  3.  The  Executive  is  hereby  fnlly  authorised  and  empowered  to  take 
snch  steps,  and  adopt  such  measures,  as  in  his  Judgment  may  be  neceBBarj'  nndet 
the  eziating  circumstances,  without  other  restrictious  than  that  of  saviog  the 
independence  and  integrity  of  the  national  territory,  the  form  of  govemtUDl 
established  by  the  constitution,  and  the  principles  and  laws  of  reform." 

Suppose  the  term  of  election  of  the  goremor  of  a  State  hod  ez^nred  daring 
the  war,  with  no  possibility  to  elect  his  successor,  is  it  not  certain  that  Juaref 
had  the  power,  under  that  law,  to  prolong  his  tenn  of  office  7  Is  it  not  equiUj 
certain  that  he  had  the  power,  if  he  saw  fit  to  exercise  it,  to  prolong  his  ova? 
ATuBt  he  not  have  been  certain  that  the  people,  almost  ananimously,  dniied 
that  prolongation  T  Has  it  not  since  been  proved,  beyond  all  denial,  that  thef 
did  1  And  ought  he,  from  motives  of  fetse  delicacy,  and  to  satisfy  a  technical 
scrapie,  to  have  thwarted  the  national  will  at  a  moment  when  everything— 
even  the  salvation  of  the  very  constitution  from  wbidi  we  have  been  qnoting— 
depended  upon  popular  unaaimity,  and  popular  confidence  in  the  ezecntivt 
head  ?  That  would  have  been  to  reverse  what  we  are  told  of  the  Sabbath, 
and  to  say,  "Uexicana  wore  made  for  the  conatitntion,  not  the  constitution  for 
Mexicans." 

"The  tetter  killeth,but  the  spirit  giveth  life."  Never  was  there  a  more  com- 
plete exemplification  of  the  text  than  in  the  present  case.  Blindly  to  foUow 
the  letter  of  the  l|^w,  under  circumBtanoes  in  which  it  was  clearly  never  meW 
to  apply,  and  thus  to  violate  its  spirit,  would  have  been  to  prefer  tecbnktlil; 
(o  vitality,  and,  in  all  human  probability,  to  have  eacrificad  the  life  of  ttw 
nation  thereby. 

Is  it  strange  that  the  Itlexican  people,  listening  to  common  Benae,  preferred 
the  substance  to  the  shadow  and  ratified  Jaarez*8  decision  t 
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But  the  people  of  Mexico  may  have  had  additioual  cause,  of  a  personal  thtr- 
acter,  for  their  decision. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1864,  General  Ortega  made  an  application  to  ibc 
Mexican  government,  through  the  minister  of  foreign  relations.  He  does  not 
give  the  text  of  that  application  in  hi«  pamphlet;  hut  we  find  it  in  the  con- 
gressional document  already  qnot«d,  (No.  73.)  page  'SO.  He  applied  for  "Ueeiw 
to  repair  to  the  interior  of  the  republic,  or  elsewhere  within  Mexican  cnaft«.  to 
continue  to  defend  with  arms  the  independence  of  Mexico."  And  he  added; 
"  As  the  interior  States  are  occupied  by  the  invaders,  I  may  have  to  pass  wnt 
sea  or  foreign  tenitory  to  realize  my  desires,  and  I  hope  yon  will  inform  the 
citizen  Freeideut  of  this." 

Two  days  afterwards,  to  wit,  under  data  December  30,  1 864,  his  reqnwi  wU 
acceded  to,  leave  being  granted  him  to  "proceed  either  directly  or  by  tnT- 
ereing  the  sea,  or  through  some  foreign  country,  to  points  of  the  Mexican  n- 
pnblic  not  occupied  by  the  enemy,  to  continue  to  defond  the  national  independ' 
ence,"  &c.,  but  not  a  word  about  going  to  a  foreign  country,  there  to  remain. 

Yet  the  said  Greueral  Gonzales  Ort^o,  leaving  Mexico  in  February,  1S6S, 
and  passing  by  way  of  Santa  Fd  to  New  York,  iostead  of  proeeeding  to  anj 
part  of  Mexico,  there  to  fight  for  her  independence,  has  absented  faimsdf  eretM 
to  the  present  time,  theoughout  these  daAeet  days  of  his  country's  hisbny. 

Which  of  the  two  men  were  the  people  of  Mexico  more  likely  to  dcsin  ** 
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tbeir  8taodard-b6arer — the  patriot  who  has  remained  faithfully  at  hia  post  and 
endnred,  even  to  this  hour,  the  barden  uid  heat  of  the  day,  or  die  man  who, 
under  corer  of  a  license  to  prooeed  through  some  foFeign  conntry  to  points  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  there  to  defend  her  independence,  went  direct  to  (few 
York,  and  has  since  spent  his  time  chiefly  in  that  city,  leaviag  hia  country  to 
her  fate? 

Bat  these  are  trifles.  The  fact  is,  indeed,  that  the  Mexican  people  have  no 
longer  any  confidenca  in  Ortega;  but  even  if  that  had  been  otherffiae,  the  na- 
tional decision  would  have  been  the  same — in  favor  of  their  long-tried  leader, 
Benito  Juarez,  and  of  the  spirit  of  their  federal  constitntion. 

ANIMUS   A^D  OBJECT  OF   OBTBQA'S   PAMPHLBT. 

This  appeal,  by  a  Mexican  general,  to  a  foreign  people,  agunet  the  nnanimona 
verdict  of  his  own  countrymen,  ia  a  scheme  franght  with  unmixed  mischief,  and 
not  even  redeemed,  as  many  unprincipled  schemes  are,  by  the  poor  excuse  of 
possible  aucceas  in  attaining  its  oatenaible  object.  Mra.  Lavtoia  Janetta  Horton 
Ryrea,  a  recent  claimant  for  royal  righta  in  the  Bngliah  law  courts,  was  aa 
likely  to  dethrone  Queen  Victoria  as  General  Ortega  is  to  displace  President 
Juarez.  No  sane  man,  even  slightlr  conversant  with  the  facte,  for  a  moment 
imagines  that  he  can.  That  is  not  the  object  of  Ortega's  pamptilet.  If  it  had 
been,  that  document  wpnld  have  been  published  in  Spanian  and  in  Mexico,  not 
in  English,  to  circulate  among  na,  who  have  no  voice  in  the  matter.  Its  object 
is,  injury,  by  hue  indirection,  to  a  noble  cause.  Its  object  is,  to  create  doubts 
thiDughont  this  country,  in  die  miuda  of  tlie  uninformed,  as  to  the  stability  of 
executive  authority  in  Mexico,  for  what  ulterior  purpose  we  need  not  inquire. 

Suffice  it  that  the  whole  affair  ia  the  flimsiest  pretext;  an  effnrt,  transparent 
as  glass,  to  get  up  the  idea  that  there  is  a  contest  for  the  Mexican  presidency. 
A  contest!  If  there  be,  it  is  one  in  which  there  is  the  Mexican  nation,  in- 
cluding all  its  officials,  civil  and  military,  duly  represented  near  our  govemmant 
by  its  accredited  minister  on  the  one  side,  and,  on  ihe  other,  nioe  absentees, 
without  present  position  or  .infiuence,  led  by  a  Mexican  general,  brara,  very 
likely,  and  who,  in  former  days,  may  have  done  good  service  in  the  field,  as 
Benedict  Arnold  did  before  he  tamed  traitor  to  his  country. 


The  following  are  letters,  or  extracts  from  letters,  variously  addreaaed,  from 
every  governor  cS  a  State  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  now  acting  as  such.  It 
will  DC  seen  that  every  one  approves  Juarez's  course: 

Frrnn  General  Diaz.govenwr  and  military  eommamdantof  the  State  of  Oaxaea 
and  eotnmandfr  »f  ihe  ratlem  dimtimi,  to  the  Mextea»  mmufer. 

Tlalpa,  May  9, 1866. 

*'  *  *  I  have  caused  the  publication  here  of  the  late  decrees  of 
the  government. 

The  first,  with  reference  to  the  extension  of  the  constitutional  period  of  the 
President,  has  been  received  with  great  satisfaction.  It  is  unneceaaary  for  me 
to  speak  of  my  own  views,  for  they  are  always  manifested  in  my  conduct,  which 
ooaaists  in  entire  obedience,  or  in  entiie  withdrawal  from  official  poaiLioo,  when 
my  convictions  do  not  permit  my  concurrence  in  the  pulicy  pursued. 

In  the  present  case,  the  step  taken  by  the  President  in,  in  my  judgment,  not 
ooly  oppMtune,  bat  the  only  oovee  that  is  consistent  with  the  salvation  of  oar 
cause. 

TIm  deerse  which  orders  the  submission  to  trial  of  Gmeral  Ortega  and  other 
offieor*  aimilaily  liable  is,  in  my  judgment,  well  fboaded  iu  the  ordinanoes  and 
practice  of  war. 
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Uy  opinion  wiUi  reference  to  the  strict  maintenance  of  tlie  ordinaneca  u  veil 
known:  theyehoald  always  be  rigoroaely  applied. 

I  beliere,  therefore,  that  the  goTfrnment  has  only  done  what  was  ita  inty  in 
thie  matter. 

I  remain  yonr  attentive  fnend  and  servant, 

PORFIRIO  DIAZ. 
Seflor  Don  Matias  Bombro,  WaaMngtm. 


From  General  Garcia,  governor  of  Vera  Crux  and  leeond  in  command  of  tkr 
eatlem  dimtion,  to  Pretident  Juarez. 

Tlauotalfam,  February  26, 1866. 

Vbry  Dear  Sib  and  much  Respbcted  Fhibnd  ;        *        •        •       • 

I  informed  yon  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  instant  that  on  the  1st,  before  I  re- 
ceived yonr  omcial  decree  and  other  docameate  prolonging  yma  term,  I  had 
sent  out  a  circniar  to  all  the  anthorities  within  the  lines  to  ascertain  the  will  of 
llie  people. 

I  have  received  assnrancee  ^m  every  quarter  acknowledging  yonr  ri^t  u 
continne  in  the  presidency  of  the  repnblic  till  another  constitational  election  cm 
be  held. 

I  tun  now  receiving  the  manifestoes  and  am  pablishing  them  in  the  offieid 
bulletin,  of  which  I  send  yon  copies.  I  also  send  some  to  Ur.  Romero,  for  aoj 
good  nse  be  may  make  of  them  in  the  United  States,  and  I  will  continne  to  do 
so  by  every  opportunity.  When  complete,  I  will  despatch  them  to  the  depirl- 
ment  of  goTcrnment  for  dne  consideration. 

I  repeat  to  yon  what  I  said  in  my  last;  that  is,  though  I  cannot  send  yon 
the  facts  now,  yon  may  rest  assured  ^at  all  the  eastern  line  will  vote  in  the  ssuf 
way. 

Nothing  new  has  occurred  since  my  letter  of  the  I4tb. 

I  think  Gieneral  Diaz  is  in  Tl^iaco,  though  I  am  not  sure  of  it,  for,  in  spiw 
of  all  my  efforts,  I  have  not  been  able  to  communicate  with  him. 

In  the  hope  that  yon  will  continue  to  favor  me  with  yonr  welcome  letlen.  I 
.  remain  yonr  friend  and  servant, 

ALEJANDRO  GARCIA 

Selior  Do>  Bbntto  Juarez, 

PretideiH  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 

The  next  letter  is  from  the  victor  in  the  late  encounter  on  the  Rio  Giaodi, 
in  which  a  rich  train,  worth  from  one  to  two  million  of  dollars,  was  captorrd. 

From  General  Eieohedo,  governor  of  the  State  of  New  Lton  and  commanin- 
in-chief  oftheforctt  on  the  Rio  Grande,  to  the  Mexican  minister. 

Rio  Blanco,  April  26,  1S66. 

*  *  *  *  We  are  all  here  perfectly  united  and  decided  upon  iIk 
presidential  question,  and  the  recent  decrees  have  been  received  williont  qoet- 
tion  whatever,  all  being  disposed  to  continue  obeying  and  respecting  the  gov- 
ernment of  Presideot  Juarez. 

The  same  is  the  case  in  the  interior,  and  the  disposition  is  particularly  Baai- 
fested  by  all  the  liberal  papers,  which  with  so  much  valor  and  constant  biTT 
condnued  defending  the  national  cause,  even  in  many  cases  in  places  ocenpeii 
by  the  forces  of  the  so-called  empire.  All  of  our  news  from  the  intarior  L' 
satisfoctory.  On  all  sides  the  punlie  spirit  is  rising,  and  tbe  adhestona  lo  iW- 
farcical  empire  cban^ng  to  the  reverse. 
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What  we  tequire  u  arma,  and  particuUiIy  Babrea  foi  our  cavalry.  It  is  im- 
posrible  that  oar  eoldiere,  armed  only  with  an  old  mnaket,  or  a  rifle,  can  compete 
with  the  French  carahy.  or  the  Anetrian,  or  even  the  tnutora,  who  are  all  well 
moanted,  armed,  and  equipped.  NevertheleoB,  we  do  not  avoid  the  combat, 
and  many  times  have  measured  arms  with  them  with  good  success. 
I  am  your  atlantive  and  obedient  servant, 

MARIANO  ESOOBBDO. 
Seuor  Don  Hatias  Bombbo, 

WaihimgUm,  D.  C. 

From  the  governor  and  military  commandant  of  the  State  of  Coahuila. 

OpFICB  op  THB  CrOVBRNOR  AND  HiLITARY  COMMANDANT  OF 

THE  Btatb  op  Hoahuila  ue  Zaraooza, 

Rota*.  December  8,  1S65. 
As  this  goveroment  and  command  has  received  the  supreme  decree  of  the 
Stfa  of  November  last,  prolon^ng  the  functions  of  the  citizen  President  of  the 
republic  for  the  specified  time,  during-  the  present  state  of  the  war,  and  those 
of  the  powers  of  the  person  who  may  be  president  of  the  court  of  justice,  for 
the  time  necessary  to  tne  object  of  its  prolongation,  and  sees  that  it  ia  in  con- 
formity with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  republic, 
agreeable  to  the  national  will,  and  particularly  to  this  State,  it  therefore  decrees 
^iatit  be  fulfilled,  and  for  that  purpose  has  published  it  thisday  to  theauthoritiee 
and  forces  under  its  command,and  will  endeavor  to  give  it  the  greatest  publicity 
in  the  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  eommanicate  thi^  to  you,  for  your  information  and  that 
of  the  chief  magistrste  of  the  nation. 
Independence  and  liberty ! 

A.  8.  VIE8CA. 
Eduabdo  Hdzquiz,  Acting  Secretary. 
The  Citizen  Hikistbr  op  Relations  axd  (iovrb\.ment, 

Ckihuaktia. 


From  the  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  o/*  Sinaloa. 

Oovbrnmb.\t  and  Uilitaby  Dep't  op  Statb  op  Sinaloa, 

Chncordia,  Deeemher  34,  1866. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  your  department  of  the 
circoUrs  of  the  28th  of  October  and  8th  of  November,  and  of  the  two  decrees 
issued  on  that  last  date. 

These  supreme  resolutions  shall  be  rigidly  enforced  by  this  State  under  my 
command,  since  in  it  is  involved  nothing  less  than  the  firm  eatablishment  of  the 
!<upreme  authority  of  the  nation,  and  likewise,  as  is  well  understood,  the 
responsibility  incurred  by  those  soldiers  of  the  republic  who  have  abandoned 
the  cause  in  its  hour  of  need,  and  gone  abroad  to  foreign  lands. 

Orders  have  been  issued  to  circulate  these  welcome  resolatione  through  all 
the  districts,  and  to  have  them  promulgated  in  general  orders  to  the  united 
brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco.  I  communicate  these  mcasares  to  you,  in  order 
that  through  your  means  tbey  may  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  supreme  magis- 
trate of  the  nation. 

'Independence  and  liberty ! 

DOMINGO  RUfil. 

F.  Bkpulvbda,  Secretary. 

The  Hinistkh  op  Foreion  Affairs,  ChihuahtM.         •  Cdnoli;' 
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From  the  governor  and  military  commaiideT  of  the  Slate  of  Sonora. 

I  have  leceived  ^th  positive  Batisfaction  the  two  decrees  issued  by  the 
Preaident  tmder  date  of  the  8th  of  NoTember  last,  and  the  circaUr  fraa  yaw 
department  with  which  you  were  pleased  to  accompany  them,  the  lint  of  then 
relative  to  the  prolongation  of  the  term  of  the  anpreme  magistrate  of  the  natioa, 
as  long  as  the  condition  of  the  foreign  war  in  which  we  are  involved  does  not 
permit  a  new  conBtitntional  election  to  be  had,  and  the  second  lelatire  to  thf 
prolongation  of  the  term  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation,  and  the  mode 
of  supplying  his  place,  if  in  the  mean  time  he  should  happen  to  fail. 

The  anomalous  circamstances  in  which  the  republic  unfortunately  fioda  itself, 
the  deficiency  or  silence  of  the  general  constitution  on  a  point  <»  such  vital 
interest  to  the  nation,  the  epirit  of  articles  78,  79,  80,  and  82  of  the  same 
fundamental  code,  and,  fiaally,  the  coItecUon  of  powers  bestowed  on  the  execa- 
tive  by  the  legislative  body  of  the  Mexican  union,  under  date  of  the  11th  of 
December,  186 1  >  afford  saperabandant  ground  and  justification  for  the  first  of 
the  above-mentioned  aapreme  resolutions,  in  which  the  enemies  of  oar  coontiy 
can  never  see  anything  else  than  the  unfiinching  zeal  of  the  President  for  Oit 
maintenance  of  legitimate  authority,  the  most  mature  examination  in  his  meaaum, 
and,  above  all,  fata  singular  abnegation  in  facing  a  sitnation  so  stormy  as  the 
present  one,  without  any  other  recompense  than  the  satisfaction  always  canted 
by  the  fulfiimeat  of  duty,  however  oueions  it  may  be. 

Independence  and  liberty  !    Gamp  in  La  Nona,  February  1, 1866. 

J.  GARCIA  HOKALES. 

D.  Elias,  Aaing  Secretary. 

The  Minister  op  Forbion  Bblatio.ns  a.nd  Govbrnmbnt, 

Pato  del  Norte. 

From  Major  General  J.  M.  J.  Carvajal,  governor  i^the  State  of  Tamaml^at. 
Santa  Rosalia,  Jime  15,  186& 
Stv  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  now  reached  the  territory  of  Tamaulipss,  and  findtbt 
people  here  full  of  good  feeling,  and  resolved  not  only  to  continue  their  aaot- 
fices  in  defence  of  the  national  cause,  bnt  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  an  abie- 
lute  obedience  to  the  legitimate  authorities,  and  determined  to  firawn  down  all 
such  ambitious  plans  as  those  of  Urtega,  which  only  serve  to  divide  as  and  to 
aid  the  partisans  of  tbe  intervention. 

1  therefore  find  that  all  are  willing  to  obey  me  as  governor  aud  military  craa- 
mandant  of  this  State  by  virtus  of  tbe  appointment  of  President  Juarez,  wbo 
is  recognized  as  the  lawful  and  legitimate  President  of  the  repubUc,  withoat 
there  being  in  all  tlie  State  of  Tamanlipas — as  there  scarcely  is  in  ijl  the  le- 
public — a  eingle  person  who  does  not  approve  the  decree  extending  the  tern 
of  office  of  the  President  until  a  new  election  can  take  place. 

•  «•***** 

I  am,  veiT  truly,  toot  friend  and  servant, 

JOSfi  M.  J.  CARVAJAL. 
SeBor  Dun  Uatias  Romero,  WaMhington. 

From  Major  Omeral  de  Regvlei,  goeentor  of  lAe  Stale  of  MkJioaeaM  a»i 
commandertn-cAiffoflA^  central  attng. 

Uruafan,  May  7, 1866. 
Dbar  Sir:  I  have  received  the  two  decrees  issued  by  the  department  of 
foreign  rdations  and  of  government  ou  the  Slh  «f  November  of  last  year;  the 
one  extending  the  term  of  tbe  presidency  of  the  r^ublic,  whieh  yon  so  wor- 
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thilr  occnpr,  until  the  citcamstancea  of  the  coaDtrj  shall  permit  a  new  appeal 
to  the  popnlar  aaffratre ;  and  the  otber  declaring  the  reBponsibtlity  which  has 
been  incurred  b^  General  Ortega,  in  residing  for  many  months  in  a  foreign 
conn  try  without  the  authorization  for  that  purpose  of  the  department  of  var. 
Both  decieee  have  been  well  received  bj  the  forces  under  my  command,  and 
according  to  the  news  I  am  daily  receiving,  hy  all  the  inhabitants  of  Uichoacan 
who  take  part  in  the  defence' of  car  country. 

All  comprehend,  what  is  really  the  truth— that  is  to  say,  that  yon  are  the  one 
who  for  a  thousand  reasons  should  continue  at  the  licnd  of  the  nation  daring 
this  tenible  crisis,  during  which  wliat  is  most  necessary  is,  that  he  who  occu- 
pies the  high  position  in  which  you  are  placed  should  be  able  to  connt,  as  yon 
can  count,  upon  the  entire  confidence  of  the  people,  and  which  confidence  it  is 
felt  cannot  be  bi>  fnlly  reposed  in  any  other  person. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  he  doubted  that  the  powers  are  ample  under 
which  you  have  taken  these  steps,  and  that  they  are  in  no  manner  opposed  to 
the  fundamental  law,  for  the  constitution  has  no  provieion  for  the  case  when  it 
fthonld  be  entirely  impossible  for  an  election  to  be  held,  aa  now,  by  reason  of  the 
foreign  invasion. 

With  reference  to  General  Ortega,  the  declaration  as  to  his  responsibility  is 
only  too  well  drserved,  in  having  abandoned,  as  he  has,  in  a  manner  bo  contrary 
to  bia  antecedents,  the  defence  of  his  country  at  a  time  when  it  moat  required 
the  services  of  all  good  patriots,  and  especially  of  all  having  any  experience  in 
the  career  of  anus. 

I  am  ronr  obedient  servant, 

NICOLAS  DE  REGULES. 
President  Don  Bbnito  JuaBBz. 

From  ColvHel  Don   Gregoria  Mendex,  governor  aatd  military  commander  of 
tlie  State  of  Tabatco,  to  Pretident  Jtiarex. 

Sax  Juan  Bautista,  February  2,  1866. 
Most  Dim-I-VOUIsheu  and  Respected  Sir  :  I  have  before  me  your  two 
very  acceptable  favora  of  the  ii7th  of  October  and  9th  of  November  last. 
•  •  •  •  «  •  * 

Your  determination  in  regard  to  General  Diaz,  who  i*  now  fighting  in  Oazaca, 
shall  be  duly  respected  by  me  and  my  subalterns.  That  general  is  truly  worthy 
of  his  former  position  by  his  effLctivcneas,  his  valor,  hie  honesty,  and  his  energy, 
particularly  as  his  disappearance  depended  upon  causes  over  which  he  had  no 
control. 

I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  having  the  decrees  sent  me  by  Mr.  Romero 
published  to-monowi  they  have  my  entire  approval  and  that  of  the  State.  No 
person  more  worthy,  or  with  greater  hopes  of  the  uatioD,  could  have  been 
trusted  with  the  supreme  command  than  yourself,  and  at  a  time  when  a  change 
might  have  caused  a  VWJj  of  confidence,  to  say  the  least.  The  trial  of  Mr. 
Ortega  is  aa  Act  that  givQs  power  to  the  government  from  its  principle  of  mo- 
rality, as  it  impresses  upou  our  society  and  its  great  men  the  neceFsity  of  at- 
tendiug  to  their  duties,  and  teaches  them  the  great  impropriety  of  derelictions 
which  they  oflen  commit,  thinking  to  be  shielded  by  the  elevation  of  their 
poaitioDB. 

I  conclude  with  on  affectionate  greeting,  wishing  yon  peace  and  prosperity, 
and  subacrihing  myself  your  obedient  servant,  &c.,  &c., 

G.  MENDEZ. 
The  President  of  the  Republic, 

DuM  Benito  Juarbz,  Chihuahva. 

30   Max.  DiqilizecDvGoOSle 
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Extract  of  a  UUirJrom  the  governor  of  Chiapat  to  the  MexicoM  auuid  m  So* 
Franeitco. 

GONSDLATB  OP  HbXICO, 

San  Franciteo,  April  13,  1866. 

Under  date  of  thfl  l£th  of  FebnitiTf  liiat,  the  goTernor  of  the  ^tate  of  Chia|>u, 
Don  J.  PanUleon  Domioguez,  writes  to  me  ns  follone : 

"  Infonned  of  the  contente  of  your  favor  of  the  15th  December  laet,  and  of 
the  decrees  issaed  by  the  eupreme  government  of  tbe  republic  relative  lo  the 
prorogation  of  the  functions  of  tbe  President  of  the  republic,  aod  to  the  respon- 
sibility incurred  by  the  citizen  General  Jesus  G.  Ortega,  I  have  to-di/ 
ordered  the  publication  and  circulation  of  the  said  decrees  in  the  State  under 
my  command,  end  that  they  shall  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  govemon 
of  tbe  States  of  Tabasco  and  Vera  Cruz,  to  whom  also  I  have  transcribed  yoar 
said  letter  and  sent  a  copy  of  the  letter  that  you  addressed  to  the  first  magii- 
trate  of  the  nation." 

I  have  the  honor  to  transcribe  the  same  to  you,  that  yon  may  be  pleased  to 
bring  the  same  to  the  knowledge  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  tbe  republic. 

1  renew  to  yon  the  assurances  of  my  esteem  and  consideration. 

JOSfi  A.  GODOT. 

The  Citizen  Sebastian  Lbrdo  db  Tejada, 

Minitler  of  Foreign  Rtlationt  and  of  Government,  Pam  dff  Korle. 

From  General  Diego  Alvarez,  governor  of  the  Slate  of  Guerrero. 

La  Fhoviubncia,  Januart/  2\,  1S&6. 

*  *  *  I  have  been  well  pleased  to  aee  the  two  decrees  issued  by  the 
department  of  foreign  relations  and  of  government  on  tbe  8th  of  NovemUr 
last;  tbe  one  extending  the  term  of  the  presidency  which  you  worthily  occupy 
until  it  shall  be  possible  to  again  consult  the  national  will  bj  means  ot  an  cIm- 
tion,  and  the  other  detcnnining  that  General  Gonzalez  Ortega  aball  be  submitted 
to  trial. 

Both  measurea  are  well  justified  by  the  reaaona  upon  which  they  are  btwdi' 
and  which  are  fully  explained  in  the  circular  of  Mr.  Lerdo  wliich  accompauiif 
tbein.  So  far  I  do  not  beliere  there  has  been  a  single  good  Hezican  la  tliii 
Stale  who  has  expressed  any  other  opinion  than  in  favor  of  these  decreei. 
which  the  cri^cal  circnmatances  of  the  republic  have  imperiously  required. 

DIEGO  ALVAREZ. 
FreshleDt  Don  Bbkito  Juarez. 

From  the  political  chief  of  the  Territory  of  Lower  California  to  Ike  Mtxiee* 
coneul  in  San  Franciteo. 
Hbxican  Consulate  in  San  Francisco, 

San  Franciteo,  January  Si,  1866. 
Citizen  Antonio  Pedrin,  political  chief  of  the  Territory  of  Lower  CalJfoni>«. 
writes  to  me  from  San  Jose,  under  date  of  the  16th  of  the  present  montli.u 
follows : 

"With  your  acceptable  communication  dated  tbe  27th  of  September  list  I 
have  received  the  copies  of  the  official  journal  which  yon  bad  the  goodnei^  lu 
enclose  to  me,  and  in  which  were  published  the  decrees  issued  by  the  Fre«idcDt 
of  the  republic  through  the  medium  of  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  uii 
goverument;  tbe  one  relative  to  the  prolongation  of  the  term  of  lite  President, 
and  the  other  to  the  responsibilities  of  General  Jesus  O.  Ortega. 


CONDITION  OF  AFPAIB3  IN  MEXICO.  467 

"  In  acknowWgiog  this  commnnictttion,  I  confeBB  with  pleasure  that  ia  my 
opinion  the  President  conld  not  have  adopted  any  measure  more  acceptable,  be- 
caQM,  thongh  it  maj  affect  certain  partialities  interetited  in  a  change  of  admin- 
istration, jet  there  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that  no  one  of  our  public  men 
conld  Gil  the  immense  void  that  would  be  left  by  the  absence  from  power  of  the 
father  of  the  Mexican  republic.  In  him  we  know  that  we  ever  find  united 
fsitb,  inte^tj,  and  constancy,  fully  supported  by  the  national  sentimeat ;  with- 
ont  him,  Gkid  ^one  knows  what  would  Decnme  of  Mexico  under  present  circum- 
BtsDcee." 

And  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  tbts  to  you,  in  order  that  yon  may  be  pleased 
to  cominnDicate  it  to  the  President  for  bis  information. 

I  renew  to  you  the  assnrance  of  my  distinguiahed  consideration  and  esteem. 
JOi£  A.  GODOY. 

Sbbistian  Lbroo  db  Tbjada, 

Minuter  of  Foreign  Affairt  and  Government,  Paao  del  Norle, 


From  Major  Genertd  Ramon  Corona,  commanding  in  Sinaloa  and  Jaliteo. 

HBADQUAilTBRS  OP  THB  RbPUBLICAK  ArMY, 

United  Brioadbs  ov  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco, 

Concordia  December  34,  1865. 

Tbe  circnian  and  sapreme  decrees  issned  from  your  department  on  the  SSth 
of  October  and  the  8th  of  November  have  been  received  ny  me. 

Tbe  common  sense  of  tbe  nation  will  see  in  these  resolutions  the  confirmatioa. 
of  the  snpreme  anthority  of  the  nation,  and  the  assurance  that  the  faithful  de- 
fenders of  the  national  independence  are  not  confounded  with  those  who,  though 
bearing  the  name  of  the  soldien  of  the  republic,  abandon  its  banner  in  the  hoor 
of  trid,  and  go  abroad  into  foreign  lands. 

These  supreme  resolutions  will  be  made  known  in  general  orders  to  the  regi- 
ments cnmposing  the  united  brigades  of  Sinaloa  and  Jalisco. 

I  communicate  thia  inf  moation  to  yon,  in  order  that  by  your  means  it  may 
be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  nation. 

Independence  and  liberty ! 

RAMON  CORONA. 

The  HiNIBTBK  OF  FOREION  APPAIRS  AMD  OoVBRNM8\T, 

Gkikuahua. 


From  Major  Generaljuan  Alvarez,  cemmander-i»- chief  itfthttouthan  military 
divinon. 

La  Providbncia,  January  20,  1S66. 
Dear  Sir  and  Fribnd:  *  #  •  • 

The  two  decrees  issued  by  yon  ou  the  8th  of  November  last  appear  to  me  to 
be  both  jnst  and  necessary.  The  extension  of  your  presidential  term  until  the 
eiienrastanceH  of  the  country,  now  invaded  by  a  foreign  enemy,  shall  permit  a 
new  election,  ia^he  only  solution  of  the  difficulties  that  is  presented,  and  it  is 
a  measare  which  is,  without  doubt,  within  the  ample  faculties  which  have  been 
given  to  yon  by  tbe  national  representatives ;  nor  can  it  be  said  that  it  is  opposed 
to  the  constitatioQ,  which  contemplates  at  least  ibe  possibility  of  an  election. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  yon  bad  delivered  the  place  to  tbe  vice-president,  tbe 
latter,  without  any  legal  instalment,  ao  long  as  au  election  cannot  take  place,  as 
it  eo&not  for  a  long  time,  would  have  to  continue  indefinitely  occupying  the 
presidency.  Then  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  is  that  he  shall  only  take  charge 
of  that  omce  temponuily  and  in  a  provisional  manner,    These  loaeous,  which  ■ 
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are  well  explained  in  tlie  circular  of  Ur.  Lerdo,  and  tbe  well -merited  confidenn 
wbich  yon  enjoy,  hare  caneed  tbia  decree,  wbich  I  bare  myaelf  long  deiired  lo 
sec  iesued,  to  be  very  well  receired  in  tbia  State. 

With  reference  to  tbe  responsibility  incurred  by  SeRor  Gronsales  Ortepu  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  tbe  reaeone  aet  forth  by  tbe  gorcmment  in  declariog  tke 
aame.  In  my  judgment  they  are  condusirei  and  however  much  I  may  lameU 
the  errora  of  a  Mexican  who  baa  heretofore  done  good  aerrice  for  bia  eoontr]', 
tbe  decree  appeara  to  me  to  be  jnet. 

JUAN  ALVABEZ. 
President  Don  Bbnito  Juabez. 

Many  letteie,  from  General  Ortega's  former  frienda,  were  addreased  to  bin, 
condemning  hia  course  and  vindicating  that  of  President  Juarez.  C)f  codim. 
General  Oitega  euppreeeed  them.  We  select  two  as  apecimena,  both  ftoni  nnii- 
bers  of  the  last  Mexican  congress.  Selior  Zarco  was  also,  in  1861,  Meiicin 
minister  of  foreign  affaire  : 

From  Sehor  Zareo  to  SeXor  Orttga. 
[Eitracti.] 

New  YoRk,  FAruary  24,  1666. 

My  very  EsTBEMEiD  FhiiinD;  I  have  received  to-day  a  communication  boo 
you,  dati'd  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  the  :jd  of  tbe  present  month,  in  which  yon 
a^k  me  what  course  I  have  adapted  in  reference  to  the  destniclion  of  tbe  lepl 
order  of  things,  and  what  I  have  done  to  manifest  my  approval  or  diaap^ar^ 
lion,  as  tbe  case  may  be,  of  the  decrees  of  tbe  6th  of  November  lart,  ia  vkicb 
Stnor  Jaarcz  declared  that  he  would  continue  in  the  office  of  President  of  ihe 
Uexican  republic.  You  base  your  interrogatory  on  the  right  which  tbe  natioa 
has  at  all  limee  to  know  what  the  course  is  of  its  public  men,  end  oa  tbe  obligi- 
tion  which  you  think  you  have  to  collect  the  proper  information. 

As  you  directed  yonr  interrogatory  to  me  in  ibe  belief  that  I  was  a  depnly 
to  the  general  congrcea,  1  might  limit  my  answer  to  iuforming  you  that  1  daIiI 
no  such  position,  nor  in  fact  any  other  public  position  whatever,  aince  the  Ifm  ■ 
expired,  in  1S64,  for  which  1  was  elected  representative  by  the  districuof 
various  States.  1  am,  therefore,  no  more  than  s  Hexicau  who,  having  held  tic 
position  with  which  the  people  hunored  me,  baa  preferred  to  emigrate  to  » 
foreign  country  ratlier  than  submit  to  the  French  intervention ;  which  reaolniion 
1  took  when  my  public  character  ceased,  and  after  persuading  myself  that  I  bad 
no  opportunity  to  eei've  the  national  cause  in  any  manner. 

But  iu  courtesy  to  you,  iu  cciii  si  deration  of  our  old  relations  of  friendship,  and 
because  I  never  made  fny  mystery  of  my  opinions,  I  believe  it  to  be'  my  dalT 
to  express  my  ideas  more  at  length  in  this  letter,  which  is  no  more  than  tbatof 
a  simple  citizen. 

Even  though  I  had  a  public  character,  and  I  were  perfinming  its  funetioM  in 
our  country,  X  could  not  rccoenize  iu  you  or  in  any  man,  no  matter  how  bigli 
might  be  hia  authority,  the  right  to  make  me  the  interrogatory  which  yon  biH 
addreesed  to  me  ;  because,  if  public  men  abould  gire  an  accoiyit  lo  the  Bsiioci 
of  their  actiona,  there  is  a  legal  method  eetabliahed  for  the  pnrpoae  from  wbich 
no  one  should  depart. 

As  to  approving  or  disapproving  here  of  the  acts  of  the  gorenunent  of  Mm- 
ico,  the  representative  of  our  nationality,  I  should  deem  myself  to  be  wanting 
in  my  duty  if  I  raised  controversies  Uist  only  served  to  give  streogth  to  tbt 
foreign  nsnrpere.  My  only  desire  is  the  independence  of  oar  country ;  and  io 
presence  of  this  sacred  object,  all  else  appears  to  me  pitifiil  and  conteinplibie. 
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Here  I  abonld  only  be  employed  in  ciyiug  otit,&B  long  as  ever  I  conld,  tbat  the 
interrention  and  monarchy  are  4lie  moat  atrocious  injuBtlct;,  and  the  most  scan- 
dalnaa  iaiqnity;  and  that  the  people  of  Mexico,  oppressed,  conqnered,  unfortu- 
iiite.  never  recognizes  a  foreign  yoke,  but  straggles  to  break  it  and  restore  its 
repablicsn  institutions.  Such  I  believe  to  be  the  duty  of  Uexicana  oxteroally, 
without  thinking  of  domestic  dissensions. 

The  decree  by  which  Sertor  Juarez  pn>longs  his  presidential  term  appears  to 
me  to  be  in  conformity  with  the  faculties  conferred  upon  him  by  the  congress, 
in  order  to  meet  the  circumstances  of  the  occasion,  since  the  issuing  of  nuch  a 
decree  is  not  enomerated  in  the  restrictione  imposed  upon  him.  He  can  do 
everything,  except  what  these  restrictions  prohibit ;  so  I  understand  the  spirit 
which  actuated  the  congress,  and  with  this  ud  dors  landing,  at  least,  I  proceeded 
to  draw  up  the  resolutions  which  have  become  a  law,  and  to  support  them  in 
debate,  as  a  member  of  the  comoiittee  on  relations. 

As  a  simple  citizen,  therefore,  I  recognize  Senor  Jnarez  as  the  legitimate 
Pnuident  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and  I  desire  the  greatest  possible  prestige 
lod  BQpport  for  his  government,  whose  existence,  in  the  opiniiMiB  of  the  world, 
i«  identiQed  with  our  nationality. 

I  contemplate  the  affairs  of  our  country  with  serenity,  without  despairing  of 
its  future.  I  have  no  other  aspiration  than  to  see  Mexico  free  and  independent. 
My  opinion  is  the  more  impartial,  as  having  nothing  either  to  fear  or  hnpc  from 
yourself  or  from  Senor  Juarez.  I  entertain  the  conviction  that,  as  soon  as  oar 
independence  is  once  established,  we  who  have  been  public  men  should  yield 
oar  places  to  newer  and  more  vigoroos  men,  inasmuch  as  civil  strifes  rapidly 
<rute  and  superannuate  those  who  take  part  in  them. 

I  am.  a8  ever,  your  affectionate  friend  a^d  servant, 

FEANCISCO  ZARCO. 

Senor  D.  Jitsus  60NZALB8  Ortboa. 


From  SeXor  Robert  to  SeXor  OonzaUz  Ortega. 

Kbw  York,  February  27,  1866. 

DgAR  Sir  :  With  the  documents  accompanying  it,  I  have  received  a  circular 
from  yon,  dated  at  San  Antonio  de  Bejar,  Texas,  the  3d  of  tiie  present  month, 
in  which  you  nsk  me  what  conran  1  have  pursued  as  a  deputy  in  reference  to  the 
decree  of  the  8th  of  November  last,  issued  at  £1  Paso  by  the  constitutional  gov- 
CTDntent,  prolonging  the  presidential  term  of  Senor  Juarez  until  the  circum- 
stances of  the  war  permit  a  suitable  election  to  be  held.  Believing  that  the  con- 
stitutional government  has  acted  within  the  scope  of  the  powers  which,  conform- 
sbly  to  the  constitution,  the  last  congress  conferred  upon  it,  and  to  which  congress 
1  had  the  honor  to  belong,  it  does  not  seem  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  aforesaid 
action  should  be  called  into  question,  which,  nnder  present  circumstances,  as  you 
yonrself  have  indicated  in  your  manifesto,  would  be  unpatriotic. 

I  have  made  the  foregoing  declaration  to  you,  not  becaase  I  thought  you  had 
any  right  to  inquire  as  to  my  conduct,  but  bec&ose  ray  opinions,  which  are  founded 
on  the  law,  are  public,  and  my  consideration  for  yourself  induces  me  to  comply 
with  your  request. 

I  remain,  &c.,  &;c , 

CIPRIANO  ROBERT. 

Senor  Don  Jbsus  Ookealbz  Ortega,  Preaent. 

Similar  docomenta  might  be  mnltiplled  indefinitely ;  but  no  addidon  is  needed 
to  what  is  already  snperabtindant  proof.  ^  >  > 


470  COKDITION  OF  AFFAIB8  IN  UBXICO. 

[EncIoBnre  No.  6. 

Cotrectioni  in  General  Ortega'*  puhlicatian*. 

General  Ortega  published  «  pamphlet  in  New  York  containiag  all  the  docn- 
menta  he  coald  find  to  eiippon  him  for  the  [>reBidencv,  and  opposiug  the  deereei 
of  the  8th  of  November  prolonging  the  presidential  duties  tiU  war  permits  a  new 
election. 

He  bogins  by  snying  all  those  who  held  office  when  the  war  commenced  bold 
it  now  bj  this  decree  ;  and  be  sent  a  circular  \o  many  ez-govemors  and  eon- 
gresemen  living  abroad,  whose  nffices  expired  in  1S64. 

His  pamphlet  contains  the  only  favorable  answers  he  could  geL  They  were 
ftom  Epitacio  Haerta,  Jos6  Fatoni,  Guillermo  Frieto,  Fernando  Fonsel,  Uaniiel 
Qnegada,  and  Joai|tiin  Villalobos.  We  did  not  know  the  last  was  a  public 
character.  The  Damphlet  filso  contains  a  kind  of  resolution,  drawn  up  in  New 
Tork,  declaring  ttiat  Ortega  ought  to  be  President  of  the  Mexican  republic,  and 
it  is  signed  by  Juan  Tongo,  J.  Rivera,  and  Priest  Juan  N.  Orestes,  all  of  tbem 
unknown. 

He  did  not  print  all  the  answers  he  received  agfunat  his  wishes,  beeanse  they 
were  private,  as  be  says,  when  all  the  others  were  just  as  private.  However, 
some  Mexicans  residing  in  New  York  took  the  tronble  to  publish  the  othere, 
vbich  were  from  Juan  J.  Baz,  Leaudro  Cuevas,  Felipe  Berriozabal,  Francisco 
Zarco,  Cipriano  Robert,  and  Pantaleon  Tovar,  together  with  some  letters  from 
Alejandro  Garcia,  genersl-iu- chief  of  the  eastern  line,  and  Gregorio  Uendec,  gov- 
ernor of  Tabasco,  favoring  the  decrees  of  the  8th  of  November.  We  thus  give 
gome  idea  of  the  pamphlet,  and  will  now  proceed  to  the  corrections  of  it. 

Ortega  published  a  letter  supposed  to  be  addressed  to  President  Juarez  by 
General  Fatoni,  on  the  ISth  of  December,  from  Presidio  del  Norte.  Fatoni  bM 
just  resigned  a  command  be  had  lield  in  Ohihnabua  up  to  the  9th  of  December. 
when  the  ^vemmcot  moved  to  Faao  del  Norte,  and  he  went  to  Presidio  del 
Nort«.  That  letter,  says  Fatoni,  cannot  recognize  the  President's  decree  because 
he  thought  it  ought  to  have  been  proclaimed  iu  Chihnabna.  We  are  antborired 
to  say  the  President  never  received  the  letter ;  hut  a  letter  from  Fatoni  at  Preeidw 
was  received.  It  was  dated  the  35th  of  December,  before  he  left  for  San  An- 
tonio, and  spoke  of  government  affairs  without  alluding  to  the  decree.  Some 
months  before  it  was  issued,  while  Patoni  was  iu  Chihuahua,  he  advieed  the 
President  to  prolong  his  term  of  office  when  it  should  expire. 

We  have  the  diary  of  a  person  who  travelled  with  him  to  Presidio.  It  is  as 
follows  :  "  Saturday,  December  0,  1865,  left  Chihuahua  at  half  past  four  p.  m. : 
reached  Aldamaat  eight,  and  stopped  for  the  night.  Sunday,  10th,  set  out  at  half 
past  four  with  Gknerol  Patoni  and  Gnillermo  Pricto ;  stopped  that  night  at 
Uoyote,  where  ive  arrived  at  half  past  five  p.  m.  Monday,  11th,  started  at  nine 
a.  m.,  and  got  to  Hormigae  by  two  p.  m.  1  uesdKy,  12tb,  started  at  half  past  fire 
a.  m.,  and  slept  at  Coyame.  Wednesday,  13th,  lefl  at  noon,  and  got  to  Coyamo 
by  five  p.  m.  Thursday,  14tb,  left  at  one  p.  m.,  and  got  to  Cachillo  Parado  by 
nme  p.  m.  Prieto'a  carriage  npset,  and  the  wheel  of  Patoni's  came  off.  Friday. 
15tb,  and  Saturday,  16th,  stopped  to  have  the  carriages  repaired.  Sunday,  17lli. 
we  left  Cuchillo  Parado  at  half  past  nine,  and  slept  at  Arroyo  del  Mimbre.  Holi- 
day, 18th,  set  out  at  seven  a.m. ;  arrived  at  Mnia  byone  p.  m.  Toesday,  lOtb. 
set  out  at  half  past  nine  a.  m.,  and  arrived  at  Ojinaga  (Presidio  del  Norte)  at 
half  past  three  p.  m." 

This  diary  can  be  proved  by  persons  along  the  road  and  at  Presidio.  Patoni's 
letter  purports  to  have  been  written  on  the  15tb  of  December  at  Presidio,  foor 
days  before  reaching  that  jplace.  As  to  the  style  of  the  letter,  it  is  much  like  the 
others  in  Ortega's  pamphlet.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  that  individnal 
may  guess  what  we  mean.    We  donbt  if  Patoni  had  anything  to  do  with  tbe 


CONDITIOK  OF  APFAIBB  IK  MEXICO.  471 

letter.  There  is  another  letter  in  Ortega's  book,  Bnpposed  to  be  irritten  from 
New  Tork  to  the  President  on  the  7th  of  October,  advi:jing  againat  the  proloaga- 
tlon  of  the  presidential  term.  He  did  not  get  the  letter ;  bat  be  did  get  one, 
some  months  before,  from  Villalobos,  who  was  io  the  United  States  trying  to 
negotiate  a  loan.  In  that  he  said  Maximilian  had  banished  liim,  and  robbed 
him  of  SlO,000,  and  be  requested  tbe  government  to  repay  it.  He  was  told  it 
was  impoBsible ;  the  goTernment  could  not  be  responsible  for  his  losses,  and  if 
he  succeeded  in  the  loan  he  ought  to  devote  the  wnole  of  it  to  support  the  war 
against  intervention.  Ortega  pablisbee  a  note  from  Mr.  Hnerta,  in  New  York, 
the  25th  of  Febmary,  in  which  he  gives  himself  the  title  of  general  of  division. 
After  the  decree  of  8tb  of  November  the  FresideDt  promoted  some  officers  to  the 
rank  of  major  generals,  and  Mr.  Hnerta  was  among  them ;  yet,  after  this,  he 
opposed  tbe  decree,  and  called  it  revolutionary,  and  compared  it  to  Comonfort'a 
proclamation.  He  said  an  soon  as  Comonfort  turned  he  denied  him,  and  he  does 
the  same  with  Juarez.  After  sending  him  the  commission,  tbe  government  ordered 
him  to  come  home  to  fight  against  tne  enemy.  He  made  some  excuses  at  first, 
and  then  sided  with  Ortega. 

As  to  Prieto,  when  be  was  with  the  govomment,  before  tbe  decree  was  pnb- 
lisbed,  he  opposed  the  decree,  because  he  did  not  think  it  was  constitutional ; 
but  he  could  not  go  for  Ortega,  on  accoant  of  bis  acts  in  1861,  and  he  would 
consider  it  the  erealest  calamity  if  Ortega  were  President  Prieto  repeated  this 
everywhere,  publicly  and  privately.  Tbe  government  knew  Prieto,  and  knows 
him  now.  He  was  not  molested  then,  berause  be  seemed  to  be  sincere  in  his 
opinion,  but  was  disposed  to  no  harm.  Yet,  on  the  8th  of  December,  the  day 
before  leaving  Chihuahua,  Prieto  called  to  see  the  President,  and  asked  for  pro- 
motion ;  promised  to  support  him  in  the  papers,  and  offered  to  be  bis  biographer 
and  bietorian.  The  Presidentdeclined  his  offera,and  said  he  did  not  want  any 
honest  opinion  sacrificed. 

We  hope  these  corrections  will  be  sufficient,  for  limited  space  prevents  further 
expatiation. 


Letter*  of  Gonzaiez  Ortega,  Santa  Ama,  and  Prieto. 

We  produce  below  some  letUrs  of  these  gentlemen,  who  are  working  for 
their  piivate  interests  against  the  republic,  tianta  Anna's  letter  to  Pnest 
Ordonez  may  be  found  in  the  Diario  del  Imperio,  with  two  from  Prieto  to  bis 
friends 

Ortega's  letter,  and  Prieto's  to  Negrete,  have  been  sent  to  tbe  government. 
We  make  no  comments  on  these  letters,  because  they  need  none.  Strange 
means  these  gentlemen  make  use  of  to  help  themselves  !  Such  cbiefd  as  Tapia 
will  never  aid  them.  It  is  absurd  to  blame  a  minister  because  he  acts  with  the 
President;  and  it  is  equally  as  ridiculous  to  think  the  government  would  recall 
Santa  Anna.  Hie  allies  are  those  interested  individuals  who  would  destroy  tbe 
republic  for  their  benefit.  Ualumny  is  vain  when  so  patent  and  coming  from 
persons  so  notorious  : 

Nbw  Yobk,  April  29,  1866. 

Rbspsctsi)  Fbibnd  and  Gumpanio.v:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  9tb, 
with  coutents.  I  hope  yon  have  received  mine  with  the  circular.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  tell  yon  in  a  letter  all  I  have  done,  what  I  intend  to  do,  and  what  will 
be  done  in  many  Stales  of  the  republic.  The  loyal  cause  is  saved.  Chihuahua 
has  been  Uken  by  Terrazae  ;  but  Don  Benito  says  he  will  not  leave  El  Paso 
yet.    What  does  that  mean  f 
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I  presume  jon  have  seen  the  papers  with  the  diplomatic  correepoDdenn. 
The  empire  is  dead,  but  there  remain  important  qneatione  to  settle.  Yod  mnBt 
operate  in  Matamoras ;  this  is  the  pTOpitionB  time.  Notice  the  eSect  of  the  . 
withdrawal  of  the  French  troope,  and  the  prohibition  to  Austria  b^  the  Unitt^ 
States  to  send  any  more  to  help  Uaximilian.  My  address  is  143  East  Eighth 
street.  New  York  citj.  If  absent,  the  letters  will  be  forwarded  to  me.  Bespettj 
to  the  boys  and  your  familr.     Your  friend, 

JESUS  O.  ORTEGA. 

General  Mioubi.  Neurbtb,  Broienttille. 


Sak  Antorio,  Tbxas,  Hay  6, 1866. 

Vbbv  Good  Fbibnd  :  I  enclose  a  letter  to  oar  friend  Anreliano  Rivera.  Read 
it ;  I  think  you  will  find  it  excellent.  I  anxiously  expect  your  letters.  Gen- 
eral Ortega  seiida  much  re^rd  to  you  and  Tapia,  and  says  you  will  hear  fron 
him  soon,  and  wishee  yon  both  to  join  him  in  tnc  country's  cause.  He  staid  in 
New  York  to  hear  from  Oaliforuia  and  to  meet  a  person  from  the  city  of  Mexico 
on  very  important  business.  He  will  soon  be  ready,  and  I  congratulate  yon 
and  the  toonlry  upon  the  value  of  his  services. 

I  have  already  told  you  of  the  capture  of  Chihuahua  by  the  liberals.  I 
hear  Lerdo  has  resigned  his  position  ftod  has  joined  the  Santa  Anna  piity. 
They  write  me  this  from  New  York,  and  "ay  the  news  has  had  a  serious  eff«l 
on  tho  Juarez  party  there.  I  don't  believe  it.  for  you  know  Jnares  will  mike 
every  sacrifice  to  keep  Lerdo  with  him. 

Respects  to  Margarita  and  Mignelito,  and  all  other  friends,  including  yonnelt 
Yours,  &c., 

GUILLERMO  PRIETO. 

General  Miqubl  Neoretb. 


San  Antonio  db  Bbjar,  May  11,  1866 
Dear  FriijND  :  Ortega  will  be  here  in  a  few  days  with  Huerta,  Ochoa,  ud 
other  friends,  to  act  immediateiy  with  you  and  Tapia.  He  ought  to  have  bees 
here'  long  ago,  to  save  bloodshed  and  direct  uperations  properly.  Fatoni  in- 
forms me  that  Ortega  will  leave  New  York  about  the  end  of  this  month.  Bt 
has  been  detained  there  on  important  business. 

Shiiw  this  to  Tapia  and  Rivera  on  the  first  opportunity. 
Your  friend  and  servant. 

GUILLERMO  P.RIETO. 
General  MiotiBL  Negrbtb. 

Sa.v  Antonio  db  Bbjar,  May  11,  1S66. 
General  Ortega  being  personally  acquainted  with  yon,  and  knowing  ynu 
elevated  eenttmente,  chains  me  to  write  you  in  order  that  yon  may  represeul 
him  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  general,  conjointly  with  Messrs.  Hnerta,  Negrete,  Fatoni,  Berriosahal,  ani 
other  patriots,  will  appear  in  the  republic  with  all  the  means  necessary  to  gire 
dne  activity  to  our  operations,  as  well  as  in  order  that  our  principles  may  have 
a  clear  and  legal  representation  there- 
After  the  coup  d'etat  I  thought  to  continue  in  the  most  close  rctiremeDt,  bnt 
the  alliance  of  Santa  Anna  with  Juarez  has  compelled  me  to  alter  that  den'Ko, 
and  brought  me  in  contact  with  Mr.  Ortega.  I  believe  that  the  object  of  wt 
latter  gentleman  is  to  keep  up  the  fight  widiout  entering  into  questions  relating 
to  right  of  command,  and  Dy  no  means  lake  up  arms  against  those  of  our  friend* 
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who  sre  engaged  in  tbe  eame  Btrnggle,  even  thoagti  they  do  invoke  the  name  of 
Jauez.  Hence  yon  can  represent  Mr.  OrtegK  conaiatently  with  yonr  refined 
patriotic  eentiifaentB.  Yon  can  commnnicale  with  Mr.  Ortega  either  directly, 
without  further  formalitiea,  or  through  me.' 

Ab  the  American  force  which  ie  at  our  service  has  not  yet  been  able  to  pro- 
vide itself  with  what  it  needs,  Mr.  Ortega  has  been  forced  to  delay  until  now  ; 
bnt  I  have  faith  in  hie  making  up  for  lost  time.     Gummence,  then,  ynnr  labors 

at  once.     Write  according  to  what  Mr.  N tclla  you.     I   send  him  also  a 

conunouication  now.     Inqnire  of  htm  as  to  the  way  of  writing  to  me. 
Ever  yottts, 

GUILLEBMO  PBIETO. 

SeBor  Don  Juan  Matbo^,  Mexico. 


L>BAR  Frib\d  ;  I  have  been  constantly  writing  to  you  withont  having  r 
Kived  SB  yet  a  single  reply.  I  am  ill  with  dropsy ;  and,  instead  of  relief  fro 
the  quarter  whence  I  should  expect  it,  I  have  to  complain  that  my  trouble 


increased  by  your  silence-  Any  miBanderstnnding  with  you  can  have  but  sad 
consequences  for  our  canse,  and  wilt  raise  up  difficulties  hereafter  j  but  it  depends 
npon  your  good  will  to  avert  such  a  result. 

From  wh^t  I  see  in  tbe  public  prints,  and  ascertain  by  sounding  public  opinion, 
•e  well  as  from  tbe  faint  echoes  wbicL  reach  my  ears  from  all  aides,  I  am  forced 
to  conclude  that  you  [here  the  original  Spanish  shows  that  the  writer  is  address- 
ing more  than  one  party. — Ed.  Herald]  are  not  satisfied  with  justifications  of 
Jaarez  in  his  attempt  at  uanrpation,  but  you  even  represent  that  act  as  one  of 
heroism,  as  one  of  those  noble  sacrifices  which  great  men  make  when  risking  their 
popularity  and  even  renown  for  the  salvation  of  their  country.  You  compare 
Juarez  to  Quintns  Curtius,  [MarcuB  Curtiue  ia,  no  doubt,  meant. — £d.  Hkrald,] 
roshing  into  the  abyss  to  save  Rome.  Yon  look  npon  the  question  at  issue 
entirely  in  a  personal  light;  you  speak  of  tbe  glorious  tradition  followed  ont  by 
Juarez,  and  compare  it  with  what  you  style  the  diBcomtiturea  and  puerilities 
of  Ortega.  But  the  point  of  difficnlty  does  not  lie  there ;  it  consists  in  the  sub- 
stitution of  arhitrary  power  for  law;  in  the  dethronement  of  right  to  make  way 
for  usurpation.  Ever  since  Jnarez  has  cast  aside  legality  as  tbe  rule  of  hia 
pnblic  actions,  be  has  been,  as  it  were,  halting  in  his  movements ;  he  holds  on  to 
the  interests  of  bis  accomplices  with  more  tenacity  than  he  adheres  to  the  real 
welfare  of  his  country.  He  is  forced  to  flatter  those  around  him,  and  he  can,  in 
consequence,  give  but  little  thought  to  the  wants  of  our  people. 

But  you  ahould  have  taken  warning  when  tSanta  Anna  presented  himself  on  the 
scene  as  the  ally  uf  Jaarez.     Santa  Anna  wiahed  to  have  the  empire;  he  pro- 

Doonced  in  favor  of  it.     In  infamy  and  treason  he  has  ontrivalled j  but 

Saligny,  as  well  as  the  head  of  the  empire,  found  him  too  black  with  dishonor  to 
have  aught  to  do  with  him.  Do  you  know  what  that  bartered  conscience,  that 
foal  wreck,  is  steering  afterl     His  own  profit  in  some  diplomatic  speculation. 

And,  indeed, ,  led  somehow  estray,  has  been  used  to  bring  Juarez  and 

Santa  Anna  together.  Well,  the  latter  is  to  be  made  the  instrument,  through 
this  connection,  for  satisfying  the  wishee  of  France  and  of  the  traitors  who  sold 
ont  country. 

We  had  suspected  some  such  mean  farce,  and  what  occurred  on  the  removal 
of  the  seat 'of  government  to  Chihuahua  showed  that  our  foresight  was  correct. 
Men  who  wen;  imperiahsts  bnt  the  day  before,  gave  banquets  to  Juarez;  the 
only  absentees  from  anch  feativities,  the  only  jartiea  who  were  not  received  at 
them,  were  such  as.  like  onrselveB,  bad  faithfully  followed  our  national  banner 
from  the  frontiers  under  hia  lead.     Were  we  to  accept  Juarez's  usurpation,  cow- 
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ardly  approve  the  dariE  aod  perfidiom  policy  of  Lerdo,  and  make  common  eauM 
with  tboee  who  pursue  Gonzalez  Ortpga  witb  inrectWeB  aad  injury,  we  ehoold 
be  violating  law  and  trampling  upon  tbe  interest  of  our  country.  Sucb  a  coarse 
could  only  pave  tbe  way  for  numberlese  evils,  and  compromise  the  future  weal 
of  our  country  to  a  moat  deplorable  extent 

In  New  York  we  have  no  repreeeutativeB  otber  than  bureaucratic  ones.  Thii 
is  the  result  of  Romero's  aad  policy.  I  understand  well  your  renBOns  for  stav- 
ing ofT  diacnasion  at  a  time  when  our  national  troubles  are  unabated ;  but  you 
should  labor  to  form  opinion  among  your  friends,  to  prepare  the  roeana  that 
ehould  aerve  in  tbe  defence  of  a  cause  that  is  just,  ana  to  gather  tbe  materials 
that  will  insnre  bappiueaB  to  our  country  after  the  triumph  of  the  principles  of 
social  progress.  I  trust  that  yon  will  gather  your  frieuda  together,  and  that  yon 
will  write  to  your  acquaintances  abroad  on  this  aubject.  Answer  me. 
Your  devoted  friend, 

GUILLERMO  PRtETO. 

P.  S. — Wiite  me  under  any  name  you  pleaaoi  but  take  care  to  mark  one  of 
the  corners  of  the  envelope  thus-~-B.  167. 

Seflor  Do\  Juan  Matbos,  Mexiao. 


[Enclosure  No.  8. — From  tbe  ofBciiil  paper  of  the  conttltnlioiiBl  (rovernmeat  of  tlie  Mazican 
republic,  Cbibnafana,  SepMmber  )t2,  1866.] 

Prieta't  letteri. — We  give  another  of  bis  letters  found  in  the  Biario  del  Im- 
perio  of  the  7th  of  August  last. 

We  make  no  commente;  wi;  only  republish  it  to  show  how  discord  ts  tried  to 
be  produced  in  the  national  cause. 

His  abuse  of  the  President  will  not  be  noticed.  He  has  a  private  gmdge 
against  'IVjada,  Speaking  of  Tapia,  we  said  in  our  last  numner  that  Prieto 
called  all  be  pleased  his  friends  without  consulting  them.  To  prove  this  we 
insert  a  letter  from  Bcrriozabal,  published  in  the  New  York  Herald,  with  a  pro- 
clamation by  General  Vega,  in  California.  We  insert  Ignacio  Pena  BarragnnV 
safe  conduct  to  quit  the  city  of  Mexico,  together  with  part  of  a  letter  irom  Uon- 
terey  conceming  Prieto: 

San  ANTANto,  May  6,  1866. 

Mv  DSAB  Fbllow:  It  aeems  impossible  to  get  a  letter  from  yon,  thoi^  I 
begged  you  to  write  to  me.  Ate  you  so  frightened  by  Jnarea's  ambition  yon 
cannot  write?  They  say  his  decrees  of  the  Stli  November  have  been  well  re- 
ceived, and  I  believe  it;  nothing  surprisee  me  now. 

You  decide  without  investigating  the  case,  becanae  yon  compare  a,  ronted  hero 
to  a  victorious  one;  because  you  distinguish  between  one  who  left  the  field  of 
glory  to  epend  his  time  riotously  in  New  York;  because  you  think  all  good 
officers  side  witb  Juarez;  because  you  think  the  Juarez  policy  is  right;  bnt 
you  are  all  mistaken,  and  you  will  see. 

We  are  not  for  peiaons,  and  if  Juarez  and  Ortega  were  contrasted,  they  would 
both  lose.  Ortega  did  not  desert  the  cause  any  more  than  Doblado,  BerrioiabaJ. 
'  Alvarez,  and  Pena  Barragan ;  he  lefl  by  permission,  and  did  not  return,  becaase 
he  was  ordered  to  be  shot  if  he  came  back,  like  a  traiktr.  As  to  the  liberal 
chiefs,  they  all  have  indulgences  from  year  to  year.  Canalea,  the  most  respect- 
able, supports  Ortega;  ao  does  Anreliano,  Placido  Vega,  Huerta,  Patoni,  Qao- 
sada,  Negrete,  Tapia,  Gomez,  and  many  others;  not  excepting  Cortinas,  who 
joined  Garsa,  the  traitor.  So  yon  see  if  discord  is  introduced,  and  the  nuwrof 
it  reaches  the  United  States,  it  will  ruin  us. 

The  policy  of  tbe  rector  of  San  Udefenso  is  to  compromise  with  the  trailore. 
He  hates  all  reformers ;  he  believes  in  nothing  and  roapects  nobody. 
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I  do  not  mean  to  pniise  Ortega,  or  to  create  a  dutDrbance ;  but  I  will  sapport 
all  wlio  are  Btniggliog  for  independeace.  But  we  who  are  out  of  the  country 
ought  to  know  the  tnitb,  and  unite  with  the  most  intelligent  in  the  good  cause. 
Ortega  wants  to  go  hack  and  light,  to  show  that  be  has  been  slandered.  For 
mj  pari,  when  I  get  my  famijy  into  a  safe  place,  I  will  be  ready  to  fight  with 
Naranjo,  Canales,  or  any  ctber,  not  caring  who  is  President ;  only  bent  on  mortal 
war  against  Frenchmen  and  traitors.     Adieu.     Write  to  me. 

GUILLEKMO  PRIETO. 
e  friend  in  Orleans,  and  get  him  to  send  them  to  me 


THB   BEVOLUTIOM   l^i    MBXICO. 

To  tie  editor  of  the  HeraJd: 

In  your  isane  of  to-day  yon  have  publiehed  a  letter  signed  "Gnillenno 
Prieto,"  and  dated  "San  Antonio  Bejar,  May  11,  1866,"  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  General  Gonzalez  Ortega,  together  with  Messrs.  Hnerta,  Negiete,  Patoni, 
and  Berriozabal,  will  appear  in  the  Mexican  territory  to  give  a  new  impnlee, 
with  lai^  resources,  to  the  defence  of  the  republic,  and  "a  full  and  legal  repre- 
sentation to  our  principles,"  aays  Mr.  Prieto.  As  this  gentleman  is  known  to 
advocate  the  pretenaions  of  General  Gonzalez  Ortega  to  the  presidency  of 
Mexico,  the  meaning  of  his  quoted  words  is  very  plain.  Now,  in  what  concerns 
Bie  penonally,  I  have  to  say  that  Mr.  Prieto's  statement  is  as  false  and  ground- 
leas  ad  the  alliance  of  President  Juarez  and  Santa  Anna,  to  which  he  alludes. 
General  Gonzalez  Ortega  and  my  friends  residing  in  this  country  know  full 
well  my  position  in  regard  to  the  unlucky  question  raised  by  this  general  claim- 
ing the  presidential  chair;  but  some  persons  in  Mexico  might  be  induced  into 
error  by  such  loose  asaertiona  as  Mr.  Prieto'a,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  request 
of  you  the  publication  of  these  lines.  The  ouly  tmth  contained  iu  the  cited 
letter,  so  far  as  relates  to  me,  is  that  I  shall  soon  go  to  my  country  in  order  to 
continue  fighting  for  its  independence  and  repnblican  institutions,  bat  it  will  be 
under  the  authority  of  its  national  zovemment,  now  sitting  at  Chihuahua,  the 
only  one  I  have  to  obey  aa  a  genend  of  the  republic. 
I  am>  sir,  very  respect&Uy,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKLIPE  B.  BEBEIOZABAL. 

Nkw  Yobe,  Augtut  16,  186C. 

From  P.  Vega  to  Sebaitian  Lerdo  de  Tejado,  minuter  of  relalioni  and  gov 


Chois,  September  7,  1866. 
On  leaving  San  Francisco,  the  8th  of  July,  I  informed  yon  and  our  minister 
in  Washington  that  I  was  about  to  return  to  the  republic.     I  came  to  Boca  de 
]ae  Piedras,  in  the  Fuerte  district,  on  the  7th  of  August  last,  intending  to  join 
the  President,  but  I  have  been  detained. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  a  few  copies  of  the  proclamation  I  intend  to 
make,  and  I  hope  you  will  approve  of  them. 
Yours,  &x., 

P.  VEGA. 

THE  PROCLAMATION. 

FBLLow-OouNTHyMBN  :  Fato  has  been  against  me  in  the  foreign  commiaeion 
intmsted  to  me  by  the  supreme  government  of  the  republic ;  aud  I  have  thus 
been  forced  to  absent  myself  from  the  seat  of  war,  where,  as  a  loyal  Mexican,  I 
was  giving  my  best  services  to  my  conntry.  Bnt,  thank  Keaveii,  I  am  hack 
upon  the  soil  that  gave  me  birth,  and  will  have  the  gratification  to  offer  myself 
a  sacrifice  in  defence  of  the  independence  and  liberty  of  my  country. 
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Wliile  I  was  away  I  was  rejoiced  to  hear  you  had  saved  the  Stale  fjrom 
falling  a  pray  to  iDfiLmoue  invadera.  Sinaloa  hae  acted  glorionaly,  and  hag 
distiiigaisbed  herself.  I  congatnlate  citizen  Bahi,  our  worthy  governor,  the 
indefatigable  General  Ramon  Corona,  the  other  chiefs  and  officers,  and  all  of 
you.  on  your  glorious  victories,  by  which  you  have  humbled  the  French  ;  and 
I  exhort  you  not  to  vest  a  single  day,  and  yon  may  be  sure  a  happy  time  of 
peace  ^nd  pioBperity  will  come  to  bleaa  our  country.  In  my  march  to  the 
interior  of  the  republic  1  am  attended  by  worthy  chiefa,  officers,  and  Boldier*. 
many  of  whom  diatinguiahed  themaelv-ea  at  the  sieges  of  Puebia  and  Ooxaca, 
and  other  places.  I  have  many  strangers  with  me,  who  fonght  bravely  for  the 
CBuae  of  civilization  and  progrnsB  of  the  United  States,  and  now  come  to  na  in 
accordance  with  the  decree  of  the  supreme  government,  isaaed  in  Konterey  the 
11th  of  August,  1S64;  and  many  good  Mexicans  follow  roe,  anxious  to  serve 
their  conntry.  I  am  well  supplied  with  arms,  such  as  are  now  used  in  North 
America  and  England,  and  1  invite  yon  all  who  have  no  arms  to  join  me  and 
march  where  the  first  magistrate  of  the  nation  directe.  Let  your  services  l>« 
giveu  iu  time,  bo  that  we  may  he  the  first  to  revel  iu  the  halla  of  the  Monlc- 
zumas. 

Tour  fiiend  and  companion, 

PLACIDO  VEGA. 

In  the  town  of  Zabauoza,  Aiguit  15,  1S66. 


Dbpabtmbn-f  of  Statb,  Branch  of  War  and  Navv. 

By  order  of  his  majesty  the  emperor,  I  grant  a  safe  conduct  to  Don  Tgnacio 
de  la  Pena  y  Barragan  to  pais  freely,  avd  with  all  safety,  to  live  at  the  Hacienda 
del  Hospital,  near  Ouantia  de  Morelos  ;  and  the  military  authorities  are  charged 
not  to  proeecute  him  or  molest  him  on  account  of  his  past  political  condnct.  And 
for  his  protection  the  present  is  given  to  him,  in  the  palace  of  Mexico,  on  the 
fiixteenth  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-fonr. 

JUAN  DE  D.  PE2A. 


Monterey,  Augiut  26,  1865. 
Sir  :  Con  Guillermo  Frieto  wrote  from  San  Antonio  aaytng  be  was  sorry  for 
his  conduct  towards  General  Gonzalez  Ortu;a,  and  asks  permission  to  retain 
here.     He  was  directed  to  apply  to  Juarez  for  permissioo,  and  if  it  was  obtaiotd 
he  would  be  allowed  to  return. 
Yonrs,  Sec , 

Mr. ,  in  CAihuahua. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero. 

Department  of  Stats, 

Watkington,  November  13,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commanieatioo  of 
the  31st  ultimo,  containing  various  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  Geoasl 
Ortega  to  the  constitutional  presidency  of  Mexico. 

I  avail  mjrself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you  the  asanmncefl  of  my  nxwt 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAH  H.  8EWABD. 
SeSor  Don  U.  BoMBBo,  Ifc.,  ^.,  tft.  CaU^qIc 
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Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.-  Seward. 
[Tranglation.] 
Mexican  Leoatio.y  to  the  Umtbd  States  op  America, 

WatAi)t£toH,  December  8,  186C. 
Ht.  Sbcrrtahv  :  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  juu  a  copy  of  No.  36  of  the 
officifd  paper  of  the  conMitiitional  goveniment  of  tbe  Mexican  republic,  of  the 
3d  November  last,  in  which  are  publiflhed  Bome  documents  which  bear  relation 
to  ihe  conduct  which  Don  Jesus  Gonzalez  Ortega  haa  obperved  abrond,  and 
which  I  thiok  will  be  read  with  interest  by  the  government  of  the  Unit<;d  States. 
I  avail  of  thia  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  dietingnished  coasideratioQ. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  Ifc.,  ^.,  l(c. 


We  publish  in  the  official  portion  what  relates  to  a  pennissiiin  which  General 
Ortega  pretended  to  give  foe  the  coining  of  Mexican  money  abroad.  Putting 
aside  the  pretension  of  this  gentleman  to  be  President  of  Mexico,  and  the  at- 
tempt to  exercise  acta  of  authority  within  the  territory  of  a  foreign  country,  the 
idea  of  permitting  the  money  of  a  nation  to  be  coined  abroad  is  such  a  thing 
as  needs  not  be  aolayzed ;  at  once  one  perceives  the  degradation  of  consenting 
to  the  coinage  abroad  of  the  type  of  a  national  sovereignty,  ae  well  as  the  iacal- 
culable  responsibility  and  iiinum arable  abuses  to  which  thia  might  give  place. 
Mr.  Ortega  said  in  his  manifeEto  tliat  nltlmugh  it  belonged  to  him  to  exerciee 
the  presidency  of  the  republic,  he  did  not  desire  to  come  to  exerciee  it,  in  order 
not  to  introduce  discord  among  the  defenders  of  tlie  nation  ;  the  very  style  of 
the  manifest  gave  the  lie  to  the  sincerity  of  these  expressions,  and.  oa  was  to  be 
supposed,  be  has  taken  upon  himself  promptly  to  go  on  giviug  tbera  the  lie  by 

He  has  not  come  to  the  republic,  seeing  that  ail  repelled  him;  but  be  pre* 
tends  to  the  exercise  of  authority  in  foreign  conutricB,  and  there  conspires  to 
procure  others  to  enpport  him.  Already  variou-i  evidences  -if  this  have  been 
published,  and  now  we  place  in  continuation  copy  of  an  intercepted  letter  of 
liis,  which  he  was  sending  to  General  Negrctc,  according  to  the  direction  given 
therein. 

We  leave  to  the  readers  to  paee  upon  the  measures  by  which  Mr.  Ortega 
sveka  to  gain  some  partisans,  by  appealing  to  suppositions  which  are  belied  the 
next  day,  ae  that  the  government  of  the  United  States,  for  instance,  had  recog- 
nized him.  Nothing  need  now  astonish  one  as  to  those  who  reeolve  to  employ 
such  n 


[EncloKDre  Vo.  2.] 

Nbw  Tork,  Aifgiut  28, 1S6G, 
Estekmbd  Sib  :  Enclosed  herein  I  forward  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of 
the  agreement  into  which  I  have  entered  with  General  J.  G.  Ortega  fur  the 
establishment  of  a  mint  in  San  Francisco.  As  1  have  neither  the  wieU  nor  the 
expectation  that  said  Seiior  Ortega  may  succeed  iu  setting  np  his  authority  and 
cabinet  within  the  Mexican  republic,  as  ho  contemplates  doing,  and  as  1  desire 
to  obtain  this  right  of  coining  Mexican  money  in  San  Francisco,  I  hope  that 
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your  excellency,  as  well  hb  President  Jaaiez,  will  deem  It  of  great  advantage 
to  grant  me  tliia  privil<jge  on  tbe  conditiono  expreeaed  in  the  copy  whicb  I  far- 
ward  herewith.  All  the  papers,  as  well  ae  the  960,000  referred  to  therein,  are 
to  pass  thi'ougli  the  hands  of  Minister  Romero.  •  *  *  SeDor  Ortega  goei 
to  MataronrnH  to-morrow  or  the  day  after,  and  Sefior  Ochoa  will  be  accrediled 
to  Washington  aa  Boon  as  Senor  Ortega  shall  have  Bet  up  his  government  at 
Hatamoran. 

We  are  quite  elated  here,  because  the  latest  news  leaves  no  room  fordoobtaa 
to  Maximilian's  departure  aud  tbe  ultimate  triumph  of  the  liberal  canse. 

WILLIAM  H.  McKEE. 

Seilor  Don  J.  M.  Iulb9iaf>, 

Minitler  t^tht  Treaturj/.  !ft:„  CMhuahMa. 


[Encksare  No.  3.] 

Nbw  Yobk,  July  24,  1866. 
In  the  exercise  of  ample  power  for  sncb  purposes,  I  have  given  permission  lo 
Dr.  William  U.  UcKee  to  coin  in  the  city  of  San  Francisd,  California,  Uniled 
Slates,  money  having  the  form,  value  and  legality  of  Mexican  currency,  on  tbe 
conditions  which  you  will  settle  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  which  I 
have  given  you.  I  reserve  to  myself  the  ratitieation  of  the  contract.  For  tbii 
purpoBe  I  hereby  commission  and  anthorize  you  to  act  in  the  premises,  and  llui 
note  shall  serve  as  yonr  credentials  therefor. 
Independence  una  constitntion ! 

JESUS  G.  ORTEGA, 
Conttitutional  Pretident  oflkt  Mexican  Repailie. 
CiliEens  General  Epilacio  Uubrto,  Gooernor  of  Michoacan, 

and  Fernando  Maria  Obtbga,  Governor  of  Puebta, 

[Enclosure  No.  4.} 

Ilie  conditions  agi«ed  upon  are  as  follows  : 

Articlb  1.  The  Mexican  government  concedes  to  Seflor  McKee  theprin- 
lege  of  coining  Mexican  money  in  the  city  of  San  FiSQciaco,  California,  DuitMl 
States. 

Art.  2.  The  money  so  coined  shall  have  the  same  form,  valne,  and  legality 
aa  that  which  is  now  current  in  Mexico,  and  SeDor  McKee,  or  the  company  be 
represents,  shall  he  held  responsible  therefor. 

Art.  3.  The  government  shall  appoint  an  employ^,  to  be  paid  out  of  tbe 
public  treasury  ;  be  shall  represent  said  govemmeat  in  said  mint. 

Art.  4.  The  present  grant  is  for  the  tenn  of  thirty  years  from  date ;  and  no 
other  similar  one  shall  be  made  for  a  mint  in  any  place  within  the  United  Statet. 

Art.  5.  Senor  McKee  xhall  pay  C60,000  in  consideration  of  ibis  privilege,  u 
soon  as  the  Mexican  minieter,  appoiuted  by  Baid  President,  shall  be  recognitcd 
at  WaBhington. 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  two  copies  of  this  agreement  made  out,  and  signed  by 
both  parties,  one  fur  each. 

E.  HUERTA. 

F.  M.  ORTEGA. 
W.  H.  McKEE. 

New  York,  Jd>  84,  18SC. 

I  approve  and  ratify  the  foregoing  contract,  in  the  name  of  tbe  repablic  of 
Mexico,  as  constitutional  President  of  that  nation. 

JESUS  Q.  0BTE6A. 
Nbw  Tobk,  July  24, 1866.  C.OOqIc 
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[EDcloanre  No.  5.] 

MiMSTBY  OP  THK  TbKASURY  AND  PiTBI.IC  CRRDIT, 

CAiiuahtia,  Ocloher  39,  1866. 

Enclosed  in  your  communication  of  August  38  last,  which  I  received  lon^ 
after  due,  were  copies  nf  the  documents  relating  to  s  contract  into  which  Gene- 
ral J.  G.  Ortega  went  through  tlie  foims  of  making  with  yon  for  ihc  establish- 
ing of  a  mint  iu  San  FranciBco,  California. 

Geoerat  Gonzalez  Ortega,  who  calls  himself  the  constitutional  President  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  and  who  preCeuds  to  govern  said  republic  from  abroad,  exer- 
cises therein  no  public  authority  of  any  kind  whatsoever,  nor  has  he  the  right  to 
exercise  any.  Hence  the  acts  by  which  be  aims  at  exercising  the  authonty  of 
legitimate  governor  of  Mexico  are  null  and  void. 

As  to  the  reqnest  which  you  make  that  the  citizen  President  of  the  republic, 
Benitu  Juarez,  will  grant  the  privilege  for  the  establishment  of  a  mint  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, in  California,  on  the  same  conditions  as  those  contained  in  the  contract 
which  General  Gonzalez  Ortega  pretends  to  have  made  with  you,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  accede  to  such  a  request.  The  coinage  of  money  being  one  of  the  attrib- 
ntes  of  the  national  sovereignty,  it  should  not  take  place  outside  of  the  nalionnl 
territory  over  which  such  sovereignty  ia  exercised.  No  motive  nor  any  condi- 
tion can  justify  such  a  concession. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform  ! 

IGLESIAS. 

Dr.  Wm.  H.  HcKbs. 


[EDclMoreNo.  6.] 

Nbw  Tobk,  June  25,  1866. 

Dear  Friend  ;  I  venture  to  address  yon  this  letter ;  but  I  do  so  on  account 
of  the  urgency  of  the  affair,  and  because  I  am  aware  of  your  patriotism. 

The  United  States  government  has  refused  to  recognize  Don  Benito  Juarez, 
on  account  of  fais  lack  of  any  legitimate  title  or  constitutional  power  to  negotiate 
with  said  government  a  loan  of  $50,000,000,  and  in  consequence  of  this  it  has 
recognized  me  as  the  constitutional  President.  I  believe  that  before  ten  days 
the  loan  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars  will  be  all  settled. 

It  IB  important  that  you  send  word  immediately  to  Garcia  de  la  Cadena,  to 
Ansa,  and  to  Sanchez  Roman,  niging  that  they  issue  proclamations  recognizing 
the  constitutional  government  of  Mexico,  and  setting  forth  that  such  has  always 
been  the  sentiment  of  the  State  of  Zacatecaa,  whose  guide  is  always  the  law, 
and  whose  standard  is  the  constitntion,  and  statine  that  this  prcclamatiou  is 
made  at  the  present  time  in  order  to  solemnly  record  that  sentiment  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Zacatecas,  and  to  aid  the  national  cause.  Have  them  to  publish  the 
proclamation,  so  that  not  only  the  attention  of  the  pnblic,  but  that  of  the  press, 
may  be  attracted  thereto.  I  wish  that  the  State  of  Zacatecas  may  occupy  a 
worthy  rank  iu  the  salvation  of  our  law,  ear  independence,  and  the  forms  of 
republican  government.  I  desire  that  the  State  of  Aguan  Cahentes  should  figure 
in  the  same  position. 

Tell  Garcia  de  la  Cadena  that  Femiza  acted  with  shrewdness  and  prudence, 
and  did  not  deliver  the  letters  to  those  for  whom  they  were  intended,  but  he 
retains  them  still  in  his  possession  ;  so  Settor  Cadena  is  not  in  the  least  comprO' 
mised.  Femiza  wilt  set  out  in  a  few  days,  and  will  croas  the  deserts  on  the 
frontier.  He  will  bear  with  him  instructions  for  the  arrangement  of  some  way 
to  forward  arms  and  means  on  a  scale  corresponding  to  on  affair  of  so  great 
magnitude  as  the  present.  Send  word  also  to  Aureliano,  and  give  him  a  copy 
of  this  note. 
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In  a  few  days  I  will  set  out  for  Mexico.  I  will  croBs  the  franlier ;  &ud,  Gbonld 
not  any  obetacle  be  put  in  my  way  by  the  United  Statpa,  I  mean  tocrora  with  a 
lot  of  Americaa  voluuteere.  Still,  I  do  not  think  that  any  dtfficalty  will  ariee, 
judging  from  the  letters  which  I  receive. 

The  perBonul  interests  of  Don  Benito  Juarez  have  prevented  lttcxif»  &oni 
realizing  her  ealvntion.  She  could  have  secured  it  had  he  not  broken  the  order 
eHtabliehed  by  law.  Ilie  hlood  that  has  been  unclessly  spilt  these  lait  few 
iDonlhe  ia  exclusively  upon  him ;  for  the  efforts  made  by  the  Mexican  people 
have  proved  fueble  and  sterile  throngh  the  fault  of  said  Don  Benito  Juarez. 

We  should  leani  from  a  foreign  nation  how  to  respect  law.  Tell  all  oar 
friendfi,  in  my  name,  that  before  six  or  eight  months  we  Bhall  have  finished  our 
work. 

Tour  friend, 

J.  G.  ORTEGA. 
General  Do.n  Miulel  \egbbte. 

Septbmser  10, 1866. 
True  copy : 

Dr.  AKROrO. 
R.  Garcia  Hkrnandez,  Secretary. 


[  Enclosure  No.  7.— From  the  New  York  Tribaoe,  November  21,  16S6.] 
To  the  edilor  of  the  Kew  York  Tribune: 

Sir  ;  If  Ortega  has  done  nothing  on  United  States  soil  which  may  be  pnipeil; 
construed  into  conspiracy  against  a  neighboring  power  with  which  we  bold 
friendly  relations,  and  has  been  guilty  of  no  other  act  violating  the  ueutralitj 
laws,  then  I  concur  with  yon  in  the  opinion  that  our  government  has  no  rigbi 
to  interfere  by  arresting  him.  His  conduct,  after  crossing  the  Rio  Grandp,  \i 
the  affair  of  Mexico  j  and  it  does  not  alter  the  law  of  the  case  that  the  Meiiuii 
people,  with  a  unanimity  far  greater  even  than  that  which  was  shown  in  ourowu 
recent  elections,  have  already  decided  against  him  and  for  Juarez. 

But  I  do  not  agree  in  the  view  you  seem  inclined  to  take  of  that  decision.  1 
think  the  Mexicans  decided  rightfully  as  well  as  unanimously.  It  would  be 
superfluous  to  debate  this  here,  iti  the  United  States,  were  it  not  that  an  opinioa 
favorable  to  Ortega's  claims,  if  given  in  a  paper  so  influential  as  the  Tribune 
must  place  serious  embarrassments  in  the  way  of  the  Mexican  liberals.  Thi^, 
I  know  well,  is  a  result  furthest  possible  from  youi'  iutentiona. 

But  thus  it  acts.  Vox  four  years  past  the  French  invaders  have  had  poM«- 
Bton  of  the  Mexican  seaports,  and  have  seized  and  appropriated  all  the  revi^iiui: 
from  imports.  But  nearly  four-fifths  of  the  public  reveniies  of  the  Meiiun 
government  is  derived  from  the  tariff.  Add  to  this  that  the  people,  harof^ 
and  pillaged,  hnve  had  little  means  left,  however  welt  disposed,  to  contribute 
support  to  the  constitational  government..  That  government,  thus  nenrly  beg- 
gared, had  nothing  left  but  the  resort  to  which  all  civilized  nations  have  at  timej 
been  forced — a  public  loan.  She  needs  imperatively  arms,  munitions,  and  mili- 
tary appointments  ;  but  she  has  nothing  with  which  to  pay  for  these  exwpl  bft 
bouds,  duly  authorized  by  Juarez  and  certified  by  his  accredited  minister. 
Though  her  entire  public  debt  does  not  exceed  S100,OGO,000,  yet,  becao^of 
her  uncertain  fortunes,  her  credit  is  low,  and  she  hoe  to  dispose  of  tbecc  bonds 
at  60  cents  to  the  dollar  in  payment  of  the  supplies  she  needs.  Ton  make  it 
very  difficult  for  her  to  do  even  this  ;  you  strengthen  the  hands  of  specnlalorj 
who  seek  to  impose  upon  her  still  harder  conditions,  for  you  supply  lo  them 
Bi^uments  going  to  depreciate  the  credit  of  the  Juarez  govemmeut.  It  is  bad 
enough  for  an  exhausted  nation  to  have  to  receive  60  and  pay  some  day  100  in 
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retnrn,  witb  seven  per  cent  iatarest  on  tliat  100  till  paid.  Too  aggravate  the 
bardsbip  whea  jou  intimate  that  perhapa  Juarez  has  no  rtfcblful  claim  to  the 
posiUnn  be  holda. 

If  he  iad,  in  point  of  iact.  no  anch  claim,  good  and  veil :  let  the  truth  be 
(old,  no  matter  whom  it  injures.     Bnt  is  that  sol 

I'he  Lechnical  period  when  Juarez's  term  expired  was  the  1st  of  December 
last.  Seven  months  later,  Ortega  put  forth  hia  claim  in  a  pamphlet,  in  Eng- 
lish, published,  here  ;  au  appeal,  in  ract,  against  his  own  nation  to  ours.  Thia 
pamphlet  had  an  appendix  of  t went j-six  page^,  mtitled  "LetteiB  in  ratification 
of  hiB  poaition."  It  disdoaes  the  fact  that,  after  seven  niontba'  dekj,  Ortega 
conld  muster  hot  nine  indorsera,  every  one  Mexican  refugees — four  living  in 
Texas,  five  in  New  York.  There  were  two  ex-go vernorii  of  States,  two  ex-brig- 
adier generals,  one  ex-postmnater  general,  one  ex-colonel — all  disaffected  officiab 
like  Ortega  himself,  and,  like  him,  all  absent  from  their  native  country  in  her 
hour  of  danger  and  suffering.  Three  mora,  an  ex-editor  and  two  unknown 
individuals,  made  up  tlie  list.  ■ 

To  this  pamphlet  the  friends  of  Juarez  issued  a  reply.  Ica  appendix  contains 
letters  from  every  governor  of  a  State  in  Mexico,  then  acting  as  such,  to  the 
number  of  twelve,  besides  despatches  from  the  principal  corps  commanders  then 
in  the  field,  and  commonicfttions  from  other  public  mnn.  Every  one  of  these 
HDCtioDB  Juarez's  action,  and  approves,  in  unqualified  terras,  his  continnance 
in  office  as  legal  and  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  people,  so  far  as  it  waa 
poasible  to  ascertain  that  will. 

The  pamphlet  further  Bays:  "Not  a  governor  of  a  State,  not  a  town  or  city 
under  native  rule,  but  baa  declared  for  the  continuance  in  bis  present  position 
of  President  Juarez.  Nay  mire — not  a  Mexican  ciliien,  reetdetit  in  Mexico, 
has,  in  public  harangue  or  in  private  communication,  expreiised  disapprobation 
of  the  extension  of  Juarez's  term  of  office." 

The  grounds  upon  which  this  acquiescence  rests  (aside  from  the  love  and 
trust  home  by  the  nation  for  their  loug-tried  leader,  Benito  Juarez)  seem  to  be 
the  following: 

The  Mexican  constitution  differs  from  oura  in  this — that  no  one  but  the  maa 
aetnally  voted  for  ob  President  is,  under  any  circumstances,  permanently  to 
occupy  the  presidential  chair.  la  temporary  default  of  a  President,  f  Art  79,} 
the  president  of  the  supreme  court  of  justice  shall  serve.  If  the  default  of 
Fresideot  be  absolute,  (Art  SO,)  a  new  election  shall  be  forthwith  held.  If  the 
election  of  President  shall  not  have  been  published  by  the  first  of  December, 
(Art  8S,)  the  president  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  President  provisionally. 
The  word  in  the  original  is  iiUermamtnle,  strictly  translated  Umporarily. 

Taken  alone  and  according  to  its  letter,  article  83  gives  the  presidency  tem- 
porarily to  Ortega  as  chief  justice,  fiul,  taken  in  connection  with  the  articles 
which  precede  it,  and  in  view  of  the  well  known  intent  of  its  framcra,  and  yet 
more  especially  interpreted  in  the  light  of  that  policy  which  diatinguisbes  the 
Mexican  constitution  from  oura,  namely,  that  he  oolv  shall  permanently  act  as 
Preaideut  who  waa  elected  to  be  President,  not  he  who  was  elected  as  a  tempo- 
rary substitute,  it  would  hare  been  a  direct  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  conati- 
tation  had  the  aubstitute,  it  a  crisis  like  the  present,  become  the  principal. 

The  default  of  the  President,  in  bis  case,  was  absolute,  not  temporary,  and  in 
sack  a  case  there  is  but  one  couBtitntional  remedy — a  new  election  shall  be  held. 
That  could  not  be  because  of  the  French  invasion.  The  case  provided  for  in 
article  S2  is  not  one  in  which  it  was  impossible  to  hold  an  election,  but  one  in 
which  an  election,  being  possible,  was  not  held  or  was  not  published.  The  in- 
tent waa  to  guard  againat  some  intrigue  of  an  unacrupulona  incumbent,  a  coatiu- 
eency  much  more  likely  to  happen  under  au  unsettled  government  like  the 
Mexican  than  among  us.  But  no  one  doubts  Juarez's  great  desire,  hod  it  been 
posaUile,  to  held  an  election ;  and  as  little  can  we  doubt  that,  in  case  of  such  aa 
31  Hbx.  v?[^' 
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election,  be  woald  have  been,  by  an  oTerwhelroing  majority,  the  people'e  choice. 

These  are  the  arguments  of  Jnarez's  friends.  Good  or  bad,  tney  have  been 
iifdorHcd  by  (he  Mexicans  tbemselvee,  the  solo  judges  in  this  ca»e.  To  go  be- 
hind their  decision  is  to  do  tbeo  xn  injury  by  increasing  the  diffiealty  of  re- 
establishing among  them  constitutional  mle. 

Perhaps  you  doubt  whether  they  are  steady  and  patriotic  enough  to  do  thie. 
I  do  not  doubt  it.  I  think  we  are  too  much  inelioed  to  nndervalae  other  rues 
than  our  own,  and  ton  little  disposed  to  make  allowance  fur  the  difficulties  nndei 
which  such  races  often  labor.  The  Mexican  race,  when  Cortes  found  thmi, 
mild  and  friendly,  bad  made  encouraging  advances  towards  civilization.  Sioct 
then  they  have  been  trodden  tmder  the  heel  of  despotism.  The  French  usur- 
pation is  but  the  last  in  a  long  aeries  of  ontmges.  For  nearly  three  cenlnriea 
they  suffered  under  Spanish  viceregal  rule,  intensified  by  religions  bigotry,  ii 
odiond  a  government  as  the  world  ever  saw  ;  and  when  relieved  from  that  thej 
fell  into  the  hands  of  an  unscmpnloua  church,  with  vast  temporal  possesiaae— 
S300,000,000  of  real  estate,  including  haif  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  ecclesiulinl 
revenues  from  this  source  amonnted  to  $25,000,000  annoally,  amply  sufficient  io 
that  country  to  carry  on  war.and  employed  by  the  Mexican  church  throughonttbt 
last  thirty  years  for  thai  very  pnrpose  against  the  liberals  who  sought  to  throw  off 
BO  grievous  a  burden.  These  last  succeeded  in  that  attempt  only  in  1859,  under 
Juaree,  all  the  church  property  beyond  its  legitimate  means  of  support  beigg 
then  secularized — that  is,  diaposed  of  for  the  public  benefit. 

The  Mexicane  had  their  slavery  as  well  as  we ;  only  ours  was  secular,  tbeln 
ecclesiastical.  They,  like  us,  have  rid  themselves  of  it,  and  are  prepared,  u  we 
are,  to  enter  untramelled  on  a  new  career  of  progress.  Let  as  bid  them  Gud- 
spied.  Let  us  place  no  stumbling-block  in  their  way;  that  is  the  least  we  cm 
do  for  them. 

That  the  Mexican  republicans  will  ever  recognize,  or  that  we,  in  any  ^spe. 
shall  ever  assume  the  3:100,000,000  of  debt  incurred  by  France  and  by  Hiii- 
milian  in  an  iniqui'xtus  attempt  to  subvert  a  republic  and  erect  by  force  * 
monarchy  on  its  ruins,  is  incredible.  No  Mexican  congress  will  ever  ask  for 
such  assumption,  and  no  American  congress  will  ever  agree  to  it. 

A  FRIEND  TO  REPUBLICAN  MEXICa 

Nsw  ToRR,  November  17,  18G6. 


Mr.  Seward  lo  3fr.  Romero. 

DliPABTMBKT  OP  StATB, 

Washington,  December  17,  13C6. 
Sir  :  I  haVe  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  coumuniution  ^ 
the  8th  instant,  containing  a  copy  of  the  official  paper  of  your  government,  ^i- 
36,)  of  the  3d  of  November  last,  in  which  the  situation  of  Don  Luis  Qoouki 
Ortega  is  referred  to,  and  to  thank  you  for  ita  transmission. 

I  embrace  the  present  occasion,  sir,  to  reiterate  tu  you  expressions  of  my  WA 
diatinguiehed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seilor  Don  tL  Romero,  Ifc,  ^„  Ifc. 


DiqilizecoyGoOglC 
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Mr.  Stanton  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Wab  Depabtmbnt, 
WaMkington  City,  December  8,  lB(i5. 
Sir:  I  endoBe  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  received  thia  day  from  General 
Gnut,  traasmitting  a  protest  of  J.  G.  Ortega  against  his  arrcet,  and  expreeaing 
concur rence  in  the  remarks  thereon  of  Major  General  Sheridan,  hj  whom  the 
protest  was  forwarded. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  he>  bit,  your  obedient  eerrant, 

EDWIN  M".  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

SeeretaTy  of  Slate. 


[Enclosure  No.  t.] 

CONSTITUTIONAL  PfiBSIDBMT  OF  THB   MEXICAN  RBPUBLIC, 

Bkazos,  November  5,  1S66. 

Captain  :  At  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  I,  with  six  other  Mexican  citizens, 
embarked  on  board  of  the  United  States  steamer  St.  Mary.  The  following  are 
the  names  of  ihoae  sis  :  General  Epitacio  Heorta,  ex-governor  of  the  State  of 
Michuacan  ;  General  Fernando  M.  Ortega,  governor  and  military  commander  of 
the  State  of  Faebla;  Colonels  Juan  Togur  and  Joaqnin  S.Ortega,  Commander 
Carlos  Ortegif,  and  Captain  Guilcoga.  We  came  under  the  protection  of  the 
United  States  flag,  because  we  jonrneyed  in  the  waters  of  that  nation,  and  in  a 
steamer  that  raised  on  high  the  starry  pavilion.  We  came  under  the  safeguard 
and  goarantees  which  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  that  republic  grant  to  all 
strangers  who  tread  her  soil.  I  moreover  had  with  me  guarantees  aud  privileges, 
with  repeated  protests  in  official  documents  made  by  the  government  of  this 
nation,  not  to  intervene  in  the  internal  political  queations  of  Mexico,  which  to 
her  alone  belongs  the  right  of  salvation — gnaranteei  which  in  the  sense  tacitly 
granted  me  my  proper  political  character,  that  of  being  the  constitutional  Presi- 
dent of  Mexico,  which  title  I  have  Justly  obtained  by  a  precept  of  the  funda- 
mental law  of  the  country,  and  also  by  the  spontaneous  and  free  vote  of  its  people. 
It  is  not  ODt  of  place  for  me  to  tell  yon  here  that  the  press  of  the  United  States 
has  been  extensively  engaged  in  noting  thia,  and  that  I  have  canscd  to  be  pub- 
lished, in  English,  officialdocumentswhicb  throw  upon  this  question  all  ncce^snry 
light.  Therefore,  I  believe  no  authority  can  ignoro  the  political  and  military 
significance  which  I  have  in  all  local  and  foreign  qnestioas  of  my  country. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  this  place,  and  before  I  had  stepped  ashore,  you  presented 
yourself  in  the  presence  of  the  captain  of  the  steamer,  showing  me  an  order 
signed  by  General  Sheridan,  commander  of  the  department  of  the  Galf,  in  which 
you  are  ordered  to  arrest  me,  aud  those  persona  who  accompany  me,  without 
giving  any  reasons  for  thia  act,  (or  much  less  having  one,)  because  not  even 
apparently  have  1  broken  the  laws  of  neutrality  of  this  couutry.  What  if  I 
have  political  intention  which  I  think  of  putting  in  practice  in  Mexico  as  a  ful- 
filment of  my  duty,  and  to  save  my  country  from  anarchy  ;  this  is  not,  nor  can 
it  be  made,  a  just  reason  for  my  apprehension  in  a  conntry  who  has  protested 
agftinat  all  intervention  in  the  politics  of  others. 

Yon  complied  with  the  order  and  I  was  immediately  arrested.  I  yielded  to 
the  force  of  this  violent  act,  common  and  frequent  in  a  despotic  monarchy,  but 
unusual  in  a  republic  like  the  United  States.  C    iK^oll' 
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I  onlj  livitcd  myself  to  aakiog  a  copy  of  tlie  order,  lo  m  to  protest  agttiut 
this  act.     You  will  please  fiirniah  me  with  an  official  copy. 

YoD  offered  to  give  General  Sedgwick,  commander  of  the  frontier,  and  »t»- 
tioned  at  Brownsville,  immediate  information  of  tbis  act',  bo  as  to  abide  by  his 
instrnctions,  (for  you  were  bo  ordered,)  and  that  I  migbt  know  my  final  destioa- 
Uon.  In  tbe  copy  of  the  note  wbich  yon  bare  jnet  sent  me,  I  perceire  it  is 
ordered  that  we  shall  remain  in  prison  nntil  further  orders,  nnleaa  we  desire  to 
return  to  New  Orleans,  which  we  are  permitted  to  do,  retaining  on  the  same 
steamer.  Nothing  is  said  of  tbe  reason  or  motive  why  I  am  imprisoned.  It  it 
easy  to  conceive  that  a  political  reason  dictates  it,  to  impede  in  an  illegal  maniMr. 
and  against  all  right,  mv  entiy  into  Mexican  territory,  for  no  reason  that  I  eaa 
comprehend  now,  bnt-which  posterity  in  its  march  will  reveal.  I  do  not  believe 
the  people  of  tbe  United  States  or  the  government  of  that  great  nation  participale 
in  ins  act.     To  them  I  look  for  reparation. 

I  verbally  informed  yon  that  the  ConsUtntion  and  laws  of  tbe  United  Btitet 
bad  conceded  to  me  certain  individual  guarantees  which  this  violent  act  exercised 
against  my  person  hod  broken. 

I  asked  your  protection  in  the  name  of  these  laws,  as  yon  are  actnaDy  in 
eommand  of  the  American  forces.  Yon  answered  me,  that  as  a  soldier  job 
could  not  i  that  yon  must  obey  tbe  orders  given  von  by  your  superiors. 

I  told  yon  that,  as  the  legitimate  constitutional  President  of  tlie  Mexican  te- 

Sublic,  and  invested  by  that  nation  in  that  political  character,  my  arrest  sigai- 
ed  a  marked  partiality,  and  was  eqnivalent  to  a  piercing  of  those  official  com- 
promises which  the  United  States  had  contracted  for  political  and  eonTenieDt 
reasons,  not  to  intervene  in  tbe  internal  question  of  Mexico.  To  this  yon  gtre 
the  same  answer. 

Finally,  I  told  yon  that  it  was  another  act  of  violence  against  my  penon  to 
undertake  to  make  for  me  tbe  exclnsive  right  of  retumiog  to  New  Orleans. 

This  is  eqnivalent  to  obliging  me  to  remain  in  tbe  United  States  contrary  to 
my  will.  I  said  to  you,  also,  that  admitting  tbis  act  of  violence  by  whia  1 
was  made  a  prisoner  without  those  guarantees  and  liberties  allowed  by  law,  if  I 
returned  to  New  Orleans,  would  it  be  as  a  prisouer,  or  wonld  I  have  tbe  priv- 
ilege to  dispose  of  my  person  as  convenience  might  dictate  1 

Before  might,  I  had  at  la«t  (as  is  natural)  to  still  the  Toiceof  right  andisasMi. 
But  right  and  reason  are  the  great  powers  of  this  republic,  and  tiiey  aitoaaj 
side,  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  they  are  heanL  Now,  1  have  no  otbv 
means  left  me  but  the  offering  of  the  following  protest : 

Ist.  I  protest  against  tbe  violent  act  of  the  military  force  exercised  againit 
my  person,  appi  ebeuding  me  on  board  the  steamer  St.  Haiy,  and  keeping  me 
imprisoned  nutil  to-day,  without  any  reason  to  justify  this  violent  act,  tb^f 
disregarding  individual  guarantees  given  by  the  laws  of  this  country  to  for- 
eigners travelling  therein. 

Sd.  I  protest  in  the  name  of  the  Mexican  republic,  whose  powers  I  exercise 
as  President  thereof,  against  this  said  act,  because  it  imparts  an  indirect  intsifet- 
ence  by  the  armed  forces  of  tbe  United  States  in  the  solution  of  local  Mexicu 
questions. 

Notwithstanding  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the  generous  and  loyal  sympatkiu 
of  the  American  people  in  favor  of  the  Mexican  republic  and  the  advanciug  party 
of  that  nation,  and  notwithstanding,  also,  the  knowledge  I  have  that  this  pow- 
erful moral  aidcaBBavetheindependenceof  my  coantTT,BdlI,in  what  pertainito 
the  privileged  administration  of  its  affidrs,  I  do  not  think  tJie  American  people 
have  any  right  to  interfere. 

And  I  again  protesi,  as  President  of  Mexico,  against  all  acts  which  direcUy 
or  indirectly  tend  by  forcible  means  to  impose  npon  the  Mexican  people,  in  >h< 
character  of  government,  the  fiuttion  represented  by  Mr.  Benito  Joaiei.  who 
ceased  to  exercise  all  legitimate  power  over  that  nation  trom  the  day  tbe  politiol 
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constitation  of  the  country  bo  decreed,  and  tbat  coRBtitiition  baa  been  broken  by 
that  faction.  A  constitntion,  captain,  ia  the  Eocial  reaaoning  of  a  free  nation  ;  it 
is  the  act  by  which  the  people  show  their  volantary  aorereignty,  and  it  ia  the 
only  base  npon  vhich  a  republic  can  reet.  And  when  once  this  ceases  to  exist, 
then,  of  necessity,  come  cbaoa  and  anarchy. 

In  the  name  of  that  same  nation,  and  in  fnlfilment  of  my  dnty,  I  declare  ae 
treasonable  towards  the  Mexican  people  all  acta  which  nave  been  and  may 
be  exercised  by  Mr.  Benito  Juarez,  and  his  minister  at  Washington,  Mr.  Hatias 
Romero,  who  by  intrigne,  and  with  the  help  of  other  meatjs  equally  condemned, 
8Dd  by  foreign  aid  and  nsurped  power,  scoming  all  repablican  principles,  and 
impeding,  by  tbia,  my  entrance  into  Mexico  ;  although  tne  people  have  no  legiti- 
mate andionty  to  protect  them,  end  the  destmctiou  of  the.very  origin  of  ita  coa- 
BtitntJon  is  passed  as  a  necessity. 

What  a  conqueat .'  What  is  the  standard  of  that  peace  which  has  cost  that 
people  thouaanafl  of  victims  and  ten  years  of  a  bloody  and  continued  war } 

Yun  will  please,  captain,  forward  this  communication  to  whom  it  may  concent, 
and  accept  tne  aaanrances  of  our  personal  appreciation. 

Independence  and  constitutionl 

J.  G.  ORTEGA. 

Captain  John  Paulson. 

Poit  Commander,  PreiatC. 


[EDclamre  No.  9. — Indonnneat.] 

Hbadquartbrs  Dkparthbnt  op  thb  Gulf, 

AVtD  Orlean*,  Novtmbtr  30,  1866. 

On  or  abont  the  24tli  Jnne,  1866,  the  city  of  Matamoras  was  anrrendered  by 
the  imperialiate  to  the  forces  of  the  liberal  government  of  Mexico,  and  soon 
thereafter  the  city  of  Monterey  and  all  of  eastern  and  northern  Mexico.  Irf 
process  of  time  the  imperial  forces  were  driven  to  the  valley  of  Mexico  and  the  line 
connecting  the  .city  of  Mexico  and  Vera  Cmz,  and  it  became  reasonable  to 
soppose  that  the  imperial  government  would  be  driven  out  of  the  country.  The 
acknowledged  head  of  the  liberal  government  of  Mexico  during  all  theae  im- 
|>ortant  events  was  President  Juarez,  and  it  is  well  known  that  General  Ortega 
fled  bis  country  and  took  no  port  in  bringing  about  these  events,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  he,  while  in  a  foreign  country,  did  as  much  as  he  could  to  counteract 
tbem  by  creating  political  diviaions,  and  by  the  publication  of  real  or  pretended 
rigbts,  as  constitutional  President  of  Mexico. 

So  &tr  as  this  went  it  did  not  interfere  with  my  command,  and  there  was  no 
violation  of  our  neutrality  laws  ;  but  this  did  not  satisfy  General  Ortega  or  bis 
schemers,  but  an  appeal  to  arms  must  be  msde  to  enforce  hta  claims,  ana  coftibi- 
nationa  were  form^  in  New  York  and  Brownsville  within  the  United  States 
for  an  armed  asaertlou  of  hia  claims  at  the  expense  of  a  violatien  of  oar  neatrality 
laws. 

To  coanteract  these  machinations,  and  to  prevent  our  neutrality  laws,  from 
being  violated,  my  letter  of  October  33  to  General  Sedgwick  was  written  and 
a  copy  of  it  placed  in  the  hands  of  General  Ortega,  in  tlie  city  of  New  Orleans. 
Not  heeding  this,  but  under  the  belief  that  we  gave  directions  in  our  coaatry 
for  buncombe,  General  Ortega  was  about  to  cross  the  line  of  onr  frontier,  and 
was  arrested  on  the  same  principle  that  the  Fenians  were  arrested  in  attempting 
to  violate  our  laws  by  the  invaflion  of  Canada. 

Since  the  termination  of  the  rebellion,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
suffered  in  trade,  from  the  disturbed  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Bio  Grande  line, 
abont  twelve  million  of  dollars  yearly — first  by  imperialiam ;  then  by  the  bos- 
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tility  of  foreign  merchantE  in  Mstamoras,  who  set  np  such  men  as  Gaiudet  tnd 
Ortega,  gnpporting  ihem  aod  reimburBiug  themeelvee  hj  poeeing  goodi  oat 
from  the  city  free,  or  nearly  free,  of  dutr. 

P.  H.  SUEBIDAN, 

Major  Oaura!. 

Beepectfully  forwarded  foe  the  information  of  the  General-in-cbief. 


espectfully 
sea  by  Gen 


HBADaCARTBBS  UNtTBD  SrATEfi  AkMY, 

Deeemher  8,  186C 


General  SUendan  in  liia  indorsement  hereon. 

U.  S.  GEANT,  GawraJ. 


[EudomreKo.  3.] 

Telegram  of  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant. 

Office  U.  S.  Military  Teleoeaph,  War  Departme>t, 

Wathingtm,  D.  C,  November  27,  1866. 
[Time,  4.30  p.  m.— From  New  OrleauK,  Ln.,  If OTember  27.  1666.] 
Sir  :  I  am  jiiat  in  receipt  of  news  from  BiownsTille,  and  fear  that  Geoenl 
Sedgwick,  commanding  the  sub-distiict  of  the  Kio  Grande,  will,  for  some  tmae- 
countable  and  nnjastifiabie  reason,  demand  of  Cauales  the  Borrender  of  the  Iowa 
of  Matamoraa,  on  the  plea  of  preventing  the  pillage  of  houses  of  Am«ncant,  kx. 
I'be  situation  there  ib  this  :  General  Escobedo  is  in  front  of  the  city  wilh 
about  three  thonsand  five  hundred  men,  and  Ganalea  offered  to  surrender  if  ibe 
liberal  government  would  pay  the  merchants  who  have  been  supporting  him  b 
his  illegal  and  infamoua  acts.  ThiB  Escobedo  would  not  agree  to.  I  rerj 
much  fear  that  theee  very  merchanta  have  iu  some  way  gotten  aroond  Sedg- 
wick, end  have  prompted  him  to  this  action  which  he  contemplates.  I  luTe 
heretofore  notified  you  that  these  very  mercbenta  were  at  the  bottom  of  all  troa- 
bles  over  there.  There  is  perfect  banoooy  between  Sedgwick  and  Escobedo, 
and  no  objections  are  made  to  thu  contemplated  act  of  General  Sedgiriek. 
Should  General  Sedgwick  act  as  I  baveeomereaeon  toezpect,  I  will  at  once  die- 
approve  uf  his  action  and  relieve  him  from  his  command.  I  have  telegrapbed  tt 
General  Sedgwick  diaapproving  his  contemplated  act,  or  any  action  he  siay 
have  taken  in  view  of  it. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  U.  SHERIDAN, 
Major  General  U.  S.  Arm). 
General  U.  S.  Gra\T,  Commanding  Army. 

[Encloture  Ko.  4. — Indonemenl  on  the  above.] 

Headuuabtbbs  Uxitbd  States  Army, 

Noeemher  30,  I860. 

Bespectfully  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  information. 

U.  8.  GBANT,  General 
(Received  3.20  p.  m.,  November  30, 1866.) 

ReBpectfhlly  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

E.  M.  STANTON. 

Secreltayof  JFar. 
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[EnclMnrB  No.  &.] 
Major  General  Sieridan  to  Brevet  Major  General  RavHim. 

H&ADdUABTBRS  DbPARTMBNT  OP  THlt   GULF, 

Nev>  Orleant,  La.,  December  II,  1866. 


I  arrived  nt  Browneville  at  4  o'clock  on  the  tnorniDg  of  the  Ctli  instant,  and 
found  that  on  the  S4th  of  November  General  Sedgwidc.  commandiug  the  E>nb- 
diatrtet  of  tlie  Rio  Grande,  bad  demanded  and  rei^eived  the  surrender  of  the 
cit7  of  Matamorafl  from  Ganalee,  who  arbitrarily  held  poBBeeeion  of  the  city 
a^nEt  the  legitimate  anthority  of  hia  gnvemment ;  that,  on  the  30th  ultimo. 
the  few  United  States  troops  (about  fifty)  holding  the  city  had  been  withdrawn, 
ill  obedience  to  instructions  sent  by  me,  dieapproving  tha  act  of  occupation  or 
any  action  arieine  from  it. 

The  motives  which  influenced  Brevet  Biigadier  General  Sedgwick  in  this  act 
■re  unknown  to  me  ;  but  the  alleged  one,  of  protecting  American  citizens  and 
their  property,  was  in  violation  of  a  decision  made  hy  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  State  on  this  subject,  which  decbion  is  on  file  in  his  office. 

The  case  presents  itself  to  my  mind  in  this  way:  After  the  surrender  of 
Hatamoras  to  General  Carvajal,  the  merchants  of  T^atamoras,  mo^t  of  them 
foreign-bom,  and  some  claiming  American  citizenship,  but  ultra  Maximilian  ad- 
herents, and  blockade-ninnerB  during  the  rebellion,  indnced  Canales  (a  nnted 
character)  to  pronounce  against  the  authority  of  the  liberal  government.  Tbey 
had  two  objects  in  this  :  first,  to  help  the  imperial  cause,  by  creating  as  much 
diasension  as  possible  among  the  liberal  leaders;  second,  that  they  might  pass 
ODt  goods  from  the  city,  free  of  duty,  or  nearly  so. 

This  worked  well  for  them,  and  goods  said  U>  amount  to  a  large  sum  of 
money  were  so  moved  ont. 

This  condition  of  affairs  contiuaed  until  General  Escobedo,  in  command  of 
the  liberal  forces,  advanc(;d  troops  against  Matamores  for  its  recapture.  Pend- 
ing this  event,  Ortega  was  sent  for,  and  as  Canales  wai^  a  usurper,  it  was  ne- 
ceesafy  to  support  him  by  a  more  noted  character  like  Ortega.  But  Ortega  hav- 
ing been  arrested  at  Brazos  Santiago,  and  Eacobedo  having  kid  aiege  to  the 
city,  these  merchante  were  obliged  to  change  their  plana.  They  then  pinposed 
that  Canales  should  surrender  the  city  to  Escobedo,  if  Eacobedo  would  agree 
to  pay  them  the  money  given  or  said  to  have  beeu  given  to  Canales,  the  amount 
being  some  (8600,000)  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  This  Escobedo  refused, 
and  fearing  that  they  would  lose  their  claim  and  perhaps  their  property,  if  the 
city  was  taken,  tbey  brought  their  influence  to  bear  on  Brevet  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Sedgwick.         *         *         «         This  is  the  point  of  the  whole  alTair. 

The  occapation  of  the  city  was  a  mere  matter  of  form,  and  bad  the  consent 
of  General  Escobedo,  who  made  no  objections,  and  since  the  city  passed  into 
bis  hands  has  called  on  General  Sedgwick  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  and 
asked  me  to  forgive  his  action. 


I  am,  genera],  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major  General  C.  S.  Army. 
Brevet  Major  General  J.  A.  Rawltns, 

Chief  of  Staf,  Waskington.  D.  C. 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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'  rin^oriemenlB  on  the  abore.] 

Hbadciuarters  U.  8.  A.,  December  18,  18G6. 
BeBpectfuIlv  forwarded  to  the  Secretory  of  War  for  bis  informstioD. 
JNO.  A.  RAWLINS, 
Brevet  Major  General,  Chief  of  Stag, 
( l»  abtenee  of  Oenend  Qrmd.) 

War  Dbpahtmbnt,  Decemlier  18,  1866. 
CnpT  respectfully  transmitted  to  the  Lonoiable  the  Secretarj  of  Stale,  for 
hia  iDfonnatioQ. 


[Eaclomre  No.  G.— From  the  Rio  Gmnde  Conner,  BrowDarille,  December  7,  I6G6  ] 
THB  OCCUPA.NCV   OF   MATAHOItAS. 

From  the  despatches  which  appear  in  the  northern  papers,  via  LoiiiBTille. 
conpled  with  the  arrival  of  General  Sheridan  at  this  point,  it  wonld  seem  wdl 
settled  that  Colonel  Thomas  D.  Sedgwick  either  has  Deeu  or  immediately  will 
be  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  eub-dietrict  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

While  the  primary  cause  of  this  ie,  no  doubt,  the  disaatisfaction  felt  by  higb 
authority  on  account  of  fais  course  in  the  late  occupancy  of  Matamonts,  jelil 
is  more  than  probable  that  some  change  would,  in  any  case,  hare  occtirmit 
an  early  date. 

While  we  know  of  up  earthly  reason  for  reflecting  upon  the  good  iDtenlioot 
of  Colonel  Sedgwick,  yet  it  has  been  well  nnderetood  that  the  delicate  positioii 
of  affairs  here  requires  a  man  of  enlarged  experience,  both  in  military  and  einl 
matters.  Colonel  Sedgwick  came  to  the  command  by  Tirtne  of  his  Beoion^ 
of  rank  solely,  and  without  regard  to  fitness  or  qualification.  He  did  not  wek 
the  place.  Indeed,  without  claiming  to  speak  by  authority,  we  think  weciB 
Fafely  say  that  he  accepted  it  only  becanae  his  official  duty  did  not  allow  him 
to  decline  it. 

It  has  eo  happened  that  the  difficulties  over  the  river,  and  the  machinatioiu 
upon  this  side,  have  been  far  greater  and  more  numerous  than  ueoal  duriDg  bu 
administration,  making  his  duties  the  more  intricate  and  ordnotu. 

It  is  impossible  for  either  the  anthorities  at  New  Orleans  or  at  Washingbm 
to  lay  down  a  course  of  conduct  to  be  followed  in  every  case  which  may  sne. 
All  they  can  do  is  to  mark  out  a  geneml  line  of  policy,  leaving  to  the  good 
sense  and  judgment  of  the  conimander  here  to  attend  to  the  details.  To  do 
this  is  ofttimes  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  task. 

The  interests  upon  the  other  side  of  the  Eio  Grande  are  so  often  complicated, 
the  leaders  so  numerous,  their  profeesiona  so  persistent,  and  their  skill  at  diplo- 
macy so  great,  backed  up  as  they  are  by  any  number  of  shrewd,  intellignt 
lawyers,  that  he  is  indeed  a  man  of  unusual  intelligence  who  can  cope  *itb 
theniL  and  for  this  reason  we  say,  as  we  have  before  said,  ibat  there  is  no  plan 
upon  the  continent  where  a  commanding  officer  of  great  capacity  and  fiimntst 
is  more  required. 

In  the  late  fiasco — for  such  it  was— Colonel  Sedgwick  has  been  simply  out- 
witted by  a  combination  of  military  and  civil  influences,  the  latter  mostly  ot 
American  nationality. 

The  foreign  merchants  and  capitalists  of  Uatamoras,  who  have  been  com- 
pelled to  advance  money  to  Canales,  were  naturally  enough  anxious  for  its  re- 
turn. Eecobedo,  in  all  attempts  which  were  made  at  negotiations,  persistratlj 
refused  to  recognize  Ganales's  engagements.  These  merchants  were  eonw- 
quently  opposed  to  any  snrreuder  of  tbe  city  which  would  involve  the  lost  w 
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Ibe  iDone;  advaaced  by  them.  Hnny  of  tTiem  were  Americane,  and  in  tbesfl 
matters  had  the  ear  of  the  commanding  officer.  In  their  advice  and  represent- 
ationa  they  were  of  coaree  influenced  by  their  interests.  They  were  also  in 
the  confidence  of  Canalea.  for,  in  the  matter  pending,  their  interests  lay  with 
bim.  With  these  and  with  Gannjes,  who  professedly  recognised  Juarez  as 
President,  Colonel  Sedgwick  bad  to  deal ;  every  question  which  might  at  the 
same  time  arise,  the  more  complicated  by  the  presence  of  an  army,  nnder  tbe 
command  of  the  recognized  representative  of  Jnarea,  besieging  tbe  city,  for 
whose  success  General  Sedgwick  was  at  all  times  anxious.  The  result  was  a 
blunder,  which,  in  its  praciical  reeulls,  was  in  this  instance  "worse  than  a 
crime."  Tbe  object  desired,  viz.,  the  advancement  of  Escobedo's  interest,  was 
not  obtained,  but  rather  the  contrary,  as  the  presence  of  the  American  force,  in 
the  attack  which  followed,  contributed  very  greatly  to  the  success  of  Canatee. 
Nor,  as  it  seems,  were  the  wishes  of  tbe  government  carried  ont,  as  in  render- 
ing aaaifltance  to  Juarez  his  instractions  did  not  warrant  tbe  occupancy  of 
American  (Mexican)  territory.  The  result  was  Colonel  Sedgwick's  removal. 
Though  not  as  generally  well  known  as  bis  predecessors,  socmlly  he  has  been 
papular  with  our  citizens,  and  aside  from  his  official  duties,  bis  departure  irom 
among  ns,  should  this  be  involved,  will  be  regretted.  In  commenting  upon  his 
coarse  in  the  late  affair,  this  journal  has  felt  compelled  to  cri^cise  it  with  some 
severity.  The  result  has  shown  that  we  were  correct.  In  doing  so,  we  have 
been  actuated  by  no  unkind  feelings  to  Colonel  Sedgwick,  but  have  acted  solely 
for  the  honor  and  interest  of  tbe  American  name. 


1V«.  ». 

CUSTOM-HOUSE  DUTIES  AT  iCAPULCO. 
Li*t  of  paper*. 

137.  Mr.  Romero  to  Hr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure) Uay    3,1866. 

133.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Eomero July    6,1866. 

139.  Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  two  enclosures) Oct.     8,1866. 

HO.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero Oct.  IS,  1866. 


SeHor  Stmuro  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Traoslaiion.] 
Mexican  Lbgation  op  the  Unitbd  States  of  Ahbbica, 

WtuhingUm,  May  3,  1806. 
Mr.  Sbcbbtaky  !  Referring  to  my  note  of  the  24th  of  Febmaiy  lost  to  your 
department,  relative  to  certain  dntiea  collected  in  Acapnlco  by  the  governor  of 
the  State  of  Guerrero,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  yon  the  copy  of  a  commnnica- 
tion  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  minister  of  foreign  relations  of 
tbe  Mexican  republic,  dated  at  Paso  del  Norte  tbe  3l8t  of  March  following,  and 
numbered  180,  explaining  why  that  business  has  not  yet  been  dedded  upon  by 
tbe  Mexican  government. 

I  accept  wo  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  tbe  asanranceB 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMEEOl 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwahd,  Ifc  Ije.,  Ifc.  r..:        ,  ddOj^lc 
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[EDcloanro  No.  1.] 
No.  180.]  Dsp't  of  Foreign  Relations  and  Govkrnmgnt, 

Pato  del  Norle,  March  31,  1866. 

I  bave  received  your  note  No.  88  of  the  7th  of  Februaiy  last,  vith  a  cApj  of 
Mr,  Seward'B  to  you  on  the  same  day,  in  regard  to  the  cuatom-liouM  duties 
ordered  to  be  collected  from  certain  American  citizene  ia  Acapulcn  by  the  gor- 
emor  of  the  State  of  Guerrero. 

In  Tonr  note  of  the  S4th  of  the  same  month.  No.  133,  jon  said  yon  had  re- 
ceived mine  of  the  22d  of  Jannary,  No.  22,  in  which  I  told  yon  whnt  the  mta- 
iater  of  tiacienda  bad  communicated  on  the  subject,  a  copy  of  which  you  trane- 
mitted  to  Mr.  Seward. 

I  now  Bend  a  copy  of  your  note  No.  88,  with  Mr.  Seward's  to  yon  on  the 
7th  of  February,  to  the  minieter  of  hacienda,  ae  it  ie  his  duty  to  decide  tbe 
affair,  which  hae  not  been  aettlpd  for  want  of  the  proper  information  from  tbe 
governor  of  Guerrero,  and  which  could  not  be  had  on  account  of  the  distance 
and  the  ineecurity  of  the  roads. 

Accept  my  attentive  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 

Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Eneoy  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotettliary  of  tkt  Mexican  RfpuMk. 

Washington,  May  3,  1866. 
A  true  copy ; 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Sfcretary. 


Mr.  Seward  Co  SeMor  Romero. 

Defartmbnt  op  State, 

Wathington.  Jnly  6,  IS66. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  3d  of  May  last,  containing  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Mr.  Lerdo  de  Te- 
jada,  explanatory  of  tbe  dilatoriness  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  gnvemmeDt  in 
attending  to  tbe  matter  conceroing  certaia  datiea  collected  in  Acapulco  by  lii« 
governor  of  the  State  of  Guerrero. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  tbe  asannuices  of  my  distinguieW 
consideration, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seoor  Don  M.  Romero,  tfc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


No.  139. 
SeHor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[TruielalioD.] 
Mexican  Legation  to  the  United  States  of  America, 

Wathington,  October  8,  1S66. 
Mr.  Secrstaev  :  Referring  to  tbe  note  which  I  addressed  to  yoor  departmeot 
on  the  3d  of  May  lost,  relating  to  certain  duties  collected  at  Acapnlco  from  citi- 
zens of  tbe  United  States  by  General  Don  Diego  Alvarez,  governor  of  the  Stale 
of  Guerrero,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  remit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  note  from  Mr. 
Lerdo  de  Tejada,  miniater  for  forcigu  relations  of  the  Mexican  republic,  diitetl 
at  Chihuahua,  the  6th  September  last,  marked  No.  428,  with  which  a  copy  was 
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ecnt  me  of  a  commiiDication  from  the  miniBter  of  fioance  and  public  credit  of  tlie 
eame  date,  transcribing  a  despatcb  from  Gleneral  Alvarez,  dated  the  let  June 
last,  in  which  he  expresses  the  reasons  for  which  he  thinks  it  necessary  to  re- 
serve, antil  the  port  of  Acapnlco  may  be  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  the  report  le- 
tjaired  from  bim  on  that  incident. 

1  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Kr.  Secretary,  the  as 
snnnces  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  fy:.,  t/e.,  ^. 

[Enclosnra  Ko.  I. — TrBoslaUon.] 
No,  488.]  D8PARTMB?iT  OF  FOBItlQ\  RELATIONS  AND  GoVBRNMBNT, 

Chihuahua,  September  6,  1866. 
I  reoA  yon  a  copy  annexed  of  a  commtmication  from  the  minister  of  finance 
of  tbis  date,  in  which  he  tranecribes  that  which  was  addressed  to  him  on  the 
Ist  June  by  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Guerrero,  setting  before  him  the  rea- 
sons why  he  thought  it  necessary  to  reserve,  antil  the  port  of  Acapulco  was  un- 
occnpiedbytheenemy,  the  report  called  for  from  bim  respecting  the  exaction  from 
some  American  citizens  of  payment  of  duties  of  customs  which  they  had  already 
paid  to  the  Trench  commanders  during  their  anterior  stay  at  that  port. 

Please  give  account  of  this  communication  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Seward  ;  iu  it  the 
circnmstauces  are  indicated  which  delayed  the  information  sought  for. 
I  express  to  you  my  most  reapectful  consideration. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  Matias  Rombbo, 

Envoy  Extraordmarif  and  Minuter  of  the  Mexican  Rtpuhlic. 

Wajjhinoton,  OctobtrQ,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARIgCAL,  Secretary. 

LUnciosure  No.  3.— Translation.] 
DePARTMBNT  dp  FiNA.'VCB  and  PtTBLIC  Crbdit, 

Chihuahua,  September  6,  18C6. 
The  governor  and  military  commander  of  the  State  of  Guerrero  says  to  me. 
nnder  date  of  Ist  Jnne  last,  as  I  copy: 

"  Yonr  despatch  of  lltb  April  is  received,  in  which  yon  request  this  govern- 
ment to  report  what  was  the  cause  of  deciding  that  some  American  citizens 
should  pay  again  the  duties  they  had  already  satisfied  with  the  French  antbori- 
ties  during  their  stay  in  Acapnlco.  I  have  the  honor  to  say,  in  reply,  that  as 
sooD  as  that  port  may  be  left  unoccupied  by  the  enemy,  I  will  send  the  re- 
port in  question,  because  it  is  not  proper  to  the  public  service  to  send  it  now, 
becanse  there  is  no  security  that  the  correspondence  may  reach  the  point  in- 
tended, as  perhaps  it  would  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  which  I  think  it  pru- 
dent to  avoid  because  there  is  in  question  a  matter  which  may  commit  persons 
who  are  living  there,  which  I  transcribe  to  you  for  your  information, 

IGLESIAS. 

The  UlKISTBR  OF  FOBBION  RELATIONS. 

A  tnte  copy : 

JUAN  VALDEZ, 

Principal  Officer. 
WASHrsOTON.  October  8,  1866. 


IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secreta^o\iz 
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LeoACtON  MeXICANA  BK  LOS  E.  UnIDOS  DB  AMSilCA, 

WtuiingUtn,  8  dt  OctiAre  tU  1866. 

Sefior  Srcbetario  ;  Refiriendome  i  la  noU  que  deriji  i,  ese  departanaito  d 
3  de  Mayo  ultimo,  relativamente  4  ceirbia  derecfaoa  cobrados  en  Aeapnlco  ■ 
cindadanoB  de  loa  Eatadoa  Unidoe  poi  el  General  Don  Diego  AWarez,  goberni- 
dor  del  Estado  de  Guerrero,  tengo  ahont  la  faoDra  de  reroitit  4  V.  copia  de  nu 
nota  del  Sr.  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  mioistro  de  relacionea  exterioroQ  de  la  republka 
Uexicnna,  fechada  en  Chibaabua  el  G  de  Setiembre  proximo  paaado  j  maradi 
numero  438,  con  la  qae  ee  me  envia  copia  de  una  comanicacion  del  miDMinio 
de  hacienda  j  cHdcto  piiblico,  de  la  miBma  fecha  transcribiendo  no  ofido  dd 
General  Alvarez  fecbado  el  l"  de  Jnoio  ultimo,  en  qae  e»preaa  loe  motirot  par 
que  cree  □ecexario  reservar  para  cnando  el  pnerto  de  Acapnlco  eea  evacoado  p«r 
el  enemigo,  el  informe  que  m  le  pidio  Bobre  aquel  incidente- 

Aprorecbe  guatoso  eeta  oport.unidad  para  renovari  V,  SeBor  Secretario,  1m 
segaridado  de  mi  mas  dietinguida  consideracion. 

M.  SOHSBO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  Ifc.,  Ife.,  Ifo. 


No.  1. 

Numero  42S.]    Himstbrio  db  Bblacionbs  Extbriobbs  y  Gobbk.iactoii, 
Chiknakua,  Setitmbre  6  de  1866. 
Envio  4  V.  copia  anexa  de  ana  comiinicacion  del  miniatro  de  bacienda,  fecli 
de  bfly,  ea  que  me  tranBcribe  la  que  le  derijio  en  1°  de  Junio  et  gobemadordd 
Estado  de  Guerrero,  manifestandolo  los  raotivos  por  que  creia  neceeario  teHitir 
basta  que  el  poerto  de  Acapnlco  luere  desocnpaao  por  el  enemigo,  el  infbnie 


le  pidio,  respecto  de  bubiese  ezijido  a  unoe  ciiidadanoa  Americano*  au 
pngaren  Iob  derecboa  aduanales  que  habian  eatiafecbo  &.  loa  gefea  Fiaaeeres  oo- 
rante  sn  anterior  permanencia  en  aquel  pnerto. 

Fiiede  V.  ^errirae  dar  conocimento  al  Hon.  Ur.  Seward  de  eaa  comantatdra, 
en  que  Be  indican  las  circnnatanciaa  qne  baeen  relardar  el  informe  pedido. 
ProteBto  k  V.  mi  muy  ateoU  consideracion, 

LERDO  DE  TBJASA. 
C  Hatias  Bombro, 

Eneiado  Extraordtnario  y  Minutro  de  la  Repubiiea  Mtmcatta. 

Washinutom,  Oct,  8  de  1866. 
Ea  copia  : 

IGNO.  UARISCAL,  SferOarie. 


No.  2. 

UiNiSTBRio  DB  Hacie.nda  V  Credito  FCsLtro, 

CkihuaAna,  Setiembre  6  de  1866. 

EI  gobemador  7  comandante  militar  del  Estado  deGnwrero,  me  dice  eonftcb 
l"  de  Jnnio  tiltimo  lo  que  copio  : 

"Becibido  bay  el  oficio  de  V.  de  11  de  Abril  Ultimo,  en  que  pide  i  esleg»- 
faiemo  iaforme  lo  que  baya  ocurrido  acerca  de  baber  determinado  que  psgwcn 
algnnoa  ciudadanos  Americanoa  las  derecboa  qne  babian  satjefecbo  iL  tas  anion- 
dadea  Fraaceeaa,  durante  an  permanencia  en  Acapnlco  ;  tengo  el  bonor  de  detir 
&  V.  en  reapuestar  que  luego  que  el  referido  pnerto  aea  deaocnpado  por  el  eneiniga. 
le  remttir^  el  informe  de  qne  ae  trata,  por  ser  inconTenicnte  «I  servicio  de  la  caul 
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naciona]  Terificarlo  hoy,  en  razon  de  qne  no  habieado  tegnridad  de  qne  paee 
1a  coreipondencia  por  el  esprerado  pnerto,  ee  eepondria  ;l  caer  en  manos  del  eue> 
mtgo,  lo  cual  creo  pmdente  evitar  por  trataree  en  ella  de  nil  negocio  en  que  ae 
eoinproioetea  peisonas  de  las  qne  reeideu  allf." 
Lo  que  traoacribo  d  V.  para  sa  conociiniento. 

IGLESIA8. 
A1  G  MiMiSTRO  DB  Rblacionus  Extrbiorks. 
Eb  copia : 

JUAN  VALDEZ,  Ofictal  l". 

WASHlNaTun,  Oct.  8  de  186ti. 
Ea  copia : 

IGNO.  MARI8CAL. 


Mr.  Seward  to  SeMor  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

WatAinglmi,  October  12,  1866. 

StB :  I  bave  tbe  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  ronr  commnnication  of 
the  Stb  ioBtaaU  containing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  minister  of  foreign  aSairs 
to  yaa,  and  of  one  from  the  depailmcot  of  finance  and  public  credit  of  Mexico 
to  tbe  minister  for  fureig^  affairs,  in  which  tbe  reason  for  delaying  an  answer  to 
tbe  complaint  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States,  that  dnties  bad  beea 
illegally  collected  from  them  at  Acapulco,  is  stated  to  be  tbe  present  occnpation 
of  that  city  by  the  enemies  of  Mexico. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  cause  has  intervened  to  prevent  an  explanation  of 
tbis  matter.  Under  tbe  ci reams taacesi  however,  the  government  of  the  United 
States  is  disposed  to  wait  until  tbe  cause  assigned  sball  bave  paaaed,  in  tbe  hope 
that  any  adaitional  delay  will  be  avoided. 

I  avail  myself  of  tliis  opportunity  t  >  renew  to  you  the  assnrsnceB  of  my  most 
dlBtiDgnished  coneideratioo. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

SeDor  Don  U.  Rombro,  Ifc.,  l^c,  ifc. 


No.  lO. 

CASE  OF  SCHOOKEB  SOLEDAD  COa 
Litt  of  papera. 

141.  Hr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero,  (with  one  encloBore) April  17,  1866. 

142.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward April  17,  1S66. 


No.  141. 
ilr.  Seward  lo  Seikor  Romero. 

Dbpastmknt  of  State, 

Wathingtott,  April  17,  lS€fi. 
Sir  ;  Referring  to  your  commnnlcation  of  the  13tb  of  Ociober.  1866,  relative 
to  the  diBpoeition  made  of  tbe  schooner  Soledad  Cos,  previooely  known  as  the 
Anna  Taylor,  and  to  my  reply  thereto  of  March  13,  1866,  I  have  now  the 
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honor  to  tranBmIt  for  your  infonnation  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  the  lionor&ble  ihe 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  the  IGth  instant,  from  which  it  appears  thM  tbe 
vessel  rtferred  to  was  condemned  aa  a  good  prize  by  the  prize  court  at  New 
York,  and  that  the  proceeds  have  bcea  di^tribiited  among  the  captors. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  yoa,  sir,  the  a«snrances  of  my  very 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Seizor  Uatiab  Rombbo,  ifc.,  Ife.,  tfc., 

Washatgion,  D.  C. 


[Enclotnre.] 
Mr.  WeUet  to  Mr.  Seumrd. 

Navy  Dbpastmb.nt, 

WaiKinglmt,  April  16,  1S66. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tbe  5ili 
instant,  transmitting  papers  in  the  case  of  the  schooner  Soledad  Cos,  and  to 
state, iu  reply  to  your  inquiry,  that  the  vessel  referred  to  was  condemned  *3) 
good  prixe  by  the  prize  court  at  New  York,  and  that  the  proceedi>  have  beeu 
<liBtri Luted  among  the  captors. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  WELLES,_ 
S'ecretartf  of  the  Aorjf. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No,  142. 

Senior  Romero  to  Mr.  Setnu-d. 

[Tmulatian.  ] 

Mexican  Legation  to  thb  Unitsd  Statks  op  A.tiBRicA. 

WasiinnlOH,  April  17,  iSCfl. 
Mr.  Sbcbbtary  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  nnrc 
of  this  date,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  IJth  of  October  last,  relnting  to  the  Ueii- 
can  Bchoouer  "  Soledad  Goe,"  enclosing  me  a  copy  cf  acommanication  from  ibe 
Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  to  your  department,  from  which  it  appeare  that  the  uiJ 
schooner  was  declarea  to  be  a  lawful  priae  by  the  New  York  priae  conit.  and 
the  proceeds  of  its  sale  distributed  among  its  captors. 

I  send  a  copy  of  your  note,  with  the  accompanying  document,  to  my  govern- 
menti  this  day,  that,  in  view  of  them,  it  may  determine  what  is  proper. 

I  embrace  tbe  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  aj 
most  distinguished  consideratian. 

H.  ROHERO. 
Hon.  W1LLIA.H  H.  Seward,  l^.,  4r.,  ^. 


SEAT  OF  TBE  MEXICAN  GOVERNMENT. 
Xiut  of  paper*. 

143.  Mr.  Bomeio  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  three  enclosQrea) August    6, 1S66. 

144.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero August  16,  IS^C 


CONDITIOiT  OF    AFFAIBS  IS  UEXICO. 


SeXor  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Traiulation.] 
Mbxican  Lbqation  in  the  United  Statss  of  America, 

Wathingfon,  Augutt  6,  1866. 

Mr.  Secbetahy  :  I  bave  the  honor  lo  Ben3  to  you,  for  the  infoi-malion  of  the 
gorerninent  of  the  United  Statea,  a  copy  of  the  supplement  to  No,  19  of  tht> 
ofBcial  paper  of  the  Mexican  government,  pubUahed  in  Chihuahua  the  SOth  of 
June  last,  containing  a  circular  from  Mr.  I/srdo  de  Tej'ada,  minister  of  foreign 
relations  of  the  republic,  dated  the  17th  of  that  month,  communicating  the  in- 
telligence that  the  constitutional  Presidi'ut  of  the  republic  left  the  town  of  Faao 
del  Norte  on  the  10th,  with  his  cabinet,  and  arrived  in  Chihuaboa  on  the  17th, 
where  be  was  received  by  the  inhabitants  with  demonstrations  of  the  most  sin- 
cere eothosiasm.  The  chief  magistrate  also  met  the  same  welcome  in  all  the 
tuimp  OQ  the  waj. 

I  also  enclose  a  note  from  Mr  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  addressed  to  me  on  the  ISth 
of  Jaue,  and  containing  a  copy  of  the  circnlar. 

It  is  seen  from  the  above  circular  that  the  Stitte  of  Chihuahua  is  entirely  free 
from  the  presence  of  the  French  invaders  ;  and  in  it  the  assurances  are  renewed 
that  the  President  will  continue  his  efforts,  as  he  has  hitherto  done,  to  comply 
with  bis  duties  in  supporting  the  cause  of  independence  and  the  inBtitutions  of 
the  republic,  until  it  shall  have  attained  a  complete  success. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  opportanity  to  reuew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  as- 
surances of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMEBO. 

Hon.  William  H,  Sbward,  <tc.,  rfc,  Ac. 


[EnclMDie  No.  1.] 
No.  271.]      Department  of  Forbiqk  Bblatio.vs  and  Govbrnms^t, 

Ckikuahwi,  JvJie  18,  186C. 
I  send  yon  for  your  information  copies  of  the  circular  I  have  addressed  to  the 
State  governors,  informing  them  that  the  President  arrived  in  this  city  yester- 
day, where  he  returns  to  fix  the  seat  of  the  natioual  government  for  the  time 
being. 

I  protest  to  you  my  attentive  consideraljon. 

LERDO  DE  TEJADA. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero,  Envoy  Extraorrfinary  and 

Minuter  of  tie  Mexican  Repuhlic  in  IVasAington. 

Waskinqton,  Avgtul  6,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

F.  D.  MAOIN, 
Second  Secretary  of  the  Legation. 

[Eucloauro  No.  3.1 

Department  of  State, 

CAihuahua,  TuCMday.  July  17,  1866. 

The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  left  £1  Paso  on  the  10th  instant,  and 

arrived  to-day  in  this  city,  where  be  comes  to  establish  fbr  the  present  the  resi 

deuce  of  the  national  government.     As  the  State  is  now  free  from  the  invading 

foreign  and  traitor  forces,  the  citizens  of  Ohihuahua,  always  moved  by  their 
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patriotism,  have  taken  still  more  paiue  tban  even  on  former  occastooi  to  mike 
tlic  greatest  and  most  eulliusiastic  demoDStratioa  of  their  nsrpect  and  regard  for 
tbe  chief  uiRgi^trate  of  the  nation.  When,  ou  other  occaaioas,  this  deptrtmect 
as  annonnced  the  change  of  residence  of  the  national  govemmcnt,  camed  bj 
tbe  exigencies  of  tbe  war,  it  bas  been  stated,  and  it  is,  tberefar«,  annecesurj 
to  repeat  it  now,  that  wherever  thePresideot  may  be,  and  ttnderany  circnmsUoccj, 
he  wilt  always  endeavor,  as  be  has  done  heretofore,  to  fulfil  bia  duties  in  sos- 
taioing  the  cause  of  independence,  and  the  institutions  of  the  republic,  anlil 
that  cause  Eucceeds  finally,  through  tbe  patriotism,  courage,  and  cortstanej  of 
the  Mexican  people. 

LERDO  DETEJADA. 

The  ClTIZBN  GOVBBNOB. 


Mr.  Seward  to  St*or  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  State, 

WtuhingUm,  Avguat  16,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
tbe  6lh  instant,  containing  a  copy  of  tbe  supplement  of  No.  19  of  the  official  psptt 
of  your  government,  in  which  the  details  of  the  arrival  of  the  consUtutional  Fkh- 
dent  of  tbe  republic  of  Mexico  at  Chihuahua  are  given  at  large,  and  to  b^  of  JM 
to  accept  my  thanks  for  tbe  same. 

I  avail  myself  of  tbia  occasion  to  renew  to  yon  the  asenrance  of  my  mrt 
diBtineuiahed  oonsideratioD. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Sefior  Don  Matias  Bombro,  ^^  ifc.,  tfc. 


N«.  IS. 

EIPOBTATION  OF  ABHB. 
Lift  of  popart. 

145.  Hr.  Bomero  to  Mr.  Seward,  (with  one  enclosure,) March  34, 1866. 

146.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bomero,  (with  one  enclosure,) March  24,  1866. 

147.  Mr.  Bomero  to  Mr.  Seward March  26, 1866. 

148.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero April    18,186*. 


No.  14fi. 
Seffor  Bomtro  to  Mr.  ScKard. 
[Truialatlon.] 
Kexican  Legation  to  thb  Unitbd  States  of  Amxrica, 

WoMkingloit,  March  24, 1866. 

Mr.  SBcaKTARV:  I  have  the  honor  to  remit  to  yon  a  copy  of  anotevbidl 

have  just  received  from  tbe  consul  ^neral  of  tbe  Mexican  republic  at  Ne' 

York,  dated  yesterday,  in  which  it  is  intimated  to  me  that  a  person  woitby  of 

credence  bas  nren  him  information  that  there  have  been  shipped  on  board  tba 

"  Ma^ttan,"  wbicb  should  sail  from  New  York  lor  Vera  Cm  thi> 
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6aj  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  five  tlionsand  muskets,  pnrchsaed  by  the 
agents  of  the  nsnrper  Maximilian,  and  shipped,  not  as  private  property,  but  for 
account  of  the  said  nsnrper. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  beg  that  you  will  please  to  give  the  orders  necessaiy 
that  the  export  of  said  arms,  in  case  the  facts  commnnicated  to  me  tnrn  ont  to 
be  true,  be  not  allowed. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Sir.  Secretary,  the  assurances 
of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  BOMEEO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 


[Euclosare. — TrstutatiDD.  ] 

Co^suLATE  Obneral  op  thk 
Republic  up  Mexico  ik  the  United  States, 

New  York,  MarcA  23,  1866. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  yonr  knowledge  that  at  this  moment  a  trnst- 
worthy  person  has  come  to  me,  aaauriag  me  that  on  board  Ihc  steamer  Man- 
hattan, which  is  to  leave  this  port  at  three  o'clock  to-morrow,  there  are  five 
thousand  muskets,  purchased  by  the  agents  of  Maximilian,  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nentrality. 

la  commnnicating  thig  for  the  purposes  which  may  take  place,  I  renew  to 
yoa  the  assurance  of  my  consideration. 

JUAN  N.  NAVARRO. 
C.  Hatias  Rombbo, 

Bnvoif  Extraordinary  and  Minitter  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  Republic,  Waakijigton  Cilij.  D.  G. 


Mr.  Seutard  to  Mr,  Romero. 

Department  of  State, 

WoihingUm,  March  24,  1S66. 
Sm  :  With  reference  to  your  communication  of  this  date  requesting  that  the 
necessary  orders  miiy  be  given  by  ibis  government  to  prevent  the  espnrtition 
of  five  tbousand  mudkets  "  purchased  by  the  agents  of  tho  usurper  Maximilian 
and  shipped  not  as  piivate  property,  but  for  account  of  the  said  usurper,"  I 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  letter  of  this  date  from  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, whose  opinion  1  hastened  to  obtain  It  appears  (herefrom  that  the  orders 
suggested  would  be  illegal. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Scnor  Matias  lioKj^Q,  tfc.,  ^.,  Ifc.  - 


Mr.  Speed  Co  Mr.  Seward. 

Attdbwkv  General's  Oppick, 

Waikington.  D.  C.  March  24.  1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  note  of  the  34ih 
March,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Romero,  the  minister  of  the 
Mexican  republic. 

Mr.  Romero  says  that  he  has  been  informed  that  agents  of  the  "  naurptt  Hazj- 
32  Mbx.  .,  .,C',()()<,^Ic 
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niili&n"bave  purchased  in  New  York  fire  tboueand  muskets,  and  that" the;  si< 
to  be  shipped  to  Vera  Cruz  not  as  private  property,  but  for  account  of  the  iaiA 
luinrper."  Mr.  Romero  asks  that  the  Bhipraent  be  not  allowed.  Yoa  ask  uy 
opinion  whether  there  is  any  law  or  regulation  nuw  in  force  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  arms  for  the  accouut  of  any  person  whatever,  be  hia  political  deeig- 
nation  real  or  aesumed,  or  of  any  government. 

This  question  is  fully  answcTed  iu  my  opinion  delivered  to  yoa  on  the  '^"i^ 
day  of  last  December. 

The  opinion  of  the  23A  of  December  wat  given  upon  a  complaint  of  Mr.  B<v 
mcro  that  General  McDowell,  commanding  the  military  department  of  Califoni'i. 
had  prohibited  tbe  exportation  of  Brras  or  munitions  of  war  by  the  frontier  i..," 
Meicico.  That  opinion  is  to  the  effect  tliat  General  McDowell's  order  was  un- 
lawful. 

I  can  perceive  no  difference  in  principle  betwist  tliat  case  and  this.  So  fa; 
as  neutrals  are  concerned  belligerent  panics  arc  equal. 

I  know  of  no  law  or  regulation  which  forbids  any  person  or  government, 
vhether  the  political  designation  be  real  or  aeanmed,  from  purchasing  anu  (rua 
citizens  of  the  United  States  and  ebippiog  them  nt  the  risk  of  the  porchaKr. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SPEED,  Attorney  Gaitral. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 


SeHor  JRomero  to  Mr.  Seuard. 
[Translation.  ] 
Mexican  Lehjition  to  the  Unitkd  States  ov  Amkbica, 

JVas/imglm,  Marc?-.  35,  18G6. 

Mr.  Skchetabv;  I  have  tlie  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonrooti 
of  yesterday,  informing  mo  that  "in  reference  tomy'communication  of  ihia  d«if. 
reqaeeting  that  the  nece^^ary  orders  may  be  given  by  this  government  to  pre- 
vent the  expurtation  of  five  thousand  muskets  purchased  by  agents  of  it' 
usurper  Maximilian,  and  embarked  not  a?  private  property,  but  on  accouul  ci 
the  said  usurper,"  you  enclose  me  the  copy  of  a  note  from  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  United  States,  whose  opinion  you  had  readily  asked,  and  fromwbicb 
it  appears  that  the  orders  referred  to  would  be  illegal. 

1  also  received  the  copy  of  the  note  of  the  Attorney  General  of  tbe  Unilid 
States  addressed  to  you  yesterday,  staling  that  the  question  was  settled  by  A' 
opinion  he  gave  to  the  State  Department  on  the  23d  of  December,  INi-'i.  ■■;' 
which  yon  tent  me  a  copy  with  ynur  note  of  the  24tb  of  that  month. 

The  Attorney  General  states  that  that  opinion  was  given  in  reply  to  n  C'lu- 
plaint  of  mine  against  the  order  issued  on  the  11th  of  October,  1S65,  by  (iiii- 
eral  McDowell,  eomniauder  in-ehief  of  the  military  department  of  Ciuiiiirf,;:- 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  aeroes  the  nortb- 
westcm  frontier  of  Mexico;  that  tbe  oider  was  then  declared  illegal;  and  ai^^ 
there  is  no  csfcntial  difference  between  that  case  and  the  present,  for  a.'  far  a- 
neutrals  are  concerned,  belli.^erent  parties  must  consider  them  as  equals. 

The  Attorney  General  concludes  by  saying  that"  heis  acquainted  with  no  1»« 
or  regulation  that  prohibits  any  person  or  government,  whether  the  firm  he  ic-^ 
or  fictitions,  from  buying  arms  from  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  Bbipi'iu;: 
them  at  the  risk  of  the  putuhaser." 

In  submitting  to  the  government  of  the  United  States  for  the  first  timeibe 
question  of  the  legality  of  the  exportation  of  articles  contraband  of  war  from  thi« 
cooutry  to  one  of  the  belligerentB  in  the  present  war  in  Mexico,  yon  replied  to 
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me  iu  your  note  of  tbe  24ll)  of  NoTember,  1862,  enclosing  me  the  copy  of  a 
note  from  the  Treaaury  Department  to  the  Department  of  Stiite,  dated  the  20th 
of  the  same  month,  (Executive  Document  No.  11,  sent  to  the  Senate  of  the 
38th  Congress,  lut  Beflaion,  page  J9,)  and  extracts  of  autboritiea  quoted  hy  the 
Solicitor  rf  the  Treasury,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  purcliaae  of  articles 
contraband  of  war  in  the  United  Slates,  and  their  cxportntioii  for  the  uec  of 
belligerente,  is  permitted  when  it  is  done  in  trade  by  leay  of  mercAandUe  and 
private  BpeculaCion,  but  not  when  done  directly  by  one  of  the  bellig<'rent«.  with 
the  declared  intention  to  be  used  against  the  other  belligerent,  with  whom  the 
United  States  are  at  peace. 

This  is  the  same-  principle,  in  my  judgment,  that  serves  as  a  foundation  for 
the  neutrality  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  prohibit  the  arming  of  vessels 
of  war  in  the  United  States  for  belligerents,  as  well  as  the  organization  of  hos- 
tilities against  either  of  the  belligerent  parties. 

Snch,  at  least,  was  my  understanding  of  the  neutrality  laws  of  this  country, 
up  to  the  present  time,  deduced  from  data  famished  me  by  your  department ; 
that  is,  trade  in  articles  contraband  of  war  for  the  use  of  belligerents  was  lawful 
when  carried  on  by  merchants  as  a  private  speculation,  but  unlawful  when  done 
by  the  belligerents  themselves. 

For  that  reason  I  complained  of  General  McDowell's  order,  supposing  it  pTO- 
hibited  all  trade,  both  that  which  I  considered  to  be  lawful  and  what  1  held  us 
unlawful,  and  I  requfsted  it  to  he  revoked  in  regard  to  the  first. 

And  for  the  same  reason  I  requested  in  my  note  of  yesterday  that  the  neces- 
sary orders  should  be  issued  to  prevent  the  clearance  of  the  "  five  thousand* 
moskets  purchased  and  shipped  in  the  steamer  Manhattan  for  Vera  Uniz,  by 
the  agents  of  the  usurper  Maximilian,"  stating  I  had  been  assured  that  the 
muskets  bad  been  shipped,  "  not  as  private  property,  but  on  account  of  the  said 
usurper ;"  and  I  added,  "  that  I  desired  the  orders  to  be  issued,  in  case  the  facts 
were  as  ihcy  had  been  represented  to  me." 

The  Attorney  General  says  that  "  he  knows  of  no  law  or  regulation  which 
forbids  any  ptrton  or  govrrnment,  whether  the  political  designation  he  real  or 
assumed,  from  purchasing  arms  from  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  shipping 
them  at  the  risk  of  tho  purchaser,"  and  this  statement  makes  me  believe  that  I 
have  been  mistaken  in  my  understanding  of  the  laws  of  this  country,  since  I 
cannot  suppose  for  a  moment  that  a  restrictive  interpretation  to  tbe  disadvantage 
of  Mexico  has  been  given  to  them,  up  to  the  present  moment.  In  this  suppo- 
sition I  have  now  to  state,  that  I  accept  the  interpretation  the  Attorney  General 
gives  to  those  laws,  not  doubting,  ot  course,  from  the  equity  and  good  faith  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  that  they  will  be  interpreted  in  the  same 
manner  when  the  Mexicau  goverrment  attempts  to  purcliase  and  export  articles 
contraband  of  war  from  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  or  over  its  frontiers. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  a.sk  that  any  law  of  this  country  be  interpreted  in  favor 
of  Mexico,  to  the  detriment  of  the  other  belligerent  (the  French  government.) 
but  I  think  it  is  reasonable  to  ask  that  no  interpretation  be  adopted  by  which 
Mexico  is  placed  in  a  situation  inferior  to  that  of  her  enemy. 

As  the  Attorney  General  seems  to  consider  mo  inconsistent  in  asking  the  rev- 
ocation of  an  order  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  arms  across  the  frontier,  and 
a  few  months  afterwards  asking  the  prohibition  of  the  shipping  of  arms  pur- 
chased, not  by  way  of  merchandise,  but  by  agents  of  the  usurper  Maximilian, 
and  on  his  account,  "provided  the  facts  were  as  they  had  been  represented  to 
me,"  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  you,  if  there  be  no  objection,  to  communicate 
to  him  the  explanations  I  make  in  this  note.     .  • 

I  avail  myself  of  thiti  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assur- 
of  mv  most  distinguished  consideration, 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewahd,  (fc.,  t/e.,  tfc.  ,  -  i 
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Mr.  Seward' ta  Mr.  Romero. 

Dbpartment  of  State," 

Wa*ftmgton,  April  IS,  1S6G. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  torpccive  j-oorcommimicBtionof  the  25th  allimo, 
in  repl^  to  mine  nf  the  previous  da;,  enclosiug;  to  yon  the  opininn  of  the  At- 
torney General  of  the  United  Stales  with  reference  to  the  exportation  of  fire 
tbonsand  masketa  puri:haeed  and  shipped  in  the  steamer  Manhattan  fbi  Ven 
CniZt  hy  the  ageiits  of  Masimilian,  and  which  cxpoitatiim  yoo  desired  ihooM 
be  proliibtted. 

The  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Genernl,  already  comnDunicated  to  you,  precIndM 
the  necessity  of  any  extended  iimaiks  on  my  pait  upon  this  subject,  eicqH  lo 
assure  you  that  no  law  of  the  United  States  will  be  so  interpreted  as  to  pbw 
Mexico  in  a  poeition  inftiior  to  that  of  tier  enemy. 

I  heg  also  to  inform  you  ibat,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  a  copy  of  yoor 
note  of  the  2.'>tb  March  hiis  been  coinniunicated  to  the  Attorney  Greueral. 

I  avail  mytelf  of  this  occesion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  moit 
distingnisbcd  consideration. 

"WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


no.  13. 

SOUTHERN  IMMIGRATION  TO  MEXICO. 
Litt  of  2>aperi. 

149.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  K.  <A'ard,  (witli  12  enclosures) August        3, 1SG6. 

150.  Mr  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero August      16,  ISCC 

151.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Steward,  (with  4  eacloaures) December  12.  ISfiii 

152.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero December  20, 1666. 


Se7ior  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[TriiDslatioD.J 

Mrxican  LEaATIO^  to  the  U.NtTKH  States  of  Ambrica. 

WuMAiniftvn.  Auguti  3,  1S66. 

Mr.  Sbcrhtary  :  In  confirmntion  of  the  reports  I  have  iraneraitted  td  tLc 
Department  of  State  of  the  United  stales,  nn  divers  occaiiions,  relative  lo  ilic 
eflForta  of  the  French  agents  in  Mexico,  tii  induce  citizens  of  the  southern  ptrl 
of  tho  United  States  to  ioi  mi  grate  to  that  country,  an  iinatt^i  byafttliogW- 
tile  to  their  government.  I  have  the  honor  to  scud  you  this  d>iy  en  indci  -i 
original  docamenta  conlaiuing  particulars  of  plains  fur  that  purpose,  more  mi- 
nute than  any  1  have  yet  been  able  to  cookmunicate  to  your  depanmeut 

I  regret  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  tay  bow  tlteue  docnments  have  fallen  into  nj 
hands,  but  I  can  asaure  you  they  ai«  autbenic. 

I  take  jdeasure  in  embra'-jng  tfaid  additinnal  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon,  Mr. 
Secretary,  the  aaaurancea  ol'  my  moKt  diatinguiabed  coasideratiun. 

IL   ttpMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwakd,  ^c,  t^..  ^c. 

DiyilizecoyGoOQle 
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Index  of  documentt  tent  to  the  Pepartmnt  of  State  of  tie  Vxited  Stale*  bg 
the  Mexican  legation  in  Waakington,  wuh  the  note  of  thit  date,  in  rdation 
to  the  plan  oftouthem  colonization  in  Mexico. 


Letter  of  Mr.  Chules  M.  Donfliu,  of  Charleston,  Soncb  Carolina,  to  the 
miuiBlrrof  thoio-callrd  Mexicau  empire  [a  Waahinglou,  inquiriDg  about 
thu  paj  of  pauaee  for  emiicrauta  to  Mexico. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Jubo  O.  Shelby,  at  Coriluva,  to  Mr.  Frank  Lill;,  of  St. 
LiODis,  Migtonri,  giving  information  for  confeilonite  cnii^auts  to  Mex- 

CommnDleation  from  Mr.  M.  F.  Manir,  called  Iiiii.'  rial  Commisaionet  of 
CoIunizatiOD,  to  Hr  E.  Farrenne,  uf  New  York.  lu  I't^lation  to  the  cslab- 
lubmeot  orabiiraauorcorreBpandence  in  the  city  nf  New  York. 

A  copj,  in  Eogllab,  of  the  no-called  colonization  Inwg  Issued  b;  the  cmperoi 


No. 

Date. 

1 

1865. 
Feb.      5 

2 

Nov.      1 

3 

Dee.      6 

4 

Dec.      ti 

5 

Dec.      G 

6 

1866. 
Feb.      9 

7 

Feb.    17 

8 
9 

Feb.     17 
May      3 

10 

May    14 

n 

June     6 

IS 

Dec.  .10 

,,,.._. , .jlled  colonization  Inns  . 

Maxim" 

An  extract  from  the  Mexican  Times,  of  the  9th  uf  December,  1863,  con- 
taiutng  II  I'ircniar  si|;ned  by  Maurj,  and  aildrejisod  to  peraoni  who  wishsd 

Letter  fnuii  M  .  UuitjaaiiD  Croirther  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Littrell,  of  St.  LooiB, 
Mlaaouri,  pivi-<i;  infurinalion  ahoac  confederate  Bottlers  in  Mexico. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Kicbard  L.  Maniy,  son  of  M.  F.  Maury,  called  Imperial 
8ub.com mi isiuDer  of  Culonizalion.  and  ootonci  in  the  lalu  confedBrate 
army,  Mr.  tu  Jsinex  M.  Payne,  of  Niishville,  State  of  Tcnnesace,  eocloa- 
iof;  the  tollowing  circular  : 

Circular  on  Meiican  coluiiiz^tiou. 

Letter  from  Mr.  It.  L.  Maurj  to  Mr.  W.  C,  S.  Venlren*,  of  New  Otleaiu, 
informini;  him  that  hia  falber'huJ  gone  to  England,  and  irould  return 
iu  October  with  bis  family ;  eiicliudng  a  copy  of  No.  8. 

Letter  from  the  i>amu  to  Mr.  Ueuben  Herndon,  in  Oalveslon,  Texas,  telling 
bim  of  the  inducements  to  eniifjration  held  oat  by  the  usuqier  Maximil- 
ian, and  encluflinr  a  copy  of  the  circular  No.  6. 

The  colony  foundea  by  certain  confederate  ex -generals  near  Cordova,  and 
named  Carlotta,  under  the  stinction  of  Maximilian,  is  broken  up  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  liberal  inhabitants  in  its  vicinity. 

Letter  from  Oeuersl  Sterling  Price,  giving  an  account  of  the  colony  of  Car- 
lotta, eBtabliabed  by  himself  and  other  confederates.  Reiterates  his  ad- 
hesion to  lebeldom,  and  i*  perfectly  conlunt  with  bis  lot  in  Mexico. 


Washiiioton,  Aagtitt  3,  1S6G. 


lONO.  MARISCAL.  SterttaTf. 


[Enclosure  No.  1.] 

GharlB8T0.\,  S.  C,  February  5,  1865. 
Dbar  Sir  :  Several  young  meo,  uativce  of  tbis  city,  iirc  dusirotu  of  emigtating 
to  Mexico,  but  are  withont  toe  necMHary  faaAa  to  enable  them  to  do  bo.  A  let- 
ter is  published  in  a  Columbia,  8.  C,  paper  of  the  4th  inatant,  written  from  the 
dty  of  Mexico  by  Uolonel  Maury,  late  of  the  confederate  ainny,  iu  wbich  be 
states  that  the  imperial  government  will  defray  the  expenses  of  emierantB  to 
Mexico.  Our  object  iu  addresaiug  yon  ia  to  inquire  if  thia  ia  a  (act ;  and  if  it  ia, 
to  whom  we  are  to  applv  for  tranapovtation.  ^ 

If  neccBBaiy,  all  of  the  party  can  furnish  you  with  the  best  teatimoniala  as  to 
character,  &c.     An  early  answer  will  be  esteeintd  by  ua  a  great  favor. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Ber^ant, 

CHAS.  M.  DOUGLAS. 
The  Minister  if  tlie  Empire  of  Mexico, 

Waihington.  D.  C. 

■DK„l,zcc.yCt.OOglC 
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[EncloaiueN'o.  3.] 

[The  envelope  containing  this  letter  was  marked  as  follows:  "Mr.  Fraiik 
Lilly,  St.  Louie,  MisBouri."] 

CoBDOvjt,  Mexico,  November  I,  1865. 

Drar  Lilly:  How  often  have  I  written  to  you  since  I  crossed  the  Rio 
Grande.  Too  often,- and  I  would  not  tax  you  further,  nave  I  hare  just  Icamcd 
you  have  married  my  favorite  of  Waverly,  May  Hall.  God  knows  my  heart 
beats  with  joy  ;  and  why  1  Because  I  love  you  both,  and  I  am  made  happy 
by  knowing  she  has  united  wiih  a  man  who  will  protect  and  guard  her,  and  who 
numbered  not  among  those  who  persecuted  the  South.  I  am  here  ae  an  exile  ; 
defeated  by  the  acts  of  the  sonthern  people  themselves.  And  why  ?  Because 
they  loved  their"  niggers,"  their  eatatce,  more  than  principle.     They  won,  didn't 

they  ?     Let  them  reap  what  they  deserved,  eternal  disgrace.  D n  'era,  they 

were  foolish  enough  to  think  hy  laying  down  their  arms  they  would  enjoy  all 
the  rights  they  once  bad.  How  is  it  ?  Your  United  Stat«s  papers  tell  a«  theic 
condition.  Who  can  sympathize  with  them  ?  I  can't,  fur  I  know  them  too  well. 
Onr  independence  was  in  our  own  hands.  We  lost  from  the  fact  our  people 
were  unwilling  to  sacrifice  money — not  blood.  Of  the  women  of  the  Soatb, 
no  man  dare  complain,  and  may  a  just  God  always  guard  over  them.  They 
labored  hard,  but  even  their  influence  failed  to  nerve  tho  southern  army  to  ite 
duly.  They  sacrificed  all  save  their  honor.  They  urged  a  further  continuance 
when  the  cowardly  ^otcM cm  had  cast  aside  his  gun  and  only  awaited  the  coming 
of  the  northern  abolition  Janatic  to  do  his  bidding.  And  to  think  that  was  the 
people  wo  border-State  men  ^ere  fighting  for !  Yes,  that  was  the  people  ^n 
were  fighting  for.  Were  we  not  deceived  1  Still  ice  were  right  I  Howerer, 
take  away  the  women  and  children  of  the  South,  the  balance  might  sink  in  a 
chasm  of  eternal  damnatitm  where  there  could  be  no  relief.  My  heart  ia  heavy 
at  the  idea  of  being  separated  from  you  all  forever ;  but  I  am  not  one  of  thoM 
to  ask  forgiveness  for  tnat  which  I  believe  to-day  is  right.  The  party  in  pow^ 
has  manifested  no  leniency.  Though  not  among  the  politicians,  I  am  not  ready 
to  play  the  sycophant. 

Frank,  say  to  old  George  I  have  written  to  him  several  times;  would  like  to 
hear  from  him.  Bud  I  know  will  write  to  me.  Tell  Charley  Cowan  to  write 
to  me,  and  say  further  to  him,  in  case  I  succeed  in  this  country  he  akall  MOt 
suffer.  I  will  divide  always  with  him.  Please  inform  him  where  I  am,  and 
say  to  him  to  write  to  me  and  I  will  answer  immediately.  I  would  like  George 
Hall  to  send  Bud  to  me.  I  will  have  him  taught  Spanish,  and  he  can  return  in 
two  years  a  good  Spanish  scholar.  Say  to  my  Waverly  friends  to  look  forme 
when  N  npoleon  jumps  Uncle  Sam. 

There  are  about  two  hundred  confederates  here.  We  arc  settling  on  the 
railroad,  in  the  Unest  agricultural  country  in  the  world,  seventy  miles  from  Veia 
Cruz.  I  will  await  to  hear  from  yon.  Send  this  letter  to  George  HalL  Uy 
love  to  May  and  your  family. 

Ever  your  friend.  J.  O.  SHELBY. 

Do  you  know  where  Mr.  William  Shelby  is  1  When  you  go  to  Waverly  tell 
my  old  friends  it  would  console  me  much  to  hear  from  ihcm.  Say  to  Brock 
Fletcher  I  was  in  hopes  of  meeting  him  lost  fall,  and  he  must  write  to  me.  To 
old  mau  Rudd  and  John  Hull  I  would  say,  my  prayers  would  be  ofiered  freely 
'if  I  thought  the  prayers  of  a  rebel  would  avail  the  good.  And  where  is  poor 
Can.  Kertley  ?  Old  Spencer  Brown,  1  know  the  blessings  of  a  righteow  God 
will  always  rest  on  him.  A  better  man,  a  better  heart,  was  never  created. 
May  happiness  attend  him  and  his.     Let  me  hear,  all. 

Tell  Paechal  to  send  me  the  Weekly  Republican.    I  will  pay. 

j;o.s. . 

D,„i,„o,Goo2lc' 
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rEnclMureNo.  3.] 

Colonization  Office, 
No.  13  S.  Juan  de  Lttrdn,  December  6,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  by  Mr.  Arroyo  was  received  too  late  to  reply  by  the  steamer 
of  to- day. 

Your  BuggeBtion  as  to  a  bureau  of  correspondence  in  New  York  is  good,  and 
ecems  to  be  well  worthy  of  hia  majesty's  conaidenitioa. 

There  is  in  the  United  States  a  lamentable  state  of  ignorance  concerning  Mex- 
ico und  the  Mesicane,  and  any  one  who  can  dispel  that  ignorance  may  well  be 
considered  aa  having  done  a  good  work. 

I  enclose  some  decrees  and  other  documents  which  yow  may  find  interesting. 
Respectfully,  und  yonr  obedient  Bervant, 

M.  F.  MAURY, 

Imperial  CommissiimeT. 
E.  Fabhenb,  Hew  York. 

tEnclosure  No.  4.] 

Utereefor  the  ettablUAmfne  of  civil  and  military  eolo/tte*  on  the  imperial  MeX' 
iean  railroad  bctioeeit  Vera  Cruz  and  the  city  of  Mexico. 


MAXIMILIAN,  BMPEBOR  0 

Considering  that  the  eetAblishment  uf  lines  of  railroad  a  necessarily  followed 
by  the  creation  of  new  centres  of  population ; 

Considering  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  empire  it  is  important  that  these 
centres  of  population  should  not  be  very  far  from  each  other; 

Gonsidei'ing  that  all  commerce  and  industry  require  complete  security  along 
their  lines  of  commnnicaticQ ; 

We  hare  decided  to  decree,  and  do  decree  as  follows : 

Article  1.  There  shall  be  established  on  both  sides  of  the  railroad  from  Vera 
Gmz  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  at  the  most  suitable  pouita,  which  points  will  be 
designated  by  our  minister  of  fomento,  civil  and  military  settlements  at  a  die- 
fauice  from  each  other  of  uot  more  than  foui'  or  five  leagues. 

Art.  2.  Each  scttlemi:nt  shall  have  au  extent  of  at  least  one  square  league, 
taking  care  that  its  couro  half  be  as  near  as  possible  to  the  railroad  station, 

AuT.  3.  The  survey,  measurement,  and  division  of  these  settlements  shall  be 
made  by  the  colonial  company  of  engineers  of  Guadalupe. 

Art.  4.  In  case  the  lands  selected  ad  moat  suitable  for  these  settlements  should 
not  be  national  property,  but  should  belong  to  piivate  individuals,  they  shall  be 
ex-appropriated  for  the  public  use,  on  such  conuition  as  our  minister  of  fomento 
may  decide. 

Abt.  5.  The  first  settlement  to  be  established  shall  be  between  La  Soledad 
and  Puebla,  and  steps  therefor  shall  be  taken  immediately.  Then  those  which 
are  to  be  established  between  La  Pucbia  and  the  city  of  Mexico  will  be  formed. 

Art.  6.  There  shall  be  established  a  line  of  ainall  forts  or  blockhouses  at  the 
most  suitable  points  along  the  road,  and  so  situated  that  they  can  communicate 
witli  each  other  by  means  of  signals  day  and  night.  These  forts  shall  be  suffi- 
ciently large  to  contain  the  necessary  supplies  and  munition?. 

Abt.  7.  Our  ministers  of  fomento,  of  war,  and  of  hacienda  are  each  charged 
with  the  execution  of  so  much  of  this  decrecc  as  relates  to  his  department. 

Given  at  Chaunltepcc,  September  5,  18GS. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

The  Minister  of  Fomento.  , 

By  the  emperor  : 

MANUEL  OUOZOO  Y  BERRA, 
Sttb  tfcretary,  in  the  absence  of  the  Minister  of  Fomento. 

.logic 
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Article  1.  The  settlements  to  which  the  preceding  decree  relates  ahill  b« 
established  near  thaec  places  which  this  mioistry  will  designate,  having  regwd 
to  the  points  where  the  railroad  stations  are  to  be,  and  taking  into  considerUioti 
those  circtuoBlances  that  are  indispensahly  connected  with  the  welfare  of  die 
aetttements. 

Art.  2.  The  engineers  of  Guadalupe,  heing  divided  into  parties,  shall  pro- 
ceed, as  soon  as  the  places  ehall  kie  designated,  thorongbly  to  examine,  in  ertrj 
particalar,  the  land  as  to  its  fitneea  for  the  Raid  settlement,  and,  the  selection 
being  made,  they  will  snrvey  and  measure  a  aquare  league,  or  4,338  acres, 
which  they  will  divide  into  one  hundred  lots  of  forty  acres  each,  numbering  e«tli 
one  in  regnlar  order.  The  338  remaiDing  acres  shall  he  divided  into  loU  of  Sj 
metres  front  by  50  deep,  (82  by  164  feet,)  npon  which  the  settlers  may  bnili 
their  houses,  arranged  in  streets  of  enfficient  Drcadth  for  free  and  commodioni 

Art.  3.  As  soon  as  the  engineers  shall  have  selected  the  land  suitable  fortbe 
aettlement  they  shall  make  it  known  to  the  public  functionary  in  whose  joria- 
diction  the  land  may  lie,  to  the  end  that  he  may  immediately  notify  the  owner 
thereof  that  said  land  is  about  to  be  occupied  for  the  public  good,  and  ibat  be 
may  at  once  apply  to  the  ministry  of  fomento  for  proper  iodeninification. 

Art.  4.  The  engineers,  in  making  the  measurement  referred  to  in  articles. 
shall  value  the  land  according  to  ita  quality  and  with  regard  to  the  prices  whicli 
rule  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  said  land  may  be  situated,  a  copy  of  whicli 
valuation  they  wilt  deliver  to  the  proprietor  of  the  land,  so  that  he  may  ask  fci 
the  proper  indemnification. 

Art.  6.  Should  the  proprietor  not  be  satisfied  vith  tbe  valuation  madebf 
said  engineers  he  shall  name  an  expert,  in  whom  he  may  have  confidence,  wbo 
shall  value  the  land ;  and  should  his  valuation  not  agree  with  that  of  said  «ii- 
gineera  the  highest  political  authority  of  the  place  in  which  said  land  maybe 
situated  shall  name  a  third  party,  who  shall  decide  the  qutstion. 

Art.  6.  The  provisions  of  the  preceding  article  shall  be  carried  out  in  case  tbr 
proprietor  cannot  agree  with  the  department  of  fomento  in  regard  to  price  ind 
terms  of  the  indemnification,  which  may  he  made  either  in  speci;,  at  the  IJme^ 
which  the  said  department  may  designate,  or  in  securities  on  the  land  ititif.h' 
which  the  colonists,  according  to  the  number  of  acres  allotted  to  each  one.  vaj 
be  bound  in  five-rear  bonds,  bearing  an  annual  interest  of  six  per  cent. 

Art.  7.  In  order  to  cany  out  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  article,  the  price 
of  each  acre  shall  he  fixed  at  one  dollar,  and  it  shall  be  optional  wiU)  the  Ki- 
llers either  to  pay  for  their  land  immediately  or  to  hold  it  on  the  ahove-nKB- 
tioned  terms. 

Art.  8.  The  isBuca  which  may  arise  as  to  indemnification  shall  in  nowtse 
interfere  with  the  settlement  of  the  lands,  which  aball  commence  ae  soon  as  they 
are  examined  and  the  notice  due  be  given  to  their  owners. 

Art.  9.  The  engineers  shall  plat  each  settlement,  designating  the  handrtd 
lots  designed  for  cultivation,  as  well  as  those  intended  for  building,  taking  cut 
to  leave  in  each  one  the  necessary  amount  of  land  for  streets,  churahes,  a  scbool, 
a  paseo,  and  other  public  works.  These  plats  (or  maps)  shall  he  transmitted  to 
the  ministry  of  fomento,  so  that  by  means  of  them  it  may  make  the  grants  tk^i 
may  be  solicited,  and  issue  the  proper  titles. 

Art.  10.  To  the  French  soldiers,  and  also  to  those  of  tlie  foreign  repmeai 
whose  term  of  service  may  have  expired,  and  who  may  wish  to  remain  in  the 
empire,  there  will  be  given,  gratis,  in  said  settlements,  a  lot  for  cnltivatioo,  sua 
also  one  for  building,  provided  they  render  that  service  which,  for  the  safety  of 
die  settlements  themselves,  may  be  required  by  the  minister  of  war. 
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Art.  11.  One-balf  of  the  Iota  designed  for  cultivation,  he  well  as  tfaoae  for 
bDilding,  shall  be  reeerred  for  those  Mexicans  and  foreignerB  who  may  desire  to 
establish  themvetves  npnn  them. 

Abt.  12.  The  miniatiy  of  war  wiH  request  his  excellency  Varslial  Bazaine 
to  assign  the  engineers  of  Guadalupe  to  the  execotion  of  those  labors  which  in 
these  regnlstions  are  recommended  to  them,  and  it  will  arraoge  with  Uim  aa  to 
what  compensatioa  shonld  be  given  them. 

Art.  13.  The  same  depanment  will  issue  the  necessary  regnlatiouii  iu  regard 
to  the  military  service  which  shull  be  required  from  the  settlers,  as  well  as  those 
relative  to  the  construction  of  tbe  blockhouses. 

The  Minister  of  Fomento  ; 

In  bis  absence,  the  sub- secretary,  Manuel  Orozco  v  Bbrra. 

Mrxico,  t-eplember  7,  1865. 


DECREE   to    e.\COURAGB   IMMIGRATION. 

We,  Haximitian.  emperor  of  Mexico,  in  consideration  of  the  sparseness  of 
population  in  the  Mexican  territory  in  proportion  l<>  its  extent,  desiring  to  give 
to  immigrants  all  possible  security  for  property  .mil  liberty,  in  order  that  they 
may  become  good  Mexicans,  sincerely  attached  tn  their  new  country,  and  hav< 
ing  heard  the  opinion  of  our  board  of  colonization,  do  decree  as  follows  : 

Article  1.  Mexico  is  open  to  immigration  from  all  uations. 

Art.  2.  Immigration  agents  shall  be  appointed,  who  will  be  paid  by  the  goV' 
emment,  and  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  protect  the  arrival  of  immigrants,  ana  in- 
atal  them  on  the  lands  assigned  them,  and  assipt  tbcm  in  every  posHibte  manner 
in  establishing  tbemselveB.  These  agents  will  receive  the  orders  of  an  imperial 
commissioner  of  immigration,  specially  appointed  by  ne,  and  to  wh'>m,  through 
our  minister  of  improvement,  (fomento,)  all  communications  relating  to  immi- 
gration shall  be  addressed. 

Art.  3.  Each  immigrant  shall  receive  a  duly  executed  title,  incommutable, 
of  his  landi'd  estate,  and  a  certificate  that  it  is  free  of  moitgage. 

Art.  4.  Such  property  shall  be  free  from  taxes  for  the  first  year,  and  also 
Irom  duties  on  transfers  of  property,  but  only  on  the  first  sale. 

Art.  5.  The  immigrants  may  be  naturalized  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  es- 
tablished themselves  as  settlers. 

Art.  6.  Immigrants  who  may  desire  to  bring  laborers  with  them,  or  induce 
them  to  come  in  considerable  numbers,  of  any  race  whatever,  are  authorized  to 
do  BO,  but  those  laborers  will  be  subject  to  special  protective  renilations. 

Art,  7.  The  effects  of  immigrants,  their  working  and  brood  animals,  seeds, 
agricultural  implements,  machines  and  working  tools,  shall  enter  free  of  custom- 
honse  and  transit  duties. 

Art.  8.  Immigrants  are  exempted  from  military  service  for  five  years,  but 
they  will  form  a  stationary  militia,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  their  property 
and  neighborhoods. 

Art.  9.  Liberty  in  the  exercise  of  their  respective  forms  of  religions  worship 
is  secored  to  immigrants  by  the  organic  law  of  the  empire. 

Art.  10.  Each  of  our  ministers  is  charged  with  carrying  out  such  parts  of 
this  decree  as  relate  to  his  department. 

Given  at  Chapultcpec  on  the  5th  day  of  September,  18C5. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

The  Jfli.NisTER  OF  Improvement,  (Fomento  ) 

By  the  emperor: 

MANUEL  OROZCO  Y  BEREA. 
Sttb-secrttary  (in  the  abieitce  of  the  Minister  of  Improvemenl.) 

.ogle 
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REUlLATIOiSS, 

Under  article  6  of  the  foregoing  decree  we  ordain  as  follows  : 

1.  Under  the  laws  of  the  empire,  all  pereonB  of  color  are  free  by  the  mere  act 
of  touching  Mexican  soil. 

2.  TheymaymakecontractBn'itbtlie  emplojerwholiaecngaged.oriaayeDgage 
them,  hj  which  euch  employer  shall  bind  himself  to  feed,  clothe,  and  lodge  them, 
and  give  them  medical  attendance,  and  also  pay  them  a  enm  of  money  according 
to  whatever  agreements  they  may  enter  into  with  him ;  moreover,  he  shall  deposit 
in  the  savings  bank  hereinafter  mentioned,  for  the  benefit  of  the  laborer,  a  tma 
equivalent  to  one-fourth  of  his  wages.  The  laborer  shall,  on  his  part,  obligate 
himself  to  his  employer  to  perform  the  labor  for  which  he  was  employed,  for  a 
term  of  not  less  than  five,  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

3.  The  employer  shall  bind  himself  to  support  the  children  of  his  laborers. 
In  the  event  of  the  father's  death,  the  employer  will  be  regarded  as  the  gnardim 
of  the  children,  and  they  will  remain  in  hia  service  until  they  become  of  age,  on 
the  same  tenns  ss  those  agreed  to  by  their  father. 

.  4.  Each  laborer  shall  receive  a  book  certified  by  the  local  authority,  in  which 
hook  a  deecription  of  his  person,  the  statement, of  hie  place  of  labor,  and  a  i:er- 
tificatc  of  his  life  and  habits  wiU  be  entered.  Id  case  of  a  change  of  employer 
the  consent  of  the  former  employer  shall  be  entered  in  this  book, 

5.  In  caee  of  the  death  of  the  employer,  his  heirs,  or  whoever  may  acqain 
his  estate,  shall  he  bound  to  the  laborer  in  the  same  manner  in  which  such  em- 
ployer was  ;  and  the  laborer  nn  his  part  shall  he  bound  towards  such  new  pro- 
prietor on  the  same  terms  as  in  his  farmer  contract. 

6.  In  case  of  desertion,  the  laborer,  when  arrested,  shall  be  placed,  wilhoat 
pay,  upon  the  public  works,  until  his  employer  presents  himself  to  claim  him. 

7.  In  case  of  any  injustice  of  the  employer  towards  the  laborers,  be  shall  be 
brought  before  a  magistrate. 

S.  Special  police  commisiiioners  will  see  to  the  enforcement  of  these  regulations, 
and  officially  prosecute  all  violators  thereof. 

9.  A  savings  hank  will  he  e.'>tahlished  by  the  government  for  the  following 
objects : 

10.  The  employers  shall  deposit  in  said  hank,  every  month,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  laborers,  a  sum  equivalent  to  one-fourth  of  the  wages  which  each  is  entitled 
to  tmder  hia  contract  of  employment. 

1 1.  The  laborers  can  deposit,  in  addition,  in  tlie  savings  hank,  in  money,  sncli 
sums  as  they  may  desire. 

12.  These  deposits  will  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  anoum. 

13.  At  the  end  of  his  engagement,  and  on  presentation  of  hisbook.the  laborer 
shall  receive  the  entire  amount  of  bis  eavingH. 

14.  If  at  the  end  of  hia  engagement  the  laborer  wislifs  to  leave  his  money  in 
the  savings  hank,  he  can  then  receive  the  interest  accrued ;  or,  if  be  wishes  to 
leave  this  also,  it  will  be  added  to  his  capital  and  also  draw  interest 

15.  In  case  a  laborer  should  die  intestate  or  without  heirs,  his  property  shall 
pass  to  the  treasury  of  the  government. 

Given  at  Chapultepec  on  the  5th  day  of  September,  IS65, 

MAXIMILIAX. 
The  Mi.MtJTER  OF  Improvement,  (Fomtnto.J 

By  the  emperor : 

MANUEL  OEOZCO  Y  BERBA. 
Stih-stcrelary  (in  the  absence  of  the  Miniiter  of  tmprot^menl.) 
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REGULATIONS     AND    INSTRUCTIONS     IN     FtlBTHBRANCE    OF    THE    ■'  DeCRKB    TO 
ENCOURAOB  IHMIORATION.' 

Art.  1.  The  lande  ofiered  for  colonization  are  divided  into  tliree  classee : 

Art  2.  Firet.  Those  that  are  of  the  public  doniHiii  and  have  never  been  re- 
(Inccd  to  calti  ration . 

Art.  3.  Second.  Those  that  have  been  more  or  leae  improved  as  bactendaa, 
the  right  to  dispose  of  vhich  the  government  baa  acquired  cither  by  purchase 
or  otherwise. 

Art.  4.  Third.  Frivate  lands  and  haciendas,  the  owners  of  which  are  dis- 
poaed  to  offer  them  to  immigrants  on  liberal  terms  for  colonization.  Many 
haciendas  that  are  ur  have  been  nnder  cultivation  may  be  bought  on  easy  terms, 
and  for  less  that  one  dollar  per  acre. 

Art.  5.  .These  private  haciendas  or  plantations  sometimes  embrace  several 
hundred  square  mile?.  Smaller  sizes  often  afibrd  lands  and  room  for  a  settle- 
ment of  a  dozen  or  more  families. 

Art.  G.  Immigrants  are  advised  to  establish  themselves  at  first  in  settlements 
or  commnnities,  as  well  for  mutnal  protection  and  assistance,  as  for  the  benefit 
of  churches  and  schools,  the  convenience  of  mills,  blacksmith  sliops,  &c,  &c. 

Art.  7.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  government  to  encourage  settlement  upon  pri- 
vate as  well  as  public  lands  ;  and  the  same  rights,  privileges  and  exemptions 
are  ofiered  to  immigrants  who  may  settle  upon  the  former  as  are  granted  to 
those  who  settle  upon  tbe  latter. 

Art.  S.  Lands  of  class  first  are  offered  in  alternate  sections,  as  donations  to 
actual  settlers,  and  in  quantities  varying  from  160  acres  for  a  single  man,  to  640 
for  the  heads  of  families  according  to  circumstances  to  be  explained  hereafter. 

Immigration.  - 

Art.  9.  Thegovemment  not  only  invites  all  well-disposed  persons  to  come  and 
assist  in  the  occupation  of  its  vacant  places,  but  bis  majosty  the  emperor,  touched 
by  the  spectacle  of  good  men  8tmgf;ling  with  adversity  in  other  lands,  tenders 
hospitality  and  homes  especially  to  these.  Moved  by  tbe  generous  impulses  of 
his  nature,  be  offers  them  material  assistance  to  enable  them  to  reach  this  boun- 
tiful and  beautiful  land.  To  those  of  them  wtio  wish  to  change  tbeir  skies, 
make  Mexico  their  home,  and  identify  themselves  with  tbe  conntiy,  a  free  pas- 
sage by  sea  for  their  families  and  effects  is  offered. 

Art.  10.  Immigrants  are  therefore  divided  into  two  classes,  A  and  B.  The 
farmer  being  of  those  just  alluded  to,  who  by  misfortune  have  lost  all  their  sab- 
stance;  and  the  latter,  those  who  are  leas  straightened  in  their  means. 

Art.  1 1.  Not  only  a  free  passage  by  sea  is  offered  to  class  A,  but  when  they 
arrive  in  the  country,  a  travelling  allowance  of  ten  cents  the  league,  tbcuce  to 
their  new  homes,  will  be  made  for  each  member  of  their  families,  counting  as 
members,  also,  their  apprentices. 

Abt.  J2.  Lands  of  class  first  will  be  donated  to  these  immigrants  by  alter- 
nate sections,  viz. :  160  acres  to  a  single  man,  and  330  to  a  man  with  a  family, 
with  a  pre-emption  right  to  as  much  more  in  each  case. 

Art.  13.  Immigrants  of  class  A,  who,  after  arriving  in  the  country,  may  pre- 
fer to  settle  upon  haciendas  or  other  lands,  are  at  lilierty  to  do  so;  but  in  that  ' 
case  they  will  be  required  to  refund,  with  interest,  the  money  that  may  have 
been  advanced  in  assisting  them  to  reach  their  new  domiciles. 

Art.  14.  Immigrants  of  class  B,  who  are  those  that  can  afford  to  pay  their 
own  expenses,  have  the  whole  country  before  them.  They  may  establish  them- 
selves wherever  they  can  find  suitable  and  available  lauds.  If  they  prefer  the 
unimproved  lands  of  the  public  domain,  they  also  can  have  (hem  free,  iu  alter- 
nate sections,  but  only  for  actual  settlement,  at  tl|e  rate  of  320  acres  for  a  single 
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man,  and  640  to  a  man  with  a  faintly,  witli  a  Kre-emption  right  to  as  much  more 
in  each  case. 

Art.  15.  These  donations  of  land  to  persons,  vhether  nf  class  A  or  B,  uc 
made  on  condition  and  with  the  nnderstanding  that  they  sfaall,  in  good  fftilb. 
pmceed  forthwith  to  occnpy,  aubdae,  and  cnltivate  the  land  bo  donatad. 

Abt.  16.  The  lands  of  the  public  haciendas  will  be  offered  at  gOTernmeQt 
prices,  and  pro  rata  according  to  the  actual  cost  of  puichaso  by  the  govern- 
ment. 

Art.  17,  As  it  regards  private  lands  and  haciendaa,  the  field  of  selection  k 
mnch  larger.  Immigrants  arc  free  to  make  their  own  bargains  with  proprieton. 
the  government  waiving  its  fees  on  soch  transactions,  as  per  article  four  of  the 
decree. 

Art.  is.  As  it  regards  the  public  haciendaa,  a  reservation  of  improredUnds 
will  be  made  from  each  to  serre  dnring  the  first  years  as  a  common,  for  the  (m 
nse  of  the  coIonistB.  The  size  of  thia  common  will  be  detenniDed  by  the  num- 
ber of  families  the  lands  of  the  hacienda  may  be  snfficicnt  to  accommodate.  1> 
will  be  large  enough  to  give  them  breadetuffs  and  vegetables  at  once,  and  UDlil 
they  can  bring  their  own  lands  into  cultivation.  It  will  be  large  enough  ilw 
to  afford  space  for  a  village,  in  case  the  immigrants  should  find  it  desinUe.u 
probably  at  first  they  will,  to  establish  themsetvea  in  villages.  \o  rent  niU  br 
charged  for  the  first  years  for  the  use  of  this  common. 

Art,  19.  This  reserve  or  common  is  ultimately  intended  for  educaliooil 
purposes,  and,  after  the  first  years,  a  ground  rent  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  vslnt 
of  the  land,  but  not  of  the  improvements,  will  be  required. 

Art.  20.  Agents  for  immigratioa  will  be  stationed  at  convenient  poinis 
abroad,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  information  to  the  emigrant  tbere,  as  totbi^ 
country,  its  lanas,  the  best  way  of  niching  them,  and  upon  all  other  subject; 
pertaining  til  ere  to. 

Art.  :j1.  Persons  wiebing  to  emigrate  will  first  apply  to  the  most  convenieot 
agent.  The  applicant  must  state  his  occupation,  whether  agricultural,  mensn- 
tile,  mecbanicaJ,  or  professional.  He  must  also  give  his  age,  with  the  namt. 
sex,  and  age  of  each  member  of  hie  family,  including  apprentices.  If  he  re- 
quires assistance  fiir  the  journey,  he  must  state  iiis  circumstances,  and  give  Mt- 
isfactoiy  references  as  to  his  character  and  standing  in  the  community. 

Permilt. 
Art.  22.  The  permit  of  the  immigration  agent  is  necesaaiy  to  entitle  tlit 
immigrant  to  the  privileges  of  the  decree.  Unless  he  bring  with  htm  inch  i 
permit  into  the  country,  he  will  neither  be  entitled  to  lands,  to  free  entry  it 
the  cuslom-houBe,  nor  to  any  other  privileges  beyond  those  accorded  to  totn 
strangers. 

EfecU. 

Art.  23.  Immigrants  with  such  permits  may  bring  in,  duty  free,  all  ibw 
personal  and  household  effects,  theit  live  stock,  their  implements  of  husbondiT, 
tools,  and  instrnments  of  all  kinds  used  by  them  in  the  poieuit  of  their  tn>d«. 
art,  profession,  or  calling,  But  they  may  not  bring,  without  the  payment  of 
duty,  any  merchandiBe,  or  thing  for  sale,  exchange,  or  barter. 

Art.  24.  Before  embarking,  if  coming  by  sea,  or  leaving  home,  if  coming  by 
land,  the  emigrant  should  furnish  the  agent  for  immigration  with  a  complete  liit 
of  the  persons  and  effects  that  he  proposes  to  carry  with  him.  These  effecli 
must  be  properly  packed,  marked,  and  numbered  i  and  the  contents  of  each 
package,  box,  or  case,  must  be  duly  certified,  in  order  that  they  may  tlie  iw>n 
readily  pass  the  custom-house  and  toll-gates. 

...ccoyGoOQle 
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Art.  25.  Arrivitig  in  port,  or  crossing  the  bouDdaiy,  an  agent  will  be  there, 
whose  doty  it  ia  to  give  the  immigrantB  snch  oesiatftnce,  and  afford  tbem  anch 
further  information,  aa  tbey  may  require  to  speed  them  on  tbeir  way. 

Mexico,  September  27.  1865, 

Approved : 

MAXIMILIAN. 

OFFlrB  OK   COLOMZATION,   No.    13.    CjtLliB  DE  SaK 

JUA\  DB  Lbtran,  Mexico,  November  6,  136>5. 


[Enclosure  No.  5.] 

TO   PERSO.VS    WISHING    TO   SETTLE    IS    MEXICO. 

Tb«  doore  of  the  empire  are  wide  open,  and  his  majoety  the  eraperor  has,  in 
tt  most  liberal  decree,  invited  immigration  from  all  qoartcre  and  withoat  distinc- 
tion as  to  nationality. 

Many  people,  both  in  tbe  Old  World  and  the  New,  having  heard  of  this  invi- 
tation, wtab  to  change  their  skies,  and  to  avail  themselvea  of  its  privileges. 
Gentlemen  representing  several  thousand  families  in  Europe,  and  hundreds  in 
Tennessee,  UiBSonri,  Arkansas,  Texas,  the  Carolinas,  Alabama,  Missiesippi, and 
Lonieiana,  in  the  United  States,  are  now  anxiously  seeking  information  in  regard 
to  the  country,  its  condition,  and  resources,  with  the  view  of  making  it  their 

Considering  that  almost  the  only  source  of  information  open  to  them  upon 
this  subject  is  to  be  found  in  aaonymons  contributions  made  for  the  most  part 
to  a  press  by  no  means  friendly  to  Mexico,  I  deem  it  proper  to  etata  for  the 
information  of  all  those,  whatever  be  their  nationslicy,  who  desire  to  renounce 
it  and  come  to  Mexico,  with  the  intention,  in  good  faiih,  of  making  it  their  home 
and  of  planting  their  posterity  bere,  that  tbey  would  do  well  to  come,  for  it  is 
a  land  more  blessed  by  nature  in  its  soil  and  climates  ibau  any  part  of  the 
United  States — that  great  centre  at  present  of  human  migration. 

The  eartb  here  yields  to  the  caru  of  husbandry  with  a  profuuion  that  would 
oeem  incredible  there  and  fabuloua  in  Europe.  In  some  places  it  crowns  the 
labor  of  the  husbandman  regularly  with  two  and  in  iithers  with  three  harvests 
annually  ;  and  in  each  one  he  gathers  one  hundred — two  hundred — sometimes 
three  hundred,  and  occasionally  four  hundred  fold,  and  even  more,  according  lo 
his  own  skill  and  tbe  kind  of  eced  used. 

Cotton  and  com  do  well  in  almost  all  parts  of  tbe  empire.  But  tbe  cotton 
eap^'Cially  of  Tamaulipan,  Matahuala,  Fresnillo,  Durangn,  Mosatlaa,  and  tbe 
States  north,  are  said  to  be  of  a  better  staple — aave  sea  iuland — than  any  pro- 
duced in  tbe  United  States.     Indeed,  the  cotton  of  Yucatan  is  called  aea  island. 

Under  these  fine  climates,  which  give  a  purity  and  tran^parmicy  to  the  atmos- 
phere that  make  existence  itself  an  enjoyment  and  invent  the  eye  with  tbe  fa- 
culties of  almost  a  new  sense,  the  vegetable  kingdom  displays  its  wealth  and 
its  powers  moat  gorgeously,  and  with  the  most  marvellous  vigor  and  cnncen- 

In  chosen  spots,  and  upon  a  single  hacieitda,  may  be  seen  criiwded  together 
— piled  up  in  steppes  one  above  anoLhei'.  in  all  the  glory  of  tiie  lily,  and  with 
tbe  perfection  of  excellence — fruits,  flowers,  and  productions  that,  in  less  favored 
dimes,  require  fur  tbeir  display  as  many  latitudes,  climates, and  snila  as  can  be 
found  in  the  entire  breadth  of  plain  that  lies  between  the  sources  of  tbe  Missis- 
sippi and  the  mouths  of  the  Amazon. 

Here,  besides  cotton  and  corn,  the  olive  and  the  vine,  we  have  the  finest  of 
wheat,  with  pulse,  and  all  the  cereals  in  great  perfection.  Also  tobacco,  coffee, 
sngar  cane,  the  cocoa  plaLt,  lice,  indigo,  cochineal,  pimento,  lodia-nibber,  and 
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henaqain— ^  pecnliar.and  valuable  fibre  tbat  onawerfi  many  of  the  purposes  of 
both  flax  and  hemp  ;  anci  last  of  all,  and  what,  moreover,  no  other  conntry  in 
the  iTorld  can  produce — Flora's  feat  and  Bacchns'e  bonst — the  lordly  nia^ey.or 
pnlqne  plant  of  Anahuac. 

I  have  Been  aomc  uf  ihc  very  beat  planters  from  Misnonri,  Tennessee,  and  ihf 
South,  and  I  have  conversed  with  learned  men  front  France  and  other  partd  nf 
Europe,  all  of  whom  happen  to  have  travelled  through  the  nnrtheni  and  inn'! 
health;  parts  of  -Mexico.  The  European  report,  on  the  one  hand,  an  a^tul- 
tnral  country  superior  to  the  best  parts  of  France  and  Italy,  and  also  of  enr- 
passing  mineral  wealth ;  while  the  Americans  on  the  other,  pronounce  it  a  grtt- 
ing  imd  cattle  country  to  which  even  the  blue  giK^a  regions  of  Kentnchy  an<! 
Tennessee  ere  not  to  be  compared. 

The  mountains  abound  with  mmcrals,  the  woods  with  game,  and  the  fon^-i 
with  the  finest  of  timber — with  the  most  exquisite  dye  and  ornamental  wfxul- 
— gums  and  spices,  drugs  and  medicinal  plants  of  rare  virtues. 

Gcnemls  Price  and  Shelby  of  Missouri,  Governor  Harris  of  Tennessee,  hdl 
Judge  Perkins  of  Louisiana,  with  a  nnmber  of  their  friends,  have  gone  to  eia 
■  mine  the  country  about  Cordova. 

They  are  delighted  with  it — they  intend  to  make  it  iheir  home.  The  railnr 
hence  to  Vfra  Cruz  pafsea  through  it.  The  land  ia  superb.  It  is  sold  by  tbi' 
government  to  immigrants  at  one  dollar  the  acre,  to  be  paid  for  in  five  eqna! 
annual  inntalmenta. 

Generals  Hardeman  and  Terry,  with  others  from  Texas,  are  eqoally  will 
pleased  with  Jalisco,  They  are  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  haciendas  ihw 
sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  with  land  a  settlement  to  he  made  up  "I 
themselves,  their  old  neighbors  and  friends. 

The  Uev.  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Missouri,  has  already  commenced  a  fine  eetttemirD: 
on  the  Uio  Verdi,  in  San  Luis  Potosi.  He  and  his  comrades  have  gone  int> 
the  cultivation  of  cotton,  corn  and  tobacco. 

The  representative  of  large  capital,  Mon!>.  Dousdebes,  has  a  grant  for  e?til'- 
lishing  a  colony  from  France  and  ^pain  on  the  shores  of  Matamoras. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  England,  equally  well  supported,  has  engaged  to  estabti^ba 
number  of  colonists  between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  capital,  and  a  ship-load  of  Ku- 
ropean  immigrants  have  just  arrived  in  Yutacan  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  srtti^ 
ment  in  that  fine  peninsula-  They  have  been  received  with  ovations  by  tb'- 
good  people  there. 

A  disposition  equally  favorable  towards  immigration  is  manifested  in  varli-u- 
other  parts  of  the  country. 

Patriotic  citizens  have  stopped  forth  at  the  call  of  liis  majesty  and  offff-: 
their  own  private  lands,  many  of  them  upon  the  most  favorable  terms  for  o'\-  ■ 
nization. 

Mr.  Jimincs  inritea  five  hundred  European  families  to  his  estates  in  Dorac.- 
offering  them  each  a  house  and  lot,  rent  free,  a.  weekly  allowance  of  pron*io!i- 
without  charge,  and  a  guarantee  of  work  at  fair  wages  for  five  years.  At  ih 
end  of  that  time  he  further  promises  a  gratuity  of  515,000  to  the  communi!) 
and  a  present,  to  each  family,  of  a  yoke  of  oxen. 

Mr.  Gil,  of  Gua(hil:ijam,  invites  twenty  Belgian  families  to  his  highly  improii- 
and  well  Ptocked  hacienda,  ofiering  them  one  halfof  it  for  cultivation  on  sbnr<  - 
he  finding  the  stock,  seed,  and  cattle,  and  the  colonists  tbc  labor.  He  oflVr- 
als.)  flocks  and  herds  from  which  to  breed,  on  halves. 

Other  enlightened  and  liberal- minded  land  owners  of  the  empire  have  offer  ■. 
their  eataleii  for  colonization  on  terms  equally  liberal. 

Many  false  impressions  have  taken  root  abroad  about  Mexico  and  the  Ue.t.- 
cans.     These  operate  greatly  to  our  disadvantage,  inasmuch  as  they  are  slum 
hling  blocks  in  the  mind  of  the  stranger,  and  tend  to  discouragA  imnugralion. 
The  world  knows  Mexico  as  a  conntry  that  for  the  last  half  a  eentory  bar 
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beeu  tocaed  by  revolution.  Manr.  lisKning  to  the  stories  of  her  troubles,  and 
the  tales  of  her  calamities  as  told  by  ber  enemies,  have  coir.c  to  regard  the  whole 
land  as  a  "  God -forsaken  country,"  ii:babited  by  a  bigoted,  illiberal,  and  in- 
hospitable people ;  while,  in  fact,  no  part  of  the  world  can  boast  of  a  moie 
refined  society  or  a  more  elegant  hospitality  than  that  which  is  to  be  found  in 
certain  parts  of  the  empire. 

The  Mississippi  valley,  even  iu  its  palmiest  days,  could  not  boast  any  plan- 
tation that  could  compare  in  baionial  splendor,  lordly  magnificence,  and  princely 
hospitality  with  your  Jleiican  hacienda  that  has  escaped  the  ravages  of  war. 
The  halls  of  some  of  thera  are  large  enough  to  entertain  and  have  entertained 
several  hundred  guests  for  weeks  at  «  time. 

On  some  of  these  yon  will  find  well-appointed  schools  for  the  education  of  the 
children  of  the  dependents,  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietor,  churches  built  and 
chapels  maintained  from  the  same  munificent  bounty ;  hospitals  erected  for  the 
sick,  the  old  BCrvants  pensioned,  and  all  the  operations  of  the  estate  carried  on 
apoD  a  scale  and  with  expenditures  followed  by  remunerative '  revenues  such  as 
but  few  farmers  in  Virginia  or  France  can  boast  of. 

But  all  parts  of  the  country  are  not  so. 

For  more  than  fifty  years  Mexico  has  been  constantly  torn  by  faction  or 
scourged  by  war,  and  she  has  reaped  abundantly  of  the  harvests  which  always 
epiing  from  such  seeds — forced  loans  and  contributions  upon  the  rich,  grievous 
burdene  upon  the  poor,  the  spirit  of  enterprise  in  many  departments  of  the  em- 
pire well  nigh  crushed  out  of  the  people,  the  indnstrial  energies  of  entire  regions 
paralyzed,  and  capital  itself  frightened  off  into  its  hiding-places. 

Such  a  state  of  things,  long  eonlinutd,  in  any  country,  is  sore  to  be  followed 
by  a  general  absenteeism  from  their  estates  of  the  large  land  owners.  This  is 
eminently  the  case  in  Mexico. 

The  efiect  of  this  abBCnteeiem  is  expressed  upon  the  landscape,  and  proclaimed 
by  deserted  mansioDS,  neglected  plautations,  and  other  signs  of  ruin  and  decay, 
ID  tones  that  fall  sadly  upon  many  a  heart.  Many  of  these  fine  estates,  with 
the  walls  of  their  noble  old  ninnsiuns  stdl  standing,  arc  now  ofiered  far  sale  and 
Bcltlement  at  prices  varying  from  a  few  cents  to  a  few  dollars  per  acre.  They 
arc  in  the  most  choice  parts  of  the  country ,,aud  would,  if  restored  to  cultivation, 
embellish  the  land  with  a  beautiful  mosaic  of  the  mr)gt  lovely  garden  spots  that 
the  world  ever  saw. 

With  the  immigrant  coming  to  Mexico  it  is  not  as  with  the  emigrant  bound  to 
the  "far  West"  in  the  United  States.  There  he  goes  to  reclaim  from  the  wilder- 
ness. Here  lie  comes,  for  the  most  part,  to  reclaim  from  ruin  and  the  ravages 
of  war.     Plantations  that  were  once  garden  spots  invite  his  coming.     He  may 

Eitch  his  tent  on  the  verge  of  highly  callivaled  districts  fiom  which  he  can  draw 
is  snpplies  until  the  bountiful  earth,  yielding  to  his  own  good  husbandry,  shall 
yield  him  of  her  increase.  And  this  the  soil  of  Mexico,  under  climates  that 
have  DO  winter,  will  do  in  two  or  three  months. 

One  of  the  finest  haciendas  of  the  wasted  districts  is  now  on  sale.  It  was 
abandoned  some  six  or  eight  years  ago  in  consequence  of  a  revolution,  the  pro- 
prietor died,  and  it  has  not  since  been  restored  to  cultivation.  It  yielded  a 
rrgular  annual  prolit  of  not  loss  than  S130,000.  The  dwelling-house  alone  cost 
S200,O0U.  This  hacienda  is  large  enough  to  accommodate  forty  or  fit^y  families 
with  farms  of  one  thousand  acres  each,  It  can  now  be  had  for  Irss  than  So  tlic 
acre,  and  after  the  first  payment,  on  long  time  to  suit  purchasers. 

Other  haciendas  that  are  open  to  the  choice  and  selection  of  the  immigrant 
are  much  larger. 

Two,  containing  each  more  than  3,000  square  miles,  have  been  offered  by  the 
proprietors  for  colonizatioo. 

1  know  of  no  country  in  which  the  land  is  held  by  so  few  and  in  such  large 
tracts. 
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This  also  has  produced  marked  effects  apoa  tne  nitioa;  it  appears  to  have 
deprived  Mexico  entirely  of  what  other  countriea  coaeider  their  "  bone  aod 
aitiew" — their  ooble,  enterprising,  energetic,  bard-workiog  middle  claasea. 

Some  political  economista  divide  societf  in  Mexico  into  bat  two  claswf — the 
upper  aud  the  lower — and  Out  of  a  population  of  8,000,000  of  people,  more  thu 
7,000,000  arc  said  to  belong  to  the  latter. 

The  BtuteameQ  of  thij  country,  with  the  emperor  ia  their  lead,  desire  to  hetl 
the  breach  rapidly.  For  this  purpose,  foreign  labor,  capital,  and  skill  have  be« 
invited  to  our  shores.  Many  good  men  of  the  country  took  upon  immigratioii, 
on  a  large  scale,  as  the  readiest  and  best  means  of  restoring  the  equilibriam  of 
the  claescB,  and  uf  giving  to  this  country  and  its  institntions  that  stability  ud 
force  which  are  so  essential  to  the  full  development  of  its  vast  powers,  capa- 
bilities, and  resources. 

Hence  the  encouragement  that  is  nov  offered  to  immigrants. 

This  country  is  now  in  a  better  state  to  receive  imniigrants  than  it  has  bea 
for  many  years. 

The  empire  is  daily  gnining  ground,  Btrenglh,  and  sapport,  and  (he  mod 
organization  figainst  it  broken  up  into  factions,  its  head  aud  leader,  £x-Preeideiit 
Juartz,  having  left  the  country. 

But  now,  with  the  duwn  of  a  happy  era  of  peace  at  laet  before  her,  Ufim 
af:er  half  a  century  of  continued  change  and  revolution,  finds  herself  in  an  ex- 
hausted state,  and  the  immigrants  who  wish  to  cast  their  lots  with  her  aQspicioiu 
future  must  bring  with  them  something  mure  than  brawny  arms  and  stout  oearU. 
They  must  not  forget  those  appliances  of  industry,  those  labor-saving  nuchinci 
and  improved  modes  of  husbandry  which  scieDtiGc  skill  and  mechanical  lagf 
nnity,  under  the  blessings  of  stiible  government  and  long-cominued  peace,  have. 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  brought  to  such  perfection. 

There  is  room,  with  encouraging  procpects,  for  mechanics  and  artisaoB  of  »1! 
sorts,  as  well  as  for  ogricul  ural  labor  and  sciuotitic  skill.     Roads  are  to  be  [^ 

E  aired  and  made,  bridges  restored,  millif — giist  and  saw — to  be  erected,  dwe!liii|- 
ouses  to  be  repaired  ur  built ;  muchine  shops,  and  all  those  establishmenta  wbicb 
are  so  es^entidl  in  the  agricultural  economy  of  other  countries,  will  also  be  ei- 
tfnsivf  ly  required. 

Immtgratita  who  come  to  Mexico,  from  whatever  country,  will  be  wannlj 
welcomed  in  many  piirts.  They  will  meet  with  oo  open  hostility  anywhere. 
except  from  ihi  bHiida  of  the  lawless. 

To  resist  theni,  and  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  all  those  conveniences— sac^ 
aa  mills  and  other  estitblishments  jurt  alluded  to,  and  which  every  well-ordertJ 
agricultural  community  n-quires— it  ix  desirable  that  the  immigrants  iliQiiU 
come  io  bodies  and  form  settlements  of  their  own. 

Looking  to  this,  the  decree  of  September  5  invests  them  with  a  semi-miliur}' 
organization,  and  they  are  expected  to  be  able  to  defend  their  setlleoKoU 
against  robbers,  who,  however,  rarely  attack  where  resistance  is  expected. 

Protestants  will  be  drawn  icito  communities  alrio  for  the  sake  of  school)  aiU 
churches.  Moreover,  public  intrTi'StH  require  that  each  settlement  shoald  bt 
Urge  enough  fairly  to  develop  the  whole  system  of  domestic,  social,  and  agri- 
cultural economy  of  the  country  wlii-nci!  tlie  settlers  came. 

For  this  pni'pose,  ejicb  setih  m"nt  should  be  large  enough  to  support  saw  tai 
grist  mills,  uiiiyards,  blacki^miLhs,  wbi-etwiights,  and  the  various  other  arlisu' 
and  machinists,  «ba,  in  the  pursuit  of  their  calling,  contribute  to  the  rcql]tr^ 
ments  of  modern  agriculture,  witii  all  of  its  improvcraeois. 

There  is  still  another  reason  why  iinmigranu  from  all  except  Spanish  coan- 
triuf  should  form  thcmr'elves  into  seillementa  of  their  own,  and  that  reason  biwe 
of  language.  A  farmer  cuniti>g  to  M<-xico,  ignorant  of  the  language,  ignorant  of 
tlie  custome  of  the  cnuntr\i  aud  of  the  rate  of  wages,  and  settling  down  aniong 
Beighhora  all  speaking  in — to  him — an  nnknown  tongue,  wonld  find  himself 
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surroanded  by  embarraeHineiits,  none  of  which  wonid  exist  in  a  aettletnent  made 
up  of  hie  old  neighbors,  kinsmen,  and  friends. 

It  would  be  well,  therefore,  for  each  colony  to  bring  with  it  a  large  portion  of 
its  own  labor. 

The  lands  of  Mexico  have  never  been  surveyed,  nor  line  there  bet-n,  until  now, 
a  land  office. 

The  consequence  is  that  the  government  cannot  tell  which  lands  are  public 
and  which  private,  and  though  the  chief  of  the  laud  office  is  vigorously  at  work 
organizing  surveying  parties,  and  sending  them  forth  into  the  field,  it  is  found 
that  lands  sufficient  to  receive  the  coming  tide  of  immigration  cannot  be  surveyed. 
mapped,  and  brought  into  market  for  some  time  yet.  Therefore,  it  is  recom- 
mended to  those,  both  in  Europe  and  the  United  States,  who  desire  to  come  now 
to  Mexico,  to  form  themselves  into  companies,  coneiating  of  not  less  than  twenty* 
&ve  families  each.  Then,  while  those  at  borne  are  making  tbeir  preparations, 
let  their  pioneera  come  to  Mesicn  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  hacienda  or 
other  lands,  and  of  making  ready  to  receive  the  rest. 

To  those  wlio  will  thus  come  now,  with  tbeir  familiea,  and  form  settlements 
sufficient  to  call  into  play  all  the  industrial  appliances,  consisting  of  macbinciy, 
shops,  and  implements  connected  witli  agricUttnre  in  its  most  improved  state,  and 
calculated  to  serve  as  so  many  centres  of  agricultural  improvement  in  the  country, 
special  enconragement  is  held  out. 

They  are  invited  to  send  forward  their  agents,  who  will  receive  qll  the  infor- 
mation that  the  office  of  colonization  can  give,  and  every  facility  that  it  con  throw 
in  their  way,  as  to  the  most  desirable  parts  of  the  country  in  which  to  settle — 
the  choicest  localities,  and  the  cheapest  and  best  lands,  &c. 

Having  made  their  own  selections,  the  government  will  then,  in  case  they  re- 
quire it.  lend  them  pecuniary  assistance  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  establish 
tnernselvea  in  tbeir  new  homes,  and  get  fairly  under  way. 

M.  F.  MAURY,  Imperial  Commiistener. 

OrvtcE  OK  Colonization, 

Ao.  13  CalU  SaH  Juan  Lelran,  Mexico,  Nocemher  IS,  1865. 


[Encloiitre  No.  C] 

City  of  Mkxico,  February  9,  I8CG. 
Hy  Dbau  Fhibxu  :  Presuming  a  letter  from  a  live  rebel  that  never  surren- 
dered, and  who  preferred  exile  to  degradation,  regardless  of  the  acta  of  other 
rebels  to  the  contrary,  it  is  with  pride  and  pleannre  I  take  this  means  of  address- 
ing you,  and  acknowledging  my  deep  sense  of  gratitude  for  acts  of  persinaal 
kindness  received  at  your  hands  by  my  wife  and  children  while  I  served  in  the 
army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  and  which  will  doubtless  in  the  meas- 
ure of  time  assume  her  separate  existence  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  I 
can  only  give  yon  a  very  brief  outline  of  family  incidents  since  my  wife  parted 
with  you  at  St.  Louis  on  the  3d  March,  1865,  when  she  received  Special  Or- 
der No.  58,  paragraph  10,  and  which  I  shall  very  cheerfully  bequeaUi  as  a  leg- 
acy to  my  children  and  impress  upon  their  minds  the  duty  they  owe  to  God  and 
the  land  that  gave  them  birth  to  resent  it  to  the  full  extent  of  extermination  of 
the  government  from  whose  antbority  the  order  emanated.  I  met  my  wife  and 
children  at  Gamden,  Arkansas,  on  the  26th  March;  on  the  2d  April  1  left  Cam- 
den and  conveyed  them  through  the  worst  roads  and  weather  you  ever  saw,  to 
Falton  ;  thence  to  Clarksville,  Texas  ;  thence  to  Paris,  where  I  arrived  on  the 
17th  April,  and  was  there  detained  until  the  2d  May,  waiting  to  obtain  convey- 
ance for  my  family  to  leave  them  with  my  brother-in-law  at  San  Antonio,  which 
Elace  1  did  not  reach  until  th«  36tb  May,  intending  to  return  to  my  command  ; 
n't  on  reaching  that  place,  having  sufficient  evidence  that  the  army  had  dis> 
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banded,  and  Laving  witncased  luid  known  en  tnnch  diabolical  cruelty  and  iohn- 
manityof  tlie  federal  government,  I  resolved  to  continue  my  jonrne;  to  tbis  cabii- 
try  and  abandon  tbe  God-forsaken  landof  the  eo-called  United  States — aayoo  ur 
well  aware  tbat  the  word  united  ie  only  a  name  and  not  a  fact.  I  lefl  S^a  An- 
tonio with  my  family,  and  arrived  at  Monterey  on  the  21flt  June,  where  I  went 
into  the  commission  bnaineEs  and  remained  there  until  the  19th  NoTetober, 
when  I  left,  and  arrived  witli  my  family  at  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  19th  Jan- 
uary, 1866,  and  nnleae  I  change  my  mind  eliall  proceed  to  Cordova,  aome  sixty- 
five  miles  from  Vera  Cruz,  where  I  ahall  locate  and  cultivate  coffee,  tobacco. 
&c.  It  is  estimated  from  the  experience  of  others  that  five  yean,  with  tbf 
cultivation  of  about  eighty  to  one  hundred  acres  in  coffee,  will  make  any  miii 
with  ordinary  skill  ana  attention  become  immensely  wealthy.  There  is  ak< 
about  300  different  varieties  of  tropical  fruits,  and  never  without  vegetable 
at  any  season  of  the  year.  The  climate  is  delightful,  and  from  a  strange  &ct. 
tbat  in  the  apace  of  ten  leagnea  you  can,  by  selection  of  a  slope  of  table-Iandi. 
realize  any  dimate  you  may  desire.  The  climate  of  this  city,  is  from  ita  great 
height,  dry  and  salubrious,  bat  very  light ;  it  is  quite  warm  ^1  tbraafrh  Decem- 
ber, January,  and  February — Missouri  fall  heat ;  since  21st  May  up  to  preseoi 
time,  I  have  experienced  less  inconvenience  from  heat  than  I  have  in  MissoDii 
in  the  months  of  Jaly  and  August.  House  rent  in  this  city  is  rsther  bighi  I 
pay  $25  per  month  for  six  rooms,  and  every  bonse  couvenience,  water-closcL 
Sec.  Wc  have  at  this  time  green  peas,  tomatoes,  cabbage,  tuTuipe,  beets,  car- 
rots, sweet  potatoes,  Irish  potatoes,  turkeys,  eggs,  chickens,  fresh  beef,  pork, 
bananas,  oranges,  lemons,  and  one  hundred  other  different  varieties  of  fmit- 
and  vegetables,  fresh  and  in  abundance  at  this  lime,  and  cheap.  At  first,  on  ac- 
count of  the  language,  my  wife  thought  she  never  would  like  to  live  in  the  coiid- 
try,  hut  necessity  soon  forces  a  person  to  learn  to  speak  it.  We  have  a  femik 
servaut,  Mexican,  we  pay  five  dollars  per  month.  On  the  21st  Jannary.  al 
11.40  a.  m.,  my  wife  was  eafely  delivered  of  a  fine,  healthy,  rebel  child,  a  liulr 
girl,  whom  we  have  named  Garlotta,  after  the  empreae  of  Mexico,  and  deserredly 
so.  because  she  has  been  and  still  is  the  true  friend  of  true  confederates.  Both 
my  wife,  Snsey.  Bartlett  and  Garlotta,  are  all  well  and  in  fine  health.  Bartletl 
has  grown  to  be  a  very  iSne  boy,  and  has  learned  to  speak  Spanish  better  than 
his  mother  or  myself.  There  appears  to  be  very  little  known  of  this  conntry 
in  tlie  United  States,  or  other  countries — concerning  its  interior  mineral  and  ag- 
ricultural wealth ;  it  is  far  beyond  anything  I  ever  before  conceived  of,  lod  I 
must  eay  I  have  been  very  agreeably  disappointed.  I  was  sorry  to  see  and  wit- 
ness ao  many  confederates  come  to  Mexico  with  wrong  and  improper  motives : 
some  imagined  that  they  would  be  forthwith  installed  into  some  fat  office.  like 
Commodore  Bfanry,  and  because  they  were  not,  and  not  being  disposed  to  adapt 
themselves  to  temporary  inconvenience,  would  not  labor,  and  to  their  sbaiM 
went  back  to  the  dis-United  States,  like  a  dog  returning  to  hid  vomit ;  wheteu 
bad  they  been  patient,  and  not  tried  to  force  things  whether  or  no,  they  would, 
by  settling  in  colonies  of  twenty-five  and  fifty  families,  as  is  now  the  case  u 
Cordova,  Bio  Verde,  and  other  places — they  would  alt  have  done  well  and  bea 
of  mutual  assistance  to  each  other.  The  only  temptation  that  I  or  any  of  ny 
family  could  have  to  return  to  the  Slates  would  be  on  the  occasion  of  a  war 
with  any  other  power  on  earth,  and  that  of  the  federal  government,  in  whick 
event  you  may  expect  to  see  me  in  the  service  of  tbat  army,  whatever  amy  il 
may  be. 

At  present  I  know  of  no  country  that  can  offer  as  many  indncements  to  in- 
telligent agricidtural,  mechanical,  or  other  men  of  sound,  sober,  practical  busi- 
ness capacities,  as  Mexico,  notwithstanding  all  that  random  writers  have  said  to 
the  contrary ;  but  I  mast  be  candid  with  you,  that  Englishmen  and  Amerifsns 
most  settle  in  colonies  of  from  fifteen  to  one  hundred  families,  otherwise,  by  scat- 
tering, isolated  few  by  themselves,  they  actually  become  lost  for  any  good  par- 
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poBc  to  themselves  or  their  race,  and  eveiy  coIodj,  however  small,  must  have 
within  themselvea  their  proper  quota  of  the  common  trades  of  life,  partlcalarly 
blacksmiths,  wagon  makers,  carpenters,  See.  In  point  of  climate  and  natnriil 
good  health,  I  prefer  that  of  Mexico  to  any  port  of  the  States.  There  are  a 
great  many  Americans  and  English  in  buaincss  in  this  city,  and  they  have  all 
grown  rich. 

I  can,  upon  the  information  I  have  derived  from  my  wife,  on  the  snbject  of 
one  article  of  trade,  soap  and  its  mannfacture  here,  according  to  the  patent  mode 
which  she  says  was  offered  to  yon  at  St.  Lonia  for  county  rights  in  Missouri  for 
sale,  guarantee  to  yon  an  independent  fortune  iu  eighteen  months,  if  you  will 
purchase  the  right  from  the  patentee  for  all  of  Mexico ;  and,  if  you  desire,  I  will 
engage  in  the  business  with  yon  to  our  matual  interests  and  profit.  I  feel  deeply 
and  personally  interested  in  this  matter,  and  wish  to  hear  from  you  immediately 
on  the  subject.  Common  browasoap,  but  good,  sells  here  retail  at  1S|  cents  per 
poQod.  You  hod  better  come  at  once  to  Vera  Cruz  as  an  immigrant,  and  bring 
the  necessary  machinery  to  make  the  soap  with  yon,  and  it  will  be  admitted  free 
of  duty.  Let  me  hear  from  you  at  once,  or  if  you  will  not  come,  procure  the 
the  agency  of  the  patentee  for  the  whole  of  Mexico  ibr  mc,  and  I  will  put  it 
through,  stating  rate  per  cent.,  commission,  Sec. 

The  railroad  from  Vera  Cruz  to  this  city  will  be  completed  in  three  months ; 
tel^raph  is  now  in  working  order  all  through  ;  common  castings  sell  here  at 
37^  per  pound. 

With  kind  regards  and  best  wishes  of  my  wife,  self,  and  little  ones,  I  am 
your  friend,  faithfully, 

BEN  J.  CROWTHER. 

Mr.  J.  Calvin  Littbbll. 

P.  S. — I  wish  yon  to  write  to  old  man  William  Cogswell,  sr.,  to  send  yon  my 
box  of  book*,  in  his  care,  and  I  shall  be  under  many  obligations  to  you  to  for- 
ward the  same  to  me,  care  of  Snowden  R.  Andrews,  at  Vera  Crua ;  cr  if  yon  will 
come,  OS  I  wish  you  to  do,  bring  it  with  you.  Qivcour  best  regards  to  all  our 
friends.  We  will  have  a  colony  at  Cordova  of  about  one  hundred  families  this 
spring  and  they  are  all  good  Ttbi,  B.  C. 

Direct  your  letters  to  me  as  follows  ;  Benj.  Crowther,  en  careo  de  los  enres, 
F.  A.  Lohse  &  Sons,  No.  £  colle  del  Espiritn  de  Santo,  cindad  de  Mexico. 

[The  envelope  was  marked  as  follows :  J.  Calvin  Littrell,  box  275,  St.  Lonis, 
Mo.,  or  care  of  Wm.  H.  Stephens,  esq..  Fourth  street,  St.  Lonis,  Mo.] 


[Enclomre  No.  7.] 

Ofpici:  OoLonizATtoN,  13  SA^  Juan  de  Lbtban, 

Mtxico,  February  17, 1866. 
SlB :  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  24th  December  last,  I  beg  leave  to  forward  yon 
enclosed  some  information  relative  to  Mexican  immigration  and  Mexico. 

As  yet  no  funds  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  this  office  for  defrayiug 
the  expenses  of  immigrants  here.  The  policy  of  your  government  in  forbidding 
Mexican  colonization  agents  in  the  United  States  has  defeated  this  generoos  in- 
tention of  my  emperor. 

Very  truly,  RICHARD  L.  MAURY, 

8vb-Commi»twHer 
James  M.  Pa VNE, 

NathviUe,  Tenneiue. 
[For  enclosure  No.  8  see  enclosares  No.  9  to  No.  IS.] 

.c., Google 
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[Eocloaun:  Ko.  9.} 

Mexico,  March  3, 1866. 
Uy  UiiAR  Sir  ;  My  futber  has  juat  sailed  for  EogUnd  for  the  pnrporc  of 
retnrniDg  with  hia  family  to  Mexico  after  tlie  rainy  eeaBon,  in  October  next.  I 
will  forward  your  letter  just  received,  of  tbe  21at  of  January,  to  hiin  there.  He 
will  be  delighted  to  bear  from  you,  for  your  name  ie  oftt^o  on  his  lips.  Hb  ad- 
dresB  is  "Care  of  Rev.  F.  W.  Tremlett,  the  Parsonage,  Belsize  Square,  Ijondnn. 
N.  W." 

I  enclose  you  a  circular  letter  of  bis,  which  I  am  sure  you  will  read  with  in- 
terest. It  was  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hawkea,  of  New  York,  in  answer  to 
one  from  him,  expreseiag  a  desire  to  immigrate,  and  to  learn  something  nf  tb«' 
country  of  Mexico  before  leaving  his  home  in  New  York. 

I  hope  that  yon  will  consider  that  both  myself  and  my  office  are  entirely  at 
your  service  to  render  you  any  aid,  assistance,  or  information  that  we  can.  or 
that  you  may  desire. 

I  hope  in  a  few  months  to  have  published  a  little  work  on  Mexico,  which,  m 
view  of  the  accuracy  of  the  infoVmation  which  it  will  contain,  I  think  will  be 
very  well  received  by  those  of  tho  South  whose  attention  has  been  attracted 
towards  Mexico. 

Most  sincerely  and  truly, 

RICHARD  L   MAURY, 
Sub-Commusiottrr  of  Colonization,  late  G^onel  C.  S.  Army. 

W.  C.  S.  Vektbbss,  New  Orleant. 


[EoclOBure  Ko.  10.] 

Ofpicb  GoLO\rzATio\,  13  San  Juan  itu  Lbtban, 

Mtxico.  March  14,  1806. 
Sih:  Your  letter  of  January  30  baa  Juat  been  received.    Yon  may  rely  upon 
the  encloacd  circular  as  accurate. 

The  indncemciita  offered  to  immigraute  by  imperial  decree  are  exemption  from 
taxation,  military  conecriptiou  for  n  term  of  years,  from  tbe  payment  of  all  oi 
any  import  dues  on  personal  cfiects  or  farming  utensils,  religious  liberty,  and  > 
grant  of  land  of  640  acres  to  married  men  or  3^0  to  singlt-,  either  gratis  or  at  1a« 
r.itea  and  accommodating  terms. 
Very  truly, 

RICHARD  L,  MAURY. 
Suh-Commitiioner,  late  Colonel  C.  S.  Armg. 
Rrubsx  Hbbndon,  Galve*iim,  Texai. 


[Knclosure  No.  II.— From  the  New  Votk  Tribime,  JuneS^t,  1666] 

Vbra  Cruz,  Jmiu  6.  im6. 
The  hopes  tlie  confederate  emigrants  to  Mexico  had  entertained  of  an  exten- 
sive settlement  in  that  country  under  the  paternal  hand  of  a  much  admired  and 
praised  monarch,  as  they  tbemaclves  designated  Maximilian,  are  at  an  end.  Tbe 
Cordova  colony,  founded  by  General  Price  and  Judge  Harris,  has  broken  np. 
Tbe  far-famed  city  of  Carlotta,  laid  out  by  tbe  former,  and  consisting  of  a 
house,  a  bam,  and  a  stable,  has  been  destroyed.  The  fields  of  coffee,  by  means 
of  which  Judge  Perkins,  of  Louisiana,  expected   to  retrieve  his  lost  fortnnn. 
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bave  been  ravaged ;  the  pineapple  ptnniB,  ouL  of  which  General  Price  wae  to 
distil  a  moBt  deliciouR  foarth-proof  brnndj,  have  been  uprooted  and  trampled 
upon  bj  the  boofj  of  tbe  gaerilleros'  mustangs ;  the  palm-roofed  shanties  under 
the  shelter  of  which  about  ooe  hundred  aoutheni  emigrants  have  sought  a  ref- 
uge have  been  burned  to  the  ground,  and  their  inmates,  homeless  and  penniless, 
compelled  to  fly  to  the  city  of  Cordova  for  protection,  are  now  spriously  con- 
templating the  abandonment  of  ^Icxico  forever,  and  the  going  back  to  tlie  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  history  of  the  miBfortmies  of  the  Cordova  colony  is  short  but  sugges- 
tive. In  the  month  of  Janonry  lost  several  confedemtc  settlers  had  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  ii  nnmber  nf  Indians,  or  peons,  for  a  certain  stated  amount 
of  labor,  which  the  latter  wore  bound  to  perform.  It  seems,  however,  that 
after  three  monthn  the  Indians,  becoming  disgustcrl  with  tiieir  bargain,  if  not 
with  their  employers,  refused  1 1  work  any  longer.  This,  of  course,  was  most 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  confederate  planters.  As  it  ivns  impossible  for 
them  to  find  laborers  anywhere  else,  the  withdrawal  of  their  field  hands  de- 
stroyed all  hopes  of  a  crop,  and  virtually  placed  them  in  a  worse  condition  than 
tbeyoccupied  at  the  outset.  In  this  predicament  they  decided  that  the  only 
way  to  save  themselves  from  utter  ruin  was  to  compel  these  Indian  laborers  to 
fulfil  their  contracts,  and  to  use  violence  in  ease  of  resistance.  They  went  to  a 
hamlet  a  few  miles  from  Carlotta  city,  and  there  tried  to  persuade  the  Indians 
to  come  back  to  the  field  and  resume  their  labors.  But  their  efiorts  were  of  no 
avail;  the  Indians  obstinately  declined  going.  Therenpon  the  confederates 
seized  tbe  Indians,  tied  their  hands  with  ropes,  and  driving  them  like  a  herd  ol 
cattle  back  to  their  fields,  forced  them  by  threats  and  blows  to  fulfil  their  eon- 
tracts. 

Tbe  liberals,  who  are  encamped  all  around  Cordova,  at  a  distance  ef  three 
to  five  miles,  were  no  sooner  apprised  of  this  fact  than  they  met,  to  the  number 
of  about  a  thousand,  and  decided  to  revenge  with  fire  and  sword  the  insult  upon 
their  countrymen.  They  came  by  night  upon  the  city  of  Carlotta  and  the 
farms  enrronnding  it,  entered  the  houses  of  tbe  settlers,  whom  they  surprised, 
carried  twenty-eight  of  them  away  as  hostages,  dispersed  the  rest,  burneii  sev- 
eral bouses  and  shanties,  and  robbed  all  they  could  rob.  The  liberals  spared, 
however,  the  homes  of  General  Price,  Judge  Ilarris,  Perkins,  and  others,  who 
had  shown  themselves  opposed  to  all  violence  against  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
try. These  gentlemen,  I  undejrstand,  are  actually  at  Cordova  with  their  fami- 
lies, under  protection  of  the  military  authorities  ;  they  have  abandoned  all  no- 
tion of  settling  'in  ilcxico  and  are  making  preparations  for  returning  to  the 
United  States. 

This  retaliation  of  the  Mexican  liberals  upon  the  confederates  occurred  at 
about  eighteen  miles  from  Cordova,  a  city  having  an  imperial  garrison  and  serv- 
iog  as  a  depot  to  the  railroad  company.  If  the  liberals  have  such  power  in  a 
place  which  is  under  the  entire  control  of  the  military,  I  leave  you  to  imagine 
what  their  influence  must  be  in  the  frontier  States,  remote  from  all  imperialist 
protection,  and  where  Maximilian's  means  of  action  are  essentially  limited.  Nor 
am  I  astonished  to  lean)  of  the  horrible  condition  of  that  State,  and  particularly 
of  Sonora.  Michoacan,  Coahuila,  and  others,  now  the  theatre  of  the  most  sav- 
age and  heart-rending  cruelties. 

THE  CONFEDRBATB  COL^.W  AT  CORDOVA. 

[Prom  the  Mexican  Times,  Juni;  If!.] 

The  colony  at  Cordova  has  sufiered  a  serious  interruption  at  the  liands  of 

liberals  or  robbers,  it  is  not  known  which,  but  bis  excellency  Marshal  Baziune 

has  given  such  orders  as  will,  it  is  Leiieved,  secure  the  settlers  in  future  ag^nst 

simitar  attacks.    We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  colonists  themselves  have  also 
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formed  au  organization  for  self-defence,  and  while,  from  the  limited  namber  vbn 
are  llins  organized,  the  protection  afforded  wil]  not  be  as  perfect  aa  could  be 
wished,  yet,  with  the  assistance  of  Cbe  military,  it  is  thonght  that  it  will  be 
effective  for  the  fotnrc. 

We  arc  glad  to  learn  from  those  of  onr  countrymen  who  have  lately  bad  bail- 
nesB  to  tranaact  with  his  excellency  Sr.  Somera,  minister  of  fomento,  in  tela- 
tion  to  immi^tion,  th^  there  is  as  much  activity  in  the  acqnieition  and  auinjf 
of  lands  for  colonization  as  havo  ever  been  known  on  the  part  of  the  govern- 
ment; that  the  policy  of  encouraging  immigration  is  earnestly  adhered  to,  sod 
tbat  many  and  very  desirable  lands  have  recently  been  obtained  for  ibat  par' 
pose.  Messrs,  Robert  lAurence,  Hordemsn  and  McCansland  hare  heea  em- 
ployed to  make  extensive  surveys,  and  already  there  are  several  efficient  par- 
ties in  the  field  engaged  in  this  operation. 


[KDi'losnre  No.  12.— Prom  tbe  Missouri  Bepublican.] 

COBDOVA,  Mexico.  Saturday,  December  K,  1865. 

Hy  Deab  Sib  :  Yoar  kind  and  mnch  esteemed  favor  of  the  10th  oltimo  vi6 
banded  me  a  few  days  since,  and  I  now  proceed  to  answer  it,  in  camp  and  with- 
ont  shelter,  but  upon  my  own  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  near  the  town  of 
Cordova  and  tbe  railroad  leading  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  Tbe 
lands  in  this  vicinity  are  not  surpassed  by  any  of  the  plate  lands  in  fertillly  of 
soil  and  in  the  finest  climate  I  ever  saw,  the  thermometer  never  above  ninety 
degiees  or  below  seventy,  and  in  fnll  view  of  mountains  covered  with  perpelnal 
snow.  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  say  that  as  soon  as  the  survey  was  com- 
pleted tbe  thirty  confederates  now  here  nnanimously  tendered  me  the  cboice  of 
sections.  I  think  I  have  made  a  jndidoua  selection.  I  have  donated  to  tW 
colonists  twenty-four  acres  for  a  town  site  on  a  rushing  stream  of  water  tni  bj 
a,  large  spring  of  excellent  water.  We  have  laid  off  the  ground  iuto  town  lob^ 
and  named  it  Carlotta,  after  the  Empress,  and  we  are  all  now  upon  ouiloU 
clearing  away  the  brush  to  erect  our  houses.  I  wrote  my  family  to-day  (o  yaa 
me  here  as  soon  as  they  can  raise  the  means  to  do  so.  I  cannot  think  of  re- 
taming  to  the  States  and  be  required  to  ask  pardon  for  the  acdon  I  took  tu  tlie 
struggle.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  with  the  part  I  took.  I  would  do  the  sunt 
again  under  similar  circumstances.  I  did  all  that  my  talents  enabled  me  to  do 
to  avert  the  calamity  of  war,  I  was  not  a  secessionist,  bnt  when  the  strug^ 
came  I  did  not  hesitate  to  take  tbe  side  of  the  South. 

I  pray  God  that  my  fears  for  the  future  of  the  South  may  never  be  realiied: 
bnt  when  the  right  is  given  to  the  negro  to  bring  suit,  testify  before  courts,  »Dd 
vote  in  elections,  you  all  had  better  be  in  Mexico. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the  stability  of  this  government ;  French  troops  ace  ai- 
riving  every  week,  and  the  marauding  bands  tbat  have  infested  the  country  f«( 
ages  past  are  fast  being  exterminated  ;  no  quarters  are  given. 

When  the  character  of  our  lands  is  well  nnderstood,  immigration  will  he* 
fixed  fact  under  any  circumstances,  and  tbe  finest  lands  that  can  now  be  pn>- 
cured  at  low  rates  will  command  large,  prices.  I  have  never  known  the  cnllivi' 
tion  of  lands  to  yield  such  large  profits.  My  neighbor,Mr.  Fink,  (aman  ofKi- 
eace,)  cultivates  eighty  (80)  acres  in  coffee  with  ten  bands,  and  sold  his  la*t  year'' 
crop  for  SX6,000.  His  coffee-field,  sbaded  with  every  variety  of  fruit  trees,  in 
fnll  bearing,  and  tbe  walks  fringed  with  tbe  pineapple,  is  the  most  beaiitiliil 
sight  I  have  ever  seen. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  friend,  truly, 

STERLING  PKICE. 


DiqilizecoyGoOglC 
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Nn.  150. 
Mr.  Sctuaril  to  irftor  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Sta-j  k, 

WaikiTtgtm,  Augvit  16,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  bonor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commnDicatioa  of 
the  3d  inBtant,  contaiaing  infortnatioD  with  regard  to  the  emigration  of  certtuu 
citizens  of  the  United  States  for  Mexico,  for  wliicli  be  pleased  to  receive  my 
thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  present  occaaion  to  renew  to  you  the  aBsnraiices  of  my 
most  distingnished  consideration. 

WIUJAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Do\  Matias  Rombbo,  4^.,  4<^.,  ^e. 


Seti»r  Romero  to  Mr.  Seieard. 
[Tranilstion.] 
Mbxica\  Lbuation  to  thr  United  Statbs  of  Ambbica, 

Wathingfon.  December  12,  1866. 
Mr.  Srchetary;  Continuing  the  tranamisaioQ  which  I  have  made  to  your 
department  of  the  documents  which  have  relation  to  the  project  of  establishing 
colonies  in  Uexico  of  discontented  citizens  of  the  sontbem  portion  of  the  United 
States,  engaged  in  sustaiuiog  the  uaurpation  of  the  Austrian  ex -archduke,  Don 
Fernando  Maximiliau,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  remit  to  you  two  letters,  with 
their  aDnexes,  addressed  by  Kicb&rd  L.  Maury,  called  sub-commixeioDer  of  colo- 
nization in  Mexico,  and  ex-colonel  in  tlie  army  of  the  confederate  States,  to  M. 
M.  Pettis,  of  Montgomery,  Alabama,  and  to  0.  Cr.  O'Neal,  of  Columbus,  Geor- 
gia, and  dated  the  5th  and  10th  of  April  of  the  current  year. 

I  gladly  avail  of  this  occasion,  Mr.  Secretary,  to  renew  to  you  the  Rsauranccs 
of  my  moat  dblingnisbed  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sbward,  ^.,  4^,  ^r. 


rFncleaura  No  1.1 

Oppicr  op  Colon  IK  atioiV,  13  San  Juan  db  Lrtran, 

Mexico,  April  5,  186fl. 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  February  12  has  just  been  received. 

The  agents  of  this  office  in  the  south  have  all  been  arrested,  and  required  to 
give  op  their  appointment.     Therefore,  no  transportation  can  be  fnmisbed  you. 

The  government  only  offers  lands  to  settlers.  Many  private  individuals  and 
companies,  however,  offer  aid  of  every  sort  during  the  £ret  few  years.  Mr. 
FomB  yon  will  find  exceedingly  kindly  disposed  towards  those  who  come  to  bis 
land.     (See  enclosed  circular.) 

Yon  will  do  most  wisely  to  bring  a  few  negro  laborers  with  yon.  They  must 
be  regularly  apprenticed  to  you,  for  not  leas  than  fivo  nor  more  than  ten  yeara. 
and  tbe  goremmenl  will  compel  them  to  observe  their  indentures  if  they  should 
be  disposed  to  run  away  befoie  their  time  is  nut. 
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As  a  No.  1  sonreyor,  you  would  have  very  good  chances  for  employment 
here.  Still  a  place  couM  not  be  kept  for  you,  because  as  tbe  demand  occars  it 
rauBt  be  Bupplied  at  once.  Still,  places  are  every  day  opening  up  for  those  who 
are  an  the  spot. 

Respectfully, 

lUCHAKD  L.  MAURY. 
Svb-CommiMioner,  late  Coiond  C.  S.  Armif. 
M.  M.  Pettis,  Montgomery,  Alahama. 


rEnctosare  Ko.  i.i 
LATEST  FROM  MBXICg. 

Arrival  nj' Musouriant. — Maximilian Jirmly  seated, — Ex-Gocfrnor  Alien  jmb- 
lithing  a  paper  in  Mexico. —  The  emigrants  and  their  colony. — Liberal  gramlt 
o/land. — The  grandwn  of  Ilurbidc  heir  to  the  throne.— Li»t  of  the  exilr: 

We  had  a  call  last  ntght  from  MeBsra.  R.  H.  Thomas  and  J.  M.  Lane,  of  Mis- 
eonri,  who  were  members  of  the  body-guard  of  Major  General  Sterling  Price. 
late  Confederate  States  army,  and  accompanied  him  *a  the  city  of  Mexico. 
They  determined,  after  so  doing,  to  retnm  to  their  homes,  and  started  September 
18,  going  by  stage  to  Paso  del  Macho,  and  thence  by  rail  to  Vera  Cmz,  arriving 
here  yesterday  on  a  sailing  vessel. 

These  gentlemen  report  the  conntry  somewhat  disturbed  by  guerillas,  but 
verv  firmly  in  the  possession  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  whom  they  regard  » 
highly  capable  of  making  Mexico  as  prospcrons  as  any  other  ruler  can. 

These  gentlemen  did  us  the  favor  to  bring  us  the  first  number  of  the  Mexican 
Times,  dated  September  IG,  which  they  were  iustrncted  by  the  distingntefaed 
editor  and  proprietor,  Giovernor  Henry  W.  Allen,  to  bring  to  us,  and  for  whidi 
we  thank  both  him  and  tbem.  Tbe  agents  for  tbe  Times  in  this  city  are  Heean. 
Nugent  &  Co.  Our  visitors  also  inform  its  that  tbe  Americans  who  had  emi- 
grated to  Mexico  are  about  to  settle  at  Cordova,  about  half  way  between  tbe 
cities  of  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz,  in  a  most  delightful  region,  very  rich  and  healthy, 
where  tropical  fruits  grow  wild,  and  where  the  best  cofiee  they  ever  drank  is 
prodnced.  It  has  a  sufficient  market  in  the  country,  and  is  never  carried  oat  of 
It  Grants  are  made  to  famillL-s  of  640  acres,  and  330  to  single  men.  Ex-(tot- 
emor  Allen,  our  informants  tell  os,  went  with  Oeneral  Price,  G-eoeral  Magnider, 
Commodore  Maury,  and  other  American  emigrants,  to  superintend  the  laying 
ont  of  tbe  lands  for  these  colonists. 

We  find  in  the  Times  the  important  statement  that  on  the  day  of  ita  iesue,  tLr 
independence  day  of  Mexico,  their  majesties  were  to  adopt  as  dieir  saccesaor  to 
the  throne  of  the  Mexican  empire,  Augostin  Iturbide,  two  years  of  age,  grandaoa 
of  the  lamented  emperor  of  that  name,  and  the  son  of  an  American  motber. 
Nothing  could  he  better  calculated  to  insure  tbe  emperor  the  love  and  confide«Me 
of  the  people  of  Mexico. 

We  append  an  extract  from  the  prospectus  of  tbe  Times,  to  show  what  is  its 
object.  From  this  we  must  donbt  much  that  Governor  Allen  at  present  thinks 
of  returning  to  this  State.     He  says  ; 

''  The  Times  will  advocate — 

"  1.  Immigration  and  progress — giving  full  and  accurate  descriptions  of  tbe 
ricb  lands  and  their  products,  the  valnable  mines  and  minerals  ana  the  varkne 
climates  of  Mexico. 

"  &.  Railroads  and  m an nfac tones,  and  internal  improvements  of  evety  kind. 

"  3.  Special  attention  will  be  given  to  arts  and  sciences,  to  polite  literstote, 
and  to  the  general  news  of  tbe  day,  foreign  and  domestic"     ,  -  , 
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Tlic  following  is  a  list  wbich  tbc^Times  gives  of  "cmigrautd  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  o^  strangerB"  risiting  Mexico : 

Sterling  Price,  Mieaonri:  J.  B.  Magroder,  Virgiata;  leliaui  G.  Harris,  Ten- 
nessee; E.  Clark,  Texas;  Trustcii  Toik,  Jo.  0.  Slielby,  MisBoiiri;  H  W.  Alien, 
H.  Dennis,  W.  A.  Broodwell,  Lonidiana ;  M.  F.  Manry,  Virginia  ;  J.  Perkins, 
Lonisiana  j  Heber  Price,  H.  M.  Duncan.  J.  I'.  Tucker.  Miaaouri ;  W.  P.  Harde- 
man, H.  P.  Bee.  M.  W.  Sims.  Texaa  ;  Geo,  Young.  E.  J.  Laurence.  C.  G  Jonea. 
J.  N.  Edwards,  Miaaonri ;  D.  C.  Ca-s,  Louisiana ;  W.  Yowell,  George  Hall, 
F.  M  Kepbart,  K.  A.  C'ollina.  Y.  11.  BlaeWwell.  J.  Terry,  J.  Morelaod.  T.  Bos- 
well,  W.  J.  McArthur.  J.  C.  Wood,  E.  Wood,  51.  M.  Laneborae,  F.  T.  Mitcbell 
and  family,  Miasonri  ;  Mr.  Wood  atid  wife,  Miaeouri ;  D.  W.  Boaldin,  Mieaouri  ; 
S.  Huokel,  Miitsouri ;  J.  Beard.Missoan;  W.  Bkidmore,  Kiesouri ;  H.  Tbomaa. 
Missonri ;  C.  51.  Wilcox,  Teniieastu  ;  R.  Joseph,  Misaoiiri ;  T,  Weeton,  Louiai- 
.tna  ;  H.  B.  Aclon,  Missouri  ;  J.  Donnhoc,  Catifomin;  I.  Reed,  Virginia;  T.  J. 
Divine,  TesM  ;  J.  Brown,  \orlh  Carolina;  SeBor  Conrow,  Sfiasouri;  Seilor 
O'Bannou,  Soutb  Carolina ;  Sefior  Kimmel,  Missouri ;  D.  Leadbettcr,  Alabama; 
Sefiot  Jones,  Texas ;  Sefior  Thompson,  H.  T.  Cbilds  and  family,  Miasouri ;  M. 
L.  Kiitser,  Missouri;  J,  S.  Kritser,  Miasouri;  T.  Whalen,  California;  J.  5L 
Meador.  T.  Collina,  W.  Fell,  B.  F.  Jonea.  J.  B.  Kirtley.  J.  B.  Conner,  G.  M. 
Winship.  J.  W^nrd.  Miaaonri  ;  E.  Lilly,  N.  T.  Fincher,  Texas ;  H.  McNamee, 
California;  R.  J.  Flynu,  R.  H.  S.  Thompson,  Louiaiaaa;  Seiior  Bartlett,  Mis- 
sissippi i  G.  Jlitchell,  J.  N.  Lane,  B.  H.  Lyon,  Kentucky  ;  J,  J.  Gaen-nlen,  Vir- 
ginia; T.  C.  Hindman,  Arkansas  ;  ,T.  H.  Brown  and  family,  J.  Brown,  P.  M. 
Brown.  H.  C.  Cook,  Texas  ;  Richard  Taylor.  Kentucky ;  O.  M.  Watkins,  Lou- 
isiana ;  T.  C.  Reynolds,  Missouri;  A.  Ridley,  California;  E.  Kirby  Smilh. 
Florida;  ,T.  N.  Martin.  J.  G.  Walker,  Missouri;  T.  0.  Moore.  Louisiana;  VV. 
Preston.  Senor  Roberts,  I'exas ;  Alfred  Mordecai.  North  Carolina. 

Of  the  abnre,  Judge  Divine,  of  Texas,  has  retnmed  to  San  Antonio,  where 
be  resided  as  Confederate  States  district  judge,  during  the  war.  Seiior  Roberts 
is,  we  presume.  Judge  Roberts,  formerly  of  the  State  supreme  court  of  Texas, 
and  colonel  late  Confederate  Stales  army  ;  W.  Preston,  of  Kentucky,  wa» 
United  States  minister  to  Spain,  and  a  general  in  the  late  Confederate  States 
army.  J.  (i.  Walker,  of  Missonri,  csptain  in  the  United  States  mounted  rifles, 
and  mnjor  general  Confederate  States  army,  commanding  district  of  Texas  just 
before  the  surrender  of  the  trans-Mississippi  department,  is  now  iu  England,  we 
understand,  and  deairous  of  rnming  back.  A.  Ridley  came  from  Galifurnia  with 
General  Siducy  Johniiton  ;  wa:"  a  major  of  a  Texas  cavalry  regiment ;  was  cap- 
tured in  the  attack  on  Donaldsonrille  by  Torn  Greene's  men.  in  1863,  and  was 
kept  a  prisoner  on  Johnson's  island,  returning  to  Texas  just  before  ita  aurrender. 
T.  C.  Reynolda  was  the  confedemle  governor  of  llissouri.  0.  M.  Watkina,  of 
Louisiana,  was  formerly  of  Alabama,  and  acri'i'd  with  Msgrnder  in  a  Louieiaua 
regiment  on  the  peninsula,  and  then  on  bis  atatf  in  Texas,  'iencral  T.  C.  Hind- 
man  was  understood,  several  months  before  Lee's  surrender — on  his  arrival  at 
Shreveport  from  Georgia,  after  Hood's  defeat — to  have  given  up  the  confederate 
canae  as  hopeleaa.  He  went  from  San  Antonio  to  Shreveport  and  thence  to 
Monterey.  J.  J.  Gaenslen  was  a  surgeon  in  the  old  army,  and  also  in  the  con- 
federate service,  with  Magruder,  and  then  with  Slaughter,  on  the  Rio  Grande. 
D.  Leadbetter  was  an  officer  of  the  old  army,  we  believe,  and  a  general  in  the 
Confidernte  Slate.s  service.  He  w;is  under  Kirby  Smith,  in  Texas,  but  a  short 
time  before  the  latter'a  surrender.  Seiior  O'Bannon,  of  South  Carolina,  was 
well  known  and  very  popular  in  thi'  nld  army.  He  served  gallantly  with  the 
Palmetto  regiment  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  waa  given  a  poaition  as  an  officer 
in  the  regular  infantry  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  waa  Bragg'a  chief  quirter- 
master  in  his  Kentucky  campaign,  and  as  Kirby  Smith's  chief  quartermaster 
was  noted  for  bis  energy  and  integrity.  He  once  kicked  a  man  down  stairs  in 
his  office,  at  Shreveport,  who  offered  bim  a  big  bribe.     We  heard  an  old  friend 
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of  bis  say  the  other  day,  tbat  O'Bannon  weut  to  Mexico  u  poor  u  a  clnreb 
mouse.  C.  M.  Wilcox  wae  ia  the  old  army,  and  a  well  known  general  in  Lee'i 
army.  Sterling  Price,  Manry,  Perkins,  of  Lonisiana,  JUagmder,  I.  G.  Hani*, 
Edward  Clark,  of  Texas,  Shelby,  of  Hisaonri,  Moore  and  Allen,  of  Loniuana, 
arc  too  well  known  to  need  any  showing  of  who  they  are.  Generals  W.  P. 
Hardeman  and  Ham.  Bee  are  old  Texas  names — the  former  one  of  the  few  left 
of  the  real  Texas  rangers  of  the  days  of  Jack  Hays  and  (rillespic. 

We  hope  yet  to  see  all  theae  gentlemen  retuiuing  to  their  former  homes  and 
country.  Tliose  who  stood  ao  well  the  bmnt  of  battle  and  revolution  for  what 
tbcy  deemed  a  right  principle,  owe  it  to  their  native  land  to  labor  aa  persiBtentl;r 
in  restoring  peace  and  prosperity  to  it,  after  the  stni^Ie  is  over.  Gonld  the; 
folliiw  a  nobler  example  than  I^e  and  Johnston  ? 

'  [Euclonira  No.  3.1 

Office  of  Couikization,  Mbxico, 

February  7,  I8ft>. 

Mv  Dbar  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter,  inquiring,  like  many  otbers.abMit 
Mi^xico,  with  the  view  of  making  it  their  home. 

You  know  its  geographical  features,  and  the  fame  of  its  mineral  wealth.  lit 
soil  is  of  nnsarpaased  fertility,  and  its  climate,  after  you  begin  to  ascend  the  table- 
land, is  OS  delicious  and  liealthful  as  the  heart  of  man  can  desire. 

The  emperor  is  ruling  wisely  and  mildly.  Their  majesties  are  belovwl  by 
the  imperialiata  and  respected  ttj  all.  They  move  as  freely  among  the  people 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  ever  did  in  days  of  yore 

The  empire  i»  continually  gaining  ground.  Enterprise  is  abroad  ;  many  works 
of  internal  improvement  are  already  under  way  and  about  to  be  commenced. 
Capital  is  leaving  its  hiding-places,  and  the  eolumns  of  the  newspiippr  press  *k 
daily,  and  for  months  have  been,  filled  with  the  names  of  liberals  who,  looking 
upon  the  empire  as  a  success,  and  their  cause  as  a  fiulure,  have  laid  down  iheir 
arms,  and  are  giving  in  their  adhesion. 

Property  and  life  are  daily  becoming  more  secure.  As  an  illustralioa,  tbf 
doors  of  the  house  in  which  I  live  are  without  locks  ;  nor  do  I  ever  t^ce  can 
even  to  shut  any  of  them  before  I  go  to  bed.  True  there  is  a  porter  below,  bnl 
the  building  is  an  old  convent,  inhabited  and  frequented  by  hundreds  of  people, 
who  are  not  barred  from  each  other  by  any  fastenings. 

The  impressions  abroad  about  Mexico  are  very  erroneous.  With  regard  W 
the  inquiries  in  behalf  of  onr  friends  who  desire  to  come  to  this  lovely  laud,  I 
have  to  say  they  can  find  desirable  locations  in  any  climate  they  please,  and 
suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  any  staple  they  prefer,  or  the  raising  of  any  kind 
of  stock. 

As  to  tlie  most  profitable  branch  of  agvieullur^I  industry,  that  varies  with  Ibe 
locality,  the  variation  depending  as  well  upon  the  convenience  and  circnmstaoctf 
of  the  market  aa  upon  geographical  conditions.  Owing  to  the  want  of  roade, 
navigable  rivers,  and  canab,  internal  transportation  is  tedions  and  expenuve, 
and  exportation  difficult.  Hence,  in  one  part  of  the  empire,  the  spectacle  bu 
not  been  unfreqnently  presented  of  breadstuffs  at  famine  prices,  while  in  a  uei^- 
boring  deportment  they  were  wasting  for  the  want  of  consumers. 

The  most  desirable  location,  therefore,  for  emigrants  who  are  "  well  to  do," 
(and  this  ia  the  class  that  vau*t  lead  the  way,)  ore  on  what  may  be  called  ibe 
intetlropical  belt  of  Mexico,  within  which  Cordova  and  Jalapa  are  i^ituated.  Tbi^ 
is  a  sort  of  steppe  or  slope,  tthicb  rises  from  tho  low  lands  of  the  coast  to  tbe 
various  climates  which  are  to  be  found  in  all  intertropical  latitudes  between  the 
heighta  of  from  2,000  to  4,000  f^et  above  the  sea.  Within  this  range  t>ie  cli- 
raatee  are  those  of  perpetual  summer;  they  are  healthy  and  delightful. 
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These  ttteppea  eDcircle  the  empire  on  the  eaet,  soutli.  and  west.  They  over- 
look the  v&lley  of  the  Ooatsacoalcos  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  on  one  aide,  anil  tlie 
Pacific  ocean  ou  the  other,  and  Abound  in  garden  spots  as  benutifal  ae  Kdcn 
iteeif,  and  as  einful  too  Cordova  and  Jalapa  are  suck  places  ;  they  are  in  sight 
of  the  Ben.  The  farmer  tliere,  and  at  many  otber  places,  may  reap  from  the  same 
field  two  or  three  cropa  annually,  with  an  increase  of  (breo  or  four  hundred  fold 
npon  the  seed  sown. 

In  the  coarse  of  the  present  year  a  railway  id  to  be  completed  from  each  of 
these  points  to  Vera  Croz,  which  will  bring  them  fairly  wllliin  the  domains  of 
foreign  commerce- 
Corn,  cotton,  coffee,  sugar,  and  tobacco  nil  do  well  here,  but  aa  a  rule  I  cju- 
Bider  coffee,  cotton,  and  tobacco  the  most  profitable  staples  of  cultivation,  because 
they  can  best  bear  transportation  and  stand  competition  in  foreign  markets, 

Kormerly,  and  before  the  country  began  to  be  tossed  and  vexed  liy  revolution, 
lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  these  two  cities  were  valued  at  from  S75  to  $100 
per  acre. 

Many  of  these  splendid  haciendas — some  of  them  large  enough  to  accommodate 
with  elegant  farms  ten  times  fifty  fnmilieif — were  broken  np  daring  the  revolu- 
tions, and  their  owners  compelled  to  seek  safety  elsewhere. 

They  have  fallen  into  rnin  and  decay  tbrongh  Mbsenteeism ;  and  now  that 
order  u  restored,  the  empire  gaining  groand,  and  the  internal  improvements  en- 
couraged by  the  wise  policy  of  the  emperor,  these  lauds  are  coming  into  demand 
a|^in.  But  present  owners  find  themselves  too  poor  to  repair  and  bring  them 
aoder  cultivation  again.  They  are  for  sale,  and  may  be  nought  at  from  two 
dollars  to  three  dollars  per  acre. 

These  abandoned  Haciendas  (and  they  are  to  he  found  in  all  parts  of  tlie  em- 
pire) arc  the  places  for  your  thrifty  American  farmers  to  eatablieb  tbemselve;. 
Let  them,  therefore,  send  out  their  head  men  to  select  a  place  for  the  whole  set- 
tlement, to  be  followed  immediately  by  their  young  men,  to  sow  and  plant  and 
build  and  repair,  and  make  ready  for  the  old  men,  tho  women,  and  the  children, 
and  others  to  follow  by  the  time  the  crops  are  ready. 

They  will  find  it,  at  first,  best  to  establish  themselves  in  villages,  as  well  for 
mutaal  convenience  as  for  protection  against  the  bands  of  lawless  marauders,  who 
are  ever  ready  to  ponnce  upon  the  solitary  farmer.  Immigrants  should  bring 
with  them  such  mechanics  as  are  required  to  satisfy  their  own  wants  and  neces- 
siries.  Tell  those  who  come  to  count  upon  all  the  BSiiii>tance,  every  facilityiand 
the  best  information  that  it  is  in  my  power  to  afford,  or  within  the  province  of 
this  o£Sce  t«  give. 

Id  the  norlhem  departments  the  vine  flourishes  well  and  the  wine  is  excellent. 
On  the  slopes  next  the  sea  cochineal  and  indigo  arc  cultivated  ;  drugs  oud  gums 
and  spices  collecled.  The  most  profitable  stock  raising  are  mules,  horses,  and 
goats.     There  is  room  for  much  improvement  in  the  breed  of  horses,  cattle,  and 

The  immigrant  is  allowed  free  exercise  of  religious  worship.  It  is  guaranteed 
to  him  both  by  an  ordinance  of  the  empire  and  a  dispensation  of  the  Pope.  He 
is  also  entitled,  on  entering  the  country,  to  a  free  duty  permit  for  all  of  his  cat- 
tle and  effects,  and  exemption  from  all  taxation  for  one  year,  and  from  military 
conscription  for  five  years.  He  is  allowed  to  bring  in  bis  arms  also,  and.  with 
his  neighbors,  to  form  a  sedentary  militia  for  mutiiol  defence  a'gainet  robbers, 
who  are  daily  becoming  less  bold.  But  he  may  not  bring  in  anything  for  sale, 
exchange,  or  barter  without  the  payment  of  full  duties. 

Id  tho  rural  districts  the  Indians  generally  are  honest;  indeed,  in  some  parts 
of  the  country  theft  among  them  is  nnknown.  They  are  a  gentle  and  docile 
race.  Simple  in  their  habits,  they  are  superstitious,  entering  zealously  into  all 
the  festivities  and  ceremonies  of  tne  church.  They  seem  not  to  care  to  earn  more 
tban-a  dollar  or  two  a  week,  and  when  they  have  done  this,  whether  by  two  or 
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three  days  of  labor,  tlicy  generally  etnp  work  and  frolic  till  tlieir  money  it  pax, 
when  they  are  ready  to  enm,  by  labor  in  the  field,  the  next  instalment.  Tbe 
Sabbatb  ia  not  mnch  observed  by  them  or  tlie  Mexicans  generally,  except  ast 
day  of  parade  and  pleasnre.  As  a  rule  the  wages  of  &rm  handa  are  paid  weekly 
in  cash,  and  at  tbe  rate  generally  of  from  twenty-fire  to  fifty  cents  a  day,  tlie 
laborer  finding  himself. 

Silver  is  thn  priucipal  circulating  medium.  Theie  are  also  gold  and  copper 
coins,  but  no  bank  notes. 

The  implements  of  husbandry  are  generally  rude,  and  agricnlture  by  no  mcaa^ 
in  a  high  state  of  improTcment.  Nevertheless  tbe  Indiana  and  the  mixed  clasu?. 
of  whom  there  are  about  seven  millions,  are  skilful  laborers  in  their  way.  Their 
mode  of  Imsbandry  is.  in  the  way  of  contrast,  eo  mnch  the  better  for  the  display 
br  the  Kuropoan  or  American  farmer  of  his  oxqaiaite  eikill,  and  of  the  TidoM 
of  hie  improved  implemente,  which  last  ho  can  bring  in  duty  free. 

It  is  not  advisable  at  present  for  immigrants  without  money  to  come  to  Mexico, 
unless  they  come  under  the  auspices  of  some  friend,  who  can  assist  them,  or  un- 
der the  care  of  some  one  of  the  various  companies  for  establishiug  coloniei  ibil 
have  been  recently  incorporated.  Some  of  these  propose  to  bring  the  innii- 
grauts  into  the  country  ;  to  furnish  them  with  land  ;  to  establish  them  on  iheir 
fiirms ;  to  subsist  them  for  a  while  ;  and  to  receive  a  certain  portion  of  iheit 
crops  for  the  loans  advanced  for  these  various  services  Many  who  have  foet 
means,  and  desire  to  come  in  companies  to  Uexico  and  establish  themselves  on 
some  of  these  fine,  but  abandoned,  Iiaciondas.  wish  lo  know  where  these  hacien- 
das are,  and  their  price. 

Answer.  In  almost  every  ]»arf ,  and  at  niiy  price,  from  a  few  cents  to  a  fw 
dollnre  the  acre. 

Of  coarse  the  prices  named  to  me,  though  moderate,  are  the  asking  prices. 

It  is  best  for  every  such  company  of  immigrants  to  send  some  of  their  nnm- 
ber  ahead  to  select  a  place,  and  bargain  for  it  themselves.  Bryant,  from  Arkan- 
sas, has  established  a  colony  in  Chihuahua.  Mitchell,  of  Missouri,  another  on 
the  Rio  Verde,  in  the  department  of  San  Luis  Fotosi.  Terry,  of  Texas,  auodier 
in  Jalisco. 

They  rent  at  first,  with  the  prinlege  of  purchase  in  the  mean  time  at  a  stauJ 

Then  there  is  the  fine  colony  of  Carlotta,  near  Cordova,  where  the  landj  were 
abandoned.  There  was  a  number  of  haciendas  in  that  neighborhood  that  were 
indebted  for  more  than  they  were  worth  tn  the  ch arch,  and  which,  by  tbe 
Juarez  government,  were  confiscated. 

These  have  been  ex -appropriated  by  the  emperor  and  applied  to  eol(mizatioB. 

These  lands  are  sold  to  immigrants  at  81  per  acre  in  five  eqanl  annual  instil- 
ments. Generals  Price  and  Shelby,  of  Missouri,  Governor  Harris,  of  TeoneM**. 
Judge  Perkins,  of  Louisiana,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holeman,  of  Missouri,  and  a  num- 
ber of  others,  have  already  established  themselves  there. 

They  are  all  highly  pleased  with  their  prospects.  By  the  time  the  rail«if 
hence  to  Vera  Cruz  is  completed,  and  their  last  instalment  falls  due,  they  will 
have  improved  their  farms,  when  the  most  staid  among  them  expect  that  tbeir 
lands  will  be  worth  310,  S20,  and  even  S^iO  per  acre.  A  gentleman  from  Loni^i- 
aoa  has  been  th^re  for  seven  or  eight  years.  He  established  a  coffee  plsnU- 
tion  of  eighty  acres,  which  is  now  in  good  bearing,  and  the  crop  from  wliitli. 
Uat  year,  waa  valued  at  £16,000. 

The  Cordova  coffee  sells  in  New  York  marketae  Java,  and  the  tobaccoequil" 
that  of  Cuba,  while  the  sugar  bus  fonrtcen  per  cent,  more  of  saccharine  mailer 
than  tbafof  Cuba. 

It  will  coat  at  the  rote  of  some  95  or  S6  per  acre  to  clear,  enclose  and  brii^ 
these  lands  nnder  cultivation.  Hence  it  will  be  much  cheaper  for  those  who 
have  a  little  money  to  buy  haciendas  with  ground  already  cleared,  fences  made. 
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and  bonee?,  or  at  least  walla  of  liouscB,  already  erected.  All  tlie  )&iide  of  thb 
colony  are  already,  or  soon  will  be,  taken  up.  Each  miirricd  man  tbere  is 
Allowed  640  acres,  bat  it  in  now  generally  admitted  that  one-fourth  of  that 
quantity  will  probably  be  qnite  au  much  aa  one  family  will  be  nblc  to  cnltivate. 

It  ia  fertile,  and  wonderfully  productive. 

Bat  to  emigrants  with  a  little  capital,  the  speedy  filling  up  of  this  colony 
dbould  not  be  die  heartening,  under  the  idea  that  there  are  no  more  good  lands 
and  choice  spots. 

Tliere  are  better  lands  than  these,  both  nbout  Cordova  and  Jalapa,  which, 
present  owners  not  being  able  to  work,  are  ready  to  sell  on  favorable  terms. 

Agen(4  have  been  eBtablished  at  variooa  convenient  points  to  asaiat  immigrants 
on  tbeir  nrrival  in  the  country,  by  giving  them  information  and  furnishing  them 
wilh  the  uecoasary  certificates  and  passports  to  enable  them  to  pass  the  cuatom- 
hoDSes,  to  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions  of  the  emperor's  de- 
It  has  not  been,  as  yet,  practicable  to  eatablish  agencies  on  the  Rio  tirande, 
but  as  Boon  as  it  may  be  done,  one  will  be  etationed  at  Presidio  del  Norte. 

At  present  the  following  agencies  have  been  eetablished,  viz  ; 

Y.  F.  Oropcaa,  at  Vera  Cruz;  J.  Perkins,  formerly  of  Louiaiana,  at  Cordova  ; 
J.  T.  Lux,  formerly  of  New  Iklexico,  at  Monterey  ;  Alonso  Riflley,  formerly  at 
California,  at  Mazatlan  ;  captain  of  the  port  of  Tampico,  at  Tampico  ;  captain 
of  the  port  of  S.  Bias,  at  S.  Bias ;  captain  of  the  port  of  IMatamoraa,  at  Hata- 
moras ;  D.  Ramon  de  la  Vega,  president  de  ilcjoraa  dc  Colima,  at  Mansanilla. 

I  am  about  to  embark  for  England,  expecting  to  return  to  this  beantifal  laud 
accompanied  by  my  family.  The  office  ia  lefliuchargeof  the  Bub -commissioner. 
R.  L.  Maury,  who,  during  my  absence  will  attend  to  the  business  of  the  office. 
He  is  earnest  in  the  cause,  and  has  now  in  hand  a  guide-bonk  for  tmuiigractB 
which  will  soon  be  ready  for  the  press. 

The  rainy  season  commences  in  June  and  cuds  in  October.  Immigranta 
should  not  come  by  sea  during  that  time. 

There  are  many  inquiries  made  also  as  to  religious  liberty  in  Mexico. 

Perfect  freedom  of  worship  is  guaranteed  by  the  organic  law  of  the  empire, 
and  sanctioned  by  the  Pope. 

I  bave  just  returned  from  the  palace,  where  I  had  a  long  and  interesting 
interview  with  the  emperor.  I  read  him  your  questions ;  we  discussed  them 
seriatim  ;  and  he  gave  his  answers  to  them  one  by  one  ;  I  repeat  your  questions 
and  give  his  answers: 

"  1.  Will  Protestant  clergymen  be  tolerated,  and  permitted  to  enjoy  their  re- 
ligions opinions  and  worship  in  these  colonies  without  molestation  ?" 

YcB,  and  encouraged. 

"  2.  Can  a  support  be  provided  for  such  clergymen  ?" 

Yes,  as  PODu  as  I  get  my  finances  in  a  better  condition. 

"  3.  Will  they  be  sustained  in  the  establishment  of  Protestant  schools  and 
colleges  1" 

Yes. 

"  4.  Would  a  Protestant  bishop  bo  allowed  among  tbem }" 

Certainly. 

"  5.  Will  the  government  do  anything  towards  the  support  of  the  bcIjooIs 
and  colleges  ?" 

Yes. 

"6.  Could  endowments  of  land,  or  otherwise,  now  be  made  for  their  sup- 
port?" 

Yea.  by  lands  and  voluntary  contnbntions  now,  and  money  from  the  gnvem- 
ment  afterwards. 

"  7.  Would  it  be  possible  for  the  p^sent  to  engraft  on  the  Univentity  of 


.ogle 
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Mexico  a  department  ia  which  the  studies,  Iccturcfi,  aad  instmcliouA  ia  general, 
should  be  in  the  English  language  f" 

The  QtieBtion  ^aggcsts  a  capital  idea  ;  cotivc-ree  further  with upon  thai 

point.  I  deeire  to  ace  cammnnitiee  of  diflerent  religious  persnasionB  established 
in  this  coantry,  and  to  give  encouragement  to  all,  for  they  act  and  react  upon 
each  other  with  wholesome  effect. 

I  have  quoted  as  nearly  as,  after  the  interval  of  an  hour,  I  can  remember  the 
words  used  by  this  remarkable,  clear-headed,  and  business-like  Bovereign. 

There  is  a  clergyman,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holeman,  in  the  colony  of  Carlotta.  near 
Cordova.  He  Is  the  only  preacher,  except  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mitchell,  (Methodist,) 
of  the  Rio  Verde  colony,  that  I  have  as  yet  heard  of  among  the  settlers. 

In  the  city  of  Mexico  there  ia  a  large  number  of  English  and  Amertcan  reii- 
dents  who  are  anxious  to  engage  the  services  of  aa  Episcopal  clergyman,  who 
can  minister  unto  them  in  their  mother  tongue.  They  meet  at  the  houses  of 
one  another  on  Sundays,  when  the  services  of  the  church  nnd  a  sermon  are 
read.  I  have  attended  service  in  a  sort  of  upper  loft,  or  retired  room,  such  u 
we  may  imagine  the  early  Christians  met  together  in,  and  in  which  the  congre- 
gation were  all  Mexicans.  There  were  not  more  than  a  dozen  or  two,  hoi 
enough  apparently,  to  represent  all  classes  of  society. 

The  services  were  performed  in  Spanish,  with  the  prayer-book  in  that  Uo- 
guage.  The  sermon  was  a  very  good  one.  It  was  also  preached  in  Spanrtb. 
by  a  Mexican,  wh'o  had  been  a  priest  of  the  Roman  CaUiolic  church.  Other 
Proteatent  denominations  also  have  their  meetings  in  the  same  quiet  way,  and 
Protestant  bibles  are  freely  sold.  So  you  observe,  my  dear  sir,  even  here  in 
Mexico,  a  field  and  a  harvest,  much  room  for  and  a  great  lack  of  laborers. 

Come  to  as! 

We  have  acconuts  now  of  some  six  or  eight  hundred  immigrants  with  thnr 
families,  who  are  on  their  way  thence,  and  who  are  preparing  to  come  hither. 

I  bad  an  offer  this  morning  of  lands  for  colonization  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Panuco  river. 

They  commence  about  thirty  miles  west  of  Tsmpico,  and  extend  up  to  the 
table  land.  This  tract  includes  several  hundred  square  leagues.  It  is  in  whil 
is  known  here  as  the  Huasteca  conntr}',  decidedly  one  of  the  finest  r^ons  of 
the  whole  empire.  The  owner,  a  Mexican,  is  most  anxious  for  our  people  to 
establish  themselves  upon  these  lands,  and  has  requested  me  to  tell  him  how  la 
get  them  there.  "  Give  them  alternate  sections,  with  a  pre-emption  rq^t  totbc 
rest  at  S2  per  acre."  "  I  will  do  it,"  said  he,  "  and  give  the  lands  fi>r  rotdt 
and  villages  besides."     He  has  aow  gone  to  reduce  bis  offer  to  writing. 

The  river  is  navigable,  but  the  country  there  has  been  for  years,  and  antil 
recentTy,  in  a  disorderly  and  unsafe  state. 

A  few  months  ago,  however,  the  people  tijere  gave  in  their  adhesion  to  tiif 
empire,  and  everything  now  is  as  orderly  and  as  quiet  as  uoald  be  desired. 

A  party  of  surveyors  went  out  yesterday  from  the  land  office  to  survey  i 
fine  body  of  public  lands  in  Mitlatoyuca,  one  of  the  suh-districts  of  that  re^pon. 

We  hear  of  immigrants  who  aro  coming  from  the  south  to  the  number  of 
several  hundred  families.    They  should  aim  to  arrive  in  this  conntry  by  the 
first  of  May,  if  possible.    They  will  then  have  an  opportunity,  unless  theyeoroe 
by  land,  to  shelter  themselves  by  the  time  the  rains  commence. 
Tonrs,  very  tmlr, 

M.  F.  MAUEY, 

Imperial  Commutitmtr. 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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HO  FOR  MEXICO !— NOTICE  TO  IMMIGRANTS. 

THB    FORNS   COLONY. 

Mexico,  Febraanj  9,  J866. 
The  Imperial  CommiBsioner  of  Colouizatiou  ia  hereby  authorized  to  dispose 
of  twenty-five  square  leagues  of  land  (108,159  acres)  of  my  hacieoda  of  Limon, 
situated  on  I'anueo  river,  in  the  department  of  Tamaulipas,  giving  gratis  every 
alternate  section — 640  acres — to  a  man  with  family;  320  to  an  unmaiTied  man— 
with  pre-emption  right  in  each  case  to  as  mnch  more  at  two  dollars  per  acre, 

I  will  give  also  gratis  enough  land  for  a  town,  aa  well  as  for  a  road  sixteen 
yards  wide  traversing  the  entire  colony  from  nurth  to  south. 

J.  0.  FORNS. 

Fbsruarv  10,  1866. 

The  offer  of  ftfr.  Foms  is  most  princely ;  the  land  is  sitoated  in  the  Haasteca 
coantry,  on  the  mountain  hordcrs  of  the  T icrra  Calicnte.  It  is  said  to  be  healthy, 
and  ia  admirably  adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  coffee,  cotton,  sugar,  rice,  tobacco, 
and  the  whole  list  of  intertropical  fruits  and  productions ;  it  is  also  a  good  stock 
coantry  with  an  abundance  of  limber.  The  Fannco  river  is  navigable  up  to  it, 
and  boats  arc  running  on  that  stream.  PrDTisians  are  plenty,  hut  labor  is  said 
to  be  not  very  abundant,  the  asnal  price  being  37^  cents  a  day  and  fonnd. 

Those  who  come  from  any  of  the  Gulf  ports  should  take  shipping  direct  to 
Tampico,  taking  care  not  to  come  later  than  the  first  or  middle  of  May,  on  ac- 
connt  of  the  rainy  season,  which  commences  in  June.  Immigrants  are  advised 
10  send  oat  their  pioneers  first  to  make  ready  for  their  families  to  follow. 

The  beet  lime  for  planting  the  first  com  crop  is  in  June,  after  the  rains  have 
commenced.  This  is  the  surest  of  the  three  com  crops.  November  is  the  time 
for  planting  again  ;  cotton,  com,  and  tobacco  may  he  put  in  the  groDnd  now  and 
gathered  from  March  onward  tintil  the  rains  again. 

Immigrants  shottld  not  begin  to  arrive  at  Tampico  before  the  last  of  March. 
Mr.  Foras  will  then  be  on  his  hacienda  to  receive  them  and  show  them  their 
lands. 

This  is  a  well  wooded  country,  and  immigrants  will  do  well  to  provide  one  or 
two  good  portable  saw-mills  for  each  settlement.  They  shonld  also  bring  with 
tfaem  seed  of  all  sorts. 

The  collector  of  the  port  at  Tampico  is  authorized  to  pass  the  effects  of  immi- 
grants du^  free ;  to  issue  them  the  certJficatea  which  secure  to  them  all  their 


riehts  under  the  decree,  and  to  speed  them  on  their  way. 


:aury. 

Imperial  Commmioner. 


rEnclosaro  No.  4.] 

Officb  op  Colonization,  13  San  Juan  dk  Lbtban, 

Mexico,  April-  10,  18G6. 
SiB:  Yonrs  of  March  Cth  I  have  just  received.  Siuce  the  letter  of  mine 
which  you  speak  of  was  written,  the  Yankees  have  refused  to  permit  our  trans- 
portation agents  to  act  in  the  United  States,  and  thus  his  majesty's  intention  uf 
famishing  passage  to  needy  immigrants  has  been  fmstrated.  As  immig^nts  . 
are  now  coming  faster  than  we  want  them,  it  is  probably  that  this  offer  will  not 
be  renewed,  as  we  can  get  as  many  colonists  as  we  desire,  without  giving  them 
this  aid.     You  would  do  very  well  to  bring  your  negroes  with  you. 
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Tbe  {^iicral  will  sell  yoD  six  hundred  and  forty  acrea  at  one  dollar  pet  ocn-. 
Mr.  Forne  will  give  you  that  much. 

You  eliould  not  arrive  between  June  and  October,  on  account  of  the  yellow 
fever. 

Rc^pectfally, 

RICHABD  L.  MAURY, 
Stih-Commi»tioner,  late  Colontl  C.  S.  Army. 
0.  G.  O'Neal. 

Colunbut,  Georgia. 


No.  152. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Senor  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statk, 

Watkington,  Deeemhcr  20,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  note  of  the  ISA 
instant,  containiDg  two  letters  of  Richard  L.  Manry,  addressed  to  persoiu  neid- 
ing  in  the  sonthem  States  of  the  United  States,  on  the  anhject  of  the  coDten- 
plated  establishment  of  colonies  in  Mexico,  for  which  he  plcoaed  to  accept  dt 
thanks. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  tbe  BBSurances  of  mymwl 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Don  M.  Romero,  tfc.,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 


No.  14. 

AFFAIRS  AT  BAGDAD. 
Lift  of  papert. 


153.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr,  Seward,  (with  three  enclosures) March  30,  ]86ii 

154.  Same  to  Kame,  (with  one  enclosure) March  30, 18613. 

155.  Same  to  same,  (with  eight  enclosures) March  31, 1S66. 

156.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero,  (with  one  enclosure) April    22,  IBtib. 

151.  Same  to  aame,  (with  two  enclosures) June      2, 1866. 

158.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward June       4,1866. 

159.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Romero July       7,1866. 

160.  Same  to  same Aug.       S,  1866. 

IGI.  Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward Ang.      9.1866. 


SeJIor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seicatd. 
[Translation.] 
MtfxicA.N  Lroation  to  the  Unitkd  Statbs  op  Amrbica, 

Wathinglon,  March  30,  1866. 
Mr.  Sbcrbtarv:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy,  in  Eagluh.of  x 
communication  dated  the  6th  of  February  last,  aud  sent  to  me  from  BrovnsvtU' 
by  Colonel  Enrique  A.  Mejia,  of  the  Mexican  army.  Tbe  original  did  not  raub 
me.  The  duplicate,  marked  No.  1,  I  enclose  to  you  with  two  other  anneied 
documents,  numbered  3  and  3. 

In  No.  1,  and  particularly  in  No.  2,  a  note  addressed  to  General  Weitael,  com- 
manding  on  the  Bio  Grande,  Colonel  Mejia  sUtes  that  on  the  Utb  of  tbii 
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montb,  as  he  was  iteaming  down  the  river  on  the  government  despatch  boat 
with  Captain  Conkiyn,  firet  provoBt  marshal  general  of  the  district,  and  Mr. 
Price,  of  the  secret  service  of  the  same  district,  he  overhauled  several  lighters 
and  small  boats  tied  up  to  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river,  about  six  milee  above 
Boca  del  Rio,  (Bagdad,)  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  command.  Having 
boarded  and  examined  them  in  fulfilment  of  his  duty,  he  found  the  sloop  Helena 
among  them  loaded  with  goods,  and  without  any  custom-house  papers,  or  even 
an  invoice,  for  which  reason  he  seized  it,  and  took  it  to  Boca  del  Bio,  (Bagdad,) 
where  it  was  duly  condemned  and  the  goods  coD&scaCed. 

Colonel  Mejia  acted  in  this  matter  in  conformity  with  his  duty,  which  is 
shown  hy  a  translation  of  bis  appointment  in  No.  3. 

The  gi>ods  were  transferred  to  Americaa  territory  and  were  regularly  entered 
at  the  Clarksville  cnBtam-honse  to  the  credit  of  the  Mexican  government,  hut 
were  soon  attci  sequeatro.ted  by  the  military  authorities  of  that  place.  Colonel 
Mejia  states,  and  were  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  original  proprietors  ;  and  he 
comptains  of  this  proceeding  as  the  goods  were  legally  confiscated  by  Uie  Mexi- 
can authorities  on  Mexican  territory,  and  this  he  can  prove  by  Captain  Conk- 
lya  and  Mr.  Price,  who  were  witnesses  to  the  facts. 

Having  no  other  testimony  to  this  aSair  than  the  enclosed  documents,  I  limit 
myself  to  a  request  to  have  it  referred  to  the  proper  department,  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Uuited  States  may  act  upon  it  with  due  justice;  and  if  the  gw>dB 
have  been  unjustly  delivered  to  the  merchants  of  Matamoras  claiming  them, 
their  value  may  be  restored  to  the  agents  of  the  Mexican  government. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROUEEO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skward,  Ifc.,  tfc.,  Ifc. 


[Encloiora  No.  1. — Dhplicate.] 

MEXICAN    RKPCJBLIC COLONEL   OK  6FBCIAL  DtTV. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  yon  a  copy  of  the  note  which,  under  date  of 
the  21st  ultimo,  I  addreeeed  to  General  Weitzel,  referring  to  the  cargo  of  the 
Helena.  Said  general  has  not  answered,  and  the  goods  have  been  delivered  to 
those  who  claimed  them — the  firm  of  Droege,  Oelling  &  Co.  Said  goods  were 
seized  by  order  of  General  Wcttzel,  and  remained  by  his  order  in  military  cus- 
tody until  they  were  delivered  to  Droege,  Oetling  &  Co.  The  only  thing  that 
I  could  obtain  was  that  the  collector  of  the  custom-house  should  take  a  bond 
from  said  finn  of  (860,000)  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  gold,  until  the  mitter  should 
be  decided  by  the  military  authoritit'S  or  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington. 

I  cannot  understand  how  said  military  authorities  could  take  cognizance  in 
matters  beyond  their  jurisdiction,  but  the  copy  I  enclose  will  explain  the  matter. 

I  have  thought  very  strangely  of  this  proceeding,  as  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
any  justice  in  §aid  detention,  which  causes  us  great  damage. 

I  beg  you  to  give  this  matter  the  attention  it  deserves,  and  I  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  to  renew  my  respectful  consideration. 

ludependence  and  liberty !     Brownsville,  February  5,  1866. 

E.  A.  MEJIA. 

Senor  Matias  Romero, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minitter  Plempotenliary,  S/v.,  Sfc., 

Washingloit. 

Washinuton,  March  aO,  186C. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


-logic 
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[EualosaraNo.  2.] 

REPUBLIC  OS  MEXICO— COLONKL  ON  SPECIAL  DUTY. 

I  vould  respectfully  coll  your  attention  to  the  following  facts ;  That  on  the 
14th  of  this  month  I  waa  steaming  down  the  river  on  the  govemmeDt  despatch 
boat;  when  about  six  miles  above  Bagdad,  we  saw  severtulnggeTs  and  lighten 
tied  up  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river,  witliin  the  jurisdiction  of  ray  comnund, 
which,  as  yon  will  see  by  the  accompanying  certified  translation  of  my  appobl- 
ment,  included  not  only  Bagdad  but  its  dependencies. 

I  boarded  and  examined  said  lighters  and  found  the  sloop  Helena  hadacar^ 
of  merchandiee,  without  clearance  or  pass  of  any  kind,  and  immediately  teiifd 
her  for  violating  the  laws  of  revenue  of  the  Mexican  republic.  The  tKl  d 
finding  said  lighter  without  even  the  regular  invoice  of  the  owners  of  sudDHi- 
chandi^e  was  conclnsive  evidence  ae  to  the  illegality  of  her  presence  oat  of  port 
I  had  her  turned  into  the  port  of  Bagdad,  and  appointed  a  commission  to  inqain 
into  the  cage,  and  by  said  commission  the  goods  were  legally  condemned  ud 
confiscated.  Said  merchandise  was  hrongnt  over  to  this  side  as  belonging  to 
the  government  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  regularly  entered  with  all  octti- 
sary  papers  in  order,  and  were  seized  by  the  military  authorities  and  hj  tbtm 
held.  I  have  since  been  informed  that  the  goods  were  going  to  he  releaaed  od 
clfum  of  the  former  owners,  residents  of  Matamoras. 

I  would  respectfully  repreaent  that  the  facia  of  the  case  occurred  beyond  tki 

i'nriadiction  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  seizure  was  in  accordance  to  our 
(ws  ;  and  that  I  request  that  aaid  goods  he  held  until  thtf  action  of  the  UnileJ 
States  government  can  be  obtained,  for  which  purpose  I  remit  the  properpspwi 
to  Washington  by  first  reMl. 

I  would  further  state  that  there  were  in  the  despatch  boat  with  me  Ciptiii 
Conklyn  and  Mr.  Price;  the  first,  provost  marshal  general  of  the  district,  uid 
die  second,  of  the  secret  service,  who  saw  the  whole  fuels  of  the  capture,  tnd 
can  testify  to  the  facts  being  as  represented. 

I  beg  your  earnest  attention  to  the  above,  and  that  said  goods  being  seiid 
in  the  first  instance  by  the  troops  under  your  CMnmand,  that  they  continue  k> 
to  be  held  until  the  matter  can  be  laid  before  yonr  Secretary  of  State  by  ou 
minister  at  Washington. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  repeating  to  yon  the  wsnrances  of  oj 
highest  respect. 

Independence  and  liberty !     January  21, 1S66. 

E.  A.  MEJIA. 
Major  General  J.  Wbitzkl, 

Commanding  Diitrict  i^  Rio  Grande,  BroumniBe. 

Washinqto-N,  March  30,  1866. 
A  tme  copy : 

IGNO.  MABISCAL,  SarOcrf. 


[Eadoanre  No.  3.] 

REPUBLIC  OF  MEXICO ARMY  CORPS  OF  THB  .NORTH — aE.MERAb-I.T-CHIBF. 

Being  compelled  to  march  to  the  centre  of  the  line  for  urgent  matters  of  tei- 
vice,  I  have  deemed  it  best  to  appoint  you  military  commandant  of  this  port 
and  its  dependencies,  and  this  in  a  vigorous  state  of  siege,  with  &mple  poiren 
for  its  defence,  in  all  matters  including  those  of  finances.     Ton  will  iocreu« 
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;onr  forces  by  «U  poesible  meaae,  motiog  in  ererrtbing  with  fulleet  powers  {onmi 
modat)  and  anbject  only  to  my  inetractioiu  and  orders. 
Indepeadence  and  liberty  I    Bagdad,  January  8,  1866. 

M.  ESCOBEDO. 
Colonel  Enriqub  A.  Mejia, 

Military  CommandafU  of  Bagdad  and  itt  Depe»dencie», 

Washinotm,  March  30,  1866. 
A  tme  copy : 

INGO-  MAKISCAL,  Seertlary. 


SeMor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[TrMBlatioD.] 
Mexican  Lboation  to  thb  Unitrd  States  of  Ambrica, 

WathingtoK,  March  30,  1866. 
Mr.  Secretary  ;  Colonel  Enrique  A,  Mejia,  of  the  Mexican  army,  has  writ- 
tea  me  from  Galveston,  Texas,  as  yon  will  see  from  the  copy  of  hig  communica- 
tion which  I  have  the  honor  to  encloae  to  you,  (hat,  in  the  name  of  General 
Mariano  Eacobedo,  chief  of  the  army  of  the  north,  he  retjueated  a  return  of  the 
arms,  munitions,  and  artillery  taken  from  the  interrentionistd  at  Boca  del  Bio, 
(Bagdad,)  and  carried  into  United  States  territory  by  Colonel  A'lolfo  de  la 
Garza,  where  they  were  sei&ed  by  the  United  States  military  authorities. 

Colonel  Mejia  first  applied  to  Colonel  Brown,  commander  of  the  Rio  Grande 
diatrict,  and  Icarniug  that  bis  orders  were  from  Geaeral  Wright,  commander  of 
tfae  department  of  Texas,  he  went  to  Galveston  to  eee  that  geaeral,  who  told 
him  that  General  Sheridan  bad  oi-dered  him  to  deliver  the  arms,  munitions,  and 
artillery  in  question  to  Tomas  Mejia,  chief  of  the  interventioaista,  in  Matamorae, 
which  he  had  commanded  to  be  done. 

As  I  am  ignorant  of  the  motives  for  those  orders,  aud  cannot  comprehend  the 
reaaon  for  delivering  mumtiona  of  war,  taken  by  United  States  antborities  trom 
a  repoblican  general  and  his  forces  who  bad  sought  rcfage  in  their  territory,  to  an 
enemy  of  Mexico,  I  respectfully  request  your  excellency  to  procure  for  me  the 
iofornMtion  of  the  reasons  of  the  order  from  tbe  proper  department,  that  I  may 
make  a  proper  communication  for  the  interests  of  my  government. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  tlie  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 
Hod.  WiLUAH  H.  Sbward,  tfc.,  tfc.,  tfc. 


[Encloinre  No.  ].] 
'       MEXICAN    REPUBLIC — COLONEL   IN  SBBVIGK. 

As  I  informed  you  in  my  note  of  tbe  Ist  instant,  when  I  requested  Colonel 
Brown,  commander  of  the  Rio  Grande  district,  to  give  me  tbe  arms,  munitions, 
and  artillery  brought  from  Bagdad  by  Colonel  Garza,  he  told  me  he  had  orders 
from  General  Wright,  commander  of  the  department  of  Texas,  to  give  up 
Dotfaing  without  his  order. 

Colonel  Brown  advised  me  to  go  to  Galveston  and  see  Gieneral  Wright  in 
penoD.  as  tbe  best  way  to  settle  &L1  the  difficulties. 
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I  went  to  Galveston,  where  General  Wri^t  informed  me  vetball^t^  be 
had  received  orders  from  General  Sheridftn  tn  deliver  the  anna,  mamtioiu,  ud 
artillery  taken  from  Bagdftd  by  oar  forces  to  General  Tomaa  Mejia,  chief  of  tlie 
traitors  in  Matamoras,  and  that  the  orders  had  been  transmitted  before  mj  u- 
rival  in  Galveston. 

I  vas  astonished  at  the  proceeding,  and,  believing  oil  protests  tuelesi,  I  it- 
termined  to  start  for  Washington  in  a  few  days  to  give  yon  the  particuUn  i>i 
the  affair,  as  they  are  too  nnmerons  for  the  limits  of  a  despatch. 
Accept  the  assurances  of  my  respectful  consideration. 
Independence  and  liberty  I     Galveston,  March  6, 1866. 

ENRIQUE  A.  MEJIA. 
Citizen  Matias  Romero, 

Envoi/  Eztraordinary  and  Minuter  Plenipotauiary 

of  the  Mexican  RepnUic  in  WiuhngUm. 

Washington,  March  30, 1866, 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  KARISGAL,  Secretary. 


Senor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[TrauBlatioa.J 

Mbsican  Lbqation  to  tub  Unitbd  STATBf  OF  Ambbica, 
Wa$hingttm,  March  31, 166& 

Mr.  Sbcrbtaby  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  copy  in  Engliab  x 
a  communication  addressed  to  me  by  Colonel  Entique  A.  Mpjia,  of  the  Hexioo 
army,  dated  the  4th  of  February  hist,  with  annexed  documents  numbered  fnn 
two  to  six,  and  two  others  in  Spanish,  numbered  seven  and  eight — sent  to  ax 
sabsequently  by  the  same  colonel,  -all  relating  to  certain  merchandise  confiioKd 
at  Boca  del  Rio,  (Bagdad,)  by  order  of  General  Mariano  Escobedo,  becanee  ii 
appeared,  by  testimony  of  the  person  who  had  charge  of  tbem,  that  the;  be 
loi^d  to  the  pretended  government  of  the  interventionists. 

fioping  that  the  proceedings  in  this  matter  will  be  conducted  with  tbii 
justice  which  may  be  expected  from  the  government  of  the  United  StatK.  1 
enclose  you  these  documents,  requesting  you  to  refer  them  to  the  proper  At- 
partment,  that  the  affair  may  be  considered  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  iK\i. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  tift- 
rance  of  my  most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  Ifc.,  I[c.,  Ifc. 


{EncIOBnre  Mo.  I.] 

REPUBLIC  OF  MEXICO— COLONEL  ON   OFl'ICIAL  DUTY. 

I  enclose  you  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  passed  between  the  udJ"- 
sig^cd  and  the  American  authorities,  referring  to  the  goods  confiscated  by  Gta- 
eral  Escobedo  during  his  occupancy  of  Bagdad.  By  them  you  will  percei*^ 
that  disregarding  tbeir  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  they  detain  said  gooJ^. 
and  even  recrmmend  they  be  returned  to  those  who  claim  them.  Said  good; 
were  the  properly  of  the  traitors,  and  General  Escobedo,  on  confiscating  thim. 
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only  fblfilled  his  Aaty.  I  entered  them  by  order  of  Qeneral  Eecobedo,  in  tbe 
ctutom-hoase  of  Clarksville,  and  gave  band  for  twice  tbe  amount  of  tbeir  value. 
I  hope  tbat  yon  will  deem  it  proper,  aa  tbey  are  national  prapert^t  to  take  tbe 
neceBsary  etepe,  bo  that  Baid  articles  may  be  returned  to  us.  I  offer  you.  the 
assQnuice  of  my  reepeclful  consideration. 

Indepeudence  and  liberty !     February  4,  1866. 

E.  A.  MEJIA. 
SeBor  Don  Matias  Rombro, 

Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Tlenipotentiary 

of  the  Mexican  repttblic  at  Waihiftgton  City,  D.  C 

■WASHlxnTON,  March  31,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IQNO.  MARISOAL,  Secretary. 


[Encloenre  No.  2.] 
BBFUBLIC  OF  MEXICO COLONBL  OS  SPECIAL  DUTY. 

In  answer  to  the  query  of  January  23,  respecting  cerhun  goods  claimed  by 
Elosequi  and  Mayoral,  of  Matamorss,  I  beg  to  inform  yon  tbat  tbe  general-in- 
chief  of  tbe  army  corps  of  tbe  north  seized  a  certain  amonut  of  goods  ae  property 
of  the  enemy,  and  also  because  tbe  regular  tax  on  sud  parties  was  not  paid  as 
aeeessed,  and  directed  me  to  cross  them  over  to  GlarksTille  and  dispose  of  them 
as  I  thought  beet.  I  enclose  list  of  the  articles  seized,  which  were  shipped  to 
Hr.  A.  A.  UcLeffey,  subject  to  the  order  of  tbe  nnderaigaed.  Any  other  goods 
Dot  enumerated  in  the  accompanying  list  have  been  fraudulently  obtained,  and  I 
eball  be  glad  if  they  he  letumed  to  the  proper  ovners. 

IndepeudeDce  and  liberty !     February  34, 1866. 

£.  A.  MEJIA. 

Major  Oeneral  WeiTZEL, 

Cominanding  Di»trict  o/Bao  Grande. 

■Washinoton,  March  31,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


[EactgsueNo.  3.] 

bBPVBUC  OF  MBXICO — COLONBL  OK  8PBCIAL  DtTY. 

Litt  qfarticlet  leized  by  order  of  General  Mariano  Etcobedo. 

504  pounds  of  thread,  20  gross  knives  and  forks,  1,200  yards  hickory  etripe, 
75  reamn  paper,  6  dozen  umbrellas,  (ladies',)  6  pack^;ea  tin,  5  dozea  axes,  14 
boxes  claret,  31  boxes  tea,  damaged. 

Independence  and  liberty !     January  24,  1866. 

E.  A.  MEJIA. 

Wabhinoton,  March  31, 1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.MABISCAL.  SeertUirg. 


634  cONDinoK  of  avfaibs  in  icexico. 

[EncliMttn  No.  4.] 

Heaikiuarters  District  of  Ttrs  Rio  Orandb, 

Office  of  the  Provost  Uarshal  G-enbral, 
BrovmtviUe,  Texat,  Janvary  34,  1866. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  application  of  Eloieqiu  ind 
Hajoral,  marked  exhibit  A,  for  the  retam  of  certain  merchandise  euppwed  to 
be  at  C  lark  Bvi  lie  and  Brazoa  de  Santiago. 

I  also  enclose  the  official  itatement  of  Colonel  E.  A.  Mejia.  marked  exhibit 
B,  abowing  what  portion  of  thoee  goods-were  confiscated  hj  the  liberal  gorao- 
meDt. 

The  major  general  connianding  directs  t)iat  the  nerchandiee  contained  in 
exhibit  A,  and  not  included  in  exhibit  B,  beat  bnceretnmed  to  the  proper  ownen 
thereof,  and  that  the  merchandiee  called  for  in  exhibit  B  be  stored  in  some  cm- 
venient  place  and  safely  guarded,  to  abide  inatractionB  &om  department  bead- 
quarters . 

Should  any  of  these  goods  have  been  removed  from  Clarksville,  yon  wiH  im- 
mediately furnish  the  commanding  officer  where  they  may  be  deposited  witli 
these  instructions,  in  order  that  they  may  bo  carried  out  strictly. 

All  acts  done  pursuant  to  these  instmctions  wilt  be  reported  to  this  office 
without  delay. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  8.  CONKLTN, 
Capt,  and  Act.  Prov.  Marthal  General,  Dutrict  of  the  Rio  Grtaidt. 

U&BCH  31,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MABISCAL,  StcrOary. 


[EndoBoie  No.  5.] 
Exhibit  A. 

Baqdad,  Uexico,  January  SO,  1866. 

During  the  recent  troubles  arising  from  the  eaptnre  of  this  city,  eertaia  no- 
known  parses  have  forcibly  entered  our  warehouse  and  ta^en  away  the  foUa*- 
ing  artideti,  viz  : 

P.  II.  Thirty-three  (33)  chests  of  tea. 

Y.  D.  Ninety  (90)  boxes  of  claret. 

F.  &.  C.  Twelve  {12)  boxes  of  claret. 

rSS.J  One  (1)  case  of  claret. 

(5.)  One  (1)  esse  of  claieL 

L.  D.  Two  (2)  cases  of  paper. 

L.  D.  One  (I)  case  knives  and  forks. 

L.  D.  One  (1)  case  umbrellas. 

L.  D.  Twenty-four  (84)  boxea  of  axes. 

L.  D.  Twenty-five  (25)  boxes  tin  cases. 

We  have  ascertained  that  the  tea  and  part  of  the  other  merchandise  abort 
mentioned  lie  presently  at  Clarksville,  and  some  at  the  cnstom-honse  landing, 
and  some  deposited  at  Mr.  McQofi'ey,  the  sutler  general.  There  also  lie  piw- 
ently  at  Clarksville  one  or  two  lighters,  namely,  the  schooner  Hatamoras  tM 
lugger  Bio,  which  have  been  forcibly  taken  away  from  onr  own  landing  bem. 
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We  therefore  reepeclfnlly  reqneat  tbat  (he  case  be  invcBtigsted,  and  some 
arrangement  made  by  which  aaid  property  be  returned  to  as.     Hoping  to  be 
BOOQ  favored  with  an  answer,  we  remain,  colonel, 
Yoiir  obedient  eervantB, 

EL08EQUI  &;  MAYORAL, 
ByJOHNTALLB. 
Colonel  Frank  J.  Whitr, 

Gmtmandimg  U.  S.  Forcet  at  Bagdad. 

Washinoton,  March  31,  1866. 
A  tme  copy : 

IGNO.  HARISCAL,  Secretary. 


[EDclotnre  No.  6.] 

URA»aUABTBIt8  DbFARTMBNT  OP  TbZAS, 

JBroimieifle,  January  22,  1866. 
GoLOMBL  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  commnnica- 
Uon  of  this  date,  in  reference  to  a  quantity  of  gooda  held  in  military  cnstody, 
nnder  orders  from  Major  Qeueral  Weitzel,  bnt  which  are  claimed  hy  you  as  be- 
longing to  the  Mexican  government,  of  which  you  are  the  agent. 

It  appears  from  other  papers  in  the  case  that  the  goods  are  claimed  by  other 
parties  aa  their  lawful  property,  who  have  aaked  that  they  be  held  until  the 
queetion  of  title' can  he  decided,  and  this  question  is  one  to  which  the  United 
States  is  not  a  party.  The  military  authorities  are  not  empowered  lo  act. 
ToDT  remedy,  therefore,  most  be  found  in  the  civil  courts,  or  the  action  of  the 
autboritieB  at  Washington,  to  the  latter  of  which  your  communication  and  such 
other  papers  as  I  have  in  reUtioo  to  the  subject  will  be  promptly  rtiferred. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant) 

^.  E.  WRIGHT, 


Colonel  Enkiudk  A.  Hbjia, 

BromuviUe,  Tex<u. 


A  trne  copy : 


Major  Qeueral  Commanding. 


Washlvuton,  March  31,  1866. 
IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


f  EnclomuB  No.  7.1 

To  the  military  eommander  of  Bagdad  and  itt  dependeneie*  : 
Please  let  me  know  if  you  authorized  any  one  to  take  privateproperty  in  my 

name. 

Independence  and  liberty  !    Bagdad,  Jannary  16, 1866. 

ENRIQUE  A.  MEJIA. 
lient.  Col.  Eduardo  Bu  May. 

Wa8Hinoto\,  March  31,  1866. 
A  true  copy : 


IGNO.  UARISGAL,  Seeretarg. 
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[EQcloflon  No.  e.  1 

Bagdad,  January  16, 1866. 

Colonel  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  ^our  communication  of  to-day, 
and  in  reply  I  must  tay,  that  while  I  acted  ae  commander  of  this  place.  General 
Eecobedo  ordered  me  to  vieit  the  rarioae  mercaatile  eetablishments  aod  collect 
a  fcrced  loan  ibr  the  aid  of  the  forces  stationed  here. 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  I  visited  various  establish menta  of  this  dty,  and 
among  others  that  of  Mr.  Mayoral,  whom  I  did  not  see,  bnt  I  met  a  Frenck 
lady  who  said  she  was  the  wife  of  the  manager  of  the  establishment,  and  1 
communicated  my  order  to  her.  She  answered  that  as  Mr.  Hayoral  was  not 
present,  she  coold  do  nothing  in  regard  to  the  loan  ;  but  there  were  some  goods 
in  the  store,  belonging  to  the  so-called  imperial  government,  (and  she  pointed 
them  OQt,)  which  I  could  take.  I  made  this  known  to  Greneral  Escobedo,  and  be 
ordered  me  to  confiscate  the  goods,  put  them  on  board  a  sloop,  and  send  them 
across  the  river.  I  communicated  the  order  to  one  of  my  adjutants,  who  went 
to  the  store,  seized  the  goods,  and  put  them  aboard  a  schooner  lying  at  (he 
landing  and  lefl  them  there  till  further  orders.  The  next  day  the  vessel  wu 
taken  to  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

And  this  is  all  I  know  of  the  affair. 

I  renew  the  protests  of  my  respectful  consideration. 

EDUABDO  DU  MAT. 

Colonel  Mbjia, 

Mililary  Commander  iif  Bagdad  and  U*  dependtnciet. 

WASUiNO'nyh,  JUiiral  31,  IB66. 
A  true  copy : 

IGNO.  MARISCAL,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Stward  to  SeKor  Romero, 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Btatb, 

WatkiMglon,  April  22,  18G6. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  three  notes,  tn 
of  which  are  dated  on  the  30th  and  one  on  the  Slst  ultimo,  referring  to  the 
seizure  of  certaiu  arms  and  munitions  of  war  and  to  the  seqacstration  of  certain 
merchandise,  said  to  belong  to  the  liberal  government  of  Mexico,  by  right  uf 
capture  and  confiscation. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your 
request,  translations  of  the  aforesaid  notes  and  the  enclosure?  accompanyins 
them  have  been  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  copy  of  whose  anawerl 
have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you. 

So  soon  as  the  reports  of  Generals  Sheridan  and  Weitzel  are  received  at  tbii 
department,  copies  of  them  wilt  be  communicated  to  yon. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  aasurancea  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILIIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

Senor  Uatias  Bohrro,  Ifc  lfc„  Ifc.,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


oyGoagle 
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[Endoaun.] 

War  DePARTMBNT, 
Watiingtoit  City,  April  19, 1866. 
Sir  ;  I  bare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  the  following  papers  : 

let.  Communication  of  the  18th  inatant.  with  SeQor  Bomero'a  note,  respecting 
merchandize  eaid  to  belong  to  the  liberal  government  of  Mexico,  and  now  held 
by  the  United  States  military  antboritiee,  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  War 
iJepartment. 

Sd.  Commnnication  of  the  18tb  instant,  with  Sefior  Romero's  note  respecting 
the  Beqaestration  by  the  United  States  miUtaiy  aathoritiea  at  ClarkeviUe  of 
certain  goods  said  belong  to  the  Mexican  liberal  goyerament. 

3d.  Communication  of  the  18th  instant,  with  Seiior  Romero's  note  respect- 
ing the  seizure  of  certain  arm,  &c.,  from  liberal  forces  of  Mexico,  and  their 
anrrender  to  the  commander  of  tbe  imperial  forces  in  Matamoras.and  to  acqnaint 
yon  tbat  they  have  been  referred  to  Generals  Siieridan  and  Weitzel  for  investi- 
gation and  report. '  Agreeably  to  your  reqnest,  on  the  receipt  of  tbe  latter,  they 
will  be  communicated  to  yon. 

Very  Tespectfully,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  qf  War. 
Hon.  W.  fi.  Bbward, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 


No.  157. 
3&.  Seward  to  Sdior  Romero. 

Dbfartmbnt  op  State, 

WaihingUm,  June  2,  1866. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  my  commnnication  to  you  of  the  22d  of  April  last,  I  have 
now  tbe  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  received 
from  tbe  War  Department,  and  of  tbe  report  of  General  Weitzel,  which  accom- 
panies it 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  bigh  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
SeBor  Dos  Matias  Bohbbo,  Sp:.,  4c.,  ![e. 


[Eoclomre  No.  1.] 

Wab  Dbpartmbnt, 
WtuhingtoH  City,  May  30. 1866. 
Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  tbe  Secretary  of  War  to  herewith  transmit,  agreeably 
to  the  request  made  in  yonr  communication  of  the  18th  ultimo,  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  General  Weitzel  with  reference  to  the  sequeatration  at  ClarkeviUe, 
Texas,  of  certain  goods  claimed  by  the  Mexican  liberal  government  by  the  right 
of  seizure  and  confiscation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  T.  ECKERT, 
Acting  Auistant  Secretary  ^  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

/  of  Slate. 

DiqilizecoyCjOOQle 
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[Eadoviin  So.  S.] 

Cincinnati,  May  9,  1866. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  tbe  letter  of  the  25th  nltimu  from  your  office  I  bare  tlie 
bonor  to  report  on  the  subject  referred  to  in  tbe  eDclosed  papers  as  follows  : 

Immediately  after  tbe  capture  of  Bagdad,  in  Janoary,  plandering  begmn. 
The  goods  thiu  plundered  were  immediately  brought  over  to  Clariuville,  on.  the 
Texas  side,  and  the  revenue  officers,  notwithstanding  the  greatest  exertions,  conld 
not  protect  the  revenue.  The  collector  of  the  district  immediately  called  apoa 
me  for  aeaistance,  which  was  granted  at  once.  Colonel  Mejia,  who  was  in  eom- 
mand  at  Sagdad,  informed  me  several  days  afterwards  that  plnndving  still  con- 
tinued, and  the  goods  smnggled  across  to  onr  side,  and  at  his  sn^^tion  all  goods 
that  came  across  were  held,  to  give  their  owners  a  chance  to  reclaim  them  through 
tbe  civil  authorities  of  Texas.  While  this  arrangement  was  in  force  the  ligbter 
load  of  goods  referred  to  was  bronght  over  to  ClArksville,  and  was  at  once  clattned 
by  tbe  owners,  (citizens  of  Pmssia.)  The  goods  were  attached  as  stolen  prop- 
er^ by  tbe  sheriff  of  Cameron  county,  and  tbe  case  tried.  Colonel  Mejia  liad 
counsel.  The  State  laws  of  Texas  grant  the  courts  of  Texts  power  to  try  such 
cases,  and  seem  (o  have  been  specially  made  for  cases  of  this  lund,  and  to  piT>- 
tect  tlje  inhabitants  of  Mexico.  I  was  relieved  before  the  case  was  decided.  I 
believe.  The  military  acted  in  this  matter  as  an  ally  or  support  to  tbe  revenue 
officers.  It  did  not  sequester  the  goods.  My  only  desire  was  to  keep  clear  of 
the  whole  thing.  I  sincerely  believe  that  no  wrong  was  done  to  the  MexKan 
liberal  government,  as  all  honest  people,  who  know  the  case,  will  testify.  The 
revenue  laws  of  Mexico  do  not  require  a  lighter  to  have  papers  or  a  clearance 
from  Bdgdad.  because  all  vessels  which  sail  from  the  Bio  Grande  ate  loaded  by 
means  of  lighters.  The  goods  on  tbe  lighter  Helena  were  represented  to  be  in 
transitu  to  Vera  Cmz,  and  I  firmly  believe  they  were.  They  were  moved  np 
the  river.  I  was  told,  to  escape  the  shells  of  the  French  man-of-war.  Mr.  Charles 
Wortbington,  collector  of  the  Rio  Grande  district,  ean  probably  more  folly  ex- 
plain this  mattar  and  tbe  action  thereon.  I  know  he  tried  only  to  do  bis  dnty 
in  this  matter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfiilly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

6.  WEITZEL. 
Captain  of  Engineert  and  Brevet  Brig.  Oen.  V.  8.  A^ 

Brevet  Major  General  L,  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  U.  S.  A.,  Woihingtim  City,  D.  C. 


SeKor  Romero  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Trwulstlon.] 
Mexican  Lb<)atio.\  in  the  United  States  of  Ambbica, 

WathingUm,  Jime  4.  1866. 


Kr.  SkcrBTABY  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  day  of  receiving  yonr  note  ol 
day  before  yestorday,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  commnnication  of  the  30th  ultimo 
from  the  War  Department  W  yon,  with  a  copy  of  General  Weitiel's  report  in 
relation  to  certain  goods  taken  by  Mexican  forces  at  the  month  of  the  Bio  Bravo. 
and  confiscated  in  Olarksville.  State  of  Texas,  to  which  subject  I  alluded  in  my 
three  notes  of  the  30th  and  31st  of  March  last  to  your  department. 

I  send  a  copv  to-day,  with  a  translation  of  your  note  and  the  accompaaying 
documents,  to  uie  Mexican  government,  that  in  view  of  them  it  may  detenniae 
what  is  most  convenient.     iet,.as  I  would  like  to  have  further  information  ot 
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what  occnrred  in  this  eoee,  I  think  it  well  to  accept  the  anggestioa  made  by 
General  Weitzel  in  hie  report,  to  nsL  a  icport  of  the  facte  of  the  case  of 
Hr.  Charles  Worthington,  collector  of  customn  at  Browneville,  who  was  eye- 
witneu  to  the  occnrreacee.  This  will  be  the  more  easy  to  obtnin,  as  I  leam 
that  Mr.  WortLington  is  now  in  Georgetown,  Dietrict  of  Columbia. 

From  the  slight  knowledge  that  General  Weitzel  seems  to  have  of  the  facta, 
the  information  of  persona  better  acquainted  with  them  eeeraa  desirable. 

I  embrace  the  occasion  to  renew  to  yon,  Hr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my 
moet  dislanrnished  consideiatiou. 

U.  ROMERO. 

Hod.  WlLUAM  H.  Seward,  ^c,  t/c.,  ife. 


Mr.  Seteard  to  SeHor  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 
WatAimgton,  July  7,  1S66. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commnni cation  of 
the  4th  ultimo,  in  wtjicb  yon  express  a  desire  for  additional  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  goods  taken  by  the  Mexican  forces  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo 
and  confiscated  at  Clarksville,  Texas,  and  to  inform  yon  that  the  information 
has  b*^n  applied  for  and  will  be  transmitted  to  you  as  soon  ae  received. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  the  assoiances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Selior  I>o\  Matias  Rohrro,  4^.i  tfc.,  l(e. 


■  Mr.  Setoard  to  Selior  Romero. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb, 

WathingUm,  Atigiul  6,  1866. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  yonr  commonication  of  the  30th  of  March  last,  in  which 
yon  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  a  letter  received  by  yoa 
from  Colonel  Enrique  A.  Mejia,  requesting  in  the  name  of  General  Escobedo, 
commanding  the  army  of  the  north,  a  return  of  certain  arms,  mnnitions  and 
artillery  alleged  to  belong  to  the  republican  government  of  MexicOi  taken  into 
the  possession  of  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  to  your  re- 

3 neat  to  have  the  matter  investigated,  and  to  your  commnnication  of  tLe  same 
ate,  desiring  a  similar  investigation  of  the  alleged  taking  by  the  military 
anthorities  of  the  United  States  of  certain  goods  said  to  belong  to  the  republic 
of  Mexico,  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  yon  the  fact  as  gathered  from 
official  reports  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  department  of  the  Galf  to  the  . 
War  Department,  and  the  conclusions  to  which  this  department  has  arrived 
after  a  due  examination  of  the  same. 

The  capture  of  Bagdad,  far  from  being  a  legitimate  operation  of  a  belligerent 
power,  or  in  the  interest  of  a  belligerent  power,  is  stated  to  have  been  simply  a 
buccaneering  scheme,  set  on  foot  by  four  designing  persons  at  Clarksville,  Texas, 
taking  to  their  aid  some  colored  soldiers  of  the  United  States  service,  without 
dtber  the  permissiou  or  sanction  of  the  officers  of  their  command.  The  sole 
olgect  of  the  expedition  seems  to  have  been  the  pillaging  of  the  town,  oa  was 
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evinced  by  the  action  of  tbe  parties  conducting  it.  Immediately  after  the  cap- 
ture, the  plaader  was  tranaferred  to  the  Texas  Bide  of  the  river,  the  town  re- 
maining in  charge  of  one  Crawford,  without,  ae  it  is  reported,  any  troops  under 
his  command.  The  arms,  munitions,  and  artilleiy  captured  in  thifi  expedition 
becoming  unsafe  tn  the  absence  of  any  troops  to  hold  the  town,  they  were 
transferred  to  the  Texas  side  of  the  river  and  the  town  was  abandoned.  There- 
upon they  were  taken  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  Untt«d  Statee  and  enb- 
sequently  restored  to  the  original  owners. 

As  regards  the  goods  which  you  state  to  have  been  sequeetrated  by  the  mili- 
tary authorities  of  Clarksville,  your  informants  seem  to  have  been  in  error  as  to 
the  tme  nature  of  the  affair.  The  goods  were  seized  by  the  custom-hoaae  of- 
ficers of  Clarksville,  for  a  violation  of  the  revenue  laws.  The  title  to  them 
was  litigated  in  a  civil  court  between  the  original  owners,  ATessrs.  Droege,  Oet- 
ling  &  Co,,  and  the  officers  of  the  Mexican  republic  who  brought  them  into 
port,  and  they  were  adjudged  to  the  former.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
executive  government  of  the  United  States  could  not  change  the  decision  of 
one  of  the  legally  constitated  courts  of  the  country,  but  must  refer  any  further 
claim  to  the  goods  to  the  proper  course  of  justice,  which,  in  this  case,  would  be 
an  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  court. 

I  av^l  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  leiterate  to  you  my  expressions  of  the 
most  diatinguififaed  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

Sefior  Don  M.  Bohb&o,  ^.,  ^c,  4c. 


Se}iffr  Romero  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
[TranslatloD.] 

Mbxioan  Lgoation  in  thb  Unitbd  States  op  Ambbica, 

WaiAington,  Augtitt  9,  1866. 
Ur.  Sbcretaky:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  the 
note  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me  yesterday  iu  regard  to  the  capture  of 
certain  goods  coming  from  Uexico  by  United  States  employiis  in  Clarksville,  to 
which  I  referred  in  my  notes  of  the  30th  and  31st  of  May  and  4th  of  June  luL 
As  I  have  already  submitted  the  determination  of  this  affair  to  my  goven- 
ment,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  transmit  your  note  to  the  department  of  fordgn 
relations  of  the  Mexican  fepuhlic,  which  I  will  do  by  this  week's  mul. 

I  am  pleased  to  embrace  the  occasion  of  renewing  to  you,  Mr.  Secretary,  the 
OMurances  of  my  mnst  distinguished  consideration. 

H.  BOUEBO. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sewabd,  Ifc.,  4^.,  i^. 


Wo.  18. 

FORCED  LOANS  AT  MATAMORAS. 
LUt  ofpapert. 

163.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bomero,  (with  two  encloanrea,) Octoba-20, 1B66- 

.  163.  Mr.  Eomero  toMr.  Seward October  28, 1866. 
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No.  162. 

Mr.  Seward  to  SeHor  Romero. 

Dbpartment  of  State, 

WasMngton,  October  20,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  enclnse  b  copy  of  a  letter  of  tbe  14th  nltimo,  re- 
ceived at  this  department  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  traDsmitting  a  letter  dated 
at  New  Orleans  on  the  24ch  of  August,  1866,  from  Mr.  Jamee  B.  Oauche,  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  Major  General  Sheridan,  complaiuiog  of  the 
exaction  from  him,  by  the  liberal  antborities  of  Hatamoras,  of  forced  loans  to  the 
amount  of  SI, 900,  ai^d  to  beg  of  you  to  call  the  attention  of  your  government 
to  the  matters  complained  of. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  yon  the  aeanranceB  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Sefior  Don  M.  Romero,  fyc^  Ifc.,  ifc. 

[EneloBore  No.  1.] 

War  Dbpartmb.yt, 
WaikingttM  City,  September  14,  186G. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  communication  of  August  24. 
IB66,  to  Major  Genera!  Sheridan,  commanding  department  of  the  Gulf,  from 
John  B.  Gauche,  a  citizen  of  the  United  St  ites.  complaining  that  he  has  been 
compelled  to  subscribe  to  the  imperial  forced  loau  in  Matamoras,  Mexico,  and 
applying  for  redress. 

You  will  please  indicate  to  this  department  any  action  which  you  think 
proper  to  bo  taken  by  tbe  military  authorities. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Serelary  of  War. 
Hon.  William  H.  Shward, 

Secretary  of  Stale, 

[EncIoaoTe  No.3.1 

New  Orleans,  Augutt  24.  1866. 

Gb.vbral:  Tb"^  undersigned  begs  leave  to  bring  to  your  notice,  and  through 
you  to  that  of  the  government  at  Washington,  tbe  following  facts : 

I  am  a  native  of  the  United  States,  and  have  resided  and  carried  on  business 
aa  a  merchant  in  Matamoras,  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  for  tbe  last,  three  years. 
Daring  that  time  I  have  constantly  been  known  as  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  fur  which  the  former  American  consul,  Mr.  Pierce,  (now  at  Brownsville,) 
and  the  present  one,  Mr.  Avery,  will  vouch. 

During  the  present  civil  war  in  Mexico,  Matnmoras  has  been  alternately  in 
possession  of  tbe  different  contending  parties  ;  and  at  every  change  of  masters  a 
forced  loan  was  impotied  by  tbe  commander  for  the  time  upon  the  commerce  of 
the  place,  aliens  as  well  as  natives.  For  these  forced  loans  orders  were  given 
upon  the  cnstom-bout>c  payable  in  duties,  which  were  only  good  so  long  aa  tbe 
party  issuing  tbe  order  remained  in  power,  for  their  successors  invariably  re- 
pudiated them.  In  the  ease  of  tbe  subscriber  General  Cortina  compelled  him 
to  loan  him  (Cortina)  five  hundred  dollars,  for  which  the  subscriber  received  an 
order  upon  tbe  custom-house.    General  Mejia  next  took  the  city  and  drove  out 
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Oortina.    The  sabecriber  presented  Cortina's  order  in  paTinent  of  dolies.  but 
was  told  it  was  good  for  nothing. 

Then  General  Mejia  impoaed  upon  the  undersigned  a  forced  loan  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars.  One  thousand  of  this  the  subscricier  got  rid  of  at  a  dieconnt  ol 
twenty  per  cent.,  and  of  the  other  thousand  he  is  a  loser. 

Next  to  K«jia  came  General  Carvpjal,  who  call&d  upon  the  undersigned  for 
fifteen  hundred  dollars;  but  application  having  been  made  to  GeuenU  Getty, 
commanding  the  American  forces  in  BrowasTille,  through  the  intercession  of 
that  officer  the  peremptorr  requisition  of  Carrajal  was  changed  into  a  reqnett 
that  the  undersized  would  give  whatever  he  pleased.  Fearful  of  the  annoy- 
ancee  which  would  have  been  the  consequence  of  a  refusal,  the  uudeisigued  gave 
General  Canrajal  two  hundred  dollars. 

General  GarTBJal  baa  very  lately  been  [expected]  by  one  of  hie  officen 
named  Canales,  who  ia  for  the  moment  in  possession  ;  but  there  are  three  other 
officers,  Hinojose,  Cortinaa,  and  Negrete,  around  Matamoras,  all  seeking  to  get 
in,  and  whichever  of  the  four  succeeds  in  holding  possession,  we,  the  merchants, 
are  sure  to  be  asBesBod  for  a  forced  loan. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  the  attention  of  our  government  is  awakened  to  the 
trne  state  of  things,  a  stop  will  be  pat  to  these  robberies  of  our  citizens  by  the 
banditti  who  wear  the  Mexican  uniform.  For  my  part  I  am  the  loser  already, 
as  above  stated,  of  nineteen  hundred  dollars,  and  have  the  best  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  I  will  be  still  further  plundered.  It  ia  the  establiBhed  and  inret- 
erate  system  of  govemments  in  Mexico,  a  system  disgraceful  to  ctvilizatian  as 
that  which  formerly  prevailed  in  the  Mediterranean  under  the  piratical  rale  of 
the  l>ey  of  Algiers. 

The  nndereigned  believrs  that  it  can  be  only  corrected  by  an  energetic  dis- 
play of  power  on  the  pait  of  oor  government 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by,  general,  your  very  obedient 
aervant, 

JOHN  B.  G.\UCHE. 

M^or  General  Shfridan, 

Commanding  the  Department  of  the  Qulf. 


SeHor  Romero  to  Mr.  Setcard. 


MuxiCAN  Leoation  in  thb  Unitrd  Statbs  op  America. 

WtuhingUm,  October  ii,  1866. 
Mr.  Sbckbtabv:  I  waa  honored  to-day  with  your  note  of  the  SQth  instant, 
encloaiag  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  I4th  of  September 
last,  and  a  letter  from  John  B.  Gauche,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  addressed 
to  General  Sheridan,  the  14th  of  August,  complaining  that  the  authorities  of 
Matamoraa  had  forced  him  to  pay  nineteen  hundred  dollars. 

You  requeated  me,  in  transmitting  to  me  these  papers,  to  call  the  attendon  of 
sy  government  to  the  affur.     In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  will  forw 


my  government  t( 

a  copy  and  translation  of  your  note,  with  documents,  to  the  miuister  of  foir^a 

affairs  of  the  Mexican  republic,  in  Chihuahua,  by  the  next  mul. 

I  beg  of  you,  however,  to  permit  me  to  say  in  regard  to  this  subject  that,  froa 
Mr.  Gauche'a  own  account,  most  of  the  money  he  lost,  that  is,  one  thonmid 
dollars,  waa  extorted  from  him,  and  never  repaid,  by  Thomas  Mejia,  who  lb«i 
held  Matamoras  in  the  name  of  the  order  of  tbingfl  that  the  French  hare  be«a 
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endeavoring  to  establish  ia  Hezico,  and  lliat  the  naljonal  government,  which  the 
French  have  been  trying  to  overthrow,  in  a  war  withont  qnarter,  ia  not  reepon- 
eible  for  acta  of  its  enemieB  invading  the  territory  and  attempting  to  establish 
illegal  anthoritiee. 

I  mnst  also  sajr  that  Uejia's  refusal  to  return  Ht.  Gianche  the  five  hnndred 
doUara  taken  from  him  by  Cortina  cannot  be  charged  to  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment, for  the  reaeoDS  above  stated. 

I  have  no  doubt,  however,  the  Mexican  government  will  do  all  it  can  to  do 
fnll  justice  to  Mr.  Oanche  and  other  citisena  of  the  United  States,  who  feel 
themselves  aggrieved  bj  acta  which  are  the  unavoidable  consequences  of  a  war 
like  that  now  desolating  my  native  land. 

I  take  the  occasion  to  repeat  to  yon,  Mr.  Secretary,  the  assurances  of  my  most 
distinguished  consideration. 

M.  ROMERO. 

Hon.  "William  H.  Sbward,  ^ ,  4r ,  ^ 


No.  16. 

OCCUPATION  OP  MEXICAN  TEHHITOKT  BY  UNITED  STATES  TROOPS. 
Li»t  of  paper*. 

164.  Major  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant Xovember  27,  1S66 

165.  Mr.  Stanton  to  Major  General  Sheridan November  30,  1666. 

166.  Major  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant November  30,  1866. 

167.  Same  to  same December    1,  18G6, 

168.  Major  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant December  10,  1B66. 

169.  Bamelosame December  11,  I 

170.  Major  General   Sheridan   to  Brevet   Major  General 

Rawlins December  11,  1866. 

171.  Mr.  Komero  to  Mr.  Seward December  13,  1866. 

172.  Mr.  Beward  to  Mr.  Romero December  17,  : 


Major  General  Shertdan  to  General  Grant. 

Oppicb  U.  S.  Military  Tbleoeaph,  "War  Department, 

WathingtOM,  D.  C,  November  27,  1S66. 

[Beceived  4.30  p.  m.] 

New  Orlbans,  November  27, 1866. 
General  U.  S.  Grant,  Chmmanding  Army: 

I  am  just  in  receipt  of  news  from  Brownsville,  and  fear  that  General  Sedg- 
wick, commanding  the  sub-district  of  the  Rio  Grande,  will,  for  some  nnaccount- 
able  and  unjustifiable  reason,  demand  of  Canales  the  surrender  of  the  town  of 
Matamoras,  on  the  plea  of  preventing  the  pillage  of  houses  of  Americiina,  &c. 
The  situation  there  is  thia :  General  Kscobedo  ia  in  front  of  the  city  with  abont 
three  thousand  five  hundred  (3,500)  men,  and  Canalea  offered  to  aurrender  if  the 
liberal  government  would  pay  the  merchants  who  have  been  aupporting  him 
in  his  illegal  and  iofamoas  acta.    This  Escobedo  would  not  agree  to.    I  very 
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much  fear  that  theae  veiy  merchants  have  in  Bome  vajr  fotten  aronnd  Sedg- 
wick, who  ie,  I  fear,  not  a  utrong  man,  aad  have  prompted  him  to  this  action 
which  ho  coutemplates.  I  have  heretofore  notified  you  that  these  very  mer- 
chants were  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  troubles  over  there.  There  is  perfect 
harmony  between  Sedgwick  and  General  Escobedo,  and  no  objections  are 
made  to  the  contemplated  act  of  General  Sed^ick.  Should  General  Sedg- 
wick act  as  I  have  some  reason  to  expect,  I  will  at  once  disapprove  of  his 
action  and  relievo  him  from  his  command.  I  have  telegraphed  to  General 
Sedgwick  disapproving  his  contemplated  act,  or  any  action  he  may  have  taken 
in  view  of  it. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectful ly,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHEEIDAN, 

Major  General  U.S.A.  . 

Official:  GEO.  K.  LEET,  A.  A.  G. 


Mr.  Stanton  to  Major  General  Sheridan. 

War  Dbpartmbnt, 
Waghmgton  City,  Nonember  30,  1866 — i  p.  m. 
Yonr  telegram  of  the  S7tli  instant  to  General  Grant  in  relation  to  the  con- 
templated action  of  General  Sedgwick  in  crossinf;  the  Rio  Grande  has  been  inb- 
mitted  to  the  Fresident  and  yonr  Action  in  relation  to  General  Sedgwick  is  ap- 
proved, and  General  Sedgwick's  proposed  action  disapproved.  If  he  shall  have 
crossed  the  Rio  Grande  you  will  relieve  him  and  place  him  in  arrest,  to  await 
tbo  I'arthei  order  of  the  President  coDceming  him. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Major  Gen.  P.  H.  Shbrida.v, 

New  Orleant,  Lottiiiana. 


Major  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Gclp, 

New  Orleans,  Louitiana,  November  30,  1S66. 

My  Drar  General:  The  report  in  the  newspapera  that  General  Sedgwick 
Lad  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  is  premature.  He  certainly  had  not  croi^Md  or 
demanded  tlic  surrender  of  the  town  on  the  ^ZA  instant,  and  I  hope  he  has  ust 
made  this  blunder. 

There  is  no  ditubt  in  my  mind  but  that  General  Sedgwick  has  had  some  in- 
fluence brought  to  bear  on  him. 

Scilgwick  went  over  to  ^latamoras  and  took  breakfast  with  the  merchant?  on 
the  morning  be  wrote  the  letter  which  I  enclosed  to  you.  There  is  something 
wrong  about  this  transaction. 

Escobedo  was  about  lo  take  the  place  by  assault  and  was  able  to  do  it.  when 
Sedgwick  apparently  adopted  his  course  to  prevent  it  and  save  the  mercha&t^- 
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The  whole  affair,  sbonld  it  lake  place,  will  not  complicate  things,  and  my 
disapproval  of  it  muat  have  reached  Brownsrille  yesterdaj,  39th  instant. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

P,  H.  SHERIDAN. 

Major  General  U.  S.  A. 
Gen.  U.  S.  Gba.nt, 

Commanding  Armiei  United  Statei,  Wathington,  D.  C. 
Official : 

GEO.  K.  LEET, 
Aiiislanl  Adjutant  General. 


No.  167. 


Major  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant. 

HBADdUARTERS  DePAHTMSNT  OK  TUB  GVLK, 

Neu!  Orleam,  Decfmber  1,  1866 — 10  a.  m. 
Gb.vbbal  :  I  have  an  opportunity  to  go  over  to  the  Rio  Grande  ttiie  evening, 
and  by  going  I  think  I  con  settle  the  Ortega  afiair,  also  the  Sedgwick  trouble,  if 
any  baa  occurred,  and  put  things  on  a  good  footing,  bnt  I  would  like  to  have 
your  approval  of  iny  absence.  Affairs  are  in  good  condition  here,  and  General 
Forsytb  commanicates  to  me  from  Texas  frontier,  no  Indian  tronbles. 
P.  H.  SHEEIDAN. 

Major  General. 
General  U.  S.  Gra.vt. 
Official :  GEO.  K.  LEET, 

Auistant  Adjutant  General. 


No.  168. 


Major  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant. 

New  Orlbans,  Louisiana,  December  10,  1866. 
Ge-xbral  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  notify  yon  of  my  return  from  tbe  Rio  Grande 
frontier.  I  hare  }he  honor  to  report  affurs  there  in  very  good  condition.  Oq 
the  28th  of  November  General  Sedgwick  demanded  and  obtained  the  surrender 
of  the  city  of  Matamoras  from  General  Canales,  occupying  it  with  about  one 
handred  men.  On  the  30th  he  received  my  orders  disapproving  his  action,  and 
withdrew  his  men  to  our  side  of  the  river.  The  object  of  tbe  occnpation  was 
for  the  alleged  purpop^of  protecting  American  citizens,  bnt  tbe  real  facta  are 
that  he  waa  made  tbe  cat's-paw  of  suewd  mercbanta  of  Matamoras,  who  wanted 
to  secure  tbe  liabilities  which  were  due  to  them  from  Canales  before  he  was 
obliged  to  give  np  the  city  to  tb^^^ral  forces.  General  Sedgwick's  action  was 
without  aathority  and  in  violatfon  of  written  iDStructione  as  to  tbe  manner  in 
which  tbe  grievances  of  Amercian  citizens  in  Matamoras  should  be  redressed. 
I  have  relieved  him  from  bis  command,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  placed  him  in  arrest,  subject  to  further  orders  from  the  Presi- 
dent. Matamoras  passed  into  tbe  bands  of  Escobedo  on  the  30th  of  November, 
and  a  better  condition  of  affairs  now  exists  on  the  Bio  Grande  frontier  than  has 
for  the  last  ugbteen  months.  A  detailed  report  will  be  forwarded  by  to-morrow's 
mail. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN. 

Major  General. 
General  IJ.  S.  Grant,  Washington. 
0£Scial :  GEO.  K.  LEET, 

Ai>i>tant  Adjutant  Gatfol 
35  Mbx.  ,  -  I 
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Major  General  S/ieriiian  to  General  Grant. 

Skw  Orleans,  December  11,  1866—1  p.m. 
General:  I  telegraphed  jou  Inst  cvcniog  of  the  good  condition  of  aJTair:< 
OD  the  Rio  Grnnde.  IncHct  of  General  Sedgwick  ga\'e  rise  tonocomplication.^: 
in  fact,  General  E^cobedo  called  od  itie  to  asV.  inc  not  to  hold  him  respoDsibli' 
for  it.  The  Canalea  faction  having  been  Giibmei^d,  I  was  enabled  tn  releaei: 
General  Ortega,  upon  Escobedo  promising  ibat  he  would  look  out  for  him.  There 
is  not  a  city  or  State  in  Mexico  which  takes  issue  against  Juarez's  govemroenl. 
On  mj  return  I  met  General  Sherman  at  Brazos  Sautiago.  He  had  just  omc 
from  Vera  Cnii:,  and  wae  rn  route  with  llr.  Campbell  for  Malamoras. 

P,  H.  SHERIDAN. 


General  U  S.  Grant. 


Major  Genera!,  ifc. 


Official;  GEO.K.LEET, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Major  General  Sheridan  to  Breict  Major  General  Raiclins. 

Headquarters  Depaht.mext  of  the  Gilf. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  December  1 1,  1866. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  recent  trip 
to  the  Bio  Grande  frontier;  I  arrived  at  Brownsville  at  4  o'clock  on  the  luoni- 
ing  of  the  6th  instant,  and  found  that,  ou  the  S4th  of  November,  General  Sedg- 
wick, commanding  the  sab-district  of  the  Rio  Grande,  had  demanded  aad 
received  the  eairender  of  the  city  of  Matamoras  front  Canalcs,  who  arbitrarily 
held  possesion  of  the  city  against  the  legitimate  anthority  of  hie  govcnuneuL 
That,  on  the  30th  nltimo,  the  few  United  States  troops  (about  fifty)  holding 
the  city  had  been  withdrawn,  in  obedience  to  instructiimssenthy  me  diaapproviig 
the  act  of  occupation  or  any  action  arising  from  it. 

The  motives  which  influenced  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Sedgwick  in  this  tci 
are  unknown  to  me,  but  tbe  alleged  one  of  protecting  American  citizens  anJ 
their  property  was  in  violation  of  a  decision  made  by  tbe  honorable  Secreury 
of  State  on  tliis  subject,  which  decision  is  on  file  in  his  office. 

The  case  presents  itself  to  my  mind  in  this  way :  After  the  surrender  of 
Matamoras  to  General  Carvajal,  the  merchants  of  Matamoras— most  of  then 
fbrejgc-bom,  and  some  claiming  American  citisensbip,  but  altrs  Maximilian  ad- 
herents and  blockade  runners  during  the  rebellion — induced  CanalcB  («  noted 
character)  to  pronounce  against  the  authority  of  the  liberal  government.  Tbe; 
bad  two  objects  in  this :  first,  tr>  help  the  imperial  cause  by  creating  as  mncb 
dissension  as  possible  among  the  liberal  leaders  ;  second,  that  they  might  p*« 
out  goods  from  the  city  free  of  duty,  or  nearly  bo.  This  worked  well  for  them. 
and  goods  said  to  amount  to  a  Itirge  sum  of  money  were  so  moved  out. 

This  condition  of  affairs  continued  until  General  Escohedo,  in  comm.ind  of  the 
liberal  forces,  advanced  troops  against  Matamoras  for  its  recapture.  Pendiog 
this  event  Ortega  was  sent  for,  and,  as  Canales  was  a  usurper,  it  was  necessary 
to  support  him  by  a  more  noted  character  like  Ortega  ;  hot  Ortega  bavin|;  been 
arrested  at  Brnzos  Suntiagn,  and  Escobcdo  having  laid  siege  to  the  city,  ihost 
mercbanls  were  obliged  to  change  tiuir  plans.     They  then  proposed  that  O- 
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nales  elioiild  surrender  the  cit^  to  Escobedo,  if  E^cobedo  would  agree  to  pay 
them  the  money  given,  or  said  to  have  been  given,  to  Canales,  the  amount  beine 
?ome  BIX  hundred  tbounand  dollar?,  ($600,000.)  This  Eacobedo  refused,  and 
fearing  that  they  would  lone  their  claim,  and  pcrhnpa  their  property,  if  the  city 
was  taken,  they  brought  their  influence  to  bear  on  Breret  Brigadier  General 
Sedgvick,  nnd  made  him  their  "  cat's-paw  "  to  protect  their  interests.  Thia  ia 
the  point  of  the  wliole  aS'air. 

The  occnpation  of  the  city  was  a  mere  mattur  of  form,  and  had  the  consent  of 
General  Escobedo,  who  made  iio  objections,  and  since  the  city  passed  into  his 
hands  has  called  on  General  Sedgwick  in  the  most  fiiendly  manner,  and'asked 
me  to  forgive  hix  action. 

There  is  little  doubt  but  that  this  unauthorised  and  harmless  intervention  does 
mnch  to  reconcile  and  bring  about  the  very  good  condition  of  affairs  that  ex- 
isted in  Matamoras  when  I  left  Browasville,  which  condition  of  affairs  enabled 
me  t"  release  General  Ortega,  as  he  had  but  few  friends  on  the  Mexican  side 
afler  the  suppression  of  the  Canalea  usurpation. 

I  am,  genera],  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Major  General  U.  S.  A. 

Brevet  Major  General  J.  A.  Rawli.vs, 

Chief  of  StaJ.  Waihington,  D.  C. 


Official : 


GEO.  K.  LEET, 

Auulant  Adjutant  General. 


Copy  of  an  article  publithed  in  the  Rio  Grande  Courier,  of  date  Browntville 
December  7,  1666. 

THE  OCCUPANCY  OF  MATAMORAS. 

From  the  despatches  which  appear  in  the  northern  papers,  via  Louisville, 
coupled  with  the  arrival  of  GcDeral  Sheridan  at  this  point,  it  would  seem  well 
settled  that  Colonel  Thomas  D.  Sedgwick  either  has  been,  or  immediately  wilt 
be,  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  snb-district  of  the  Kio  Grande. 

While  the  primary  cause  of  this  is,  no  doubt,  the  dissatisfaction  felt  by  high 
authority  on  account  of  hia  conrse  in  the  late  occupancy  of  Matamoras,  yet  it  ia 
more  than  probable  that  a  /me  change  would  have  occurred  at  an  early  date. 

While  we  know  of  no  earthly  reason  for  reSecting  upon  the  good  intentioos 
of  Colonel  Sedgwick,  yet  it  Uaa  been  well  understood  that  the  delicate  poaitioiL 
of  affairs  here  requires  a  man  of  enlarged  expLTience,  both  in  military  and  civil 
matters.  Colonel  Sedgwick  came  to  the  comcninU  by  virtue  of  seniority  of  rank 
solely,  and  without  regard  to  fitness  orquaiificntion.  He  did  not  seek  the  place. 
Indeed,  without  claiming  to  speak  by  authority,  we  think  we  can  safely  say  that 
he  accepted  it  only  because  hia  official  duty  did  not  allow  him  to  decline  it. 

It  has  so  happened  that  the  difficulties  over  the  river,  and  the  machinations 
upon  this  side,  have  been  far  greater  and  more  numerous  than  usual  during  his 
administration,  making  hia  duties  the  more  intricate  and  arduous. 

It  is  imposaiblc  for  either  the  authorities  at  New  Orleans  or  at  Washington 
to  lay  down  a  conrae  of  conduct  to  be  followed  in  every  case  which  may  arise. 
All  they  can  do  is  to  mark  out  a  general  line  of  policy,  leaving  to  the  good 
sense  and  judgment  of  the  commander  here  to  attend  to  the  details.  To  do  this 
is  oftentimes  l£e  most  difficult  part  of  the  task. 

The  interests  upon  the  other  side  of  the  Itio  Grande  are  so  often  complicated, 
the  leaders  bo  numerous,  their  professions  ao  persistent,  and  their  skill  at  diplo- 
macy so  great,  backed  up,  as  they  are,  by  any  number  of  shrewd,  intelligent 
.awyers,  that  he  is  indeed  a  man  of  unusual  iutelligeuce  who  can  cope  wi^  them. 
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And  For  this  reasoo  wc  eiy,  as  we  have  before  eaid,  that  there  is  no  place  upon 
the  continent  where  a  commanding  oflicer  of  great  sagacity  and  firmncsB  is  more 
required. 

Tn  the  late  fiasco,  for  such  it  wai>,  Colonel  Sedgwick  has  been  simplr  oatwitled 
hy  a  combination  of  military  and  civil  influences,  the  latter  mostly  of  American 
nationality. 

The  foreign  merchants  and  captlnliste  of  Matamoras,  who  hare  been  compelled 
to  advance  money  to  Canale?,  were  naturally  enough  nnxions  for  its  relnni. 
Eacobedo,  in  all  atltmpts  which  were  made  at  negotiations,  persistently  refused 
to  recognize  Canales's  engagements.  These  merchants  were  consequently  op- 
posed to  any  surreuder  of  the  city  which  should  involve  the  loss  of  the  money 
sdvonced  by  them.  Many  of  them  were  Americans,  and,  in  these  matters,  had 
the  ear  of  the  commanding  ofGcer.  In  their  advice  hnd  representations  they 
were  of  course  influenced  by  their  interests.  They  were  also  in  the  confidence 
of  Canalee,  for.  in  the  matter  pending,  their  interests  lay  with  him.  With  these, 
and  with  Canalce.  who  profcBsedly  recognized  Juarez  as  President,  Colonel 
Sedgwick  had  to  deal ;  every  question  which  might  at  tiie  same  time  arise,  the 
more  complicated  by  the  preeence  of  an  army,  under  the  command  of  the  recog- 
nized representative  of  Juarez,  besieging  the  city,  for  whose  enccess  Genenl 
Sedgwick  was  at  all  times  anxious.  The  reenlt  was  a  blunder  which,  in  ib 
practical  results,  was  in  this  instance  "  worse  than  a  crime."  The  object  de- 
sired, viz.,  the  advancement  of  Escobeda's  interest,  was  not  obtained,  bat  rather 
the  contraiT,  as  the  presence  of  the  American  force,  in  the  attack  which  followed, 
contributed  very  greatly  to  the  success  of  Canales.  Nor,  as  it  seems,  were  the 
wishes  of  the  government  carried  out.  as,  in  rendering  assistauce  to  Juares,  hia 
instructions  did  not  warrant  the  occupancy  of  American  territory.  The  resnll 
has  been  Colonel  Sedgwick's  removal.  Though  not  as  generally  well  known  u 
his  predecessors,  socially  he  has  been  popular  with  our  citizens,  and,  aside  from 
his  otEcial  duties,  hi»  departure  from  among  ns  (should  this  be  involved)  « ill  be 
regretted.  In  commenting  upon  his  course  iu  'he  late  affair,  thit  jountal  hu 
felt  compelled  to  criticise  it  with  some  severity.  The  result  has  shown  that  w* 
were  correct. 

In  doing  ao,  we  have  been  actuated  by  no  nnkind  feelings  to  Colonel  Sedg- 
wick, but  have  acted  solely  for  the  honor  and  ioterest  of  the  Americau  name. 

HEAnQiTARTBRS  A.  U.  S.,  December  27,  18C6. 
Official : 

GEO.  K.  LEET,  A.  A.  G. 


Mr.  Romero  to  Mr.  Heieard. 
[TransUtion.] 
MB.tlCAN  LBQATION  TO  TUB  UnITBD  StaTSS  OP  AmRRICA, 

Waihingfon,  December  13,  1866. 
Mr.  Sechbtaby:  For  some  days  past  the  public  press  of  this  country  have 
been  publishing  the  report  of  a  strange  act,  attributed  to  General  Sedgwkk. 
commanding  in  chief  the  United  States  forces  at  Brownsville,  State  of  Texa& 
It  has  been  said  that  tlie  general  referred  to  sent  troops  of  the  United  States, 
who  occupied  Matamoras,  at  the  moment  when  that  city  was  attacked  by  Greneral 
Escobedo,  to  carry  out  the  orders  he  had  from  the  government  of  tlie  Mexican 
republic ;  the  necessary  result  of  such  occupation  being,  under  the  circumatanccc 
in  which  that  garrison  stood,  to  interpose  great  difficulty  to  its  capture  by  Oenenl 
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Eecobedo,  whose  forces  were,  in  cnn sequence,  repnleed  with  serioue  and  lament- 
able loBses.  This  narrative,  with  more  or  less  detaila,  has  been  conSrmed  by 
private  letters.  Besides,  I  hoped  to  have  before  me  the  official  report  of  such 
occairences  in  order  to  recur  to  yon  in  presenting  the  complaintE  which  thecase 
ehould  require. 

Notwithstanding,  I  have  not  vet  been  able  to  obtain  the  official  report  wljich 
I  wished  for,  and  aa  I  have  no  doobt  that  the  facts  treated  of  have  sabstantially 
taken  place  as  the  press  has  related  them,  I  think  myself  obliged  to  call  to  them 
your  attention,  transmitting  to  you  herewith  the  annexed  extracts  from  the 
Tribnne  and  the  World,  of  New  York — correspondent  with  the  Gth  day  of  this 
month.  Convinced,  aa  I  am,  through  various  trnstworthy  reports,  that  the 
occupation  of  Uatamoran,  to  which  I  allude,  did  not  emanate  from  orders  and 
instructions  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  my  object  now  is  only  to 
express  the  pain  caused  to  me  by  this  uncalled  for  occurrence,  through  the  mis- 
chief it  occasioned  to  the  loyal  forces  of  my  government,  no  less  than  for  the 
einiater  constnictionB  which  the  enemies  of  the  Mexican  republic  might  put 
upon  it,  by  attributing  it  to  a  direct  intervention  of  the  United  Stales  in  the 
domestic  nffairs  of  that  republic. 

I  should  assure  you  that  I  entertain  well-fonuded  confidence  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  will  take  the  measures  necessary  to  chastise  all  who 
are  responsible  for  the  acts  to  which  I  confine  myself,  and  to  avoid  in  future  the 
repetition  of  the  like. 

I  avail  of  this  occasion  to  repeat  to  yon,  Mr.  Secietary,  the  assurances  of  my 
most  distinguished  consideration. 

M.  IIOMERO. 

Hon-  William  H.  Seward,  l,e.,  ice.,  tiv. 


[Special  despalch  to  tlic  New  York  WotIJ,  DeccmlMT  6,  ISu.i.] 

CiNCLNNATI,  December  5. 

A  special  despatch  to  the  Commercial,  from  Brownsville,  Texas,  dated  Ko- 
vember  30,  says : 

"  General  Sedgwick,  nn  the  24th,  made  a  formal  demand  on  Colonel  Canales 
for  the  immediate  surrender  of  Kfatamoras,  which  was  acceded  to,  and  Canales 
occupied  the  fortification  b,  while  the  American  flag  floats  over  tlie  city.  A  suf- 
ficient uumber  of  troops  occupy  the  city  to  render  the  occupation  secure. 

"  Elecobedo  attacked  Ciiriales  on  the  27ib,  aud  a  desperate  battle  ensued,  last- 
ing three  liours,  resulting  in  the  defeat  of  Escobedo,  with  a  lo^s  of  six  hundred 
men,  including  Oeneral  Esjiinosa.     Colonel  Canales  lost  seventy-rive  men. 

Kscobedo  lays  his  defeat  to  tlie  interference  of  United  States  troops." 

"  Another  despatch  says  Eacnbedo  attacked  Canales  in  Matamoras  on  Tuesday 
morning  at  half-past  five  o'clock,  but  fell  back  after  two  hours'  desperate  strug- 
gle. One  occasion  of  his  defeat  was  the  occupation  of  Matamuras,  three  days  before, 
by  a  body  of  American  troops,  who  relieved  Canales  of  the  city,  and  left  him  to 
use  his  force  in  defending  the  fortifications. 

Escobedo  indignantly  complains  of  tlie  action  of  General  Sedgwick.  He 
expects  re-enforcements,  when  he  will  resume  the  attack.  Meanwhile,  the  Ameri- 
can flag  floats  within  the  besieged  defences. 

9EtO.\D   DESPATCH. 

CiNci.WATi,  December  5, 

The  following  is  the  full  despatch  to  the  Commercial ; 

The  city  of  Matamoras  was  surrendered  to  General  Sedgwick,  commanding 
the  United  Sutus  forces  on  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  evening  of  the  ^4th  insUnt. 
Colonel  J.  G.  Perkins,  of  the  nineteenth  United  States  colored  infantry,  waa 
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placed  in  command.  One  hundred  and  eighteen  men  of  the  fourth  cavalry 
crossed  over  and  t.ccupied  the  city  on  that  day. 

Colonel  CannlcB  made  an  official  atateinent  to  General  Sedgwick  that,  owing 
to  his  inability  to  pay  liit>  troops,  he  could  no  longer  correct  them,  wherenpon 
Sedgwick  immediately  demamled  the  enrrendcr  of  the  place,  which  was  granted. 

The  following  were  the  lermB  :  First,  Colonel  Canalee  shall  place  Matumorae 
under  the  orders  of  ttie  commander  of  the  United  Stat«B  forces.  Second,  th« 
latter  guarantees  to  Canales  and  his  farces  their  liberty  and  secures  the  safety 
of  their  interestf^.  Third,  the  persons  and  interests  of  all  the  inbabitAuts  of 
Uatamoras  are  to  be  respected,  no  matter  to  what  nationality  tbey  belong. 
Fonrtb,  Ihe  forces  of  Canalcs  aie  to  maintain  their  actual  position.  Fifth, 
no  forccB  pball  enter  ihe  place  except  those  of  the  United  States. 

It  will  be  Been  that,  under  the  agreement,  General  Sedgwick  pledges  himself 
that  the  forces  of  Escobedo,  now  besieging  the  city,  shall  not  enter  therein,  and 
ibat  the  forces  of  Cansles  sliall  remain  within  the  fortifications. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  25tb,  Colonel  Perkins  issued  the  following  order, 
which  was  posted  about  tlie  streets  : 

[GeiKral  Order  No.  I.] 

Ueadqi  ARTERS  Umted  Staths  Forces, 

Matamorat,  Noreinbcr  24,  1866. 

According  to  the  orders  wbicb  the  undersigned  has  received,  be  takes  command 
of  this  city  in  the  name  of  the  United  Stales.     The  persons  belonging  to  my  ataf 
are  the  following :  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Patterson,  assistant  adjutant  general;  W.  T. 
Tiarkin,  provost  marshal,  who  shall  be  obeyed  and  respected  as  such. 
M.  G.  PERKINS, 
CommaNder  United  SlaUt  Force*. 

A  body  of  colored  troops  passed  over  Saturday  night.  During  Sunday  ■ 
pontoon-  bridge  was  laid  at  the  ferry -way. 

On  Sunday  evening,  through  the  inBtrumentality  of  General  Sedgwick,  bb 
interview  was  arranged  between  Canales  and  Escobedo,  for  the  purpoee  of  wi- 
tling existing  difficulties.  Much  bickering  and  recrimination  ensued,  and  nothing 
was  accomplished. 

Escobedo  announced  his  intention  to  attack  the  city  at  once.  Monday,  the 
S6th,  passed  in  quiet.  Colonel  Perkins  having  been  taken  sick.  Brevet  Colon^ 
A.  M.  Bandall,  company  I,  first  artillery,  was  placed  in  command,  and  the 
American  troops  occupied  the  plaza,  while  Colonel  Canales  remained  witfain  thr 
fortili  cations. 

The  attack  began  at  5  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  27th.  Escobedo  opened  his  attack, 
the  Ameiican  flag  meanwhile  floating  from  the  Government  Uoose.  A  feint 
was  made  by  Cortinss  on  the  south  side  of  the  city,  while  the  main  attack  wm 
made  on  the  north  side.  Brisk  firing  continned  up  to  7  o'clock,  but  the  attack 
was  repulsed  at  every  point.  The  American  force  in  the  city  preserved  peat* 
and  guarded  the  ferry,  practically  acting  as  provost  guard. 

Escobedo,  who  is  endeavoring  to  enforce  the  authority  of  Juarez,  attribtite« 
his  defeat  to  the  moral  effect  of  the  presence  of  the  Americans,  which  he  cod- 
eidei^d  increased  the  strength  of  Cannlca  threefold.  He  claims  tbat  orden 
were  forwarded  to  General  Sedgwick  from  Washington  to  afford  him  alt  the  as- 
sistance which  be  might  require  in  sustaining  the  authority  of  Juarez,  and  that. 
instead  of  doing  it,  be  has  assisted  Can.iles,  who  is  in  open  rebellion, 

Escobedo's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  captured  and  deserted,  foots  up  seven 
hundred  and  fourteen  men. 

During  the  fight  on  Taesday  morning  Colonel  Randall  sent  a  message,  D&dtf 
flag  of  truce,  to  Eacobedo,  informing  him  that  the  United  States  forces  held  the 
place,  and  directing  that  in  no  case  ahonld  his  forGe«  advance  beyond  the  forti- 
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fications  withont  communicating  with  faim  (Randall.)  Escobedo  responded  that 
he  ahaald  be  guided  h^  circumetaDces ;  that  the  American  cnmmander  had 
promised  him  to  nitlidraw  all  hia  troops,  save  iifty  men ;  and  tb»t  be  had  broken 
his  proiaiso  hy  retaining  three  himdri;d  men  in  the  place.  Randal),  who  had  re- 
ceived orders  in  no  case  to  fire  on  E^cobedo'd  men,  immediately  made  arrange- 
ments to  withdraw  with  the  army  in  ca^e  he  should  be  attacked.  Battery  I,  of 
the  first  artillery,  was  stationed  on  the  American  bank  to  cover  the  troops*  if 
for  any  reason  they  should  have  to  fall  back. 

The  foUonring  is  a  memorandum  of  the  agreement  entered  into  betwe<'n  Seclg* 
ftick  and  Escobedo  prior  to  the  attack  : 

First.  General  Sedgwick  ausnres  General  Escobedo  of  the  continued  friend- 
ship of  the  United  Slates  government  towards  himself  and  the  liberal  govem- 
meat. 

Second.  The  American  commander  considers  himself  as  morally  holding  the 
city  of  Matamoras,  under  the  terms  of  Canales's  surrender  of  that  place  to  him; 
bnt  it  is  for  no  hostile  purpose,  as  regards  the  force  commanded  by  General  Es- 
cobedo, but  to  protect  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens  and  others  of 
foreign  nationality. 

I'hird.  That  the  American  commander  will  withdraw  the  armed  forces  in  case 
ao  attack  is  made,  with  the  exception  of  fifty  men  and  two  officers,  who  will 
report  their  presence  to  General  Escobedo  should  he  capture  the  city. 

Fourth.  That  the  United  States  forces  shall  hold  Santa  Cruz  and  the  ferry, 
and  that  no  armed  men  shall  croas  to  the  American  shore.  This  agreement  had 
not  been  made  known  to  Colonel  Randall  when  he  sent  out  the  flag  of  truce. 

RUMORS  OF  A.\  ATTACK  OS  BROWXSVILLB 

by  Cortinas,  were  rife  on  l\iesday,  the  27th,  and  two  hundred  citizens  were  en- 
rolled for  defence;  they  were  armed  by  the  United  States  authorities.  It 
proved  nothing  but  a  scare.  On  Wednesday  this  force  was  retained  under  arms 
to  keep  down  any  outbreak  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  population,  as  such  was 
threatened. 

The  occupancy  of  Uatamoras  by  the  Americans  cauEed  the  most  bitter  feel- 
ing among  the  people,  and  prominent  citizens  are  accused  of  exciting  the  lower 
orders  to  an  attack  on  the  troops.  General  Sedgwick's  course  is  regarded  as 
iaconiprehcnsihle.  He  seems  at  first  to  have  determined  to  take  possession  of 
and  hold  the  city,  with  a  view  of  eventually  turning  it  over  to  Escob'ido,  and 
to  have  subsequently  changed  his  mind  and  held  it  for  the  purpose  of  protect- 
ing American  and  other  foreign  citizens,  while  Canales  and  Escobedo  were 
fighting  over  the  fortifications. 

His  position  rids  Canales  of  the  necessity  of  taking  care  of  the  city  and  of 
protecting  the  ferry.  The  impression  among  his  troops  was  that  the  American 
forces  were  in  the  city  to  assist  them  if  necessary. 

Escobedo  announces  his  intention  to  renew  the  attack  at  an  early  date. 
Sedgwick  has  writti-n  to  him  stating  that  he  desired  his  success,  and  would  do 
what  he  could  to  assist  him.     Escobedo  returned  a  very  bitte.-  response. 

General  Sedgwick,  apparently  realizing  the  effect  of  his  act,  is  doing  what 
he  can  to  remedy  it.  All  supplies  for  Canales  from  this  side  have  been  stopped, 
mid  all  tlie  forces  have  been  withdrawn,  save  a  company  of  colored  troops. 

The  steamer  baa  just  arrived  from  New  Orleans  and  returns  at  once.  It 
brought  despatches  to  General  Sedgwick,  on  receipt  of  which,  orders  were 
i»itu(^  for  the  withdra^^al  of  the  troops  from  Matamoras. 

Advices  received  here  from  the  city  of  Mexico  say  that  Mejia  left  that  city 
Octiibcr  2,  with  orders  to  march  on  Matamoras  with  all  speed.  Another  report 
say»  the  liberal  foicc  under  Queviro,  Narajano,  and  others  were  completely 
routed  at  the  Hacienda  de  los  Bocas,  near  San  Luis  Potosi.     Quiroga  left  the 
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Brownsville,  December  1,  1866. 
Upon  the  demand  of  General  Sedgwick,  tbe  city  of  Matamoras,  with  the  for- 
tifications and  troope,  were  eurreiidered  to  tbe  United  States  last  evening.  The 
troops  arc  lo  be  ti'eated  as  prisoners  of  war  of  tbe  United  States.  Their  liree 
and  property  are  fully  guaranteed.  Tbe  city  will  be  turned  over  to  Eecobedo. 
He  is  repotted  id  poeseEsion. 


[By  telp^Kph  lo  the  Npw  Yoik  Tiibun^,  December  C,  1866.] 


Washington,  December  5. 


Bbow^isvillb,  Nocefuber  30. 

Americaii  neutrality  on  tbe  Mexican  border  has  again  been  sacrificed,  bat 
this  time,  instead  of  on  the  side  of  Juarez  and  jnstice,  as  under  gallant,  bat 
too  impetuous  Weitzel,  it  has  been  prostituted  to  serve  a  rebel  and  mntineer,  as 
Servanda  Canales,  tbe  usurper  of  Matamoraa,  is  to  our  government  as  mncb  u 
outlaw  as  Mejia,  the  imperialist.  Tlie  former  lacks  tbe  personal  claims  tbU 
entitled  the  gentlemanly  commander  and  sober  repreaen tatty e  of  Maximilian  to 
reBpect  and  consideration.  Tbe  mistake  of  General  Sedgwick,  tbcrefore.  in  ia- 
terfering  in  favor  of  CanaJeB,  is  both  a  diplomatic  and  moral  blonder.  On  Sat- 
urday, tbe  24th  instant,  Escobedo,  with  about  S,700  men,  being  expected  to 
attack  Uatamoras,  Canales  expreeaed  a  desire  to  snrrendei  tbe  place  to  CoIohpI 
Sedgwick,  alleging,  as  his  excuse,  that  he  conld  not  control  bis  own  command, 
wbicb,  bo  eaid,  nnlees  restrained,  would  resort  to  pillage.  His  request  and 
reasons  for  this  having  been  stated  in  writing.  General  Sedgwick  responded  by 
immediately  croesiiig  a  detachment  of  the  4th  cavalry  and  the  19th  United 
States  colored  infantry,  the  former  under  Brevet  Colonel  Mclntyre  and  tlw 
latter  under  Colonel  Perkins.  Colonel  Fcrkinn.  with  bis  colored  troops,  took 
station  at  Santa  Cruz,  which  is  at  the  ferry  and  about  two  miles  from  the  city. 
Mclntyre  went  into  town  and  tbe  next  Sunday  morning  published  an  order  t*- 
suDiing  command  of  the  surrendered  city  by  virtue  of  rank,  forbidding  any 
but  United  States  soldiers  to  carry  arms,  forbidding  soldiers  to  pass  or  repaH 
without  authority,  and  requiring  foreign  citizens  to  register  tbemselres  at  their 
several  consulates,  and  to  pass  goods,  if  subject  to  pass,  from  headquarters  of 
the  American  occupation.  This  order  was  countermanded  and  taken  down  by 
Colonel  Perkins,  sustained  by  General  Sedgwick.  Brevet  Lienteuant  Colonel 
Randall,  Ist  United  States  artillery,  soon  after  succeeded  Mclntyre  in  coni- 
mand. 

Thus,  wliile  the  city  appeared  nominally  surrendered  to  tbe  Americana,  not 
only  were  Canales's  troops  permitted  to  retain  their  arms,  but  left  free  to  occupy 
in  full  force  the  fortili cations  agaiust  which  Escobedo  was  to  move.  Late  San- 
day  evening  a  meeting  between  Escobedo  and  Canales  waa  arranged  by  Brevet 
Brigadier  General  Sedgwick,  to  tbe  end  of  an  amicable  settlement,  which,  of 
course,  was  impossible,  Escobedo,  justly  offended  at  tbe  new  attitude  of  affiirs 
and  tbe  moderate  sapport  rendered  by  Americans  to  tbe  canse  of  muliay,  te- 
fusing  to  accept  anything  lees  than  Qnconditional  surrender  for  Canales,  at  tbe 
same  time  demanding  ^e  withdrawal  of  the  United  States  troops  except  50 
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men,  to  remain  for  the  protection  of  American  intereats,  which  demand  was 
agreed  to  by  General  Sedgwick,  but  be  failed  to  comply  with  it.  Intitead  of  50, 
300  Americans  were  retained  in  the  city,  for  which  General  Sedgwick's  preca- 
rious excuse  is  that  it  subsequently  appeared  the  additional  nnmber  of  Ameri- 
cans were  absolutely  necessary  ae  a  defence  against  an  uprising  of  the  ciuzens, 
so  outraged  hy  such  ill-timed  intervention.  To  an  American  flag  of  tmce  sent 
out  on  the  morning  of  the  attack  to  iniuiirc  what  would  be  the  attitude  of  the 
assailants  toward  the  Americans,  Escobedo  retnrned  a  curt  reply  that,  as  the 
stipulations  had  been  violated,  his  own  course  would  be  euided  by  circum- 
etancee.  At  5  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  Escobedo  attacked  in  full  force,  with 
about  2,700  infantry  and  artillery.  The  attack  was  begun  upon  the  left,  the 
east  or  lower  side  of  the  city,  hy  Cortinas,  who  was  repulsed ;  next  at  Fort 
Monterey,  at  the  back  of  the  city,  oa  the  Monterey  road.  General  Lonnegane- 
ga  assaulted,  but  his  bridge  prepared  for  the  trench  proving  too  phort,  in  the 
delay  ensuing,  the  point  of  attack  was  re-enforced  and  rescued.  The  final  as- 
sault upon  the  usurper,  on  the  upper  or  west  side  of  the  city  by  the  cazadores 
and  two  squadrons  of  cavalry  under  Colonel  Flores,  was  also  snccessfully  re- 
pelled, by  the  ill-timed  intermeddling  of  Americans,  Cauales  being  enabled  to 
swing  his  whol«  force  from  side  to  side  as  needed,  without  fear  of  a  distracted 

The  following,  from  the  Ranchero  of  the  2dtb,  ia  ropresented  to  be  Escobe- 
do's  general  order  extraordinary; 

GBXeRAI,  0RDB8  FOR  THK  N 

The  general  iu  command  orders  that  to-morrow  Matamoraa  be  attacked  by 
the  forces  under  his  command.  For  this  the  following  columns  will  form,'t(> 
which  there  will  be  given  suitable  positious :  The  first  column  i>hall  attack  Fort 
Freeport,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Alonzo  Flores,  and  it  will  be  com- 
pwaed  of  the  battalion  of  Caxaborea  and  the  aquadrons  of  Fernandez,  Garcia,  and 
Perez  Vittareal.  The  second  column  shall  attack  Fort  Monterey.  It  will  be 
commanded  by  General  Lorenzo  Viga,  and  will  be  composed  of  the  Coahuila 
battalion,  a  company  of  the  Foreign  Legion,  and  free  corps  of  the  frontier.  The 
distance  between  theae  columns  will  be  covered  by  the  corps  of  explorers,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bnperto  Martinez.  General  Sosternes  Bocba 
will  have  chief  command  of  this  line  of  attack.  The  reserve  will  be  formed  of 
one  column  of  infantry  and  two  of  cavalry.  On  their  flanks,  the  first  will  bo 
composed  of  the  battalion  of  sappers  and  miners,  first  Nuevo  Leon,  under  com- 
mand of  General  Albino  Espinoza  and  his  subordinates,  composed  of  the  bodies 
which  form  the  light  cavalry  brigade,  under  command  of  their  chief.  Colonel 
Adolfo  Garza.  The  artillery  will  give  three  pieces  for  the  first  column  of  attack, 
six  for  the  second,  and  establish  its  respective  parks  in  convenient  positions. 
The  train  general  will  situate  himself  according  to  instructions  of  the  provost. 
The  Tamaulipas  brigade,  commanded  by  General  Juan  N.  GoTtinas,  will  attack 
the  fortificationa  of  the  line  which  to-day  covers  and  comprises  from  Fort  San 
Fernando  to  the  Rio  Grande,  by  the  oriental  part  of  the  city.  The  point  or 
points  which  ought  to  be  attacked  is  left  to  hie  discretion,  bat  on  hia  most  strict 
responsitniity  he  is  ordered  to  commence  attack  as  soon  as  the  line  which  attacks 
west  of  the  city  opena  artillery.  He  is  also  ordered,  within  half  aj^  hour  of  the 
broken  fire,  to  execute  the  assault  on  the  fortificatious  which  he  attacks.  Gen- 
eral Cortinas  will  make  a  boundary  in  order  to  take  possession  of  the  enemy's 
first  fortified  line  qnickly.  without  continuing  the  attack  to  the  interior  of  the 
city,  till  headquarters  give  him  proper  instmctiona,  in  order  to  avoid  a  meeting 
of  bis  column  and  the  columns  of  attack.  General  Cortinas  will  be  careful  to 
give  quick  notice  to  headquarters  as  soon  as  he  will  have  taken  possession  of 
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the  enemy's  first  fortified  line,  and  bold  it  at  all  hazards.  The  forces  which  at- 
tack the  place  will  have  for  watchword,  "  Oajaca,"  and  for  the  conotereigD, 
"  Durango,"  and  they  will  carry  for  distinction  a  green  leaf  of  any  kind  of  plant. 
The  troops  will  immediately  prepare  themselves  to  march  to  tlieir  respective 
positio'iiB.  At  thu  first,  order  will  he  given  hy  Oeneral  Cortinas  to  the  com- 
maoding  generals,  chief  officers  and  soldiers  who  cumpoec  the  forces  which  go 
to  attack  Alatamoras,  that  they  will  be  strict  and  active  in  discharge  of  datic?, 
which  are  more  important  than  ever  to  free  themselves.  The  aforesaid  geeertJ 
in  command  is  convinced  thst  each  and  every  one  of  the  citizens  who  make  up 
the  forces  with  whose  command  be  is  honored  nnderetands  very  well  the  object 
of  the  affair  which  to-day  ia  confided  to  their  valor  and  military  skill.  It  is  u 
important  and  glorious  as  if  it  treated  of  some  national  independence,  whicb  u 
the  principal  object  of  endeavors  of  all  Mexicans. 
Kbaduuartbrs,  front  of  Matamoraa. 

By  order  of  the  general  in  command  : 

FELIPE  BERRIOZABAL, 

Adjutant  Gtncral. 

Escobedo's  loss  is  rnmored  to  be  aboot  four  hundred.  His  right  bower.  Gen- 
eral Espinosa,  lies  mortally  wounded,  shot  through  both  thighs,  a  prisonn  ip 
Matamoras.  This  gallant  young  chiefUin,  a  native  of  San  Lais  Potosi,  atread; 
has  no  less  than  a  dozen  scars.  General  Bezvando  Canales,  youngest  brother  of 
M.  Canales,  was  killed,  and  another  brother,  Triatane,  seriously  wounded. 

The  American  fiag  is  reported  hr  Brownsville  papers  of  the  29th  to  be  still 
floating  over  Matamoras.  supported  oy  a  garrison  of  about  fifly  men.  Camlet, 
emboldened  by  success  and  backing,  still  holds  out,  and,  doubtless  to  the  in- 
creased irritation  of  Escohedo,  condescends  to  offer  an  arrangement  for  peace. 
Meanwhile,  the  American  commander  and  usurper  ia  Mexico  has  an  elephant  on 
hand  of  most  egregious  proportions.  It  is  fair  to  state  that  Brevet  Biigadiet 
General  Sedgwick  is  a  young  man,  and,  donbtless  unduly  influenced  by  repre- 
sentations from  interested  parties  in  Matamoras,  has  partly  himself  acted  in  pood 
faith.  Canales's  adjutant  general  (Major  Foster)  is  a  confederate — a  Xe" 
Yorker — who  is  said  to  have  remarked  of  the  American  flag  raised  over  M«l*- 
moras  that  he  had  fled  2.000  miles  in  vain  to  escape  its  shadow. 

fiflow\sviLLi!,  Noeetnbrr  30. 

Tuesday's  struggle  lasted  two  hours.  A  pontoon  was  laid  across  the  ri«r 
near  the  ferry  on  Sunday,  and  Colonel  Randall,  sensitive  of  his  ticklish  position. 
had  his  two  batteries  drawn  np  on  the  Americau  side  in  readiness  to  cross.  A 
regiment  of  volunteer  militia  was  raised  for  the  defense  of  Browsville.  an<i  «v 
commanded  hy  the  notorious  fiUihuster  and  confederate.  Colonel  Ford. 

It  is  said  that  Marshall,  the  new  American  agent,  surcessor  to  Mr.  Avery,  a 
now  in  Brownsville,  afraid  to  return  to  his  office,  such  is  the  danger  from  tbe 
loose  soldiery  of  Canales  and  from  citizens  enraged  at  American  intervenlioD. 
who  cry  on  the  streets  "Death  lo  the  Gringos!"  Escohedo,  it  is  understood,  u 
soon  as  re-enforced  by  Trevino,  will  renew  the  attack,  probably  this  week;  but 
the  hope  of  his  troops  must  again  he  compassed  hy  the  prospect  of  the  flag  oCa 
friend  strangely  supporting  tlie  foe. 

The  Tribune  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Steriing,  of  New  York  City,  who  courteously 
takes  charge  «f  these  despatches  to  telegraph  office,  Galveston. 


DiqilizscoyGodgle 
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Mr.  Stward  lo  Mr.  Romero. 

Ubpartme\t  of  State, 

Wathington.  December  17,  18GG. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknonrleJge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  13tb 
of  December,  iii  which  you  allude  lo  n  late  proceeding  of  ticiici-al  Sedgwick,  in 
taking  poseeeEion  of  Matamorne  and  holding  it  for  a  few  hourt>.  I  have  to 
inform  you  in  reply,  that  the  proceeding  of  General  Sedgwick  was  not  only 
without  authority  from  this  government,  but  is  understood  hy  this  department 
to  have  been  in  violation  of  the  ordcre  of  hia  militnry  BiiperiorB  ;  that  as  bood 
as  it  came  to  their  knowledge  the  proceeding  was  disallowea  and  couutermanded, 
and  that  General  Sedgwick  was  thereupon  suspended  from  command  and  sub- 
jected to  discipline.  I  am  nnable  to  write  with  precision  upon  the  subject  for 
want  of  full  information  ;  but  I  think  there  is  sufficient  ground  for  believing 
that  General  Sedgwick's  erroi'  was  committed  under  pressing  importunities 
from  persons  residing  in  Matamoras,  amenable  to  the  government  of  Mexico, 
and  that  his  indiscreet  proceeding  was  regarded  by  him  aa  favorable  to  that 
government,  instead  of  being  injuriona  to  it,  or  likely  to  give  offence. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you  my  assurances  of  the  high- 
est consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

SeiioT  Do\  Matias  Romkro,  ^.,  4e.,  fy:. 


No.  IV. 

EVACUATION  OF  MEXICO  BY  THE  FRENCH. 
Lilt  of  pajteri. 

173.  Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr,  Seward May       16,  1S66. 

174.  Same  to  same May       31,  .  "' 

175.  Mr.  Hay  to  Mr.  Seward August  10,  1866, 

176.  Mr.  Seward  to  the  Marquis  de  Montholoo August  16,  1866. 

177.  Mr.  Hay  to  Mr.  Sewnrd August  17,  1866. 

178.  Ml-.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow August  24,  :""" 

179.  Same  to  same October  8,  ; 

180.  Same  to  same Nov.        9,  18C6. 

181.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Stanton Kov.      23,  1SG6. 

182.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell Kov.      23,  1 

183.  Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward Nov.      30,  1866 


No.  173. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  320.]  Leuation  op  the  U.nitbu  States, 

Pari»,  Ma;,  16,  1S65. 
Sir  :  I  translate  from  La  France,  of  last  evening,  the  following  announcement: 
"  The  embarcatioD  of  troops  of  Austrian  volunteers  for  Mexico  has  been  coun- 
termanded.    Those  enlisted  have  been  discharged,  and  the  majority  of  them 
have  been  enrolled  in  the  army  of  the  north." 

I  nttppose  I  may  consider  this  paragraph,  in  a  semi-official  paper,  as  practi- 
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collj  BUBweriDg  the  inquiry  wLich  I  addreesed  to  the  minieter  of  foreign  aSurs 
on  Thursday  last,  and  a»  finally  diepoEiDg  of  what  threatened  to  become  vt  no- 
pleasant  complication. 

Apropos  or  our  relationa  with  Mexico,  and  more  eepecially  of  the  latest  pbuc 
of  them,  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  annexed  extracts  from  the  Uemorad 
Diplomatique,  semi-official,  and  from  the  Dcbats,  mild  oppositioo. 

General  Almonte,  who  was  appointed  to  i-eplace  Mr.  Hidalgo  at  this  eonrt  u 
the  representative  of  Mexico,  has  arrived. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  Wii.i.iAM  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale,   Waihington. 


[Endoauie  No.  ]. — From  tlie  Memorial  Diplomatique,  Maj  13.] 

According  to  an  Americ:m  letter  pablished  in  the  Times,  the  minieter  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris  recently  BUggcsted  to  the  cabinet  of  the  Tailleries  thai, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiTesting  the  military  reprisals  in  Mexico,  die  Jnarcz  govern- 
ment should  be  informed  of  the  limit  within  which  the  French  army  of  oecapa- 
tion  should  be  withdrawn.  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lbuya  delivered  this  overture  fur 
the  reason  tbat  tlic  French  government  bad  no  means  of  communicalioD  vilb 
Juarez.  At  lengtb  Mr.  Bigelow  offered  for  this  purpose  to  the  cabinet  of  ibe 
Tuilleries  the  good  oiEces  of  his  government,  near  which  is  accredited  the  Juirifl 
agent,  Mr.  Romero. 

It  appears,  from  our  information,  that  what  there  may  be  of  truth  in  this  slorr 
relates  to  tbe  steps  formerly  taken  by  the  federal  cabinet  to  induce  France  lo 
demand  from  the  Mexican  government  the  repeal  of  certain  decrees  concemiD^ 
the  Juarist  brigandage.  These  steps,  and  the  reception  which  they  met  witl 
from  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  of  France  all  this  is  found  at  length  in  iIr 
Livie  Jaune  of  1866 ;  and  we  believe  that  no  later  incident  could  have  changed 
in  this  regard  the  rule  of  conduct  of  the  imperial  government. 


[EdcIosiito  Xo.  'i. — From  the  Memorial  Diplomatique,  Maj  13.] 

According  to  the  information  which  reaches  us  from  Vienna,  the  imperial 
government  has  had  no  difficulty  in  convincing  J[r.  Motley  tbat  Austria  bai  no 
intention  to  send  troops  to  Mexico  to  replace ;  that  the  volunteers  in  qaeition 
cannot  be  considered  as  Austrian  soldiers,  as  it  is  of  their  own  accord  thattafln 
having  fulfilled  their  military  obligations  in  their  own  country,  they  enlist  it 
the  service  of  tbe  emperor  Alaximilian  to  form  an  integral  portion  of  the  Mei- 
ican  army. 

The  proof  that  tliis  incident  seems  to  have  been  settled  in  a  salisfaetory  man- 
ner is.  that  tbe  embnrcatinn  of  one  thousand  Austrian  volunteers  was  to  late 
place  tbe  10th  of  May  instant,  ut  Trieste,  where,  since  the  7th,  the  Tampiw 
has  been  lying  at  anchor — a  vessel  of  tbe  Transatlantic  Company,  on  board  of 
which  they  were  to  be  transported  to  Vera  Cmz. 


[Enclosure  No,  3.— Fiom  the  Journal  des  Debats.  May  H.  leWi,] 

We  yesterday  called  attention  to  the  despatches  of  Mr.  Seward  to  tbe  mimt 

ter  of  the  United  Stotes  at  Vienna,  in  which  the  American  Secretary  of  State 

protests  against  tbe  sending  of  Austrian  volunteers  to  Mexico,  in  terms  whoae 

earnestaese  every  one  can  appreciate.     The  Const itutionncl  thinks  it  can  an- 
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DODDce  this  morning  that  all  difficulties  are  removed  in  the  m&tter,  and  that  the 
explanations  given  by  the  Vienna  cabinet  have  fully  Batiefied  the  minister  of 
the  United  States,  bo  that  a  first  detachment  of  1,000  volunteers  was  to  embark 
on  the  10th  of  May  at  Trieste,  for  Mexico.  To  tell  the  truth,  the  Conntitution- 
nel  knovH  nothing  of  these  facts  of  itself,  but  gets  tbem  from  the  Memorial 
Diplomatique,  in  which,  for  our  part,  we  are  far  from  having  absolute  confi- 
dence. It  may  be,  after  all,  that  Austria  has  not  thought  proper  to  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  protest  from  Washington,  although  she  has  at  this  moment  affairs 
enough  on  hand  not  to  seek  for  new  ones.  We  shall  soon  know  if  it  is  true 
that  one  corps  of  volunteers  set  out  three  days  ago  for  Vera  Cruz,  on  board  the 
Tampico  ;  but  even  if  this  fact  were  exact,  it  would  not  be  enough  to  prove  that 
an  understanding  in  regard  to  this  question  of  volnntecrs  exists  at  present  be- 
tween Austria  and  the  United  States.  The  very  categoric  language  of  Sir. 
Seward  permits  ns  to  doubt  this.  We  shall  wait,  therefore,  until  the  text  of 
the  arrangements  concluded  between  the  two  governments  is  made  known  to  ua 
before  we  believe  it.  by  the  Constitution nel's  leave,  which  indorses  statements 
of  which  it  has  no  proof  except  the  assertion  of  the  Memorial  Diplomatique, 
which  are  always  to  be  received  with  caution. 


No.  174. 
Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  328.]  Lkgatiun  of  the  United  States. 

FarU.  May  31,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  have  your  despatch,  No.  459,  marked  "  confidential,"  and  had  pro- 
posed to  discuss  its  contents  to-day  with  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs.  His 
excellency,  however,  had  received  a  summons  to  the  palace,  which  compelled 
him  to  terminate  his  reception  of  the  diplomatic  corps  aoruptly.  He  remarked, 
with  a  smile,  as  t  entered,  that  he  knew  what  I  came  for — that  I  bad  a  harsh 
meaaage  to  him.  "  Am  I  not  right  ?  "  he  asked.  I  told  bim  that  I  had  been 
instmcted,  as  he  was  aware,  it  seemed,  to  acquaint  him  with  tbe  disquiet  which 
certain  reports,  in  regard  to  the  transport  of  fresh  troops  from  different  quarters 
of  the  world  to  Mexico,  had  occasioned  in  the  United  States,  and  I  expressed 
my  fear  that  these  reports,  nnlesa  met  promptly  by  some  satisfactory  aBSurauces, 
might  develop  discussion  upon  another  tbeatre,  imperfectly  informed  of  the 
actual  situation  aud  of  tbe  dispositions  of  the  imperial  government,  thereby 
aggravating  tbe  difficulties  with  which  both  governments  already  had  to  cou- 
teud.  I  then  said,  that  as  he  was  called  elsewhere,  I  would  wait  upon  him  at 
any  other  more  conveuient  hour  that  he  would  name.  He  proposed  that  I 
ehonld  call  again  on  Saturday  at  1^  p.  m.;  meantime  he  wished  me  to  be 
assured,  as  he  had  assured  me  oa  several  previous  occasions,  that  tbe  troops 
reported  to  have  sailed  for  Vera  Cruz  were  to  replace  otbers  whose  terms  of 
service  had  expired,  and  in  numbers  less  rather  than  more  than  were  there 
before.  He  believed,  also,  that  tbe  orders  for  tbeir  shipment  were  given  before 
the  proposed  recall  of  the  army  was  announced.  Upon  all  these  points  he 
expected  to  have  more  precise  information  from  the  minister  of  war  to  give  me 
on  Saturday.  As  I  was  going  out  his  excellency  repeated  what  he  boa  often 
said,  that  they  were  but  too  anxious  to  withdraw  their  troops  from  Mexico  ; 
that  they  wonld  be  withdrawn  certainly  not  later,  but  probably  sooner,  than  tbe 
time  proposed. 

I  Uien  took  my  leave  without  oUading  to  the  other  subjects  about  which  I 
woa  apecially  iastrocted  to  confer  with  bim. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd,  Stcretaryof  State.  CoOqIq 
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Mr.  Hay  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
No.  357.}  Lkoatioxof  the  Umtkd  States, 

Paris.  August  10,  1866. 

Sir  :  Tlieic  liave  rei:cntlj'  appeared  jiarngraphs  in  the  jonrnala  of  PAri«,  an- 
DOnnciiig  the  contemplated  departure  from  Mexico  of  the  wife  of  the  Archduke 
Maximilian.  TLeee  naturally  created  some  degree  of  diacusaion  and  commec; 
generally  unfavorable  to  the  imperial  cause  in  Mexico.  To  check  thia  injnriow 
line  of  remark,  the  Memorial  ]>iplomati(]iie,  the  organ  of  the  so-called  Meiit»ii 
empire  in  Parie,  in  its  last  issue  published  the  followiug  formal  annonn cement : 

"  We  are  authorized  to  contradict,  in  the  most  formal  manner,  the  rumor  tfait 
the  empreBB  of  Mexico  is  on  her  way  to  Europe. 

"  The  Bf.me  report  was  circulated  at  tlio  time  of  her  majesty's  departarc  for 
Yucatan,  and  it  is  known  that  the  emperor  Maximilian,  on  a  solemn  oceafioD, 
denounced  as  an  infamons  calumny  the  mere  supposition  that  either  he  or  hi* 
anguBt  spouse  could  ever  be  false  to  tlieir  duty." 

The  Pays,  a  journal  in  the  same  interest,  published  on  the  following  day  this 
additiorial  deninl  of  the  same  rumor : 

"  A  journal,  tormented  with  the  desire  of  producing  sensation  news,  has  men- 
tioned in  reference  to  Mexico  a  completely  absurd  rumor.  flJirted  at  Pari^  by 
no  one  knows  whom,  some  days  ago. 

"  There  is  not  one  word  of  truth  or  reason  in  the  assertion." 

Yesterday,  to  the  confusion  of  these  positive  and  indignant  friends,  the  ladj 
in  question  arrived  in  Paris,  and  alighted  at  the  Grand  Hotel.  She  was  imme- 
diately waited  upon  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Llinys,  who  passed  in  her  company  ibe 
greater  part  of  the  afternoon. 

To-day  the  morning  papers  publish  the  following  extract  from  the  <^ci»l 
journal  of  Mexico,  of  the  8lh  July : 

"  The  empress  leaves  for  Europe,  where  alic  is  goine  to  treat  of  the  a^n  of 
Mexico,  and  regulate  different  intemntional  matters,  Pbie  mission,  accepted  br 
our  BOveceigu  with  real  patriotism,  is  the  greatest  proof  of  abnegation  that  ibe 
emperor  could  offer  to  his  new  country.  We  give  this  intelligence  that  tfce 
public  may  know  the  lenl  object  of  her  majesty's  absence." 

The  princess  is  accompanied  by  Jlr.  Martin  Castillo,  minister  of  fnrwga 
affairs,  tiie  Oomte  del  Valle,  her  grand  chamberlain,  the  Comte  de  Boacbdlw. 
and  other  DfBcers  and  attendants. 

The  most  unfavorable  conclusions  arc  deduced  from  this  visit,  especially  br 
those  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  hold  large  amounts  of  the  Mexican  loaa.  It 
is  generally  regarded  as  a  final  effort  to  obtain  by  pei'sonal  influence  aud  aoli^ 
tation  that  indispensable  aid  for  the  Mexican  empire  which  has  been  refused  to 
its  accredited  diplomatic  representative. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  reiipect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHS  HATf, 
Charge  £  Affaire*  ad  interim. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Sccrc/ary  of  Slate,  Watkhgtoit. 


No.  176. 
Mr.  Seward  to  the  Marquit  de  Montholon. 

Department  ok  State, 

Waihingtoit,  Augmtt  16,  16C6- 
SlR  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  two  orders  or  decree*  wbirb 
purport  to  have  been  made  on  the  2Clh  of  July  last,  by  Prince  Maiimitian.  who 
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claims  to  be  emprror  in  Mexic*,  in  wkich  he  declares  that  he  has  commilted  the 
direction  of  the  department  of  war  in  that  country  to  General  Osmont,  chief  of 
the  staff  of  the  French  expcditiouarj  corps  ;  and  that  he  has  committed  the 
direction  of  the  department  of  the  treaanry  to  Mr.  Friant,  in tendant-in -chief  of 
the  same  corps. 

The  President  thinks  it  proper  that  the  Emperor  of  France  should  be  in- 
formed that  the  assumption  of  administrative  functions  at  thistimehy  the  afore- 
named officers  of  the  French  expeditionary  corps  tinder  the  authority  of  tLe 
Prince  Maximilian  is  not  unlikely  to  he  injurious  to  good  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  because  it  is  liable  to  be  regarded  by  the  Con- 
I^BB  and  people  of  the  United  States  as  indicatiug  a  course  of  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  France  incongruous  with  the  engitgement  which  has  been  made  for 
the  withdrawal  of  the  French  espeditionary  corps  from  that  country. 
Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  hign  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Marql'is  de  Montholo.v,  Ifc.,  l(c„  l(r. 


'  [TranslatioD — wiih  note  of  August  16,  (o  M.  MoDtholon.] 

Maximilian,  Emperor  of  Mexico. 

In  consideration  of  the  merits,  combined  with  the  qualifications  of  General 
Osmont,  chief  of  the  staff  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  we  have  thought  proper  to 
commit  to  him  the  direction  of  the  department  of  war. 
Given  at  Mexico  this  26th  July,  1S66. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  the  Emperor : 

Josl%  Salazar  Ylarreqvi. 

Minuter  of  the  I/t/erior. 


Maximilian,  Emperor  of  Mexico. 

In  consideration  of  the  merits,  combined  with  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Friant, 
intendant-in -chief  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  we  have  thought  proper  to  com- 
mit to  him  the  direction  of  the  department  of  the  treasury. 
Qiveo  at  Mexico  the  261h  July,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN.       , 
By  the  Emperor : 

Jos^  Salazar  Ylarreuui, 

MinitUr  of  the  Interior. 


No.  177. 
Mr.  Hay  to  Mr.  Seioard. 

[Extract.] 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
No.  358.J  Fari».  Augiut  17,  186G. 

Sir  :  According  to  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Bigelow,  who  is  spending  some  days 
with  his  family  at  Ems,  I  called  yesterday  upon  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs. 
I  spoke  to  his  excellency  of  the  reporta  which  were  currently  published  in  the 
jotuoals  of  Paris  in  reference  to  the  visit  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  to  France— 
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tbeee  feporU  BtatinK  that  the  sta^  of  Maximili&D  ia  Mexico  hftd  become  condi- 
tional upon  a  modification  of  the  course  of  action  adopted  by  the  French  ^vem- 
ment,  and  annonnced  in  his  excellency's  recent  commoaications  to  the  Hanjou 
de  Slontholon  and  to  Hr.  Bigelow  ;  several  jonrnals  farther  intiniating  that  the 
princess  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  change  of  that  programme.  I  asked  the 
minister  if  there  had  been  any  madification,  or  if  there  were  any  intended  of  the 
policy  of  the  Emperor's  gorerument  tovards  Mexico,  heretafore  declared. 

He  replied,  "  there  had  been  no  modification  of  our  policy  in  tliat  matter,  and 
there  is  to  be  none.  What  we  announced  onr  intention  to  do  ve  will  do.  Of 
course,"  he  added,  "  wc  received  the  empress  with  courtesy  and  cordiality,  but 
the  plaQ  heretofore  determined  upon  by  the  Emperor's  govemmant,  will  be  exe- 
cuted in  the  way  we  announced." 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  scnaut, 

JOHN  HAY. 
Hon.  WiLLtAM  U.  Sbward. 


No.  178. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigetow, 
No.  516.]  Dbpaktmbnt  ok  State, 

Wai&mgtm,  Attgutt  S4.  186C. 
StR  ;  I  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  copies  of  the  President's  proc- 
lamation of  the  17th  instant,  declaring  null  and  void  a  decree  of  Prince  Maxi- 
milian, closing  certain  ports  in  Mexico. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  ?EWABD. 

JOHK  BlUELOW,  E«q.,  SfC.,  IfC.,  ifC. 

BY  THE  PBESIDENT  OF  TUE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMEEICA. 
A    PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  war  is  existing  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  aggravated  by  foi^ga 
military  intervention ;  and  whereas  the  United  States,  in  accordance  with  tb«r 
settled  habits  and  policy,  are  a  nentral  power  in  regard  to  the  war  vhich  thus 
afi'ects  the  republic  of  Mexico ;  and  whereas  it  has  become  known  that  one  at 
the  belligerents  in  the  said  war,  namely,  the  Prince  Maximilian,  who  aaserU 
himself  to  be  emperor  in  Mexico,  has  issued  a  decree  in  regard  to  the  port  of 
Matamoras,  and  o&er  Mexican  ports  which  are  in  the  occupation  and  poaaesura 
of  another  of  the  said  belligerents,  namely,  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  whidi 
decree  is  in  the  following  words  ; 

"The  port  of  Matamoras  and  all  those  of  the  northern  froutier  which  han 
withdrawn  from  their  obedience  to  the  government  are  closed  to  foreign  aad 
coasting  traffic  during  such  time  as  the  empire  of  the  law  shall  not  be  theinn 
reinstated. 

"  Art.  2.  Merchandise  proceeding  from  the  said  ports,  on  arriving  at  anj 
other  where  the  exciso  of  tne  empire  is  collected,  shall  pay  the  duties  on  impor- 
tation, introdnction,  and  consumption;  and  on  satisfactory  proof  of  contrarea- 
tion  shall  be  irremiasibly  confiscated.  Our  minister  of  the  treasury  is  charged 
with  the  punctual  execution  of  this  decree. 

"  Given  at  Mexico,  the  9th  of  July,  1866." 

And  whereas  the  decree  thus  recited,  by  declaring  a  bd^went  Uoekade 
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iiDfinp[KHted  by  competent  ro>IitRry  or  nRval  force,  is  in  riolation  of  the  neutral 
ri^htB  of  the  United  States,  tia  defined  by  the  law  of  naliooa,  aa  well  as  of  tfae 
treaties  existing  between  the  United  States  of  America  aud  tfae  aforeaatd  United 
States  of  Mexico  : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Andrew  Jobnaon,  President  of  the  United  States,  do 
hereby  proclaim  and  declare  that  the  aforeaai^  decree  is  held,  and  will  be  held, 
by  the  United  States  to  be  absolutely  null  and  void,  as  agaiaat  the  government 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  that  any  attempt  which  shall  be  made  to 
enforce  the  same  against  the  government  or  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
will  be  disallowed.  ' 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  huid  and  caused  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  the  seventeenth  day  of  Angust,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  of  the  independence 
of  the  United  Stated  of  America  the  uinety-firet. 

(SEAL.]  ANDREW  JOHNSON. 

By  the  President : 

William  H.  Sbward,  Secretary  of  Slate. 


Mr.  Seward  lo  Mr.  Bigelow. 

[Extract.] 

No.  535.]  Department  of  State, 

Wa4hi*ston,  October  8,  1866. 

Sir  ;  *  •  *  •  But  the  pnint  you  mcntiim  was 

not  distinctly  presented  to  me,  namely,  what  this  government  would  think  of 
the  withdrawal  of  the  whole  French  army  in  the  coming  year,  instead  of  its  be- 
ing withdrawn  in  three  eemi-annual  detachmenta,  commencing  next  November. 
What  I  have  said  is  this  :  that  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the  emperor  for  a 
withdrawal  of  the  troops  in  three  detachments,  beginning  in  November  next,  was 
in  itself  quite  likely  to  be  foigotten  here,  in  the  political  excitement  which  at- 
tends all  Mexican  questionB,  before  the  execution  of  the  agreement  should  begin. 
That  freiiuent  incidents  of  various  kinds,  presented  hy  the  press  in  France  and 
in  ]Uexico  aa  indicating  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  emperor  to  depart  from 
that  engagement,  have  unavoidably  produced  a  wide  popular  mistrust  of  oven 
the  emperor's  sincerity  in  making  the  engagement,  and  of  his  good  faith  in  ful- 
filling it.  That  by  circumstances  of  this  character  this  department  was  kept 
continually  under  an  apparent  necesaity  of  proteating  against  proceedings  which 
were  thus  weakening  public  confidence  in  its  very  just  and  well-defined  expec- 
tations. That  the  government,  on  the  contrary,  reliea  with  implicit  confidence 
upon  the  fulfilment  of  the  emperor's  engagement,  at  least,  to  the  letter ;  and  it 
h!U  even  expected  that,  overlooking  the  letter,  it  would  be  fulfilled  with  an 
eameatncaB  of  spirit  which  would  hasten  instead  of  retard  the  evacuation  of  the 
French  forces  in  Mexico. 

At  present,  however,  we  are  waiting  for  the  beginning  of  the  evacuation. 
When  that  beginning  shall  have  come,  the  goTemmentwiU  cheerfully  hear  aug- 
gestious  from  any  quarter  calculated  to  reassure  the  restoration  of  tranquillity, 
peace,  and  constitutional  domestic  government  in  Mexico  j  but  until  we  ehall  be 
able  to  refer  to  such  a  beginning  any  proceedings  towards  negotiation  would 
only  tend  to  confound  public  opinion  in  the  United  States,  and  to  render  the' 
eituatioD  of  Mexico  more  complicated.  ., 

36M8X.  *  ,..., Google 
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Of  conree  it  is  anneceBsaiy  to  inrorm  you  that  tlie  Bpecniationg  which  ue  in- 
dalged  ia  by  a  portion  of  the  public  presB,  conceming  relations  Hiippoaed  to  be 
eet^liehed  between  ibia  department  and  General  Santa  Anna,  are  withontfonn 
dation. 

I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
John  Bioelow,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  ^.,  ^.,  ParU. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigejow. 

No.  545.J  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

WaihingUm,  November  9,  1S66. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  unable  until  this  moment  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  despatch  of  October  12,  No.  374. 

The  Preeident  is  pleased  with  the  liberal  and  friendly  dispoBition  wbicli  i> 
manifested  by  the  Marquis  de  UousUer  in  regard  to  our  international  question!' 

Mr.  Campbell  proceeds  to-morrow,  with  Lieutenant  General  Sherman,  to  Uei- 
ico,  or  its  vicinity.  I  give  you  a  copy  of  tbe  instructions  of  this  departnieDl  to 
our  new  out-going  minister  to  Mexico.  It  is  not  intended  that  they  shall  be 
formally  or  officially  communicated  to  the  French  government ;  bnt,  at  the  suae 
time,  we  affect  no  secrecy  on  the  occasion.  Yon  may,  therefore,  make  such  w 
of  them  as  you  find  necessary  or  expedient  in  making  known  the  policy  of  diii 
government  as  affected  by  the  anticipated  retirement  of  the  French  miliUij 
forces  from  that  country. 

I  tbank  you  for  the  information  you  have  given  me  concerning  domestic  qoet- 
tions  of  interest  in  tbe  French  empire. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 

John  Biqblow,  Esq.,  Ifc.,  Sfv.,  ^„  Parit. 


No.  ISl. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Stanton. 

DePARTMBNT  OP  STATE, 

Waihington,  November  23, 1866. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  submit  a  correspondence,  which,  under  the  direction  of  tw 
President,  has  taken  place  between  this  department  and  the  govemmenl  nf 
France,  and  also  a  copy  of  instructions  relative  to  the  matters  discussed,  wbicb 
have  been  given  to  Mr.  Campbell,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  S»ie= 
at  Mexico.  It  ia  submitted  for  your  consiueration,  whether  in  this  new  emfi- 
gency  any  special  instructions  are  necessary  for  the  government  of  the  annT  of 
observation  of  tbe  United  States  to  prevent  premature  disturbance  of  thi;  jx.'^it 
while  maintaining  tbe  safety  of  the  United  !:$tates. 
I  have  the  honor,  &e., 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 


,l,:.:c;.,  Google 
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No.  182. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell. 
No.  4  ]  Dkpahtment  of  State, 

Washivgton,  Xorember  23,  1866. 

Sib  :  I  give  yon  a  copy  of  a  despatch  which  has  just  been  received  from  Mr. 
Bigelow,  from  which  you  will  learn,  as  we  have  learned  with  aurprise,  that  the 
French  government  has  postponed  its  stipulated  withdrawal  of  a  detachneat 
from  Mexico  in  November,  with  a  purpose,  aa  ia  avowed,  of  withdrawing  the 
whole  of  the  forces  at  some  time  next  epring.  I  give  you  also  a  copy  of  my 
reply  thereto,  announcing  that  this  resomtioa  of  the  French  government  is 
unsatisfactory  to  the  President. 

The  same  papers  will  inform  yon  that  the  President  does  not  think  it  neces- 
sary or  advisable  to  modify  your  inslructiona. 

We  are  not  without  confidence  in  anticipating  a  satisfactory  rejolution  upon 
the  subject  from  France. 


I  am.  Sec,  &c.| 
-.  Campbell. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


[Ecclosnre  Xo.  1.] 
No.  384.)  LeoATio^j  of  the  United  States, 

Paru,  November  8,  1866. 

Sib  :  The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  informed  me  on  Thursday  last,  in  reply 
to  a  question  which  certain  newspaper  rumors  prompted  ma  to  address  him,  that 
it  was  the  pnrpoae  of  the  Emperor  to  withdraw  all  hia  troops  from  Mexico  in 
the  spring,  but  none  before  that  time.  I  expressed  my  surprise  and  regret  nt 
this  determination,  so  distinctly  in  conflict  with  the  pledges  given  by  his  excel- 
lency's predecessor,  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuys,  both  to  you,  through  the  Marnnis 
de  Montholon,  and  also  to  myself  personally.  The  marquis  assigned  consider, 
ations  of  a  purely  military  character,  overlooking,  or  underesti mating,  as  it 
seemed  to  me,  the  importance  which  this  change  might  possibly  have  upon  the 
relations  of  France  with  the  United  States.  My  first  impulse  was  to  send  him 
a  note  on  the  following  day.  asking  for  a  formal  statement  of  the  Emperor's 
motives  of  disregarding  the  stipulations  of  his  foreign  miniswr  for  a  withdrawal 
of  one  detachment  of  his  Mexican  army  during  the  current  month  of  Novem- 
ber. I  concluded,  however,  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  President 
that  I  should  see  the  Emperor  himself  anon  the  subject.  I  accordingly  waited 
upon  his  Majesty  yesterday,  at  St.  Cloud,  rcpeatetl  to  him  what  the  Marquis  de 
Aioustier  had  told  me,  and  desired  to  know  what,  if  anything,  could  be  done  by 
mc  to  auticipatc  and  prevent  the  discontent  which  I  felt  persuaded  would  be 
experienced  by  my  conn  try- people,  if  they  receive  this  intelligence  without  any 
explanation.  I  referred  to  the  early  meeting  of  Congress,  when  any  chaiigi'  in 
our  relations  either  with  France  or  Mexico  would  be  likely  to  come  under  dis- 
cussion, and  my  fear  that  his  Majesty's  reasons  for  postponing  thtf  repatriation 
of  the  first  detachment  of  his  troops  might  be  attributed  to  motives  which  our 
people  would  be  disposed  to  resent. 

'Ihe  Emperor  said  that  it  was  true  that  he  had  concluded  to  postpone  the 
recall  of  any  of  hia  troops  nnlil  spiing ;  but  that  in  doing  so,  he  had  been  influ- 
enced by  entirely  military  considerations.  At  the  limi  bo  gave  the  order,  the 
Buccesaors  of  the  dissidents,  supported  as  they  were  by  large  re -enforcements 
from  the  United  States,  seemed  to  render  any  reduction  of  his  force  there  peril- 
ous to  those  who  remained  behind. 

He  accordingly  sent  a  telegraph  to  Marshal  Bazainc,  who  had  alreody  embarked 
a  regiment,  (eighty-first,  I  think  he  said,)  bat  which  had  fortunately  been  prei 
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vented  from  eaitiog  by  unfavorable  wiDde,  directing  him  to  embark  no  troops 
until  all  were  ready  to  corae.  Tliis  despatch,  hia  Majeaty  aaid,  wai  not  seatia 
cipher,  that  no  secret  might  be  made  of  its  tenor  in  the  United  Stales.  Tiis 
troops  were  then  disembarked,  and  returned  to  Orizaba.  His  Majesty  went  on 
to  say  that  he  sent  General  Caetelnau  to  Mexico  about  the  same  time,  charged 
to  inform  Maximilian  that  France  could  not  give  him  another  cent  of  money  nor 
another  man;  if  he  thought  he  could  Bustain  himself  there  alone,  France  would 
'  not  withdraw  her  troops  faster  than  had  been  stipulated  for  by  Mr.  Drouyu  de 
Lbuys,  should  such  be  his  desire ;  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  disposed  to 
al>dicate,  which  was  the  course  his  Majesty  counselled  him  to  take,  General 
Castelnau  was  charged  to  find  some  government  with  which  to  treat  for  Uie 
protection  of  French  interests,  and  to  bring  all  the  army  home  in  the  spring. 

I  asked  his  M^esty  if  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  been  noticed 
of  this,  or  if  anything  had  been  done  to  prepare  his  mind  for  the  chauge  io  hie 
Majesty's  policy.  He  said  that  he  did  not  koow  ;  that  M.de  MoustieroQghttu 
have  done  so  ;  that,  as  these  events  occurred  during  the  interim  of  a  change  in 
the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs,  it  was  possible  that  it  had  been  neglected,  thongb 
his  telegram  to  Marshal  Bazaine  was  purposely  sent  in  a  way  to  show  that  there 
waBDothing  in  his  plans  to  disguise. 

I  remarked  that  my  government  was  constantly  under  the  necessity  of  fco- 
testing  against  acta  done  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  and  the  effect  of  such  pin- 
tests  was  always  to  weaken  public  confidence  in  the  representations  which  the 
government  had  felt  itself  authorized  to  make  in  regard  to  his  Majesty's  inten- 
tions. I  then  explained  to  him  again  bricfiy  the  g^ave  inconveniences  liable  to 
result  from  any  tiuexplained  departure  from  the  stipulations  already  given  in 
his  Majesty's  name  to  the  world.  Hia  Majesty  replied  that  we  ha»i  the  tele- 
graph now,  and  that  any  misunderstanding  of  that  aort  might  be  readily  rectiGei 
His  Majesty  appeared  to  realize  the  importance  of  having  an  uiideratandtug 
with  the  President  upon  tl)e  subject,  and  I  left  with  the  impression  that  he  in- 
tended to  occupy  himself  with  the  matter  at  onca. 

There  is  but  ooe  sentiment  here  about  the  detenninntion  of  France  to  wifh 
her  hands  of  Mexico  as  soon  as  possible.  Nor  have  I  any  doubt  that  the  Em- 
peror is  acting  in  entire  good  faith  towards  ua;  but  I  did  not  feel  sure  that  the 
change  in  his  plans  upon  which  I  have  been  commenting  would  receive  so 
favorable  an  interpretation  in  the  United  States.  In  view  of  recent  successes 
gained  by  the  imperialists  in  Mexico,  and  in  view  of  the  somewhat  turhaloil 
state  of  our  politics  at  home,  I  feared  that  the  course  of  the  Emperor  mighi 
possibly  awaken  suspicions  in  the  United  States  which  might  seriously  preju- 
dice the  relaliona  of  tlie  two  countries.  To  prevent  such  a  calamity,  if  possihJe. 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  take  the  precautions  of  which  I  have  here  rendered  yon 
an  account. 

Tbe  fact  which  the  Emperor  admitted  in  this  conversation,  that  he  had  id- 
vjaed  Maximilian  to  abdicate,  has  prepared-  ine  to  expect  every  day  the  an- 
nouncement of  hia  abdication,  for  such  advice,  in  Maximilian's  dependent  coadi- 
tion,  is  almost  equivalent  to  an  order.  That  it  would  be  so  regarded  is,  I  thiak, 
the  expectation  of  tbe  Emperor,  and  ample  preparations  for  the  early  rcpalrii- 
tion  of^all  the  troops  have,  I  believe,  already  been  made  by  the  ministeis  of  wu 
and  marine.  The  Emperor  stated  that  he  expected  to  know  the  final  reault  of 
Castlcnau's  mission  towards  the  end  of  this  month. 

A  telegram  has  appeared  in  the  London  Star  and  Post,  quoting  a  report  cir- 
culating in  New  York  on  tlie  6tb,  that  Maximilian  had  abdicated.  As  de- 
spatches received  the  7th  made  no  reference  to  this  report,  I  presume  it  waa.  at 
least,  premature. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbw-abd, 

Secretary  of  Stale.  p.^,^^^^  ovGdOQ  Ic 
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[Enclosure  No.  2.] 
No.  .550.]  Dbpartmbntof  State, 

WatAington,  Xovember  23,  186C. 

Sir:  Tonr  despatch  of  tho  Sth  of  November,  No,  3S4,  in  regard  to  Ifexico, 
18  receivied. 

Tonr  proceedinga  in  your  interview  with  M.  Monstier,  and  also  your  proceed- 
ings in  your  interview  with  the  Emperor,  are  entirely  approved.  Say  to  M.  ■ 
Moiutier  that  ihia  governmeDt  is  Burpriaed  and  afffcted  with  deep  concern  by 
the  announcement,  now  made  for  the  fir^t  time,  that  the  promieed  recall  of  one 
detacbmetit  of  the  French  troops  from  Mexico  in  November  carrent  has  been 
postponed  by  the  Emperor.  The  embarrassment  thus  produced  is  immeaBiirably 
increased  by  the  circumetance  that  this  proceeding  of  the  Emperor  has  been 
taken  without  conference  with,  and  even  without  notice  to,  the  United  Slates. 
The  government  has  not  in  any  way  afibrdeil  re' enforcements  to  the  Mexicans, 
as  the  Emperor  seems  to  assume,  and  it  has  known  nothing  ut  all  of  his  coun- 
termanding instractions  to  Marshal  Bazaine,  of  which  the  Emperor  speaks.  We 
constilt  only  official  communications  to  ascertain  the  pnrpoecs  and  resolutions  of 
Fran«),  as  we  make  our  own  purposes  and  resolatione  known  only  in  the  same 
mauDer  when  she  is  concerned. 


I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  and  it  is  now  unnecessary  to  discuss,  whether  the 
President  could  or  could  not  havR  ag^ed  to  the  Emperor's  proposed  delay  if  he  had 
been  seasonably  consulted,  and  if  the  proposition  liad  been  then  put,  as  the  pro- 
ceeding is  now,  upon  the  ground  of  military  con  si  derations  atone,  aud  if  it  had 
been  maiked  with  the  customary  manifestation  of  regard  to  the  interests  and  feel- 
ings of  the  United  States.  But  the  Emperor's  decision  to  modify  the  existing 
arrangement  without  any  understanding  with  the  United  States,  so  as  to  leave 
the  whole  French  army  in  Mexico  for  the  present  instead  of  wilhdrnwing  one 
detachment  in  November  current,  as  promised,  is  now  found  in  every  way  in- 
convenient and  exceptionable.     We  cannot  acquiesce — 

First,  Because  the  term  "next  spring,"  as  appointed  for  the  entire  evacua- 
tion, is  indefinite  and  vague. 

Second.  Because  wo  liave  no  authority  for  stating  to  Congress  and  to  the 
American  people  that  we  have  now  a  belter  guarjintee  for  the  withdrdwnl  of  the 
whole  expeditionary  force  in  the  spring  than  we  have  heretofore  had  fur  the 
withdrawal  of  a  part  in  November. 

Third.  In  full  reliance  upon  at  least  a  literal  performance  of  the  Emperor's 
existing  agreement,  we  have  taken  meaaures,  while  facilitating  the  anticipated 
French  evacuation,  to  co-operate  with  the  republican  government  of  Mexico  for 
promoting  the  pacification  of  that  country  and  for  the  early  and  complete  resto- 
ration of  the  proper  constitutional  authority  of  that  government.  As  a  part  of 
those  measures.  Mr.  Campbell,  our  newly  appointed  minister,  attended  by  Lieu- 
tenant General  Sherman,  has  been  sent  to  Mexico  in  order  to  confer  with  pres- 
ident Juarez  on  snbjects  which  are  deeply  iuteresting  to  the  United  States,  and 
of  vital  importance  to  Mexico. 

Onr  policy  and  measures  thus  adopted  in  full  reliance  upon  the  anticipated 
beginning  of  the  evacuation  of  ]^Iexico  wera  promptly  made  known  to  the 
French  legation  here,  and  donbtless  yon  have  already  executed  your  inatructiouB 
by  making  them  known  to  the  Kmjicror's  government  in  Paris. 

The  Emperor  will  perceive  that  we  cannot  now  recall  Mr.  Campbell,  nor  can 
we  modify  the  instructions  under  which  he  ia  expected  to  treat,  anu  under  which 
be  may  even  now  be  treating  with  the  republican  government  of  Mexico. 

That  government  will,  of  course,  most  earnestly  desire  and  conlidently  ex- 
pect an  early  and  entire  diacontinuation  of  foreign  hostile  occupation.  You 
will,  therefore,  state  to  the  Emperor's  government  that  the  President  sincerely 
hopes  and  expects  that  the  evacuation  of  Mexico  will  be  carried  into  effect  with 
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wbicli  calk  for  this  deepatcb  ehall  allow.  Mr.  C&inpbell  will  be  advis 
complication.  Instmctioiie  will  be  issued  to  the  United  States  military  forc«e 
of  observation  to  await  in  every  case  special  directiona  from  tbe  President. 
This  will  be  done  with  a  confident  expectation  that  the  telegraph  or  mail  may 
seasonably  bring  us  a  satisfactory  resolution  from  the  Emperor  iu  reply  to  thi; 
aote.  Yon  will  nesure  the  }rreiich  government  that  the  United  States,  vbile 
tbey  Ecck  tbe  relief  i.f  Mexico,  desire  nothing  more  earnestly  than  to  preserve 

Seace  and  friendahip  with  France.  Nor  docs  tbe  President  allow  himself  to 
oubt  that  what  baa  been  detcimined  in  Franco,  most  iuauspiciously  as  we  think, 
bas  been  decided  upon  inadvertently,  without  full  reflection  upon  the  eipbarras!- 
metit.it  must  produce  here,  and  without  any  design  to  retain  tbe  French  ex- 
peditionary forces  iu  Mexico  beyond  the  full  period  of  eighteen  moutbe,  origin- 
ally stipulated  for  the  complete  cracnation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
John  Bigklow,  Esq.,  ^.,  ifn.,  ^.,  Parit. 


Ifo.  183. 

Mr.  Bigdote  to  Mr,  Seward. 

[Private.] 

Leoatiom  op  thb  Umtbd  States, 

Farif,  November  30,  1866. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Tour  telegram,  dated  23d  November,  from  Washington,  wa* 
received  on  tbe  SClb  and  a7tb  instant.  I  immediately  addressed  a  commnniea- 
tion  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  who  is  at  Compicgne,  and  last  evening 
received  a  note  acl<nowlcdf;ing  it. and  saying  that  he  rei'erved  bia  reply.  After 
a  brief  interview  with  Mr.  Uouher,  minister  uf  state,  this  morning,  at  his  rraneft 
I  sent  another  note  to  tbe  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  requesting,  in  view  of  the 
urgency  of  tbe  matter,  an  explanation  of  tbe  Emperor's  motives  for  defening 
the  pnrtial  evacuation  of  Mexico,  and  a  statement  of  liis  plans  and  preporatiooj 
for  the  execution  of  the  ^lipnlation  of  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhuye,  in  advance  of  hi» 
more  deliberate  reply  to  my  first  commnnication.  I  hope  to  have  that  lo-mor 
row.  The  government  has  as  yet  no  news  from  Casllcnau,  which  will  be  dne 
to-nigbt  or  to-morrow,  i:eilhcr  does  it  know  what  has  become  of  Maiiniilian- 
The  piipera  to-day  anuouuce  the  occupation  of  Malamoras  by  the  federals.  M. 
Bonher  assures  me  that  the  vessels  are  all  readj  and  waiting  a  despatch  from 
Cat<tlenau  to  start  for  Vera  Cruz,  and  they  expect  to  have  their  whole  force  here 
by  March  at  the  latest.  The  minister  of  marine  says  they  must  leave  here 
within  fifteen  days,  on  account  of  tbe  fever. 
Yours,  very  faithfully, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon,  WiLLiAji  H.  Seward,  t^c.,  ifc.,  fy:. 


No.  18. 

CORRESPOSDENCE  WITH  THE  UNITED  STATES  LEGATION  TO  MEXICO. 
liUt  of  paperi. 

.84.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell October        2,  1866 

8.').  Jlr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Camphell October      20,  IS66 

86.  The  President  to  Mr.  Stanton October      26,  1S66 

87.  Same  toeatne October      30,  1S66 

88.  Mf^oF  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant KoTcmber    8,  1866 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIBS  m  MEXICO.  567 

189.  Hr.  Campbell  to  Hr.  Seward November    9,1866 

190.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell November    9,  1866 

191.  Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward November  SI,  iaG6 

192.  Same  to  same November  23,  1866 

193.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell November  30,  1366 

194.  Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward December     1,  1866 

195.  Same;  to  same December     1,  1866 

196.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell December  13,1866 

197.  Same  to  same December     G,  1866 

198.  Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward December  13,1866 

199.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell December  27,  1866 

200.  Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward December  21,  IS66 

201.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell December  29,  1S66 

203.  Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward December  24,  1866 

203.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell December  25,  1866 

204.  Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward December  31,  1866 

205.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell Jnnnary     14,  1867 


No.  184. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell. 

No.  2.]  Dbpabtmbnt  of  State, 

Wathmgtvn,  OcltAer  2,  1866. 
Sir  ;  I  transmit  for  your  information  a  communication  received  at  this  depart- 
ment from  Monterey,  Mexico,  signed  by  Mr.  Joseph  Ulrich,  lately  appointed 
consul  of  the  United  States  to  that  city,  in  which  is  contained  a  petition  of  sev- 
eral citizens  of  the  United  States,  merchants  of  Monterey,  setting  forth  that  the 
liberal  authorities  of  Monterey  had  lately  subjected  them  and  otlier  American 
citizens  to  forced  loans,  against  which  they  ask  the  protection  of  this  govern- 
ment. Mr.  Ulrich  also  states  that  several  citizens  of  the  United  States  are 
now  held  to  service  in  the  Mexican  army  against  tbeir  inclinatioa,  whose 
lespective  terms  of  service  have  expired. 

Thew  causes  will  necessitate  your  early  presence  at  your  post ;  and  yon  are 
therefore  instmcted  to  proceed  to  Mexico  at  as  early  an  hour  as  convenient, 
where  you  will  at  once  lead  your  attention  to  the  proper  investigation  of  the 
complaints  contained  in  the  enclosed  documents. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Lbwis  D.  Campbell,  Esq.,  Ifc.,  ^.,  tfc., 

Hamilton,  Ohio. 


MoiMTBRKY,  Mexico,  August  28,  1S6G. 
Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  statement  of  grievances  from  a  portion  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  resident  here.  The  reason  for  its  not  being  more  generally 
signed  is,  that  some  declined  putting  their  names  to  it  for  fear  of  being  compro- 
mised with  the  authorities ;  others  were  not  asked  to  sign  it,  as  it  was  feared,  by 
those  who  did,  they  would  not  be  prudent  enough  to  keep  the  matter  to  them- 
selves, and  yet  all  anffer  in  common  with  the  signers  to  the  document,  and  all 
wish  redress.  This  letter  is  written  to  explain  the  lack  of  more  signatures, 
and,  also,  to  show  you  how  precarious  our  condition  is  when  so  mucli  precau* 
tion  is  necessary  in  secoring  our  rights,  and  that  yon  may  see  how  necessary  it 
is  for  oar  interest  that  no  publicity  should  be  given  to  the  document.  , 

H)glc 
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T  woald  here  nrge  on  the  departmeat  tbe  necessity  of  having  a  eonnl  lien 
com  missioned.  As  matters  etand  I  cannot  act,  and  there  are  now  several  cams 
requiring  the  attention  of  the  govenunent  Eight  Americans — three  white  and 
five  colored  men — ire  held  to  service  in  the  army;  their  time  is  expired,  u  they 
say,  and  are  held  contrary  to  all  lav  and  jnatiee,  and  in  the  absence  of  my  cam- 
mission  as  consnl,  I  am,  of  coutse,  nnable  to  aid  them. 

Hoping  these  matters  will  receive  yonr  attention,  I  am  yonrs,  respectfully, 
JOSEPH  ULBICH. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  UniUd  Slate*. 


Sir  :  We,  the  nndersigned,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residents  and  doing 
business  in  the  city  of  Monterey,  Uexico,  take  this  means  of  calling  the  atttn- 
tion  of  our  government  to  our  aitnation  as  re^rds  "forced,  loaiu"  (prestanMs) 
now  being  levied  on  ns  by  the  liberal  anthoritiea,  for  the  purposes  of  rairing 
money  for  their  officials  and  soldiers,  contrary  to  the  stipalations  of  the  treaty 
between  the  two  countries,  withont  any  regalar  system  of  taxation,  and  merely 
subject,  as  to  amount  and  frequency,  to  the  will  of  the  chief  who  may  tempo- 
rarily be  in  power.  That  these  " prettamoi"  are,  in  almost  every  case,  levied 
upon  merchants  atone,  and  thus  fall  inevitably  on  American  residents,  they, 
mostly,  being  in  commercial  business. 

That  Americans,  in  common  with  all  foreigners,  snffer  severely,  as,  in  ereiy 
case,  dit^tinctions  are  made  between  the  amounts  required  from  the  native  or 
foreign  merchant  in  the  favor  of  the  former.  We  would  also  represent  that  on 
a  recent  occasion,  since  the  departure  of  the  French  from  Matamoras,  a  loan 
was  ordered  from  tlie  commerce  of  that  city,  which  af^rwards  was  made  ex- 
ceptional as  to  Americans,  owing  to  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  from  the 
American  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  furnishes  conclusive  evidence  that 
where  these  people  can  be  operated  on  by  a  direct  application  of  the  power  of 
our  government,  they  will  respect  onr  rights  and  their  treaty  obligations.  Ib 
view  of  this  and  the  fact  of  our  distance  from  any  body  of  the  United  State* 
forces,  we  respectfully  ask  that  some  steps  be  taken  by  our  government  to  save 
ns  from  utter  ruin,  in  the  shnpe  of  a  constant  drain  of  our  means,  especially 
now,  when  we  have  every  reason  to  look  for  constant  changes  among  the  leaden 
here,  each  one  of  whon),  as  usual,  on  entering  upon  his  career,  considers  the 
mercantile  portion  of  the  community  as  the  only  proper  snhjecta  for  bis  ex- 
actions. During  the  French  occupancy,  under  a  despotic  tyranny  which  re- 
garded the  rights  of  no  one,  unrecognized  aa  it  was  by  our  government,  we  hod 
nothing  to  hope  for  and  anbmittcd,  but  now,  with  the  advent  of  the  liberals, 
we  are  led  to  think  th.it  we  can  have  at  least  the  protection  of  our  own  govern- 
ment, having  nothing  to  hope  from  any  consideration  these  people  will  have 
for  tbeir  treaty  obligations,  or  gratitude  for  services  or  sympathy  received 
from  the  United  States,  unless  forced  to  do  so,  as  in  the  instance  recited 
above.  So,  we  ask  you  to  demand  for  as  rights  refused  us  as  individuals ; 
to  do  this,  not  by  correspondence  merely,  as  that  will  be  of  no  avail,  but 
by  sending  a  special  agent,  a  man  of  character  and  firmness,  who  can  settle 
the  matter  at  once  and  fjrever,  and  thus  fumisli  a  precedent  here  in  Mon- 
terey which  may  be  followed  over  the  whole  republic.  The  patty  sent  moM 
come  with  full  powers  to  enforce  his  wishes,  aa,  otherwise,  his  visit  will  be  nse- 
lesB.  These  people  will  not*  listen  to  consuls,  or  agents  resident  here,  as  they 
ore  well  aware  how  little  attention  is  paid  to  reports  from  each  officials ;  bat  a 

Secial  agent  on  the  snbject  of  "  prestamos  "  (and  all  the  better  if  his  name  is 
entilied  with  our  anny)  will  command  their  attention.     We  oak  thia  as  we 
know  it  to  be  the  only  means  of  redressing  these  constant  ontnges,  aod  we 
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bope  our  government  will  thiak  tbe  matter  of  enffictent  importance  to  receive 
attentioii,  involving,  as  it  does,  the  rain  of  American  ettizenn  who  are  compelled 
hy  their  bnsineen  pofiition  to  remain  in  this  country,  where  their  property  is  thns 
insecnre,  merely  from  the  neglect  on  the  part,  of  their  government  heretofore  to 
protect  them.  The  absolnte  necessity  of  this  protection  will  be  evident,  when 
we  inform  yoa  that  the  penalty  attached  to  a  refasal  to  pay  promptly  these 
"prestaraos"  is  confiscation  of  property,  impriaonment,  or  baniahment  from  the 
cooDtry.  We  have,  therefore,  no  alternative,  in  the  absence  of  a  thorough  nn- 
detstandbg  between  the  two  governments,  in  relation  to  the  matter,  bnt  to  yield 
to  their  exactions,  or  to  snbject  ourselves  to  the  penalties  above  named. 

D.  D.  BRAMARD. 

CHARLES  RUSSELL. 

R.  DRE8EL. 

JOSEPH  ULRIOH. 

JAMES  N.  LANGSTEOTH. 

M.  W.  STARR,  Jr. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Slate  of  ike  United  Statet. 


Mr.  Seteard  to  Mr.  Campbell.' 

No.  3.J  Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

WathiitgtoH,  Oetoher  20,  1866. 

Sir  ;  Yon  are  aware  that  a  ftiendly  and  explicit  arrangement  exists  between 
this  government  and  the  Emperor  of  France,  to  the  effect  that  he  will  withdraw 
hia  expeditionary  military  forces  from  Mexico  in  three  parts ;  the  first  of  which 
shall  leave  Mexico  in  November  next,  the  eecond  in  March  next,  and  the  third 
in  November,  18G7 ;  and  that  npon  the  evacuation  being  thus  completed,  the 
French  government  will  immediately  come  upon  the  gjottnd  of  non-intervention 
n  regard  to  Mexico,  which  is  held  by  the  United  States. 

Doubts  have  been  entertained  and  expressed  in  some  quarters  upon  the  qnea- 
tion  whether  the  Freneli  government  will  faithfully  execute  this  agreement. 
No  such  doubts-have  been  entertained  by  the  President,  who  has  had  repeated, 
and  even  recent,  assurances  that  the  complete  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the 
French  will  be  conBumraated  at  the  periods  mentioned,  or  earlier,  if  compatible 
with  climaticiil,  military,  and  other  conditions. 

There  are  grounds  for  eupposing  that  two  incidental  qnestions  have  already 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  French  government,  namely  : 

1.  Whether  it  should  not  advise  the  departure  of  the  Prince  Maximilian  for 
Austria  to  be  made  before  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  expedition. 

S.  Whether  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  the  climatical,  military,  and  other 
conditions  before  mentioned  to  withdraw  the  whole  expeditionary  force  at  once, 
instead  of  retiring  it  in  three  parts,  and  at  different  periods. 

No  formal  communication,  howev(.T,  upon  this  subject  has  been  made  by  the 
Emperor  of  the  French  to  the  government  of  the  United  States.  When  the 
subject  has  been  incidentally  mentioned,  this  department,  by  direction  of  the 
President,  has  replied  that  the  United  States  await  the  execution  of  the  agree- 
ment for  evacuation  by  the  French  government,  at  least  according  to  its  letter, 
while  they  would  be  gratified  if  that  agreement  could  be  executed  with  greater 
promptness  and  despatch  than  are  stipulated. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  President  expects  that  within  the  next  month 
ovember)  a  portion  at  least  of  the  French  expeditionary  force  will  retire 
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from  Mexico,  a.aA  he  tbinka  it  aot  improbable  that  the  whole  espeditionaiy  forte 
may  be  withdrawn  at  or  about  the  same  time. 

Such  an  event  cannot  fail  to  produce  a  crisis  of  great  ]KiIitical  interest  in  ik 
republic  of  Mexico.  It  is  important  that  you  ehould  be  either  within  the  terri- 
tories of  that  republic,  or  in  some  place  near  at  hand,  so  as  to  aSBume  the  eier- 
ciae  of  your  fiinctinna  as  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  the 
re^blic  of  Mexico. 

What  may  be  the  proceedings  of  the  Prince  Uaximiliaii,  in  the  event  of  a 
partial  or  complete  evacuation  of  Alexico,  of  course  cannot  now  be  certainlj 
foreeeec.  What  may  be  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Juarez,  the  President  of  the  r- 
pnblic  of  Mexico,  in  the  same  event,  cannot  now  be  definitely  anticipated. 

We  are  aware  of  the  existence  of  eeveral  political  parties  in  Mexico,  otlier 
than  those  at  the  head  of  which  are  President  Juarez  and  Prince  Maiiauhan, 
who  entertain  conflicting  views  concerning  the  most  expedient  and  proper  mode 
of  restoring  peace,  order,  and  civil  government  in  that  republic.  We  do  dqI 
know  what  may  be  the  proceedings  of  those  parties  in  the  event  of  the  Frendi 
evacuation. 

Finally,  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  foresee  what  may  be  the  proceedingt  of  the 
Mexican  people  in  case  of  the  happening  of  the  events  before  alluded  to.  For, 
these  reasons  it  is  impoesible  to  give  yon  specific  direclions  for  the  conduct  of 
your  proceedings  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  trust  which  the  government  of  tbt 
United  States  has  confided  to  yon.  Much  must  be  left  to  your  own  disct^ioii, 
which  is  to  be  exercised  according  to  the  view  yon  may  take  of  political  won- 
ments  as  they  shall  dii<closB  themselves  in  the  futnre.  There  are,  howem, 
some  principles  which,  as  we  think,  may  be  safely  laid  down  in  r^ard  to  llw 
policy  which  tlie  government  of  the  United  States  will  expect  you  to  partne. 
The  first  of  these  is,  tiiat,  as  a  representative  of  the  United  States  you  sR 
accredited  to  the  republican  government  of  Mexico,  of  which  Mr.  Juarex  a 
president.  Your  commnnications  as  such  representative  will  be  made  to  bin, 
wheresoever  be  may  be,  and  in  no  event  will  you  officially  recognize  either  tie 
Prince  Maximilian,  who  claims  to  be  emperor,  or  any  other  person,  chief,  or 
comhicalion,  as  exercising  the  executive  authority  in  Mexico,  without  having 
first  reported  to  this  department,  and  received  instmctiona  irom  the  Prendtnt 
of  the  United  States. 

Secondly.  Assuming  that  the  French  military  and  naval  commanders  shall  bt 
engaged  in  good  faith  in  execnting  the  agreement  before  mentioned  for  tbeevu- 
nation  of  Mexico,  the  spirit  of  the  engagement  on  our  part  in  relation  to  thu 
event  will  forbid  the  United  States,  and  tbeir  representative,  from  obstnicUng 
or  embarrassing  the  departure  of  the  French. 

Thirdly.  What  the  government  of  the  United  States  desire  in  regard  to  iht 
future  of  Mexico  is  not  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  or  any  part  of  it,  or  the  ag- 
grandizement of  the  United  States  by  purchases  of  land  or  dominiou,  hat,  m 
the  other  hand,  they  desire  to  see  the  people  of  Mexico  relieved  from  all  foreign 
military  intervention,  to  the  end  that  they  may  resume  the  conduct  of  their  o« 
affairs  under  the  existing  republican  government,  or  such  other  form  of  gov- 
ernment as,  being  left  in  ibo  enjoyment  of  perfect  liberty,  they  shall  deteimiDC 
to  adopt  in  the  exercise  of  their  own  free  will,  by  their  own  act,  without  dicB- 
tion  from  any  foreign  country,  and  of  course  without  dictation  from  the  Unittd 
States. 

It  results,  OS  a  consequence  from  these  principles,  that  yon  will  enter  into  no 
stipulation  with  the  French  commanders,  or  with  the  Prince  Maximilian,  or  «itl> 
any  other  party,  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to  counteract  or  impose  the  id- 
ministration  of  Preaideat  Juarez,  or  to  hinder  or  delay  the  restoration  of  the 
authority  of  the  republic.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  possibly  happen  that  tie 
President  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  may  desire  the  good  offices  oi^  the  UniiM 
States,  or  even  some  effective  pToceediugs  on  our  part,  to  favor  and  advaiKe  ike 
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pacification  of  a  country  so  long  dietracted  bj  foreign,  combined  with  civil,  war, 
and  tbus  gain  time  for  the  Ta-establiehment  of  national  authority  upnti  priDcipIeB 
coneiatent  with  a  republican  and  domestic  system  of  government.  It  ie  possible, 
moreover,  that  some  dispoeition  might  be  made  of  the  land  and  naval  t'oi'ces  of 
the  United  States,  without  interfering  witbin  the  jurisdiction  of  Mexico,  or  vio- 
lating the  laws  of  neutrality,  which  wonid  be  useful  in  favoring  the  restoration 
of  law,  order,  nod  republican  government  in  that  country. 

You  are  authorized  to  confer  upon  this  subject  with  the  republican  gorernmeut 
of  Uexicn,  and  its  agcnls,  and  also  to  confer  informally,  if  you  find  it  nccaqaary, 
with  any  olber  parties  or  agents,  should  such  an  exceptional  conference  become 
absolutely  necessary,  but  not  otherwise.  You  will  by  theee  means  obtain  in- 
formation which  will  be  important  to  this  government,  and  such  information  you 
will  convey  to  tliis  department,  with  your  suggestions  and  advice  as  to  any 
proceedings  on  onr  part  which  can  be  adopted  in  conformity  with  the  principles 
I  have  before  laid  down. 

Yon  will  be  content' with  tlius  referring  any  important  propositions  on  the 
subject  of  reorganization  and  restoration  of  the  republican  government  in  Mexico 
as  may  arise  to  this  department  for  the  information  of  the  President. 

The  geoeral  of  the  United  States  poBseeses  already  discretionary  authority  as 
to  the  location  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  in  the  vicinity  of  Mexico. 

His  military  experience  will  enable  him  to  advise  yon  concerning  such  qnes- 
tions  as  may  arise  during  the  transition  stage  of  Msxico  from  a  state  of  military 
Biege  by  a  foreign  enemy  to  a  condition  of  practical  self-government.  At  the 
same  time  it  will  be  in  his  power,  being  near  the  scene  of  action,  to  issue  any 
orders  which  may  be  expedient  or  necessary  for  maintaining  the  obligations  rest* 
ing  upon  the  United  States  in  regard  to  proceedings  upon  the  borders  of  Mexico, 
for  these  reasons,  he  has  been  requested  and  instructed  by  the  Freeident  to 
proceed  with  you  to  your  destination,  and  to  act  with  you  as  an  adviser  recog- 
nized by  this  department  in  regnrd  to  the  matters  which  have  been  herein  dis- 
cussed. After  conferring  with  him,  you  are  at  liberty  to  proceed  to  the  city  of 
Chihuahua,  or  to  sncli  other  place  in  Mexico  as  may  be  the  residence  of  President 
Juarez ;  or,  in  your  discretion,  you  will  proceed  to  any  other  place  in  Mexico 
not  held  or  occupied  at  tbe  time  of  your  arrival  by  enemies  of  the  republic  of 
Mexico;  or  you  wilt  stop  at  any  place  in  the  United  States,  or  elaewhere,  near 
the  trontier  or  coast  of  Mexico,  and  await  there  a  time  to  enter  any  portion  of 
Mexico  which  shall  hereafter  be  in  the  occupation  of  the  republican  government 
of  Mexico. 

I  am,  sit,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Lbwis  D.  Campbell,  ifc,  t/r.,  Ifc. 


7%e  President  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

ExBcuTivB  Mansion, 
Wathiitglon,  J>.  C,  October  26.  1866. 
8tB:  Recent  advices  indicate  an  early  evacuation  of  Mexico  by  the  French 
expeditionary  forces,  and  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  our  minister  to  Mexico 
ebonld  place  himself  in  communication  with  that  republic. 

In  fortherance  of  the  objects  of  his  mission,  and  as  evidence  of  the  earnest 
desire  felt  by  the  United  States  for  the  proper  adjustment  of  the  questions  in- 
volved, I  deem  it  of  great  importance  that  General  Qrant  should,  by  his  pieseDca 
and  advice,  co-operate  with  otur  minister.  ,  -  , 
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I  hare,  therefore,  to  ask  that  you  wfll  request  General  Grant  to  proceed  to 
*8ome  point  on  oor  Mexican  frontier,  most  Buitable  and  convenient  for  coromnni- 
cation  with  our  miaisterj  or  (if  General  Grant  cleema  it  beet)  to  accorapAny  him 
to  hie  destination  in  Mexico,  and  to  give  him  the  aid  of  his  advice  in  carrying 
out  the  instmctiociB  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent 
for  the  general's  information. 

General  Grant  will  make  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  sach  matten  as, 
in  his  discretion,  ought  to  be  communicated  to  the  department. 
Very  reepectfully,  yours, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Sfcrelary  o/"  War. 


The  President  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

ExBCUTiVB  Mansion, 
Waihington,  D.  C,  October  30,  1B66. 
Sir:  General  Ulyesea  S.  Grant  having  fonnd  it  inconvenient  to  uatune  the 
dnties  specified  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  §6th  instant,  you  will  please  rdieve 
him  from  the  same,  and  assign  them,  in  all  respects,  to  William  T.  SbemUB, 
Lieutenant  General  of  the  army  of  the  United  StatbS.     By  way  of  guiding 
General  Sherman  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  yon  will  furnish  him  with  ■ 
copy  of  your  special  orders  to  General  Grant,  mode  in  compli«nce  with  my  let- 
ter of  the  26th  instant,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  Lewis  J)  Canipbell,  esq.,  therein  mentioned.    The  Lieutenant  Generil 
will  proceed  to  the  execution  of  his  duties  without  delay. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
Hon.  Edwi.v  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Cipher  telegrun.] 

Major  General  Sheridan  to  General  Grant. 

HbadqiiartbrsDbpartmbnt  of  tkr  Gulf, 

New  Orleant,  Louitiana,  November  8,  1SG6. 
Genebai,:  While  at  Galveston  on  the  6th,  Captain  McC an,  of  the  navy,  who 
left  Tnmpico  on  the  3d,  informed  me  that  Maximilian  bad  abdicated;  that  hit 
ibreigii  troops  had  substituted  the  French  flag  for  the  imperial,  and  that  the 
French  forces  in  Mexico  were  now  an  army  of  occupation. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 

Major  General  U.  S.  A. 
General  U.  8.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armiee  United  State*,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


..., Google 
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No,  189. 

Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Snoard. 

Office  United  States  MrLiTABv  Teleokaph, 

Wtuhington,  D.  C,  November  9,  lS6fi. 

[Telegnm  received  atWarDepartment  from  New  York,  Novembers,  1806— time  9.45  a.  ra.] 
Hon.  W.  H.  Sbwaru,  Secretary  of  StaU  ; 

Arrived  with  Creneral  Sherman  last  evening.     Have  received  instmctionB  aeat 
here  hy  mail  and  by  Plumb.     I  find  in  them  no  inatructiona  as  to  how  I  am 
to  proceed  to  Mexico,  nor  any  orders  placing  any  vessel  at  my  disposal. 
LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL, 

Mclropolitan  Hotel, 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell. 
[B;  militiirj  teleginph.] 

Department  of  State, 

Waahington,  Kooember  9,  1866. 
Lewis  D.  Campbell, 

Milliliter  to  Mexico,  Metropolitan  Hotel,  New  York. 
Your  telegram  of  this  morning  has  been  received.  The  United  States  steamer 
Snsqnehanna,  Commodore  James  Alden,  has  been  ordered  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  take  you.  General  Sheilman,  and  your  respective  suites,  and  also 
Mr.  Plumb,  to  any  place  in  or  near  Mexico  which  you  may  designate.  The 
Teasel  ifl  ready  and  at  your  immediate  disposal. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Confidential.] 

No.  2.1  United  States  Steamer  Sc&utiehanna, 

Hacana,  November  21,  1866. 

SiH:  Althongh  the  facta  I  am  about  to  relate  may  iu  theraeelvea  be  of  little 
importance,  in  connection  with  other  information  they  may  have  a  tendency  to 
throw  some  farther  light  upon  the  present  situation  of  affairs  in  Mexico.  I 
therefore  deem  it  proper  to  commtiiiicate  them. 

The  day  after  my  arrival  in  this  port  I  was  iiifojmed  by  Mr.  Minor,  our 
consul  geuer&l  here,  that  an  interview  with  me  was  desired  by  General  Magru- 
der,  late  of  the  so-called  confederate  army,  who,  after  a  residence  of  many 
honths  in  Mexico,  had  arrived  here  on  the  17th  instant,  directly  from  the  city 
of  Mexico  and  Vera  Cruz.  Mr.  Minor  also  stated  that  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  General  Magruder  might  be  able  to  commtuiicate  to  me  some  information 
of  value. 

I  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  call  upon  General  Magruder  in  any  capacity,  or 
to  Bcek  any  information  ttom  him,  yet  believed  that  if  information  waa.volun- 
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tarilf  tendered  it  became  my  duty  to  receive  it,  from  whatever  qnaiter  it  might 

On  yesterday,  casually  meeting  General  Magruder  at  the  United  States  con- 
anlate,  he  requested  an  interview  with  rae,  which  I  granted,  and  a  lengthy  con- 

~<urs  in  Mexico. 


versation  at  once  took  place,  relating  mainly  to  the  eitnation  of  affturs  in 
The  substance  of  the  information  imparted  by  him  is  as  follows  : 

He  left  the  city  of  Mexico  about  the  first  of  November,  prior  to  which  date 
Maximilian  had  already  \e(t  the  city  and  proceeded  to  Urizaba. 

It  was  the  general  nnderstandtng  that  he  bad  abdicated,  or,  at  least,  bad  in 
some  way  turned  over  the  government  to  Jlarsbal  Bazaine. 

Being  about  to  leave  the  city  of  Mexico  for  Washington,  leaving  his  family 
behind  in  Mexico,  General  Magmder  called  on  Marshal  Bazaine  with  the  view 
of  ascertaining  the  true  situation  of  affairs,  for  the  purpose  of  such  provisional 
arrangemcnta  for  them  and  their  safety  as  might  he  necessary. 

During  this  interview  General  Magmder  said  to  Marshal  Bazaine.  "I  pmnme, 
in  the  event  of  the  abdication  of  Maximilian,  your  excellency  will  be  the  gov- 
ernment." To  which  he  replied,  "  If  such  sbonld  be  the  case,  I  shall  only 
occupy  the  position  for  transient  purposes." 

Tlie  following  day  General  Magmder  left  the  city  of  Mexico  for  Vera  Cnii, 
Maximilian  then  being  at  Orizaba. 

He  observed  on  the  road  down  that  the  French  were  strongly  fortifying 
various  points,  and  especially  at  Puebla,  Orizaba,  and  the  passes  belowj  hut  lie 
was  impressed  with  the  belief  that  these  works  were  rather  designed  for  the 
safe  withdrawal  of  the  French  troops  than  foe  the  continued  occupation  of  the 
country  by  them. 

On  his  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz  he  learned  from  reliable  authority  that  Mali- 
milian  was  about  to  take  hia  departure;  but  bad  temporarily  delayed  doing  »o 
iu  consequence  of  the  arrival  in  that  city  of  Miramon  and  Marquez,  the  old 
leaders  of  the  I'eactionary  party. 

On  the  13th  instant  General  Magruder  was  informed  by  the  second  captain 
of  the  Austrian  frigate  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz  that  that  vessel 
WAS  to  take  out  Maximilian,  and  that  their  departure  had  only  been  delayed  in 
GOnseqni-ncc  of  the  ari'ival  of  Miramon  and  Marquez;  but  that  Maximiliu) 
would  certainlff  leave  inithin  Icn  dayi,  which  would  be  prior  to  the  23d  JDelanl. 

General  ^Ingnider  further  informed  me  that  at  the  close  of  his  interview  with 
Mu'sIibI  liazaiue,  when  he  was  about  to  bid  him  adieu,  the  marshal  said  to  him, 
"  You  are  about  to  visit  the  United  States,  general)"  Reply,  "  Yes."  ''Yon 
will  see  tlie  President  V  Reply,  "  I  probably  shall."  "  If  yoo  do,"  said  Mm- 
ehal  B:izaine,  "  deliver  bim  this  verbal  messnge  from  me :  The  moral  influence 
wielded  by  the  government  of  the  United  iStates  has  destroyed  this  empin'. 
Upon  it.  therefore,  rests  the  obligation  to  see  that  some  government  be  ostnbli^tied 
and  susiniucd  here  that  shall  fecurc  the  protection  of  life  and  property  and  the 
tranquility  of  this  people,  This,  in  my  judgment,  can  only  be  done  by  fnreifh- 
ing  physical  aid.  The  interests  of  foreigners  in  this  country  cannot  be  Irft 
■  without  Slime  protection  of  non-combatants  engnged  in  peaceful  pursuits,  the 
larger  proportion  of  whom  are  French  subjectf ;  there  are  at  least  thirty  thonsani 
Tbere  phould  be  an  armed  force,  properly  distributed,  in  the  country,  tempo- 
rarily at  least,  to  a-ssist  the  government  that  may  be  eBtnbltsbed  in  preserving 
order  and  enforcing  its  decrees.  Ten  or  fifteen  thousand  United  States  troops, 
properly  distributed  in  the  northern  States,  and  a  similar  number  of  French 
troops  in  the  southern  States,  co-operating  with  each  other,  could  accomplish 
this." 

1  caimot  say  that  I  have  given  the  precise  words  of  General  Magruder,  a) 
the  conversation  was  somewhat  desultory;  hut  I  have  given  the  substance  a> 
far  as  relates  to  the  material  points. 

I  inquired  particularly  of  General  Magruder  whether  he  understood  from 
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Marslia]  Bazaine  tbat  the  French  goveraineDt  would  deaire  to  furnish  sny  por> 
tion  of  the  troops,  or  only  in  the  contingency  that  the  United  States  should  de- 
cline to  do  BO.  General  Magruder  replied  promptly  that  his  understanding  was 
that  the  French  guvemment  would  expect  to  provide  a  portion  of  the  troops  only 
in  the  event  that  the  United  States  desired  it  or  declined  furnishing  the  necessary 
forces. 

I  then  inquired  whether  he  communicated  these  facts  to  me  for  my  own  in- 
formation merely,  or  whether  I  had  his  authority  to  communicate  the  same  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.  His  reply  was  to  this  effect :  "  When  I  lefl  Mexico, 
I  expected  to  proceed  at  once  to  Washington  and  to  communicate  these  facta 
directly  to  the  government  in  person  j  but  on  arriving  here  I  learn  that  in  conse. 
quence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Van  Bnren,  one  of  my  attolneyB,  and  other 
causea,  I  may  be  delayed  for  some  time  in  this  city.  Regarding  this  informa- 
tion aa  of  importance,  I  have  Bought  this  interview  with  you  as  the  envoy  of 
the  United  States  to  Mexico,  believing  that  hy  communicating  it  to  yon  I  am 
accomplishing  practically,  as  nearly  as  circumstancefl  will  permit,  the  promise  I 
made  to  Marshal  Bazaine  to  deliver  bis  verbal  message  to  the  Preeideot.  Yea 
are  therefore  at  full  liberty  to  make  such  use  of  it  as  you  may  deem  proper." 

The  foregoing,  so  far  as  my  recollection  serves  me,  embraces  all  the  essential 
points  of  the  interview  which  I  thought  it  proper  to  accord  to  General  Magruder 
in  compliance  with  his  request  commanicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Minor. 

From  his  manner  and  the  general  tenor  of  his  conversation,  the  impression 
was  left  upon  my  mind  that  he  was  sincere,  and  that  he  dei^ired  in  good  faith  to 
serve  the  interests  of  the  government  in  communicating  what  he  did. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 

Hod.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  itf  Stale,  Washington. 


Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  3.]  United  States  Steamer  Susuubhan\a, 

Havana,  Xocembtr  23,  IS66. 

Sir  :  The  haste  of  my  departure  from  New  York  rendered  it  impossible  for 
me  to  confer,  as  it  seemed  necessary  I  should,  with  our  consuls  to  Vera  Gnus 
and  the  city  of  Mexico,  with  reference  to  the  arrangement  of  some  plan  by  which 
they  could  promptly  and  reliably  communicate  to  me  such  iiiforination  as  it  will 
be  aecessary  for  me  to  have,  on  arriving  upon  the  coaat  of  Mexico,  as  to  the 
situation  of  atfairs  in  the  interior.  On  reaching  here  and  finding  that  the 
steamer  Manhattan,  upon  which  these  gentlemen  bad  embarked  at  New  York, 
had  not  yet  arrived  at  this  port,  I  thought  it  proper  and  desirable  to  delay  here 
at  least  until  their  arrival,  in  order  to  confer  more  fully  with  them. 

The  Manhattan  reached  here  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  and  on  the  20th  I 
had  a  full  conversatiou  with  both  Mr.  Lane  and  Mr.  Otterbourg,  and  arranged 
a  system  by  which  they  will  collect  and  transmit  to  me  liuch  iuformatiou  as 
may  tend  to  expedite  my  efforts  to  communicate  speedily  with  President  Juarez. 

On  the  mormng  of  the  21st  these  geutlemen  proceeded  to  their  destination, 
Bud  will  probably  reach  Vera  Cruz  on  the  25th  instant. 

The  steamer  upon  which  they  go  will  carry  to  Vera  Cruz  the  first  informa- 
tion of  the  departure  of  the  mission  from  the  United  States,  and  the  lapse  of  a 
few  days  will  tiieruforc  enable  its  effects  to  be  felt,  and  information  to  be  col- 
lected prior  to  our  arrival;  as  also  to  enable  Mr.  Ottcrbom^  to  reach  the  cityot 


576  CONDITION  OF  APFAIBS  IS  HBIICO. 

Sfexico  and  comnuiiicate  with  m«  from  there.  From  infamutioi)  alFeadj  com- 
municated to  yoa  in  my  despatch  of  the  31st,  and  as  derived  from  other  MHireet, 
it  appears  probable  that  Maximilian  will  have  left  the  coootry  by  or  about  the 
23d  instant.  Ou  the  23d  also  a  steamer  will  leave  Vera  Cmz  for  this  port 
reaching  here  about  the  lJ7tb,  and  thus  bringing  information  up  to  a  verj  late 

I  have  therefore  thought  that  a  delay  here  of  a  few  days  might  be  of  adTao- 
tage  in  throwing  light  upon  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  and  aleo,  perbapi, 
in  enabling  action  to  be  talceti  on  arriviug  at  Vera  Cruz,  without  nnnecessa^ 
delay,  which  otherwise  might  be  experienced  in  waiting  information  from  Mr. 
Otterbourg  after  his  arriTai  at  his  post. 

This  course  seems  to  me  the  more  necesaary  for  the  reason  that  under  the 
discretion  thrown  upon  me  by  your  iostractions,  I  desire  to  act  with  great  cait- 
tion  in  every  step  that  I  may  take. 

As  at  present  advised,  the  so-called  imperial  authorities  still  hold  posseseioo 
of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz.  Your  iostnictions  do  not  authorize  me  to  proceed  to 
any  place  in  Mexico  "held  or  occupied  at  the  time  of  your  (my)  arrival  by 
enemies  of  the  republic  of  Mexico." 

My  present  impression  is,  that  at  the  proper  time  we  will  decide  to  sail  for 
Vera  Cruz,  but  to  anchor  at  Green  island  dt  Sacrificios,  outside  Ae  harbor 

f  roper,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  from  our  consul,  Mr.  Lane,  anj^infmmation 
e  may  have  to  communicate,  or  that  may  be  received  through  turn  from  Mr. 
Otterbourg,  or  from  other  sources.' 

This  may  also  afford  an  opportunity  to  confer  with  "the  republican  govern- 
ment  and  its  agents,"  if  there  be  5ucb  there,  and  also  to  "confer  informally  with 
any  other  parties  or  agents,"  should  it  become  necessary  to  do  so. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfally,  your  most  ol>edieut  servant, 

LEWIS  p.  CAMPBELL 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stale,  Waahington. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Campbell. 

No.  6.]  Depaktmbnt  op  State, 

WiuAingloK,  Koetmber  30,  1S6G. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  Nob.  2  and  3.  li 
the  Slst  and  23d  instant  respectively. 

Your  despatch  No.  2,  cootaiaing  an  account  of  your  interview  with  Mr.  Mi- 
gruder,  has  been  submitted  to  the  President. 

The  department  approves  of  your  proceedings  mentioned  in  your  No.  3  of  ihe 
23d  inatant,  which  seem  to  have  been  discreet. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Lewis  D.  Caupbell,  Esq.,  Ifc ,  ifc.,  ifc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No,  4.]  United  States  Stbambr  Susquehanna, 

At  anchor  off  Verdt  Island,  outside  the 

Port  of  Vera  Cruz.  December  1,  1866. 

Sir:  I  have  the  bonor  to  report  107  arrival  at  this  anchors^  oa  the  29th 
oltimo,  having  left  Havana  on- the  af^raoon  o{  the  25th. 

Mr.  Lane,  our  consul  at  this  port,  was  on  board  with  me  here  during  the  day 
yesterday. 

From  him,  and  from  other  aonrcee,  I  have  gained  the  following  information  aa 
to  the  state  of  afikire  at  (hie  point,  and,  bo  far  as  is  known  here,  with  regard  to 
the  interior. 

Maximilian  is  still  at  Orizaba.  Hia  miaistera,  it  is  stated,  are  now  there  with 
him.  He  haa  not  been  in  the  city  of  Mexico  since  bia  departure  from  that 
place  the  last  of  October. 

It  is  generally  understood  that  the  Ainctions  of  government  ia  the  city  of 
Mexico  are  in  the  hands  of  Marshal  Bazaine. 

At  Orizaba  and  at  this  port  the  civil  power  appears,  however,  still  to  bo  exer- 
cised by  so-called  Maximilian  authorities. 

Between  these  and  the  French  there  ia  evidently  some  disagreement,  particu- 
larly with  reference  to  the  pussesaion  of  the  cuatom-honse  of  thia  port. 

Ho  French  troops,  so  far  as  I  can  learti,  were  embarked  at  thi-^  port  dnriug, 
the  month  of  November  nor  for  some  time  previous.  There  are  but  one  or  two 
transport  veascls  now  here,  and  nothing  transpiring  that  is  obvious  here,  that 
indicates  any  preparationa  for  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  any  pari  of  the 
French  forces. 

It  ia  said  that  they  are  being  withdrawn  from  the  interior  and  concentrated 
on  the  line  from  the  city  of  Mexico  to  this  port.  From  a  French  source  I  learn 
that  the  number  of  their  troops  now  in  this  country  ia  twenty-eight  thousand. 

It  ifl  reported  that  Miramon  and  Marqnez  are  with  Maximilian  at  Orizaba, . 
and  that  the  government  may  he  turned  over  to  them  as  the  representatives  of 
the  reactionary  party. 

I  am  unable  to  oblnin  here  any  definite  information  as  to  the  movements  of 
President  Jnarez,  but  it  seems  to  be  the  general  impression  that  he  ia  now  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  city  of  8aii  Luia  Fotciai.  The  French  forces  have  been  . 
withdrawn  from  that  point,  and  there  remained  in  that  viciuity  but  a  small  Max- 
imilian force,  which  it  ia  believed  can  interpose  but  little  obatecle  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  that  place  by  the  forces  of  I'resident  Juarez. 

The  harbor  of  Vera  Crus  being  in  full  and  complete  possession  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  republic,  acting  under  your  instructions,  I  do  not  deem  it  proper  to 
land  here. 

The  French  expeditionary  forces  having  been  concentrated  on  the  line  from 
thid  city  to  Mexico,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  route  is  the  very  last  that  I  should 
adopt  in  seeking  to  establish  commanicatinn  with  President  Juarez.  I  should 
not  feel  authorized  to  accept,  even  if  tendered  to  me,  the  good  offices  of  those 
who  are  and  have  been  fur  years  in  the  attitude  of  enemiea  of  the  republic,  in 
seeking  to  reach  its  President. 

I  expect  to  receive  positive  information  from  our  consul  at  Tampico,  Mr. 
Chase,  as  to  the  situation  at  that  point,  by  the  En^'Iish  steamer  which  will  be 
due  from  that  port  to-morrow. 

From  all  the  information  I  can  gather  here,  that  port,  and  the  line  thence  to 
San  Luis  Potosi,  are  in  the  uudisturbed  possession  of  the  liberals. 

From  my  preaent  information,  therefore,  it  appears  that  there  ia  no  other 
37  MBX.  Kli^lc 
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point  on  the  coast  from  whence  I  can  more  speedily  open  commanication  with 
President  Juarez  than  Tampico  ;  and  unless  some  important  fact  is  d£velap«d 
here  within  a  delay  of  a  few  dajfl,  changing  the  aspect  of  affairs,  1  shall  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  that  port  and  make  an  effort  to  reach  the  government  of  the 
rcpnblic  at  San  Luis  Potosi,  or  some  other  point  in  ibe  interior  in  that  direction. 
Mj  anxiety  to  open  communication  with  President  Juarez  as  speedily  u 
possible  is  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  the  condition  of  affairs  may  be  SDch  u 
to  require  some  action  on  the  part  of  Congress  during  its  short  seMion,  ud 
early  and  reliable  information,  therefore,  cannot  but  he  regarded  as  importrat 
by  the  department, 

I  am,  sir,  very  reepectfnlly,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Stale,  IVaekingltm. 


No.  195. 
Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  5.]  United  States  Stbamrr  Scsiiuehanna, 

Ilia  Verde,  of  Vera  Cr%z,  Deeemher  1,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  had  just  finished  my  despatch  No.  4  to  you  of  this  date,  when  a  boat 
came  off  to  our  conenl,  Mr.  Lane,  who  is  still  on  board)  bringing  the  endowd 
proclamation  published  this  morning  in  Vera  Cruz,  which  I  have  only  time  to 
send  you  without  translation  by  this  mail. 

From  its  tenor  it  appears  that  Maximilian  has  decided  to  remtun  in  tk 
country. 

A  note  from  the  office  of  the  consulate  to  Mr.  Lane  states  tliat  Maximiliin 
left  Orizaba  (it  is  supposed  for  the  city  of  Mexico)  last  night. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  moat  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL 
Hon.  William  H.  Sevvadd, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 

[Translation.] 
Long  live  the  empire  I — Tiong  lioe  the  emperor  ! 
Vbracruzans:  One  of  the  most  grateful  events  for   good    Mexicane  h*i 
just  occurred  lo  the  nation. 

His  Majesty  the  emperor,  who  has  made  bo  many  eacrifices  for  the  welfiR 
and  happiness  of  our  dear  country.  Las  given  the  best  proof  of  the  interest  be 

When  overwhelmed  by  the  natural  feelings  which  were  still  contending  W 
still  are  so  in  his  mind,  in  consequence  of  the  ill  health  of  his  angost  and  noble 
spouse  our  beloved  sovereign,  ne  thought  for  a  moment  that  he  ought  tempo- 
rarily to  abandon  the  country  to  devote  himself  to  fulfilling  the  sacred  duty  of 
offering  to  his  worthy  consort  the  cares  she  so  much  needs  in  the  delicate  con- 
dition in  which  she  is.  The  emperor  sacrifices  himself  for  us,  postpooes  b>! 
duties  as  a  man  to  those  which  his  honor  points  oat  to  him  to  be  controUingi 
and  in  these  critical  moments,  that  the  country  may  pass  safely  thtongh,  he 
solemnly  declares  that  he  will  continue  at  the  helm,  and  wUI  contest  withool 
remission  until  the  last  drop  of  his  blood  be  shed  in  defence  of  the  nation. 

Veracruzans  1  Let  us  rejoice ;  let  ns  give  thanks  to  Providence  for  hsTing 
saved  llie  integrity  of  our  territoiy,  and  with  full  outpouring  of  our  hearts  let 
us  hail  the  day  of  the  resurrection  of  cor  nationality,  on  the  eve  of  disappearing. 

Vera  Cruz,  December  1,  1866. 
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Mr.  Setoard  to  Mr.  Campbell. 

No.  lO.J  DSPARTMSNT  OF    StATB, 

Wathington,  Decemher  15,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  deapatcheB  Nob.  4  and  5. 

The  department  approves  of  the  matters  contained  in  your  No,  4. 
I  am,  eir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Lbwis  D.  Campbell,  Esq.,  ifc.,  ^c,  ifc. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


No.  197. 


Mt.  Setoard  U>  Mr.  Campbell. 

No.  7.]  Dbpahtmbkt  of  Statk, 

WatMitgUM,  December  6,  1866. 
Sib  :  I  transmit  for  Toar  information  a  copy  of  a  telegram  of  the  3d  instant, 
from  Mr.  Bigelow,  at  Paris,  ^ving  the  Bubetance  of  a  note  to  him  from  the 
French  minister  for  foreign  affairs  in  regard  to  the  military  occnpation  of  Mexico. 
From  this  it  appears  that  the  French  troops  will  he  withdrawn  altogether  from 
Mexico  in  March  next.  It  does  not  seem  □ecessary  to  modify  the  instructions 
heretofore  sent  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 
Lewis  D.  Gahpsbll,  Esq.,  !fc.,  !fc.,  I(c, 


Pabis,  December  3. 

In  reply  to  a  verbal  communication,  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs  writes  me 
to^y,  "The  reeolutions  of  the  French  govemment  are  not  changed,  but,  from 
nailitary  considerations,  it  lias  thought  it  ought  to  substitute  a  collective  evacua- 
tion of  Mexico  for  one  by  divisions  ;  and  our  force  of  occnpation  is  to  embark 
in  tbemontb  of  March  next."  I  add  that  the  French  government  id  didposed  to 
have  an  understanding  with  the  United  States,  in  view  of  possible  events  in 
Mexico. 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

The  Sbcretabv  of  State,  WoMhington. 


No.  198. 

Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  6.]  Brazos  Santuqo.  December  13,  1866. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that,  not  deeming  it  proper  to  enter  the 
harbor  of  Yera  Cruz,  we  left  our  anchorage  off  Green  island  (Isia  Verde)  on 
the  evening  of  the  2d  instant,  and  proceeded  to  Tampico,  arriving  at  the  bar 
off  Uiat  port  on  the  4th.    Meeting  there  the  United  States   gunboat  Panl 
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JoncB,"  Captain  Fitzhngh  cqmmandiDg,  we  learned  that  the  port  was  in  pos- 
fieEBion  of  the  liberaU,  and  under  orders  from  Commodore  Alden  that  vewel 
conveyed  Lieutenant  GicDeral  Sherman  and  mrself,  and  our  respective  snitct, 
across  the  har  and  up  to  Tampico.  On  reavbing  the  town,  the  hoals  of  the 
officers  of  the  port  came  off,  and  we  were  received  and  escorted  on  shore  ta  the 
American  consnlate  with  mnch  attention. 

During  the  evening  we  received  visits  from  the  principal  civil  and  miUtar; 
anthorities  of  the  place,  which  were  duly  returned  by  ns  the  following  nKtming. 

Ascertaining  that  the  information  received  at  Vera  Cruz,  that  the  forces  of 
the  national  government  were  in  possession  of  the  city  of.  San  Luis  Potoei, 
was  incorrect,  and  President  Juarez  was  probably  still  at  Chihuahua,  we  were 
forced  to  the  conclusion  that  a  speedy  communication  with  him  from  that  point 
could  not  be  effected.  It  was  therefore  deemed  best  to  forward  to  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs,  SeSor  Sebastian  Lerdo  de  Tejada,  a  communication,  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed  herewith,  marked  No.  1,  advising  him  of  oar  arrival  in  the  coun- 
try and  desire  speedily  to  reach  the  seat  of  government  of  President  Juarez ;  which 
communication  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  General  Gomez,  the  chief  military 
officer  of  the  place,  who  agreed  to  forward  the  same  by  special  courier. 

We  left  Tampico  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  ins^nt,  and  anchored  off  the 
bar  of  this  port  on  the  7th.  Here  we  learned  of  the  presence  of  General  Sberi- 
dau  in  Brownsville,  and  had  an  interview  with  him  on  his  return  from  that  place 
in  the  evening.  From  General  Sheridan  we  learned  that  the  national  forces 
under  General  Escobedo  were  in  full  and  cumploto  possession  of  Hatamoiaa. 

On  the  8th  we  proceeded  to  Brownsville.  On  the  9th  we  crossed  to  Mata- 
moras  and  had  a  fidl  and  cordial  interview  with  General  Escobedo,  commandiDg 
the  national  army  of  the  north  and  representative  of  the  government  of  the 
republic  on  this  frontier.  Prom  him  we  learned  that  President  Juarez  would 
probably  be  in  Monterey  by  the  SOth  instant.  Acting  upon  this  information,  I  st 
once  delprmined  to  proceed  to  that  point.  This  determination  I  communicated 
to  Mr.  I.erdo  de  Tejada  by  a  special  courier,  despatched  by  General  Escobedo 
that  night.     A  copy  of  my  communication  is  herewith  attached,  marked  Na  2. 

On  rt'sehing  Brownsville  on  the  evening  of  the  8th,  I  received  a  polite  note 
from  General  Escobedo,  expressing  his  satisfaction  at  the  arrival  of  the  mission 
on  this  frontier.  Copy  of  this  note  and  translation,  marked  No.  3,  is  annexed 
hereto.     Copy  of  my  reply,  also  annexed,  is  marked  No.  4. 

Having  spent  only  a  few  hours  in  Tampico,  and  the  same  time  in  Matamonts,  it 
woidd  not  be  proper  for  me  nt  this  time  to  attempt  to  give  any  detailed  infbnni- 
tion  as  to  the  general  situation  of  affairs  in  the  interior  of  the  conntry,  hut  ill 
the  information  I  have  received,  both  at  Tampico  aud  from  General  Escobedo, 
appears  to  be  highly  favorable  to  the  cause  of  the  republic.  The  spirit  of  the 
national  forces  is  undoubtedly  excellent,  but  their  progress  is  necessarily  slov 
from  the  great  disadvantages  under  which  they  labor  for  want  of  means. 

On  the  13th  instant  we  returned  to  this  point,  Brazos  Santiago. 

Here  I  take  leave  of  Commodore  Alden  of  the  Susquehanna,  of  whose  unifbnu 
kindnet^s  and  courtesy  to  myself  and  suite  I  desire  to  make  special  meutioo, 
and  whose  promptitude  and  unceasing  vi^lance  as  a  naval  officer  cannot  be  too 
highly  acknowledged. 

Lieutenant  General  Sherman  does  not  deem  it  necessary  to  accompany  me  to 
Monterey,  and  leaves  here  in  the  Snsquehauna. 

To-morrow  it  is  my  purpose  to  return  to  Matamoras,  and  thence  to  proceed 
without  delay  to  Monterey. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Seorelarj/  of  State,   Wathington, 


,l,:.:c;.,  Google 
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[Enctomira  No.  1.] 

Tampico,  December  5,  1S66. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  advise  yon  iuformttlly  of  my  amva!  at  thie  point 
in  the  charocler  of  envoy  extraoriltnary  and  minister  plenipoieniiary  fi-om  the 
United  Stated  to  the  republic  of  Mexico,  of  which  hts  excellency  Don  Benito 
Juarez  ia  President. 

Lieutenant  Ueneral  Sherman,  of  the  United  States  army,  accompanies  me  in 
my  mission. 

We  arrived  here  on  the  4th  instant  in  the  United  States  steam  frigate  Sna- 
qnehanna,  Commodore  Alden  commanding.  On  our  way  here  we  anchored 
from  noon  on  the  S9th  nltimo  to  the  aflemoon  of  the  2d  instant  at  Green  island, 
off  the  port  of  Vera  Crnz.  Finding  that  port  in  possession  of  the  enemies  of  the 
Mexican  repoblic  we  did  not  enter  the  harbor,  and  observing  no  prospect  of  a 
change  in  afiUirs  there  we  came  to  this  port,  which  *e  find  is  occupied  by  the 
forces  of  the  constitutional  government. 

For  reRBons  which  will  be  obvious  to  yon,  I  regard  it  as  of  importance  both 
to  the  government  of  President  Juarez  and  of  the  United  States  that  I  should 
speedily  effect  an  official  communication  with  him. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  is  now  in  session,  but,  under  our  Consti- 
tution, will  adjourn  on  the  4th  of  next  March,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will 
meet  again  until  next  Uecemher.  Therefore,  as  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Mex- 
ico and  the  continued  occupation  of  its  territory  by  the  French  may,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  President,  requiiecongressiunal  rather  than  executive  action,  it 
seems  to  me  that  I  should  present  my  letters  of  credence  without  unnecessary 
delay.     For  these  reasons  I  address  you  thie  informal  note  by  courier. 

.As  now  advised  I  presume  that  tne  movements  of  your  government  are  in 

this  direction,  and  it  has  been  su^iested  that  President  Juarez  might,  perhaps, 

establish  the  seat  of  his  government  temporarily  at  this  place.     This  would 

greatly  facilitate  me  in  commnnicatiug  official  intelligence  to  my  government  as 

'   to  the  condition  of  affairs  and  the  desires  of  President  Juarez. 

If,  however,  the  President  has  no  intention  of  coming  here,  I  desire  to  be  ad- 
vised as  early  as  possible  as  to  the  point  ia  the  interior  at  which  and  the  time 
when  I  may  probably  have  an  opportunity  of  presenting  my  credentials.  I 
shall  await  information  from  you  on  these  points  at  this  place  or  Brownsville, 
Texas,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  General  Sherman  and  Commnrlnre  Alden, 
and  we  will  detain  the  Susquehanna  and  the  United  States  gunboat  Paul  Jones 
until  I  hear  from  you. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 

His  Excellency  Don  Sebastian  Lkrdo  db  Tejada, 

Minitter  of  Foreign  Afairi  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 

P.  S.— Ton  wiU  please  send  your  reply  to  me  to  the  care  of  Franklin  Chase, 
esq..  United  States  consul  at  this  port,  and  duplicate  copy  of  same  to  me,  care 
commanding  officer  United  States  forces  at  Brownsville,  Texas. 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 


[Enclosure  No.  2.] 

Bbownsvillb,  Tbxas,  December  9,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith   a  copy  of  a  communication,    duplicate  copies  of 
which  I  placed  in  the  hands  of  General  Gomeii  at  Tampico,  on  the  5th  instant. 
He  promised  to  forward  them  to  you  by  courier. 

ft      Tampico  in  company  with  LieuteiMnt  General  Sherman  on  the  fith 
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instaDt,  and  arrived  here  yesterday.  To-day  we  bare  bad  an  interview  with 
Greneral  Escobedo,  in  Hatamoras,  and  I  bave  concluded  to  proceed  to  Honterejr 
for  tbe  pnrpoBe  of  meeting  President  Juarez  at  that  point. 

General  Sberman  will  leave  me  here  and  proceed  in  tbe  United  States  steam 
frigate  Susquehanna  to  New  Orleans  to  confer  with  our  government  at  Wuh- 
ington  by  telegraph. 

For  many  reasons  not  proper  to  be  mentioned  herein,  I  regard  it  as  importvit 
to  tbe  cause  of  the  republic  tnat  I  should  communicate  with  President  Jurn 
at  Monterey  speedily,  and  I  shall  go  there  with  tbe  expectation  of  enjoying  thit 
honor  at  an  early  day. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL 
His  Excellency  Don  Sbbabtian  Lerdo  de  Tejada, 

Minuter  of  FortAgtt  Rdationt  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 

[EnclMore  Ko.  4.] 

Brownsville,  December  8, 1866. 
General  :  I  bave  tbe  pleasure  of  acknowledging  tbe  receipt  of  yonr  es- 
teemed favor  of  this  date,  and  beg  to  express  to  you  my  acknowledgments  for 
your  polite  attention. 

In  company  witb  Lieutenant  General  Sberman,  I  shall  bave  tbe  pleasure  of 
'  waiting  upon  you  in  person,  at  your  headquarters  in  Matamoraa,  atien  o'clock 
to-morrow. 

It  is  tbe  earnest  desire  of  the  government  of  tbe  United  States  that  the  re- 
public of  Mexico,  of  wbicb  Don  Benito  Juarez  is  tbe  rect^ized  President 
should  speedily  be  acknowledged  by  all  tho  nations  of  tbe  earth  as  a  stable 
andpermnnent  nationality. 

The  purpose  of  our  mission  is  not  to  dictate  or  interfere  with  the  free  will  rf 
the  people  of  Mexico  in  regard  to  the  form  of  government  that  they  sball  adopt. 
I  am,  general,  with   the  highest  respect,  yoor  most  attentive  and  obedient 
servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL 
General  Don  Mariano  Escobrdu, 

General-in-Chief  if  the  army  of  the  north,  and  repreientalive 
of  the  government  of  the  republic  of  Mexico  on  thit  frmUier, 

Malamonu. 


No.  199. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell. 

No.  II.]  Dbpabtmknt  of  State. 

Wathington,  December  S7,  1866. 
Sis  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  December  13, 
No.  6. 

**  *  *  *  *  *  •  » 

Yont  proceedings  at  VeraCmz,  Tampico,  and  Brownsville, as  therein  related, 
are  approved. 

Tbe  information  which  yon  have  given  me  is  appreciated.     With  a  leservi' 
tion,  which  I  may  take  a  more  convenient  occasion  to  mention,  the  President 
approves  of  the  notes  of  wbicb  a  copy  is  appended  to  your  despatch. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLUM  H.  SEWABD. 
Lewis  D.  Campbell,  Esq.,  l(e.,^.,  i[c.  CaU^qIc 
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No.  200. 

Mt.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Snoard. 

No.  7.]^  New  Oblbans,  December  24,  1S66. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  vay  despatch  No.  6,  of  tlie  13tb  instant,  from  Brazos 
Santiago,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  left  that  place  ou  the  16th 
ioetant,  and  reached  Brownsville  late  the  satne  evening. 

The  following  morning  I  received  a  note  from  General  Eecobedo,  advising 
me  that  he  woold  be  obliged  to  leave  for  the  interior  at  once. 

Copy  and  translation  of  the  same  is  enclosed  herewith,  marked  No.  I. 

On  the  18th  I  received,  from  a  reliable  source,  informatiou  that  President 
Jaarez  remained  at  Chihuahua  as  tate  as  the  24th  of  November,  mth  no  indi- 
eatioDS  of  a  departure  from  that  point,  and  that  it  whs  doubtful  whether  he 
wonld  leave,  and  if  he  left,  whether  he  would  go  to  Monterey. 

On  the  same  day,  ascertaining  that  Ortega  had  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  from 
the  United  States  into  Mesico.  and  that  probably  Canales  and  Cortinas,  with 
their  forces,  would  unite  against  Escobedo,  I  deemed  it  improper  to  proceed  ia 
the  direction  of  Monterey. 

Ou  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  not  having  received  any  communication  from 
the  department  since  your  instructions  on  setting  out,  I  deemed  it  proper  to 
come  to  thia  point  aa  speedily  as  possible,  with  a.  view  of  communicating  directly 
with  the  government  by  telegraph. 

I  advised  General  Berriozabal  of  this  deteimination  by  a  note,  a  copy  of 
wliich  is  enclosed  herewith,  marked  No.  2. 

Leaving  Brownsville  on  the  19th,  I  arrived  here,  by  way  of  Galveston,  ia  the 
night  of  the  S2d. 

When  in  tlie  Gnlf  of  Mexico  I  wa»  overtaken  by  the  United  States  gunboat 
Winooaki,  Captain  Cooper  commanding,  bearing  to  me  your  despatch  No.  4,  of 
the  23d  of  November  last. 

Captain  Cooper  also  handed  to  me  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Lane,  onr  consul  at 
Vera  Cruz,  enclosing  a  communication  froln  Mr.  Otterbourg,  oui  consul  at  the 
city  of  Mexico. 

Copy  of  Mr.  Lane's  despatch,  which  ia  of  a  late  date,  is  herewith  enclosed, 
marked  No.  3. 

In  his  communication  to  me,  Mr.  Otterbonrg  eucloaed  a  sealed  commnnica- 
tion  from  Marshal  Bazaine  to  Lieutenant  General  Sherman,  which  I  have  de- 
livered to  him  here. 

This  sealed  communication,  without  instructions  from  Washington,  seemed 
to  me  to  make  it  imperative  on  me  to  deliver  it  in  person. 

I  consider  my  presence  on  the  border  of  Mexico  uuimportant,  if  not  harmful, 
until  the  residence  of  the  republican  government  under  Juarez  shall  have  been 
definitely  ascert^ned.  I  desire  to  avoid  any  complication  of  our  government 
with  the  factions  of  the  liberals,  who  seem  now  to  be  at  war  with  each  other  ; 
therefore  I  will  go  back  to  Mexico  or  retnra  to  Washington  for  further  instruc- 
tions, as  the  department  may  direct. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  St^e,  WatkingUm,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure  No.  1. — Tmoslalion.] 

Matamoras,  December  16,  1866. 
Sir  :  Urgent  mtlitaiy  daliee  have  placed  me  under  the  necessity  of  not  re- 
maining in  this  city  the  time  that  I  desired,  ia  order  not  to  deprive  myself  of 
the  pleasing  honor  of  awaiting  yonr  excellency. 

.xigic 
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But  there  will  remun  to  represent  me  in  this  dty  the  genera]  of  dirieion, 
Felipe  Berrioeabal,  military  commandant  of  the  district  and  chief  of  the  line  of 
the  Bio  Grande,  in  order  to  preaent  anew  to  your  excellency  my  respects. 

In  addition,  I  have  already  given  orders  tliat  there  should  be  placed  &t  the 
convenient  points  the  escort  which  is  to  accompany  yonr  excellencyt  whom  I 
hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  on  the  road  or  in  the  city  of  Monterey. 
I  ani,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

TA.  ESCOBfiDO. 
His  Excellency  Hon.  Lbwis  D.  Campbell, 

Ettroy  Extraordinary  and  Htniiter  Plenipotentiary 

of  the  United  Statet  of  America. 


[Enclosure  Ko.  2.1 

BR0WN8VIU.E,  Deeemher  19,  1866. 
General;  Gircnmstances  have  transpired  which  render  it  expedient  that  I 
should  go  over  to  Galveston  or  New  Orleans  to  communicate  wiUi  ray  govern- 
ment at  Washington. 

This  will  require  an  absence  of  ten  days  or  two  weeks,  and  I  must  therefore 
postpone  my  intended  trip  to  Monterey  for  that  period. 

You  will  please  communicate  these  facts  to  General  Escobedo,  with  my 
thanks  for  bis  courtesies  and  kindness. 

I  am,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 
General  F.  Bbrriozabal, 

Commanding  in  Chief,  Matamora: 


rEnclosnre  No.  3,] 
Consulate  of  the  Ukitbd  States  of  America, 

Vera  Cruz,  December  15,  1866. 

SiRi  Yesterday  the  American  gnnboat  Winooski  put  in  here  expecting  to 
find  you.  As  they  have  important  despatches  for  ana  instructions  to  find  yon 
somewhere,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  send  by  them  what  correspondence  I  have 
received  since  your  departure — among  them  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Otterboni|:. 
enclosing  message  irom  General  Bazaine.     I  hope  1  do  not  err  in  sending  them. 

The  mail  steamer  from  France  arrived  hereon  the  11th  instant,  bringing  two 
hundred  soldiers  belonging  to  the  foreign  legion.  The  same  day  the  steamer 
Florida  arrived  for  the  purpose  of  taking  any  French  troops. 

Maximilian  left  Orizaba  on  the  12th  instant  for  the  city,  it  is  said,  but  wifl 
make  a  stop  at  Cholula.  With  the  present  feeling  existing  between  him  tod 
Bazaine  I  do  not  believe  he  dares  to  go  to  the  city. 

Bazaine  had  Marqnez  and  Minunon  arrested,  but  the  latter  escaped,  and  has 
not  yet  been  recnptured. 

It  is  said  the  priests  have  offered  to  raise  Maximilian  815,000,000  and  36,000 
troops,  12,000  each  ander  the  command  of  Marquez,  Miramon,  and  Marin. 

That  the  French  are  preparing  to  leave  1  cannot  doubt,  from  present  appear- 
ances ;  still,  I  may  be  mistaken. 

When  I  got  on  shore  from  the  Susquehanna  I  was  met  bv  the  report  that  the 
prefect  of  this  city,  acting  under  orders  from  Maximilian,  had  commanded  the 
Susquehanna  to  leave  this  jiort  forthwith.  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  was  believed 
by  many.  When  the  news  of  her  depsrtare  reached  Orizaba  the  bells  were 
rung  and  the  rabble  shouted.  There  were  hoard  vivat  for  Maximilias — groans 
and  cries  of  death  to  the  Americana  and  the  French. 
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Oa  Saoday  last  tlie  French  took  forcible  possesBton  of  the  cnetom -house, 
tumiDg  oat  all  the  appointees  of  Maximilian,  from  collector  doTD,  and  filling 
their  places  with  French. 

I  send  700  all  the  newspapers  that  have  come  to  hand ;  also  papers  And 
procUmatioos  of  this  coDatry. 

The  Winooski  was  very  kindly  and  courteously  treated  by  Admiral  01am. 

With  kind  remembrancen  to  all  your  parly,  yourself  inclnded,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servaot, 

M.  D.  L.  LANE. 

Hon.  L.  D.  Campbsll,  United  Slalet  Minuter,  ^. 


No.  201. 
Mr.  Stward  to  Mr.  Campbell. 
No.  12.]  Department  of  Statb, 

WatAin^ton,  December  29,  1S66. 
Sib  :  Your  despatch  No.  7,  of  the  24th  instant,  has  been  received.     The  pro- 
ceedings to  which  it  refers  are  approved.     We  adhere  to  the  directions  given 
you  ia  the  telegram  of  the  25th  instant. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


Lbwis  D.  Campbsli/,  Esq.,  t(c.,  i/e.,  ^. 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 


No.  202. 
Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Opficb  U.\rTED  Statss  iliLiTABV  Teleobaph, 

Wathingttm,  D.  C,  December  24,  1866. 
[Telegram  received  at  War  Department  from  New  Orleans,  December  24,  ]86&— time  5  p.  m.  ] 
Hon.  W.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State  .• 

Left  ^latamoras  19th;  Juarez  still  at  Chihuahua  November  24th ;  Ortega 
gone  on  lo  Mexico ;  Cauales  and  Cortinaa,  with  their  followers,  reported  to  have 
pronounced  for  Ortega.  It  ia  tny  deliberate  judgment  that  I  cannot  soon  com- 
municate with  Juarez,  and  that  my  presence  on  the  border  does  more  harm  than 
good.  I  learn  by  telegraph  that  my  daughter  is  very  ill ;  will  you  permit  me 
to  return  home,  or  report  in  person  at  Washington  I 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 


No.  203. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell, 

[Telegram.] 

Dbfart.wbnt  of  State, 

WaikingUm,  December  25,  1866. 
Lbwis  D.  Campbell,  Esq.,  ifc.,  Ifc.,  t(c~,  New  Orleans: 

Yonr  despatch  of  24th  received,     f  on  are  especially  desired  to  remain  in  New 
Orleans  until  you  reeeive  further  directions,  after  more  definite  intelligence  from 
Mexico.     Should  yon  retnrn  home,  however,  on  account  of  ill  health  in  yonr 
family,  you  will  be  expected  to  return  as  early  as  possible  to  New  Orleans. 
WILUAM  H.  SEWAED. 
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Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Setoard. 
No.  S.]  Nrw  Orleans,  Drceinler  31,  1866. 

Sir  :  I  regard  it  proper  to  inform  70a  of  the  iacte  bronglit  to  mr  knowledge 
of  a  flagrant  wrong  lately  perpetrated  on  an  American  citizen  by  the  aathoritiu 
of  the  Mexican  republic.  These  Bhould  have  been  imparled  sooner,  but.  in  the 
conetant  moyementa  to  which  this  legation  has  been  subject  by  the  embamus- 
ments  which  have  surrounded  it,  some  of  the  papers  bearing  npon  the  afiair 
were  misplaced. 

On  the  I3th  instant,  after  Lieutenant  General  Sherman  and  myself  had  re- 
turned from  Matamoras — we  were  detained  at  Brazos  Santiago  by  a  storm,  which 
had  driven  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Paul  Jones  to  sea — a  paper  was  pre- 
sented to  us  asking  our  interference  to  prevent  a  threatened  outrage  to  the 
owner  of  the  American  schooner  Mary  Bertrand,  that  had  lately  been  wrecked 
on  the  Mexican  coast  near  Bagdad.  The  facts  of  this  case  were  subsequently 
presented  to  me  in  a  more  formal  and  reliable  manner  by  the  papers  herewith 
enclosed,  marked  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  to  which  your  special  attention  ia  called. 

Not  having  opened  any  official  communication  with  the  goremmcnt  of  Presi- 
dent Juarez,  it  seemed  proper  that  I  should  refer  the  matter  to  Mr.  Marshall, 
our  consul  at  Matamoraa.  Accordingly  a  telegram  was  sent  to  him  by  Lieu- 
tenant General  Sherman  and  myself,  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  marked  No.  4. 

Receiving  reliable  information  at  Brazos  Santiago,  on  the  ISth,  that  the  specie 
referred  to  had  been  actually  seized  by  a  military  force,  and  that  General  Esco- 
bedo,  who  had  represented  himself  to  Lieutenant  General  Sherman  and  myself 
as  the  representative  of  the  government  of  the  republic  on  that  frontier,  had  re- 
fused to  interpose  his  antfaority  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  our  shipwrecked 
mariners,  I  started  from  Brazos  Santiago  for  Matamoras  on  the  IGth,  and  arrived 
at  Brownsville  at  eleven  o'clock  that  night,  with  the  view  of  having  his  atteotion 
more  particularly  called  to  the  subject.  On  the  following  morning,  before  I  bad 
time  to  cross  the  river  to  Matamoras,  I  received  the  note  from  General  Escobedo. 
^copy  and  translation  of  which  were  enclosed  iu  my  despatt^  from  this  place  ol 
the  24th  instant,)  who  had  agreed  to  await  my  arrival,  informing  me  he  would 
be  obliged  to  leave  at  once  for  Monterey. 

I  immediatel}!  despatched  Mr.  Plumb,  the  secretary  of  legation,  to  Slatamora;, 
for  the  purpose,  if  pogaible,  of  seeiog  General  Escobedo,  and  informally  ui^og 
npon  bim  the  necessity  of  arranging  the  affair  of  the  seized  specie  before  his 
departure.  On  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Plumb,  however,  in  Matamoras,  at  about  eleven 
o'clock  a.  m.,  it  was  learned  that  General  Escobedo  had  already  left  for  the  m- 

The  enclosed  papers,  stating  the  case,  were  immediately  brought  before  Gen- 
eral Berriozabal,  who  had  been  left  iu  command,  by  Mr.  Marshall,  and  every 
possible  effort  used  to  procure  the  return  of  the  specie  to  its  owaers,  but  without 
avail.  The  moat  that  could  be  accomplished  was  an  order  from  the  judge  that 
the  money  should  be  placed  in  our  cousul's  bands  until  the  claimant  should  pr>- 
cure  proof  from  Tampico  that  tbe  specie  had  been  properly  cleared  from  that 
port,  thus  subjecting  him  to  great  inconvenience  atad  expense,  and  deprivinghiai 
of  h's  rights  for  an  indefinite  period,  if  not  to  the  entire  loaa  of  his  property  iu 
thepresent  revolutionary  and  turbulent  condition  of  affairs  at  that  point. 

The  sudden  departure  of  General  Escobedo,  (when  it  was  known  to  him  I 
had  just  arrived,}  in  connection  with  the  seizure  of  this  specie,  seemed  to  me 
somewhat  mysterious,  if  not  positively  suspicious.  This  impression  waa  strength- 
ened by  the  fact  that  General  Escobedo  had  agreed  to  wait,  with  his  escort,  for 
me,  and  had  been  fully  apprised  by  both  Lientenant  General  Sherman  and  my- 
self of  the  friendly  disposition  of  our  government. 
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Having  then  eatablistied  no  official  relatioiiH  with  the  government,  I  could  not 
fnrther  interpose  with  regard  to  this  afikir ;  but  it  ocean  to  me,  in  view  of  the 
maDj  complaint?  that  are  made  bj  American  citizens  in  that  quarter,  and  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  alleged  wrongs  inflicted  by  the  liberal  authorities,  as  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  ITlrich,  the  consul  at  Monterey,  and  others  of  that  city,  which 
were  made  the  subject-matter  of  your  despatch  No.  2,  of  October  2  last,  that  I 
sbotild  call  your  special  attention  to  this  case. 

In  presenting  these  fscts  to  you,  permit  me  respectfully  to  make  the  sug- 
gestion, that,  from  all  I  could  learn,  there  is  little  dispoaition  to  respect  our  flag 
or  the  rights  of  our  citizens  in  that  r^on  of  Mexico. 

Such  acts  seem  to  me  to  be  flagrant  a^^essions  upon  the  prifaciples  of  inter- 
national int^ity  and  good  will,  if  not  positive  violations  of  solemn  treaty  stipu- 
lations. At  leaft  they  form  some  of  the  reasons  why  I  do  not  feel  disposed, 
until  otherwise  positively  instructed  by  the  department,  to  appear  to  obtrude 
hastilr  onr  "good  offices  "  on  that  government,  nntil  its  residence  shall  have 
been  definitively  established,  and  its  authurities  show,  practically,  some  power 
and  a  greater  disposition  lo  enforce  juttice  and  to  retpect  onrjlag. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  StttU.  Wathington,  D.  C. 

[EnclosDre  No.  ].] 

Brownrvillb,  Texas, 

December  17,  1866. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  has  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress your  excellency  in  regard  to  a  eeizure  of  his  property  by  the  authorities 
of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  under  circumstances  which  the  undersigned  cannot 
but  consider  as  illegal  and  arbitrary.     The  facts  are  as  follows : 

The  undersigned,  owner  of  the  American  schooner  Mary  Bertrand,  cleared 
at  the  port  of  Tampico,  Mexico,  for  Brazos  Santiago,  Texas,  and  set  sail  on  the 
3d  iaetant  nnder  the  customary  sea-papers,  having  on  board  twenty  thousand 
dollars  in  silver,  the  property  of  the  undersigned  and  others.  The  export  per- 
mit for  the  silver  on  board  was  taken  up  by  the  proper  officer,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Tameei  river,  so  that  this  paper  did  not  remain  on  board. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  twenty  thousand  dollars  referred  to  were  the 

f proceeds  of  a  lot  of  arms  and  ammunition  sold  by  the  undersigned  to  the  repub- 
ican  Mexican  authorities  of  Tampico,  and  that  it  was  a  condition  of  the  sale, 
made  to  them  by  the  uodersigned,  that  the  purchase-money  should  be  allowed 
to  leave  the  country  nnder  a  free  permit  and  exempt  from  duties. 

This  condition  was  fiilfilled  by  the  authorities  at  Tampico,  and  the  money 
was  placed  on  board  the  Haiy  Bertrand  by  the  Mexican  customs  officers  of  that 
port,  with  the  necessary  papers. 

Afterwards,  on  the  ninth  day  of  this  month,  the  Mary  Bertrand  was  wrecked 
iu  a  storm,  and  cast  upon  the  Mexican  coast,  a  few  miles  below  the  mouth  of 
the  Bio  Grande.  The  specif  on  board  waa  taken  ashore  and  hauled  by  the 
nadersigned,  as  part  of  the  wreck,  and  for  greater  safety,  to  Bagdad,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

While  there,  a  party  of  Alexican  soldiers,  forming  part  of  General  Escobeda's 
command,  attempted  to  take  possession  of  the  specie,  whereupon  the  under- 
signed placed  over  it,  for  protection,  a  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  warned  the 
officer  commanding  the  soldiery  that  he  slioald  respect  that  safeguard  and  leave 
the  money  undisturbed. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  specie  in  question  was,  on  Monday  afternoon.  Do- 
cember  10,  seized  by  the  said  officer,  and  afterwords,  on  the  12th  instant,  the, 
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same  wae  transmitted  by  him  to  Matamoraa,  where  the  cnstonu  aathorities  ot 
that  city  now  hold  it. 

The  undersigned  baa  been  usable  to  obtwn  any  redress  for  the  iiijmydone 
to  bim  by  sucb  illegal  seizure,  nor  can  he  secure  the  possession  of  the  sp«de  to 
which  he  is  entitled,  and  the  undersigned  fears  that  unless  some  action  ».  takta 
.  in  the  premises  by  your  excellency  be  will  meet  with  a  total  loss  of  tliia  monej. 
Therefore  the  undersigned  earnestly  appeals  to  your  excellency  for  the  pto- 
tection  to  which  he  believes  himself  eutitled,  and  respectfully  requests  your  h 
terposition  to  prevent  a  great  wrong  from  beiag  iimicted  on  citizens  of  the 
United  States  who  are  interested  herein. 

I  am  yooi  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  McGAFFEI. 
His  £zcelleiicy  Lswts  D.  Campbbll, 

Minuter  Plenipofattiari/  and  Eneoy  Extraordinary 

of  the  United  Statu  to  the  Republic  of  Mateo. 

The  foregoing  aiE'lavit  (woro  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  19th  d»y  of 
December,  A.  D.  1866. 

Witness  my  band  and  the  seal  of  the  district  court  in  and  for  GameroD  caanty. 
State  of  Texas,  being  of  the  12th  judicial  district  of  the  same. 

fsEALl  8.  POWERS. 

'^*'"J  Judge  of  the  12tk  Judicial  DUtrict  of  Ttxiu. 

[EDClomre  No.  3.] 
State  of  Texas,  County  of  Cameron  i 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  J.  W.  Tomi>kTi& 
to  me  known,  who  being  duly  swom,  upon  his  oath  doth  declare  and  say  tbitbr 
is  master  of  the  American  schooner  Uary  fiertrand,  now  totally  a  wreck  on  ihe 
coast  of  Mexico,  a  few  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande;  that  she Hiled 
from  the  port  of  Tampico,  Mexico,  on  the  3d  day  of  December,  A.D.  1866, for ibr 
port  of  Brazos  Santiago,  in  the  county  and  State  aforesaid;  that  he  obtaiDcd 
from  the  customs  officers  at  Tampico  the  usual  clearance  papers ;  that  there  TV. 
at  the  time  of  sailing  from  said  port,  twenty  thousand  siWer  dollars,  in  nine 
wooden  boxes,  the  property  of  A.  A.  McGaffey  and  others — the  same  epeof 
having  been  laden  and  put  on  board  the  s^d  schooner  by  the  Mexican  cnsioini 
authorities  of  said  port ;  that  the  said  authorities  furnished  affiant  with  the  pn- 
per  permit  for  the  exportation  of  said  specie,  which  was  taken  at  tlie  moatn  oT 
the  Pamesi  river  by  the  proper  officer  as  is  usual  at  said  port ;  that  subseqnentij. 
to  wit,  on  the  9tb  day  of  December,  A.D.  1866,  the  said  schooner  Mary  Berttul 
was  wrecked  and  cast  away  on  the  Mexican  coast  aforesaid,  and  the  said  iftrv 
was  removed  from  on  board  and  taken  ashore,  the  schooner  herself  bemg  a  tol»l 
wreck, 

J.  M.  TOMPKINS,  JtfrtAr. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  December,  1866,  at  my  oi« 
in  Brownsville,  Cameron  county,  Texas. 

EDWARD  DOUGHERTY, 


[SBAL-J 


Notary  PuUir.,  Cameron  County,  Tccai. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.] 
State  of  Texas,  County  of  Cameron: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned  authority,  Charles  D.Sto^' 
ing,  to  me  known,  who  being  duly  sworn  by  me,  upon  his  oath  did  declare  um 
say,  that  he  is  an  American  citizen ;  that  on  the  3d  (by  of  December,  A  D.  lSl>(>, 
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he  left  Tampico,  in  the  republic  of  Mexico,  for  the  port  of  Brazos  Santiago,  in 
county  and  Slate  aforesaid,  oi)  board  the  American  schooner  Mair  Bertrand, 
J.  B  Tompkins,  master ;  that  prerioas  to  Bailing  the  vesBel  was  regularly  cleared 
at  the  custom-bonee  of  the  port  of  Tampico,  and  that  the  ofScors  of  the  Mid 
custom-house  did  load  and  put  on  hoard  the  said  Mary  Bertrand  twenty  thoa* 
sand  dollars,  contained  in  nine  wooden  boxes  covered  with  grass  matting ;  that 
the  said  loading  and  putting  on  board  of  said  specie  by  the  said  Mexican 
anthorities  was  open  and  public  and  in  view  of  the  bystanders  then  and  there 
being;  that  the  al!iant  knows  that  the  said  specie,  thus  heing  put  on  hoard  the 
Mary  Bertrand  by  the  Mexican  cnstoms  authorities  of  Tampico,  waa  in  payment 
of  a  lot  of  arms  sold  to  the  Mexican  government  hy  A.  A.  McGafiey,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States;  that  subsequently,  to  wit,  on  the  9th  day  of  December,  1866, 
the  said  schooner  Mary  Bertrand  was  wrecked  in  a.  storm  and  cast  upon  the 
coast  of  Mexico  a  few  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande,  and  the  said 
twenty  thousand  dollars  were  removed  from  on  board  to  the  shore.  Afterwards 
the  same  were  taken  to  Bagdad,  as  part  of  the  wreck,  for  safety.  Affiant  fur- 
ther declares,  that  the  Mexican  aQtboritiea  have  seized  the  said  specie  and  have 
now  possession  thereof. 

CHARLES  D.  STOCKING. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  at  my  office  in  the  city  of  Brownsville,  on 
the  17tb  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1866. 

r^^^^ ,  EDWARD  DOUGHERTr, 

'■  ''  Notary  Public,  Cameron  CoKnty,  Texai. 


[EDcIoBure  No.  4. — Telegram.] 

Brazos  Saktuoo,  December  13,  1866. 
To  the  U.  S.  GoxsUL,  Matavioraa  i 

Sir:  Representations  have  just  been  made  to  us  that  nine  casesof  silver,  said- 
to  contain  eighteen  thousand  dollars,  tlie  property  of  an  American  citizen,  reg- 
ularly cleared  from  Tampico  for  this  port,  and  wrecked  near  Bagdad,  and  there 
placed  by  the  owner  in  the  safe-keeping  of  the  agent  of  King,  Kennedy  k 
Co.,  are  sought  to  be  taken  posseasion  of  from  the  owner  and  his  agents  hy  the 
collector  of  Bagdad,  supported  by  an  armed  force,  claiming  to  act  under  authority. 
It  is  stated  that  forcible  posEeesion  of  the  same  would  be  taken  last  night,  not- 
withstanding the  protest  of  the  owner  and  his  ngents. 

Yon  will  piciise  call  the  immediate  attention  of  General  Eacobedo  to  this  mat- 
ter, that  the  pnipcr  orders  may  be  given,  if  the  facts  are  as  above  represented. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

LEWIS  D.  CAMPBELL. 
W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

LieuleHaiU  General  V.  S.  A. 


Mr.  Seward  fo  Mr.  Campbell. 


No.  14]  Dbpartmrnt  of  State, 

WatAington,  January  14,  1867. 
SiH;  I  have  received  Yonr  despatch  No.  8, of  the  31st  ultimo,  concerning  the 
seizure,  by  some  liberal  forces  nnder  General  Escobedo.  of  a  sum  amounting  to 
about  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  silver,  belonging  to  A.  A.  McGaffey  and  others, 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  Yonv  letter  on  the  eabjeet  to  the  consul  at  Mat- 
amoras  is  approved.  ■ 
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Ab  the  money  is  now  in  his  hands,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  its  raatitQtion  to  the  owners  after  they  ahall  have  obtained  and  presoiled 
to  the  consul  the  requisite  proof  of  its  haritig  hekn  properly  cleared  m>m  Tun- 

I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Lbwis  D.  Campbell,  Esq.,  fye.,  ifc.,  ^.,  New  Orleant. 


No.  1». 

COBBESPONDENCE  ON  THE  MEXICAN  QUESTION  WITH  LEGATIONS  Of 
THE  UNITED  STATES  IN  EUROPE. 

List  qfpoperi. 

ENGLAND. 

206.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adama Dec  21,1864. 

207.  Same  to  same Feb.  7, 196S. 

208.  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward Feb.  9,1863. 

209.  Same  to  same Feb.  17,  ISM. 

210.  Same  to  same Feb.  83,1865. 

211.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adams March  25. 1865. 

218.  Mr.  Adama  to  Mr.  Seward Jane  %  IH^. 

FRANCE. 

213.  Mr.  Dayton  to  Mr.  Seward Ma«h  25, 1S61 

214.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Dayton April      7,  IS61. 

815.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow Feb.      13,  lS6a. 

21C.  Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward March  10,1865. 

217.  Same  to  same March  17,1865. 

218.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow March  27,  I8«l. 

219.  Same  to  same March  30,1865. 

220.  Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward April     17, 1S65. 

221.  Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigelow Oct.       19,1865. 

222.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigelow Oct.       30, 1865. 

AUSTRIA. 

223.  Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Seward Feb.      13.1865. 

■  224.  Same  to  same Feb.      26,  1S65. 

225.  Mr.  Motley  to  Mr.  Hunter June      5,1865. 

PRUSSIA. 

226.  Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Seward Nov.     15,  1865. 

BBLOIDM. 

227.  Mr.  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seward Feb.        1, 1865. 

228.  Same  to  same March  13, 1865. 

229.  Same  to  same April    12,1865. 

230.  Same  to  same May      29,1665. 

231.  Same  to  same May      31,  1665. 


232.  Mr.  Marsh  to  Mr.  Hunter May     15, 1865. 

233.  Sami  to  same Jane       5,  1865. 

234.  Same  to  same June     S9,  1865. 
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BOMB. 

235.  Mr.  King  to  Mr.  Seward March  4,  1865. 

236.  Same  to  same April  22,  1866. 

237.  Same  to  same May  24,  1865. 

238.  Mr.  King  to  Mr.  Hunter June  2,  1865. 

NBTHBBLANDS. 

239.  Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Hunter May  17,  1865. 

240.  Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward Oct.  18,  1865. 

SWEDB.\  AND  KORWAY. 

241.  Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward Sept.  27,  1864. 

242.  Same  to  eame Nov.  6,  1864. 

243.  Same  to  stlme Dec.  13,  1864. 

244.  3Ir.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell Jan.  10,  1865. 

TURKBY. 

245.  Mr.  MorriBto  Mr.  Seward March  29,  1865. 

246.  Mr.  Morris  to  Mr.  Hunter May  18,  1865. 

247.  Same  to  same May  25,  1865. 

248.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Morris Sept.  21,  1865. 

249.  Mr.  Morris  to  Mr.  Seward Oct.  29,  1865. 

RUYPT. 

250.  Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward Ang.  26,  1865. 

251.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale Sept.  21,  1865. 

252.  Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward Oct.  27,  1365. 

253.  Same  to  same Nov.  13,  1865. 

254.  Same  to  same Not.  18,  1665. 

255.  Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Halo Nov,  27,  1865. 

256.  Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward Nov.  27,  1865. 

MOROCCO. 

257.  Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Seward Dec  17, 1864. 


GREAT   BRITAIN. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Adam. 


JHo.  II99.]  Department  op  Statb, 

WathingtoH,  Dte^ber  21,  1864. 
Sis ;  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  12th  ultimo. 
No.  208,  from  Gharlea  A.  Leas,  esq.,  the  United  States  commercial  agent  at 
Belize,  in  regard  to  a  recent  proclamatian  of  Prince  Maximilian  affecting  tbe 
British  settlement  io  the  Honduras,  and  relating  also  to  other  featnres  of  politi- 
cal a&ira  in  that  quarter  and  tbe  We^t  Indies. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servaut, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Francis  Adahs,  Esq.,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  Sfe. 

[For  the  enclosure  to  this  letter,  see  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  73,  39th  Congress, 
Ist  seBsion,  Part  II,  page  413.J 


CONDITION  OF  AFFA1E8  IN   MEXICO. 


Mr.  Sercard  to  Mr.  Adamt. 

No,  1258.]  Dbpabtmbnt  op  State, 

Wathinglon.  Febntary  7,  I86S. 

Sir  :  It  IB  a  tmism  tha^  in  times  of  peace  there  are  always  inatigatore  of  wv 
So  sooD  aa  a  war  begins,  there  are  citizen!)  who  impatiently  demand  negotiitiwu 
for  peace.  The  advocates  of  war,  after  aa  agitation  longer  or  shorter,  geoenllj 
gain  their  fearful  end,  tbongh  the  war  declared  ia  not  nufreqncntlj  nnneeessuj 
and  unwise.  So  peace  agitators,  to  time  of  war,  nltimately  bring  aboot  in 
abandonment  of  the  conflict — sometimes  withont  securing  the  advantages  vbid 
were  originally  expected  from  the  conflict. 

The  agitators  for  war  in  time  of  peace,  and  for  peace  in  time  of  war,  are  not 
necessarily,  or  perhaps  ordinarily,  unpatriotic  in  their  pnrpotoes  or  motim. 
Results  alone  determine  whether  they  are  wise  or  unwise.  The  treaty  of  peitt 
concluded  at  Gnadalupe  Hidalgo  was  secared  by  an  irrcffular  negotiator  nodn 
the  ban  of  the  government.  Some  of  the  efTorta  which  have  been  made  to  brin^ 
about  negotiations  with  a  view  to  eiid  our  civil  war  are  known  to  the  vfaole 
world,  because  they  have  employed  foreign  as  well  as  domestic  agenta.  Otbtn, 
with  whom  you  have  bad  to  deal  confidentially,  are  known  to  yourself,  althon^ 
they  have  not  publicly  transpired.  Other  efforts  have  occurred  here,  which  vt 
known  only  to  tbe  persons  actually  moving  in  them,  and  to  this  govemmeot.  1 
am  now  to  give  you,  for  your  information,  an  account  of  an  a£Fair  of  the  sum 
gi-neral  character,  which  recently  received  much  attention  here,  and  wbiek 
doubtless  will  excite  inquiry  abroad. 

A  few  days  ago  Francis  P.  Blair,  esq.,  of  Maryland,  obtained  from  tbe  PrM- 
dent  a  simple  leave  to  pasa  through  our  military  lines,  without  definite  vien 
known  to  the  government.  Mr.  Blair  visited  Ricbmond,  and  on  bis  Tetambe 
showed  to  tbe  President  a  letter  which  Jefferson  Davis  had  written  to  Mi. 
filair,  in  which  Davis  wrote  that  Mr.  Blair  was  at  liberty  to  say  to  Presidoil 
Lincoln  tbat  Davis  was  now,  as  be  had  always  been,  willing  to  send  commif- 
sionere,  if  assured  they  would  be  received,  or  to  receive  any  that  should  be 
sent;  that  he  was  not  disposed  to  find  obstacles  in  forms.  He  would  sradcm- 
missiooers  to  confer  witb  the  President  with  a  view  to  a.  restoration  of  petn 
between  the  two  countries  if  he  could  be  assured  tbey  would  be  received.  TItf 
President  thereupon,  ou  the  18th  of  January,  addressed  a  note  to  Hr.  Blair,  ii 
which  the  President,  afccr  acknowledging  tbat  he  had  read  the  note  of  Mt. 
Davis,  said  that  be  was,  is,  and  always  should  be  willing  to  receive  anyagmt 
that  Mr.  Davie  or  any  other  iDflucntial  person  now  actually  reflistiug  tbe 
authority  of  the  government  might  send  (o  confer  informally  witii  the  Preudtni 
witb  a  view  to  tbe  restoration  of  peace  to  the  people  of  our  one  common  country. 
Mr.  Blair  visited  Ricbmond  with  his  letter,  and  tnen  again  came  back  to  Wub- 
ington.  On  the  29tb  instant  we  were  advised  from  the  camp  of  Lientamt 
General  Grrant,  tbat  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  and  John  A- 
Campbell  were  applying  for  leave  to  pass  through  the  tines  to  WaahiagtM  u 

Ejace  commissioners  to  confer  with  the  President.  They  were  pennitted  b^  iht 
ieutenant  Geueral  to  come  to  his  headquarters  to  await  there  the  decision  of  tbe 
President.  Major  Eckert  was  sent  down  to  meet  the  party  from  Richmond  d 
General  Grant's  headquarters.  The  major  was  directed  to  delivw  to  thea* 
copy  of  the  Preeideut's  letter  to  Mr.  Blair,  with  a  note  to  be  eddteased  to  ibem 
and  aigncd  by  the  major,  in  which  they  were  directly  informed  that  if  lb*? 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  our  lines,  they  would  be  understood  aa  comiag  for  m 
informal  eonfereuce  npou  the  basis  of  the  aforenamed  letter  of  the  18th  of  Jm- 
nary  to  Mr.  Blair.  If  they  should  express  their  assent  to  this  eoaditiin  in 
writing,  then  Major  Eckert  was  directed  to  give  them  safe  conduct  to  Fortn" 
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Monroe,  where  &  peraon  coming  from  the  President  Would  meet  them.  It  being 
thoaght  probable,  From  a  report  of  their  converestion  with  Lientenont  General 
Onmt,  that  the  Richmond  p^^  would,  iu  the  manner  preBcribed,  accept  the  con- 
dition mentioned,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  chai^d  by  the  Preeidenl  with  the 
daty  of  rcpreeenting  this  government  in  the  expected  informal  conference.  The 
Secretary  arrived  at  Fortress  Monroe  in  the  night  of  the  lat  day  of  Febmary. 
Major  Eckert  met  him  in  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  February  with  the  informa- 
tion that  the  persons  who  had  come  from  Richmond  had  not  accepted  in  writing 
the  condition  npon  which  he  was  allowed  to  give  them  conduct  to  Fortress 
Monroe,  The  major  had  given  the  same  information  by  telegraph  to  the  Preai- 
dent  at  Washington.  On  receiving  this  information,  the  President  prepared  a 
telegram  directing  the  Secretary  to  return  to  Waahington.  The  Secretary  was 
preparing  at  tha-eamc  moment  to  bo  return  withottt  waiting  for  inetructions  from 
the  President.  Bat  at  this  juncture  IJentenaut  General  Grant  telegraphed  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  as  well  as  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  party  from 
Richmond  had  reconsidered  and  accepted  the  conditiooe  tendered  them  throngh 
Major  Eckert;  and  General  Grant  urgently  advised  the  President  to  con^r 
in  person  with  the  Richmond  party.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Secretary, 
by  the  President's  direction,  remained  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  the  President 
joined  him  there  on  the  night  of  the  2d  of  Febniary.  The  Richmond  party  wae 
brought  dowu  the  James  river  in  a  United  States  steam  transport  during  the 
day,  and  the  transport  ivas  anchored  in  Hampton  Roads. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  the  President,  attended  by  the  Secretary,  received 
Mei<srs.  Stepfaene,  Hunter,  and  Campbell  on  board  the  United  States  steam 
transport  River  Queen,  in  Hampton  Roads.  The  conference  was  altogether  in- 
formal. There  was  no  attendance  of  Hecretaries,  clerks,  or  other  witnesses. 
Nothing  was  written  or  read.  The  conversation,  although  earnest  and  free,  wi\s 
calm,  and  courteous,  and  kind  on  both  sides.  The  Richmond  party  approached 
the  discussion  rather  indirectly,  and  at  no  time  did  they  either  make  categuii- 
cal  demands,  or  tender  formal  Btipulations  or  absolute  refusals.  Nevertheless, 
during  the  conference,  which  lasted  four  hourB,  the  several  points  at  issue 
between  the  government  and  the  insuigents  were  distinctly  raised,  and  diE- 
cussed  fully,  intelligently,  and  in  an  amicable  spirit.  What  the  insurgent  party 
seemed  chiefly  to  favor  was  a  postponement  of  the  question  of  separation,  upon 
which  the  war  is  waged,  and  a  matual  direction  of  efforts  of  the  government,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  insurgents,  t«  some  extrinsic  policy  or  scheme  for  a  season, 
dming  which  passions  might  be  expected  to  subside,  and  the  armies  be  reduced, 
and  trade  and  interconrae  between  the  people  of  both  sections  resumed.  It  was 
suggested  by  them  that  throngh  snch  postponement  we  might  now  have  imme- 
diate peace,  with  some  not  veiy  certain  prospect  of  an  ultimate  satisfactory 
adjoatment  of  political  relations  betweeu  this  government  and  the  States,  section, 
or  people  now  engaged  m  conflict  with  it. 

This  BUi^stion,  thongh  deliberately  considered,  was  nevertheless  regarded 
by  the  President  as  one  of  armistico  or  truce,  and  he  announced  that  we  can 
agree  to  no  cessation  or  suspension  of  hoatilitieB,  except  on  the  basis  of  the  dis- 
bandment  of  the  insurgent  forces,  and  the  restoration  of  the  national  anthority 
throughout  all  the  States  in  the  Union.  Collaterally,  and  in  subordination  to 
tlie  proposition  which  was  thus  announced,  the  anti-slavery  policy  of  the  United 
States  was  reviewed  in  all  its  bearings,  and  the  President  announced  that  be 
must  not  be  expected  to  depart  from  the  position  he  had  heretofore  assumed  in 
his  proclamation  of  emancipation  and  other  documents,  as  these  positions  were 
reiterated  in  his  last  annnol  message.  It  was  further  declared  by  the  President 
that  the  complete  restorataon  of  the  national  authority  everywhere  was  an  indis- 
pensable condition  of  any  assent  on  our  port  to  whatever  form  of  peace  might  be 
proposed.  The  President  assured  the  other  party  that,  while  he  must  adhere 
to  these  poutions.  be  would  be  prepared,  so  far  as  power  is  lodged  with  the 
3S   MBX. 
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Bxecatire,  to  exerciee  libeiBlilr^.  Hia  power,  however,  is  limited  bj  the  Goo- 
Btitation  ;  and  when  peace  should  he  made,  GougreBB  moBt  aeeettanlj  tet  in 
regard  to  appropriations  of  money  and  to  the  admiBBion  of  repreaentaliTeB  fron 
the  insurrectional;  States.  The  Richmond  party  were  then  infbnned  thit 
GongreBB  had,  on  the  Slet  ultimo,  adopted  by  a  constitutional  majority  a  jinnt 
reBointion  Bubmittiug  to  the  several  States  the  proposition  to  abolish  slavery 
throughout  the  Union,  and  that  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  that  it  will  be 
B6on  accepted  by  three-fourths  of  the  States,  bo  as  to  become'  a  part  of  the 
national  organic  law. 

The  conference  came  to  an  end  by  mutual  acquiescence,  withont  prodndugaB 
agreement  of  views  npon  the  several  matters  diBcnsBed,  or  any  of  them.  Nefer- 
[heleae,  it  iB  perhaps  of  BOme  importance  that  we  have  been  able  to  snbmit  our 
opinions  and  views  directly  to  prominent  insurgents,  and  to  hear*them  ia  answer 
in  a.  courteous  and  not  unfriendly  manner. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  3EWABD. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  Esq.,  ^c,  Ifc.,  4^. 


[No.  308.J 
Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  871.]  Legation  of  the  Dmted  Status, 

London,  Fehmary  0, 1B65. 

Sir:  The  rebels  are  so  fruitful  of  schemes  of  all  sorts,  and  are  so  apt  lobe 
elated  by  the  very  last  one,  notwithstanding  all  preceding  it  have  Tailed,  that  jw 
communication  in  your  despatch  No.  1246,  of  the  23d  of  January,  did  not  lu- 
prise  me.  The  theory  broached  in  the  article  of  the  Richmond  Sentioel  is  wt 
novel  in  lay  experience  in  London.  I  saw  it  long  ago  gravely  put  forth  io  lb* 
columns  of  an  evening  paper,  as  communicated  by  a  correspondent  by  the  name 
of  Gowell;  and  it  has,  from  time  to  time,  been  brought  up  in  the  editoriil  d^ 
partment  ever  since.  The  Richmond  correspondent  of  the  Timea  trifd  it  once 
in  that  paper.  It  has  made  no  impression  whatever.  The  device  will  go  tbe 
way  of  its  thousand  and  one  predecessors,  to  oblivion.  I  was  gravely  informd 
the  other  day  that  it  was  reported  to  be  a  notion  held  by  Lord  Hussell.  If  x^ 
he  has  taken  good  care  to  give  no  hiut  of  it  either  in  his  language  or  his  actioa. 
Whatever  he  may  hold  as  a  theory,  I  have  aome  reason  from  him  Io  belieTc 
that  he  does  not  expect  that  it  or  anything  far  stronger  will  avail  the  wxat- 
gents  for  long. 

There  has  been  another  rumor  E'tarted  sinre,  which  has  been  nsed  for  a  fev 
days  to  BUBtain  the  public  confidence  in  the  cotton  loan.  This  is  connected  with 
the  appearance  of  Mr.  Gwin  in  Mexico,  and  the  story  that  he  was  tobe  tbe 
viceroy  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  who  was  to  receive  from  Maximilian  the  M- 
sion  of  the  northern  States. 

The  hope  here  has  been  that  this  news,  when  circulated  in  the  United  Slitu, 
may  prompt  some  hasty  and  violent  conduct  in  Congress  or  among  the  propic 
which  will  embroil  us  with  the  French  nation.  Of  course  you  will  receive  moK 
accurate  information  with  respect  to  this  matttr  from  the  proper  source  in  Fraoa 
than  I  can  give.  But  my  conviction  is  that  it  is  a  bugbear  worked  out  of  the 
usual  thin  materials. 

The  capacity  of  these  men  for  the  intriguing  port'on  of  politics  is  roarvellow- 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  year  ob*-dieiit  servant, 

GHARLES  FR.)NGIS  ADAU8. 

Hon,  William  H.  Seward,  tfc.,  Sfc.,  tec.  .  -  . 


CONDITION  OF  ifFAIBB  IN  UEXICO.  595 

[.No.  209.] 

Mr.  Adam*  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  680.J  Lboation  of  thb  Unitbd  States, 

London,  Ffbruary  17,  1865. 

SiK :  Owing  to  the  delay  in  tlic  arrival  of  the  Canada,  I  only,  late  yesterdaj', 
Teceired  from  the  department  the  deapatches  numbered  from  1:247  to  1255,  in- 
clnfiive.  •*•••••• 

The  neiTB  of  a  probability  of  peace,  which  came  by  the  steamer  Canada, 
spread  conetematiou  everywhere.  The  fands  fell,  the  cotton  market  was  paral- 
yzed, and  nothing  in  the  city  showed  animaljon  except  the  cotton  bonds  and  the 
United  States  stocks.  There  ia  a  singolar  delusion  prevailiug  here,  that  no 
p&ciGca^on  will  be  made  without  a  recognition  of  the  confedeiste  loan. 

The  effect  seems  to  have  been  much  the  same  at  Paris,  excepting  that  the 
cause  of  panic  was  different.  There,  it  was  the  mmor  of  the  Monroe  doctrine 
being  made  the  basis  of  anion,  which  is  construed  as  hostility  to  the  French  in- 
fluence in  JUexico. 

Fortunately  for  the  nerves  of  oil  parties,  the  Canadian  steamer  came  in  the 
very  oezt  day,  with  the  quieting  int^ligence  that  no  result  hod  been  arrived  at. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servantt 

GHABLE8  FBANCIS  ADAUS. 

Hon.  William  11.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  Wathingttm,  D.  C. 


Mr.  Adami  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  881,]  Lbqation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  Fcbrvary  23,  1865. 

SiB:  I  have  juft  come  from  an  interview  with  Lord  Busaell.  He  was  un- 
well, and  received  me  at  bis  own  house.  I  bad  asked  it  for  two  purposes.  One 
of  these  was  to  communicate  to  him  the  substance  of  your  despatch  No.  IS£S, 
and  especially  to  point  nut  to  him  that  portion  of  it  relating  to  the  intimation 
given  by  the  rebel  commissioners  of  some  device  to  unite  the  sentiment  of  both 
sides  on  an  object  not  defined,  yet  not  difficnlt  to  be  conceived.  The  morning's 
newspapers,  however,  contain,  among  tho  other  intelligence  From  America,  the 
whole  of  that  despatch  as  furnished  to  Congress  by  the  President.  I  therefore 
contented  myself  with  a  reference  to  the  Times,  which  his  lordship  had  not  yet 
read,  and  particularly  to  the  passage  alluded  to,  as  exemplifying  the  intriguing 
nature  of  the  rebel  operations.  They  endeavor  to  sow  distrust  between  us  and 
foreign  powers  by  proposing  on  the  one  side,  as  a  measure  of  conciliation,  the 
adoption  of  a  policy  which  may  be  Inrerred  to  be  hostile  to  them  in  America, 
whilst  on  the  other  they  seek  aid  and  co-operation  from  them  by  offering  to 
place  themselves  is  the  breach  against  that  same  policy  which  they  boldly  im- 
pute exclusively  to  us. 

The  other  object  of  my  interview  related  to  the  contents  of  your  No.  1356. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  Slate,  Wathington,  D.  C. 


coyGoOglc 
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No.  211. 
3Ir.  Seioard  to  Mr.  Adam*. 
No.  1320.]  Department  of  Statu, 

Wiukingtm,  March  25,  18«)d. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  tbc  9tb  of  March,  No.  889,  has  been  received. 

After  collating  the  speculations  of  the  London  Times  (to  which  yon  b>vt 
directed  my  attention)  with  similar  utterances  which  have  been  made  in  Parij. 
I  think  I  understand  the  object  of  the  authors. 

When  the  news  of  oar  late  BaccesBes  arrived  in  Europe,  accompanied  bj 
exaggerated  and  perverted  statements  concerning  the  conference  held  at  Hamp- 
ton Boadsi  it  was  apprehended  that  a  peace  woiud  be  hnrriedlj  made  by  agree 
ment.  Neither  Britieb  commercial  inteTests  nor  the  interests  of  large  politicil 
parties  in  Great  Britain,  conld  accommodate  themselves  all  of  a  sadden  to  the 
cessa^on  of  the  strife.  French  politicians  thought  that  the  political  fiitttatioo 
in  Hexico  would  be  embarrassed  \y  so  sudden  and  abmpt  a  termination  of  otu 
civil  war.  Itmust,  therefore,  be  protracted,  if  possible;  and  if  not,  die  time  mnn 
be  improved  to  pi-epare  the  Europeau  mind  for  &e  end.  I  do  not  think  tbr 
strategy  is  of  any  serious  importance.  The  war  will  come  to  on  end  neither  ibt 
sooner  nor  the  later  for  all  that  European  politicians  may  think  or  wish  about 
it,  unless  there  is  actual  intervention;  and  that  we  do  not  expect  to  occni. 
Factions  European  combinations  to  embarrass  will  not  affect  results  dependiog 
upon  military  and  political  agencies  existing  hero.  In  the  last  twelve  days  1 
have  seen  six  hundred  deserters,  veteran  soldiers  from  Lee's  army,  pass  np  the 
aveane  to  the  provost  marshal's  ofSce  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  th^ 
United  States:  The  war  will  come  to  its  end  because  the  rebels  are  weary  of 
it,  but  not  BO  soon  as  we  and  they  wish,  or  as  the  enemies  of  our  commnr 
country  in  Europe  fear  that  it  will. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD 

Charles  Fra»cis  Adams,  Esq.,  Sfc.,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 


No.  212. 
Mr.  Adami  to  Mr.  Hunter. 
No.  975.]  LeoATioN  op  tub  Umtbd  States, 

London,  June  2,  lS6o. 
Sir  :  Within  a  couple  of  weeks  there  has  been  a  singular  attempt  at  a  imewd 
of  the  panic  in  regard  to  the  designs  of  our  government  which  made  tbe  ea\^ 
of  my  despatches  some  time  ago. 

X  *  r  *  «  * 

If  I  am  ri^t  in  my  statement,  it  is  not,  perhaps,  unfair  to  infer  here  the  pre* 
ence  of  three  threads  of  influence  combined  in  one  cord  of  intrigue:  The  fiitl. 
that  of  the  indefatigable  rebel  emissaries;  the  second,  that  of  French>Hexiaii- 
ism  under  imperial  shelter;  the  third,  that  of  aristocratic  British  sympathy  will 
the  rebellion. 

I  shall  probably  have  occasion  for  some  time  to  come  to  notice  and  cxpocr 
similar  schemes.  While  but  little  disposed  to  attach  importance  to  them,  or  to 
believe  in  any  chances  of  their  success,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  continue  to  tnu- 
mit  to  you  the  information,  in  order  that  you  may  be  placed  on  your  guard  and 
hold  in  your  bonds  at  all  times  tbe  means  of  counteracting  tbe  false  impression' 
attempted  here  by  such  devices. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonc  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS. 

William  Huntbr,  Esq., 

AetiHg  Secretary  of  Slate,  WathingfoH,  D.  C. 


Xauh^Ic 
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Mr.  Daylon  to  Mr.  Seteard. 

No.  442.)  Paris,  March  25,  1864. 

Sib:  Mr.  Droujn  de  Lhaye  informed  me  yesterday  that  the  aegotiation  for  a 
loan  ID  behalf  of  Maximilian,  as  emperor  of  Mexico,  had  been  completed  on 
favorable  terms,  and  that  he  would  sail  for  Mexico  on  Sunday  next. 

I  regret  to  leani  by  the  communication  yon  enclosed  to  me  that  the  power  of 
Mexico  is  still  farther  enfeebled  by  faction  and  diyision  among  themselves. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  present  condition  of  things  there  to  justi^  a  hope  that 
the  repablicana  of  that  country  can  Buccessfally  meet  the  French  invading  force, 
aided  by  factionists  at  home,  and  any  action  at  present  in  that  direction  oy  the 
United  States  wonld  be  sure  to  embroil  us  with  France.  We  cannot,  under 
existing  cbcnmstances,  afford  a  war  with  France  for  the  quixotic  purpose  of 
helping  Mexico.  "Suffident  nnto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof." 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secrelary  of  Slate,  tfc.,  Ifc.,  ifc. 


Mr.  Settard  to  Mr.  Dayton. 

No.  .525]  Dkpartmbxt  op  State, 

Wathington,  April  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  March  25,  No.  442,  which  informs  me 
of  the  completion  of  the  loan  to  the  Grand  Duke  Maximilian,  and  of  his  antici- 
pated enibarcation  for  Mexico.  In  order  that  you  may  understand  the  condition 
of  affiurs  in  that  country,  as  fully  as  they  are  understood  here,  I  have  given  you 
a  copy  of  a  communication  which  has  lately  been  received  from  our  constd  at 
Matamoras. 

I  give  you  also,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  note  which  has  been  received 
from  Ur.  Geofroy  on  the  subject  of  the  protection  which  was  extended  to  the 
consul  at  that  place  by  Major  General  Herron,  and  of  my  answer  to  that  paper. 
This  correspondence  embraces  some  other  inddentsl  subjects.  It  is  proper  to 
say  that  Mr.  Geofroy  propones  to  communicate  to  me  a  statement  of  another 
distinct  subject  of  compUiut,  in  i^ard  to  proceedings  on  the  frontier,  under 
instmctione  from  Mr.  Bronya  de  Lhuys,  aud  that  I  have  engaged  to  bestow 
due  consideration  upon  it. 

I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  resolution  which  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  4th  instant,  oy  a  unanimous  vote,  and  which  declares  the  opposition  of 
that  l>ody  to  a  recognition  of  a  monarchy  in  Mexico.  Mr.  Geo&oy  has  lost  no 
time  in  asking  for  an  explanation  of  this  proceeding. 

It  is  hardly  neceasary,  after  what  I  have  heretofore  written  with  perfect  can- 
dor for  the  information  of  France,  to  say  that  this  resolotion  truly  interprets  the 
nnanimons  sentiment  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  Mexico. 
It  is,  however,  another  and  distinct  question,  whether  the  United  States  would 
think  it  necessary  or  proper  to  express  themselves  in  the  form  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  this  time.    This  is  a  practical  and  purely  executive 
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qseetioQ,  and  the  deciBiou  of  it  couB^tntionaUy  belongs,  not  to  tbe  Uodm  d 
itepreaentalareB,  nor  even  to  CoDgresB,  but  to  tbe  President  of  the  Daited 
States.  Yon  will,  of  coarse,  take  notice  that  the  declaration  made  by  the  Hook 
of  Representatives  is  in  the  form  of  a  joint  reaolntioii,  which,  before  it  caa  ic- 
quire  the  character  of  a  legislative  act,  must  receive  first  the  cancnrraice  of  the 
Senate,  and,  secondly,  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States;  or,  in 
case  of  his  dissent,  the  renewed  asseat  of  both  hoases  of  Congress,  to  be  ex- 
pressed by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  each  body.  While  the  Preeident  receivet 
the  declaration  of  tne  Honse  of  Representatives  with  the  profi)niid  respect  to 
which  it  ia  entitled,  as  an  expression  of  its  sentimenta  npon  a  grave  and  in- 

Sortant  subject,  he  directs  that  you  inform  the  government  of  France  that  he 
oes  not  at  present  contemplate  any  departnre  firom  the  policy  which  this  garsn- 
ment  has  hitherto  pursaed  in  regard  to  the  war  whii^  exists  between  Fiaoa 
and  Mexico.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  proceeding  of  the  Hodh 
of  Representatives  was  adopted  npon  sn^estions  arising  within  itself,  aod  do: 
upon  any  commnnication  of  the  executive  department,  and  that  the  Firatli 
government  wonld  be  seasonably  apprised  of  any  change  of  policy  upon  tbi) 
subject  which  tbe  President  might  at  any  fatnre  time  think  it  proper  to  adopt. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
William  L.  Davto\,  Esq.,  i/e.,  ^.,  ^. 

Accompaniments : 

Ur.  Geofrov  to  Ur.  Seward,  April  3,  1864. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Geofroy,  April  6,  1864. 

Resolntions  of  House  of  lUpresentaliveB,  April  4, 1864. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigehie.     . 

No.  43.]  Department  of  State, 

WatUnglon,  February  13,  IS«S. 

Sib  :  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  despatch,  and  of  its  accompaniments,  of  the  2'Jd 
of  November  last,  addressed  to  this  department  by  F.  B.  Elmer,  esq.,  United 
States  consul  at  La  Paz,  in  Mexico,  relative  to  the  removal  of  powder  from  (be 
United  States  schooner  William  L.  Richardson,  while  on  a  voyage  &oni  Sib 
Francisco  to  tbe  mouth  of  the  Colorado  river,  by  tbe  commander  of  tbe  Pnwh 
war  steamer  DIamant.  The  powder  referred  to  is  shown  by  tbe  papers  to  bin 
been  consigned  to  Paul  Heller,  at  Tucson,  iu  Arizona  Territory,  and  is  all^i 
to  hare  been  intended  for  mining  purposes  in  that  Territory. 

The  belligerent  right  of  the  French  to  prevent  contraband  of  war  from  leMh- 
ing  Mexican  territory  during  the  existence  of  hostilities  in  that  country  may  be 
conceded.  That  right,  however,  cannot  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  peifeel  hte 
trade  in  all  commodities  between  ports  of  the  United  States.  You  will  codm- 
qoently  present  this  case  to  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lbnys,  and  in  yonr  note  upon  i1k 
subject  you  will  say  that,  if  the  facts  should,  npon  investigation,  torn  oat  to  be 
as  set  forth  iu  the  papers,  the  value  of  tbe  powder,  and  snch  other  repantioii 
as  the  case  may  call  for,  will  be  expected  by  this  government. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD- 

JoHX  BiG&Low,  Esq.,  ifc.,  Ifc.,  Ifc. 

DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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[Enclo«nre  No.  1. — Eitisct.] 

Mr.  Elmer  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  8.J  United  States  Consulate, 

La  Pas,  Mexico,  November  22,  1864. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  traasmit  the  affidavit  of  (rsoTge  Goodrum> 
master  of  the  ecbooaer  William  L.  Richardson,  of  San  Francisco,  concemiog 
vhat  I  beg  leave  to  express  the  hope  that  the  government  will  decide  to  have 
been  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  neatrala,  aiid  a  case  where  ample  reparation 
moat  be  demanded. 

I  have  satisfied  myself,  after  a  careful  inqniry,  that  the  powder  waa  not  to  be 
landed  npon  the  Mexican  coaatt  and  was  shipped  in  good  fiiith  for  a  person 
living  at  Taceon,  Arizona  Territory, 

Should  any  other  teetimoQV  than  that  contained  in  the  accompanying  affida- 
vit be  required,  I  shall  be  able  to  forward  it,  as  I  have  corroboratii^  evidence 
on  file,  to  be  forwarded  if  called  for. 

I  hare  retained  a  copy  of  the  bill  of  lading,  from  which  I  extract  the  follow- 
ing as  pertinent:  "Shipped  in  good  order  and  condition,  by  J.  Underbill  &: 
Company,  on  board  the  schooner  called  the  William  L.  Richardson,  whereof 
George  Goodrnm  is  master,  now  lying  in  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  and  bound 
for  the  anchorage  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colorado  river,  to  say,  one  hundred  hags 
povder,  marked  and  numbered  as  in  the  margin,  to  wit :  'M.  A.  D.,  care  J. 
Oapron,  Tucson,  A.  T.'     Freight  on  same,  fifly  dollars." 

I  also  examined  the  manifest,  and  found  the  entry  aa  stated  in  Ur.  Oood- 
mm's  affidavit.  The  powder  was  entered  as  such  and  consigned  in  the  manner 
stated. 

I  alfo  transmit  an  exact  copy  of  the  certificate  given  by  the  Frenchman  in 
his  own  language;  also  a  translated  copy. 


Very  respectfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Hun.  William  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,   fVathington  City. 


F.  B.  ELMER,  Contul. 


[EDcloEDre  No.  2.] 
Depotitio*  of  George  Goodrvm. 

CONaULATE    OF   THE    UNITED    StATKS   OF  AMEUICA, 

La   Paz,  Mexico,  Noeemier  2,  1864. 

On  this  second  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1864,  before  me,  the  undersigned, 
consul  of  Che  United  States  of  America  for  La  Faz  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  there  personally  appeared  George  Goodrum,  master  of  the  American 
schooner  William  L.  Bicbarason,  and  made  oath  in  due  form  of  law  that  the 
following  is  a  true  and  faithful  transcript  of  the  entries  in  the  log-book  of  said 
Teasel  for  the  period  embraced  therein ;  that  they  were  written  by  his  first  offi- 
cer, at  his  dictation  and  onder  his  obeervadon,  and  that  the  same  is  a  true  and 
fiuthfol  record  of  the  proceedings  occnrring  as  therein  detailed. 

The  following  is  the  transcript: 

"October  30,  at  1.30  p.  m.,  on  entering  the  bay  of  La  Paz,  we  were  fired 
upon  by  the  French  war  steamer  Diamant.  We  hove  our  TOBsel  to  and  set  our 
colors,  when  an  officer  from  the  steamer  came  on  board  and  demanded  our  papers, 
which  were  shown  to  him  by  Captain  Goodrum.  The  officer  looked  at  them 
for  a  short  time,  and  then  said  he  wonld  take  them  on  board  his  own  vessel. 
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Captain  Goodnim  told  bim  he  could  not  let  his  papers  go,  and  proteated  aguiut 
his  taking  them.  The  officer  said  it  vas  all  right,  and  ret^ned  them.  He  then 
ordered  as  to  take  in  sail,  and  said  he  wonid  take  us  in  tov.  The  officer  then 
went  on  hoard  his  own  Teseel  and  eteered  for  Fichilq^ae  island,  abont  eigfal 
miles  from  La  Paz  and  within  the  bay,  where  he  came  to  anchor  and  ordend 
iiH  to  do  the  same,  which  order  we  were  compelled  to  comply  with. 

"  Tho  officer  then  returned  on  hoard  our  vessel  with  the  papers  and  demanded 
the  one  hundred  kegs  of  hlaeting  powder  that  were  down  on  the  coasting  muji- 
feet  and  cleared  from  San  FranciBco  for  the  Colorado  river.  The  officer  inuoe- 
diately  ecnt  hie  men  into  the  hold  and  took  ont  the  powder,  against  which  Captaia 
Goodmm  protested.  The  officer  then  took  the  powder  from  our  Teasel  to  hi; 
own,  and  sent  word  that  we  might  go  on  to  La  Paz. 

"Before  leaving,  the  officer  gave  the  captain  two  certificates — one  in  Freatl 
nnd  the  other  English,  the  latter  reading  as  follows : 

"  '  Bay  of  La  Paz,  October  30,  1864. 
"  'This  is  to  certify  that  the  one  hnndrcd  kegs  of  powder  shipped  in  Su 
Francieco,  on  the  schooner  Win.  L.  Richardson,  to  be  delivered  to  Paul  HeUer. 
at  Fort  Yuma,  Colorado  river,  is  on  this  day  taken  from  the  vessel  by  the  officer 
in  command  of  the  French  war  steamer  Diamant,  and  confiscated  as  contiabud 
of  war,  and  against  the  protest  of  the  captaiD.  (reoivG  Goodmm. 

■"A.  DE  LA  COUVE, 
" '  //  Officer  de  Strnce.'  " 

And  further  saye  that  the  Wm.  L.  Richardeon  was  detained  by  the  FiencL 
steamer  some  twenty-two  hours,  besides  being  delayed  two  days  more  in  conae- 
quencc  thereof;  that  the  Diamant  remained  off  the  harbor  of  La  Paz  till  the 
morning  of  the  first  of  November,  and  then  left. 

And  further  makes  oath  and  says  that  said  powder  was  placed  on  board  hi 
Teasel,  as  be  believes,  in  good  faith,  and  that  it  was  hia  intention,  in  accordisce 
with  his  instmctiona  and  bill  of  lading,  to  deliver  the  same  on  board  the  ateuD- 
boat  Esmeralda,  in  the  Colorado  river,  some  miles  above  its  month,  to  be  oin- 
veyed  thence  to  the  conaignee  thereof,  Paul  HeUer,  at  Tucson,  within  lb( 
Territory  of  Arizona ;  that  the  Wm.  L.  Richardson  is  one  of  a  line  of  veuelj 
contracted  for  by  Messrs.  Wadawortb  &  Son,  of  Alta  California,  to  nm  betmai 
the  ports  of  San  Francisco,  La  Paz,  Baje,  California,  and  the  station  within  the 
Rio  Colorado,  near  its  mouth,  whence  pasaengers  and  freight  for  the  Territoriea 
of  Arizona  and  New  Uezico  are  conveyed  as  aforestud,  by  the  steamboat  Esme- 
ralda, to  Fort  Yuma,  and  to  points  beyond ;  that  at  the  time  the  gun  was  fired 
OE  board  the  French  man-of-war,  he  was  entering  the  port  of  La  Paz  to  discbsige 
some  ninetv  tons  of  freight  before  proceeding  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colorado  to 
discharge  tne  remainder  of  his  cargo,  and  was  wholly  innocent  of  any  design  to 
infringe,  or  to  permit  any  other,  through  his  agency,  to  infringe  any  belligerent 
regulations,  ana  that  no  blockade  of  the  harbor  of  La  Paz  existed  withia  hii 
knowledge,  nor  bad  any  notice  ever  been  given  that  such  a  thing  was  conlem- 
plated. 

He  further  says  that  the  said  powder  was  entered  as  such  in  tbe  usual  and 
proper  manner  upon  the  Colorado  river  manifest. 

GEORGE  GOODRUM. 

Snbscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  the  date  above  written. 

F.  B.  ELMER,  V.  S.  Om*ti. 

United  States  Consulate, 

La  Paz.  November  30,  1364. 
I,  the  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  La  Pai,  &c 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  forgoing  declaration  and  affidavit  are  true  aod  fiuthfiil 
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copies  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  consulate,  the  santD  having  been  coFefnlly 
examined  hj  me,  and  compared  with  said  original,  and  fonnd  to  agree  therewith, 
word  for  word  and  figfore  ibr  figure. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  conenlate  at  La  Paz,  the  day  and  year 
aboTB  written. 

[sBAL-l  F.  B.  ELMER,  U.  S.  Coni«l. 


[Enclosure  No.  3.— Translation  of  No.  2.] 

Port  of  La  Paz,  Mexico,  October  30,  1864. 
I  declare  having  eeized  on  board  the  schooner  W.  Richardson,  Captain  Geoi^o 
Goodrum,  one  hnndred  barrels  of  powder,  against  protest  of  the  said  captain. 
A.  DE  LA  COUVE, 

77te  o^er  on  terrke. 

U.MTEO  States  Consulate, 

La  Paz,  November  22,  1864. 
I,  the  undersigned,  consul  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  La  Paz,  &.c., 
do  hereby  certiiy  that  the  above  declaration  is  a  true  and  faithful  copy  of  the 
original  filed  in  this  office,  the  same  having  been  compared  by  me  and  foand  to 
agree  therewith,  word  for  word  and  fignre  for  figure. 

[SEAL.]  F.  B.  ELMER,  U.  S.  Consul. 


Mr.  Bigtlote  to  Mr.  f-etcard. 

No.  49.J  Leuatiox  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  March  10,  1865. 
SiK  :  Referring  to  yonr  despatch  No.  43,  relative  to  the  removal  of  one  hun- 
dred barrels  of  blasting  powder  from  the  United  States  schooner  William  L. 
Richardson,  at  La  Foz,  by  the  commander  of  a  French  veseelof  war,  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  on  the  subject,  which  I  placed  in  the 
hands  of  hia  excellency  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  to-day.  As  the  state- 
ment of  Captain  Goodwin  is  on  the  files  of  the  State  Department,  I  omit  it  here. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yonr  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Bige/ote  to  Mr.  Drouyit  de  Lhuyt. 

Lboation  op  the  United  States, 

Pari*,  March  9,  1865. 

Sir  :  It  appears  from  information  which  has  reached  my  government  from  F. 
B.  Elmer,  United  States  consul  at  La  Paz,  in  Mexico,  that  the  United  States 
schooner  William  L.  Richardson  was  arrested  on  her  voyage  from  San  Francisco 
to  the  month  of  the  Colorado  river  on  the  30th  of  October  last,  and  one  hundred 
kegs  of  blasting  powder  taken  from  her  hold,  by  the  commander  of  the  French 
war  steamer  Diamant,  under  circumstances  which,  if  correctly  reported  to  US, 
cannot,  I  am  perenaded,  receive  the  approval  of  the  Emperor'sKorenimeot 

The  powder  is  represented  to  hare  oeen  consigned  to  FaulHiIlen,atTucBon( 
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in  Arizona  Terrilo^,  for  mining  puiposeB.  It  wiu  on  board  a  vessel  belonging 
to  a  line  contracted  for  to  ply  between  San  Francisco,  La  Paz,  Bsjir,  and  tbe 
station  near  the  month  of  the  Rio  Oolorado,  whence  passengers  and  freight  m 
embarked  for  Fort  Ynma  and  points  beyond  in  the  Territory  of  Arizona. 

The  facts,  as  nnderetood  by  my  government,  arc  folly  set  forth  in  the  ajmexed 
statement,  made  and  sworn  to  by  Gapt^n  Goodwin,  the  master  of  the  William 
L.  Bicharidaon,  before  the  United  States  conanl  at  La  Paz,  on  the  2d  day  of 
November  last. 

While  the  United  Slates  government  is  not  disposed  to  contest  the  belligereiit 
right  of  France  to  prevent  contraband  of  war  from  reaching  Mexico  daring  the 
existing  hostilities, .  it  assomes  that  the  Emperor's  government  will  be  eqniUy 
indispofled  to  interfere  with  perfect  free  trade  in  dl  commodities  between  the 
several  ports  of  the  United  States. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  reqnest  your  excellency  to  inform  me  whether  the  Em- 
peror's government  is  in  possession  of  any  information  conflicting  with  the  Btate- 
ment  of  Captain  Goodwin  which  would  invalidate  a  claim  by  onr  govemmenE 
on  his  behalf  for  indemnity  for  the  value  of  the  powder  taken  from  his  ship  and 
for  her  detention  at  La  Paz. 

I  beg  to  renew  to  yonr  excellency  the  aesnrance  of  the  very  distingaiebed 
consideration  witb  which  I  have  tbe  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  very  obedient 
and  very  hamble  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

His  Excellent^  Mr.  Drouyn  db  Lhuvs, 

MiMi$ter  ^Foreign  Affair*,  Farit. 


Mr.  Bigelow  to  Mr.  Seward. 


No.  62.1  LbqATION   of  TH8  U.MTBD    STATES, 

Faru,  March  17. 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  but  a  few  minutea  leil  before  the  closing  of  tbe  mail  to  give  yon 
the  resnlt  of  a  conversation  which  I  held  this  aflemoon  with  Hr.  Dionp  de 
LhnyB  upon  topics  which  have  formed  a  feature  in  several  of  yonr  recent 
despatches. 

When  onr  convereation,  of  which,  I  think,  I  have  given  the  spirit,  hid 
reached  this  point,  I  mentioned  tbat  I  had  just  received  a  despatch  from  yon, 
which  treats  upon  some  of  tbe  points  referred  to  in  onr  conversation,  ud, 
thoogh  not  instructed  to  do  so,  I  was  at  liberty  to  read  it,  and  felt  dispoaed  to 
do  ao  if  his  excellency  was  interested  to  bear  it  Ho  sud,  of  conise,  that  he 
would  be  very  glad  to  hear  anything  from  you,  and  I  proceeded  to  read  yonr 
despatch  of  the  37th  Febmary. 

I  may  here  mention,  parenthetically,  that  in  the  progress  of  onr  convena^D< 
and  in  reply  to  his  reproaches  against  the  irritating  tone  and  imputations  of  anr 
press  and  public  men,  I  said  Uiat  with  us  everybody's  most  idle  tbongfat  ani 
casnal  impression  might  find  expreaaion  in  one  way  or  another  through  te 
press ;  but  I  ventured  to  affirm  that  hia  excellency  bad  no  complainta  to  mike 
of  the  government  proper.  "  No,"  he  replied, "  our  relations  with  yonr  govern- 
ment have  been  verr  veil.  Mr.  Seward  has  always  been  very  amiable  and 
con«derate."    Bat  he  went  on  to  deprecate  the  possible  coDieqnoiees  of  a 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIB8   IN  MEXICO.  603 

pnblie  sentimeDt  ao  prompt  as  that  ihadoved  forUi  by  the  press  of  the  United 
States  to  seize  apon  and  miscontnie  the  mativea  of  the  Emperor's  government. 
♦  »*••** 

I  am,  eir,  with  great  respect,  ^oar  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 
Hon.  William  H.  Bbwaru, 

Secretary  of  State,  !(e.,  !^.,  tfc. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigeloa. 

No,  84.]  Department  of  State, 

Wathington,  March  %T,  1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  10th  instant. 
No.  49,  relative  to  the  action  of  the  commaoder  of  the  French  war  steamer 
Diamant  in  removiDg  a  qoanti^  of  blBStdne  powder  from  the  Utiited  States 
schooner  Wm.  L.  Bichardson,  at  La  Paz.  Your  proc«edings  therein  mentioned 
are  approved  by  this  department. 

I  am,  sir,  youi  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
JoHK  BlOELOw,  Esq.,  Ife^  tfc.,  Ifc. 


No.  219, 
Mr.  Seteard  to  Mr.  Bigelour. 

No,  96.]  Department  op  State, 

WathatgtoH,  March  30,  1865. 
Sis  :  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  despatch  of  the  23d  ultimo.  No.  57,  addressed  to 
me  by  H.  D.  L.  Lane,  esq.,  the  consnl  of  the  United  States  at  Vera   Cruz, 

S'ving  a  statement  of  the  circumstanceB  connected  with  a  collision  between  the 
nited  States  merchant  schooner  Three  Sisters  and  the  French  transport  ship 
Alhir,  near  Gape  San  Antonio. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  imperial  government  to  the 
case  thus  presented,  with  a  view  to  such  indemnification  for  the  losses  entailed 
apon  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  concerned  in  the  vessel  and  caigo,  and 
each  redress  for  the  treatment  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner,  as  upon 
investintioD  may  be  found  to  be  justly  due. 
I  am,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bioblow,  Eeq.,  ^c,  Ifc.,  tfc. 

Mr.  Lane  to  Mr.  Stieard. 
No.  67.]  Consulate  op  the  United  States  op  America, 

Vera  Cruz,  February  23,  18C5, 
Sib  :  I  have  to  inform  the  department  that  the  American  schooner  Three 
Sisters,  of  Key  West,  Florida,  Wuliam  Lowe  master,  was  towed  into  this  port 
on  the  fbnrtb  instant  under  the  following  <^nnistancee  : 

On  the  29th  of  last  month,  about  huf  past  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  while  near  Gape 
San  Antonio,  the  sdd  schooner  was  run  into  hy  the  French  transport  ship  Alhir 
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and  very  badly  damaged.  Five  of  the  creir,  believiag  the  schooner  Bioking. 
went  on  board  the  Alhir.  As  Boon  as  it  was  found  the  schoonet  did  not  sink. 
they  started  to  retnm  to  her,  bnt  were  arrested  by  the  commander  of  the  tnuts- 
port,  Uona.  Cnisnier  Delisle,  and  one  of  them  pat  in  doable  iron«.  The  com- 
mander then  sent  to  the  schooner  and  took  from  her  the  only  remaining  seamen. 
leaving  on  board  the  muter  and  a  passenger  to  steer  and  pnmp  her,  as  she  vas 
making  water  fast.  The  day  before  their  arrival  in  this  port  the  passenger  was 
taken  from  the  schooner ;  but  on  the  4tli  instant,  jost  before  entering  the  harbor, 
they  were  all  returned  to  the  schooner.  After  several  hours'  detention  in  the 
harbor  by  the  commander  of  the  transport,  becanse  the  master  would  not  eigit  a 
paper  releasing  the  French  commander  from  all  liability  resulting  from  the  colli- 
sion, ho  was  permitted  to  land.  He  depoeited  the  register  and  the  crew-list  in  the 
consulate.  The  master  and  the  crew  reside  at  Key  West.  After  hearing  thar 
statement,  I  addressed  a  note  to  Mons.  Jules  Doazan,  French  consul  at  this 
port,  repeating  the  story  of  the  master  as  substantiated  by  his  crew,  and  asked 
nis  early  attention  to  the  case,  as,  under  the  circumstances,  I  should  be  obliged 
to  hold  the  French  government  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  commando'  of 
the  transport,  and  for  whatever  loss  might  be  sustained  by  the  collision  and  by 
the  imprisonment  of  the  crew.  I  received  no  reply  to  this  note.  On  the  9th  I 
called  a  survey  on  the  schooner  by  three  masters  of  vessels,  who  condanned 
the  schooner  as  entirely  unseaworthy,  and  estimated  the  cost  of  repairs  at  98,000. 
The  master  entered  his  protest,  a  copy  of  which  I  sent  to  the  French  conanl, 
with  a  note  repeating  the  former  notice.  No  ofier  of  aid  or  remunention  has 
been  made  to  the  master  or  crew  since  their  arrival,  and  no  notice  whatever 
taken  of  the  cose.  The  master  and  crew  agree  in  saying  they  hailed  the  trans- 
port three  times  before  the  collision ;  that  tneir  lights  were  set,  and  must  hare 
been  plainly  seen  by  the  transport;  that  when  a  change  was  made  by  the 
schooner  in  her  course,  in  order  to  avoid  the  collision,  a  corresponding  change 
was  made  by  the  transport.  They  all  say  they  believe  it  was  pniposely  done : 
and  from  the  course  pursued  by  the  authorities  since  the  arrival  here,  I  believe 
so,  too. 

The  crew  came  on  the  conaulate  for  support,  bnt  as  Captain  Lowe  had  provi- 
sion on  the  schooner,  I  made  an  agreement  for  them  to  stay  on  board  tdl  the 
Idth  instant  without  any  expense  to  the  consulate,  when  I  placed  them  on  board 
the  British  bark  James  Welsh,  bound  for  New  York,  Uoster  W.  Megill,  who 
agrees  to  land  the  crew  at  or  near  Key  West,  paying  him  S20  for  each  man  in 
gold.  I  agreed,  if  he  did  not  stop  at  Key  West  to  obtain  the  usual  indorsement 
of  the  collector,  that  the  certificate  of  the  crew  that  he  had  performed  his  part 
of  the  contract  satisfactorily  would  be  sufficient.  It  is  not  in  accordance  with 
the  regulations,  but  I  could  do  no  better.  There  was  no  American  vessel  in 
port,  and  no  other  bound  in  the  direction  of  Key  West.  I  thought  it  the  moat 
economical  way  to  dispose  of  the  crew,  who  suggested  this  way  of  getting  home, 
and  I  solicit  the  speedy  payment  of  the  sum  on  presentation  of  the  nsoal  certiJ- 
cate.  It  is  very  difficult  to  get  masters  of  vessels  to  take  seamen  home,  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulty  they  nave  in  getting  the  pay  from  the  department  1 
hope  this  will  prove  an  exception  to  the  usual  rule. 

The  names  of  the  seamen  on  board  the  schooner  are  Joseph  Acosbee,  William 
Lowe,  jr.,  Frank.  Whittakei,  Robert  Matthews,  Anthonie  Sape,  George  Randall 
all  of  Key  West.  The  master.  Captain  Lowe,  is  still  here.  He  was  sole  owner 
of  the  schooner.  As  there  was  no  insurance  on  her  the  loss  falls  heavily  on  him. 
I  did  the  best  I  knew  in  the  case.  If  there  is  anything  more  to  do  in  the 
premises,  I  await  instructions  from  the  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  L.  LANE,  U.  S.  Omtid. 

Hon.  WiLUAM  H.  Sbwabd, 

Secretary  of  State,  WatAington,  D.C.  /-  i 

DiqilizecoyCjOOQle 
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Mr.  Bigeloto  to  Mr.  Seieard, 

[Two  enclosures.] 

No.  75.]  Legation  of  the  Umted  States, 

Farit,  April  17,  1865. 

Sib  :  J^he  "Corps  Legialatif  "  have  finally  disposed  of  the  amendments  pro- 
posed to  the  address  from  the  Throne  which  related  specially  to  America.  The 
on«  deploring  the  blood  shed  for  a  foreign  prince  in  Mexico  provoked  a  lengthy 
and  somewhat  angry  debate,  though  the  opposition  was  confined  ezclnsirely, 
I  believe,  to  the  repnblicEm  wing  of  the  asaembly,  neither  Berryer  nor  Thiers 
speaking  or  voting.  Out  of  two  hundred  and  forty-one  votes,  but  sixteen  voted 
for  the  amendment.  No  difieient  resDlt  was  to  have  been  anticipated,  as  the 
Mexican  policy  of  the  government  stands  more  in  need  than  any  other,  at  thc- 
present  moment,  of  the  unqualified  support  of  the  Chambers.  A  report  of  this 
debate  translated  li^m  the  Moniteur  w21  he  fonnd  enclosed. 

The  speeches  of  JUesBrs.  Oorta  and  Bouher  show  what  view  the  government 
wishes  utoold  be  taken  of  its  efibrta  thus  far  to  found  a  European  dynasty  in 
Mexico.  It  will  be  seen  that  these  gentlemen  have  made  the  most  of  the  con- 
ciliatory tone  token  by  your  repiesental^veB  abroad  in  reference  to  the  future  of 
the  President's  policy  toward  foreign  states  in  the  western  hemisphere. 

The  other  amendment,  tendering  sympathies  and  thanks  to  the  United  States 
for  their  efforts  in  behalf  of  civil  liberty,  was  not  debated.  M.  Pelletan  made  o 
abort  speech,  but  the  news  of  Lee'a  flight,  and  the  evacnation  of  Fetereburg 
and  Bichmond,  had  reached  the  house  only  a  few  moments  before  he  began,  and 
the  members  were  not  in  the  hnmor  at  that  moment,  as  you  may  suppose,  to 
have  the  relations  of  France  with  the  United  States  made  the  subject  of  a  general 
discussion.  The  majority,  at  least,  required  time  to  take  counsel  before  defining 
their  position  upon  questions  which  the  news  of  the  day  rendered  more  delicate 
than  ever.  M.  Pelletan,  who,  I  was  told,  had  intended  to  enter  at  cousiderable 
length  into  our  aSairs,  fonnd  in  the  events  reported  by  telegraph  logic  more 
conclusive  than  any  he  had  to  offer,  and  bo  contented  himself  with  a  brief  am- 
plification of  the  amendment.  After  a  thrilling  allusion  to  the  news,  he  asked 
tfae  Chamber  to  send  its  felicitations  across  the  Atlantic. 

A  report  of  M.  Pelletan's  speech,  translated  from  the  Moniteur,  is  also  enclosed. 
The  amendment  received  twenty-four  votes,  eight  more  than  were  given  for  thf 
Mexican  amendment. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yont  very  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BIGELOW. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwasd, 

Seerelary  of  State,  tfc.,  ifc.,  ifc. 


rEDclomueNo.  ].] 
CORPS  LEGISLATIF  OF  FRANCE- SESSION  OF  THE  lOTH  APRIL,  1865. 

PKB8IDBMCY  OF  M.  8CHNEIDBB,  VICB-PBBSIDBNT. 

Debate  on  the  amendment  to  the  addrett  about  Mexico. — ( Trantlafed  from  ike 
Moniteur,  April  U,  1865.} 
President  ScHNBiDBB  :  There  were  two  amendments  on  paragraph  sixteen. 
The  modifications  demanded  for  the  first  amendment  having  been  obtained,  it 
requires  no  further  notice  from  us ;  the  second  remains  for  consideration.  It  is 
presented  by  Messrs.  Betliment,  Jules  Favre,  and  others,  and  is  thus  expressed  : 
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"  la  Mexico  we  more  than  ever  deplore  the  blood  abed  for  a  foreign  prince,  the 
national  sovereignty  unrecognized,  and  our  fiitnre  policy  badly  entangled,  fnuU 
tngage.)  In  conformity  with  the  declaratione  of  the  government  we  await  the 
recall  of  onr  troops."     M.  Jnlee  Favre  has  the  floor  for  the  development  of  tbii 


Gentlemen,  said  he.  I  am  almost  abashed  at  riaing  to  speak  again.  [Speak ! 
speak  11 

We  demand  by  onr  amendment  that  oar  troops  shall  be  immediately  reoalled. 
In  the  Bolation  of  this  question  the  conntry  is  deeply  interested.  I  wai^  aa  in- 
opportune all  discussion  upon  the  origin  of  the  war  of  Uexico,  and  I  take  the 
facts  of  the  case  as  they  present  themselves  at  this  moment. 

The  emperor  Mexiinilian  has  founded  in  Mexico  an  offioal  empire.  I  e«nt- 
ostly  desire  that  the  condition  of  the  conntry  may  permit  of  a  complete  padfi- 
calJon,  and  that  a  government  may  there  develop  the  trae  elements  of  staltili^ 
and  greatness  ;  but  I  do  not  desire  that  France  sbonld  contribute  to  this  wmfc, 
nor  uiat  she  should  lavish  her  arms  and  her  wealth  to  sustain  a  foreign  power 
that  ought  to  stand  by  its  own  proper  strength. 

If  we  are  to  believe  the  articles  of  the  Monitenr,  the  emperor  of  Mexico  his 
been  received  with  nniversal  enthusiasm ;  the  whole  population  hiuled  him  ai  a 
savionr.  AiAong  the  disaffected  there  were  none  but  brigands  and  anarchists, 
who,  thank  God !  were  there,  as  elsewhere,  in  a  very  small  minority. 

Thns  everything  is  going  on  well,  if  we  judge  from  the  offidal  docnmenli. 
True,  we  have  not  the  power  to  consult  other  statements ;  and,  iTwainupJt  u 
nothing  relating  to  this  qnestion  has  been  laid  before  the  Chamber,  I  oonsida 
that  it  has  been  treated  with  disrespect.  Why  this  silence  ?  All  political  doe- 
nmenta  are  onr  common  property. 

It  is  impossible  not  to  remark,  that  by  the  side  of  these  official  declamtioas 
we  have  others  which  contradict  them,  and  which  affirm  that  the  conntry  has 
never  ceased  to  be  in  a  state  of  war. 

The  first  fact  that  strikes  us  is,  that  the  emperor  Maximilian,  ever  since  he 
touched  the  soil  of  Mexico,  has  found  it  impossible  to  conform  to  the  pn^ramw 
he  traced  out  for  himself.  You  have  no^  forgotten  the  declaration  of  MsxinuBaa 
at  Miramar,  when  he  replied  to  the  deputation  which  came  to  ofi^  him  the 
crown,  that  he  accepted  it,  bnt  only  opon  the  condition  that  he  held  it  by  die 
will  of  the  whole  nation.  This  declaration  was  also  made  by  the  French  gov- 
ernment. In  reference  to  this  the  minister  of  foreign  a&ira,  who  was  the  in- 
terpreter of  the  imperial  letter  of  Jnly  3,  186S,  wrote  on  tbe  17tb  of  Angost, 
18G3  :  "  The  government  will  submit  to  the  Mexican  people  the  questim  of  the 
political  regime,  which  is  to  be  definitely  established." 

Upon  such  promises  Maximilian  departed  ;  and  such  are  the  conditions  en- 
joined upon  him  by  France.  These  conditions  are  succinctly  insisted  on  by  the 
despatch  of  17th  of  August,  1863.  The  orator  read  an  extract  from  this  de- 
Bpatch  which  set  forth  the  manner  in  which  the  Mexican  people  shonld  be  called 
to  give  their  verdict,  so  that  there  might  be  no  shadow  of  a  doubt  as  to  the  ex- 
pression of  the  will  of  the  nation. 

Nowhere,  continued  tbe  orator,  could  we  find  more  reasonable  words,  bat 
they  seem  to  be  dictated  by  honorable  and  very  singular  illusions,  since  (he 
minister  who  wrote  them  supposed  that  no  sooner  should  the  emperor  MnTtmi- 
lian  arrive  at  Mexico  than  he  wonld  be  greeted  by  a  submissiTe  and  sympathetic 
nation,  and  that  there  was  notliing  to  do  but  to  apply  to  the  rural  magistrates 
fgardet  ehampllra)  tu  insure  the  elections.  [Noise.] 

Unhappily  this  was  not  the  case,  and  it  will  ho  interesting  to  place,  not  the 
entire  truth,  since  we  are  not  able  to  get  at  that,  but  a  few  ^gntea  alongside  of 
the  letter  which  states  the  indispensable  conditions  for  tbe  establishment  of  the 
new  government. 

The  hoDorahlu  member  read  a  document  from  which  it  appewed  tha^  dnring 
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the  year  1864,  there  were  8,070  men  put  kort  de  combat,  1,G01  of  whom  were 
killed  ;  179  cannon  had  been  taken  \>j  the  French,  aa  also  2,630  maskete  and 
1,400  borsee.  Such,  gentlemen,  was,  in  1864,  the  state  of  a  coantry  that  they 
called,  and  still  continne  to  calli  pacified.  I  will  not  preeent  to  the  Chamber 
the  BorrowM  episodes,  the  deeds  of  arms  in  which  French  blood  bo  freely  Sowed, 
the  treachery  of  certtun  Mesdcans  who,  after  having  betrayed  their  couitry,  be- 
trayed the  Frenchmen  of  their  party,  barely  abandoning  them,  and  delireriDg 
them  into  the  hands  of  their  countrymen. 

These  &ctB  prove  that  Mexico  is  sUlliaa  state  of  war;  and  this  is  yet  further 
proved  by  the  sie^  of  Oajaco,  where  Jlarshal  Bazaine  has  been  obliged  to  go, 
which  has  been  attended  by  mach  sacrifice,  and  has  ended  in  the  taking  of 
some  thonsands  of  men.  I  ask  the  government  if  it  desires  such  a  poeition  of 
afikirs  to  continue,  if  it  intends  to  prolong  such  expeditions  ;  for  not  only  have 
WB  gone  to  Monterey,  but  I  believe  I  speak  the  truth  when  I  say  that  prepara- 
tions are  now  making  for  an  expedition  into  Sonera. 

Now,  whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  province  knows  that  there  are  difficol- 
ties  there  which,  if  not  inenrmountable  for  our  ceurageoae  soldiers,  are,  at  least, 
very  terrible  for  them.  What  husioeaa  have  we  to  put  ourselves  in  such  a 
sitnatioQ }  Is  that  wh^  we  have  been  promised  1  Should  not  the  emperor 
Maximilian,  once  placed  upon  the  throne,  be  able  to  defend  himself?  Moreover, 
what  does  all  this  mean  1 

Wq  proclaim  the  principle  of  mttionalilies  in  Germany  and  in  Italy,  and  just 
now  an  honorable  member  of  the  majority  reproached  me  for  not  having  Itud 
sufficient  stress  on  this.  And  we  wont  to  Mexico  to  establish  a  government  by 
the  Bword ;  when  it  was  established,  instead  of  recalling  our  army  we  place  our- 
selves in  the  alternative  of  a  disaster,  or  of  an  iaterminahte  war  against  the 
peoples  who  may  continually  present  themselves  upon  the  field  of  battle.  In 
fact,  not  only  do  the  documents  attest  that  Mexico  is  not  pacified,  that  the  de- 
claraUona  of  the  government  are  contrary  to  truth,  but  the  partisans  of  Maximi- 
lian acknowledge  tbat  the  present  army  is  indispensable  to  the  maintenance  of 
his  power,  and  that  it  is  even  necessary  to  augment  its  proportions. 

The  orator  read  a  fragment  of  an  article  taken  from  an  official  journal  of  Mex- 
ico, which  speaks  of  the  ill  usage  that  the  friends  of  the  new  regime  are  likely 
to  experience,  and  which  ill  osage  will  have  a  tendency  to  abate  the  devotion  of 
the  partisans  of  the  empire,  and  to  hinder  the  populations  to  co-operate  actively 
in  the  work  of  pacification.  The  writer  of  the  article  thinks  it  will  be  necessary 
to  maintain  a  i  rench  army  of  45,000  men  in  Mexico.  This,  gentlemen,  is  what 
has  been  printed  nuder  the  eyes  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  and  this  is  the 
family  coandl  which  is  indispensable  for  him  to  maintnin  himself  upon  the  throne 
and  to  enable  him  to  exercise  bis  guardianship  over  Mexico.  [DiETerent  move- 
ments.    Approbation  from  some  benches.] 

This  must  be  energetically  confuted  here.  In  the  commissions  of  supplemen- 
tary credits  last  year  it  was  said  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  should  not 
be  a  French  soldier  in  Mexico.  This  promise  has  shared  the  fate  of  niany 
others  ;  I  will  not  say  ministerial,  but  human  promises.  It  must,  however,  be 
fulfilled,  for  it  would  be  deceiving  the  Chamber  and  the  country  to  protest  that 
we  were  concentrating  around  Mexico,  while  we  were  undertaking  to  conquer 
by  armed  force  a  country  ten  times  larger  thao  Franse,  and  where  the  guerillaa, 
who  are  the  strength  of  the  nation,  and  in  whom  its  patriotism  has  taken  refuge. 
[Loud  disapprobation.] 

Hie  Excellency  M.fioimBR.minister  of  state.  Do  not  speak  of  brigandsin 
such  terms. 

H.  Gabnier  Faqbs.  They  said  also  "  brigands  of  the  Loire  in  181S." 

Mr.  Ficcio.NS.  I  ask  to  spesk  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Jl-lbs  Favkb.  We  have  the  right  to  say  that,  since  the  government  pre- 
tends that  Mexico  is  pacified,  and  that  Maximilian  is  hailed  by  ue  popolar  sym- 
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pathy.  it  shall  no  longer  maintaiu  around  bis  throne  a  force  which  might  be  so 
necesBary  to  France. 

I  conclndo  hy  calling  the  attentioa  of  all  thinking  men  who  hear  me  to  a  dtu- 
gcr  apparent  to  all,  and  whicli  ia  too  BcriouB  to  be  uighted. 

In  1862,  when  the  expedition  was  in  proceee  of  formation,  I  took  the  liberty 
of  warning  the  Chamber  of  the  dangers  and  contingencies  which  might  ante 
from  a  contest  with  the  United  States. 

It  ia  difficult  to  imagine  how  deeply  the  American  heart  bae  been  wooudedby 
our  expedition  to  Mexico.  And  may  we  not  fear  that  at  the  termination  of  a 
terrible,  a  gigantic  war,  which  has  cidled  all  men  of  action  to  the  battle-field, 
their  armiea,  disbanded  by  peace,  shoold  rnsh  into  Mexico  I  Let  oar  troops  re- 
turn, then ;  let  them  return  then  immediately.  It  is  the  desire  of  all  France,  and 
we  ask  of  yon  to  fulfil  it.     [Approbation  from  several  benches.^ 

President  Schnbider.  M.  Corta  bos  the  floor.     [Movement  of  attendoo.] 

}iT.  CoRTA.  The  Chamber  will,  I  hope,  pemut  me  to  say  a  few  words  aboat 
Mexico.  Having  been  honored  with  a  mission  to  that  country,  I  come  to  bear 
witness  of  what  I  have  seen.  I  must  premise  that  the  impressions  which  I  faring 
thence  do  not  agree  wi&  what  the  last  speaker  baa  jast  said. 

The  Hon.  M.  Jnles  Favre  declared  that  he  would  not  go  back  to  tbe  origio  of 
the  expedition,  bnt  would  confine  himself  to  existing  facts.  On  this  point  I  will 
follow  his  example. 

He  has  examined  the  situation  of  Mexico  in  regard  to  its  present  soveitign ; 
in  regard  to  its  pacification ;  in  regard  to  our  army ;  in  a  word,  in  regard  to  the 
con^ngendes  of  war  with  the  United  States.  Bmre  following  him  into  theie 
difieicnt  questions,  I  ask  the  permission  of  tbe  Chamber  to  lay  before  it  a  few 
preliminary  observations.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  first  question  to  examine  u, 
what  faith  can  be  placed  in  the  future  of  Mexico  7  A  Frenchman  who  bad  lived  a 
long  time  in  that  country  once  said  to  me,  "I  have  seen  so  many  snceesmve 
revolutions  in  Mexico ;  1  have  so  often  seen  the  couutry  ready  to  fall,  and  yet 
recover  itself,  that  even  before  tbe  intervention  I  said  to  mysetf,  Mexico  guumK 
perisb.  And  indeed  this  country,  even  in  tho  midst  of  its  diaturbaneea,  bad 
always  a  principle  of  vitality  which  gave  sure  promise  for  its  future  destiny." 

^Vnat  are  the  causes  of  this  vitality!  In  the  first  place,  its  extent  ia,  not  mm 
M.  Jules  Favre  said,  ten  times,  but  three  times  and  a  half  aa  large  as  France ; 
situated  in  the  centre  of  America,  touching  the  north  on  one  side  and  tbe  soatb 
on  the  other,  and  washed  by  two  oceans,  tuis  country  unites  all  the  advantagef^ 
of  geographical  position  to  a  soil  of  universal  fertility. 

The  subsoil  is  so  rich  tliat,  at  tbe  time  when  tbe  treasures  of  Mexico  wetr 
being  spread  ibroagh  the  entire  world,  Humboldt  said  these  richee  had  seandr 
begun  to  be  developed,  and  this  opinion  has  been  confirmed  by  the  testinwny  nt 
the  celebrated  engineer,  M.  Lam,  who  went  from  France  to  Mexico. 

Mexico  is,  therefore,  a  highly  favored  country,  in  an  agricultural  and  commer- 
cial point  of  view.  Having  thus  shown  its  natural  advantages,  let  u»  now  br- 
what  man  has  done  for  it 

When  Fernando  Cortez  conquered  Mexico,  he  overthrew  not  onlv  the  tfaionr 
of  Montezuma,  but  a  civilization  the  importance  of  which  is  attested  by  hialory. 
by  tradition,  and  by  monuments  still  extant  in  the  countnr.  What  has  been 
snbstitntcd  for  this  civilization  I  The  Spaniards  gave  Mexico  Catholicim. 
without  themselves  following  its  precepts.  The  natives  were  excluded  from  all 
public  offices ;  certain  branches  of  industry  and  knowledge  were  closed  to  them, 
in  the  interest  of  commerce  and  the  church.  Spain,  in  short,  did  not  reathtl 
herself  to  drawing  from  Mexico  the  silver  that  she  scattered  over  the  wholi- 
eartb  ;  she  levied  from  its  products  in  order  to  aliment  her  colonial  bndgelr. 
and  to  raise  immense  sums  of  money,  which  she  ponred  into  her  treanuy  ni 
Madrid.     During  all  this  time  nothing  was  undcrtakiin  in  Mexico  for  ita  own 
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iDteKst,  bat  solely  for  that  of  Spun ;  then  came  ile  independence  proclaimed 
in  1810,  and  realized  in  1820. 

What  waa  this  indepeadence  end  for  vhoee  profit  was  it  declared !  The 
Spaniards  lefl  behind  tfaem^n  Mexico  the  old  natives,  the  Indiaas,  whom  thej 
had  long  enslaved,  but  who  were  Bubmiseive  and  resigned;  a  race  Bomcwhat 
weak,  bnt  indaatrioaa  and  intelligent,  impenetrated  with  the  sentiment  of  re- 
ligion and  the  love  of  home. 

The  Indians  formed  fonr-fifUiB  of  the  population.  The  Spaniards  thus  left 
behind  them  a  new  people,  born  of  their  admixtnre  with  the  natives,  the  Mexi- 
cans properly  bo  called. 

For  whoBe  profit  was  the  independence  proclaimed  7  For  the  profit  of  the 
great  majority  of  the  population  1  No ;  bnt  for  a  Mexican  oligarcby,  divided 
into  two  pretty  nearly  equal  parties,  the  liberals  and  the  conservatives,  who 
were  constantly  figbtmg  with  each  other,  sword  in  band,  for  the  supremacy, 
oppressing  the  Indians  and  pillaging  the  people  they  were  appointed  to  govern. 
Thiis  with  the  Spaniards  came  tyranny;  with  independence,  anarchy;  natnre 
hod  done  everything  for  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  but  man  seemed  bent  on 
its  ruin.  It  has  not  perished,  it  has  not  even  feebly  prospered.  The  reason  is, 
that  outside  the  Mexican  oligarchy  the  Indians,  a  patient  and  tenacious  nice, 
have  never  ceased  to  labor,  and  that  foreigners  have  continued  tbeir  tn^c, 
which  consists  in  tbe  exchange  of  the  mineral  productions  of  Mexico  agMnst 
the  fabricated  productions  of  Enrope. 

Is  8  nation  which  has  resisted  oppreBsion  and  anarchy,  and  which  posaesBes  a 
most  fertile  soil,  capable  of  prosperity  t  Tbe  reply  cannot  be  dubious.  To 
riee  again  it  needs  but  two  thinge — a  regular  government  and  time.  [Very 
good,  very  good.]  It  uuqnestionably  has  a  regular  government.  From  Vera 
Grax  to  Mexico  the  progreBS  of  the  emperor  Haximilian  has  been  a  trinmpb. 
To  the  Indian  he  is  the  man  coming  from  the  east,  with  blue  eyes  and  golden 
hair,  who  is  to  regenerate  the  country. 

The  Indians  have,  therefore,  with  a  sort  of  inuocence,  but  with  genume  en- 
thnaiaem,  hailed  the  emperor  Maximilian  as  a  deliverer. 

Tbe  clerical  eonservativee,  who  form  a  half  of  the  Mexican  element,  have 
rallied  around  him,  as  have  also  those  moderate  men  among  the  liberals  who 
have  become  tired  of  civil  war  and  ore  persuaded  that  the  republican  form  of 
government  is  not  suited  to  tbe  interest  of  the  country.  This  majority  of  the 
Mexican  element  has  bailed  the  empire  as  the  only  hope  of  the  nation,  its  only- 
anchor  of  salvation.  A  solitary  groap  of  men  has  held  itself  aloof;  for  these- 
men  civil  war  is  a-necessity,  a  habit,  an  existence,  and  like  Forfirio  Dioa,  ab 
OajoGB,  they  will  not  throw  down  their  arms  until  they  are  forced  to  surrender 
at  discretion. 

Such  are  tbe  sentiments  which  greeted  the  emperor  Maximilian.  It  may  bc- 
said  that  upon  his  arrival  in  Mexico  be  was  crowned  by  the  nniversal  Buffrage- 
6f  the  peo^e,  who  called  him  to  reign  over  them.     [Very  good,  very  good.] 

The  orator  gave  a  full  expose  of  tbe  earliest  acts  of  the  government  of  the- 
emperor  Maximilian  for  tbe  reorganization  of  tbe  finances,  the  military  afiairs, 
public  instruction,  and  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  empire;  also  for 
regulating  tbe  delicate  question  of  tbe  goods  of  the  clergy.  He  entered  into- 
circa ms tan tiat  details  upon  the  financial  situation  of  the  country;  upon  the  ire- 
soarces  which  could  be  looked  for  from  taxation  and  the  mines — resources  con- 
siderable in  themselves,  but  which  would  not  exempt  the  government  from  the 
necessity  of  raising  loans;  upon  the  foreign  debt  of  Mexico,  the  operations  of 
which  ore  regularly  carried  on ;  upon  its  internal  debt,  consisting  of  bonds 
issued  by  the  different  governments  which  have  succeeded  one  another. 

The  lateness  of  tbe  hour  obliged  the  honorable  member  to  defer  the  remainder 
of  his  speech  unlil  to-tnorrow.     The  stance  was  closed  at  twenty  minutes  past 
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M.  CoRTA.  In  yesterday's  seeeioD,  gentlemen,  I  exhibited  Mexico,  with  all 
its  vitality — its  financial  resources,  its  popular  government,  and  the  prMpnity 
which  a  regular  admlDistration  and  time  guarantee  to  it ;  for  time  is  of  nKeK>it; 
the  auxihary  of  all  great  things.  To  this  picture"  I  would  make  bnt  one  sMi- 
tion.  I  wish  to  speak  of  the  popular  current  which  begins  to  Bet  towards  Mex- 
ico. Foreign  capital,  and  emigrants  who  possess  a  keen  scent  for  poliliol  «f- 
fairs,  are  now  to  be  found  in  Mexico.  ■  A  national  bank  has  heea  established, 
and  its  immunities  have  been  granted  to  influential  and  dietinguisbed  hoQ^M  b 
France  and  England  ;  grants  have  also  been  made  for  the  consimction  of  m- 
meroQB  railroads.  The  most  important  of  these  grants,  viz,,  for  the  line  to  na 
between  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico,  has  been  given  to  a  very  large  Englieli  tm- 

Eany  having  a  capital  of  1J5,000,000,  and  who  are  able  to  send  on  15,000  li- 
orers  to  carry  on  the  wvrk.  Besides  all  this,  there  are  grants  for  the  line  of 
steam  packets  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  along  the  shorea  of  the  Pacific,  a  veil 
B9  for  the  working  of  different  kinds  of  mines.  The  Chamber  will  eee  cietilf 
that  foreign  capital  and  foreign  aettlers,  who  have  had  grants  of  land  nude  to 
then),  will  not  be  kept  away  from  Mexico  on  account  of  the  threatening  contiD- 
geucies  to  which  the  honorable  il.  Jules  Favre  alluded  in  hie  speech  yestctda;, 
I  take  np  the  question  which  he  raised — the  question  of  the  pacification  of  liei- 
ico — 'from  the  point  of  view  of  the  return  of  our  army. 

The  duration  of  this  pacification  is  explained  by  the  extent  of  the  Meiicu 
'  icrritcry,  and  by  the  half  century  of  war  and  anarchy  which  has  reigned  np^s 
this  territory.  The  end  of  the  pacification  has  been  found  eabordinate  to  ^^■ 
which  I  ask  leave  to  point  out.  The  principal  fact  is  the  occupation  of  tbc  w 
ports.  A  number  of  these  ports,  eitber  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  or  ou  the  Pvifc. 
were  occupied  until  lately  by  Juarez  or  his  partisans  ;  they  collected  the  reve^ 
noes  of  several  custom-houses,  and  with  these  reaonrccs  they  maintained  ikii 
corps  d'aim^e.  An  insurreclionary  body,  compelled  to  take  its  subaistcnw  !m 
the  country  in  which  it  lives,  renders  itself  odious  by  the  requisitions  it  iBfcicel 
to  make,  and  recruiting  itself  at  the  expense  of  the  country,  it  quickly  eihiuiu 
itself  in  exhausting  the  country.  Therefore  external  revenues  were  necesMfj 
for  the  support  of  the  insurgents,  and  I  regret  to  say  that,  until  lately,  sDcIin- 
sources  have  been  left  at  their  disposal.  But  at  present,  thanks  to  the  vki^' 
ation  of  the  land  and  sea  forces,  all  the  ports  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  are  oc- 
cupied either  by  our  troops  or  by  those  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  Tiif  ia- 
eurgents  arc  deprived  of  the  seaboard — that  is,  of  the  means  of  obuining  f^^i' 
plies,  and  hence  one  of  the  causes,  in  fact  the  principal  canse,  of  the  dnraiiflii  f^ 
the  insurrection  no  longer  exists. 

The  political  situation  of  Mexico  furnishes  another  fact  to  which  tbe  puiG» 
tion  was  also  subordinate.  The  Chamber  knows  that  Mexico,  after  bivinf 
vainly  entreated  Europe  foe  kings,  formed  itself  into  a  republic — now  fedenlitf- 
then  military,  and  then  again  federative.  Under  tbe  rule  of  the  fedeistivef^ 
public  several  provinces  declared  themaelves  independent;  they  estabfoliffi 
mints  and  arsenals  in  some  of  the  principal  localities.  These  arsenals,  coiitj:^ 
ing  considerable  supplies  and  munitions  of  war,  were  so  many  torches  rtair  '■■■' 
kindle  insurrection.  It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  in  Mexico  the  pronmieii' 
mientos,  which  have  been  followed  by  revolutions,  have  always  come  from  b' 
provinces  to  invade  the  capital !  Well,  when  Oajaca  was  captured,  with  »ll  ^' 
inhabitants  and  property  it  contained,  I  think  the  last  military  arsenal  of  llu re- 
surrection was  destroyed.  .  Juarez  took  refuge  in  Sonora,  abandoning  bifba: 
gage  and  part  of  his  treasure,  I  am  ignorant  whether  or  not  he  has  been  at^ 
to  procure  fresh  military  supplies,  or  raise  new  recruits.  It  is  possible  ihsl  ^^ 
expedition  against  him  may  move  toward  Sonora ;  if  so,  I  do  not  thbk  il  *:'' 
meet  with  serions  resistance,  and  I  am  convinced  it  will  be  the  last  expc^i^'^ 
■  undertaken. 

Another  fact  in  the  light  of  the  pacification  of  brigandage  arisea  from  llie  '^^ 
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of  perpetual  war  and  the  predominaace  of  anned  force  in  Mexico.  The  couq- 
try  people,  and  eren  the  innabilante  of  towns,  unarmed,  without  protection  from 
government,  and  living  far  apart,  have  contracted  the  fatal  habit  of  allowing 
themselves  to  be  robbed,  without  making  reaiEtanec ;  from  this  have  resulted  en- 
couragement to  brigandage  and  impuaity  Co  crime.  In  order  to  remedy  theso 
evila,  the  Mexican  government  formed  a  couotiy  police,  fgardei  ruralea.J  com- 
manded by  captains  named  by  the  emperor,  and  composed  of  thn  best  elements 
of  the  old  Mexican  army.  The  beat  results  may  be  hoped  from  the  ioathution 
of  this  policeiforcc.  Thus,  from  the  point  of  view  of  military  pacification,  of 
the  suppression  of  a  poseible  though  slight  reeistance  at  the  extreme  uorth  of 
Mexico,  and  in  the  ligut  of  the  pacification  of  brigandage,  there  is  a  prospect  of 
peace  and  qniet  at  a  more  or  less  distant  period. 

But,  gentlemen,  even  when  a  great  incendiary  is  extinguished,  it  must  be 
watched,  lest  it  break  forth  again.  In  presence  of  the  elements  of  disorder  which 
the  civil  war  has  left  in  Mexico,  and  taking  into  consideralion  the  revolutionary 
principles  rife  in  the  Mexican  army,  a  disciplined  army,  faithful  and  devoted  to 
its  duty  and  its  flag,  is  etill  needful  in  Mexico,  not  only  to  Buatain  the  institu- 
tions of  the  nation,  but  to  insure  its  safety  ;  and  this  army  should  be  a  Euro- 
pean one,  I  Movement.]  Should  this  European  army  be  a  French  army? 
Ought  the  French  army  be  still  maintained  in  Mexico  T  The  authors  of  the 
amendment  demand  the  immediate  return  of  the  army.  This  ia  not  odmisaible. 
In  fact,  to  recall  our  army  would  be  to  compromise  the  work  just  begun ;  and,  in 
caiie  of  the  overthrow  of  that  work,  to  expose  our  policy  to  the  ridicule  of 
Europe.  To  recall  our  army — that  is  to  say,  to  abandon  those  who  have  ac- 
cepted the  intervention,  and  have  rallied  around  the  throne,  to  expose  them  to 
the  consequences  which  might  follow  such  a  proceeding,  would  be  to  commit  an 
act  unworthy  of  France.  Ia  the  place  of  our  flag  too  hastily  furled,  Franco 
would  leave  tier  honor  sullied.  France  may  be  asked  to  sacrifice  her  wealth, 
but  her  honor  never.     [Very  good,  very  good.] 

But,  gentlemen,  as  the  foreign  legion  and  the  auxiliary  corps  of  Belgians  and 
Auatrians — Austriana  who  have  already  given  proofs  of  their  bravery  and  firm- 
ness— become  developed;  and  the  empire  consolidated,  the  French  army  can  bo 
gradually  reduced  and  finally  withdrawn.  Our  flag  should  never  cease  to  wave 
in  Mexico  until  all  the  advantages  that  France  upholds  there  are  guaranteed  and 
sure.  Stall  our  flag  be  furled  before  the  chances  of  a  war  that  may  result  from 
peace  in  the  United  States  1  This  is  the  last  queation  examined  yesterday  by 
onr  honorable  colleague,  Mr.  Jules  Favre,  and  upon  which  I  asked  permission  to 
express  the  opinion  that  I  had  gathered  in  Mexico.  In  that  country  these 
chances  preoccupy  the  public  mind  much  less  than  in  Europe.  I  will  quote  the 
opinion  of  General  Smith,  when,  in  1847,  he  occupied  the  city  of  Mexico.  Al'ter 
General  Jackson's  expedition,  he  was  asked  if  the  United  States  intended  to  keep 
Mexico  for  themselves;  he  replied,  "Why  should  they!  Mexico  is  an  old 
country,  having  its  own  religion,  its  own  customs;  its  population,  though  thin,  ia 
scattered  over  its  whole  extent.  The  United  States  want  deserts  to  people  aud 
virgin  soil  to  work,  upon  which  their  inatitatioas  may  readily  be  implanted. 
Mexico  is  not  to  our  taate,  and  deserts  and  waste  lands  abound  in  America." 

Since  these  words  were  uttered,  Sonora  and  the  unsold  property  of  the  clergy 
have  been  offered  to  the  United  States  by  President  Juarez,  for  seventy-five 
million  (francs  I]  but  the  American  government  and  the  present  Chief  Magistrate 
have  refused  to  negotiate,  though  thrice  urged  by  Juarez.  But  will  the  pro- 
clivities of  the  United  States  government  be  modified  hereafter!  And  first,  in 
what  conceruB  the  president  of  the  south,  Mr.  Davis,  it  is  only  necessary  to  turn 
to  hifl  message  of  1863  to  see  that  he  completely  recognizes  what  has  been 
established  in  Mexico,  and  that  he  desires-to  entertain  none  but  friendly  relations 
with  its  new  government.  This  ia  what  he  says ;  "  Mexico. — The  events  of  the 
year  that  has  just  passed  away  have  produced  important  changes  in  the  con- 
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didon  of  oar  neighbor  at  tbe  Bouth.  The  occupstiou  of  the  capital  of  Hexieo'by 
the  French  army,  and  the  establishment  of  a  provisoiy  government,  fallowed  faj 
a  radical  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  nation,  have  excited  tbc  most  lirelj 
interest.  Always  preferring  onr  own  government  and  institntions  to  thoee  of 
other  coaotries,  we  have  no  inclination  to  deny  tbem  the  exercise  of  the  iam« 
right  of  Belf  government  that  we  claim  for  ourselveB ;  if  the  Mexican  people  prefer 
a  monarchy  to  a  republic,  it  is  clearly  onr  dnty  to  acquiesce  heartily  in  their 
decieioii,  and  to  manifest  a  sincere  and  Mendly  interest  for  its  prosperity."  Aod 
there  Ib  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  diBpoBition  of  the  government  of  the  Uoiied 
States  differs  from  tbcae  BentimentB. 

But  it  ie  objected,  when  peace  is  declared  what  will  become  of  the  immense 
armies  that  have  been  raised  I 

I  am  aware,  gentlemen,  that  this  is  &  problem  more  difficult  to  resolve  than 
the  one  of  which  Cfcsar  speaks,  when  he  says,  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  stamp 
with  vour  foot  upon  tbc  soil  of  Italy  to  msLke  an  army  spring  up.  More  di£- 
cult  than  that  is  to  cause  an  immense  army  to  return  to  the  ranks  of  souety; 
but  in  Mexico — for  I  repeat,  I  bring  here  only  the  opinionB  I  have  heard  in 
Mexico— the  solution  of  this  problem  is  deemed  much  more  easy  in  the  United 
States  than  in  Europe.  In  fact,  the  rights  of  labor  open  the  way  to  variotii 
career?,  which  are  not  closed  np,  as  in  Europe,  by  the  clergy.  Besides,  in  the 
south,  the  army  is  not  composed  of  mercenaries.  It  is  in  some  sort  a  national 
army,  which,  after  having  laid  down  its  arms,  will  soon  return  home  and  resume  iu 
ordinary  occupations,  tn  the  north,  the  army  is  composed  principally  of  mer- 
cenaries, but  of  mercenaries  whose  services  have  been  rewarded  by  bounties  ot 
money  and  of  land.  All  the  soldiers  of  the  northeni  nrmy  are,  therefore,  land- 
holders, and,  centlemen,  landholders  do  not  generally  become  adveaturert. 

Bat  is  it  indeed  true  that  the  army  of  the  United  States  will  cease  to  exist* 
after  peace  is  established  T  There  is  reaBon  to  believe,  supposing  the  Union  to 
be  lestoted,  that  in  the  face  of  tfao  agitated  south  and  of  Canada  np  in  anns,  the 
government  at  Wasbington  will  feel  the  need  of  maintaining  a  standing  amy ; 
in  this  case,  the  remains  nf  the'  present  army  will  enter  the  ranks  of  that  one 
which  will  then  be  formed. 

Another  consideration  which  I  have  beard  put  forth  would  result  ftono  the 
situation  in  which  the  United  States  government  would  be  placed  after  the  paci- 
fication; this  government  will  find  tnat  it  haa  heavy  damages  to  repair,  aod  an 
immense  dt^ficic  to  fill  np.  Under  euch  circumBtances,  gentlemen,  war  cannot  be 
undertaken  ;  therefore,  in  virw  of  the  future  government  of  the  United  States 
the  chance  of  a  war  does  not  appear  to  be  strong. 

But  it  is  said  adventurers,  led  by  aootber  Walker,  may  attack  Mexico.  In 
the  first  place,  gentlemen,  it  is  not  conquest  from  a  political  motive,  bat  plnnder, 
which  is  the  aim  of  adventnrerB.  Now  if  adventurers  do  spring  np  in  the  United 
StateB  they  will  bftve  conquests  to  makefar  more  temptingthan  that  of  Mexico;  Can- 
ada on  the  one  band,  and  the  opulent  Havana  on  the  other.  But  how  shoald  these 
adventurers  attack  Mtxico  T  by  land  ?  It  is  well  known  how  precipitately  General 
Jackson  concluded  a  peace  with  Mexico,  and  nnder  what  conditions  the  expe- 
dition was  formed.  General  Jackson's  expedition  cost  tbc  United  States  two 
years  in  time,  and  five  hundred  million  francs  in  money.  Would  it  Ik  poAsible 
tor  adventurers  to  undertake  sncb  an  expedition  by  land,  across  deserts,  where 
they  would  have  to  bring  wiih  them  all  their  provisions  and  munitions  of  war. 
and  also  be  obliged  to  awnit  the  rainy  season  in  order  to  continue  their  march ) 
By  land  it  ia  impossible;  by  water  a  pretty  large  expedition — and  that  is  the 
only  kind  to  be  feared — could  be  kept  under  the  eyes  of  nations  so  watchful 
over  the  seas,  and  Europe  would  not  look  with  indifierence  upon  snch  enter- 
prises. I  therefore  believe,  genileme'n,  that  there  is  nothing  to  fear  from  Mexico, 
from  the  contingencies  which  have  been  mentioned,  and  I  will  now  conclude 
with  one  reflection. 
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Our  expedition  to  Mexico  was  undertaken  in  the  midet  of  a  revelation,  brought 
about  by  acience  before  our  eyes.  At  the  preeenl  day,  steam  and  electricity 
aanihilate  dietanceB,  bring  nations,  so  to  speak,  in  contact  with  'each  other,  by 
land  and  sea,  with  their  various  wants,  interests,  passions,  chances  of  disagree- 
ment, and  also  happily  place  them -in  strict  commnnity  of  ideas  and  sentiments, 
which  clearly  demonstrate  it  to  be  much  more  the  interest  of  nations  to  aid  one 
another  mutually  than  to  fight  together ;  the  prosperity  of  one  nation  is  increased 
by  the  prosperi^  of  the  others.  A  striking  example  of  this  is,  on  the  one  hand, 
the  beneficial  rivalry  of  France  and  England  in  peace,  and,  oa  the  other,  the  war 
in  the  United  States,  which  not  only  has  disturbed  all  Europe,  but  has  also 
caused  it  to  experience  an  immense  commercial  and  manufacturing  crisis.  Well, 
in  the  midst  of  this  novel  situation,  with  the  prospect  of  the  nations  of  the  world 
being  drawn  more  closely  together,  and  with  the  chances  of  peace  and  war,  what 
will  be  the  scope  of  the  Mexican  expedition  1  The  future  will  tell  us  in  esti- 
mating its  resnlts.  As  for  us,  while  waiting  for  history  to  write  the  page  conse- 
crated to  this  expedition,  what  duty  does  our  conscience  impose  on  ns  ?  This 
duty  has  always  appeared  and  still  appears  to  me  very  plain ;  our  flag  is  pledged ; 
where  our  flag  is,  there  is  France,  and  we  owe  it  oar  support.  It  is  for  this 
reason,  gentlemen,  that  we  are  now  in  Mexico;  it  ta  for  this  reason  that  I  vote 
for  the  Tcjection  of  the  amendment  proposed  to  you. 

[Very  good !  very  good  I  nnmerons  signs  of  approbation.] 

President  Schneideh.     Mr.  Picard  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Ernest  Picard.  Wbateverlegitimateauthority,  gentlemen,  may  belong 
to  the  words  of  our  honorable  colleague,  and  the  mission  with  which  he  has 
been  honored,  I  must  declare  frankly  to  the  house,  that  his  speech,  to  which  I 
listened  with  the  most  lively  attention,  did  not  convince  me,  [laughter,]  and  I 
will  add,-it  cannot  convince  me.  This  question,  gentlemen,  demands  from  you 
in  its  discussion  the  greatest  possible  attention  ;  the  sentiments  which  animate 
ua  all  are  drawn  tt^ether  in  questions  of  this  nature,  and  public  opinion  is  more 
pressing,  and  more  severe  than  ever  upon  the  topic  of  our  political  conduct  in 
Mexico.  I  will  add  that,  in  my  opinion,  there  is,  perhaps,  no  other  question  in 
-which  our  concurrence  will  exercise  a  more  salutary  influence  upon  the  interests 
of  oor  country.  It  is  in  our  power,  at  least  I  have  a  pride  in  thinking  so,  to 
disentangle  the  political  situation  in  which  our  government  is  now  placed.  It 
depends  upon  you,  if  you  have  the  will  to  do  this,  to  have  also  the  power.  It 
depends  upon  you  to  do  in  1865  that  which  we  entreated  you  to  do  in  1862,  at 
the  time  wbea  this  grave  and  formidable  [redoubtable)  question  fi,rst  arose  in  this 
assembly,  and  I  willingly  take  up  the  words  which  my  honorable  colleague,  _ 
Mr.  Gorta,  has  just  uttered,  when,  in  examining  the  eventualities  which  might ' 
seem  to  menace  us  from  the  United  States,  he  presented  them  to  you  in  a  still 
distant  horizon.  It  is  not,  therefore,  too  late ;  for  the  rest  no  one  would  aak  of 
the  Chamber  or  of  the  government  to  adopt  a  policy  contrary  to  the  honor  of 
France,  and  me  leas  than  any  one.  [Whisperings.]  But  we  may  ask  you  to 
adopt  a  course  in  conformity  with  her  policy  and  her  duty.  [Very  good,  from 
Around  the  speaker ;  murmurs  from  several  benches.} 

Yon  have  heard  what  the  honorable  Mr.  Gorta  has  told  you.  I  confess  that 
in  listening  to  his  speech  two  sentiments  have  been  excited  in  my  breast — a  sen- 
timent of  fascination  and  a  sentiment  of  fear ;  yes.  his  speech  fascinated  me. 
Our  honorable  colleague  has  brought  hack  from  Mexico  images  the  most  brilliant; 
he  baa  sought  to  gild  his  words  with  a  beam  of  that  sun  he  has  just  left,  [laughter 
and  noise  1]  he  has  represented  Mexico  as  a  land  of  promise ;  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian, that  young  man  with  golden  locks  and  azure  eyes  [exclamations^— I 
a  note  his  words,  geatlemeu,  [various  interrnptionsj — as  the  saviour  come  Irom 
le  east,  and  promised  to  the  Indians. 

I  am  aatonished,  gentlemen,  at  the  impression  these  words  of  his  produce 
upon  yon  ;  I  am  aatoniahed  that  you  do  not  recall  the  events  which  tooE  place 
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at  the  setting  out  of  the  expedition.  Do  yon  imagine  that  the  government,  be- 
fore sending  it?  troops  to  Mexico  and  seeking  there  what  it  has  not  yet  fotind, 
had  not  obtained  ioformatioQ  on  the  subject  from  men  of  intvUigence  who  have 
lived  in  Mexico,  and  who  with  ao  equal  good  faith,  an  equal  sincerity,  made 
similar  statements  ?  And  we  know  now  how  a  people  colder  than  we  are,  and 
a  government  lesa  impassioned  than  our  own,  appreciates  in  the  despMches 
which  ^gure  amon^  the  official  documents  the  statements  which  come  from  Mex- 
ico. We  believed  the  statementa  we  received,  and  off  we  started ;  we  are  now 
in  Mexico,  and  we  must  quit  it — we  must  quit  it,  gentlemen.  The  honotable 
Mr.  Gorta  has  told  you  so.  However  fascinating  may  be  the  situation,  Uiat 
part  of  his  speech  which  caused  him  the  most  uneasiness  was  the  conclusion. 
And  he  did  not  diesimalate  to  the  Chamber  that  had  be  found  meana  which 
in  hie  eyca  would  have  been  honorable  to  leave  Mexico,  he  would  have  been 
the  first  to  join  with  me  iu  advising  to  leave  it.  He  would  be  the  firet  to  do  so, 
in  spite  of  the  morvelloua  narrations  he  has  presented  to  the  Chamber.  He  has 
told  you  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil  of  Mexico,  of  the  future  that  is  in  store  for 
its  finance?.  He  has  told  you  of  this,  gentlemen,  but  all  this  is  only  a  peisoiul 
appreciation,  emanating,  it  is  true,  from  a  man  to  whom  I  willingly  ofiTer  my 
homage,  but  which  does  not  suflSce  to  convince  a  great  aeaembly  upon  so  mo- 
mentous a  question.  [Murmurs.]  It  is  of  this  assembly — it  is  of  the  houorable 
Mr.  Corta  himself  that  I  would  ask  if  he  concurs  with  Marshal  Forey,  who. 
says:  "  Yee,  unfortunately,  everything  in  Mexico  requires  remodelling;  the 
moral  sense  of  the  country  is  completely  perverted.  There  is  no  longer  auy  ad- 
ministration, any  justice,  any  army,  any  national  industry,  any  anything,  so  to 
speak.     This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  nation."     [Interruption.] 

Mr.  Chagor.  Before  our  advent. 

A  Membbr.  The  date? 

Mr.  Ernest  Piraru.  The  date  of  the  speech  of  Marshal  Forey  ?  The  19ih 
of  March,  1865.  If  everything  in  Mexico  is  to  be  remodelled,  you  will  readily 
admit  with  me  that  the  situation  is  not  encouraging,  nor  the-time  propitious  for 
the  loan  which  is  annonaced  to  ne.  If  all  in  Mexico  is  to  be  remodelled — if  the 
opinion  of  Marshal  Forey  does  not  coincide  with  that  of  our  honorable  colleague, 
who  will  give  the  casting  vote  I  Who  will  come  here  in  obedience  to  the  fini 
of  all  duties,  and  in  face  of  this  assembly  furnish  us  with  ofEcial  documents, 
which  may  be  checked,  examined,  discusBcd  ?  The  government.  Tbe  duty  is 
undeniable.  The  entire  nation  is  awaiting  the  day  when  the  government  ehill 
submit  to  the  free  examination  of  the  majority  and  of  the  minority  these  docu- 
menta  which  it  has  not  yet  produced.  And  where  are  these  documental  Of 
all  political  questions,  the  one  which,  perhaps,  possesses  the  greatest  interest  at 
this  moment  for  France  is  the  Mexican  question.  Of  all  questions — I  except 
Algeria — that  one  concerning  which  we  do  not  possess  a  single  document  is  the 
Mexican  question.  Not  a  single  document.  Not  a  single  one.  On  alt  other 
subjects  we  have  had  distributed  among  ns,  more  or  less  generally,  docnnieols, 
despatches,  reports.  Upon  this  subject  there  has  been  an  absolute  silencfe.  We 
are  ofleu  told  that  in  France  the  discuBsions  held  in  this  assembly  can  leplaee 
those  liberties  which  we  lack — [Denials  from  several  benches  ;  approbatiou  from 
others] — and  that  by  carefully  examining  and  checking  the  afikirs  of  our  country 
wo  can  offer  our  fellow 'Citizens  those  guarantees  which  they  sought  in  nomniat- 
ing  us.  But  how  can  a  discussion  he  really  serious  which  lacks  a  basis  7  Is  it 
possible,  whatever  authority  may  belong  to  the  words  of  my  honorable  colleague, 
is  it  possible,  I  repeat,  for  us  to  discuss  upon  words,  which,  though  certainly  sin- 
cere, are  but  the  expression  of  the  personal  opinion  of  a  single  man  1 

This,  then,  is  the  situation  in  which  we  find  ourselves  ;  for  upon  tltia  suljMi 
I  have  not  yet  seen  the  slightest  explanation  on  the  part  of  the  goTeniment.  It 
must  be  very  grave,  indeed,  gentlemen,  this  Mexican  question,  since  it  is  pto- 
posed  to  discuss  it  in  this  manner.    Wbat  are  llie  reaiftos  why  we  ar«  Idt  in 
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eilence  and  obscurity  in  &  matter  wLich  ^mands  expIaDationa  and  light  T  They 
are  twofold.  Id  the  first  place,  the  government — and  I  know  not  why  it  should 
be  BO  in  a  great  j:onntry  and  before  a  nation  like  France,  where  notliing  honors 
more,  both  those  who  speak  and  those  who  listen,  than  the  tmth — the  govern- 
ment,  I  say,  wishes  to  keep  na  under  the  empire  of  illusions  the  most  complete — 
illusions  which  the  government  itself  doei  not  entertain.     [Reclamations.] 

The  Minister  of  Statb.     I  ask  for  the  Hoot. 

Mr.  £r\Est  Picabd.  The  government  t«lls  us  the  country  is  pacified.  It  is 
not  pacified.  It  tells  ns  our  troops  are  about  to  he  recalled.  And  yet  the  hon- 
orable Mr.'  Corta  himself  has  just  told  ns,  iu  his  sincerity,  that  our  troops  are  on 
the  point  of  marching  to  conquer  ^onora. 

Mr.  Bklmontbt.     He  did  not  say  ao. 

Ur.  Krnest  PtCARn.  He  said  the  conquest  of  Souora  was  about  to  be  ac- 
complished. 

Mr.  CoKTA.  I  did  not  say  that.  I  confined  myself  to  the  interrogation,  "  Is 
there  an  expedition  preparing  to  enter  Sonora  ?  If  so,  I  believe  two  things : 
one,  that  the  expedition  will  not  meet  with  any  serious  obstacle ;  the  other,  thai 
such  expedition  will  be  tho  last."     That  is  what  I  said. 

Mr.  E«\BST  PicARu.  I  say  that  the  country  is  not  pacified  ;  that  the  ova- 
tions of  which  we  have  heard  may  without  doubt  have  occurred  at  certain 
points  ;  bnt  that  the  feeling  of  resistance  is  still  very  powerful  in  Mexico.  [Re- 
clamations.] And  I  will  give  immediate  proof  of  what  I  say.  What  is  the 
position  which  you  occupy  toward  tho  Mexicans,  upon  whom  you  do  not  wish 
to  impose  a  government,  but  merely  to  become  acqtiainted  with  their  free  wishes  ? 

The  Moniteui  ie  snhject  to  ilipa  as  well  as  the  other  journals,  and  I  therefore 
cannot  tell  whether  or  not  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  govern- 
ment that  it  published  the  decree  that  I  am  about  to  submit  to  you,  as  furnish- 
ing the  only  reply  I  shall  make  to  this  part  of  my  honorable  colleague's  speech. 
The  Monterey  expedition  had  taken  place.  The  geueral  entered  the  city.  He 
delivered  it  from  the  yoke  of  its  oppressors.  The  respectable  citizens  gathered 
around  the  French  commander,  who  proceeded  to  install  the  municipal  power. 
But  though  no  armed  resistance  was  made,  still,  since  all  this  was  occurring 
in  a  country  which  our  honorable  colleague  has  so  well  named  a  vivacious 
country,  and  which  proves  its  vitality  by  resisting  a  foreign  invasion,  a  vague 
sentiment  of  opposition  manifested  itself,  the  existence  of  which  ia  demonstrated 
by  the  following  decree  : 

"  General  Castagny,  comraandiug  the  first  division  of  the  Franco-Mexican 
army,  being  chai^d  with  the  reconstruction  of  the  municipal  authority  of  the 
city  of  Monterey,  decrees  : 

"Art.  1.  Pending  ratification  by  the  government  of  the  emperor  Maximilian, 

is  named  provisional  prefect  of  the  district ; , 

substitute ;  — — — ; — ,  alcalde,  &c. 

"Art.  2.  Any  person  designated  in  the  preceding  article  who  refuses  to  fulfil 
the  functions  confided  to  him  shall  he  immediately  punished  by  six  months' 
impnsoument,  conformably  with  the  law."    . 

We  have  here,  gentlemen,  a  sort  of  prces-gang  for  functionaries.  I  do  not 
wish  to  apeak  of  it  with  levity,  for  that  would  subject  mo  to  the  remonstrances 
o£  the  minister  of  state ;  and  I  wish  in  a  question  of  such  gravity  to  merit,  at 
least,  his  testimony  that  I  have  treated  the  subject  as  he  desires  ic  should  be 
treated.  What  does  this  impressment  of  fnnctionaries  prove?  Siuiply  that  re- 
sistance was  universal,  and  that  the  ovations  were  onty  ofiered  along  the  route 
followed  by  our  honorable  colleague,  who  was  attached  to  the  person  of  the 
sovereign  and  surrounded  by  cortege.  Bnt  this  is  not  all,  gentTemen.  How 
were  yon  received  by  those  who  summoned  you  to  Mexico  ?  And  herein  ties 
my  reply  to  what  the  honorable  Mr.  Corta  said,  when,  after  crying  out  that 
honor  forbade  France  to  abandon  Mexico,  he  stud  that  if  we  abandoned  it  we 
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should  leave  there  our  partisBOB  exposei^to  the  malice  of  iho  reaction.  It  iswc 
who  ore  exposed  to  the  malice  of  our  partuaos,  as  yon  will  be  in  a  way  to 
jndge  from  a  docament  whtcli  it  was  not  seen  fit  to  submit  to  qs,  and  ire  irere 
obliged  to  hunt  up  among  the  official  publications.  In  this  document  we  fiad 
the  followiog;,  where  General  Negre,  commandant  of  the  department  of  Mexico, 
writes  to  Archbishop  LabaBtide  :  "  Incendiary  writings  are  slipped  under  the 
doors  into  the  houses.  The  authors  of  this  culpable  manifestation  seek  to  ex- 
cite vile  material  interest,  which  our  boly  religion  lepudiatea,  and  to  invoke  the 
most  detestable  passions  against  the&rmy  of  tbe  Emperor.  lam  pleased  to heliere. 
«noDBeigneur,  that  your  excellency  is  ignomnt  of  these  criminal  mantebvres ;  I 
therefore  point  them  out  to  you,"  &c.  The  general  concludes  by  requesting  the 
archbishop  to  suppress  these  measures.  The  archbishop  replies :  "  Ii  isanattcflted 
fact,  and  one  of  public  notoriety,  that  we  have  all  protested  against  the  two  indi- 
viduals who  have  the  pretension  to  be  a  government." 

These  "two  individuals,"  gentlemen,  were  not  the  authors  of  the  inceodiaij 
publications. 

Sbvsiijil  Voices.  We  cannot  hear.     Louder! 

Mr.  Ernest  Picabd.  It  is  against  the  govcmmeut  that  the  .irchbisfaop  pro- 
tests— against  the  government  that  wc  have  erected.  The  archbishop  contin- 
ues :  "  And  against  the  circulars  of  the  9th  November  and  the  15th  l>ecember 
of  last  year,  declaring  categorically  that  the  church,  in  the  plenitude  of  her  im- 
munities, of  her  rights,  is  subjected  at  this  moment  to  the  same  attacks  she  had 
to  Bu'stain  under  the  Juarez  government,  and  that  never  has  she  seen  faendf 
persecuted  with  greater  bitterness.  In  consequence  of  the  position  in  which  we 
fcave  been  placed,  we  find  ourselves  worse  off  than  at  that  time.  Your  excel- 
lency will  therefore  perceive  that  the  two  documents  (our  protestation  and  our 
letter)  contain  two  propositions  relative  to  the  position  of  the  church  and  her 
pastors  entirely  contradictory,  the  one  to  the  other.  One  is  necessarily  true 
and  the  other  false." 

And  which  was  the  proposition  necessarily  true  !  That  one  only  which  is 
contained  in  the  letter  of  which  I  have  just  quoted  a  passage,  hut  which  also 
claims  the  responsibility  of  the  following  quotation  : 

"  Who  contu  have  thought  that  the  first  steps  on  both  sides  would  lead  to  the 
maintenance  of  infamous  laws,  called  laws  of  reform,  decreed  by  the  demagogy  V' 
And  thus,  gentlemen,  you  are  styled  demagogues. 

His  Excellency  M.  BouHlis,  minister  of  state.     Does  that  please  yon  ! 

Mr.  Ernest  Picard.  I  continue  the  quotation  :  "  Who  among  yoo  can  im- 
agine that  the  men  who  have  pilfered  the  power  will  be  unmindfu)  of  the  teli- 
gions  and  patriotic  party,  and  that  they  will  go  so  far  as  so  take  from  that  party 
its  respectable  members,  treat  them  with  contempt,  and  even  to  threaten  then 
with  the  severest  punishment  ?  Who  would  thiuk  that  they  conld  push  pre- 
sumption and  impudence  so  far  as  to  side  with  the  fallen  party,  and  protect  laws 
which  have  thrown  such  disrespect  and  outrage  upon  the  ministers  and  virgins 
of  the  Lord  f  Who  is  there  among  you, 'no  matter  how  limited  may  be  his  in- 
telligence, who  has  not  understood  that  the  regents-general  of  the  intervention 
are  the  bitterest  enemies  of  religion  and  order  ?"  You  see  how  you  are  treated 
by  those  men  who  have  called  upon  you — those  men  of  consideration,  whose 
eentiments  I  have  just  made  known  to  you,  and  one  of  whom,  if  I  mistake  not. 
belongs  to  the  provisional  government  you  have  established  down  (here — U.  la 
Uastida.  I  do  not  intei)d  to  read  the  entire  document,  but  I  merely  wished  to 
lay  a  sample  of  it  before  you.  And  now  I  hope  tho  honorable  Hr,  Gorta  will 
permit  me  to  ask  him.  is  he  very  sure  that  be  saw  everything  1  He  certainly 
nnderstood  all  that  he  saw,  but  be  has  not  seen  all  that  he  conld  nndeiBtand. 
fHovement.] 

DiFFBHBNT  VOICES.  And  yon.  what  have  ifov  seenT  what  have  yon  been 
•ble  to  understand  1  -.  , 
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Mr.  £bniist  Picabd.  The  second  reason  why  I  fear  the  government  has  htt 
U9  in  dariuiesB  ia  one  which  mnet  be  a  Btill  more  painful  one  for  it :  it  ia  tliat| 
behind  all  the  brilliant  explanationa  which  the  gOTernment  will  not  fail  aoon  to 
make,  with  all  the  talent  of  him  who  shall  make  them,  I  place  a  financial  con- 
clneion,  via  :  that  the  emperor  Maximilian  and  his  government  will  again  make 
a  demand  npon  the  credit  and  fnnds  of  France.  It  is  this,  perhaps,  which  will 
explain  to  yon  why  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  submit  to  oui  inepection  those 
bndgeta,  those  cnstom-house  systems,  the  brilliant  mirage  of  which  dazzled  our 
eyes  at  the  last  session.  I  willingly  bow  before  the  financial  superiority  of  our 
honorable  colleague.  I  know  he  has  often  been  one  of  tho  most  eKperienced 
aathorities  on  our  budget  commissions ;  and  when  he  reports  upon  a  budget, 
after  having  seen  what  he  relates,  I  readily  believe  his  word.  When  he  makes 
here  a  Mexican  report,  [rumors,]  a  report  on  Mexican  finance,  I  hesitate  to  give 
bim  the  same  confidence,  and  I  think  it  my  strictest  duty,  in  the  name  of  my 
constitnenta,  to  come  here,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  examine  the  documents  and 
.  lignrea  which  are  placed  before  us. 

The  Mabqi'ib  db  Pbbb.  There  is  no  Mexican  deputy  here; 

M.  Ebnbst  Ficabd,  I  have  not  understood  the  interruption. 

President  Scu.vbiubb.  Do  not  stop  for  in terrup lions. 

M.  Hbnkst  Picabd.  I  regret,  gcotlemeu,  to  say  it,  but  tho  figures  which  you 
have  heard  to-day  are  not  of  a  nature  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  hehrta  of 
fiitnre  subscribers.  The  subscribere  to  the  first  loan  have  seen  this  loan,  issued  - 
at  the  rate  of  sixty-three  franca,  fall  in  a  few  days  ten  and  twelve  francs— ^fall, 
I  think,  even  as  low  as  forty-eight  francs,  and  at  the  present  moment  rise  to 
fifty-two  franca.  So  that  small  capitalists,  owners  of  email  incomes,  attracted 
by  the  high  rate  of  interest,  believing  the  government  to  be  morally  responsible 
for  an  issue  made,  so  to  apeak,  under  its  patronage,  and  which  may  be  sanctioned 
by  official  discourses  pronounced  here,  [denials  from  several  benches,]  may  have 
to  be  saved  by  a  second  loan.  But  you  will  agree  that  the  way  to  restore  the 
equilibrium  of  our  finances  is  not  to  nnite  them  more  closely  than  is  proper,  in 
these  circumstances,  to  the  Mexican  finances.  I  add,  that  it  appears  to  me  con- 
trary to  all  rules  of  moral  and  political  economy  that  the  government  should 
favor  (I  use  expressly  no  other  word)  combinations  which  are  forbidden,  in- 
terdicted to  private  iadividuals.  What  does  it  accomplish  in  this  first  loan  ? 
It  anthorizes  this  borrower,  called  the  Mexican  government,  which  cannot  give 
Bofficient  security  to  its  creditors  to  insure  their  receiving  the  interest  of  the 
sum,  bat  to  place  in  the  office  of  deposits  and  consignments  four  semistics  of 
arrearages.  Thus  it  does  what  would  not  be  allowed  to  the  smallest  commercial 
company,  viz  ;  pay  the  interest  of  the  loan  out  of  the  capital;  so  that,  at  the 
end  of  two  years,  those  who  have  not  been  so  prudent  as  to  withdraw  from  the 
consequences  of  such  a  financial  afi'air  will  find  themselves  confronted  by  an 
empty  treasury,  and  having  no  other  gaarantee  than  the  henceforth  well-known 
bonds  of  the  Mexican  loan.  Complaints  have  been  made  about  this,  gentlemen, 
and  I  have  in  my  hand  documents  which  show  these  complaints  to  have  been 
energetic.  For  instance,  one  of  these  subscribers  in  a  paper  which  has,  I  think, 
been  distributed  to  you  all,  and  the  authority  of  which  I  do  not  otherwise 
guarantee.     [Laughter  and  exclamations.} 

M.  BouHBB,  minister  of  state.  What  authority,  before  the  Chamber,  can  a 
document  have  which  yon  do  not  guarantee  1 

M.  Erkbst  Picabu.  The  government  will  explain  itself.  Here  is  what  I 
find  in  this  document:  "Perhaps  the  subscribers  to  the  loan  will  have  more 
real  canses  of  grievance  in  the  facts  nccomptiabed  during  the  operation,  properly 
so  called,  of  its  issue.  The  rumor  spread  abroad  of  a  more  than  fiUed-up  sub- 
scription, corroborated  by  considerable  purchases  made  the  day  before,  and  the 
very  day  of  the  closing  of  the  subscription  list,  up  to  oneandahalf  per  cent. profit; 
the  irregular  delay  in  announcing  the  allotments,  whilst  it  was  publicly  given 
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oat  that  there  would  be  a  considerable  reduction  npon  applications  already 
made — all  tbie  has  certainly  contribated  to  Bwell  tne  number  of  applicants, 
and  prevent  gnbacribers  from  extricating  themselves,  in  leaving  tLe  market  opea 
to  those  only  who  were  acquainted  with  the  true  position.  Whence  proceeded 
these  false  reports  7  Whence  came  these  purchases  1  It  is  not  the  purpose  of 
this  document  to  seek  the  answer.  It  suffices  to  state  the  share  of  inflnence 
they  have  exercised.  Thns  much  is  certain,  that  while  the  loau  could  be  sub- 
scribed to  with  OQC  per  cent,  discount  for  brokerage,  purchases  with  premium 
were  made  one  day  on  a  very  large  scale — not  by  hundreds  of  francs  of  capital. 
but  by  hundrede  of  thousands  of  francs  of  interest  all  at  once  ;  that  it  would 
he  easy,  by  tracing  up  the  bonds  delivered,  to  discover  by  whom  these  purchaser 
were  effected  ;  that  they  stopped  as  soon  aa  the  subscription  was  closed  ;  tha: 
they  were  forced  to  believe  the  loan  entirely  filled  np  at  the  risk  of  enteriog 
into  explanations  rather  too  delicate ;  and  that,  lastly,  subecribera  have  de- 
termined by  this  to  increase  the  quantum  of  tlieir  application?,  the  author  of 
this  document  himself  heading  the  list. 

"  Who  has  laid  the  affair  before  the  public  1  The  credit  mobilier,  a  privileged 
institution  of  tbe  government.  Who  hns  received,  one  might  almost  say,  who 
has  solicited  subscriptions  from  the  public  }  The  agents  of  the  credit  foueitr  de 
France,  another  privileged  institution  of  the  government.  Who  represents  tbe 
credit  fouder  de  France  in  the  provinces  )  Notaries  public  and  private  collec- 
tors of  finance,  functionaries  holding  office  from  government.  This  aide  of  the 
question  alone  suffices.  It  does  not  result  from  this  that  France  ought  to  gnar- 
antee  the  solvency  of  ]tfexico ;  but  the  public  cannot  be  prevented  fiom  view- 
ing, in  what  has  already  been  done,  a  governmental  support,  carrying  with  it  a> 
least  a  moral  responsibility,  and  thus  ia  assuredly  one  of  the  priacipcu  determin- 
ing courses  of  the  subscriptions  made  to  the  Kexican  loan.  This  idea  gains  un- 
deniable strength  from  the  preceding  and  daily  acts  of  the  French  government." 

This,  gentlemen,  is  what  the  subscribers  to  the  loan  have  published,  [ah !  ah !  J 
and  what  is  indispensably  necessary  to  be  made  known,  now  that  we  arc  on  th« 
eve  of  having  a  second  loan  attempted  ;  for  as  truly  as  I  recognize  the  legitimate 
right  of  the  government  to  call  npon  the  public  credit  to  negotiate  Uie  sixty-six 
millions  it  has  on  hand,  to  invite  all  capitalists  to  join  in  an  operation  that  iteon- 
eiders  sound,  so  truly  do  I  believe  it  to  be  its  imperious  duty  not  to  make  SDch 
operatkin  without  first  clearly  enlightening  those  who  are  appealed  to,  withoot 
informing  them  to  what  consequences  they  are  exposed,  and  without  eveiylhiog 
being  conducted  with  a  complete  and  entire  royalty.  [Very  good,  from  several 
benches.] 

Bach  being  the  case,  the  basis  of  the  loan  that  you  would  make,  which  has 
been  announced  to  us  by  Mr.  Gorta,  and  which  was  not  certainly  the  cause  of 
his  discourse,  although  it  farmed  its  moat  direct  and  precise  interest — the  ba«ia 
of  this  loan  is  the  financial  prosperity  of  Mexico.  Now,  the  light  we  ask  of  yon 
is,  light  upon  tbe  financial  prosperity  of  Mexico.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Gorta  en- 
deavored to  give  it,  and  he  told  us — citing  the  authority  of  a  minister  of  the 
Mexican  finances,  the  best  statistician  I  believe  that  Mexico  possesses,  Mr.  Lerdo 
y  Tejada — he  told  us  that  this  economist  bad  in  1857  computed  tbe  proceeds  of 
the  customs  revenue  to  be  wortl^  nearly  eighty  millions;  seventy-five  millions  at 
first,  he  said  ;  eighty  millions  after  tbe  opening  of  tbe  porta  of  the  Pacific,  aud 
a  hniidred  millioas  even,  taking  into  consideration  tbe  increasing  prosperity  of 
the  country.  This  is  the  only  dociunent  I  should  have  been  able  to  ^enSy 
among  those  cited  by  my  honorable  colleague,  and  I  requested  him  to  show  me 
the  statement  of  this  minister  of  the  financea  But  my  honorable  colleague  wis 
not  in  possession  of  this  statement ;  had  he  seen  it  with  his  own  eyes,  I  should 
have  accepted  the  figares ;  but  ho  bad  never  seen  it.  He  had  obtained  bis 
information  only  through  a  third  person.  It  so  happens,  however,  that  I  have 
in  my  hand  [the  orator  unfolded  a  great  roll  of  paper,  which  excited  tbe  risibility 
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of  the  aBscmbly]  a  eynoptieal  table  of  the  fiaances  of  the  Mexican  republic,  drawa 
np,  not  in  1856,  but  in  18S0,  by  the  Hon.  Mioister  Lerdo  y  Tejaoa.  I  am  ig- 
norant of  hiH  having  isBned  a  new  one  in  185G.  If  it  has  been  bo  stated  to  my 
honorable  eolleagne,  I  Bhalt  believe ;  only  I  muat  remark  that  if  snch  ia  tbe  case, 
the  civil  war  has  greatly  benefited  the  country,  since  from  1S50  to  1856,  at  the 
time  when  Mexico  was  in  the  greatest  state  of  agitation  and  sufiering,  when  tbe 
republic  b^an  to  hare  the  upper  hand,  the  revennea  of  the  cnstoms  bad  doubled. 

In  referring  to  this  only  official,  or  at  least  authentic  docnment,  1  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  so  as  to  appreciate  the  ralac  of  tbe  expose  of  my  honorable  colleague. 
I  have  been  disagreeably  surprised  to  find  that  not  only  the  cnstoms  receipts, 
but  those  of  the  entire  revenues  of  the  country,  do  not  amoant  to  more  than  the 
half  of  the  figures  given  by  the  Hon.Mr.Coita,  or  rather  given  to  him.  [Move- 
ment,] They  are  put  down  at  8,500,000  piastres — that  is,  forty-two  mil]ion.<) 
instead  of  eigfatymillione. 

Mr.  CoRiA.  Will  you  allow  me  to  make  nn  observation  ? 

Mr.  Ernest  Picard.  Willingly, 

Mr.  CoRTA.  I  took  tbe  information  which  I  laid  before  the  Chamber  from  the 
documents  of  fonner  ministers  of  tbe  finances,  and  also  from  a  paper  which  I 
had  not  seen,  as  I  told  my  honorable  colleague,  Mr.  Picard,  but  of  which  an 
extract  was  given,  me  by  a  Mexican  who  is  at  present  in  Paris.  If  tho  Hon. 
Mr.  Picard  bad  conferred  with  me  upon  the  subject  of  the  discrepancy  which  he 
believes  to  exist,  but  which  does  not  exist,  I  could  hare  obtained  further  inform- 
ation from  this  Mexican ;  but,  I  repeat,  no  discrepancy  exists. 

And  in  tho  first  place,  the  writings  of  Mr.  Mora  Blasio,  and  of  Mr.  Antonio 
Oaray,  one  of  the  most  dietingnisbed  ministers  of  the  Mexican  finances,  who 
wrote  in  1835,  1636,  and  1837,  demonstrate  that  the  revenues  of  the  customs, 
not  the  net  revenues,  hut  the  gross  revenues,  might,  by  adding  in  the  profits 
robbed  from  the  exchequer  by  contraband  trade,  amount  to  neitrly  the  sum  in- 
dicated by  Mr-  Lerdo  y  Tejoda ;  for  these  former  miniatera  counted  the  possible 
revenues  of  tbe  customs  at  seventy-five  millions,  and  Mr.  Lerdo  y  Tcjada,  who 
wrote  later,  carries  them  to  eighty  roillionB — thaf  is  to  say,  to  five  millions  more. 

Now,  what  does  the  Hon.  Mr.'  Picard  oppose  ?  To  a  paper  of  Mr.  Lerdo  y 
Tejada,  written  in  18,'56  or  1S57,  he  opposes  an  anterior  synoptical  table,  from 
which  it  results  that  the  net  produce  of  Ihe  revenues  was,  according  to  Mr.  Lerdo 
J  Tejada,  inferior  to  that  I  spoke  of.  But  the  synoptical  table  shows  the  net 
produce  only,  while  the  work  of  Mr.  Lerdo  y  Tcjada  comprises  tbe  net  profits, 
ihe  accumulated  gross  profits,  and  the  profits  which  are  stolen  from  the  ex- 
chequer. There  can  be  no  possible  comparison,  neither  by  analogy  nor  dis- 
crepancy. 

Mr.  Ernest  Picard.  Was  I  not  right  in  saying,  at  the  commencement,  that 
we  must  beware  of  the  fascinations  of  Mexico  1  And  are  not  those  finances 
rather  fantastical  in  which  we  find  the  number  wanted  without  discarding  the 
unknown  quantity,  and  in  which  we  reckon  not  only  what  enters  into  tbe 
treasury,  hut  also  what  does  not  enter,  but  which  probably  ought  to  enter? 
[Laughter.]  We  are  not  accustomed  to  discuss  affairs  with  such  a  large  margin; 
and  my  honorable  colleague  must  allow  me  to  observe  to  him,  that  if  that  were 
the  only  guarantee  furnished  to  the  subscribers  to  tbe  loan,  and  if  they  knew  it 
were  so,  and  did  not  see  behind  the  loan  the  government  in  its  power,  its  ma- 
jesty, and  moral  responsibility,  there  would  be  no  subBcribers.  I  say  it  without 
further  insisting  upon  this  ungrateful  portion  of  my  task.  I  shall  have  fulfilled 
it  if  I  have  succeeded  in  demonstrating  to  you  that  it  is  imposaible,  even  with 
the  greatest  good  will  in  the  world,  and  withont  being  in  any  way  syatematically 
opposed  to  Mexico  and  its  prosperity — [interruption] — impossible,  I  say,  to 
looK  upon  our  financial  relations  with  Mexico  as  an  excellent  affair.  I  think,  on 
the  contrary,  that  it  is  time  to  remember  what  the  Hon.  Mr.  Berryer  said  last 
year  about  this  time,  when,  making  the  account  of  Mexican  finances,  ila  debt 
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and  its  resoarcea,  be  showed  that  tbe  minister  of  finance  of  the  Mexican  empin, 
whose  report  had  been  pQblished  there  ia  the  Uomipg  Post,  had  said  that  not 
only  was  a  loan,  giving  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  to  the  Uoxican  roT- 
eniment,  Decessary,  but  that  to  save  it  it  would  require  a  loan  of  seven  boudicd 
and  fifty  millions  ;  otherwise  it  conld  not  meet  its  ezpenaes.  The  Hon.  Mr. 
Berryer,  onr  illuatriouH  and  eminent  colleague,  was  very  nearly  in  the  right. 

At  present,  gentlemen,  who  can  dispute  it  I  Surely  not  the  minister,  who, 
questioned  by  me  for  the  third  time,  (and  in  truth  I  fear  to  qnestiou  him  aeain,] 
is  about  to  announce  to  yon  for  the  third  time  that  a  loan  is  imminent  ana  per- 
haps desirable.  I  eaj,  then,  gentlemen,  that  in  the  light  of  wisdom  in  the  good 
administration  of  onr  finances,  as  well  bb  of  wisdom  in  onr  foreign  policy,  the 
affair  of  Mexico  presents  nothing  satisfactory  to  ns ;  and  I  am  sure  in  thus  ex- 
pressing myself  that  I  agree  with  tbe  secret  sentiment  of  the  Chamber,  and  I 
may  aay  before  it  what  it  thinks  io  all  sincerity.  Bnt,  gentlemen,  in  face  of 
this  fact,  what  ie  our  duty  1  What  have  we  to  do  }  In  order  to  onderstand  it 
well,  and  know  just  how  far  we  may  venture  to  go,  it  is  indispensable  in  this 
question  also  to  take  a  retrospective  view. 

It  was  in  1862  that  for  the  fiiet  time  we  were  informed  in  this  place  of  tbe 
Mexican  expedition,  and  in  186S  we  disputed  the  utility  of  this  expedition,  and 
declared  to  the  government  that  it  would  not  easily  obtain  those  indenmitieB  it 
went  BO  far  at  snch  a  cost  to  seek.  We  told  it  that  behind  this  enterprise  wu 
concealed  another,  inspired  by  a  candidate,  and  that  candidate  was  uic  Artb- 
duke  Maximilian.  What  answer  was  made  to  thisl  What  were  the  words  of 
him  who  was  then  the  eloquent  organ  of  the  government  1  He  said  to  as.  When 
such  Buppositione  are  affirmed,  proofs  must  be  brought  forward  to  support  them. 
and  yon  have  none.  The  aim  of  the  agreement  between,  the  three  powere  wu 
to  require  from  the  Mexican  republic  a  more  effectual  protection  to  their  respect- 
ive eubjectB,  and  tbe  fulfilment  of  the  obligations  contracted  by  this  repnhlic. 
And  the  honorable  orator  added :  "  The  three  contracting  parties  are  pieced  U 
reserve  no  acquisition  of  territory  and  no  private  advantage,  and  to  exercise  in 
the  intei'ual  affairs  of  Mexico  no  influence  of  a  nature  to  violate  the  rights  of 
the  Mexican  nation  to  choose  and  freely  constitute  the  form  of  its  own>govcni- 
ment." 

Thus  it  wus  acknowledged  that  if  the  archduke  were  behind  tbe  expedition, 
you  wonld  not  have  been  asked  to  vote  for  the  expedition. 

The  following  year  we  resumed  the  subject.  AH  the  world  knew  the  Arch- 
duke Maximilian  to  be  the  candidate.  The  minister  of  state  himself  ackoovi- 
cdged  that  since  October  31,  1861,  (and  this  took  place  in  the  session  of  March 
13,  186S,)  that  since  that  period  an  engagement  had  been  entered  into  with  Idm. 
"  It  was  then  necessary  to  look  about  one,"  said  he.  "  A  name  has  been  pro- 
nounced— tbe  name  of  a  prince  of  that  great  house  of  Hapsbnrg,  which  shortl; 
before  we  encountered  on  the  battle-fields  of  Magenta  and  Solferino.  The  Ea- 
peror  has  thought  himself  magnanimous  in  not  opposing  this  candidate,  and  if  it 
obtained  universal  suffrage  it  must  be  respected."  That  is  what  was  done  Oc- 
tober 31,  1861 ;  that  is,  several  months  before  the  time  that  the  contrary  was 
told  UB  in  this  building.  Tbe  proof,  gentlemen,  is  very  clear  and  cannot  be 
denied. 

The  following  year  we  resumed  the  subject.  You  know,  gentlemen,  what 
obstacles  the  expedition  had  to  surmount.  We  were  again  told,  "  We  desire 
that  the  Archduke  Maximilian  should  become  emperor  of  Mexico,  bnt  no  enga^ 
ment  to  this  effect  has  been  made  with  him."  And  when,  with  the  anthority 
of  his  word,  the  honorable  M.  Thiers  said  in  this  boose  that  the  engag«uicnt 
was  inherent  to  the  situation,  everybody  cried  out  The  honorable  M.  Granier  de 
Oassagnac  exclaimed,  interrupting  M.  Thiers,  that  there  was  no  eog^ement, 
and  t^t  the  archdnke  set  out  because  he  wished  to  do  so.  The  honorable  min- 
ister of  state  declared  alss  that  there  was  no  engagement.     And.  gentlemen,  the 
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afiiair  te  too  seriotie  for  me  not  to  place  before  the  Chamber  the  words  which 
were  uttered  on  thia  occasioii. 

In  the  aeBBion  of  Jaanaiy  27  Hr.  Borryer  said ;  "  Is  it  true  that  the  govern- 
ment has  entered  into  no  engagement  binding  the  conntry  MtheT  ia  a  financial 
point  of  view  or  as  conceming  onr  soldiers  ?  Is  the  country  committed,  or  is  it 
not? 

"Hr.  RoiiKBit.  If  yon  had  read  Mr.  Larrabnre'a  report  yon  would  have  been 
enlightened  on  this  snbject. 

"  Mr.  Sboris.  I  reqaent  permisHion  to  say  a  word.  The  reply  of  the  govern- 
ment organs  which  I  find  in  the  report,  and  which  I  bespeak  for  my  share  of 
the  debate,  is  as  follows  :  The  Emperor's  government  declares  that  at  present  it 
has  Dot  entered  into  any  engagement  whatsoever,  either  to  leave  a  corps  of 
French  troops  in  Mexico  or  to  guarantee  any  loan,  and  that  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  it  necessary  to  augment  the  French  forces  at  present  in  Mexico." 

Every  one,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  the  opposition,  whose  mistrost  ip 
all  that  relates  to  this  question  appears  to  be  incurable,  [smiles  from  several 
benches,}  placed  confidence  in  the  words  of  the  honorable  minister  of  state.  One 
member  only,  one  of  the  most  eminent,  who  has  often  occupied  the  scat  of  min- 
ister, and  who  knows  all  the  weight  attached  to  the  words  of  a  minister,  [murmurs,] 
interrupted  the  reading.  He  can  readily  comprehend  the  reserve  under  whitJi 
the  honorable  Mr.  Roufaer  will  seek  a  refoge,  from  which  I  have  no  intention  to 
drive  him.  The  honorable  Mr.  Thiers  interrupted  Mr.  9egris  by  saying  "at 
present."  Upon  this  interruption  of  Mr.  Thiers  the  Moniteur  stated  that  a 
movement  was  produced  in  the  assembly.  This  movement  took  place  on  the 
27th  of  January,  and  on  the  10th  of  April  a  convention,  regulating  the  loan,  the 
fiojoam  of  our  troops,  and  the  payment  of  the  Mexican  coupons,  was  signed  and 
engagements  entered  into,  and  upon  too  large  a  scale  to  have  allowed  them,  on 
the  17lh  of  January,  to  be  avowed  to  the  Chamber  iu  the  same  terms  in  which 
the  convention  at  Miramar  was  concluded  on  the  10th  of  April. 

And  now,  habituated  by  onr  sitnation  to  moderate  our  desires,  [laughter  and 
mnmuTs,]  wo  solicit  you  not  to  permit  the  conventinn  of  .the  10th  of  April  to 
be  again  overstepped,  or  that  once  more,  before  this  Chamber,  at  the  same  date, 
you  listening  and  the  minister  speaking,  a  session  shall  be  held  in  which  en- 
gagements shall  bo  entered  into  upon  Uie  same  terms,  nothing  more  nor  less, 
and  then  be  carried  out  as  in  preceding  years. 

The  Chamber  is  aware  that  the  honorable  minister  of  state  has  been  present 
at  only  a  portion  of  these  debates,  but  the  entire  Chamber  has  aseiited  at  almost 
all.  It  has  watched  the  riso  and  progress  of  the  Mexican  question,  and  I  assert 
that  the  hour  has  arrived  when  it  becomes  its  duty,  as  it  ia  its  right,  to  bring 
this  question  to  a  close. 

I  assert,  gentlemen,  that  when  a  Chamber  has  been  induced  by  the  govern- 
ment to  accept  in  perfect  confidence  that  which  hoe  been  proposed  to  it,  and 
allowed  itself  to  be  led  whither  it  would  not  have  gone  of  its  own  accord,  I 
assert  that  this  Chamber  has  a  right  and  a  duty.  It  has  been  trustful ;  it  must 
now  resist.  It  cannot  and  should  not  in  face  of  the  min{ster,in  face  of  the  gov- 
ernment, make  use  of  parliamentary  courtesy,  [dissent  from  several  benches; 
assent  from  others,]  because  state  affairs  ore  not  regulated  by  courtesy  aod  ex- 
cess of  confidence.  I  leave  all  other  questions  to  yonr  discretion,  gentlemen, 
but  in  the  Mexican  question  we  are  released  from  this  duty  toward  the  govern- 
ment. You  are  searching,  for  the  interest  of  the  country,  for  that  policy  which 
this  time  you  ought  not  to  recommend  timidly  to  yonr  country;  but — permit  mo 
the  word — yon  should  enjoin  upon  the  government  by  a  vote  and  a  manifesta- 
tion. We  do  not  ask  yon  to  join  our  party;  but  can  it  be  possible  that,  in  a 
question  where  you  think  us  we  do,  w^ere  the  interest  of  France  appears  to 
yon  as  it  does  to  us,  where  you  see  yonr  duly  as  clearly  as  we  do,  that  a  man 
should  not  rise  up  from  your  midst,  were  it  but — were  it  bat — I  withdraw  the 
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word,  aud  I  wieh  it  might  be  the  honoiable  M.  Segrie,  whom  I  just  now  quoted, 
who  hae  withheld,  as  he  eays,  the  declaratioD  of  Uie  gorerament,  asd  wno  cer- 
tainly mnat  bare  withheld  it  for  more  than  a  year.  The  honorable  Ur.  Scgrii 
8ud,  "This  is  the  declaration  which  has  been  made;"  I  withhold  it;  and  the 
honorable  Mr.  Bonber  added,  "I  withdraw  nothing  from  it."  The  declaTation 
is  there;  the  engagement  eziats;  and,  einco  it  doee,  it  must  be  kept.  Whati) 
it  7  It  is  the  engagement  entered  into  by  the  convention  of  10th  April,  1864. 
by  the  convention  of  Miramar;  or  rather  it  is  the  engagembot  entered  into  in 
theae  precincts,  for  tbe  convention  of  lOth  April,  IS64,  like  all  conventions  that 
pass  between  sovereigns,  and  are  not  submitted  to  the  assemblies,  is  not  altogether 
in  conformity  with  the  policy  that  lias  been  explained  here,  and  snatained  bj 
the  organs  of  the  government.  It  has  a  pre&ce  of  which  I  would  willingly  bnr 
the  honorable  minister  give  a  different  interpretation  from  mine ;  it  is  thus  con- 

,  "The  governments  of  his  Uajesty  tbe  Emperor  of  tbe  French,  and  rf  hu 
mnjesty  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  actnated  by  an  equal  deebe  to  secure  the  n- 
establishment  of  order  in  Mexico,  and  to  consolidate  the  new  empire,  have 
resolved  to  regulate  by  a  convention" 

If  nothing  more  is  meant  than  adetire,  I  have  no  more  to  say;  bat  if  (kit 
"desire  "  contains  the  tacit  and  inevitable  engagement  Which  it  is  proposed  to 
yon  to  take  in  following  this  policy,  the  Chamber,  which  was  not  a  party  u 
this  convention,  and  does  not  incline  lo  this  policy,  must  disengage  itself  from 
it.  And  in  what  manner  must  it  do  so  ?  It  must  do  that  which  was  providnl 
for  by  article  1  of  the  convention,  thus  expressed : 

"The  French  troops  that  are  now  iu  Mexico  shnll  be  reduced  as  soon  at  poi- 
sible  to  23,000  meu,  including  the  foreign  legion.  This  corps  will  remain  tem- 
porarily in  Mexico,  to  protect  the  interests  that  led  to  this  intervention,  in 
conformity  with  the  conoitions  regulated  by  the  following  articles." 

Here  I  pause  to  remark  to  the  government :  You  declared  in  the  report  of 
the  honoralile  Mr.  Larrabnre,  to  which  yon  called  attention  in  the  session  1  spoke 
of  just  now,  and  to  which  yon  referred  our  colleagues  in  these  words,  "  Bead 
it  and  you  will  be  enlightened."  Yon  declared  the  year  1864  should  not  pan 
away  before  the  French  troops  should  have  returned  to  France.  [Sign  of  deoial 
by  the  minister  of  state.] 

M.  Jules  Favre.  Yes,  jes;  it  is  in  the  leport.     [Noise.] 

M.  Erniist  PicARD.  This  is  what  I  read  in  the  report  ol  the  honorable  Ht 
Larrabnre:  "In  th'e  present  provisions  the  government  hopes  that  tbe  end  of 
1S64" .     [Interruption.] 

Many  Voices.  "Hopes!" 

M.  Er\est  PiCARD,  continuing;  "that  tbe  end  of  the  year  1864  will  mark 
the  termination  of  the  expedition.  Moreover,  arrangements  have  been  propowJ 
whereby,  from  the  1st  ot  January,  1864,  Mexico  shall  contribute  more effieieotl; 
towards  the  pay  and  the  maintenance  of  our  troops." 

Several  Mbmbehs.  Well,  well! 

M.  Er.vrst  Picard.  The  report  says  further:  "  In  the  first  place,  and  in  a 
general  manner,  the  government  has  no  intentions  of  undertaking  new  eipedi- 
tions."  Yon  know  that  now  an  expedition  to  Sotiora  is  again  spoken  of.  "A* 
for  the  expedition  of  San  Luis  de  Potosi,  in  particular,  it  was  judged  aeeattij 
in  order  to  occupy  the  most  important  parts  of  Mexico.  The  country  between 
San  Luis  and  Mexico  contains  important  centres  of  popidation.  The  occupa- 
tion of  these  parts  became  necessary,  precisely  to  hasten  the  accomplishment  oF 
tbe  work  undertaken,  viz :  the  redress  of  our  grievances,  and  the  possibility  for 
Mexico  to  choose  freely  a  new  government.  Having  the  country  under  ou 
control  as  far  as  San  Lnia  de  Potosi,  we  can  more  rapidly  and  BQCcesafnllr  ttt 
this  result  realized.  Tbe  army  wilt  stop  there."  Has  it  stopped  1  [Inter 
ruptioD.] 
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M.  AuoL'STE  Chbvalibb.  It  went  forward  in  the  face  of  peiiL 

M,  Ernest  Picard.  That  is  true.  Ita  achievementa  were  eplendid,  but  our 
policy  was  not.  [Approbation  in  the  vicinity  of  the  orator.]  I  proceed; 
"  Universal  suffrage,  operating  naturally  according  to  the  customs  or  inatitutions 
of  the  country,  will  be  invited  to  choose  the  form  nf  goverumeut  it  prefers  j 
whatever  may  bo  ita  decision,  France  will  respect  it,"  Is  that  what  we  are 
doing  1  I  ask  you  lliis  sincerely,  loyally,  in  the  capacity  of  a  deputy  anxious 
to  fulfil  my  mission,  and  to  obtain,  if  possible,  the  concurrence  of  my  fellow- 
eitizena  and  colleagues  in  a  question  which  touches  so  nearly  the  most  important 
interests  of  onr  country,  both  present  and  future.  I  ask  you,  have  you  done 
this  ?  Yon  have  not ;  the  Chamber  knows  it.  Your  engagements  were  made 
while  yon  were  in  the  Chamber,  and  as  soon  as  you  quitted  it  yon  forgot  them. 
[Diatdrhance.j  You  have  returned  to  it,  and  I  recall  thorn  to  your  remembrance. 
I  remind  you  oC  them  at  the  time,  when,  if  we  understand  the  language  of 
politics,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  sec,  by  the  explanations  given  xn  in  these  pre- 
cinta,  that  not  only  has  the  French  army  not  stopped,  not  only  has  it  not  returned 
in  1864,  biA  also  that  it  will  not  return  ia  1865. 

Sbveral  Members.  Very  good. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  Is  it  not  true?  Does  anyone  contradict  me?  This  time 
the  minister  takes  no  further  engagement,  and  I  thank  him  for  it;  but  by  taking 
no  farther  engagement  he  gives  warning  to  the  Chamber;  and  if  the  Chamber 
is  warned,  what  is  its  duty?  Who  are  we  here— for  what  1  Can  it  be  that  the 
discussion  of  the  address  is  nothing  but  a  political  pastime!    [Disturbance  and 

H.  Bel.montel.  The  pastime  is  rather  a  long  one! 

Fresidb.\t  ScHNBiDEn,  I  must  beg  of  M.  Picard  •  *  • 

AT.  Glais  BlsoiN.  Oh  !  the  word  is  parliamentary;  we  all  accept  it? 

PBBSrDEXT  Schneider.  If  it  be  parliamentary,  it  ie  not  well  chosen  in  the 
midst  of  such  full  and  serious  debates.     [Very  good ;  very  good !  ] 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  I  wish  that  to-day's  session  might  prove  to  me  that  I 
have  expressed  myself  badly.  I  wish  that,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments 
and  intentions  as  myself,  my  colleagues  might  form  the  same  idea  that  I  do 
of  our  miiston,  and  our  mutual  duties.     [Fresh  interruption.] 

Several  Voices.  We  know  them, 

M.  Gramer  de  Cassaonac.  Do  you  claim  to  be  a  model  deputy?     [Nolae.J 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  Do  not  he  afraid,  gentlemen ;  I  shall  form  no  theory 
infringing  the  constitution;  I  shall  not  ask  you  to  interfere  in  the  administra- 
tion ;  but  J  ask  you  whether  or  not  you  hare  the  right  and  the  duty  to  vote 
efficiently  in  this  assembly  upon  a  given  question  about  which  your  opinions 
ia  settled! 

M.  Gramer  db  Cassagnac.  Certainly  we  have. 

M.  Ernest  Picard.  Does  the  address  sufficiently  express  this  aentimenti  I 
have  read  attentively  the  pairagriph  now  under  discussion.  It  certainly  differs 
from  last  year's  compilation ;  and  certainly,  in  the  ingenuoua  phrase  wherein 
the  commission  of  the  address  expresses  pleasnre  in  witnessing  the  return  of  our 
troops,  the  intimation  is  not  sufficiently  precise  for  the  government  not  to  be  able 
to  misunderstand  it.  Having  been  three  times  held  at  bay  upon  this  question, 
I  conjure  you,  not  in  your  own  interest,  not  in  that  of  the  government,  nor  for 
any  secondary  political  reasons,  but  in  the  great  intereatsof  the  country,  to  declare 
your  sentiments,  if  yon  have  that  courage  that  will  "  "         [Exclama- 

tions and  murmurs.] 

NvMEBou5  Voices.  Order!  order! 

M.  Granier  db  Cassaqnac.  Such  expressions  cannot  be  tolerated. 

President  SrHNRiDRB.  I  call  on  the  honorable  Mr.  Picard  to  explain  him- 
,«elf. 

M.  Taillefer  to  M.  Picard.  Take  back  that  word. 
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Pkbsident  Schnbidbr.  I  call  upon  him  to  toke  back  a  word  which  dmt 
wound  the  feelings  of  the  Chamber.  It  is  not  courage,  but  conviction,  wbich 
acts  in  this  place;  tutd  in  France,  where  there  is  conviction,  courage  is  atnt 
wanting  to  ospresH  it.     [ Vei7  good;  very  good !] 

M.  Taillefbb.  I  require  that  the  bonurable  orator  take  back  bis expnwioD. 
[Yes,  jet;  order  1] 

PRKSinBNT  ScHN'KiDBR  (addressing  Hr.  Picard.)  I  b^g  of  jou  to  withdn« 
yoor  expniBaion. 

H.  Ernest  Picard.  I  appeal  to  the  whole  Chamber  to  admit,  with  me,  tbiL 
the  reeolution  to  be  taken  in  this  circnmetance  is  one  that  requires  a  certiin 
amount  of  courage.  [Denials  and  noise.] 

PfiBeiUBNT  ScHNBiDRR.  I  again  invite  Mr.  Picard  to  withdraw  an  expieuimi 
which  is  somewhat  offensive  to  the  Chamber. 

a.  Ernest  Ficabd.  I  withdraw  it  unhesitatingly.  I  am  Jiere  to  ditcn<-  i 
grave  question,  and  not  to  offend  the  Obamber. 

Prk&ident  Schnbidbb.  You  are  fully  aware,  Mr.  Picard,  that  yon  muci 
respect  the  convictions  of  your  colleagacB  if  you  wish  them  to  Aspect  yonr^ 
[Very  goodl] 

U.  Ernbst  Picard.  I  respect  them  fully,  and  have  jnst  given  proof  of  il. 

I  continue ;  You  see,  gentlemen,  in  what  manner  I  take  the  liberty  of  pknsj 
this  qneation  before  you.  It  is  clear  and  precise,  and  closely  conneetM  wilb 
the  gravest  intereeta  of  the  country,  and  your  most  imperious  duties.  I  ut. 
ibat  if  you  decide  to  vote  the  second  part  of  our  amendment,  which  mns  tlw: 
"In  conformity  with  the  declarations  of  the  government  we  await  the  retail  of 
our  troops,"  yoa  will  explicitly  express  your  wishes.  If,  however,  you  will  noi 
associate  yourselves  with  an  amendment  which  comes  from  onr  side,  ;oa  ud 
make  one  for  yourselves  which  will  express  the  same  idea.  By  so  doing  pa 
will,  in  my  estimation,  and  ^s  I  said  at  the  opening  of  this  debate,  render  tlie 
most  signal  service  to  the  government.  You  will  diBembarrasa  its  policr. 
When  it  has  been  decided  and  knowledged  in  the  French  Chamber  th«t  cur 
troops  can  return  with  honor,  without  detriment  to  any  one,  the  goveruaeiii 
then  will  no  longer  be  restrained  by  these  vain  and  ^otistical  reasons  whieli 
were  jnat  now  brought  forward,  but  will  be  able  to  fulfil  its  secret  desires,  mhI 
conBcientionsly  satisfy  its  political  conduct.     [Very  good  !  from  several  bencba. 

M.  Ernbst  Picard.  Can  you  do  it?  Yon  can  do  it  this  year;  you  conW 
have  done  it  better  last  year;  and  better  still  three  years  ago.  Tbeprcteiti.or. 
if  yon  like  it  better,  the  reasouB,  that  prevented  you  last  year,  tto  longer  evU 
It  was  asked,  with  whom  shall  we  treat  ?  And  tho  minister  of  state  n^M. 
"France  does  not  treat  with  her  enemies;  she  will  not  treat  with  Jnanz.  no' 
with  the  bands  behind  iTuarcz." 

One  word  npon  these  "bands;"  and,  in  order  that  I  may  not  be  told  thai  wt 
associate  our  idea,  which  we  do  not,  with  men  who  are  rightly  called  baodits— 
as  tbey  have  been  called  by  the  government  in  former  discussions! — I  iDqiiiie<^ 
the  emperor  ilnzimilian  and  his  ministers,  whose  conduct  in  this  respect  1  baaot. 
for,  in  this  sense,  they  have  inaugurated  a  liberal  policy — I  inquire  of  them- 
peror  Maximilian  and  bis  mioieterB,  in  what  manner  those  men  should  be  tresiri 
who  Btill  resist  tbe  new  government  of  Mexico?  The  minister  of  the  iutcwr. 
Mr.  Gonzalez  de  la  Vega,  expresses  himself  thus  in  a  drcular  referring  lo  tbAt^ 
persons  who  lay  down  their  arms :  "  His  Majesty  entertains  tbe  wannest  duirf^- 
and  makes  constant  exerliona,  to  obliterate  every  trace  of  the  diasenaioni  lb«l 
have  for  ao  long  a  period  deaolated  the  country,  and  to  renew  the  ties  of  brother- 
hood which  ought  to  unite  tbe  great  Mexican  family.  He  cannot,  iherffore,e« 
with  indifference  that  when  certain  persons  arc  spoken  of,  odious  qusliGealioD.'' 
are  used  which  arc  in  disunion  with  his  policy  and  his  conciliatory  sentimeDi.'- 
With  this  object  in  view  his  majesty  in  the  decree  of  the  Gth  insunt,  wbrrein 
he  calla  around  him  all  those  who  have  opposed  or  Btill  oppoae  bis  gorcnincDl 
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witliont  being  otherwiu  criminal,  hae  avoided  the  use  of  the  ezpreesion  mduHo" 
(pardon.)  Sacfa,  gentlemen,  is  tbe  way  they  think  in  Mexico;  I  am  cunvinced 
our  soldiers  think  tho  iame,  not  fearing  to  honor  those  with  whom  thej  have 
fought.  I  say,  therefore,  that  the  miniRter  appears  to  me  to  exaggerate  when  he 
solemnly  declanw  to  this  tribunal  that  it  was  impossible  to  treat  with  Juarez  ; 
but  this  is  no  longer  the  question.  And  when  he  said  it  wis  impossible  to  treat 
with  Almonte,  who  was  merely  a  provisionary  chief,  although  installed  by  the 
French  government  itself,  I  reply,  that  although  this  may  have  been  a  reason,  a 
flpecioDs  one,  this  reason  no  longer  exists.  Tho  Archduke  Maximilian  is  now  on 
the  throne;  he  is  seated  there  in  virtue  of  a  universal  suffrage,  very  restricted 
certainly,  and  especially  by  the  vote  of  the  assembly  of  nobles.  And  here — I 
trast  the  government  will  permit  me  to  speak  it  oat— arises  au  invincible  di- 
leniina.  If  votes  must  be  sought  for  in  the  recesses  of  the  mountains,  by  the 
edge  of  the  sword,  these  votes  are  no  longer  free,  and  we  would  prefer  uot  to 
have  the  guarantee  of  universal  saffrage  if  it  must  be  so  obtained. 

The  emperor  Maximilian  is,  I  assert,  sufficieutly  firm  upon  his  throne  to  permit 
the  recall  of  the  French  from  Mexico.  Ijast  year  you  said  it  could  not  be,  as 
he  was  not  then  installed.  Now  he  is;  ovations  you  tell  db  accompany  him  on 
every  side.  The  pacification  is  effected ;  you  youraetves  declare  this  fact  to 
us ;  you  withhold  from  ua  documents  that  give  a  contrary  statement,  and  I  thank 
yon  for  withholding  them,  if  it  obliges  you  to  declare  from  the  tribune  where 
you  stand,  "  The  emperor  Maximilian  is  «n  the  throne  of  Mexico  ;  and,  as  I 
intbrmed  you  last  year,  we  have  entered  into  no  engagement  to  sustain  him 
there ;  there  is  no  necessity  of  our  sending  out  our  French  soldiers  under  a 
foreign  flag,  and  we  may  now  stipulate  with  Maximilian  for  the  return  of  our 
troops."  In  such  a  case,  I  withdraw  my  amendment,  and  thank  the  govern- 
meat  for  having  performed  an  act  of  sound  policy  and  true  patriotism. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  I  must  beg  you  to  note  that  whatever  seeming  irritstion 
there  may  have  been  in  our  debate.  I  have  carefully  abstained,  throughout  tbe 
perplexing  circumstances  which  surround  our  heavy  task  of  duty,  from  saying 
a  word  about  these  threatening  contingencies  which  hang  over  the  question,  and 
of  which  yon  are  perfectly  cognizant.  [Murmurs.]  Ou  the  other  hand,  you 
must  Judge  whether  it  comports  with  it,  comports  with  a  true  and  judicious  pol- 
icy to  keep  thirty  or  forty  thousand  French  troops  and  a  portion  of  our  neet 
engaged  for  years  in  tbe  Mexican  expedition,  three  thousand  leagues  distant 
from  the  war  we  are  actually  carrying  on  in  Algeria,  la  it  a  sound  policy  ?  Is 
it  a  patriotic  policy  ]  Is  it  a  policy  which  a  French  Chamber  can  accept  i  No  ! 
a  thousand  times  no  I 

They  did  not  dare  to  present  it  to  you  in  this  light  when  they  drew  you  into 
this  expedition ;  and  cau  I  forget  that  you  constitute  to-day  the  sovereign  ex- 
pression of  tbe  will  of  tbe  nntion  ?  that  when  you  speiik,  if  you  do  speak,  all, 
and  the  government  before  al),  are  bound  to  obey  1  X  conjure  yuu,  in  the  name 
of  French  interests,  to  speak,  nnd  to  protect  the  government  itself,  and,  above 
all)  France.     [Expreasiooa  of  warm  approbation  around  the  apeoker.J 

PRBSIDUNT  Si:h^kidbr.     The  minister  of  state  has  tbe  floor. 

His  excellency  Mr.  Rouher,  secretary  of  state.  Grentlemen :  Government 
does  not  ask  you  for  a  vote  of  trust ;  still  kss  does  it  demand  of  you  a  vnte  of 
complaisance  which  you  would  not  grant  It  asks  for  your  sincere,  enlightened, 
and  free  judgment  on  the  afiairs  of  Mexico,  [very  good;J  and,  in  order  to  aid 
you  in  forming  an  opinion,  it  is  its  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  facts,  and  of  its 
convictions  coucemiiig  them. 

And  first,  I  meet  in  the  Hon.  Mr.  Picard's  discussion  a  reproach  wliich  I 
could  in  nowise  expect.  The  government,  says  he,  makes  silence  around  tbo 
Mexican  question ;  it  produces  no  documents,  no  papers  in  the  debate;  it  shows 
itself  unwilling  to  give  any  information,  and  thus  compels  the  oppositioa  to 
discuss  tbe  qnestion  at  a  great  disadvantage. 

"  '*"■  „,„„.„,Go(iglc 
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What!  gentlemen,  hie  ihe  bAnee,  hss  the  conntry,  Temamed  ignonnt  of  tbe 
events  coocerniag  Mexico!  Hsb  not  all  possible  information  been  given  to 
public  opinion,  nod  to  tlie  mcmben  of  ihie  wscmbly  T  Ev^iy  forioigfat,  at  tbe 
arrivAl  of  every  mail,  either  in  England  or  in  France,  the  Honitenr  pnblubm 
with  moet  acnipalone  fidelity  every  military,  political,  or  administntive  infonn- 
alion  relating  to  the  Mexican  qneetioa.  Yon  can  examine  all  these  dom- 
menta ;  I  know  of  no  omipsion,  nor  of  any  interraption  in  them,  for,  W  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  declare  to  the  boase,  vhen  I  viehed  to  Infbnn  myself  concern- 
ing the  events  which  have  taken  place  in  Mexico  aince  last  year  I  merely  and 
simply  read  the  Monitenr.  Tiins  the  reproach  addressed  to  govemmcDt  by  tbe 
Hon.  M.  Picard  is  utterly  nnfonnded. 

Let  ra  now  examine  rapidly  what  Mexico  was  before,  and  what  it  has  become 
since,  the  emperor  Maximilian  ascended  the  throne ;  what  the  present  poehion 
ip,  and  what  dnties  that  position  entails  apoii  ns.  Let  na  consider  at  ones,  n 
did  the  Hon.  M.  Picard,  tbe  p^grapb  in  your  address,  and  the  amendment  to 
it  proposed  by  the  opposition. 

Mexico,  prior  to  the  P'rencb  intervention,  (and  all  agree  on  this  point,)  was  * 
prey  to  the  most  deplorable  anarchy.  For  fifty  years  it  bad  uude^one  all  tbe 
sufferings  entailed  by  prolonged  revolution  ;  governments  succeeded  each  oAa 
with  the  most  marked  want  of  stability ;  civil  war  reigned  in  central  Htxkfi, 
and  in  a  lai^  portion  of  tbe  south.  The  northern  provinces  bad  Uirown  offtbt 
yoke  of  all  authority,  the  governors  having  long  since  declared  their  indeptnd- 

llierc  existed  in  that  unfortunate  conntry  a  sad  contrast  between  the  rielitt 
with  which  God  has  endowed  it,  and  the  disordered  rule  of  the  leading  clasm 
which  govern  it.  As  was  said  yesterday  by  the  honorable  M.  Corta,  labor,  tlie 
love  of  order,  and  patriotism,  had  no  longer  a  borne  there ;  but  among  the  lon;- 
oppressed  Indian  population,  agriculture,  indnatry,  and  commerce  had  no  seta- 
rity  of  existence  or  of  dnration ;  labor  no  future  to  look  to.  And  this  dismdcr 
did  not  injure  the  natives  only ;  it  reached  all  foreigners  who  had  come  to  briif 
their  activity  and  their  industry  into  tbe  various  parts  of  Mexico. 

Such  is  the  origin  of  the  resolution  taken  by  three  great  nationa  to  avenge 
the  iojnries  received  by  their  countrymen,  and  the  outrages  to  which  they  had 
been  subjected.     Such  was  the  condition  of  Mexico. 

What  has  it  become  since  the  French  intervention  ?  What  has  it  beconK 
since  the  emperor  Maximilian  ascended  the  throne  to  which  he  waa  called  by 
a  regular,  nuiveral  suffrage,  whose  votes  were  presented  to  him  when  he  tMttftei 
the  crown  }     What  has  it  become  since  f 

But,  first,  let  na  ask,  at  this  moment,  when  that  question  is  proponnded  to 
us,  how  long  a  time  has  there  elapsed  to  justify  a  demand  for  the  abecdnlc 
pacitication  of  Mexico  1 

The  emperor  Maximilian  baa  hardly  been  ten  months  in  possession  of  the 
Mexican  empire  and  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  we  are  already  aaked  to  g^ve  a 
Strict  account  of  all  the  events  which  may  have  taken  place  ! 

Well,  let  ns  look  at  tbe  ^ts. 

French  intervention  has  procured  a  durable  peace  to  the  central  part  of 
Mexico ;  but  a  large  portion  of  the  country  had  not  yet  been  embraced  by  ths 
operations  of  onr  troops.  All  the  northern  provinces  and  part  of  the  south  aloac 
the  Pacific  coast  were  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  advcrsarie*  of  the  empii«.  and 
that  for  the  reason  given  s  moment  ago  hy  the  honorable  Mr.  Oorta.  The  ficdenl 
system  had  divided  the  country  into  almost  entirely  independent  provineee: 
each  governor  has  his  own  administration,  his  own  justice  his  own  army,  hb 
own  finances ;  paid  and  equipped  his  troops  and  had  an  anenal  ot  his  own  at 
the  seat  of  his  government. 

Thus  there  was  no  centralization  of  the  administrative  powers,  but  a  complete 
dispersion  of  all  authority,  and  even  of  financial  resources,  for  the  ga-rtraoa 
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IatM  taxes,  but  veiy  Beldom  did  U17  portion  of  them  reach  the  handa  of  the 
central  adminifllration  at  Mexico. 

The  emperor  of  Mexico  had,  therefore,  a  two-fold  mitBion  to  fulfil.  He  had 
first  to  reorganize  the  adminiHtration  and  government  in  the  parts  of  the  conntry 
which  were  pacified ;  he  had  the  difficult  tack  of  ateeriug  clear  of  the  pueiona 
of  the  contending  parties,  avoiding  the  exagre ration p  of  the  clerical  parly  as' 
well  M  tJie  fiery  demands  of  the  party  cdled  liberal  in  Mexico. 

He  had,  besides,  to  organize  in  the  midst  of  these  factions  a  new  party,  at 
once  conservative  and  libemt,  which  should  avoid  all  the  above-mentioned 
obstacles. 

It  is,  undeniably,  a  difficult  task  that  of  reoi^ianising  all  this  complicated 
administrative  and  governmental  machinery  which,  in  the  Old  World,  we  can 
Mlablish  only  with  a  great  deal  of  time  and  patience,  and  which  we  have  per- 
fected, but  after  paying  ofVen  veiy  drar  for  «ar  mistakes. 

He  had  at  the  same  time  to  estahliah  his  avthority  in  the  more  remote  parts 
of  his  empire,  to  overcome  the  inflnehce  of  Janrez,  and  to  counteract  the  efforts 
of  his  party  and  of  the  govemont,  who  cnudidered  theraeelvea  independent 

What  has  he  accomplished,  gentlemen  1  He  inaugurated  his  administration 
1^  ft  general  amnesty,  thus  nrgiug  the  country  to  qnict,  to  peacefulness,  and 
aeekiag  to  lead  the  people  to  ideas  of  order  and  those  of  the  government  Then 
be  convened,  as  you  were  informed  by  Mr.  Gorta,  all  the  most  enlightened  and 
eminent  men  of  the  city  of  Mexico  and  of  the  provinces,  withunt  distinction  of 
parties,  and  without  inquiring  into  the  part  played  by  them  in  fonner  political 
events,  and  he  intmsted  them  with  the  task  of  inquiring  into  the  questions  of 
finances  and  that  of  the  organisation  of  the  army. 

Finally,  in  order  not  to  act  too  precipitately  in  anything  in  this  conntiy,  ren- 
dered  tore  by  revolutions,  he  went  himself  into  the  provinces,  visited  the  prin- 
cipal cities,  inquired  into  the  tendencies,  the  ideas,  cUBtoms,  liopes  of  the  people, 
thus  gathering  all  the  information  which  could  be  useihl  to  him  in  the  difficult 
art  of  governing  a  nation. 

After  his  return  to  Mexico,  making  up  his  mind  at  once,  he  resolved  all  the 
qaestiona  which  had  to  be  disposed  of,  and  determined  ".he  administrative  course 
of  the  prefects  of  the  empire  by  iastmction  worthy  of  the  homage  they  received 
yeaterday. 

He  has  organized  a  council  of  state;  he  has  restored  justice — that  justice  so 
endangered  in  Alexico  has  been  by  him  established  on  a  firm  basis,  which  guards 
at  once  its  learning  and  its  liberties.  And  this  was  doing  no  little,  gentlemen, 
The  administration  of  justice  in  a  country  is  more  than  a  governmental  ques- 
tion. It  is  ■  social  question  ;  for  it  is  in  the  administration  of  justice  we  find 
the  most  solid  basis  of  the  fntnre  and  grandeur  of  a  nation.  [Marks  of  appro- 
bation.] 

When  this  was  done  he  inquired  into  all  the  questions  which  related  to  the 
increase  of  the  public  wealth.  He  sought  to  give  the  strongest  possible  tmpnlse 
to  enterprises  facilitating  the  means  of  communication  hetween  the  various  parts 
of  the  country. 

In  these  efforts  did  he  meet  with  general  confidence  f  Has  he  enlisted  the 
sympathies  of  Europe]  Have  no  manifestations  occurred  aionnd  him  of  a 
nature  to  prove  that  his  empire  is  already  firmly  established,  and  offers  most 
sati^ctory  guarantees  to  public  opinion? 
«  I  consider  the  movement  which  has  taken  place  dnring  these  nine  months  of 
tbe  events  of  which  I  have  to  give  an  account  to  the  Chamber.  This  movement 
has  been  as  follows : 

The  customs  of  Vera  Cruz  and  of  the  other  ports  of  the  empire  have  con- 
aiderably  increased.  The  English,  who  showed  themselves  very  suspicious  at 
the  time  of  the  loan,  have  gained  confidence,  and  the  great  railway,  wnich  is  to 
oonnect  Vera  Cmz  and  Mexico,  has  beoi  conceded  to  on  English  company,  who 


628  CONOITIOH  OF  AFFi-IBS  IS  MEXICO. 

will  fal61  the  contract  entered  into  by  tbc  firm  of  Eacenda  aud  tlie  ^Temment 
of  Jaarez 

Tbis  is  not  all.  Variona  companies  are  being  organized  in  ]tIexico;  tbe 
Gaanajuato  and  Guadalajara  railwaya,  wbicb  are  to  connect  tbe  principal  cities 
of  the  empire,  have  been  conceded;  the  mines  of  Duranfo,  including  both  the 
old  lodes  and  newly -discovered  ones,  are  being  worked  hy  mining  companiet; 
science  and  epeculation  have  joined  hands  to  aid  in  developing  the  resources  of 
the  coantry.  Beaidcs  the  gold  and  ailver  mines  it  poesesees,  there  have  been 
discovered  iron  and  coal  mines  and  petroleum  lands,  all  of  which  are  about  to 
be  worked. 

Something  more  was  needed.  Commnnications  had  to  be  establisbed  between 
the  ports  of  the.  two  seas  which  eurronnd  Mexico.  A  company  was  organized 
for  tills  purpose,  and  now  a  line  of  steamers  ply  between  the  ports  of  both  seas, 
iuBuring  rapid  communications  along  the  coasts  of  the  Mexican  empire. 

On  the  other  hand,  gentlemen,  toe  emigration  movement  spoken  of  by  the 
honorable  M.  Corta  has  received  a  commencemeDt  of  execution.  1  read  in  the 
Moniteur  that  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  province  of  Zacatecas  are  being  ofiered 
to  European  immigrants. 

Finally,  as  a  last  evidence  of  the  progress  making  in  Mexico,  and  a  dmM 
promieiug  symptom  for  the  Mexican  empire,  is  the  formation  with  French  capital 
of  a  national  Uexican  bank,  which  will  soon  organize  the  commercial  credit  of 
Mexico. 

Such  results  obtained  in  a  new  country,  iu  a  country  which  is  but  now  attain- 
ing'Bocial  existence,  developing  for  the  first  time  its  resources  and  powers,  wonid 
he  eesentially  wortJiy  of  attention  and  admiration. 

How,  then,  shall  you  consider  them  when  they  are  realized  in  a  coantiy  m 
long  a  prey  to  civil  war,  still  restive  and  disturbed,  and  of  which  a  large  portion 
was  still  a  short  time  ago  in  the  faande  of  the  enemy  we  were  fighting? 

One  word  about  military  expeditions. 

The  houorable  M.  Picard  bos  said  that  these  military  expeditii'ua  were  niid»- 
taken  under  circumstances  rendering  them  at  once  unreasonable  aud  nseless. 

But  which  were  the  prov bees  where  Juarez  had  sought  shelter  1  Where  was 
be  still  ruling  1  What  resources  was  ho  availing  himself  of  to  organize  tbe 
"corps  d'armfie"  which  we  had  to  conquer?  He  had  taken  refuge  in  the  State 
of  Durango,  and  thence  ruled  over  the  States  of  Xaevo  Leon,  Ooabuila,  Tamau- 
lipas,  Cliihnahua,  and  Sonora. 

He  drew  his  supplies  from  tbe  port  of  Katamoraa,  situated  on  the  American 
frontier,  and  from  various  ports  un  the  Pacific.  Was  it  n'asonable,  waa  it  po»- 
sible  for  the  emperor  Maximilian  to  let  this  opposition  increase,  fed  by  the 
Mexican  customs,  which  he  had  a  right  to  rely  upon  collecting  ? 

Under  these  circumstances  was  the  expedition  undertaken,  and  now  repFoacbea 
only  are  addressed  to  the  brave  troops  who  courageously  marched  from  victory 
to  victory  tbroagh  the  immense  territory  they  had  to  cross.  [Very  good,  very 
good.] 

A  VoiCK.  We  did  not  blame  our  soldiers. 

The  Sbcbeta  ry  op  State,  You  did  not  blame  the  soldiers,  but  yon  blamed 
tbe  eminent  officer  who,  in  order  to  insure  the  complet-on  of  oar  nudertaktng, 
and  to  hasten  tbe  return  of  our  troops,  undertook  these  expeditions ;  led  by 
political  considerations,  you  blamed  the  eminent  chief  who  planned  these  far-off 
expeditions,  and  you  sought  to  make  government  contradict  itself.  f 

A  VoiCB  ON  TUR  LBKT.  It  Is  tbe  system. 

The  Sbcretaky  op  State.  Yes,  our  troops,  commanded  by  Marshal  Baxaioe, 
took  possession  successively  of  Durango  and  Monterey,  then  strengthened  by 
Mexican  troops,  and,  assisted  by  our  nary,  they  seized  Matamoras,  and  tbos 
dried  up  the  source  of  Juarez's  supplies,  which  he  used  against  ns.  They  did 
not  stop  there.     Marshal  Bazaine  sent  General  Couay  into  the  Stftte  of  Juiseo 
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and  gave  him  tbe  charge  of  flubjecting  the«e  EigiUted  provincea ;  then  advancing 
toward  the  regions  alnog  the  Pacific  coast,  we  brought  tiiem  all  uuder  the  rule 
of  the  emperor  Maximilian. 

We  have  been  to  Acapnico,  to  Tepic,  to  San  Biae,  to  Mazatlan  ;  perhaps  we 
are  at  preeent  od  our  wa^  towards  Goaymas,  the  most  important  port  of  Sonera. 
Everywhere  did  we  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  French  flag,  or  rather  of  the 
Mexican  flag,  wbo^e  defenders  we  were.  [Very  good,  very  good.]  A  worthy 
crowning  of  these  great  undertakings  was  the  unconditional  surrender  of  Oajaca, 
of  its  governor,  Porflrio  Diaz,  and  of  the  four  thousand  men  of  hie  command. 

Now,  gentlemen,  that  odi  conduct  has  been  explained,  and  a  condensed  ac- 
count of  our  operations  ptescnted,  what  criticisms  are  made  against  us  ? 

If  I  uiderstand  the  Hon.  AI.  Picard  correctly  he  brings  two  principal  accusa- 
tions against  us  :  an  overweening  confidence  in  the  resources  of  Mexico,  and  a 
breach  of  promise. 

We  would  allow  the  Mexican  government  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  our  market 
irhen  Mexican  finances,  according  to  hie  opinion,  do  not  present  sufficient  guar* 
antee. 

We  bad  promised  to  withdraw  the  troops  at  the  end  of  the  year  1864,  and 
we  violated  that  promise. 

As  regards  Mexican  finances,  gentlemen,  did  not  the  information  imparted  by 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Corta  fully  satisfy  the  house  concerning  the  Teaourcea  of  that 
coontry  ?    [Yes,  yes.J 

The  Hon.  M.  Picard  got  hold  of  I  know  not  what  kind  of  statistical  tables, 
which  be  showed  the  house  from  a  distance,  and  which  be  finds,  says  he,  con- 
tradict tbe  statements  made  by  the  Hon.  M.  Corta,  statementa  taken  from  a 
former  minister  of  finances  in  Mexico. 

Did  the  Hon.  M.  Corta,  in  order  to  convince  you,  merely  give  yon  the  indi- 
cations of  some  writer  or  other?  Did  henotanalyze  the  position  of  the  Mexican 
empire  under  Spanish  rule,  afterwards  as  a  republic,  and  again  after  the  United 
States  had  taken  possoesion  of  itT  Did  he  not  follow  np  the  question  in  the 
most  thorough  manner,  proving  that  as  far  back  as  1804  the  resources  of  Mexico 
represented  one  hundred  millions  of  taxes,  of  which  fifty  millions — the  figures 
are  due  to  M.  de  Humboldt — were  handed  over  to  the  Spanish  authorities,  who 
nsed  part  of  it  for  the  colony  and  sent  the  other  part  to  the  mother  country  ? 
This  is  also  confirmed  from  other  sources. 

In  1846  the  Americans  bad  possession  of  all  the  Mexican  ports  ;  tbcy  could 
collect  the  Mexican  customs  for  their  own  use.  How  much  do  the  documents 
of  that  time  value  them  ?  At  eighty  to  ninety  millions  ;  the  very  figures  men- 
tioned by  tbe  Hon.  M.  Corta. 

There  was  less  contraband  and  fewer  Trauda  going  on  then.  Tbe  Americans 
managed  the  customs  in  a  way  which  gave  the  best  guarantee  in  that  respuct. 

These  figures  were  but  the  rough  product,  I  know.  But  Mexican  budgets 
are  made  as  we  make  them  in  Frunce.  In  the  budget  of  expenses  figure  the 
expenses  for  the  admiuietration  and  collecting  of  customs,  while  the  rough 
amount  derived  from  them  figures  in  tbe  budget  of  receipts. 

It  was,  therefore,  natural  for  tbe  Hon.  U.  Corta,  when  counting  np  tbe  re- 
sources, to  put  down  the  receipts  at  eighty  to  ninety  millions,  expressing  tbe 
hope  of  seeing  these  figures  increase,  indicating,  as  he  did,  that  the  entire 
bndget,  including  the  interests  on  the  state  debt,  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  and 
fifty  nultione.  He  then  counted  up  all  the  resources  which  n^venue,  taxes  and 
the  tobacco  monopoly  would  give  Mexico,  and  said  there  was  a  wide  margin  of 
resources  and  securities  which  Mexico  could  rely  upon  and  give  in  pledge  to 
Eniope. 

Gentlemen,  permit  me  to  offer  you  a  consideration  wbicb  will  make  tbe  house 
trust  in  the  vitality  and  powers  of  that  country. 


oy  Go  Ogle 
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Do  Ton  thiok  that,  during  the  civil  war,  enormons  contribntione  wen  not 
leried  by  the  contendiag  goTemmeDtBl 

Some  daya  ago  T  questioned  an  honorable  general  rewntly  returned  from 
Mexico,  and  asked  hint  what  he  thought  of  the  reeonrcea  of  Lhst  large  enpire. 
"That  country,"  answered  be,  "haa  paid  three  hundred  millions  taxes  dniiiff 
fifty  years;  dnriog  fifty  years  the  irregular  govemnients  existing  there  leried 
on  Indian  labor,  on  Indian  produce,  and  on  the  goods  jiassing  through  the  ew- 
tom-hoaae,  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  millions.  How,  dien,  can  any  one 
pretend  to  fear  legt  when  order,  prosperity,  and  liberty  are  restored,  and  develop 
all  these  magnificent  natnral  resources,  it  should  uot  be  possible  to  levy  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  taxes  t" 

Have  no  feara,  gentlemen ;  tbe  impulse  given  by  the  emperor  MaxinSiu 
will  iuBure  the  laatiug  prosperity  of  die  financea  of  the  Mexican  empire,  and 
give  andoubted  securitiea  to  those  who  shall  lend  it  their  money.  |Api»t>b»- 
tion.]  There  can  besides,  in  this  case,  be  no  direct  or  moral  reaponeibility  at- 
taching to  the  French  government.  France  does  not  iuteriere,  and  gives  no 
direct  or  indirect  guarantee  on  the  question  of  the  Mexican  loan.  We  iniom 
public  opinion  of  facta  which  we  believe  to  be  true.  We  publish  them  in  fhll, 
and  in  all  sincerity,  and  it  is  for  tbe  pablic  to  jndge.     [Approbation.) 

M.  JuLBS  LB  Favkb.    What  means  of  verification  has  tlie  public? 

Thb  Sbcbbtary  of  Statb.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Jules  Favre  asks  me  whit 
meauB  of  verification  the  public  possesses  1  I  will  lell  him.  These  menns  an 
the  capitalists  who  will  give  their  money,  and  who  know  their  own  inteteet 
full  as  well  as  yon  do 

Skvkual  Voicbr.    They  know  it  much  better. 

Thb  Sbcrbtary  of  State who  do  not  risk  their  money  in  operatiaw 

which  they  consider  unsafe ;  who  examine,  question,  inqnire,  hunt  up  infonu- 
tion,  and  tiave  all  the  le^timate  cantion  of  capital,  which  dislikes  ventaioa  and 
risks.     [Adheeion  ] 

M.  Ernest  Ficard.  The  subscribers  to  the  first  loan  have  already  hid 
twenty  per  cent.,  and  now  you  talk  of  a  second.     [Intemption.J 

Thb  PREfiiDBNT.  I  beg  the  Hon.  M.  Picord  not  to  interrupt  the  epeakn. 
He  has  expressed  in  tbe  house  many  ideas  which  certainly  conflicted  with  tht 
views  of  large  numbers  of  his  colleaguea. 

Several  Voices.    Yea,  yea. 

The  President.  It  was  then  his  right;  now  it  is  his  duty  to  listen  to  oon- 
tradiction.     [Approbation.] 

Thb  Sbcrbtary  of  State.  Yon  are  concerned  about  the  future  loan ;  and. 
certainly,  if  the  money-holdera  who  to-morrow  shall  read  your  speech  believe 
in  your  assertiona,  they  will  be  in  no  hurry  to  advance  their  money ;  and  if 
they  sought  your  legal  advice,  yon  would  counsel  them  against  it     [LangfalM.] 

Well,  I  want  to  quiet  your  fears — to  restore  your  confidence  ;  do  not  worry; 
the  loan  is  aubacribed.  At  this  moment,  while  I  am  speaking,  it  ia  eigned  by 
the  most  important  firms  in  France  and  England,  [Applanse.)  I  received  the 
news  as  I  was  entering  the  house.  This  mistrust,  these  criticisms  against  tbt 
most  vital  iutereats  of  the  country,  comiug  tram  nnknown  sources,  p.nd  seeking 
to  sow  disquietude  and  fears,  will  not  be  Ustened  to,  and  it  is  what  they  de- 
serve.    [Renewed  applauBe.j 

We  mast  then  lay  by  all  the  allegattous  laboriously  collected  and  bron^t  for- 
ward by  M.  Picord.  The  question  has  been  analyzed  and  atudted  by  those  wko 
have  the  roost  direct  interest  in  it;  and  they  have  decided  to  put  their  money 
into  the  undertaking. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  a  reproach  which  has  tJinched  me  more  deeply,  both  sa  a 
man  and  as  a  representative  of  the  government.  The  bouse  has  been  told  that 
statements  made  to  the  con)s  legislatif,  that  engagements  entered  into,  had  been 
disregarded  and  broken.    It  hoe  been  claimed  that  we  promised  last  year  to  end 
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the  expeditian  in  1864,  unci  to  bring  bock  all  aur  troops  to  France,  llie  con- 
vention of  Miramar  hu  been  diatrated  to  find  in  it  I  know  not  what  contradietioDB 
between  its  BtipnUtioiu  and  tbose  made  in  January.  Is  tbis  the  first  time  this 
convention  is  brouglit  to  the  notice  of  the  house  1  Has  it  not  been  discussed 
here  I  After  the  10th  of  April,  whdn  it  was  concluded,  was  it  not  dii>cuBsed, 
criticised,  and  examined  hy  all  the  members  of  the  corps  legislatif  ?  Has  not 
every  point  in  it  been  fally  and  freely  canvassed  1  Who,  then,  msintAins  that 
that  convention  contradicted  the  declarations  of  government?  What  did  we 
say  in  Jannsry,  18641  "  Government  had  declared  that  it  would  not  gnarantee 
the  loan  which  the  emperor  of  Mexico  was  wishing  to  contract;  "  and  alau  that 
the  French  troops  would  not  remain  an  indefinite  tin^e  in  the  service  of  the 
Mexican  government;  that  the  length  of  their  stay  in  Mexico  would  be  regu- 
lated by  the  requitements  of  the  interests  which  had  called  us  there  and  which 
Tve  were  to  defend 

Jn  January  we  simply  expressed  a  wish  with  regard  to  the  return  to  France 
of  part  of  our  troops.  It  is  only  in  May  that  we  went  further,  and  named  the 
nnmber;  we  said  we  thought  it  poiiaible  we  might  recall  as  many  as  I0,000men. 

Such  is  the  engagement  we  bad  taken,  and  the  budget  recently  gave  it  the 
fullest  confirmatioD.  Yon  can  examine  the  figures  which  wsre  submitted  to 
yon,  and  you  will  find  a  very  large  reduction  in  the  expenses  resulting  from  the 
reduction  of  our  army  in  Mexico. 

Troops  have  returned.  It  is  true  that  up  to  January,  1865,  they  numbered 
but  7,000  to  8,000  men,  Marsha!  Bnzaine  having  retained  a  regiment  of  zouaves 
for  hia  operations  against  Oxjaca  But  two  days  ago  we  received  from  Marshal 
Bazauie  iDformatioo  that  this  regiment  was  on  thp  point  of  embarking  for 
France;  and,  as  became  an  intelligent  statesman,  and  a  general  desirous  of 
fulfilling  the  promises  made  by  bis  government — 

"  I  hope  to  fulfil  the  engagement  taken  by  the  secretary  of  slate  towards  the 
corps  legislatif.  I  shall  be  the  faithful  guardian  of  the  promises  he  has  made. 
My  eEForts  in  rapidly  carrying  our  arms  to  the  various  parts  of  the  territory, 
north  and  south,  of  the  Mexican  empire  were  but  the  means  to  hasten  the  mo- 
loent  of  our  departure,  and  of  realizing  the  hopes  conceived  in,  and  the  promises 
made  to,  the  corps  legislatif"  [Approbation.]  Any  talk  about  breach  of 
promises,  engagements  set  at  naught,  is,  therefore,  the  result  of  a  profound 
urror,  and  this  discussion  can  only  leave  the  regret  that  there  should  be  persons 
so  ready  to  doubt  the  word  of  a  loyal  government  and  the  promises  it  makes  to 
A  bouse  which  it  respects.     [ Appro t>ation.] 

But  there  is  a  black  spot  on  our  horizon.  Some  point  to  it  and  show  it  to  us. 
They  do  not  appeal  to  our  fears,  but  they  give  us  the  friiindly  advice  of  hiisten- 
ing  the  return  of  our  troops  if  we  wish  to  escape  the  attack  of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen,  tbis  question  cannot  be  permitted  to  remain  hidden  in  the  semi- 
obscnrity  where  it  was  left  by  the  Hon.  M.  Ficard,  who  in  this  followed  the 
example  of  the  Hon.  Jules  Favre,  We  must  fathom  the  question ;  w^)  must 
know  what  the  danger  is  with  which  we  are  threatened.  If  it  is  a  serious  dan- 
ger we  should  discuss  and  encounter  it  like  men ;  if  it  is  not,  we  should  learn 
to  despise  iL     [Approbation.] 

What  event*,  then,  gentlemen,  can,  in  the  United  States,  have  revorsei  the 
very  reassuring  declarations  I  read  to  you  last  year  from  this  same  tribune  1 
What  has  happened  to  justify  these  fears  and  anxiety  t 

I  know  that  around  that  Mexican  question  swarm  intrigues  of  which,  every 
day,  I  discover  some  threads.  I  know  that  from  the  Mexican  provinces  bor* 
dering  on  the  United  States  there  come  every  day  encouragements  to  an  im- 
practicable plan  of  a  war  between  the  American  republic  nnd  Mcxica.  I  know 
that  these  intrigues  are  felt  over  in  Uuropa,  and  even  in  France. 

A  fortnight  ago  I  read  in  a  foreign  journal  a  most  frightful  description  of  oar 
position  in  Mexico ;  and  I  found  the  same  article  published  simultaneously  in 
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fifteen  newspapers  in  various  parts  of  Europe.  There  is  evidently  Mmeirbere— 
I  do  not  knoir  wbere,  and  I  accnee  no  one — a  centre  whence  people  try  to  eo- 
courage  bad  feelings,  and  to  propagate  etroneuns  appreciations  of  oat  Meiinn 

la  this  anything  new  to  you  f  Did  not  fome  of  you  yesterday  hand  at 
something  claiming  to  be  a  proclamation  of  Juarez,  and  coming  not  fiom  hie 
actual  reaideace  in  Mexico,  but  from  Florence,  [laughter,]  and  distributed  on 
the  eve  of  the  discussion  to  all  the  members  of  the  corpp  legislatif  1  [Kenevtid 
laughter.] 

I  should  not  bave  mentioned  the^c  incidents  had  not  U.  Ficard  seen  fit  to  ukt 
hold  of  that  anonymous  document,  unsigned,  which  has  not  even  the  merit  nf 
being  written  In  Frencn,  and  which  he  repreeents  as  a  protest  of  tlie  French 
Bubeuribers  to  the  Mexican  loan.  What  doea  he  know  about  it  ?  What  guir- 
antee  can  be  give  concerning  that  work — its  authorship,  its  origin,  its  lim! 
And  if  be  can  give  ns  none,  why  did  he  give  it  the  honor  of  publicity  before  the 
corps  legialatif  { 

ii.  E.  PiCABD.  I  merely  took  from  that  book  a  few  qneationa  which  it  pro- 
ponoded. 

Thb  Sbcrbtarv  of  Statb.  Gentlemen,  what  occurred  in  America  resnnbln 
very  much  what  is  going  on  in  France  with  regard  to  the  Mexican  qaesiinn. 
The  press  propagatt'd  tbe  rumor  that  the  French  government  wanted  to  nuke  a 
colony  of  Sonova  and  Chihuahua,  two  provinces  almost  as  large  as  France,  ud 
to  work  the  mines  which  abound  there.  Hence  a  great  uproar  in  Atnerio. 
What !  said  they,  will  France,  not  PRiiefied  with  obtaining  redress  for  her  giier- 
ances,  and  aiding  in  eelablishing  in  Mexico  tbe  imperial  government  of  Archduhe 
Maximilian,  attempt  now  to  establish  a  colony  in  provinces  which  border  od  ou 
own  country  1     Thiit  reijuires  looking  sharply  after. 

Next  came  other  aceuealions.  Tbey  said  in  America  that  we  wanted  ic 
violate  the  promised  neutrality ;  we  had  given  to  southern  ships  of  war  privilegw 
which  we  refused  to  northern  vessels  ;  our  intention  was  not  only  to  violate  our 
neutrality  on  small  poinia,  hut  even  to  interfere  by  fi>rce  in  the  conflict  belwetn 
North  and  South.  All  this  baa  been  publisbed  in  America.  Yes,  we  were  going 
to  interfere  id  tbis  terrible  war.  and  on  the  side  of  tbe  South. 

This  created  some  eicitimeiit.  In  answer  to  this  supposed  throat  of  inler- 
veutiou  wc  were  threatened  in  turn  with  intervention  in  Mexico.  To  jnHiff 
auch  a  proceeding  tbe  Monroe  doctriue  was  quoted.  They  said  that  vim 
pence  was  made  wirh  tbe  Soiiili  it  would  then  be  the  proper  time  to  attack  ibe 
Mexican  empire.  Wbat  did  all  ibis  excitement  lead  to  1  To  two  incidents  in 
the  House  of  Kcpresentatives  and  in  tbe  Senate  at  Washington.  The  orator 
who  last  year  presented  a  resolution  relating  to  Mexico  repeated  bis  motion.  It 
was  at  first  rejected,  tlien  adopted  two  days  afterwards.  Thia  reaolntion  IuhI 
no  direct  bearing  on  the  Mexican  question.  ltd  olijtct  was  to  contradict  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  aeward  and  I'resideut  Lincoln,  and  to  asaert  the  right  of  tbe 
House  to  exercise  a  direct  influence  on  di^lomntic  negotiations,  a  right  deDied 
tbem  in  the  dcspateh  which  wait  read  to  you  last  year. 

In  the  Senate,  a  member  of  tlie  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  bndgd 

G'Oposed,  considering  that  the  Mexican  empire  hiia  not  been  reco>;nized  by  tbe 
nitcd  States,  to  subsltlule  ibc  words,  "Lection  of  tbe  United  Sutes  in  the 
r«public  of  Mexico,"  in  tbe  place  of  ••Lcgmionof  tbe  United  States  in  Mexico." 
Such  are  tbe  two  events  which  have  taken  pUce  in  Mexico.  Do  you  con- 
sider theni  very  ominous?  Afterwards,  when  some  prospects  of  peace  becanie 
apparent,  the  Mourue  doctrine  was  brought  out  as  a  cloak  for  the  attempt,  and 
it  was  elairaed  that  reconciliation  would  facilitate  tbe  carrying  ont  of  the  doctrine. 
But  these  hopes  were  disappointed,  and  these  trifling  incidenta  were  foigotteo 
among  the  preoccupations  of  war.     You  are  doubtless  aware  that  that  war  is«till 
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being  carried  on  with  pninfal  activity.  Yesterday's  pnper  gave  you  the  news  of 
a  frightful  confiict  between  the  armies  of  Grant  and  Lee. 

And  baa  the  government  of  the  United  Stales  been  in  any  way  affected  by 
these  mi^daciooB  nimore  1  Have  we  been  asked  to  justify  ourselves?  And 
wonld  it  not  have  been  easy  for  us  to  have  done  so  7  What  hud  we  done  ? 
We  had  conceded  to  the  South  belligerent  rigbt< !  Bui  bow  could  we  have  done 
otherwise  1  Were  we  not  obliged  through  this  prolonged  war  to  insure  in  so 
doing  the  rights  of  onr  maritime  commerce  and  the  neutrality  of  our  position  ? 

Have  we  gone  beyond  ihia  necessary  step  in  our  diplomaLic  policy  ?  Have 
we  a  representative  at  Richmond  ]  Has  the  government  at  Richmoud  an  official 
representative  at  Paris  ?  Has  not  the  French  government  continued  to  be  offi- 
cially represented  at  Washington  t  Our  conceding  belligerent  rights  to  the 
SoBth  could  not  therefore  constitute  a  senons  cause  for  complaint.  Have  we 
then  violated  the  rulea  of  neutrality  1  Never  did  a  government  tuke  greater 
paine  than  ours  did  to  respect  the  principles  and  to  observe  the  international 
regnlatiiins  on  this  point. 

The  causes  of  our  conduct  were  evident,  and  allowed  of  no  misunderstanding. 

Finally  bad  we  to  justify  ourselves  in  the  eyis  of  the  United  States  of  that 
strange  idea  of  founding  a  colony  in  Sonora. 

Gentlemen,  this  slanderous  rumor  soon  died  of  its  own  accord,  as  it  had  no  se- 
rioua  foundation.  Hence,  explanations  look  place — despatches  passed  betvreen 
the  two  governments.     What  was  the  result} 

On  the  15th  of  December,  1864,  the  President  of  the  Uuited  States  declared 
in  bis  annual  metisage  that  he  intended  remaiuing  strictly  neutral  in  the  Mexi- 
can qneslion  ;  and  m  March  last  in  bis  re-election  message  he  iuvited  all  nations 
to  peace  and  concord. 

finally,  when  his  representative  at  Paris  communicated  with  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  he  gave  his  most  loyal  and  satisfactory  explanations.  He  dis- 
carded all  these  misapprehensions,  all  these  fears  of  a  conflict  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  as  based  upon  a  misunderstanding.  He  was  able  to  say, 
you  are  accused  of  a  desire  of  interfering  in  our  aSuirs  ;  this  excited  the  ire  of 
the  American  press.  America  is  a  wise  and  thoughtful  nation  ;  the  loyal  con- 
duct of  Prance  will  regulate  their  conduct  in  return.  Who  can  entertain  any 
doubt  about  our  course?  Have  we  not  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  war  de- 
clared our  firm  intention  of  remaining  neutral  T     [Approbation.) 

Thus  when  I  look  closely  at  the  facts  as  Uiey  are  to  he  looked  at,  in  order  to 
destroy  those  rumors  which  we  meet  with  outside,  and  with  which  some  attempt 
to  create  trouble  for  the  imperial  government,  I  cau  find  in  them  nothing  of  any 
importance. 

If  I  should  venture  further ;  if,  instead  of  studying  only  the  facts,  I  were  to 
inquire  into  the  doctrines  and  interests  which  are  brought  into  play,  then  also 
would  I  find  no  cause  to  attach  any  importance  to  this  chance  of  a  conflict.  I 
do  not  speak  of  the  pretended  guarantee  which  some  claim  to  find  in  an  indefi- 
nite extension  of  the  war  between  the  South  and  North.  I  Uok  upon  such  a 
hope  as  impious.  [Approbation.)  The  wish  of  the  imperial  government  is  that 
this  war,  which  is  injurious  to  the  interests  of  all  countries,  may  speedily  come 
to  an  end.  [Strong  and  general  approbation]  It  expresses  no  opinion  as  to 
the  manner  iu  whicn  it  wishes  the  conflict  to  terminate.  It  has  no  right  to,  for 
it  respects  the  independence  of  the  American  people.  But  its  most  ardent  wishes 
are  for  concord,  and  the  day  when  peace  shall  be  made  will  be  for  France,  the 
old  ally — and  permit  me  louse  this  expression,  the  sponsor  of  the  United  States— 
a  day  of  joy  and  happiness.     [Loud  approbation.] 

liet  UB,  then,  not  wish  to  see  this  terrible  war  prolonged  for  the  sake  of  post- 
poning a  conflict  about  Mexico.  Have  the  United  States  any  interest  in  enter- 
inginto  euch  a  conflict  1 

We  have  Iwen  told  in  the  early  part  of  this  debate  that  the  United  States 
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ODc«  took  Mexico  and  held  it.  Ther  hastened  to  let  it  go  upon  its  paviDg  tb« 
exponeeB  of  the  war.  They  would  have  us  believe  that  the  United  State* 
would  hare  an  interest  in  attachini;  the  Mexican  provinces.  The  contmy  is  the 
truth.  What  is  the  aim  of  the  United  States  T  The  restoration  of  the  Unioo 
in  its  former  strength,  in  its  original  condition  of  grandeur  and  prosperity,  and 
free  from  slavery.  Well,  then,  let  us  for  a  moment  forget  that  our  flag  wava 
in  Mexico,  that  our  forces  protect  its  frontiers  ;  would  the  United  States  bara 
an  interest  in  annexing  itf  No,  certainly,  for  it  would  bo  strengthening  dM 
South  Do  you  not  see  that  Mexico,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  would  be 
a  standing  threat  of  separation  t 

The  interest  of  the  United  States  is  to  cultivate  friendly  relatione  with  Mex- 
ico, by  meuas  of  trade  and  commerce.  This  ia  their  true  means  of  actioii  and 
of  conquest;  the  way  is  open  to  them,  and  it  can  but  do  good  to  all.  [Appn- 
bation.~| 

I  do  not  insist  on  what  has  been  said  of  possible  inroads  by  filibnsten  land- 
ing on  the  Mexican  coasts.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Corta  lias  disposed  of  that  qneetioD ; 
he  has  reminded  you  that  there  are  some  four  to  five  hundred  leagues  from  Hat- 
atnoraa  and  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  to  Mexico  j  that  no  vessel  conid 
be  found  sufficient  to  carry  any  number  of  troops  to  any  point  of  the  Gnlf  of 
Mexico  or  of  the  Pacific  coast.  Such  expeditions  hare  always  proved  fatal  to 
tbeir  authors ;  there  is  no  occasion  to  fear  them,  and  they  could  have  no  nsnlL 

This  phantom,  then,  has  ceaned  to  exist.  There  is  no  reason  that  wecaniw 
for  France  and  the  United  8tat«s  ceasing  to  he  at  peace ;  tliese  two  powers  will 
remain  allies,  remembering  their  old  friendship,  as  well  as  the  interests  and  sym- 
pathies which  unite  them.     [Marked  approbation.] 

And  now,  gentlemen,  let  us  examine  the  amendment.     How  is  it  wordedl 

"We  deplore  more  tiiau  ever  the  blood  flowing  in  Mexico  for  the  benefit ofi 
foreign  prince,  the  disregard  of  popular  aovereignty,  and  our  policy  committed 
to  an  erroneous  course. 

"  We  expect  our  troops  to  be  recalled  in  accordance  with  the  declaratioDi  d 
the  government." 

Such  are  the  views  of  the  opposidon. 

It  would  certainly  require  great  courage  for  the  mnjority  to  inflict  on  theeOT- 
emment  such  unjust  reproaches  as  those  contained  in  your  amendment.  {Ap- 
probation.] 

What !  Must  I  plead  here  again  a  cause  so  often  heard  and  decided  T  Hut 
I  recall  the  reasons  which  led  to  the  Mexican  expedition  ?  [No,  no  ;  it  is  ue- 
lese.]  Must  I  repeat,  gentlemen,  that  you  have  decided  over  and  over  agui 
that  the  cause  which  took  us  to  those  far-off  shores  was  just  ?  Shall  I  hav«  to 
vindicate  the  extrime  prudence  of  the  convention  of  1861  between  the  thne 
powers  bent  on  avenging  the  insults  of  their  citizens  ?  Is  there  not  in  the  bci 
of  this  union  of  three  great  powers  uniting  in  the  convention  of  1861  a  mMl 
complete  and  energetic  answer  to  your  painful  amendment  t  Do  you  beJiere 
England  and  Spain  would  have  signed  that  convention  with  France  had  it  cod- 
templatcd  a  violation  of  national  sovereignty  1  There  is  neither  reason  aw 
trotb  in  all  this.  And  I  may  add,  while  I  am  about  it,  that  when  you  an 
told  that  the  convention  was  not  first  submitted  to  the  corps  legislatif,  the  same 
might  be  said  of  England  and  Spain,  two  constitutional  countries,  two  parlia- 
mentary governments  such  as  some  orators  in  this  house  like  them. 

The  convention  of  1861  was  not  submitted  first  to  the  parliaments  of  either 
England  or  Spain,  for  such  things  are  done  even  in  parliamentary  govemmeutB. 

We  are  told,  gentlemen,  that  we  can  now  make  a  treaty  with  the  imperial 
goveromi'nt  of  Mexico  ;  that  if  we  had  some  ground  fur  refbsing  last  year  ta 
make  a  treaty  with  Juarez  or  Almonte,  wo  are  now  in  the  presence  of  a  regular 
government,  and  can  make  one  with  the  emperor  of  Mexico. 

What  sort  of  a  treaty  do  you  wish  us  to  make  1     What  treaty  could  we  make 
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witb  Mexico  ?  Have  we  not  made  the  treaty  of  Hiramar  ?  Boo  it  not  exactly 
define  our  position  T  Have  not  our  debts  been  liquidated  ?  Have  not  the  righti 
of  our  injured  fellow-cilizenB  been  defined  and  goaranteed  ?  What  treaty  are 
yoD  talking  about  ? 

I  really  did  not  expect  that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Ficard  would,  for  the  sake  of  his 
argnments,  revive  that  unfortunate  advice  formerly  rejected.  What !  Do  yon 
need  to  remind  the  bonse  of  yonr  propoeition  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  Mex- 
ico, made  immediately  after  the  repulse  at  Poebla  ?  Have  you  forgotten  the 
feelings  of  iiidi^ation  and  the  murmnre  which  that  proposition  excited  ?  [Ap- 
probntion.]     Have  yon  foigotten  how  the  corps  l^slatif  disposed  of  that  pro- 

Eosition  last  year  of  treating  with  Juarez  and  Almonte,  and  how  it  was  ridiculed 
y  the  public }    [Approbation.]    No,  there  is  nothing  serious  in  all  you  say  to  us. 

The  truth  is  tnat  we  have  accomplished  a  great  andertakiug  in  Mexico ;  that, 
legitimately  called  upon  to  avenge  our  wrongs  in  that  extensive  country,  we 
have  established  in  it  order,  civilization,  and  liberty ;  [approbation ;]  that  we 
have  driven  out  anarchy  and  civil  war ;  and  that  in  a  few  years  that  country 
shall  bless  France,  and  contribnte  to  the  development  of  its  commerce  and 
grandenr. 

That  our  tronpe  should  remain  a  few  months  longer  in  Mexico :  that  they 
should  not  return  at  the  precise  time  appointed  by  you,  ta  well  as  by  Juarez 
also,  what  matters  it  indeed  7  I  am  fully  aware  that,  encouraged  by  reports 
from  France,  Juarez  writes,  "  I  shall  weary  thera  out  and  make  the  troops  re- 
turn to  Fi  ance ;  France  desires  it."  He  believes  it !  WlII,  let  liim  know  that 
be  is  mistaking  the  opposition  of  France.  [Ironical  laughter  on  many  benches. 
Approbation.] 

M.  JuLBS  Favrb.  Tou  are  inralting  the  oppoaition. 

H.  Es.ifKST  PiCABD.  Tou  are  getting  violent ;  so  yon  must  be  wrong.  [£x- 
cUmations  andmnrmurs.] 

Tub  Sbcrktaby  of  State.  I  was  not  aware  of  being  violent.  [Laughter 
and  approbation.]  If  to  be  violent  is  to  be  wrong,  the  opposition  are  in  very 
groat  danger  of  being  condemned  by  their  own  showing,    (^Approbation.} 

Yes,  gentlemen,  [the  speaker  faces  the  left,]  yon  are  more  violent  than  ever 
we  aball  be  in  the  name  of  the  government ;  but  yon  have  an  excuse,  and  I  wUl 
tell  you  what  that  excuse  is.  Do  you  know  wby  yon  have  sometimes  allowed 
yourselves  to  be  violent?  It  is  because  you  have  neither  legitimate  grievances 
Dor  reasonable  hopes.  [Lively  approbation.]  If  you  bad  serious  grievances 
public  opinion  would  he  on  your  side,  and  it  is  not.  [Approbation,  mnnnarB, 
intemipUons.l 

M.  JuLBS  Favrk.  We  have  polled  180,000  votes  in  Paris.  Try  and  get  your 
candidates  elected  there. 

M.  CfiBVANDiiiR  UK  Vau>bkomr.  Paris  ia  not  France.    [Bnmor.] 

M.  Bblkontkl.  The  Emperor  has  bad  eight  million  votes.  [Messrs.  Pioard 
and  Jules  Favre  speak,  hot  the  noise  does  not  permit  us  to  hear  what  they  say.] 

M.  £u<lB^B  Fbllbtan.  If  public  opinion  is  with  you,  give  us  the  freedom  of 
thepress.     [Various  exclamations.     General  noise.] 

The  Pbbsidbnt.  You  would  prevent  onr  doing  so  by  your  attacks. 

M.  £.  PiCARD.  We  ask  the  government  always  to  appeal  only  to  public  opia- 
ion.     [Continued  noise.] 

Thb  Prb^iub:<(t.  I  invite  the  house  to  observe  silence  and  abstain  from  intor- 
ruptiona.  The  secretary  of  state  lias  the  floor,  and  I  shall  call  to  order  any  one 
who  shall  again  interrupt  him. 

Thb  Sbchbtaby  op  State.  Gentlemen,  if  I  went  a  little  too  fiir  in  what  I 
said,  the  opposition  has  sought  to  cover  my  responsibility.  [Laughter  and  ap[no- 
bation.]     Yon  see  how  zealously  they  interrnpt  me.     [Approbation.] 

But  we  must  close  this  debate.  [Yes,  yes.]  Well,  I  have  said,  and  I  repeat 
that  the  French  expedition  to  Mexico  was  a  great  thing ;  that  by  that  expedi> 
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tion  Fntnce  baa  opened  to  civilization  an  extensive  country.  Let  her  flag  Tem«io 
there  a  few  montlia  longer  to  overcr.me  the  last  obstacles  to  defltroy  those  biu- 
ditti — the  acum  of  reTolDtiooa.  What  matters  a  few  months  more  1  The  tad 
muBt  he  guued,  the  pacification  complete.  The  dignity  of  France  and  thtt  nf 
the  Emperor  botJi  reqaire  it  The  French  anny  must  return  to  onr  »hore«  dd'j 
vhen  its  work  ehall  be  accomplished,  and  all  the  reeteCance  it  met  with  orercaDK. 
[Appiobation  and  applause.  \ 

From  ail  sides  :  The  vote  1  the  vote  I 

Thb  President.  The  vote  on  the  amendment  will  be  taken. 

M.  KaqujiV.  Mr.  Fresideut,  there  ie  a  demand  for  a  ballot. 

The  I'itE»<jnENT.  A  demand  for  a  ballot  has  been  banded  to  me  signed  bj 
Messrs.  Jules  Favre,  Gamier  Pages,  Magnin,  Mari6,  Dorian.  J.  Semen,  Caniou 
£nieet  Picai  d,  Glais  Bizoin,  and  Engene  Pelletan.  In  consequence,  the  vol«  ou 
the  amendment  shall  be  taken  by  ballot. 

The  ballot  ie  taken  and  the  result  is  as  fellows  : 

Number  of  votes,  241;  majority,  131,    Fur  the  amendment,  IG;  agaiiut,225. 

The  corps  le^slatif  doee  not  accept  the  ameudmeoL 


[EndiMiire  Ho.  2  to  daipalch  Vto.  T5.] 
CORFS   LBOrSLATIF. 

Settion  of  Saturday,  April  15,  1SG5. — Debate  on  the  amentlmmt  of  lie  lEU" 
paragraph  of  the  ttddre$t. 

[TraQslsted  from  the  Hoolteur,  April  IC,  18^.] 

Pbbsidknt  Schnbidbr.  Messrs.  Bethmont,  Carnot,  Dorian,  Jules  F*m. 
Qarnicr  Pages,  Gluis  Bizoin,  Gueronlt,  Uavin,  Heron,  Lanjuinais.  J.  MaRiiiD. 
Mariij,  £.  Pelletan,  E.  Picard,  Jules  Simons,  move  that  at  the  conclusion  of  ibe 
nineleenth  paragraph  these  additional  words  be  appended ; 

"  We  have  declared  from  the  commencement  [of  the  war}]  onr  sympatLiM 
for  the  United  States  of  America.  Thanks  to  their  heroic  efforts,  slavery  U 
abolished. 

"  We  shall  rejoice  to  witness  the  re-eslablishment  of  the  powerfnl  republic 
of  the  United  States,  the  natural  ally  of  France,  and  we  shall  hul  with  jof  i 
triumph  which  has  cost  nothing  to  the  canse  of  liberty." 

ftlr.  Pelletan  has  the  floor  to  develop  this  amendment. 

Mr.  E.  Pelletan.  I  do  not  desire  either  for  the  Chamber  or  for  myself  lo 
prolong  the  debate,  not  even  to  pronounce  an  oration  tn  extremit  at  the  deilh- 
bed  of  oar  last  amendment,  for  I  suppose  it  will  have  no  happier  fate  thu  iu 
predecessors.  [Noise:  to  the  vote.]  1  have  hut  a  word  to  say  upon  this  emen- 
dation, ihe  object  of  which  is  to  make  reparation  for  an  amission.  Id  facCDn 
allusion  to  North  America  is  made  in  the  address  from  the  Crown,  nor  to  the 
draught  of  our  address,  (nrojet  d'adresse,)  nor  eveu  in  the  "Levie  Jaune,"  wbicb 
contains  but  a  blank  page  for  what  concerns  America. 

Now,  the  American  question  is  sufficiently  important  to  be  treated  with  \tti 
reserve  ;  besides,  at  the  present  time,  alL  discussion  is  udelesF,  for  at  this  vrrr 
moment  while  I  am  speaking  the  victorious  sound  of  Grant  and  of  SIiKrmin  ba" 
decided  the  question.  Richmond  is  taken.  The  slareholding  rebellion  is  stricken 
to  the  earth,  and  the  American  republic  is  reinstated  in  its  majestic  unity. 
[Noiee.J  Do  not  laugh,  gentlemen ;  you  may  be  heard  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  [Renewed  noise.J  For  four  yoaw  the  United  States  of  Americi 
have  borne  the  weight  of  civil  war,  and  never  for  an  instant  during  the  whole 
of  this  grievous  ordeal  have  they  entertuned  an  idea  of  anspeuding  tfao  liberties 
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of  the  people ;  never  have  they  opened  the  door  of  arbitrary  power  throngh 
vhich  crime  eo  often  finds  a  paeaage.  [VoteB  !  rotes  I]  The  executive  au- 
thority has  been  allowed  to  protect  iteelf  oy  legality  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

This  page  of  American  history  ie  the  most  illnstrions  page  of  the  nineteenth 
centnry. 

President  Lincoln  has  been  fully  aware  that  he  held  the  destinies  of  the  New 
World  ill  his  hands,  and  he  has  shown  himself  equal  to  the  emergency  ;  he  has 
abolished  slavery,  and  be  baa  founded  a  second  time  the  glorious  American  re- 
public. 

NuMRROCS  VoicBs.    The  votes  1  the  voles  ! 

Mr.  Ernest  Pelt.ktan.  It  seems  to  me  thnt  wherever  anything  great  and 
admirable  is  done,  there  onght  France  to  be  present.  For  this  reason  I  desire 
to  send  our  heartfelt  felicitations  to  the  other  side  of  the  ocean. 

The  amendment  was  rejected — 195  votes  against  it,  and  24  for  it,  out  of  219 
voting. 


Mr.  Hunter  to  Mr.  Bigeiow. 

So.  287.]  USPARTMBNT  OF  StATE, 

WatiimgtoH,  October  19,  1865. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  yonr  despatch  of  the  USth  of  March  last.  No.  6(>,  relative 
to  the  claim  of  the  Arizona  Mining  Company  against  France,  on  account  of  the 
seiznre  of  a  quantity  of  powder  on  the  schooner  William  L.  Richardson,  I  now 
transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  17th'  instant,  from  Messrs. 
Lewis  &  Cox,  attorneys  for  that  company.  As  it  appears  from  the  evidence  that 
the  powder  in  question  was  not  intended  for  hostile  purposes,  and  was  destined 
to  a  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  I  must  request  you  to 
submit  the  claim  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  imperial  government,  and  to  sup- 
port it  bysuchargumentBasthefacIaoftbecaBemay,  in  your  judgment,  warraut. 
I  am,  si)',  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HUNTER,  Acling  Secrttary. 
John  Biatii.ow,  Esq ,  ifc.,  Ifc.,  ifc. 


M.  Seward  to  Mr.  Bigf/ow, 

No.  294.]  Department  of  State, 

WaskingloK,  Ortober  30,  1865. 

Sir:  Your  despatch  of  the  13th  of  October,  No.  184,  has  been  received.     I 

thank  yon  for  the  information  you  have  given  me  of  the  manner  in  which  my 

No.  264  was  received  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuy^,  and  I  shall  wait  with  interest 

fo  r  an  account  of  the  imperial  purposes  in  regard  to  the  matter  therein  presented. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
John  Bigelow,  Esq.,  Stc  4:c.,  t(c. 
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FRENCH   LEGATION. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  dt  Geofroy. 

Dkpartmbmt  of  Stats, 

WathimgUtit,  December  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  fiefcrnng  to  your  note  tif  the  12th  nhimo,  in  regard  to  alleged  eon- 
atraction  in  certain  poria  of  the  United  States  of  veeeela  which  are  to  be  lued 
as  privateers,  under  letters  of  marque  from  President  Juarez,  of  Mexico,  I  hare 
the  honor  to  enclose,  in  reply,  a  copy  of  a  communication  of  the  36th  altimo 
from  the  War  Department,  from  which  it  will  he  seen  that  all  needful  preean- 
tione,  wilhin  the  control  of  that  department,  have  hecn  taken  to  prevent  the 
arming  or  fitting;  out  of  vessels  to  depredate  on  French  commerce. 
Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  high  consideration. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWABD. 
Mr,  L.  DB  Obofroy,  tfc ,  l[e.,  lie- 


Mr.  Seward  to  lie  Marquit  de  Monlkolon. 

Dbpartmbmt  of  State. 

Wathingtoti,  AugnMt  16,  I86G. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  call  your  attention  to  two  orders  or  decrees  whicb 
purport  to  have  been  made  on  the  36th  of  July  last,  by  Krince  Maximilian,  vbn 
claims  to  be  emperor  in  Mexico,  iu  which  he  declares  that  he  has  committed  ib« 
direction  of  the  department  of  war  in  that  country  to  General  Osmont,  chief  of 
the  staff  of  the  French  expeditionary  corps ;  and  that  he  has  comtnitted  tb? 
direction  of  the  department  of  the  treasury  to  Mr.  Friant,  int«ndant-iD-chief  lA 
the  same  corps. 

The  President  thinks  it  proper  that  the  Emperor  of  France  ehoald  be  is- 
formed  that  the  assumption  of  administrative  fanct.ionsat  this  time  by  the  afore' 
named  oiScers  of  the  Fi  ench  expeditionary  corps  under  the  authority  of  Uie 
Prince  Slaximilian,  is  not  nnlikely  to  he  injurious  to  good  relations  between 
the  United  States  and  France,  because  it  is  liable  to  be  regarded  by  the  Con- 
gress and  people  of  the  United  States  as  indicating  a  course  of  proceedhig  os 
the  part  of  France  incongruous  with  Uie  engagement  which  has  been  laade  (ct 
the  withdrawal  of  the  French  expeditionai^  corps  from  that  country. 

Accept,  sir,  a  renewed  assurance  of  my  high  cmsideralion. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 

Mahuuis  db  Montholon,  Ip:.,  tfc,  ifc. 


[Tnuislation— with  note  of  Aug:n«t  16,  to  M.  Hnotfaoloi).] 

MAXIMILIAN,  BMPBROROF  MRXICO. 

In  consideration  of  the  merits,  combined  with  the  qualifications  of  Genual 
Osmont,  cliicf  of  the  staff  of  the  expeditionary  corps,  wu  have  thought  proper  le 
commit  to  biro  the  direction  of  the  departmeul  of  war. 
Given  at  Mexico  the  26th  Jtdy,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
By  the  Emperor : 

Jos£  Ualazar  Ylabdbqui, 

Miniiler  of  the  Interior. 
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MAXIMILIA?!,  BMPBROR  OP  MEXICO. 

In  coDBMeration  of  die  merits,  combined  with  the  qualifications  of  i]r.  Friant, 
intendant-in-chief  of  the  expeditionsiy  corps,  we  liave  thought  proper  to  commit 
to  him  the  direction  of  the  department  of  the  treasury. 

Given  at  Mexico  the  S6th  Jxily,  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN. 

By  the  Emperor : 

JoSk  SaLAZAR  TLARRRom, 

Mitutter  oftAe  httmor. 


No.  283. 
Mr.  Motley  to  Mr  Seward. 


[Extmct-J 
No.  87]  Leoatio>  of  the  United  States 

Vienna,  Febniary  13,  1865. 

Sir:  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Until  those  tme  peace  negotiators,  our  great  generals  and  admirals  and  oar 
mi^nificieut  armies  and  fleets,  have  destroyed  the  military  power  of  the  rebellinn, 
we  can  hardly  dare  to  hope  for  an  efiective  counter  revolution  in  the  ineni^nt 
States. 

The  European  public  is,  however,  already  busy  with  epeculations  as  to  the 
series  of  events  likely  to  follow  the  reconstruction  of  the  Union,  prominent  among 
which,  of  conrae,  are  tremendous  military  movements  hy  the  combined  veteran 
armies  of  the  loyal  and  of  the  lately  insurgent  sections. 

Tbe  invasion  of  Canada  and  of  Mexico  without  an  instant's  delay,  the  sweeping 
off  from  the  American  continent  of  every  vestige  of  European  dominion,  from 
Behring'e  Htraita  to  the  lethmns,  tlie  revolutionizing  of  Ireland — a  war  with 
France  and  England,  and  I  know  not  what  besides— these  are  the  phantoms 
made  to  dance  about  to  appal  tbe  souls  of  fearful  politicians.  It  is  superfluous  to 
say  that  suL-h  tricks  to  inveigle  the  rulers  of  Europe  into  rendering  assistance 
at  the  last  moment  to  the  sinking  rebellion  are  too  shallow  to  have  a  chance  of 
success. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  ifc.,  tfc.,  ifc. 


No.  224. 
Mr.  Motley  to  Mr,  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
Ko.  88]  Lboation  op  thk  Umted  States, 

Vienna,  Frbrvary  26.  1865. 
8iR:  Ihave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches  Nos.  123 
and  1S4>  of  dates  of  Jannaiy  30  and  February  7,  both  reaching  mu  hy  the  same 
post. 

Nothing  will  snit  tbe  American  people,  when  its  goveiiiment  is  once  restored 
in  its  integrity,  it  appears,  but  an  instantaneous  onslaught  npon  Canada  on  the 
one  side,  and  npon  Mexico  on  the  other. 
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The  American  mob,  dripping  in  gore  and  domiaeering  over  a  feeble  governnint, 
(which,  however,  hna  become  bo  entirely  tyrannical  as  to  have  obliterated  every 
vestige  of  popular  liberty,)  is  nbont  to  rush  forward  to  a  war  with  Fnoce  ud 
England  at  once,  not  being  half  eatisfled  with  the  bloodshed  of  the  last  four  yean. 

As  it  is  not  poeaible  to  diacover  in  our  own  countiy  any  respectable  sotuce  of 
any  such  dire  forebodings,  one  is  forced  to  ascribe  them  to  the  guilty  imagiM- 
tions  of  public  writers  and  stump-speakers  on  this  side  of  the  Aitantic  It  i) 
thought  natural,  perhaps,  that  the  Americans,  whose  national  character,  public 
men,  current  history,  whose  noblest  deeds  and  hieheat  aspirstians.  have  been, 
during  the  last  four  )  ears,  the  object  of  calnmny,  hatred,  and  persistent  falsifi- 
cation altogether  without  example  in  history,  in  what  used  to  be  called  "onr 
mother  country,"  stuug  by  the  memory  of  those  insults  and  by  the  matrriij 
injury  inflicted  upon  their  commerce  by  English  pirates,  may  be  disposed  to 
avenge  themselves  when  they  feel  themselves  strong  eoongh.  And  becaoie  the 
destruction  of  an  unfortunate  republic — onr  neit-door  neighbor — by  the  fleet* 
and  armies  of  the  first  military  power  in  the  world,  does  not  seem  exactly  con- 
sonant  to  our  ideas  of  right  and  to  our  national  traditions,  it  is  supposed  that  ire 
shall  consider  it  our  duty  to  dethrone  the  new  emperor  by  force  of  aims,  even 
fllthongh  the  Mexicans  should  unequivocally  manifest  their  desire  to  be  bot- 
emed  by  him.  I  need  not  say  that  I  have  on  proper  occasions  combated  ill 
these  hysterical  SQggestions ;  and  until  I  am  otherwise  iastmcted,  and  notil  I 
see  very  different  indications  of  the  national  tendencies  from  such  as  are  nov 
evident  to  me,  I  shall  continue  to  maintain  that  the  deareat  object  of  the  people 
and  of  the  government — which  are  one  in  the  United  States — is  to  prestrre 
peace  with  all  the  world,  and  have  no  more  bloodshed  during  this  eentniy  if  il 
cau  be  avoided. 

***«*«■ 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LOTHROP  MOTLEY. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  ^.,  i(c.,  ^. 


Mr.  Motley  to  Mr  Hunter. 

No.  108.1  Lkoation  of  thb  UwrTSD  States, 

Tteima,  June ,%  1863. 
Sib:         *  «  *  *  *  • 

The  question  of  Mexico  occupies  a  very  large  part  of  public  attention  in 
Europe,  and  the  probable  dangers  impending  over  her  new  order  uf  things  k 
far  as  established  in  that  country,  is  a  very  fruitful  tonic  of  discussion  in  the 
journals.  I  have  had  no  conversation,  official  or  informal,  on  the  subject  with  the 
imperial  government.  My  personal  views  as  to  this  adveuture  have  been  locf 
ago  expressed  whenever  fitting  occHeione  nfiered,  and  the  position  of  the  goren- 
ment  of  the  United  States  has  been  fully  set  forth  by  my  comrannication  of  the 
despatches  of  the  Secretary  of  State  according  to  his  instructions.  As  I  ban 
often  had  occasion  to  observe,  the  imperial  government  has  ever  held  itself  ilnof 
from  the  whole  Mexican  enterprise,  and  disavows  responsibility  for  its  ntnia- 
I  suppose  that  the  United  States  government  continues  its  diplomatic  rclatiob' 
with  the  Mexican  republic,  and  has  no  present  intention  of  departing  from  ibe 
line  of  strict  neutrality  which  it  has  laid  down  between  the  contending  partiM 
in  that  country,  nor  auy  intention  of  lending  assistftnco  by  underhand  meaai  to 
either  belligerent.  In  case  any  change  of  attitude  is  contemplated,  1  beg  ti>  n- 
ceive  as  early  instructions  as  possible,  and  1  should  be  much  gratified  to  be 
informed,  if  such  a  course  be  not  inconvenient,  as  to  any  important  commuaica- 
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tione  that  may  have  been  had  on  this  subject  at  Waahiogton  or  eleevhere.     It 
is  obvious  that  my  position  requires  me  to  be  at  least  as  well  iostniGted  in  this 
matter  as  other  dipfomadc  representatives  of  the  United  States  may  be.' 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  vour  obedient  serrant, 

J.  LOTHHOP  MOTLEY. 
Hon.  WrLLiAM  Huntbr, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Wathington, 


PRUSSIA. 

No.  225, 
Mr.  Wright  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  8.]  United  States  Lboation, 

Berlin,  November  15,  1865. 
Sib  :  I  have  had  an  interesting  conversation  with  Count  Bismarck,  minister 
of  foreign  affairs.  My  opinion  is,  he  will  in  a  few  days  modify  and  change  the 
views  as  expressed  in  Baron  Thile's  commnnioation,  forwarded  to  yon  by  my 
last  despatch,  in  reference  to  the  two  sentenced  criminals  designed  to  be  sent  to 
the  United  States  by  the  authorities  at  Erfnrt. 

The  Paris  correspondent  of  the  Czas,  a  Polish  paper  published  at  Cracow, 
who  derives  his  Mexican  intelligence  Irom  the  Polish  generals  and  colonels  in 
the  service  of  the  emperor  Maximilian,  and  whose  trustworthiness  has  been 
repeatedly  tested  by  gentlemen  in  whom  I  place  implicit  confidence,  states  that 
the  French  government  have  opened  negotiations  with  the  imperial  government 
of  Mexico  on  the  subject  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  troops  from  Mexico 
within  one  or  two  years.  The  emperor  Maximilian  (the  correspondent  adds) 
ifl  very  unwilling  to  accede  to  the  proposal,  bnt  the  French  Emperor  insists 
upon  his  assent,  giving  him,  however,  to  nnderstand,  if,  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
templated withdrawal  of  the  troops,  the  state  of  things  in  America  and  Europe 
should  render  it  proper  for  France  to  leave  her  troops  in  Mexico,  arrangements 
will  be  so  modified  as  to  suit  the  then  existing  state  of  things.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  same  writer,  this  arrangement  will  be  perfected  in  time  for  Napoleon  to 
announce  this  fact  at  the  opening  of  the  next  French  Chambers,  and  it  is  in- 
tended  to  pacify  the  United  States,oulheonehand,leaving  Napoleon,  on  the  other, 
full  liberty  for  the  future.  A  few  weeks  will  test  the  truth  of  this  writer's  pre- 
diction. I  should  say  many  of  the  diplomats  at  this  court  place  full  confidence 
in  bis  statements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectrnlly,  vour  obedient  servant, 

'JOSEPH  A.  WEIGHT. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  Stale. 

BELGIUM. 
No.  227. 
Mr.  Sanford  to  Mr.  Seward. 
No.  236.]  Leoation  of  the  Unitbd  States, 

Brtuidt,  February  1,  1865, 
Sib  :  M.  de  Balan  delivered  his  letter  of  credence  to  the  King  as  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Prussia  near  this  court,  on  the  25th 
ultimo ;  iMnce  de  Reuss,  who  had  been  previously  designated  for  this  post, 
Laving  been  appointed  to  Munich. 

""'»■  .=  ,Cooj!lc 


COXDITIO»  UF  AITPAIBS    : 


I  bave  the  honor  b>  be,  with  great  respect,  jour  most  obedient  Mrv&nt, 

H.  S.  SANFORD. 
r.  S. — Another  detachment  of  the  Belgo- Mexican  Legion,  and,  I  beliere,  tlit 
IsBt,  nnmbering  about  two  hundred  men,  sailed  for  Vera  &nz,  via  Saiut  Naniit. 
on  the  14th  ultimo. 

H.  8.  S. 
Hon.  WiLLrAM  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ^.,  ^.,  fy:. 


No.  2^8. 
Mr.  San/ord  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[EztracLj 
No.  246.]  Lbgation  of  thb  United  States, 

Br^telt,  Marek  13, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yon  in  mj  despatch  No.  214  the  report 
of  the  debate  in  the  House  of  BepreeentatJvea  on  recmilin^  in  this  coanli; 
for  the  fielgo-Mexican  legion,  and  the  result,  viz.,  a  vote  on  Hr.  Ban's  motmi 
that  "  the  honse,  in  view  of  the  formal  declaration  that  the  government  hu  r- 
mained,  and  will  continue  to  remain,  completely  aloof  (etroMger)  fttnn  the  fo- 
matioB  c^  a  corps  destined  to  serve  in  Ucxioo,  passes  to  the  order  of  the  dij." 

On  the  24th  ultimo  the  debate  was  again  opened  npoa  the  sabject,  which  » 
a  thorn  in  the  side  of  the  government  that  the  extremes  of  both  putiet 
appear  to  delight  in  vexing,  npon  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  wm 
referred  two  petitions  touching  the  legality  of  these  enlistments ;  one  at  iIk 
petitions  is  by  Ur.  Vandenkerhove,  a  lawyer  here,  being  a  pamphlet  of  etMai- 
erable  volnmc,  invoking  oo  this  subject  the  action  of  the  laws,  and  more  ape- 
cially  the  93d  article  of  the  penal  code,  against  recruiting  in  Belgium  for  fomff' 
service. 

Five  of  the  ministers  of  the  government  took  part  in  the  diecnssion,  wlid 
was  quite  animated,  and  which  served  to  bring  forward  the  fact  of  the  penon*! 
sympathies  in  this  enterprise  of  several  of  them,  inclndiog  the  minister  of 
foreign  affairs,  while  at  the  same  time  all  insisted  that  the  government  had  ««. 
as  such,  taken  any  part  in  it.  A  request  was  tnade  of  the  minister  of  war  ibf 
the  documents  bearing  npon  the  formation  of  this  legion,  and  these  appear  in 
the  Uoniteui  of  yesterday. 

After  a  day's  discussion,  the  report  of  the  committee,  referring  the  petitioi  tn 
the  minister  of  justice  and  of  the  interior,  was  adopted. 

The  first,  tinder  date  of  the  3Stb  of  July,  is  a  circular,  signed  in  behilf  li 
the  minister,  addressed  to  the  generals  commanding  tenitorial  diviuou  « 
army  corps,  "  to  give,  without  delay,  to  Lieutenant  General  Chapelie,  ^ewww ■ 
all  the  facilities  which  he  may  ask  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  miasioa  «itl 
which  be  is  chaiged." 

The  second,  under  date  of  3d  September,  (the  day  after  the  vote  befmiaw 
tioned,]  is  a  circular  to  the  same  anthorities,  as  follows  ;  "  The  interventiMi  <^ 
the  government,  in  accordance  with  the  desire  expressed  by  the  House  of  B«p- 
resen  atives,  being  to  remain  aloof  from  the  said  organization  of  a  Meii(« 
corps,  I  have  to  tet^l  to  you  that  you  can  execute  no  act  which  can  engage  IW 
responsibility  of  the  ^vemment," 

These  are  accompanied  by  tbn  royal  decrees  of  8th  October  and  Itth  ^^ 
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vember,  1S64,  and  10th  February,  1865,  aathoriziDg  officers  ani  soldiers  "to 
ecrve  temporarily  in  the  armies  of  hia  majesty  the  emperor  of  Mexico,"  and 
continue  tu  them  their  Belgian  nationality. 

According  to  the  minister's  statement  in  the  honse,  U75  authorizations  were 
given  to  officers  and  soldiers  to  enlist ;  and  according  to  statements  made  in  the 
course  of  the  debate,  it  would  aeem  that  the  whole  number  recruited  in  the 
Belgo-Hexican  le^on  was  from  1,S00  to  1,500. 

There  have  been  difficulties,  before  referred  to,  growing  out  of  the  want  of 
means  and  dissatisfaction  of  the  eoldiers,  which  have  prevented  the  raising  the 
2,000  originally  contemplated,  and  complunts  of  the  soldiers  from  Mexico,  and 
their  parents  here,  which  are  now  beginning  to  be  beard,  will  probably  make 
this  a  sore  subject  for  some  time  to  come. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
H.  S.  SANFOED. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Seerttary  of  Stale,  Sfc.,  Ift:,,  l(e. 


No.  ii20. 
Mr.  Samford  to  Mr.  Seuard. 
No.  252.]  Lboatiom  op  the  Unitbd  States, 

BnuteU,  Aprd  12,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  from  the  Moniteur  the  report  of  another  debate 
which  took  place  in  the  house  on  the  4th  and  5th  instant,  upon  interpeUatioiu, 
by  M.  Delaet,  a  member  of  the  opposition  firom  Antwerp,  touching  liie  organi- 
zation of  the  Bclgo-Mexican  corps  of  Tolunteers  for  the  service  of  Mexico. 

No  new  facts  of  special  moment  were  elidted  during  a  discussion  mailced  by 
considerable  bitterness  and  violence  of  language. 

The  fallowing  motion  proposed  by  1^1.  Ooomans,  of  the  opposition — ''The 
liouse,  regretting  that  the  government  has  not  remained  completely  aloof  &om 
the  Belgo-Mexican  expedition,  passes  to  the  order  of  the  day" — was  rejected  by 
37  to  44  votes.  The  motion  of  M.  Bora,  that  "the  bouse,  in  view  of  ^a  ex- 
planations given  by  the  government,  persists  in  its  decision  of  the  2d  September, 
and  passes  to  the  order  of  the  day,"  was  adopted ;  the  portion  of  the  liberal 
party  opposed  to  the  Mexican  expedition  beiug  evidently  nnwilting  to  aid  the 
opposition  in  weakening  or  overthrowing  the  ministry. 

The  most  notable  event  in  connection  with  this  debate  is  that  it  appeara  to 
have  led  to  a  duel  between  M.  Delaet  and  the  minister  of  war,  in  which  the  lat- 
ter was  slightly  wonnded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
H.  S.  SANFOED. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Sfcretary  of  State,  tfc.,  Ifc.,  tfc. 


No.  230. 
Mr.  Sanford  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
[Extract.] 
So.  277.]  LkuatioiV  of  thb  United  States, 

Bnuaeh,  May  29,  1865. 
Sir  :  Mourning  has  been  brought  to  many  families  here  by  the  news  from 
Mexico  of  the  destruction  of  a  detachment  of  the  Belgian  legion  in  a  combat  at 
Tamcabnro,  in  the  State  of  Michoac^n,  on  the  llth  of  April.    It  is  statej  in  the 
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published  reporla  that  the  whole  detachment  of  about  300  mea  were  filler 

killed,  wounded,  or  takeo  prisoners.    Among  the  killed  is  a  son  of  the  minirtn 

of  war.  General  de  Chazal,  who  was  a  captain,  and  Beven  other  officere.     *    ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reapect,  jonr  most  obedient  servuit. 

H.  S.  SANFORD. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State,  !fc.,  tfc  ,  Ifc. 


Mr.  i'anford  to  Mr.  Seieard. 

lEilract.] 

No.  a84.J  Legation  of  the  Umted  States. 

Brutaelt,  May  31,  1SG5. 

Sir:  The  order  of  the  day  to  the  army,  of  the  minister  of  war,  upon  tlieliU 
disaster  to  a  portion  of  the  Belgian  corps  in  Mexico,  of  which  mention  wii  made 
in  my  despatch  No.  277,  appeared  in  the  Moniteur  yesterday,  and  wae  tlf 
sabject  of  tnterpeltatims  by  M.  Coomans  in  the  house,  who  expressed  liif 
rcKrets  at  this  association  of  the  Belgo-Mexiean  legion  with  the  anDj  ui 
B^ginm. 

H.  Bog^er  replied  that  the  minister  of  war  had  communicated  thescrouoi 
received  direct  from  the  military  cabinet  at  ITexico  to  tfae  army  and  (o  tbf 
journals,  for  the  information  of  all.  '  A  sentiment  of  pride  in  the  gulant  eondnc: 
of  Bel^nns  had,  doabtleBs,  inQuenced  bim  in  bringing  it  thuH  officially  to  the 
knowledge  of  their  former  companions  in  arms ;  be  insisted  anew  that  the  d^ 
porture  for  Mexico  of  Belgian  voluatcers  was  not  a  goTCmment  entecpriw; 
that  the  Belgian  legion,  altbongh  for  the  moat  part  going  from,  the  army,  vu 
not  a  part  of  it— did  not  serre  nnder  the  Belgian  flag  or  wear  a  Belgian  cockade. 
There  was  nothing  in  this,  be  thought,  to  compromise  the  goremment. 

He  was  followed  by  H.  D'Haue-Steenhuyse,  who  insisted  anew  upon  iIk 
enrolment  of  the  Bel^an  legion,  composed,  he  said,  in  great  part  of  &oIdi«na<' 
the  army,  who  had  left  it  for  the  purpose,  under  the  express  authority  of  tix 
government,  and  who  might  be  considered  as  on  leave,  as  compromising  the  nn- 
trality  of  Belgium,  likelv  to  expose  its  commerce  to  the  attack  of  Joim* 
privateers,  and  in  the  end  to  cause  difficulties  with  tfae  United  States. 

M.  Bogier,  in  reply,  treated  as  absurd  the  possibility  that,  in  case  of  an  inter- 
vention by  the  United  States  in  Mexico,  Belgium  wonld  be  held  responsible  f^ 
the  presence  of  a  thousand  Belgians  under  the  Mexican  flag ;  those  Bdgiu-' 
had,  moreover,  be  continued,  contracted  an  engagement  not  to  compromise  \h 
foreign  relations  of  Belgium,  and  in  the  event  of  a  regular  war,  could  relTim 
home.  As  many  Belgians,  he  affirmed,  had  served  in  the  United  States  node 
the  American  flog  daring  the  late  war  as  were  now  under  the  Mexican  flag. 

M.  Haymans  considered  the  discussion  useless ;  that  the  Mexican  qneBtiai 
had  been  long  ago  decided  by  the  Cbambers,  and  on  three  occasions  in  lb( 
sense  that  there  was  no  Belgium  expedition  in  Mexico,  and  that  if  any  pove 
could  find  faidt  with  Belgium  under  this  head,  it  would  be,  least  of  all,  tbr 
United  States,  which,  according  to  him,  had  enrolled  aoldiera  recruited  erMT- 
where;  and  be  again  instated  upon  the  charges  be  had  made,  in  a  newspspff 
which  he  edits,  that  Belgians  had  been  enroll^  by  force  into  the  army  «  w 
United  States  after  having  been  engaged  here  as  Uboreic. 


.c., Google 
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I  regret  not  having  been  snpplied  by  the  department  with  the  refatation  of 
these  duirgea  to  which  M.  Haymans  referred,  and  which  were  brought  to  your 
knowledge  in  my  despatch  No.  3:22,  accompanying  the  letter  of  M.  Rogler  on 
the  subject. 

A  copy  of  the  "  answer  of  the  governor  of  Maeaacbiuetta  to  inqniries  respect- 
ing certain  emigrants  who  have  arrived  in  this  country  from  Earope,  and  who 
are  alleged  to  be  illegally  enlisted  in  the  anny  of  the  United  States,  &c.," 
printed  at  the  Oovemmeut  Printing  Office,  cane  into  my  liands  s  short  time 
since,  through  a  private  source,  and  appears  to  be  a  complete  refatation  of  these 
charges.  1  immediatelv,  on  reading  the  debate  referred  to,  took  it  to  the  foreign 
office  and  left  it  for  M.  Rogier,  who  was  out,  with  the  reqacHt  that,  if  it  bad 
not  already  been  bronebt  to  the  attention  of  the  govemnient  by  its  own  agents 
iu  the  United  States,  he  would  take  cognizance  of  it ;  and  I  propose  seeing  him 
to-morrow  to  repeat  the  hope  1  expressed  to  the  secretary  genera),  that  he  would 
have  the  justice  to  correct  the  impressiou  which  bis  silence  on  the  occasion  of 
M.  Haymans's  aBsertione  would  seem  likely  to  make  on  the  public  as  indorsing 
these  BcandalouB  statements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  moxt  obedient  servant, 

H.  8.  SANFORD. 

Hon.  W.  Hunter. 


Mr.  Mar»h  to  Mr.  Hienler. 

[Extract.) 

No.  119.]  Lb«atio.v  op  thr  Usitbh  States, 

Turin,  Matf  15,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  instruction  of 
April  17,  1865,  with  tbe  official  annonntement  of  the  assassination  of  the  Fres* 
ident  of  the  United  States.  I  immediately  communicated  a  copy  of  this  an- 
nouncement to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  have  received  a  reply,  of 
which  a  translation  is  annexed. 

I  have  received  a  cousidenible  nnmber  of  addresses,  resolutions,  and  other 
ex'pressions  of  condolence  with  tbe  people  of  the  United  States  on  this  sad 
event,  which  I  shail  forward  to  Washington  by  the  first  private  conveyance.  I 
ret^n  them  in  the  mean  time,  becaase  tbey  would  form  a  package  somewhat 
bulky  for  the  muls. 

There  are  in  circulation  many  rumors  of  a  projected  alliance  between  France, 
Austria,  Italy,  and  Spain  for  the  maintenauce  of  the  new  imperial  dynasty  in 
Mexico,  at  a  cost,  even,  of  s  war  with  tbe  United  States  ;  ana  a  visit  of  Gen- 
eral Cialdiai  to  Spain,  at  this  moment,  is  suspected  by  same  to  be  connected 
with  a  negotiation  for  this  end.  The  whole  thing  seems  extremely  improbable 
as  to  some  of  tbe  powers  in  question,  and  supremely  absurd  as  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  all  of  them.  In  such  a  crusade  I  can  hardly  believe  that  this  or  any 
other  European  government,  except,  perhaps,  England,  would  have  the  sup- 
port of  its  own  people ;  and  so  transparent  an  attempt  to  put  down  republican- 
ism in  America  as  this  wonid  be,  might  very  probably  teach  European  states- 
men that  democracy  is  a  mncb  more  powerful  element  of  opposition  lo  measnres . 
of  despotic  policy  than  they,  at  this  moment,  consider  it. 

■ogle 
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The  scBsion  of  parliament  is  not  yet  closed,  and  the  minister  of  forc^  affiin 
is  still  here,  but  ttie  transfer  of  all  the  public  offices  to  Florence  will  probably 
be  completed  before  the  month  of  June,  and  I  intend  to  go  to  that  city  in  the 
course  of  the  piesent  or  the  next  month. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 
Hon.  WiLUAM  Hunter, 

Acting  Sfcrelary  of  Stale. 


Mt.  MariJi  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  121. 1  Lkgaticv  ofthk  UjVited  States, 

Florence,  June  5,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  left  Turiu  on  Tuesday  last  and  came  immediately  to  this  citr.  I 
shall  make  my  arrAngements  for  a  permanent  residence  here  aa  rapidly  aa  por- 
aible,  though,  for  reasons  stated  in  a  former  despatch,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
make  occasional  visits  to  Turin,  until  I  can  secure  proper  apartments  for  ipt 
family,  and  the  convenience  of  the  legation,  which  is  by  no  means  an  easy  last. 
ATr.  Clay  preceded  me  by  a  few  days,  and  has  taken  lodgings  which  will  ecrrt 
as  an  office  until  a  better  provision  is  made. 

The  foreign  office  is  now  established  at  Florence,  although  one  branch  of  \i 
the  diplomatic  council,  as  well  as  some  other  public  offices,  still  remaia  it  ihr 
former  capital. 

I  saw  General  La  Marmora  on  Saturday.  He  inquired  into  our  present  nai 
probable  future  relations  with  Mexico,  with  no  small  interest,  and  I  know  fnn 
varioQB  sources  that  this  subject  is  now  occupying  the  serious  attention  of  Ittl- 
ian  statesmen  of  all  shades  of  political  opinion.  Incase  the  Emperor  Nspoleou 
shall  decide  to  send  large  re-enforcements  to  Mexico,  I  have  no  doubt  whiitfver 
tbat  Italy  will  be  called  upon  to  furnish  a  contingent,  and  tho  leading  article  in 
the  Opinione,  a  semi-official  organ,  which  I  sent  to  you  by  the  last  poet,  vt-< 
doubtless  intended  to  prepare  public  opinion  in  Italy  for  such  an  event. 

The  pending  negotiations  with   Rome  are  looked  to  with  mnch  aaiietr. 
Nothing  authentic  boa  transpired  as  to  the  character  of  the  instructions  of  ih( 
Italian  envoy.      ••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  P.  MARSH. 

Hon,  William  Hcnteb, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Stale. 


No.  234. 
Mr.  Marih  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

[ExUTicts.  ] 

No.  183.]  Lbgation  of  tub  Ukitbd  Status. 

Florence,  June  39,  1865. 
Sir  :  Although  I  am  not  officially  informed  that  you  have  so  far  recovered  u 
to  be  able  to  resnmc  the  discharge  of  yoar  functions  of  chief  of  the  State  D^ 
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partment,  1  infer  from  the  newspaper  accounts  tbat  yon  are  again  at  j'onr  post, 
and  I  accordingly  address  this  despatch  to  yon. 

Yon  have  certunly  better  means  than  I  can  have  of  jadging  of  tlie  intentions 
of  the  French  Emperorwithregard  to  Mezicoand  the  United  States,  but  I  cannot 
help  attaching  some  importance  to  the  tone  of  the  Italian  ministerial  press,  and 
of  all  the  Italian  jonmals  in  the  French  interest,  in  reeird  to  this  qnestion. 
They  are  evidently  still  aiming  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  a  call  from  France 
for  a  contingent  to  the  French  army  of  occupation  in  Mexico,  and  for  a  possible 
rapture  with  the  United  States.  Hnw  far  these  journals  speak  from  ministerial 
inspiration,  and  how  far  from  Frencli  Buggestion,  it  is  hard  to  say,         "         • 

The  negotiations  with  Rome  will  be  reaamed  as  soon  as  the  preliminary  elec- 
tions ore  over ;  and  if  the  present  ministry  remains  is  power  new  concessions 
will  be  offered,  provided  it  snits  the  policy  of  France  to  roquire  them.  Many 
suppose  the  settlement  of  the  Roman  question  to  be  especially  desired  at  this 
moment  by  Napoleon,  in  order  that  botn  his  troops  and  those  of  Italy  be  leas 
embarrasBcd  in  their  Mesican  movements,  but  I  shall  be  much  disappointed  if  a 
Gallo-Italic  transatlantic  war  does  not  end  in  a  Gallo-Italic  revolution  at  home. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  P.  MAESH. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwabu,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Kinx  to  Mr.  Seteard. 


No.  33.]  Lkoatiok  of  thb  Umted  States  at  Rome, 

March  4,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  am  reminded  by  the  date  of  my  letter  that  on  this  day  onr  honored 
President  renews  his  vow  of  devotion  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  our 
country,  and  enters  upon  the  second  term  of  his  administration. 

I  availed  myself  of  an  opportunity  during  the  current  week  to  converse  with 
the  French  ambassador,  the  Count  de  Sartiges,  about  affairs  in  Mexico,  and  the 
rumor,  very  current  in  Europe,  that  Maximilian  had  ceded  certain  provinces  to 
Napoleon  as  security  for  material  and  financial  aid,  of  which  ex-Senator  Gwin 
was  to  he  viceroy,  and  which  was  to  form  the  nnclena  of  a  "  confederate " 
colony.  The  count  treated  the  story  as  an  absurdity,  and  repeated  what  he 
said  to  me  some  months  ago,  that  the  Emperor  of  the  French  would  withdraw 
all  his  troops  from  Mexico  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Bishop  Lynch  is  still  in  Borne,  though  in  no  accredited  oEBcial  position.  I 
hear,  however,  that  he  and  those  who  sympathize  with  him  profess  confident 
hopes  of  some  European  demonstration  in  behalf  of  the  so-called  Confederate 
States  on  or  immediately  after  this  the  4th  day  of  March.  I  do  not  myself 
entertain  any  apprehensions  on  the  subject.  Europe  has  enough  to  do  at  home, 
while  the  United  States  of  America  have  abundantly  proved  that  they  can  take 
care  of  themselves,  and  neither  ask  nor  fear  any  foreign  intervention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

RUFUS  KING. 

Hon.  William  H.  Srwaru,  Secretary  of  State. 

DiqilizecoyGoOQle 
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Mr.  King  Ui  Mr.  Seward. 
[Eitract.] 

No.  36. j  Legation  of  the  United  States  at  Bomb, 

April  22, 1866. 
SiK  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  despatch  No.  26,  Item 
the  State  Department,  under  date  of  March  7,  in  reply  to  mine  of  Febmaiy  II, 
and  expreasiug  eatiefaction  with  the  contents  thereof. 

The  Fran  CO- Italian  treaty  contiunes  to  excite  lively  diecnuiona  in  the  diplo- 
matic and  political  circles  of  Europe.  It  ia  not  easy,  in  the  mfdat  of  the  varyiag 
opinions  expreeaed  and  the  conflicting  rumors  circulated,  to  predict  with  coofi- 
dence  the  results  of  that  convention.  The  chief  interest  hinges  upon  the  fiitsie 
statns  of  the  Pope,  and  the  probabilities  of  hia  leaving  or  remaining  in  Borne, 
in  the  event  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  French  troops.  I  had  a  long  couTetu- 
tipn  with  the  French  ambasBftdor,  Count  Sartigea,  on  this  topic  a  day  or  two 
since.  The  count  exprcBsed  the  belief  that  matters  were  approaching  a  eriais; 
that  the  Pope  was  pressed  by  conflicting  counsels,  one  party  (the  ultia-montaoe) 
urging  him  to  abandon  Rome,  and  the  other  opposing  snch  a  step  as  snicidtl; 
that  the  iesub  was  with  the  Holy  Father  himself,  who  thus  far,  at  least,  wu 
strongly  disinclined  to  leave  the  Vatican.  That  in  his,  the  connt's,  judgment, 
the  departure  of  the  Pope  from  Rome  wonld  be  the  signal  for  a  genenJ  convn!- 
sion  in  Italy,  if  not  throughout  Europe,  and  that  the  peac«  of  the  world  might 
depend  upon  the  Pope's  remaining  in  the  imperial  city,  where  he  thought  bit 
person  wonld  always  he  secure  and  his  authority  respected.  Connt  Sartign 
fiirther  informed  me  that  the  Pope  had  addressed  an  autograph  letter  to  Victor 
Emauue),  with  a  view  to  bring  about  a  conference  touching  the  questions  of 
church  and  state,  in  issue  between  the  papal  and  Italian  governments,  and  th*t 
within  a  few  days  an  accredited  representative  had  arrived  in  Rome  from  Victor 
Emanuel,  charged  with  a  reply  to  the  papal  missive.  He  regarded  this,  he 
added,  as  a  very  important  step  in  the  right  direction,  for  that  wonld  be  the 
happiest  possible  solution  of  the  problem,  which,  leaving  the  epiritnal  power  of 
the  Uoly  Father  unquestioned,  should  sustain  his  temporal  anUiority  by  Italiui 
bayonets.  I  have  given  quite  fully  the  substance  of  the  Freoch  ambassadot') 
remarks,  as  I  thought  them  very  significant  and  based  upon  intlmato  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts. 

Passing  from  Italian  topics  we  conversed  briefly  about  American  afiiun.  The 
count  said  that  he  regarded  the  last  news  as  entirely  conclusive  and  the  waiw 
substantially  at  an  end.  His  apprehension  then  was  that  some  trouble  m%bl 
grow  up  between  the  United  States  and  Maximilian.  He  did  not  fear  any  hat- 
tile  or  aggressive  action  on  the  part  of  our  government;  certainly  not,  he  said, 
BO  long  as  the  State  Department  continues  to  bo  managed  by  the  same  able 
statesman  who  had  presided  over  it  during  the  past  fooi  years ;  but  there  wu 
danger  that  forty  or  fitly  thousand  desperate  or  adventurous  men,  thrown  out 
of  active  eervicc  by  the  return  of  peace,  might,  at  any  moment,  ciobs  over  boa 
the  aonthwest  into  Mexico,  while  Uiere  never  would  be  wanting  a  Joarist  chief 
to  issue  a  pronunciamicuto  and  ^ve  to  the  movement  the  color  of  a  revolntiun. 
I  assured  the  coimt  that,  peace  once  restored,  the  aim  and  policy  of  our  govern- 
ment and  people  would  be  to  cultivate  friendly  relations  with  all  mankind,  and 
that  so  long  as  our  rights  were  respected  and  fair  treatment  extended  to  us  we 
should  be  ue  last  power  to  resort  to  war. 
I  cannot  close  this  despatch  without  tendering  to  our  honored  Preaident  and 
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hia  faithful  cabinet  my  heartfelt  coogratulationa  upon  the  glorious  ettcoeaeos 
which  have  crowned  the  Union  arms  and  cause.  "Thnuks  be  to  <3od  who 
fiveth  U8  the  victory!" 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obeclient  servant, 

RUFUS  KING. 
Hon.  William  H.  Sbwaru,  Ifn,  Ifc.,  S^. 


Mt.  King  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[Extract.] 
No-  40.]  LEaATIO.V  OP  THB  U.MTED  StATBS  AT  ROMB, 

May  24,  1865. 
^IR:  Since  my  despatch  of  May  13,  nothing  has  transpired  in  Rome  calling 
for  special  mention.  'iTie  diecnsston  to  which  I  referred  in  my  last,  as  to  the 
result  of  the  pending  conference  or  correspondence  between  the  Pope  and 
Victor  Emanuel,  is  Btill  going  on  in  diplomatic  and  political  circles.  It  is 
doubtful,  however,  whether  any  material  progress  has  yet  been  made  towards  a 
solution  of  the  different  questions  involved.  Tlie  return  of  SI.  Vegezzi,  the- 
envoy  of  Victor  Emanuel,  ia  daily  looked  for  bete,  and  it  is  generally  supposed 
that  he  will  bring  wilb  bim  some  definite  proposals  on  the  part  of  the  King  of 
Italy.  The  feeling  of  opposition  to  any  compromise  or  reconciliation  between 
the  Fope  and  the  King  does  not  aeem  to  abate  either  with  the  ulcra-montand 
party  in  the  church  «r  the  radicals  among  the  people,  and  the  hope  of  a  favora- 
ble isane  to  the  negotiations  appears  to  be  leas  strong  than  it  was  a  fortnight 

Among  the  rumora  received  from  America  hy  the  last  arrival  was  one  which 
has  created  some  excitement  and  elicited  a  variety  of  comments  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  It  is  that  wbich  refers  to  the  proposed  "emigration"  of  many 
disbanded  officers  and  aoldiers  of  the  federal  army  to  Mexico,  with  the  view  of 
taking  acrvicc  under  Juarez.  The  course  which  Maximilian  baa  pursued  to- 
wards the  church  since  lie  ascended  the  throne  of  the  Montezamas  has  coat 
him  a  large  ebare  of  the  popularity  wbich  he  enjoyed  at  Rome  a  year  ago,  and 
there  were  not  a  few  of  the  Catholic  dignitaries  who  expressed  the  hope  that 


the  AuBtrian  archduke  may  speedily  find  it  advisable  to  return  to  Europe. 
Some  of  the  French  journals,  accepting  the  rumor  as  a  fact,  sec  in  it  a  threat 
against  France,  and  seek  to  hold  the  federal  government  responsible  for  any 


movement  of  the  kind.  In  conversing,  however,  last  evening  ou  this  subject 
with  the  French  ambassador.  Count  Sartiges,  I  was  glad  to  hear  him  express 
the  atmoat  confidence  that,  bo  long  as  the  State  Department  at  Washington' 
continued  to  he  guided  by  the  same  able  hands  and  wise  counsels  which  had 
controlled  its  action  during  the  past  four  years,  there  need  be  no  fear  of  any 
difficulty  or  mieunderatanding  between  the  United  States  and  France. 


Hon.  William  H.  Sbward,  4^.,  Ifc.,  l^. 
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Mr  King  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No,  41.J  Leoatiox  of  the  United  States  at  Bome, 

June  2.  lS6o. ' 

Sir  :  I  have  tbc  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  r.ircnlnr  from  tL- 
State  Department,  under  date  of  May  16,  eaclostng  Wo  copies  uf  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  of  May  10,  relative  to  insnrgent  cmiaers,  one  nf  which  1 
am  directed  to  communicate,  without  delay,  to  the  government  to  which  I  dm 
accredited.  In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  I  this  morning  preseuted  li> 
the  cardinal  secretary  of  state  n  copy  of  the  proclamation  in  question,  wilh  ;■ 
hrief  explanation  of  its  contents. 

I  availed  myself  of  the  opportnoity  to  converse  with  his  eminence  ou  ibe 
suhject  of  American  afiairs.  He  rejoiced,  he  said,  to  see  that  the  war  was  en- 
tirely over,  and  that  the  questions  remaining  to  be  disposed  of  were  of  trifling 
importance  compared  with  the  great  one  which  had  been  so  effectually  settled. 
Allnding  to  the  capture  of  Jefferson  Davis,  the  cardinal  espresBed  the  hope  thai 
the  government  might  find  it  consistent  with  its  views  of  only  to  spare  the  life 
which  he  had  forfeited  to  the  outraged  laws  of  his  country.  I  remarked  to  hL= 
eminence  that  of  one  thing  at  least  he  might  rest  aflsnred — that  no  feeling  oi 
vengeance  would  dictate  the  coorse  pursued,  and  that  fewer  victims  would  full 
at  the  close  of  our  great  civil  war  than  in  any  other  similar  straggle  recorded  in 
bialory. 

The  cardinal  adverted  lo  our  existing  relations  with  Englnnd  and  Ftancf. 
and  the  causes  which  might  disturb  them.  Of  these  he  seemed  to  think  tbi: 
Mexico  was  the  most  prominent.  I  assured  bis  eminence  that  the  American 
gOTemment  would  not  permit  any  "  filibiistering"  expedition  to  be  fitted  ont  h 
the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  upset  Maximilian  and  expel  his  French  pro- 
tectors from  Mexico.  At  thd  aamo  time  I  expressed  the  belief  that  the  An^triac 
archduke  could  not  maintain  his  authority  there  without  foreign  help,  and  when 
that  was  withdrawn — as  it  shortly  must  be — he  would  probably  follow  in  their 
footsteps.  The  cardinal  coincided  in  this  opinion,  and  added  that  when  con- 
sulted on  the  subject  by  Maximilian,  upwards  of  a  year  ago,  he  had  cautioned 
the  Austrian  prince  against  undertaking  the  enterprise.  All  that  bis  emtnenc 
said,  indeed,  confirmtS  the  view  taken  in  my  last  despatch,  as  to  the  feeling  now 
entertained  by  the  papal  court  towards  Maximilian  and  his  projected  empire  0:1 
the  western  continent. 

I  mentioned  to  the  cardinal  that,  within  a  few  days  past,  Bishop  Lynch,  ot 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  a  reputed  confederate  agent,  bad  applied  to  me- 
through  a  friend,  to  know  upon  what  conditions  he  would  be  allowed  to  return 
to  South  Carolina  and  resume  bis  clerical  functions.  The  cardinal  remaiked. 
in  reply,  that  the  bishop  had  never  been  received  or  recognized  in  any  way  a.< 
an  accredited  representative  of  Jefferson  Davis,  and  that,  like  cvciy  other  good 
Catholic,  resideut  in  the  United  States,  it  was  his  bouuden  duty  to  honor,  i^ 
spect,  and  obey  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  government  under  whoJe 
protection  be  lived. 

The  envoy  of  Victor  Emanuel,  M.  Vegezzi,  is  expected  to  return  to  Rome  oc 
Monday  next.  This  is  anoiher  step  forward  in  the  pending  negotiations  b^ 
tween  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  Italy ;  bnt  no  prediction  can  yet  be  Nifely 
hazarded  as  to  the  final  result. 

I  am,  with  great  resiiect.  your  obedient  i^ervant, 

RUFUS  KINO 

Hon,  W.  Hunter, 

Arting  Secretary  of  S/alt. 
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Mr,  Pike  to  Mr.  Hunter. 

No.  16C,J  Umted  Status  Legation. 

The  Hague,  May  17,  1S65. 

SiK:  I  have  tlic  honor  to  ockiiowliiilge  tlie  receipt  of  jour  despatches  of  the 
aiat,  22A,  S4th,  and  2Sth  of  April,  Noa.  336,  SSD,  230,  and  one  not  natnbered  ; 
alao  your  two  deapatcheH  of  May  2,  Nos.  230  and  231,  (also  Xo,  232,)  the 
latter  containing  the  gratifying  inielligeave  of  the  continued  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Assistant  Secretary. 

The  rapid  progress  of  military  events  during  the  month  of  April  has  taken 
everybody  by  aurpriee  by  their  remarkable  completeness.  Europe  views  our 
final  trinmnhant  fucccasea  with  the  livelieat  interest  They  hare  alike  dis- 
appointed the  hopes  and  falsified  the  confident  predictions  of  the  ruling  classes 
here,  with  few  eKccptions,  The  question  now  uppermost  tvith  all  is,  "What 
will  become  of  the  intrusive  emperor  of  Mexico?" 

On  the  reception  of  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Johnston  with  the  remaining 
forces  of  the  rebellion  I  addressed  a  note  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affiiirs,  of 
which  I  enclose  a  copy. 

1  have  tho  honor  to  he,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  8.  PJKE. 

Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State,  Wathington. 


No.  240, 

Mr.  Pike  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  178.]  Unitbi)  States  Leoatiok. 

The  Hague,  October  18,  1SC5. 

Sia :  I  am  without  any  of  your  favors  excepting  yours  of  the  2d  instant, 
No.  552.  •••  ..«•• 

The  recent  publication  by  the  Britieh  government  of  the  late  correspondence 
between  Earl  Uussell  and  Mr.  Adams  on  the  Alabama  and  kindred  claims 
has  largely  occupied  public  attention.  The  apparently  positive  announcement 
that  the  English  government  will  not  submit  those  claims  to  arbitration  excites 
a  little  uneasiness. 

The  report  (I  suppose  unfounded)  of  a  recent  peremptory  eorreepondcnce  of 
onr  government  witli  France  on  the  Mexican  question  has  had  a  similar  effect. 

Tne  popular  mind  is  alert  to  snuff  the  daily  apprehension  in  the  conduct  of 
the  now  "great  republic." 

Following  the  scornful  taunts  of  the  last  four  years,  these  apprehensions  afe 
not,  perhaps,  unnatural. 

I  nave  tne  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  8.  PIKE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbwari>, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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SWEDEN    AND    NORWAY. 

No.  241. 

Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Setoard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  3.}  Legation  of  the  Unitkd  States, 

Stockhclm,  Septtmhtr  27,  1864. 

8rR  :  In  'mj  despatch  of  the  20th  inetant  I  had  the  hoaor  to  inform  joa  of 
vaj  arrival  here,  and  of  an  interview  with  Count  Manderetrom,  his  Majedj'n 
minister  of  state  and  of  foreign  afiaire.  Upon  the  Tetnm  of  the  King  from  On- 
land,  on  the  23d  instant,  I  received  a  ^ote  from  Coant  Manderetrom  infainusg 
me  that  my  audience  with  his  Majesty  would  take  place  at  the  palace  on  Sotnr- 
day,  the  S4th  iuEtaut,  at  three-qnart«'s  past  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  a  BubBCqnent 
note  informing  mc  that  on  Snnday,  the  25th  instant,  I  would  he  presented  to  liei 
Majesty  the  Qneen  at  the  royal  palace  of  Ulriksdale.  At  the  appointed  line 
on  Saturday  I  was  accordingly  uken  in  charge  by  the  grand  master  of  cen- 
mouies  and  King's  chamberlain,  and  conducted  in  the  King's  carriage,  with  the 
usual  ceremonies,  to  the  palace.  My  interview  with  his  Majesty,  after  the  citt- 
tomarr  aalutatione,  was  cordial  and  unceremonious  ;  I  could  not  have  heen  re- 
ceived more  kindly  by  any  gentleman  in  Europe.  In  delivering  my  letter  of 
credence,  I  assured  his  Majesty  that  I  was  chai^d  to  convey  to  his  Hiie^ty 
the  distinguished  consideration  and  personal  regards  of  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  to  express  the  earnest  desire  that  the  amicable  relatiou, 
both  commercial  and  political,  existing  between  the  government  of  the  United 
States  and  that  of  his  Majesty,  might  be  perpetuated.  I  took  occasion  to  uj 
daring  the  interview  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  felt  assured  tbtt 
the  same  enlightened  judgment  and  experienced  statesmanahip  that  so  ably  di- 
rected affairs  in  his  Majesty's  kingdoms  secured  to  the  Executive  and  people 
of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  sustaining  an  established  and  Christian  gov- 
cmment,  hie  M^esty's  profound  sympathy.  The  King  reciprocated  my  friendlj 
expressions,  and  avowed  himself  sincerely  desirous  of  continuing  amiuhle  rtli- 
tlons  with  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

My  snbsequeut  interview  with  the  Queen  at  Chateau  Ulriksdale  was  as  agree- 
able OS  interesting.  Her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  make  many  inquiries  ibonl 
the  productions,  climate,  and  people  of  my  country,  and  appeared  well  infnrmed 
concerning  the  United  States.  A  note  from  Count  Manaerstrom.  informs  w 
that  the  Qneen  Dowager  Josephine  will  grant  me  audience  at  her  country-seit 
'  of  Dottingholm  on  the  evening  of,  and  immediately  before,  the  ball  to  be  ^veo 
by  her  to  their  royal  highnesses  the  prince  and  princess  of  Wales.  On  tbil 
occasion  I  will  probably  be  presentpd  to  tbe  other  members  of  the  royal  (anilv. 
thus  completing  the  ceremony  of  reception. 

In  this  connection  I  may  with  propriety  state  that  in  my  audiences  with  tbwr 
MajestieB  1  was  preceded  by  Mr.  Mora,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  the  emperor  of  Mexico.  At  a  dinner  given  by  Count  Mander- 
Strom,  minister  of  state  and  of  foreign  affairs,  the  various  honors  which  Svedith 
etiquette  permits  upon  such  occasions  were  bestowed  upon  the  representatirw 
of  the  continent  of  America,  being  distributed  between  the  Mexican  envoy,  tht 
retiring  American  minister,  and  his  sncceasor.  The  reception  of  Mr.  Mora  in 
his  official  capacity  by  the  King  will,  it  is  believed,  be  followed  by  the  eil^ 
lishment  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Mexico  near  his  Majesty,  unless  cir- 
cumstances of  marked  signincance  mar  the  plans  of  the  emperor  of  that  con&tij. 
•  •  •  •  •.  a  •  •** 
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The  Swedish  militnry  and  oRval  departments  Laving  io  charge  the  Bnbject  of 
military  miuing,  have  of  late  been  making  a  Beriea  of  experiments  under  the 
direction  of  Colonel  J.  P.  Shafiner,  who  claims  to  be  a  loyal  citizen  of  Kentucky, 
iu  the  Malar  lake.  Colonel  Shaffner  claims  to  be  able  to  explode  a  mine  io 
water,  or  in  earth,  at  any  distance,  say  within  twenty  miles,  with  fozea  so  con- 
structed that  there  cannot  be  a  failure  of  explosion  instantaneously.  The  ap- 
paratus, or  battery,  is  so  portable  that  a  youth  can  carry  it  from  point  to  point, 
and  BO  simple  that  it  Ib  always  ready  for  use.  He  can  explode  one  mine  or  one 
hundred  at  the  same  time  or  consecutiyely.  I  have  seen  the  wrecks  of  the  gun- 
boats destroyed  by  Colonel  Shafiner  esperimentally.  Their  destruction  waa 
complete.  He  btiB  been  able  to  explode  a  mine  here  at  a  distance  of  one  and 
one-Dalf  mile,  want  of  additional  wire  having  limited  the  experiment  to  that 
distance,  while  the  military  authorities  here  having  the  subject  in  charge  were 
only  able  to  pass  a  spark  over  six  hundred  feet  of  wire. 

Military  men  have  informed  me  that  during  the  battle  of  Alaen  Colonel  Shaffner, 
at  5  a.  m.,  was  ordered  to  mine  a  narrow  strip  of  land,  having  the  sea  on  both 
sides,  over  which  the  Danish  army  was  obliged  to  retreat.  Before  9  o'clock 
a.  m.  the  mine  was  finished,  and  for  a  period  of  three  days  fifteen  thousand 
Pmseiana  remained  in  sight  of  the  Danish  army,  not  daring  to  traverse  the 
rained  territory.  When  the  royal  commission  shall  report  upon  the  invention 
and  experiments  of  Colonel  Shaffner,  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  a  copy 
to  the  Department  of  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAUES  H.  CAMPBELL. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secrrtary  of  State,  Sfe.,  ifc.,  ^. 


Mr.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward. 
[EitracL 
No.  7. J  Lbqatio.n  oi'  tub  United  Statbs, 

Stockholm,  November  5,  1864. 
Sib:  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  from  thodepartmentof  despatchee  of 
October  5,  No.  2  ;  October  10,  No.  47,  (addreBsed  to  Mr.  Haldeman  j)  October 
13,  No.  3,  and  October  17,  No.  4. 

An  early  opportunity  was  embraced  by  me  to  say  to  Count  Manderstrom,  in 
pursuance  of  instructions  contained  in  your  despatch  No.  2,  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  Baron  Nils  de  Wetterstedt  ns  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  Washington  was  duly  appreciated  as  a  mark  of  the  friendly  renrd 
of  hia  Majesty  towards  the  United  Stales ;  and  I  further  assured  Count  Man- 
derstrom that  the  Barou  de  Wetterstedt  would  be  cordially  welcomed  by  the 
President  as  the  representative  from  the  King  of  Sweden  and  Norway. 

Count  Manderstrom  expressed  much  gratification  at  the  intelligence,  and 

remarked  that  the  Baron  de  Wetterstedt  was  well  known  at  Washington. 

•  •*****•* 

1  havo  not  heeu  able  to  learn,  after  diligent  inquiry,  that  the  insurgents  are 

making  any  efforts  at  present  to  purchase  veasela  or  ordnance  within  the  limits 

of  this  legation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  CAMPBELL. 
Hod.  William  H.  Sbwakd, 

^  Secrtlary  (^  State,  Ifc.,  lfc„  l/c. 
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No.  243, 

Air.  Campbell  to  Mr.  Seward. 

Xo.  9.]  Lkgation  ok  thb  Umtbo  States, 

StocMolm,  December  13,  1S64. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackaonledge  the  receipt,  on  the  11th  instant,  of 
yoar  despatchee  No.  7,  of  the  ISlh  November,  ftnd  No.  8,  of  the  19th  NoTcmber 
last. 

In  accordance  with  insLructions  contained  in  despatch  No.  8,  I  sought  an 
early  interview  with  Coant  Manderstrom,  minister  of  state  and  of  foreign  afiain. 
His  eicellency  received  me  with  his  ueual  cordiality,  and  hastened  to  comma- 
nicate  the  contents  of  despatches  announcing  the  progress  and  snccess  of  oar 
armiee  in  Georgia,  under  General  Bhermau.  I  then  opened  the  busineaa  widi 
which  I  was  charged,  by  saying  that  my  government  nad  learned  with  regret 
that  the  Baron  Nils  de  'W  otterstedt  had  been  despatched  to  Mexico,  on  ba8ineti> 
of  B  diplomatic  nature,  as  the  envoy  of  his  Majesty ;  that  while  on  a  receat 
occasion  it  bad  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  express  on  the  part  of  my  govern- 
ment sentiments  of  appreciation  and  welcome,  iu  accordance  with  the  hi^  offi- 
cial and  private  character  of  Baron  Wetterstedt,  I  was  now  pained  to  say  to 
his  excellency  that  his  official  errand  to  Mexico  wan  far  from  being  satinfactcHy 
to  the  United  States,  and  that  if  it  did  not  prevent  his  official  reception,  it 
would  certainly  impair  the  cordiality  of  bis  welcome ;  that  in  thus  sprakJng  I 
did  not  exceed  thu  letter  or  spirit  of  my  inatrnctions. 

Count  UauderstroiD  here  expressed  regret  that  the  mission  of  Baron  Wet- 
tei'stedt  should  be  thus  regarded  by  the  United  States ;  and  argued  that  not 
having  reached  Washington,  or  been  officially  received  by  my  govenimcDt.  far 
conld  not  be  considered  as  minister  to  the  United  States  while  on  his  errand  to 
Mexfco. 

To  this  I  answered,  that  the  note  of  his  excellency,  on  file  in  the  Departmeat 
of  State  at  Washington,  announcing  the  diplomatic  trust  confided  to  the  Banm 
Wetterstedt,  and  tlie  reply  of  welcome  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  cer- 
tainly eBtabliebed  inchoate  relations  in  the  contemplation  of  both  goTemments. 

Count  Kanderslrom  then  assured  me  that  the  fact  complained  of  did  not 
originate  in  any  want  of  respect  to  the  government  of  the  United  States ;  that 
it  had  not  been  practicable  or  desirable  for  the  governments  of  Europe  to  main- 
tain relations  with  Mexico  in  her  former  disturbed  condition ;  that  the  empire  of 
Mexico  was  now  the  only  government  in  that  country ;  that  it  had,  through 
diplomatic  agencies,  claimed,  and  received,  recognition  of  most  of  the  powers  of 
Europe,  and  he  did  not  think  the  United  States  could  complain  of  Sweden 
adding  her  recognition  to  that  of  her  neighbors. 

I  rejoined,  that  the  United  States  maintained  amicable  and  fnll  Felationa  witli 
the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  knew  no  other  government  in  that  countiy ;  that 
ehe  regarded  with  disapprobation  the  attempt  to  establish  on  her  borders  iuti- 
tntions  inimical  to  her  own  ;  that  while  the  right  of  recognition,  chused  by 
all  sovereign  states,  involved  responsibilities,  I  was  not  inetmcted  to  nuke  that 
the  gronnd  of  complaint  in  this  instance.  But  it  must  be  apparent  to  hia  excellefl- 
cy,  in  view  of  the  distinctly  enunciated  sentiments  of  my  government,  that  aay 
intercourse  with  the  so-called  empire,  through  the  envoys  to  the  United  States, 
must  be  regarded  by  them  with  displeasure. 

Count  Manderstrom  then  remarked,  he  understood,  and  thought  he  vai  not 
mistaken  in  saying,  that  Russia  and  Belglnm  had  directed  ^eir  reapective 
representatives  at  Washington,  Mr.  Stoeckl  and  Mr.  Blondeel  von  Ceelebroeck, 
to  proceed  to  Mexico  on  similar  errands.  I  contented  myself  with  obKrving, 
that  upon  this  fact,  or  the  consequent  action  of  my  government,  I  was  not  is- 
formed. 
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TLe  mittii^t^r  of  foreign  affaire  tlien,  with  ereat  eamestDess  aud  warmtb,  re- 

Seated  his  assurance  that  no  disrespect  to  the  United  States  hid  been  intended. 
[e  reminded  me  of  the  long-estaolished  frieadehip  of  Sweden  for  the  United 
States,  and  her  consistent  avoidance  of  recognition,  or  aaeistance  lo  the  confed- 
erate rebels,  and  the  frequent  aid  his  Majesty's  subjects  had  rendered  in  onr 
armies,  thus  showing  the  sj^mpathr  which  onr  cause  received  here,  and  he  sin- 
cerely hoped  the  good  understanding  heretofore  existing  might  not  be  inter- 
rupted. I  expressed  the  appreciation  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
for  the  friendship  uf  Sweden  and  Norway,  and  assured  him  I  should  take  plea- 
sure in  conveying  the  sentiments  declared  by  him  to  my  government,  and  rose 
to  leave.  Count  Uanderstrom  accompanied  me  to  the  door,  hoping  that  I  would 
convey  the  full  import  of  his  expressions  of  respect  and  amity  to  my  govern- 
ment, and  with  oinch  frankness  added,  taking  my  hand  in  his,  "  My  dear  sir,  it 
was  simply  a  question  of  economy  ;  Aussia  has  done  the  same  thing,  and  you 
know,"  siud  he,  laughingly,  "you  are  very  good  friends  ifith  Russia.''  "  Not 
better  than  we  have  been  with  Sweden,"  said  I,  and  took  my  leave. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation  Count  Manderstrom  remarked  that  Baron 
Wettcrstedt  would  only  remain  in  Mexico  about  five  days. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  CAMPBELL. 
Hon.  William  H.  Skward, 

Secretary  of  State,  ifc.,  Ifc.,  ^. 


No.  844. 
*  jtfr.  Seward  to  Mr.  CampheV. 

So.  11.]  Dbpartmbst  of  State, 

Waihingltm.  January  10,  18^. 
Sih;  Your  despatch  of  the  13th  of  December,  No.  9,  has  been  received. 
Count  Manderstrom  must  have  been  misinformed.  Russia  has  not  directed  Mr. 
Stoeckl  to  leave  his  mission  here  to  perform  a  duty  in  another  quarter — anch  as 
the  count  supposes.  The  United  States  acktiowledge  with  pleaaure  the  rela- 
tions of  cordial  friendship  existing  between  themselves  and  Russia.  But  this 
friendship  ia  neither  more  intimate  nor  more  cordial  than  that  which  the  United 
States  desire  to  preserve  with  Sweden,  They  would  deeply  regret  any  oc- 
carrence  that  should  show  that  this  desire  is  not  reciprocated  on  the  part  of 
Sweden. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Jamb$  H.  Cami'bell,  Esq.,  tfc.,  Ifc.,  Stockholm. 


TURKEY. 

No.  245. 

Mr.  Morrit  to  Mr.  Scutard. 

[Extract.] 

No.  108]  Leuatio.s  of  the  Unitbd  States  of  A.mebica, 

Coiutantinople,  March  S9,  1865. 
Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  despatch  No.  86,  of  the 
date  of  February  11,  and  to  transmit  a  translation  of  the  note  of  Ali  Pacha,  min- 
ister of  foreign  affairs,  to  the  Turkish  minister  in  London,  relative  to  the  question 
of  religiou^oleration  in  tlie  l^irkish  empbe. 
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It  is  important  that  tbe  views  of  tbe  Turkieli  goverament  oa  this  snbjec: 
slioald  be  put  on  record  among  our  own  state  papers,  that  the  religious  commu- 
nity in  the  United  States  mar  trnderatand  to  what  exteat  the  free  exercise  and 
leaching  of  Christianity  is  allowed  in  the  dominions  of  the  Saltan,  and  to  what 
restrictions  it  is  SDbjected.  As  the  Americau  missionaries  iu  Tnikey  have  never 
made  themselves  amenable  to  any  of  the  accnisations  of  this  note,  it  ie  nnnece«- 
sary  for  m«  to  ropel  them  on  their  part. 

In  despatch  No.  96  I  mentioned  that  the  goverament  of  the  Saltan  bad  ap- 
pointed Haidar  Effcudi  as  special  envoy  to  the  government  of  the  emperw 
Maximilian,  to  reciprocate  the  complimentary  mission  of  Martinea  del  Rio.  It 
now  appears  that  no  minister  will  be  accredited  by  the  Forte,  in  any  capacity,  to 
Uexico. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Stcretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Morru  to  Mr.  Hunter. 
[Bitracl.] 

No.  lib.]  Legation  of  thb  United  Status  of  Ameri^, 

ComtaiUinople,  May  1^1865. 
Qut :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  enclosed,  addresBes  of  condolence  on  tht 
death  of  President  Lincoln  from  the  British  residents  of  CoDBtant>nople  and  the 
printed  account  of  the  proceedings  in  connection  with  the  same,  and  from  ihf' 
native  Protestant  community  of  this  place,  through  their  head  Mr.  Seropj'an. 

General  Marquez,  a  special  ebvoy  from  the  so-called  emperor  MaximOiaa  n( 
Mexico,  has  arrived  here  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  to  the  Snltan  the  decor- 
ation of  the  Order  of  Guadalupe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MORRIS. 
Hon.  William  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Stale. 


Mr.  Morri*  to  Mr.  Hunter. 
[Eitract.] 

No,  116.]  Legation  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Omttanlinoplt,  May  35,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  letter  of  condolence  on  the  part  of  the 
Shah  of  Persia  and  one  from  the  Greek  minister  of  fordgn  afiain  to  the  Greek 
consul  at  New  York.  The  letter  has  been  commtmicated  to  me  by  the  minisler 
of  Greece  to  the  Porte,  by  order  of  his  government,  with  the  request  that  I  shottld 
forward  it  to  my  goverament 

The  object  of  the  visit  of  ^General  Harqnez,  the  special  eovoy  of  tbew- 
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called  enmeror  Maximilian,  is  limited  to  the  purpoae  desi^ated  in  my  last  de- 
spatch. The  grand  vizier  declares  to  be  without  fonudation  the  report  that  the 
Forte  will  give  him  its  Eauction  for  the  incorporation  of  the  Egyptian  blacks 
into  the  imperial  army,  and  of  a  farther  contingent  of  black  troops  from  Eeypt. 
He  said,  in  reply  to  mr  inquiries  on  the  anbiect,  that  the  Forte  wonld  nave 
nothing  t')  do  with  euch  an  affair.  I  learn,  however,  that  General  Marqnez 
ei]>''t'.  s  to  receive  at  Vienna  four  battalions  and  a  regiment  for  the  service  of 
Maxiinilian.  The  soldiers  enlisted  in  Europe  for  this  purpose  are  needy  adven- 
turers, whom  necessity,  and  not  sympathy  with  the  imperial  cause,  has  induced 
to  accept  the  proffers  of  the  agents  of  Maximilian.  They  are  not  such  a  class 
of  men  as  can  be  relied  on  to  snpport  ii  government  in  the  hour  of  adversity. 
The  desire  to  get  to  America  also  is  so  great  that  men  will  embrace  any  pre- 
text to  compass  their  wishes  in  this  respect.  Never  was  there  a  time  when  the 
hearts  of  the  million  masses  of  Europe  throbbed  bo  warmly  to  tbe  United 
States  as  now,  and  never  was  there  less  sympathy  with  any  movements  di- 
rected agtunst  the  spread  of  onr  political  principles  on  the  American  continent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOY  MOERIS 
lion.  WiLLrAM  Hunter, 

Acting  Secretary  of  State. 


Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  MorrU. 

No.  93.]  Department  of  State 

Wathington,  September  21,  \t . 

Sir:  a  despatch  has  been  received  at  the  department  from  Mr.  Hale,  ageut 
and  consul  general  of  the  United  Slates  at  Alexandria,  announcing  that  nine 
hundred  negroes  from  the  Soudan  or  upper  country  of  Egypt,  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Facha,  were  expected  shortly  to  arrive  at  Alexandria  to  be  era- 
barked  in  French  transports  fur  Mexico,  to  relieve  the  contingent  which  was 
sent  out  in  January,  1663.  The  latter  proceeding,  as  yoware  aware,  excited 
much  comment  at  the  time,  but  it  passed  unnoticed  by  this  goveromeQt,  which 
was  then  seriously  occupied  with  a  peculiar  condition  of  merely  domestic  affairs, 
and  with  the  foreign  embarrassments  which  grew  out  of  that  condition.  Since 
then  the  United  States  have  abolished  slavery.  The  attention  of  Congress  as 
well  aa  that  of  the  execntive  department  and  of  the  country  has  been  very 
steadily  fixed  upon  the  course  of  events  ia  Mexico,  which  I  need  not  say  form  a 
subject  of  aerions  concern  with  regard  to  the  safety  of  free  republican  institu- 
tioDS  on  this  continent — an  object  with  which  we  are  accustomed  to  connect  the 
desired  ultimate  consequence  of  the  abolition  of  every  form  of  compulsory 
civil  or  military  servitude  on  this  hemisphere. 

You  are  instructed  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Turkish  gov- 
ernment, and  to  state  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  government,  the  renewal  of  the 
transaction  referred  to  could  not  be  regarded  with  favor,  or  even  without  deep 
anxie^,  by  the  people  of  thf  United  States.  It  will  he  proper  for  you  to  in- 
form the  minidter  for  foraiga  affairs  that  I  have  written  upon  the  anbject  in  the 
same  sense  herein  adopted  to  the  diplomatic  agent  of  the  United  States  at 
Paris,  and  to  the  consul  general  at  Alexandria. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAED. 

E.  Joy  MoBRts,  Esq.,  Ifc.,  Ifc.,  Constantinople. 
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Mr.  Morrii  to  Mr.  Seicard. 

No.  130.J  Leuation  of  TH8  United  States  of  America, 

Omitantinople,  October  29,  1665. 

Sib  :  I  have  ibc  honor  to  ackuowleclge  the  receipt  of  despatch  Ko.  93,  dit«d 
September  21,  relative  to  the  negro  troops  about  to  be  sent  from  Egypt  to  Hexko. 
In  conformitT  with  the  inetrnctioDS  from  the  department,  I  baye  eomc  his  Higb- 
oeBB  Ali  Pacha,  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  acqnainted  with  the  contents  of  the 
same.  He  informed  me  that  the  Ottoman  government  was  in  nowise  connecud 
with  the  Bending  of  the  original  contingent  of  negro  troops  from  £g7pt  to  Mexico^ 
that  it  first  became  cognizant  of  the  transaction  through  the  pnolic  prints,  ud 
that  at  mj  reqncst  in  1863  it  had  addressed  the  late  viceroj  on  the  BafajecL  He 
replied  by  telegram  (and  it  was  tbe  last  communication  received  from  him, foi  he 
was  then  in  a  dying  condilion)  that  it  was  an  inconsiderate  act  on  his  put.  of 
which  he  deeply  repented,  bnt  that  it  was  then  too  late  to  recall  tbe  engagement 
he  had  contracted  with  the  French  Emperor.  The  affair  was  altogether  bnirep- 
tJtions  so  far  as  tbe  consent  of  the  Forte  was  necessary  to  its  aothorization. 

His  Highness  further  ebserved  that  tbe  present  Pacha  of  Egypt,  during  hir 
visit  here  last  summer,  had  represented  the  great  embarrassment  he  felt  on  thir 
subject;  that  a  request  had  been  made  to  bini  by  tbe  French  Emperorforafu- 
iher  contingent  of  negro  troops  to  supply  tbe  losses  occasioned  by  war  and  diseuf 
in  the  ranks  of  those  originally  sent,  and  that  be  deemed  himself  in  some  d^rw 
constrained  by  courtesy  to  a  friendly  sovereign  and  the  example  of  bis  predeceuor 
to  comply  with  the  request,  and  that  he  desired  to  know  if  the  Porte  would  inter- 
poae  any  objections. 

His  Highness  replied  to  this  inquiry,  after  consultation  with  hie  Majesty  tin 
Sultan,  that  the  Porte  must  not  be  considered  as  privy  to  the  transaction;  tnitit 
WBJB  originally  entered  upon  without  its  knowledge  or  approbation,  and  that  while, 
owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  would  now  insist  on  the  eu- 
cellingof  the  obligations  already  contracted  with  the  French  Emperor  by  the  viee- 
roy,  it  must  express  the  hope  tbat  this  would  be  the  last  of  such  an  impolitic  pro- 
ceeding. The  Pacba  assured  his  Highness  that  the  wishes  of  tbe  Porte  wonlo,  io 
this  respect,  be  complied  with.  His  Highness  added  tbat  none  of  these  nunc* 
were  slaves.  Hesaidthetthe  ministerof  MaximilianatthiacourtiGrenetalUw- 
quez,  bad  never  spoken  to  him  on  the  matter.. 

Id  conclusion  be  remarked  that  the  Porte  entertained  a  sincere  feeling  of  respect 
and  friendship  for  the  government  of  the  United  States ;  that  it  regarded  it  M  iu 
natural  ally ;  that  it  admired  tbe  principles  of  equity  and  justice  by  which  iM  in- 
tercourse with  other  nations  was  regulated,  and,  as  he  had  often  assured  rncbii 
Majesty  the  Sultan,  and  all  the  members  of  the  Ottoman  government,  most  vm- 
dially  rejoiced  in  the  i-e-cstablisbment  of  the  integrity  of  the  American  Uoimi. 
and,  as  I  was  also  aware,  their  sympathies  during  tbe  late  civil  war  had  invariably 
been  ou  the  side  of  the  constituted  government  of  the  Uuited  States.  He  begged 
me  also  to  convey  to  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  tbe  assurance  that  the  goT- 
emment  of  his  Majesty  tbe  Sultan  desiied  to  be  understood  as  having  uo  wish  to 
interfere  directly  or  indirectly  against  tbe  inWrestsof  tbe  government  of  tbe  United 
States  or  of  those  of  the  American  people,  bnt  that,  on  tbe  contrary,  it  would  be  mut 
happy  to  promote  them  whenever  the  occasion  offered. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

•  B.  JOY  MOERIS. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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No.  250. 
Mr.  Sale  to  Mr.  Setcard. 
No.  41.j        Agency  AND  CoxsuLATB  Grnbral  or  THE  U.S. OF  America, 

Alexandria,  Egypt,  Augtut  26,  ISGA. 

Sir:  Nine  hundred  negroes  from  the  Soudan  or  upper  conntiy  of  Eg^pt, 
within  the  jnrisdiction  of  ue  Pacba,  are  expected  shortly  to  orriTe  at  Alexandria 
to  be  embarked  in  French  tiansporte  for  Mexico  to  relieve  the  contingent  fur- 
tively Bcut  out  in  the  mouth  of  January,  one  thonaand  eight  hundred  and  aixty- 
tbree.  I  mast  give  the  Pacha  credit  for  putting  me  in  possoision  of  full  and 
early  information  on  the  subject  in  the  most  frank  possiole  manner.  On  this 
occasion,  at  least,  there  is  nothing  clandestine  about  the  proceeding.  I  told 
him  that  I  regretted  to  hear  of  the  movement,  and  wished,  at  least,  that  it 
might  he  delayed.  He  said  that  it  was  simply  the  execntion  of  an  agreement 
made  between  his  predecessor,  Said  Pacha,  aud  the  Emperor  of  the  French, 
three  years  ago;  that  the  number  of  soldiers  in  service  would  not  be  increased 
by  a  single  unit ;  that  the  number  was  inconsiderable,  being  only  one  battalion, 
or  the  fourth  part  of  a  regiment,  and  not  exceeding  nine  hundred  in  all,  officers 
included.  He  gave  me  the  most  positive  BBBurance  that  it  is  not  proposed  to 
iocrease  this  number.  The  Pacha  then  fell  into  a  line  of  conversation  which, . 
especially  as  he  expressed  a  wish  that  it  might  be  regarded  as  confidential,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  report  in  detail,  more  than  to  say  that  be  expressed  to  me 
no  interest,  wish,  or  expectation  to  see  the  successful  establishment  of  an  empire 
in  Mexico  under  French  auspices.  He  ridiculed  the  small  effective  results 
reached  by  the  French  in  their  efforts  at  colonization  everywhere,  and  pointed 
with  some  pride  to  the  small  number  of  troops  with  which  he  keeps  order  in 
hie  own  dominions  compared  to  the  great  numoer  of  French  troops  always  in 
service  in  Algeria,  citing  the  recent  pamphlet  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French 
for  proof  that,  after  all,  that  country  is  not  well  governed.  He  r^ards  the 
sending  out  of  this  relief  corps  as  a  necessary  act  of  humanity  to  the  Egyptian 
negroes  who  are  now  in  Mexico,  while  he  thinks  that  he  cannot  in  good  faith 
escape  the  maintenance  of  a  small  force  there  in  respect  of  the  engagements 
entered  into  fay  his  predecessor.  The  whole  cost  of  the  movement,  which  is 
"  enormous,"  is  paid  by  the  French  government.  The  Pacha  made  this  point 
with  emphasis,  using  the  word  "enormous"  (or  rather,  its  French  equivalent) 
no  less  than  three  times,  and  betrayed  evident  satisfaction  that  the  expenses  do 
not  come  out  of  bis  own  purse. 

The  circumstances  of  the  original  movement  are  described  in  the  despatch  of 
my  predecessor  No.  27,  under  date  of  January  18, 186-$.  Mr.  Thayer  addressed 
most  enei^etic  remonstrances  to  Said  Pacha,  and  to  his  minister,  and  obtained  a 
positive  aesunince  that  the  number  of  the  contingeut  should  not  be  tncreused. 
Said  Pacha  was  then  actually  on  his  death-bed,  and  his  demise  is  reported  in 
the  same  despatch.  Of  one  ground  of  remonstrance  to  the  movement  suggested 
by  Mr.  Thayer,  namely,  the  violation  it  implies  of  the  suzerainty  of  the  Porte, 
it  may  he  remarked,  iu  addition  to  the  fact  that  it  has  heretofore  proved  futile, 
and  to  other  reasons  which  exist  for  not  pressing  it  at  this  time,  that  as  the 
Facha  has  just  returned  from  Constantinople,  it  may  not  be  improbable  that  he 
has  prepared  himself  with  the  necessary  permission. 

In  the  course  of  the  conversation  the  Pacha  told  me  that  the  Egyptian  army 
list  numbered  about  twenty  thousand,  of  whom,  aa  I  understood,  about  eight 
thousand  are  in  active  service  in  various  parts  8f  the  country.  From  other 
sources  I  have  learned  that  the  mortality  in  the  army,  from  cholera,  has  been 
frightful.  The  Pacha,  however,  remarked  that  only  one  of  his  negroes  had  died 
from  yellow  fever  in  Mexico,  saying  that  it  appeared  that  the  negro  constitution 
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was  proof  against  such  maladies.  I  hinted  to  him  that  if  he  can  epue  a  few 
hundred  Bolaiera  peculiarlj  fit  for  service  in  Mexico,  the  TTnited  States  hive 
lately  had  under  aimB  more  than  one  hoiidred  thousand  of  the  same  race.  Theee 
men  would  be,  in  like  manner,  pecoliaily  fit  for  serrice  in  Egypt  if  the  vicioua 
principle  of  interference  which  supports  the  empire  in  Mexico,  to  which  the  Pa- 
cha lends  his  soldiers,  should  at  any  thne  be  retaliated  hy  us.  Hitherto  we 
have  practiced  the  contrary  principle,  and  have  expected  other  govenmenta  to 
respect  it,  at  least  so  far  as  America  is  concerned  ;  and,  without  interreniog  oor- 
selves  in  Oriental  politics,  "  what  the  Pacha  has  done  in  Mexico  at  the  reqaest 
of  another  power,  the  United  States  might  do  in  Egypt  at  the  request  of  Bome 
friendly  power." 

Tbeae  and  other  arguments,  of  course,  might  be  pressed  upon  the  E^ptiu 
government,  to  prevent  the  departure  of  the  relief.  What  I  have  already  sdd 
to  the  Pacha  will  serve  very  well  as  a  foundation  for  any  formal  commnnicatiim 
in  the  way  of  an  objection  or  protest  that  you  may  think  advisable  to  iiutroct 
me  to  make  ;  or,  in  case  it  is  deemed  besi  to  let  the  matter  rest  without  farther 
remark,  I  thiuk  you  need  not  hesitate  to  believe  that,  while  the  Pacha  cannot 
very  readily  get  rid  of  the  subsisting  engagement  made  by  his  pTedecessor,  he 
has  wit  enough  of  his  own  to  see  Uiat  bis  sending  troops  to  America,  howeTcr 
inconsiderable  in  number,  is  a  thing  not  particularly  agreeable  to  the  people  <^ 
the  United  States,  and  that  it  would  be  very  foolish  for  him  to  do  aaythiog 
more  that  might  have  the  effect  to  provoke  an  intervention  of  the  United  Stttn 
against  him  in  some  possible  turn  of  Egyptian  afiairs. 

No  doubt  yon  will  regard  the  sending  of  this  relief  from  Egypt  in  connection 
with  the  recruiting  in  Europe  for  the  Belgian  and  Austrian  legions  for  Gerriee 
in  Mexico,  the  renewal  of  the  French  forces  there,  and  other  matters,  of  tbe 
views  of  the  government  with  regard  to  which  I  am  not  apprised. 

My  audience  with  the  Pacha  took  place  at  Cfuro  yesterday,  and  the  overland 
mail  which  most  take  forward  this  despatch  is  already  announced.  But,  nnlew 
upon  reflection  {for  which  as  yet  I  have  had-  little  time)  I  should  conclude  to 
make  a  formal  representatiou  in  writing  to  the  Egyptian  government,  addressed 
to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  I  ahall  content  myself  for  the  present  with  the 
general  remarks  I  have  already  made  verbally  to  the  Pacha,  awaiting  yom 
further  instructions. 

Althongh  the  arrival  of  the  negroes  from  the  upper  country  may  he  expected 
at  any  ^e,  everything  moves  so  slowly  in  Egypt  that  it  would  not  he  at  lU 
surprising  if'  it  were  to  be  considerably  delayed. 

I  have  taken  advantage  of  the  departure  of  one  of  the  American  missionaries 
for  the  upper  conntry  to  arrange  for  timely  confidential  infonnation  of  tbeii 
coming. 

I  believe  nothing  is  known  of  tbe  matter  in  general  circles  here.  It  had  not 
been  mentioned  to  me  hy  any  of  my  colleagues. 

I  was  gratified  on  tbe  19tb  instant  by  the  receipt  of  your  instruction  No.  lit, 
of  July  24th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAELES  HALE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


No.  251. 
Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Hale. 
No.  13.]  Depabtmbnt  op  State, 

Washington,  September  21,  1865. 
Sir  ;  Your  despatch  of  August  26,  No.  41,  has  been  received.    It  annomiMi 
that  nine  hundred  negroes  from  the  upper  country  of  Egypt,  within  the  juria- 
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diction  of  tlie  Pacha,  are  expected  shortly  to  arrive  at  Alexandria,  to  be  em- 
barked in  French,  transports  for  Mexico,  to  relieve  the  contingent  which  woe 
Bent  out  in  January,  1863.  The  latter  proceeding,  as  yon  are  aware,  excited 
mnch  comment  at  the  time ;  but  it  passed  unnoticed  by  this  government,  which 
was  then  setiously  occupied  with  a  peculiar  condition  of  merely  domestic  affairs, 
ftnd  with  the  foreign  embarr&samente  which  grew  out  of  that  condition.  Since 
then  the  United  States  have  abolished  slavery.  The  attention  of  Congress,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  executive  deportment  and  of  the  country,  has  been  very 
steadily  fixed  npon  the  course  of  events  in  Mexico,  which,  I  need  not  say,  form 
a  subject  of  serioos  concern  with  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  free  republican  iu- 
Btitutions  of  this  country,  an  object  with  which  we  are  accnatomed  to  connect 
the  deaired  ultimate  consequence  of  the  abolition  of  every  form  of  compul.'ory 
civil  or  military  servitude  m  this  hemisphere. 

You  are  instructed  to  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  Pacha'a  minis- 
ter for  foreign  affairs,  and  to  atate  to  him  that,  in  the  opinion  of  thia  govern* 
ment,  the  renewal  of  the  transaction  alluded  to  could  not  be  regarded  with  favor, 
or  even  without  deep  anxiety,  by  the  people  of  the  United  States.  It  will  bo 
proper  for  yon  to  inform  the  minister  that  I  have  written  upon  the  subject,  in 
the  same  eenae  herein  adopted,  to  the  diplomatic  agenta  of  the  United  Stales 
residing  respectively  at  Paris  and  Oonstantinople. 
I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

CilARLUS  Hale,  Esq.,  Ifn.,  ![e.,  Ahxandri 


WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 


Mr,  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

TEltract.] 

Xo.  44.]     Agency  and  Consulate  General  op  the  U.  S.  op  A-mkrica, 

Alexandria,  Egypt,  October  27.  1865. 

Sir:  I  received  on  the  19th  instant  your  No.  13,  under  date  of  Slat  Septem- 
ber, and  lost  no  time  in  writing  to  tbe  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  who  ia  now  in 
Cairo,  in  the  exact  eenae  of  your  ioatruction.  No  answer  haa  yet  been  received; 
bnt  this  ia  not  remarkable,  for  tbe  minister  wonld  naturally  take  the  instruction 
to  the  Pacha,  who  has  been  making  an  excursion  on  the  Nile  so  far  as  Minieh, 
from  which  be  did  not  return  to  Cairo  until  the  morning  of  the  25th. 

Colonel  Stanton,  tbe  British  agent  and  conaul  general,  to  whom  I  had  com- 
municated the  substance  of  my  information  at  the  end  of  August,  and  who  had 
tranamitted  it  to  bis  govemmant,  called  on  me  on  the  20tb  instant  (that  ia,  the 
day  afW  I  had  received  yonr  instruction)  and  informed  me  that  he  bad  tbe  in- 
Btnictions  of  hia  government  to  remonstrate  against  any  forcible  and  compulaoiy 
deportation  of  Nubians  from  Sgypt  to  serve  under  tbe  French  flag  in  Mexico. 
I  believe  theae  are  the  exact  words  of  bis  instruction. 

I  may  mention  that  the  Brideh  bold  the  Egyptian  authorities  to  a  very  exact 
fnlfilment  of  ^eh-  promises  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  It  is  certain  that  slavery 
still  exists  in  Egypt;  but  any  slave  who  can  manage  to  get  before  tbe  firitish 
consul  is  sent  with  the  dragoman  of  the  consulate  to  the  local  conrt,  where  hia  free 
papers  are  demanded  and  are  accorded.  In  tbia  ^ay  Mr,  Reade,  British  consul 
at  Cairo,  and  Mr.  Stanley,  British  consul  at  Alexandria,  have  aecored  tbe  manu- 
miasion  of  at  least  twenty  each  (probably  a  larger  number)  since  I  have  been 
here.     In  one  instance  it  was  a  slave  woman  who  bad  escaped  from  a  Pacha's 
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barem  aad  fled  to  Mr.  Seade'a  hoiue.  Her  moater  fallowed  and  tried  to  per- 
suade her  to  return.  She  was  firm,  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  her  up,  ■ttbongb, 
no  doubt,  ehe  had  coat  bim  a  large  snm.  Mi.  Stanley,  within  a  fortoigbt,  hu 
secured  the  freedom,  in  a  similar  manner,  for  two  or  three  people  escaped  ftom 
ibe  service  of  a  high  officer  in  the  Egyptian  navy. 

It  baa,  no  doubt,  occurred  to  Colonel  Stanton,  aud  the  suggefltion,  no  doubt, 
would  be  approved  by  Lord  Bussell,  that  the  same  principles  which  led  Great 
Britain  to  ooject  to  forced  labor  on  the  Suez  canal,  and  to  involuntary  dome«tic 
servitude  in  Egypt,  apply  to  compulsory  military  drafts  here  for  service  in 
Mexico. 

Soon  after  my  despatch  No.  41  was  forwarded,  one  of  the  local  papers  here 
reproduced,  in  Italian,  a  letter,  probably  from  the  Independence  Beige,  connect' 
ing  Nubra  Pacha's  visit  to  Paris  with  Uiis  buBiness.  It  was  stated  in  this  lettn 
that  the  Egyptian  government  would  place  several  regiments  at  the  diapoul  of 
France  to  re-enforce  the  army  of  occupation  in  Mexico,  and  that  the  question  itf 
money  was  all  that  remained  to  be  settled  between  the  Egyptian  and  French 
governments. 

I'he  French  local  paper  printed  the  day  before  yesterday  some  extracts  from 
a  paper,  by  the  Count  de  K^ratry,  in  the  Reme  des  Deux  Hondee,  extolling 
the  good  service  of  the  Egjptiau  troops  In  Mexico. 

•  •••*»•  * 

Meanwhile  theio  is  no  intelligence  of  the  coming  of  the  negroes.  A  coniid- 
erable  body  of  Egyptian  troops,  perhaps  as  many  as  four  or  five  thousand,  have 
just  come  to  Alexandria,  and  arc  quartered  in  the  barracks  at  Ras-el-Un.  That. 
however,  are  not  negroes  ;  a  considerable  portion  of  them  are  new  recruits,  and 
it  ia  said  they  are  brought  here  for  parposes  of  drill. 

A  detachment  of  French  soldiers,  from  Cochin  China,  has  also  just  amred 
from  Suez  at  Alexandria,  and  is  said  to  be  waiting  the  arrival  of  tranapoitj  to 
take  them  back  to  Fi-ance.  Meanwhile  they  are  quartered  on  board  the  boBpi- 
tal  ship,  which  is  the  only  French  government  vessel  now  in  this  borbor. 

Three  Austrian  men-o^war  lately  arrived  and  still  remain  in  the  harbor. 

I  shall  keep  this  despatch  open  until  the  latest  moment  before  the  departnie 
of  the  mail  packet,  in  order  to  be  able  to  send  any  additional  information  which 
f  ho  able  to  obtain. 

D  the  bouor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAfiLES  HALE. 


aayb 
lb 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

[Extract.] 

No.  45.]  AaBNCv  and  Consulatb  Gbnbbal  op  thb  U.  S.  of  Ambbica, 
Alexandria,  Egypt,  Kooemher  13,  1865. 
Sir  :  Although  I  have  not  yet  received  a  formal  answer  from  the  minister  ht 
foreign  affairs,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  proposed  deportation  of 
negroes  from  Egypt  for  military  service  in  Mexico  has  been  abandoned ;  aad 
there  ia  even  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  trouble  in  the  Soudan,  which  bu 
been  assigned  in  Paris  as  a  reason  for  the  abandonment  of  the  expedition,  vu 
caused,  if  not  wholly,  at  least  in  part,  by  the  detestation  entertained  by  ibe 
people,  and  especiaUy  among  the  men  enrolled  for  military  duty,  for  the  diitiiil 
service  to  which  it  was  feared  they  were  to  be  sent.  His  Bighneu  the  Pichi 
has  not  returned  to  Cairo,  and  has  not  remained  in  any  one  place  more  than  one 


COKDITIOK  OF    AFFAIB8  IN  UESICO.  663 

or  two  daye  since  the  date  of  m;  Inst  despatch,  and  I  muet  wait  quite  aawiUingly, 
but  prohably  not  longer  than  the  next  post,  before  I  can  complete  my  report  On 
tbia  subject. 

•  •••••»* 

I  have  the  honor  io  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  eervant, 

CHARLES  HALE. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Steretary  of  Stale. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  46.]    Agencv  and  Consulate  Oeneral  op  the  U.  8.  of  Amkhica, 

Cairo,  Egypt,  November  18,  1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  I6th  inetant  I  called  on  his  excellency  Oherif  Pacha,  miniater 
for  foreign  affairs,  having  come  from  Alexandria  for  the  purpose  on  the  prece- 
ding evening. 

The  minister  courteonslv  made  excuses  for  his  delay  in  anSTering  my  note  of 
SOth  October,  in  vbicb  I  had  communicated  to  him  the  observations  contained 
in  your  instructions  to  me.  No.  13,  of  the  Slst  September.  He  told  me  that  be 
was  ready  to  give  me  an  answer  that  would  be  in  all  respects  satisfactory  to 
my  government. 

I  said  that  I  was  glad  to  hear  tlii^,  and  that  if  he  conid  conveniently  send  me 
hie  answer  that  day  or  the  next,  I  could  communicate  its  substance  by  telegraph 
to  Queenstown,  in  season  to  reach  yon,  to  be  laid  before  the  President  before 
the  opening  of  Congress.     He  said  that  he  would  do  so. 

We  then  dropped  into  a  less  formal  conversation,  when  I  was  surprised  to 
learn  that  the  Egyptian  government  had  not  abandoned  or  even  scarcely  sus- 
pended the  proposed  exp^ition  of  negroes  to  Mexico.  The  minister  expected 
that  you  would  bo  entirely  satisfied  to  have  the  expedition  go  on,  if  you  were 
assured  that  the  number  of  the  force  nov  in  Mexico  would  not  be  increased,  and 
that  the  soldiers  were  not  slaves ;  and  such  was  the  substance  of  the  formal  an- 
swer he  was  about  to  send  me. 

As  regards  the  first  part  of  this  answer,  nothing  else  was  ever  proposed,  and 
I  told  the  minister  that  you  could  not  have  understood  that  anything  else  was 
proposed.  His  Highness  had  very  clearly  explained  to  me  that  the  nine  hnn- 
di«d  negroes  were  to  be  embarked  to  relieve  the  contingent  sent  out  in  January, 
1863  ;  that  I  reported  the  proposition  exactly  in  those  words,  although  it  was 
observed  that  nine  hundred  was  the  number  given  to  me,  while  four  hnndred  and 
fifty  was  the  number  stated  to  &lr.  Thayer  in  1863,  and  reported  by  him.  No 
r^narks  had  been  made  even  upon  this  discrepancy.  I  spoke  of  the  expedition 
in  my  despatch  as  a  relief;  yon  began  your  instruction  by  rehearsing  the  words 
of  my  despatch  in  the  usual  manner,  and  that  your  obaervaUons  must  he  taken 
»a  baaed  upon  the  distinct  understanding  that  it  was  proposed  to  send  out  the 
negroes  to  relieve  the  contingent  already  in  service. 

The  minister  seemed  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the  compalsory  service  of  the 
negroes  not  only  formed  the  whole  objection  to  the  affair  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  hot  that  if  that  objection  were  removed  by  assurances 
on  his  part  they  would  be  entirely  satisfied  to  see  the  expedition  go  forward. 

I  told  the  minister  that  I  knew  nothing  of  personal  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  embarcation  of  1863,  but  I  knew  how  it  was  described  by  Mr. 
Thayer,  and  what  was  the  general  opinion  not  only  in  the  United  States  but  in 
Alexandria,  where  the  story  of  those  days  in  January,  1863,  when  no  black 
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boas  (door-keeper)  conld  be  pnrsuaded  to  open  a  door  at  Qig^t  for  fear  of  bung 
crimped,  and  when  many  black  eerrantB  nm  away  to  hide  for  a  week  in  the 
desert,  while  the  embarcationfor  Mexico  was  going  on,  was  still  familiarinmaDy 
houEeholde  ;  and  I  bad  supposed  that  there  was  no  donbt  of  the  furtive  and  se- 
cret character  of  the  proceeding. 

With  regard  to  this  laet  remark  the  minuter  said,  no  donbt  the  embarcatioa 
in  1863  was  sudden  and  secret,  but  this  was  for  a  political  reason,  namely,  ihsi 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  tbe  thing  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Porte  until  it  vu 
all  over;  as  the  whole  proceeding  at  tbat  time  was  against  the  Snltan's  will,  ii 
wae  arranged  to  have  it  finished  before  hie  remonstrance  could  arrive. 

To  conclude  the  conversation,  however,  I  told  tbe  minister  that  hie  Highaesi 
had  said  to  me  expressly  tbat  he  should  not  send  the  negroes  except  for  theen- 
gagement  of  his  predecessor  to  the  Emperor  of  the  French  ;  that  appreciating  the 
position  of  bis  Highness,  yon  had  addressed  your  observations  to  the  govern- 
ments at  Paris  and  Constantinople  as  well  as  to  his  own,  and  tbat  I  knew  that 
the  French  government  bad  been  good  enough,  while  assigning  a  special  reason 
and  reserving  its  general  abstract  right,  to  give  up  the  affair  on  its  part,  after  re- 
ceiving your  observations,  and  tbat  I  should  be  sorry  if  tbe  Egyptian  govern- 
ment, after  receiving  the  same  observations,  fonnd  no  reason  to  change  the  coorH 
that  had  formerly  been  proposed.  I  added  that  the  announcement  made  by  Mr. 
Dronyn  de  Lbuys  to  Mr.  Bigelow  to  this  effect  was  made  independently  of  ihe 
matter  of  compulsory  service,  which  had  not  been  discussed  between  them  ontil 
after  this  previous  point  had  been  disposed  of,  and  then  only  as  a  matter  of  ab- 
stract interest ;  that  Mr.  Dronyn  de  Lhnys  had  expressly  told  Kr.  Bigelow  tbtt 
the  inquiries  he  proposed  to  set  on  foot  here  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  tbf 
service  in  tbe  Egyptian  army  were  to  satisfy  himself,  and  not  ae  a  matter  of  offi- 
cial concern  to  his  goveoiment. 

Cherif  Pacha  said  this  put  un  entirely  new  face  on  the  affair,  and  could  scarcely 
credit  the  accuracy  of  my  information.  To  aatisfv  him  I  sent  to  my  hotel  for 
the  copy  which  Mr.  Bigelow  had  kindly  transmitted  to  me  of  hia  despatch  to  yon, 
No.  186,  reporting  bis  interview  with  tbe  French  minister.  I  read  to  Chwii' 
Pacha  the  principal  parts  of  this  despatch,  and  afterwards,  at  bis  request,  fnr- 
nished  Lim  with  a  translation  into  French. 

In  sending  toGherif  Pacha  this  translation,  I  wrote  anote  to  express  whatwu 
already  understood  between  us,  namely,  tbat  this  was  not  precisely  an  offioil 
communication ;  that  I  was  waiting  his  answer  to  my  official  note  of  the  20th 
October,  and  that  meanwhile  1  was  willing  to  add  to  bis  information  npon  iht 
subject.  I  begged  his  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  note  of  the  iOOt 
October  conveyed  your  observations  upon  understanding  tbat  the  proposed  ei- 
pedition  of  negroes  to  Mexico  was  to  replace  tbe  contingent  now  in  service  there. 
I  said  tbat  whatever  reason  might  be  assigned,  the  thing  needed  to  tranqnillriF 
public  opinion  in  the  United  States  would  be  to  bear  that  bis  Highness  bad  been 
good  enough  to  declare  that  be  did  not  intend  to  renew  the  expedition  of  Egyp- 
tian soldiers  to  Mexico  ;  tbat  a  replacement  would  be  considered  as  a  renevu; 
that  if  he  liked  to  make  a  reserve  of  his  rights  in  tbe  manner  potsued  by  tbe 
French  minister,  in  saying  tbat  tbe  proposed  expedition  was  not  abandoned,  bnl 
tbat  in  efiect  it  would  not  take  place  on  account  of  domestic  reaaone,  I  sbonM 
he  satisfied  with  this,  but  that  of  course  a  definitive  abandonment  would  gin 
us  great  pleasure  ;  that  I  believed  France  would  make  no  objection  to  it ;  among 
our  people  in  America  it  would  be  regarded  as  a  new  proof  of  the  friendship  of 
hie  Highness,  and  everywhere  in  tbe  world  it  would  be  regarded  as  a  proof  of  lii« 
noble  wisdom  in  the  interests  of  humanity,  since,  witbont  giving  to  the  s^viceof 
tbe  Egyptian  negroes  in  Mexico  the  name  of  "slavery,"  it  moat  he  admiltd 
would  not  beanagi^eable  thing  for  tbe  soldiers,  as  his  Highness  himself  had  told 
me  with  all  possible  frankness  when  expressing  bis  anxiety  to  replace  the  ipo 
now  in  tbat  service  by  others. 
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The  Bubatonce  of  the  preceding  pan^raph,  and  nearly  in  the  eqoivaleut  words 
in  French,  was  written  and  sent  to  the  minister,  yon  will  understand,  with  the 
view  of  influencing  his  answer  to  the  note  of  the  20th  October.  He  kept  my 
messenger  waiting  a  short  time,  however,  and  sent  back  by  him  his  formal  an- 
swer to  that  note,  a  translation  of  which  answer  is  hereto  appended  and  marked  A. 

As  this  fonnal  answer  to  your  observations  will  of  course  attract  your  partic- 
nJar  attention,  I  make  no  remark  upon  it. 

At  the  same  time  the  messenger  brought  back  a  lees  formal  note  from  the 
minister,  in  which  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  my  last  note,  saying  that  for 
the  present  he  could  only  refer  me  to  our  conversation  of  the  morning,  repeating 
that  it  gave  the  subject  a  new  phase,  of  which  the  Egyptian  goremment  re- 
served tor  itself  the  examination,  and  that  meanwhile  ne  hastened  to  send  me 
hia  official  answer  to  your  observations. 

I  believe  that  I  have  faithfully  represented  these  communications,  hnt  for  yonr 
greater  assurance  I  transmit  herewith,  marked  B,  C,  D,  and  'E,  copies  of  the 
originals  of  everything  that  has  passed  in  writing,  beginning  with  my  note  of  the 
20th  October,  in  which  I  endeavored  to  give  exactly  the  sense  of  your  obaerva- 
tions,  continuing  with  the  minister's  official  answer,  (of  which  the  translation  is 
the  piece  marked  A,]  and  concluding  with  our  less  fonnal  correspondence  of  the 
16  th  instant,  already  described. 

The  telegraph  wire  between  Alexandria  and  Malta  had  jast  broken ;  but  the 
steam  packet  to  the  latter  port  leaves  to-morrow,  takes  forward  to  Mr.  Bigelow, 
in  Paris,  a  telegraphic  message  to  the  effect  that  the  Egyptian  government  say 
the  iuBurrection  is  auppreSBen,  and  that  the  expedition  of  negroes  may  go  for- 
ward.    I  have  also  written  to  him  fully. 

A  French  transport  has  arriwd  in  the  harbor  of  Alexandria  with  troops  for 
Cochin-Ghina,  who  have  been  disembarked  and  hare  taken  the  railway  for  Suez. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  the  compulsory  service  of  the  Boldiera  in  the 
Egyptian  army,  and  especially  that  of  the  blacks  from  the  npper  country,  I 
hai^y  know  what  I  may  say  with  propriety  in  an  official  communication.  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  Ur.  Ontrey,  the  agent  and  consul  general  here  of 
France,  was  annoyed  at  being  called  upon  by  Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lbnys  to  make  a 
report  upon  this  subject.  Evea  to  an  entirely  disinterested  observer  it  might 
be  difficult,  in  a  country  where  the  civil  government  is  absolute,  to  distinguish 
between  compulsory  serrice  in  the  army  and  military  service  eveiywherc ;  to 
distin^ish. between  a  levy  in  the  Soudan  and  the  conscription  in  France.  It 
would  remain  to  weigh  the  evidence  in  such  cases  as  are  reported  to  have  oc- 
curred in  filling  the  number  of  the  contingent  at  Alexandria  in  January,  1863. 
If  the  object  desired  is  merely  to  satisfy  the  private  judgment  of  a  candid  ob- 
server, something  might  be  learned  from  the  various  books  of  modem  travel  in 
Egypt.  The  difficulties  which  embarrass  the  subject  when  approached  as  a 
matter  of  discussion  among  governments  are  illnstrated  by  the  fact — reported 
in  my  last  despatch  but  one — of  the  frequent  release  of  negroes  from  slavery 
in  Egypt  by  the  interposition  of  the  good  offices  of  the  British  consulates.  The 
Egyptian  government  may  point  to  these  instances  as  so  many  proofs  in  sup- 
port of  the  assertion  proadfy  made  in  the  minister's  answer  to  yonr  observa- 
tions, "  Slavery  no  longer  exists  in  Egypt ;"  for  whenever  the  conaulateH  bring 
forward  an  instance  of  the  contrary,  the  man  is  immediately  freed.  Others 
would  perhaps  regard  these  instancea  as  disproving  the  proposition  insisted  on, 
or  at  least  aa  illustrating  that  it  is  not  of  universal  application. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  collect  the  most  authentic  and  also  the  most  available 
testimony  within  my  reach,  without  loss  of  time,  but  should  be  glad  of  yonr 
instructions  as  to  the  manner  and  degree  in  whidi  it  may  be  advisable  to  push 
inquiries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  HALE. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  Stale.  OOqIc 
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[Traaslation.l 

Ministry  w  Porbio.v  Affairs, 

Cairo,  November  16,  1865. 
Moniimr  V Agent  et  Contul  General: 

I  have  gladly  received  the  despatch  which  jon  did  me  the  hoaor  to  addnn 
me  nnder  dat«  of  the  SOth  OctoSer  laat,  for  the  pnrpose  of  preaenting  io  tlie 
name  of  foor  gOTemment  the  obaerrationB  euggeated  to  it  hj  the  ezpecution  bj 
his  Highness  of  a  battalion  of  negroes,  of  which  the  departoie  has  been  hitherto 
delayed  by  an  insnrrection  in  the  Soadan,  now  suppresaed,  and  who  are  destined 
to  replace  in  Mexico  thoee  who  were  sent  thither  in  1863. 

If  yoar  government  had  not  tboagfat  proper  to  make  any  remark  preriomlf 
on  this  subject,  you  aay  thia  was  becauae  the  government  was  too  mnch  occu- 
pied with  iulemiil  affaire,  and  also  because  it  had  not  then  decreed  the  aboliliEn 
of  alavety.  The  government  of  liia  Highneae,  whose  sympathiea  for  that  of  the 
republic  of  the  United  Statea  cannot  be  doubted  for  a  moment,  accordingly 
thinke  it  of  the  first  importance  to  give  explanations  to  the  latter,  which  I  ut 
pleasure  in  believiug  will  reassure  it  completely  with  regard  to  the  bearing  tai 
the  compositiou  of  the  expedition  in  question.  In  fact,  the  sitnation  of  18(3 
haa  not  been  modified  ;  there  has  been  no  change  to  afi'ect  it.  The  Egypdin 
govemmeot,  at  the  requeat  of  a  friendly  power,  thought  itself  competenl  U 
make  certain  engagements  in  which  ita  neutrality  did  not  appear  to  be  ia  «if 
way  compromised,  and  in  which  it  was  very  far  from  thinking  that  it  woali 
ever  incur  the  dieapproral  of  the  United  States. 

The  French  government,  in  making  a  request  for  the  replacement  of  the  cm- 
tiugent  now  in  service  by  a  new  battaliou,  of  which  the  composition  noitiu 
exactly  the  same,  and  bis  Highness  the  viceroy,  iu  agreeing  to  the  reqnest.  do 
but  obey  the  laws  of  the  eimpleet, humanity.  It  is  three  years,  in  foct,  that  tlicM 
men  have  been  living  far  from  their  country,  where  most  of  them  have  leA  th^ 
wives  and  children  ;  home-sickuess  {la  notlalgie)  haa  made  more  gaps  in  tfnir 
ranks  than  the  climate  or  the  fire  of  the  euemy.  In  all  countries  of  the  woiiii 
such  considerations  are  thought  worthy  of  regard,  and  the  Egyptian  govenuwDt 
would  have  had  a  bad  appearance  not  to  accept  their  aiguificance.  Moreover,  il 
would  have  been  very  difficult,  not  to  say  impoasible,  to  escape  the  conseqneoM 
of  an  agreement  whidi  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  French  expedition  to  Mexico  a 
certain  number  of  men,  strong  and  well  fitted  for  the  military  service.  Tfce 
honor  of  the  flag,  and  the  respect  dne  to  its  engagementa,  then,  united  in  reqiit- 
itig  that  the  goveroraent  of  bis  Highness  should  receive  with  favor  a  reqaefl 
which  had  in  its  eyes  the  advantage  of  restoring,  not  only  to  their  native  coDctrf, 
but  to  their  separate  homea,  a  certain  number  of  these  men,  who  were  cIioka 
originally  from  the  soldiers  of  the  garriBODB  of  Cairo  and  Alexandria,  and  wbo 
had  a  right  to  their  diacbarge  by  reaaou'of  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  aei^ 
due  to  the  atate. 

In  the  material  point  of  view,  theo,  we  have  merely  to  deal  with  a  simple  sib- 
stitution,  and  there  is,  in  truth,  no  reason  for  anxiety  at  a  situation  which  remuM 
the  same  that  has  existed  for  three  years  past. 

In  the  moral  point  of  view,  the  objection  appears  to  me  still  tees  well  fbimded. 
It  is  based  on  the  fact  that,  at  the  dat«  of  the  first  expedition,  the  United  SUM 
had  not  decreed  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Thus,  in  the  opinion  of  the  cabinet  of  Waahington,  the  Egyytian  soldiers  wh 
make  part  of  the  French  expedition  to  Mexico  are  to  be  regarded  aa  slaves,  u^ 
their  stay  there  as  contradicting  the  great  measure  of  humanity  which  baa  ftesd 
all  their  brethren  in  America. 

Permit  me.  sir,  to  protest  on  my  side  against  the  expression  of  u  erm  » 
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clear.  Slavery  no  longer  exists  in  Egypt.  It  was  abolished  there  long  before 
it  waa  abolished  iu  the  United  States  by  the  many  sacrifices  and  glorioaB  efforta 
on  the  part  of  the  defenders  of  the  Union.  The  negroes  in  the  Egyptian  terri- 
tory are  Bnbjects  of  faia  Highness  by  the  same  title  and  with  the  same  rights  aa 
the  other  natives  of  the  country.  In  serving  nnder  our  Sag  they  obey  a  law 
of  conscription  eqnal  for  all.  Regnlations  limit  the  period  of  service  due  by 
each  man  to  the  country,  and  the  leDgth  of  this  period  is  proportioned  to  the 
number  of  the  popnlatioa. 

This  is  not  all.  In  virtue  of  a  principle  made  applicable  aa  long  ago  as  the 
re^  of  OUT  illastrious  Kehemet  Ali,  all  slaves  enrolled  under  the  flag  become 
free  in  Aill  r^;fat. 

The  good  conduct  of  somo  of  these  soldiers  sioce  they  have  been  in  Mexico 
has  been  pointed  out  by  the  general-in-chief  of  the  expedition  to  the  French 
government,  which  has  not  hesitated  to  award  to  them  crosses  and  medals  of 
honor;  others  have  been  proposed  to  the  Egyp^n  government  by  the  same 
general-in-chief  for  similar  distinctions,  and  even  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of 
superior  officers ;  and  the  Egyptian  government  has  made  haste  to  recognize 
their  merit. 

I  appeal  to  yourself,  sir,  is  there  a  country  in  the  world  where  soldiers  who 
were  merely  slaves  would  be  treated  with  so  much  regard  and  would  enjoy  so 
much  consideration^ 

I  rely,  then,  with  all  confidence  on  yonr  co-operation  to  make  known  the 
details,  to  transmit  these  loyal  explanations  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  reassure  it  respecting  the  true  condition  of  these  Egyptian 
negroes.  I  take  pleasure  iu  hoping  that,  better  informed  than  before,  your 
government  will  be  good  enough  to  see  nothing  iu  this  expedition  but  the  simple 
replacement  of  one  battalion  by  another  in  conformity  with  the  terms  ot  an 
understanding ;  a  replacement  of  which  the  necessity  is  demanded  by  the  laws 
of  hnmasity  and  the  rules  of  justice;  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  imposed  upon 
hb  Highness  by  the  benevolent  interest  which  he  feels  for  all  his  subjects  with- 
out distinction. 

Be  p'tHised  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  high  consideration. 
The  MintMttr  of  Foreign  dfairt, 

(JHERIF  PACHA. 


[Trtiulalion.] 

AqBXCY  AMD  CONSULATB  GbNEBAL  OF  THE 

Umtbd  States  of  America  in  Egvft, 

Alexandria,  October  SO,  1865. 

Yoi'R  EscELLBNcv :  At  au  audience  which  his  Highness  accorded  me  on 
the  25th  of  August  last,  he  was  so  good  as  to  give  me  some  explanations  about 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  Egyptian  government  proposes  to  send  nine 
hundred  negroes  to  Mexico  to  replace  the  troops  of  the  same  kind  which  were 
sent  there  in  the  month  of  January,  1863. 

Having  thereupon  made  report  to  my  government,  without  failing  to  set  forth 
the  noble  frankness  with  which  his  Highness  expressed  himself  in  giving  me 
on  this  subject  all  Jhe  details  without  reserve,  I  have  just  received  instmctiona 
from  my  government. 

I  must  say  to  yon  that  the  previous  expedition  in  1863,  although  it  may  have 
made  room  for  many  comments,  was  let  pass  by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  of  America  without  remark,  because  it  was  at  that  time  very  much  en- 
gaged with  exceptionally  complicated  domestic  affairs  and  with  foreign  difficul- 


668  CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS  IN  MEXICO. 

tics.  But  BiDce  that  epoch  the  United  States  have  abolished  elaveiv.  Oar  at- 
tention IB  steadily  fixed  ou  the  courae  of  events  in  Mexico,  a  rabject  uludi 
eetiouBlj  affects  the  secnrity  of  republican  inatitationB  on  the  American  conti- 
nent, with  which  we  are  accustomed  to  connect  the  bo  much  desired  nlterior 
consequencee  of  the  abolition  of  all  compulsory  Bervitnde,  civil  or  nulitary,  in 
the  western  hemisphere. 

I  am  therefore  ordered,  Mr.  Minieter,  to  bring  the  affair  to  yoiir  attention, 
and  to  say  to  youthat,  in  the  opinion  of  my  government,  the  repetition  of  an 
expedition  of  Ewptian  negroes  to  Mexico  would  not  be  regardra  with  appro- 
Taf,  nor  even  wi^out  profound  inqnietnde,  by  the  United  States. 

I  must  also  inform  your  excellency  that  instractions  of  the  same  chancier 
have  been  sent  to  the  diplomatic  representatives  of  the  United  States  at  Paii< 
and  Constantinople. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  excellency  the  assarance  of  my  high  cm- 
sideration. 

Agent  and  Conmt  Gtnfral, 

CHARLES  HALE. 

His  Excellency  Chbrif  Pacha, 

Minitter  of  Forei^  Affairs. 


[  Translation.] 

Agency  aso  Consulate  Gk\bral  of  the 

United  States  of  America  in  Egypt, 
Hotel  deg  Amhastadevrs,  Cairo,  Noeem&er  16,  186a. 

Your  Excellency  :  In  submitting  to  yon  the  traneladon,  here  enclosed,  oi 
a  despatch  firom  our  minister  at  Paris,  addresBed  to  the  minister  of  toKiga  af- 
fairs at  Wafifaington,  you  will  readily  understand  that  it  is  not  precieefy  as 
official  communication  that  I  make  to  you. 

I  await  your  answer  to  my  official  note  of  20th  October,  written  under  epeciil 
instmctionB  from  my  government ;  meantime  I  make  known  to  you  wh«  be 
passed. 

You  will  understand  that  I  have  only  made  mention  to  my  govemmeut  of  > 
new  expedition  to  replace  the  troops  which  are  already  in  Mexico.  The  de- 
spatch of  the  20th  of^  September,  of  which  oar  minister  at  Paris  in  the  b^ 
uing  of  the  letter  here  enclosed,  and  also  at  the  end  nnder  No.  1,  vai  of  il>« 
same  porport  with  that  addressed  at  the  same  time  to  me,  and  which  I  comnm. 
nicated  to  yon  under  dale  of  the  20th  October.  I  pray  yon  especially  to  takt 
note  of  the  langoage  of  my  government. 

I  should  say  to  you  that,  whatever  may  be  the  reason,  that  which  is  neceswy 
to  tranquilliae  public  opinion  with  na  would  be  to  learn  that  his  Highness  In-' 
been  pleaaed  to  declare  that  he  does  not  intend  to  renew  the  expedition  of 
Egyptian  soldiers  to  Mexico.    A  replacing  would  be  considered  as  a  rene«L 

If  you  wish  to  make  a  reserve  in  respect  of  your  rights  in  the  manatr  ^ 
Mr.  Drouyn  de  Lhuya,  by  saying  that  the  expedition  is  not  abandoned,  )ai 
that  in  effect  it  will  not  t^e  place  in  consequence  of  interior  events  in  Egjpi. 
I  would  be  satisfied,  but  naturallya  definitive  abandonment  Voold  givensgit*^ 
pleasure.  France,  as  I  believe,  wonid  not  make  objections  ;  with  as  in  Ameria 
it  would  be  considered  as  a  fresh  proof  of  the  friendship  of  his  Higlinw< 
and  by  all  the  world  it  will  be  deemed  a  noble  proof  of  hia  wisdom  in  the  in- 
teresta  of  humanity. 
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Provided  that  the  service  of  Egyptian  neeroea  in  Mexico  is  not  alaveiy,  it 
may  be  admitted  that  it  is  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  soldiers,  aa  bis  Highness 
told  me  with  all  frankuess  possible  in  expreasiog  to  me  his  wish  to  cliange  the 
men  sent  by  others. 

I  seize  this  occasion  to  retftw  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  L^h  consideration. 
CHARLES  HALE. 


[Translation.  J 

Department  of  Foreiun  Affairs,  Cabinet  of  the  Mimstkr, 

Cairo,  November  16,  1865. 
Mr.  Consul  Gbnebal  ;  I  have  just  received  your  despatch  of  the  16th,  and 
the  translation  of  the  document  therein  referred  to. 

For  the  present  I  tan  only  refer  to  our  conversation  of  this  morning  in  le- 
peating  that  your  despatch  of  to-day  carries  the  question  into  a  new  phase,- 
which  the  government  of  his  Majesty  reserves  to  itself  to  examine.  Meanwhile 
I  restrict  myself  to  sending  you  my  official  answer  to  your  esteemed  despatch 
of  30th  October  lost. 

Please  accept,  Mr.  Consul  General,  the  asaurnnce  of  my  high  consideratian. 
CHERIF  PACHA. 
Mr.  Hale,  Agent  and  Coniul  General  of  the  U.  S.  of  America. 


Mr.  Sevard  to  Mr.  Hah. 

Xo.  16. J  Department  op  State, 

Waihington,  November,  27,  1865. 
Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  October  27,  Iio.  44,  has  been  received,  and  your 
proceedings  in  fufilmeut  of  my  instruction  Ko.  13  are  approved.  We  leani' 
from  Paris  that  the  design  which  is  referred  to  in  that  instruction  concerning 
the  deportation  of  Nubians  in  Egypt  to  serve  under  the  French  flag  in  Mexico 
will  not  at  present  be  executed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
Charles  Hale.  Esq..  i(c.,  t(c..  Alexandria. 


Mr.  Hale  to  Mr.  Seward. 

No.  43.]  AtiENcv  A.\n  Coxsulate  General  of  U.  S.  of  America, 

Alexandria,  Egypt,  November  27, 1865. 

Sir  :  The  Ardecbe,  French  frigate,  which  bronght  hither  French  soldiers  for 
Cochin  China,  saUed  out  of  the  harbor  on  S4th  instant,  having  taten  on  board, 
according  to  all  observations  and  reports,  only  the  French  soldiers  who  had 
previonsly  arrived  from  Cochin  China,  and  had  been  received  on  board  the 
Sevres,  as  mentioned  in  my  despatch  No.  44. 

The  French  soldiers  brought  by  the  Ardeche,  of  which  the  nomberu  stated 
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SB  one  thouBsnd  and  fifteen,  were  embarhed  at  Saez  on  the  15th  for  their  deetio- 
#tion. 

General  de  Maiqaez,  accredited  by  Maximilian  aa  Mexican  envoy  exliioi^- 
nary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  GoQBtantinople,  arrived  at  Alexandria  on 
the  2Sd  instant,  and  proceeded  to  Cairo,  in  company  with  Mr.  Guiseppe  Gogheb, 
accredited  in  the  same  way  aa  Mexican  conn stii  general  here,  and  uao  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  De  Maya,  the  Spanish  consnl  general,  an  old  personal  friend. 

I  have  not  previanBly  mentioned  that,  on  Mr.  Gogheb's  faoisUng  hia  flag  hfrc, 
on  the  Sd  instant,  he  sent  to  me,  as  well  as  to  the  ouer  memfaere  of  the  cooiulir 
corps,  his  circnlar,  intimating  the  day  when  he  would  be  prepared  In  receive  bi? 
colleagnea.  As  I  had  met  him  previously  in  private  ciruee,  and  alao  offieiiltj 
in  his  capacity  as  conanl  of  Persia,  [which  commission  he  still  ret^ns,]  1  wsi 
him  a  private  note  to  intimftte  that  I  could  not  aalnte  the  flag  or  make  him  an 
official  viait,  but  that  I  hoped  to  maintain  friendly  personal  relations  witb  bin, 
and  official  relationa  with  him  in  his  capacity  as  conanl  of  Persia. 

Both  Mr.  Gogheb  and  Mr.  Debhane,  my  Brazilian  collea^e,  are  naliv»  of 
the  East ;  they  are  estimable  gentlemen,  but  naturally  have  little  acqnuDluic* 
with  the  governments  whose  commiaaions.  they  hola,  or  with  the  condition  n( 
political  society  upon  the  American  continent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervoDt, 

CHARLES  HALK. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


MOROCCO. 

No.  257. 

Mr.  Perry  to  Mr.  Setatrd. 

[Extract.] 


No.  60.]  United  Statbs  Consulate, 

TitKu,  December  17,  lS6t. 

Sir  :  The  Bey  of  Camp,  who  is  the  presumptive  heir  to  the  throne  of  TunL*. 
set  off  from  the  Bardo  on  the  15th  instant  with  an  army  of  eight  thonsud  ir<ei>. 
compoaed  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  ai-tillery.  He  is  to  collect  taxes  from  li^ 
yadons  tribes  in  the  regency,  extending  hia  visit  aa  far  as  the  Giereed,  and  he 
is  to  be  gone  one  year.  Such  has  been  the  ordinary  way  of  raising  a  reTrote 
for  many  yeara  past.  Lost  spring  the  usual  viatt  of  the  Bey's  rerennc  agcvir 
was  prevented  by  the  rebellion. 

The  report  of  a  battle  between  the  Bey's  troops  and  the  rebels,  near  Kr*. 
reached  here  yesterday.  This  difficulty  occurred  with  the  tribe  thai  commeoced 
the  rebellion  by  killing  several  of  the  Bey's  most  important  officers. 

The  French  consul  made  another  vieit  to  the  Bey  on  the  10th  instant,  uiii'-' 
he  held  out  hia  hand  to  the  Bey  the  latter  kept  hia  hands  firm  in  hia  Bide-pocl;- 
eta,  as  if  not  aeeing  the  consul'e  movement.  This  waa  probably  done  as  a  nlan 
for  the  conaul'a  previous  act  of  diereapect  to  the  Bey.      *         «  *        ■ 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

AMOS  PERBV. 

Hon.  William  H.  Sbward, 

Secretary^  State,  WaAingtot,  D.  C. 


,i,:cc;.,  Google 
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No.  20. 
TEHVANTEPEC    TRANSIT   COMPANT. 

Lift  of  paper*. 

Mr.  Sflward  to  Mr.  EobertB December  13,  1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Campbell December  15,  1866. 

Mr.  Roberta  to  Mr.  Seward December  81, 1866. 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  Roberta December  26,  1866. 


No.  258. 
Mr.  Sev>ard  to  Mr.  Robert: 

Department  of  Statb, 
WaihmgtM,  Dtcemher  13,  1866. 
Sir  ;  I  enclose  for  yonr  iDformation  a  copy  of  the  charter  granted  in  October 
last,  by  the  President  of  Mexico,  to  the  "Tehuantepec  Transit  Company." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yo&r  obedient  perrant, 

WILLIAM  H   SEWARD. 
Marshall  O.  Roberts,  Esq., 

No.  174  Chambers  tlreet,  New  York. 


CHARTER  OC  THE  TEHUANTEPEC  TRANSIT  CO.WPANV. 

City  op  Chihuahua,  July  17,  1666, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  as  the  agent  and  an  associate  of  a  company  recently 
formed  in  the  United  States  of  America,  styled  the  Tehuantepec  Transit  Com- 
pany, to  solicit  from  the  supreme  constitutional  government  of  the  United 
Mexican  States  a  grant  and  the  franchises  necessary  for  the  opening,  construc- 
tion, and  operation  of  a  transit  route  by  railway,  and  also  of  a  telegraphic  line  of 
commanicBtion,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  port  of  La  Ventosa,  on  the  Pacific, 
acroB§  the  istbrnnB  of  Tehuantepec. 

My  anthority  for  so  doing  I  herewith  enclose,  being  an  ample  power  of  attor- 
ney, duly  authenticated,  from  my  aeeociates,  to  act  in  the  premiseB,  dated  May 
18,  1866. 

In  this  same  connection,  I  also  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  consideration 
and  approbation  of  your  Excellency's  government,  the  draught  of  a  contract  em- 
bodying the  terms  and  conditions  for  carrying  into  eilect  the  enterprises  contem- 
plated by  the  Tehuantepec  Trnneit  Company,  which  has  been  duly  considered 
and  adopted  by  my  associates,  and  which  draught,  I  would  further  state,  has  been 
laid  before  Mr.  Romero,  the  minister  of  the  Mexican  republic  at  Washington, 
and  has  received  his  commendation,  so  far  as  he  was  entitled,  consistently  with 
hia  position,  to  sanction  the  same. 

Your  Excellency  is  fully  aware  of  the  importance  which  attaches  to  the  early 
consammation  of  this  great  commcTcial  enterprise,  not  only  to  the  world  at  large, 
but  to  the  best  interCBtH  of  our  two  republics  ;  one  which,  when  fnlly  weighed 
and  considered,  under  the  present  situation  of  the  Mexican  republic,  embodies 
in  itself,  politically,  deep  significance  to  its  future  existence  and  welfare  as  an 
independent  and  free  state. 

My  antecedents  are  well  known  to  your  Excellency.  Your  government  has 
ever  known  me  as  a  decided  friend  of  your  republic,  and  a  no  less  firm  advocate 
of  republican  institutions  throughout  the  American  continent.    I  come  with  the 
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determination  to  act  now,  as  I  have  hitherto  done,  with  entire  good  faith  towanU 
the  Mexican  republic,  and  tnut  that  eveiy  tacilitj  conaiBtent  vith  justice  and 
eqnity  will  be  vouchsafed  to  me  by  its  lawful  government  in  the  prosecntioii 
and  cuuBummation  of  my  mieeion ;  and  being  desirous  of  booh  returning  to  mj 
country  with  renewed  evidences  of  the  amity  and  known  good  will  of  the  Uei- 
ican  republic  towards  the  United  States  and  its  people,  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleasod  to  direct  the  prompt  couEideittion 
of  the  solicitation  I  now  most  respectrally  prcBtiit  to  the  coustitutional  govern- 
ment of  the  republic. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  am  prepared  to  confer,  respecting  ihe 
transaction  proposed  in  this  my  formal  petition,  irith  any  person  or  penona 
whom  it  may  be  your  Escellency's  good  pleasure  to  appoint  to  that  end. 

I  remain,  with  the  highest  respect  and  consideration,  your  Excellency's  nwit 
obedient  servant, 

[SEAL.]  HENRY  R.  DE  LA  EEINTRIE, 

Agent  Tfhuantepec  Tranttt  Company. 

The  Citizen  Do.-v  Benito  Jvarbz, 

Praident  of  the  XJnittd  Mexican  State*,  Chihuahua. 


MIMRTBY   OF   JUSTICE,   FOMBNTO,  AND   PUBLIC   l.\STRUCTION,  SEC.  2. 

"Whh  your  note  of  the  17th  of  July  last  was  received  the  petition  which  yon 
presented  as  agent  aud  associate  of  a  company  recently  formed  in  the  Uniltd 
States  of  America,  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraphic  line  on  tk 
isthmns  of  Tehuantepec. 

Taking  the  subject  into  consideration,  the  modifications  and  alterations  vliiet 
vrcrc  deemed  convenient  have  been  made  in  the  bases  proposed  by  you;  and 
you  having  signified  your  assent  thereto,  proceedings  were  taken  immediatelj 
to  pass  and  publish  the  appropriate  law. 

By  permission  of  the  citizen  President  I  communicate  the  same  to  yon,  n- 
questing  you  to  be  pleased  to  signify  iu  reply  that,  as  representative  of  Ibf 
Tehuantepce  Transit  Company,  you  accept  the  terms  in  which  the  said  law  ii 
conceived. 

Independence,  liberty,  and  reform !     Chihuahua,  October  15,  1866. 
[SEAL.]  YGLESIAS. 

Hbnkv  B.  De  la  Reentrib,  Esq.,  Preaent. 


MINISTRY   OF   JUSTICE,   FOSIENTO,   A.\D   PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION,  SBC.  2. 

Tlie  citizen  President  of  the  republic  has  been  pleased  to  transmit  to  toe  list 
decree  which  follows : 

Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  President  of  the  United.  Mexiean  Stales,  to  /iw 
inAabUants: 

Know  yc  that,  in  use  of  the  ample  faculties  with  which  I  find  myself  in- 
vested, I  have  seen  fit  to  decree  the  following : 

Art.  1.  The  company  formed  under  the  name  of  the  Tehuantepec  Tnnvi 
Company,  having  solicited  that  the  privilege  granted  to  the  Louisiana  TehnM- 
tepec  Company  on  the  7th  of  September,  1857,  for  the  opening  of  interoceaiw 
communication  by  the  isthmus  of  Tehnantepec,  be  declared  lapsed  and  ingnli- 
sistent;  and  takiug  into  consideration  the  juat  motives  and  grounds  olltged  br 
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Transit  GomptiDy,  enclosed  hy  jou  to  me  on  the  13th  instant,  aa  yo\x  My,  for 
my  information. 

I  aeanme  that  the  decree  contained  in  that  charttT  vas  really  ieeued ;  and  I 
appeal  to  that  paper  as  conclasive  proof  of  the  bad  faith  of  Preeident  Joans. 
The  first  article  of  that  decree  aets  forth  that  "  the  Tehuantepec  Transit  Com- 
pany, having  solicited  that  the  privilege  granted  to  the  Loaiaiana  Tehuantepec 
Company  be  declared  lapsed  and  ioBubsiatent,  and  taking  into  consideration  the 
just  motives  and  grounds  alleged  for  making  the  declaration  solicited,  becaaae  ' 
of  the  Looieiana  Tehuantepec  Company  having  infringed  the  obligations  im- 
posed upon  it  by  the  decree,  &c.,  therefore  the  said  privilege  ia  declared  lapsed 
and  insabeistent."  Here  is  a  decipion  by  one  of  the  parties  that  the  contract 
has  been  broken  by  the  other  party,  and  a  proceeding  to  confiscate  the  property 
of  that  party  is  instituted.  By  the  terms  of  the  contract  itself,  any  question 
affecting  the  execution  or  interpretation  of  "  this  privilege  "  shall  be  decided  by 
arbitration.  Therefore  it  ia  evident,  upon  inspection  of  the  two  documents,  that 
there  has  been  a  violation  of  the  first  contract  by  the  granting  of  a  second  de- 
cree; and  I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
whether  it  should  support,  by  its  moral  aid  or  otherwise,  the  pretensions  of  the 
acting  President  of  Mexico  to  the  control  of  that  government,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  is  committing  these  acts  of  bad  faith  towards  our  citizens. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  President  will  reconsider  his  views  of  the  matter, 
and  see  the  expediency  of  aiding  the  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Company,  at  least 
so  far  aa  to.enable  it  to  have  a  decision  of  its  rights  by  the  only  tribunal  which, 
by  the  decree  under  which  it  claims,  is  competent  to  decide  them. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARSHALL  0.  ROBERTS. 

Hon.  WiLLtAM  H.  Sbwakd, 

Seeretari/  t^  State  of  the  Vnited  Slater. 


Mr.  Seicard  to  Mr.  Robert*. 

Dbpabtme\T  op  Statb, 

WathingtoH,  December  26,  1866. 
Sib  :  The  letter  which  yon  addressed  to  me  on  the  Slst  of  December,  1866, 
in  r^ly  to  my  communication  of  the  8th  instant,  has  been  received. 

The  suggestion  which  you  make  of  a  withdrawal  by  this  government  of  its 
recognition  of  the  administration  of  President  Juarez  in  the  republic  of  Mexico, 
upon  the  gronnd  that  he  is  committing  acts  of  bod  faith  toward  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  has  been  submitted,  with  the  reneons  you  assign  for  that  course, 
to  the  consideration  of  the  President. 

Without  further  discussion  of  the  question  of  legal  right,  the  President  does 
not  deem  it  necessary  or  expedient  at  the  present  time  to  intervene  in  matter* 
of  civil  contract  between  citizens  of  the  United  States  arising  in  Mexico,  or  Id 
matters  of  contract  between  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  tbe  govemmsut 
of  Mexico. 

A  copy  of  your  communication  will  be  furnished  to  Mr.  Campbell,  with  « 
view,  if  opportunity  offer,  that  he  may  lay  the  same  before  the  President  of 
Mexico  for  his  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWAKD. 
MARaHALL  0.  ROBBRTS,  Esq., 

174  Chamber*  itreel.  New  York. 

""■'•  D„„„Goosle 
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No.  91. 

SUPPLEMENT  No.  1. 
MBeSAGE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  COHMUKICATIKii. 
JH  COMPLIANCE  WITH  A  EESOLUTION  OF  THE  SENATE  Of  THE  SIXTH 
OP  FEBKUAHY,  1867,  CORRESPONDENCE  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  GRAXK 
TO  AMERICAN  CITIZENS  FOR  RAILROAD  AND  TELEGRAPH  LINES  ACEO& 
THE  TERRITORY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  MEXICO. 

To  the  Senate  if  the  Uniled  States: 

In  corapliance  with  the  resolution  of  iLe  Senate  of  the  6th  of  February',  1&67. 

reqncetiug  me  to  tranemit  copies  of  all  correspondence  not  heretofore  commiai- 

cated  on  the  subject  of  ^ants  to  American  citizens  for  rAilroad  and  telegnph 

lines  across  the  territory  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  I  submit  herewith  the  repor 

,    of  the  Seeretarj-  of  State  and  the  papers  accompanying  it. 

ANDREW  JOHNSON. 
WASHiNiiTOK,  Febrvars  11,  18C7. 


Department  oi'  State, 

Wtuhington,  Febntary  II,  1867. 
The  Secretary  of  Stnte,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  6th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  that  body,  "if  not 
deemed  incumpatible  with  tbc  public  interests,  copies  of  all  correspOD deuce  not 
heretofore  commnnicated  with  reference  to  grants  to  American  citizens  for  Tail- 
road  and  telegraph  lines  across  the  territory  of  the  republic  of  Mexico."  has  tie 
honor  to  transmit  the  papers  nientioned  in  the  annexed  list. 
BeapectfuUy  submitted. 

WILLIAM  H.  SEWARD. 
The  President. 


Litt  ttf  paper t. 

No.    1.  Mr.  Knsp  to  Mr.  Seward Feb.    2.  1S67. 

No.    2.  Decree  of  President  Juarez Oct.  25.  IS60. 

No.    3.  Mr.  La  Sere  to  President  Juarea Oct.  18.  186'. 

No.    4.  President  to  Mr.  Emile  La  S^re Mar.  20,  1860 

No.    5.  Decree  of  congress  of  Mexico Dec.  13,  1662. 

No.    6.  Decree  of  Maximilian Oct.  12,  1866. 

No.    7.  Mr.  Knap  to  Mr.  De  la  Heintrie May  15,  1866. 

No.    8.  Mr.  De  la  Reintrie  to  President  Juarez May  16.  IS66. 

No.    9.  President  Juarez  to  Mr.  De  la  Reintrie June  £2,  1866. 

No.  10.  Charter  of  the  Tehuantepcc  Transit  Company Oct.  15,  1866. 

No.  11.  Mr.  Knap  to  Mr.  Gushing Nov.  2S,  1866. 

No.  12.  Mr.  Cushing  to  Mr.  Knap Not.  30,  1866. 

No.  13.  Mr.  CusLing's  second  opinion Dec  27,  1S66. 

No.  14.  Opinion  of  Hon.  Reverdy  Johnson Dec.  28,  1S66. 

No.  15.  Supplement  to  Mr.  Cushing'a  opinion Jan.  17,  1S67. 


No.  1. 
Mt.  Knap  to  Mr.  Seicard. 
Office  of  the  Tehlantbpec  Transit  Compaw, 

No.  274  F  street,  Wathi»glon,  Febntary  2,  1367. 
SiR':  Sundry  publications  having  appeared  in  public  journals  with  tbe  riev 
jf  imiragniDg  the  legality  of  the  concession  made  on  the  15th  day  of  October. 
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1S66,  hy  President  Jaarez,  to  the  "  Teliaantepec  Transit  Company,"  for  tlie 
constrnction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  across  tlie  iBthmaS  of  Tebuantepec,  a 
eopy  of  which  waa  TOmmanicated  to  you  on  the  8th  day  of  December  last,  and 
intimations  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  said  company  that  representatiaDS 
h&Ting  been  mode  to  yoa,  and  likewise  circulated  in  olber  qu8i'ter«,  reflecting 
upon  the  proceediags  of  this  company  and  its  officers  in  obtaining  the  grant  in 
qneatiott,  I  deem  it  proper  to  conunnnicate,  in  addition  to  the  darter  itself,  copies 
of  the  following  papers,  from  which  it  will  clearly  appear  that  all  the  proper 
and  necessary  steps  were  adopted  by  tbe  company  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
aent  for  obtaining  in  a  lawful  and  honorable  manner  the  grant  and  franchises 
now  made  the  Bisect  of  a  controversy  nnneceasary  in  itself,  and  certainly  not 
invited  by  tbe  "Tehnantepec  Transit  Company:" 

No.    1.  Decree  of  President  Juarez Oct.  25,  1860. 

No.    2.  Mr.  La  8fere  to  President  Juarez Oct.  18,1865. 

No.    3.  Keply  of  President  Juarez Mar.  26,  1866. 

No.    4.  Decree  of  Mexicau  congress Dec.  13,  1262. 

No.    5.  Decree  of  Maximilian Oc!.  12,  1866. 

No.    6.  Mr.  Kdm  to  Mr.  La  Reintrie May  15,  1866. 

No.    7.  Mr.  La  Reintrie  to  President  Jnarez May  16,  1866. 

No.    8.  Keply  of  President  Juarez Jane  22,  1866. 

No.    9.  Charter  of  "  Tebuantepec  Transit  Company" ^ Oct.  15,  1866. 

No.  10.  Opinion  of  Mr.  Cushing Nov.  30,  1866. 

No.  11.  Opinion  of  Mr.  Cuabing Dec.  27,  1866. 

No.  12.  Opinion  of  Mr.  Johnson   Dec.  28,  1866. 

No.  13.  Supplement  to  Mr.  Cashing'^  opinions Jan.  17,  1867. 

A  careful  review  of  the  foregoing  documents  will  clearly  demonstrate  to  any 
onprejodiced  and  disinterested  party  that  the  privilege  extended  October  S5, 
1860,  to  the  Louisiana  Tcboantepec  Company,  bad  lapsed  before  any  formal 
application  (July  17,  1866}  had  been  made  to  the  lawful  President  of  the 
United  Mexican  States  by  the  "  Tebuantepec  Transit  Company ,"  and  that  the 
"  Lonisiann  Tehnantepec  Company"  has,  of  its  own  volition,  outlawed  itself  by 
applying  for  and  accepting  the  extension  made  to  it  by  the  usurper  Maximilian, 
dated  October  12,  1866. 

Some  time  prior  to  the  issne  of  tbe  concession  to  tbe  "  Tebuantepec  Transit 
Company"  it  became  known  to  the  government  of  President  Juarez,  then  at 
Chihnahna,  by  means  of  publications  in  the  journals  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  and 
otherwise,  that  there  was  an  agent  of  the  "  Louisiana  Tebuantepec  Company  " 
in  that  city,  Mr.  J.  P.  0.  Sullivan,  soliciting  from  Maximilian  an  act  in  favor  of 
the  latter  company.  Tbe  above-mentioned  decree  of  Octdber  12.  1866,  appears 
to  be  tbe  result  of  tbe  applications  of  that  agent  to  Maximilian. 

I  particularly  invite  your  attention  to  the  reply  of  President  Juarez  to  Mr. 
La  o^re,  of  March  26,  1860,  (doc.  No.  3,)  and  to  tbe  supplemental  opinion 
of  Mr.  Cnshiag,  tbe  counsel  of  mis  company,  of  January  17, 1307,  (doc  No.  13,) 
which,  in  my  opinion,  finally  and  conclusively  dispose  of  tbe  question. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  KNAP, 
PraidenC  o/"  the  Te&uantepec  Traniit  Company. 

Hon.  William  H.  Skwabd, 

SeeretaTy  of  State,  Wathingtm,  D.  f . 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 


COHSITIOM   or  AFFAIB8  IN  MEXICO. 


Decree  of  Pretident  Juarez. 
DECBEE  OF  OCTOBEE  2^  1B6D. 


Hia  excellency  the  coneti rational  nreeident  ad  interim  of  the  repablic  hw 
been  pleued  to  address  to  me  the  following  decree : 

The  citizen  Benito  Jnares,  the  constitutional  President  ad  interim  of  ibt 
United  Mexican  States,  to  all  it«  iohabitantB : 

Know  ;e,  that  in  the  exercise  ofthe  powers  with  which  I  am  invested,  I  han 
deemed  it  proper  to  decree  the  following : 

Articlb  1.  The  time  conceded  by  article  Ist  of  the  decree  of  the  28th  of 
Uarch,  1859,  to  the  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Company  is  extended,  bo  that  it 
may  commence  to  construct  the  raihoad  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1862,  with  tlK 
obligation  of  finiehing  it  in  seven  years,  counted  from  the  same  day. 

Abt.  2.  The  time  during  which  the  labors  of  the  construction  of  tbe  said 
railroad  may  he  suspended  may  not  be  connt^d  in  the  stud  extension  of  serto 
years,  and  this  extensian  may  be  amplified  if  the  anspension  should  depod 
upon  civil  war  or  other  causes  of  major  force,  legally  proven. 

Therefore,  I  order  that  this  be  printed,  circnUtea,  and  that  the  due  compli- 
ance be  given  to  it. 

Given  at  the  palace  of  the  national  government,  at  the  heroic  ei^  of  Vcn 
Oruz,  on  the  twenty-fifih  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  bundled  and  six^. 

BENITO  JCAREZ. 

The  Citizen  JoBk  as  Emparan, 

Minitter  of  Fomento. 

And  I  commnuicate  it  to  you  for  your  information,  and  the  conseqoent  endi- 
Giod  and  liberty !     Heroic  Vera  Cruz,  October  85,  1860. 

EMP.&BAK. 
A  correct  translation : 

H.  B.  DE  LA  REINTRIE. 


Mr.  La  Sire  to  Pretident  Juarez. 
[Translatioii.} 

Havana,  October  18,  1865. 
My  ESTEBMED  AND  DISTINGUISHED  Friend:  Tbia  letter  is  addi^sed  la 
yonr  excellency  to  inform  yon  that  I  came  to  this  city  and  am  at  your  oidcn 
from  the  very  moment  that  miafbrtone  and  adversity  seized  upon  my  counDy, 
but  I  have  not  on  that  account  ceased  to  take  the  greatest  interest  in  the  Tdio- 
antepec  project,  which  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  excellency  will  doI 
be  long  in  being  carried  to  a  good  result  As  I  believe  from  what  they  wriK 
to  me,  that  the  works  wilt  begin  very  soon,  I  will  thank  your  excellency  to  bt 
pleased  to  order  that  there  be  sent  to  me,  throngh  M.  L.  E.  Hargons,  of  Ke* 
York,  an  order  to  the  anthoritiee  on  the  isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  to  protective 
persons  who  may  present  themselves  for  that  purpose  in  the  name  of  the  Wm- 
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iBianii  Tehnantepec  Gompany,  and  agreeably  to  the  decrees  of  the  government 
upon  that  sabject. 

I  requeat  jonr  ezcellencr  to  be  pleased  to  order  that  thia  order  be  sent  to  me 
in  daplicate,  and  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Ab  yoar  excellency  muBt  attp- 
poae,  the  Tehnantepec  project  has  not  been  carried  into  efiect  before  in  view  of 
the  occnrrencea  in  Mexico. 

I  have  seen  by  the  papers  the  hardahipa  which  yonr  excellency  has  been 
obliged  to  nndei^,  but  frem  what  I  see  and  from  what  intelligent  persona  tell 
me  I  believe  that  in  the  end  yonr  canse  will  trinmph.  U&y  God  ao  will  it. 
Yonr  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  excnse  the  trouble  which  I  give  yon  in  the 
midat  of  eo  many  toils  which  snrronnd  yon,  and  command  whatever  yonr  excel- 
lency may  desire  from  yonr  affectionate  friend, 

EMILE  LA  S£RE. 

His  Excellency  Bbnito  Juabez, 

PretidaU  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  Ptuo  del  Norte. 

Copy  made  from  the  original  in  Spanish,  at  Ghihnahua,  in  July  1866,  by 
permiaaion  of  Preaident  Jnarez. 

H.B.  DE  LA  REINTRIE. 


Pretident  Juarez  lo  Mr.  La  Sere. 
[Translation  ] 

City  op  El  Pabo,  March  26, 1866. 

My  Mitch  Esteemed  Fbibnd:  I  am  informed  by  yonr  letter  of  the  18th 
of  October,  which  I  received  during  the  preaent  month,  that  in  conaeqnence  of 
the  npheavings  which  your  country  baa  suffered  you  are  now  in  Havana.  I 
most  earnestly  desire  that  peace  may  booq  be  re-established  in  the  United 
States,  in  order  that  yon  may  return  to  your  home  to  apply  yourself  with  more 
tranquillity  to  yonr  affairs. 

I  regret  much  that  I  cannot  send  yon  the  orders  which  you  ask  of  me, 
becaase,  as  the  time  fixed  in  the  law  for  commencing  the  work  has  elapacd,  the 
minister  who  should  issue  the  orders  requires  to  have  before  him  a  petition  from 
yon,  and  besides,  he  requires  to  see  the  antecedents  of  the  basiness,  so  that  in 
view  of  what  yon  may  represent,  and  the  measures  which  subsequently  may 
have  been  adopted  since  the  period  of  the  law  has  elapsed,  that  may  he  deter- 
mined which  in  justice  may  be  proper. 

Unfortonately  we  have  not  the  archives,  which,  for  their  security  and  owing 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  war,  are  now  at  a  point  distant  from  this  place  ;  but 
it  will  not  be  long  before  tbey  shall  be  at  the  point  whero  the  government  is 
established  j  so  that  if  you  will  send  ynur  petition,  probably  by  that  time  all  the 
aotccedenta  may  he  had  for  consideration.  I  have  said  toe  same  thing  to  Don 
Ignacio  Mejia,  who  has  epoken  to  me  respecting  this  business. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  know  that  you  continue  in  the  eojoyment  of  good  health, 
and  you  may  command,  in  whatever  you  please, 
Tour  affectionate  friend, 

BENITO  JUAREZ. 

Mr.  EiMlLB  La  S&sb,  Havana. 

Copy  made  from  the  original  draught  in  Spanish,  at  Chihuahua,  July,  1866,  by 
permiaaion  of  President  Juarez. 

H.  E.  DE  LA  REINTBI^ok- 
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No.  S. 

Df^ee  iif  Vongren  of  Mfxieo. 

[AccompanTingtheiiieMUgcof  thePre«idenCof  tbeUoit^  SCkU*,  Ihirtj-ninth  CoDfjreai,  Enl 
iessioD,  House  of  R«pre]!enlB[ives,  Kx.  Doc.  No.  73,  psit  2,  pa^  243.— Truuluion.] 

DbFARTMBNT  op  GrUVBRNMSNT, 

Mexico,  Deeanber  14,  1862. 
The  citizen  President  of  the  republic  haa  been  pleased  to  direct  to  me  tbe  fol- 
lowing decree  : 
Benito  Juarez,  constitutional  Preeidentof  t1)e  United  Mexican  States,  to  the  tnbib- 

itante  of  the  same  : 
.    Be  it  known  that  tlie  congreBs  of  the  union  haa  thought  proper  to  decree  tlie 
following : 

Akticlb  1.  The  acta  of  the  so-called  antboriliee,  imposed  bj  the  inradcn 
and  traitor?,  or  which  they  may  liereaflcr  eatablish  in  the  republic,  are  duH  and 
void,  and  can  never  be  in  any  way  approved. 

.A  BT.  2.  All  contracts  celebrated  by  the  said  so-called  authoridea,  or  that  maj 
hcreafler  be  celebrated,  are  also  null  and  void  ;  and  all  who  take  part  in  the  aant 
will  incur  civil  reeponaibility,  in  addition  to  ibe  criminal  rcsponaibility  alreadv 
prescribed  by  the  laws  now  in  force,  and  snch  contracts  can  never  be  regaidu 
in  any  manner,  or  taken  into  consideration,  by  the  supreme  government  of  the 
republic. 

Art.  3.  The  traitors  cannot  be  considered  nnder  any  aspect  in  the  trealin 
which  the  guvemment  may  celebrate  with  France. 

Dated  in  the  ball  of  sessions  of  the  congress  of  the  union,  in  Mexico,  tlit 
13th  of  December,  1862. 

PONCIANO  ARRIAGA, 

Vic€-PrendaU. 
FELIX  ROMERO, 

DepfUy  Secretary, 
FRANCISCO  BU8TAMENTE, 
Deputy  Secretary. 

Wherefore,  I  order  that  it  be  printed,  published,  circulated,  and  duly  obsCTved, 

BENITO  JUABEZ. 
Tbe  citizen  Juan  Antonio  de  la  Fuk-nte, 

Minuter  of  Foreign  Affairt  and  GoremiHeHl. 

National  Falacb  oy  Mbxico, 

Drctmher  13.  1862. 
I  communicate  the  same  to  yon  for  yonr  intelligence,  and  to  the  conseqneat 
ends. 
Liberty  and  reform ! 

FUENTE. 
The  Citizen  Govbsnor  of  the  Federal  District. 


No.  6. 

Decree  of  Maximilian. 

[From  the  Diario  del  Imperio. — TranslotioD.] 


Penniasion  is  given  to  the  Louisiana  Tefanantepec  Gommuiy,  |^rileged  ftr 


.Vauh^K 
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the  opening  of  an  interoceanic  commnni cation  by  the  iatlimna  of  this  name,  hj 
decree  of  September  7,  1857,  and  conformably  with  article  S3  of  tbe  same  de- 
cree, that  it  mar  tranefer  tbe  residence  of  its  directorebip  from  New  Orleaoa  to 
New  York,  and  change  its  name  to  tbat  of  the  "  New  York  and  Tebuantepec 
Kailroad  and  Steamship  Company." 

Given  at  Mexico,  on  the  12th  of  October,  A.  D.  1866. 

MAXIMILIAN- 

The  MiMSTKR  ofFomento. 

By  the  emperor  :  ' 

JOAQUIN  DE  MIER  Y  TERAN, 
Minuter  of  Fomento. 


Mr.  Knap  to  Mt.  De  La  Reiittrie. 
[Translation.  ] 

Washington,  Mai/  15, 1666. 

Dear  8m  ;  On  behalf  of  the  "  Tehnantepec  Transit  Company,"  I  anthorize 
yon  to  proceed  as  its  agent  to  the  temporary  capital  of  tbe  republic  of  Mexico, 
and  solicit  of  President  Jnarez  a  decree  conferring  on  said  company  the  right  to 
construct  and  operate  a  line  of  milroad  and  telegraph  across  the  isthmus  of  Te- 
hoantepec.  A  draught,  presenting  such  terms  as  will  be  acceptable  to  the  com- 
pany, is  herewith  endosed,  which  you  will  present  to  the  supreme  goverament  of 
tbe  repablic  for  consideration,  when  you  make  formal  application  for  the  grant. 
Oar  company  has  been  formed,  after  information  obtained  on  inquitr  from 
Sefior  Romero,  the  minister  of  the  Mexican  republic  here,  to  tbe  effect  that  his 
government  is  desirons  to  enlist  American  enterprise  snd  capital  in  the  construct 
tion  of  a  railroad  across  the  isthmus,  and  that  tbe  privileges  heretofore  granted 
for  its  construction  to  the  Louisiana  Tebuantepec  Company  have  long  since 
lapsed.  It  is  composed  of  men  of  inflnence,  friendly  to  the  cause  of  the  liberal 
party  in  Mexico,  the  services  of  somcof  whom  in  behalf  of  tbat  cause  are  already 
known  to  President  Juarez,  and  we  hope,  therefore,  oar  application  will  receive 
his  favorable  consideration.  You  may  assure  him  that  if  ati  equitable  concession 
bo  given  our  company,  we  huve  every  reason  to  believe  tbat  the  necessary  cap- 
ital can  be  obtained  in  this  country  to  conslruct  and  equip  the  road,  in  mnch  less 
time  even  than  the  brief  term  named  in  the  draught  submitted  by  us. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  KNAP. 

He.MRv  R.  Db  la  Rbintrib,  Esq. 


No.  8. 

Mr.  De  La  Retntrie  to  Pretident  Juarez. 

[TransUtion.] 

Washington,  Mai/  16, 1866. 

My  Dear  and  Estrkmed  Sir  :  At  the  request  of  a  number  of  gentlemen, 

friends  of  mine,  who  posacss  to  a  great  degree  positive  inflnence  here,  and  others 

among  them  the  means  necessary  to  undertake  and  carry  out  the  enterprise  of 

opening  a  railroad  route  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  across  tbe  isthmus  of 
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Tehuantepec,  I  propose,  vitfain  a  brief  period,  to  proceed  hence  to  tbe  residence 
of  the  supreme  gUTernment  of  the  repnblici  which  your  excellency  so  wotthil; 
represents,  for  the  purpose  of  asking  that  there  be  granted  to  myself  and  uu- 
dates  the  privileges  necessary  for  nndertakiog  that  work. 

The  proposals  which  I  shall  have  the  honor  lo  make  to  the  govemmetit  of  the 
republic,  at  a  later  period,  I  am  sure  will  be  carried  out  by  the  present  company, 
whose  agent  I  have  been  appointed,  and  I  hope  thus  to  be  enabled  in  somt 
measure  to  aid  the  noble  canse  which  loyal  Mexicans  are  defending.  Until  my 
arrival  at  the  seat  of  the  government,  I  request  you  will  not  concede  said  priv- 
ileges lo  other  persons  who,  perchonce,  may  present  themselves  with  the  timt 


I  remain  your  very  obedient  aeivaut, 

n.  R.  D£  LA  R£INTRI£. 
His  Excellency  Bemto  Juarez, 

Presidmt  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 
A  correct  translations 

H.  E.  DE  LA  REINTBIE. 


No.  9. 

Pretident  Juarez  to  Mr.  De  La  Reintrie 

[Traiuliitlon.  ] 

Chihuahua,  June  32,  IS66. 
Mv  EsTEBMRD  SiK:  I  reply  lo  your  estimable  letter  of  the  16lh  of  Hay. 

It  seems  to  me  that  you  would  do  well  to  send  in  your  petition  and  propoBih 
respecting  the  opening  of  the  communication,  by  the  isthmus  of  Tehuanlepec, 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  bo  that  everything  may  be  taken  in 
view  when  deciding  upon  another  petition  nhich  Mr.  La  8^rc,  who  was  ibt 
former  director  of  the  said  route,  is  to  send. 

Some  months  ago  the  said  Mr.  La  S6re  wrote  to  me,  asking  me  to  iesoe  tbe 
respective  orders  to  the  effect  that  the  authorities  on  the  isthmus  should  not 
place  any  obstacle  in  his  way  ia  the  execution  of  the  works  which  the  company 
was  about  to  commence  confonnsbly  to  the  concession  made  in  the  year  1860 
I  replied  to  Mr.  La  Si're,  saying  to  him  that,  on  accouut  of  not  hariuK  the 
archives  at  El  Paso,  the  antecedents  in  this  business  could  not  be  examineti,  fbt 
which  reason  I  could  not  give  the  ordefs  which  said  gentleman  desiredj  thsl 
he  should  make  a  petition  in  due  form,  setting  forth  the  reasons  which  he  might 
have  in  hia  favor,  so  that,  in  view  of  the  same  and  of  the  antecedents  which 
must  exist  in  the  archives  of  the  ministry,  that  may  be  determined  upon  whith 
should  be  just  and  proper. 

Aa  yet  the  petition  of  Mr.  La  Sere  does  not  come  to  hand ;  and  even  thnnch 
it  should  arrive,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  take  it  into  coosideratlon  until  we 
government  shall  arrive  at  the  place  where  the  archives  are  deposited;  sod 
there  is  time  for  you  to  send  in  your  proposals,  so  tliat  everything  may  be  bid 
in  view  when  the  petition  of  Mr.  La  Sire  is  determined  upon. 

I  desire  that  you  may  enjoy  good  health,  and  repeat  myself  your  very  oh<^ 
dicnt  servant. 


Mr.  H.  R.  De  La  Eeintbie, 

Waahingtm 
A  correct  translation: 


BENITO  JUAREZ. 


H.  R.  DE  LA  REINTEIE. 


CONDITIOH  OF  APFAISS  IK  MEXICO. 


[For  papers  relating  to  charter  of  the  Tehnantepec  TrAoeit  Company,  s< 
pa^a  671  to  690.] 


No.  Jl. 
Mr.  Knap  to  Mr.  Cuthing. 

Washinoton,  November  28,  1866. 
Sir  :  I  sabmit  to  your  conBideratioD,  herewith,  a  decree  of  the  Mexican  gov- 
ernment of  the  l&th  October,  1866,  granting  to  this  company  the  franchise  of  a 
r^Iroad  and  line  of  telegraph  across  the  istbrnua  of  Tehuantepec,  together  with 
correspondence  accompanying  the  same  I  snbmit  also,  at  the  same  time,  a  de- 
cree of  the  Mexican  government  of  the  7th  of  September,  1857,  conceding  a 
similar  privilege  to  the  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Company,  together  with  other 
later  decrees  and  miscellaneous  documents  on  the  game  subject.  And  in  view 
of  these  papers  I  request  yoar  opinion  as  counsel,  on  the  following  qaestions, 
namely : 

First.  la  the  decree  in  favor  of  the  Tehuantepec  Transit  Company  a  valid 
one,  in  anhstance  and  in  form,  to  veat  in  the  company  the  rights  and  privileges 
which  it  purporta  to  grant  in  the  name  of  the  Moxicab  government  T 

Second.  Is  the  validity  of  this  grant  impaired  or  injurionaly  affected  by  the 
prior  grant  to  the  Louisiana  Tehnantepec  Company  ? 
I  remain,  yonrs  respectfully, 

CHARLES  KKAP,  President. 
Calbb  Cushino,  Esq. 


No.  12. 
Mr.  Cuthing  to  Mr.  Knap. 

Washington,  November  30,  1S66. 

Sir;  I  bavo  examined  the  documents  submitted  to  me  by  yonr  letter  of  the 
28th,  and  have  couaidercd  the  questions  propounded  in  it. 

''  Ib  the  decree  in  &vor  of  the  Tehuantepec  Transit  Company  a  valid  one,  in 
substance  and  in  form,  to  veat  in  the  company  the  lights  and  privileges  which 
it  pnrporta  to  grant  in  the  name  of  ihe  Mexican  government  T  " 

I  respond  to  this  question  in  general,  and  without  qualification,  affirmatively. 

The  decree  posaessea  on  its  face  all  the  ordinary  elements  and  forma  of  law. 

It  appears  to  have  been  iasued  on  due  application,  after  long  and  careful  re- 
flection, by  competent  authority  of  the  executive  of  the  Mexican  republic.  And 
its  matter  is  witnin  the  apparent  scope  of  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  presi- 
dent of  that  republic,  as  vindicated,  not  only  bj  the  letter  of  organic  law,  but 
by  multitudinous  precedents  in  the  political  or  administrative  history  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Although  proof  as  to  amount  of  what  ia  technically  underatood  aa  legal  con- 
sideration is  not  material  to  the  maintenance  of  a  public  grant  in  anywise, 
except  posaibly  in  some  cases  of  fraud,  still  it  may  be  pertinent  to  obaerve  here, 
in  justice  to  President  Juarez  and  his  ministers,  that  the  present  concession  is 
beneficial  in  its  terms  to  Mexico,  and  impoi'ts  value  to  the  Mexican  government 
and  people,  equally  with  any  other  concessions  of  the  same  charnctet  hereto- 
fore made  by  that  government. 
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I  am  not  able  to  couceivs  of  anything  to  be  Baid  in  derogation  of  these  con 
cJueions,  unless  there  be  Boggcstion  of  inquiry  whether  Freeideiit  Jnun,  by 
whose  authority  the  decree  was  issaed,  was  at  the  time  the  lawfal  execntire  (j- 
tbe  government  of  the  Uexican  I'epablic. 

To  snch  a  auggestion,  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  complete  and  concIiuiTe  an- 
swer, whether  we  regard  the  subject  from  a  point  of  view  in  Mexico  or  in  the 
United  States. 

In  Mexico,  D.  Benito  Juarez,  and  he  alone,  is  recognized  u  in  Jiiet  pretideDt 
of  the  repnblic.  No  other  pcreon  in  Mexico  offers  pretensions  to  thiB  office ;  no 
otiier  person  there  exercises  powers  as  such ;  no  other  person  is  dealt  with  ot 
obeyed  there  as  snch  by  any  authority,  civil  or  military,  either  of  the  republic 
generally,  or  of  any  one  of  its  States. 

According  to  the  received  principles  of  pnblic  law,  these  facta  dedsivdy  tt- 
tablisb  the  validity,  as  power,  of  any  official  act  of  President  Jaarez,  not  in  con- 
flict with  the  constitution  of  the  Mexican  republic. 

It  would  avail  nothing  to  show  thai  Presideot  Juarez  holds  his  office  at  th 
present  time  under  exceptionni  circumstances.  A  similar  objection  iai|ht  be 
offered  to  the  tenure  of  ofiict:  of  a  great  majority  of  the  persons  who  have,  tt 
BucccBsive  pcriml?,  exercised  the  supreme  executive  power  in  Mexico.  YetllK 
acts  of  any  of  eucli  personal,  when  universally  recognized  in  Mexico  as  rach 
executive  in  fact,  ana  some  of  them  even  while  competing  claimants  of  exccn- 
tive  power  existed  there,  were,  and  are  still,  received  as  completely  legal,  in  botb 
domestic  and  foreign  relations;  their  legislative  decrees  and  grants  coostintt 
integral  parts  of  the  domestic  law,  registered  as  such  in  the  public  ar^inf, 
printed  in  the  statute-books,  and  accepted  and  acted  on  by  succeeding  pretidcntti 
and  they  were  officially  treated  with  ny  foreign  governments. 

Noi  would  it  avail  anything  to  show  that  there  exists,  in  the  United  Stalw 
or  elsewhere,  auUide  of  Mexico,  some  person  claiming  or  pretending  that  he  if 
or  should  be  president  of  the  Mexican  republic.  We  might  aa  well  demai  to 
any  decree  or  official  act  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  because  of  the  pretcMioM 
of  the  Comte  de  Chambord  or  of  the  Comto  de  Paris.  Critical  thinken  in 
France  mav  maintaiu  the  primary  legitimacy  of  the  Corate  de  Chambord,  or  tbe 
secondaty  legitimacy  of  the  Comte  de  Paris ;  but  is  Napoleon  any  the  less  in 
France  Emperor  of  the  French?  So  in  this  case.  Mere  pretenders,  whether 
republican  or  royal,  are  still  pretenders  only,  and  not  the  govemment. 

And,  from  a  point  of  view  witliiu  the  United  States,  the  competency  of  Pm- 
ident  Juarez  Is  absolutely  fixed  by  the  fact  that  he,  and  he  alone,  is  recogoiifJ 
by  the  government  of  the  United  Slates. 

No  rule  of  public  law  is  more  incontestable  than  that,  as  to  any  questions  of 
legalitv  in  the  United  Stotco,  it  is  the  recognition  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  which  determines  definitively  and  exclusively  what  person  ia  « 
is  not  the  legitimate  executive  of  anv  foreign  govemment. 

Pnrening  the  analogy  already  indicated,  to  object  to  this  grant  of  PietideBt 
Juarez  becanse  of  any  supposed  presidential  pretensions  of  some  person  onlride 
of  Mexico,  would  be  just  as  absurd  as  to  object  to  a  grant  of  any  franchise  to  ■ 
citizen  of  the  United  States  by  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  because  of  its  wantia^ 
the  signature  of  the  Comte  de  Chambord  or  the  Comte  de  Paris. 

For  the  same  reason  it  may  he  assumed,  without  argument,  that  the  validiir 
of  this  act  of  President  Juarez  is  in  no  respect  whatever  affected  by  the  otber 
fact,  that  at  the  time  of  its  date  there  was,  or  might  have  been,  somewhere  la 
Mexico,  an  Austrian  archduke  pretending  to  be  emperor  of  Mexico.  Suffice  il 
to  say  that  the  imperial  pretensions  of  that  personage  have  never  been  reei^ 
nized  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Nor  will  it  prejudice,  but  on  the  contrary  it  will  strengthen,  the  force  of  tk* 
acta  of  President  Juarez,  if  the  French  should  undertake  to  set  up  in  Mexico 
some  Mexican  puppet  of  theirs  in  place  of  the  (ngitive  Austrian.  * 
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Undoubtedly,  at  a  time  hereafter,  more  or  less  remote,  D.  Benito  Juarez  will 
be  sncceeded  by  boidc  other  person,  who  may  be  elected  to  the  office  of  preei- 
deDt  in  his  place.  But  this  aecree  will  continae  to  be  in  force  aa  a  lawful  act  of 
the  Mexican  government.  To  suppoHs  the  contrary  of  this — to  sappoae  that 
each  Bucceesive  president  of  the  Mexican  republic  ie  to  undo  the  official  acta  of 
hiB  predecessor,  ia  t*  presume  that  Mexico  has  sunk  down  into  a  state  of  help- 
less and  hopeless  impotency,  anarchy  and  chaos,  such  as  to  render  her  continued 
existence  in  the  family  of  nations  iinendnrable,  either  to  America  or  to  Europe. 

1  repeat,  then,  that  in  my  opinion  this  grant  ia  valid  and  completu  to  veat  in 
the  Tehuantepec  Transit  Company  all  the  franchise  which  it  purports  to  beatow. 

Your  second  question  is  in  the  following  words : 

"  Second.  Is  the  validity  of  this  grant  impaired  or  injuriously  affected  by  the 
prior  grant  to  the  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Company!" 

By  the  documents  relative  to  this  question,  it  appears  that  the  president  of 
the  Mexican  republic,  Ignacio  Comonfort>  having  declared  that  a  privilege 
granted  to  other  parties,  iSloo  and  his  associates,  for  the  conBtmction  of  a  rail- 
road across  the  isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  had  lapsed  and  become  insubsistent  by 
reason  of  non-performance  of  conditions,  proceeded,  on  t)ie  Tth  of  September, 
1857,  to  grant  the  same  or  similar  privileges  to  new  parties,  designated  as  the 
Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Company,  which  company,  failing  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  of  its  conceaeion,  applied  for  and  obtained,  on  the  38th  of  March, 
1859,  from  the  president  of  the  Mexican  republic,  Benito  Juarez,  a  prorogation 
of  the  limes  of  performance;  and  again  on  the  25th  of  October,  1860,  obtained 
from  the  same  president  (Heuito  Juarez)  an  additional  and  still  further  proroga- 
tion of  its  times  of  performance.' 

It  also  appears  that  on  the  15th  of  October,  18G6,  the. same  president  of  the 
republic,  by  decree  of  that  date,  declared  that  "the  Louisiana  Tehuantepec 
Company,"  having  violated  the  obligations  imposed  on  it  by  the  decree  of  Sep- 
tember 7,  18.57,  and  those  of  March  28,  1859,  and  of  October  25, 1860,  in  which 
were  conceded  adjournments  of  the  times  fixed  to  commence  and  complete  the 
railroad  in  question,  therefore  the  said  privilege  is  declared  lapsed  and  insub- 
sistent, (se  declara  caduco  e  insubsistente  el  mencionado  privilegio,) 

Now  the  established  rules  of  public  law  require  us  to  presume  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Mexican  republic  acted  in  goon  faith  in  each  one  of  this  scries  of 
acts,  namely : 

First  in  declaring  void  the  concession  anterior  to  that  of  the  Loniaiana  Tehuan- 
tepec Company,  and  in  conceding  the  privilege  to  that  company; 

Secondly,  iu  the  two  successive  prorogations  granted  to  the  Louisiana  Tehuan- 
tepec Company  to  cure  its  reiterated  failures  to  perform ;  and 

Thirdly,  in  finally  pronouncing  the  absolute  nullity,  on  account  of  such  fail- 
urea,  of  the  concession  made  to  the  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Company. 

True  it  is  that  the  first  and  second  of  these  acts  of  the  Mexican  government 
were  done  by  President  Comonfort ;  whilst  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  were  done 
by  Preaident  Juarez.  But,  in  this  distinction  there  is  no  cause  to  attribute  su- 
perior force  to  President  Comonfort's  acts,  and  inferior  to  those  of  President 
Juarez. 

Leaat  of  all  does  it  become  competent  for  the  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Com- 
pany to  call  iu  question  the  efficiency  of  the  final  annulment  of  its  charter  by 
Preaident  Juarez,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  down  to  that  time  it  existed  only  ia 
virtue  of  the  successive  nets  of  resurrection  conceded  to  it  by  the  favor  of  the 
same  President  Juarez. 

In  fine,  the  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Company  had  ceased  to  exist  by  the  limi- 
tations of  its  charter ;  the  competent  executive  authority  of  the  Mexican  repub- 
lic decreed  that  such  was  the  fact,  in  due  form  of  administrative  law ;  the  qnes- 
don  of  its  existence  as  a  corporation,  holding  the  original  franchise.Jis  closed  by 
that  decree,  which  implies  verity  in  all  matters  of  material  fact  comprehends 
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witbin  it;  and,  if  tbe  company  have  anv  canae  of  complaint  in  tiiia  respect,  that 
complaint,  by  the  express  terms  of  its  cbarter,  mnst  be  addressed  to  the  Mexieao 
government,  and  does  not  concern  in  any  way  the  Tehnantepec  Transit  Com- 
pany any  more  than  the  like  complaint  of  8I00  and  his  associates,  on  whwe 
rains  the  Lonisiana  Company  was  founded,  concerned  the  LonisiBoa  Company. 

Finally,  if  anything  more  were  needed  to  demoustrate  the  present  nnllity  of 
the  charter  of  the  Lonisiana  Tehnantepec  Company,  it  may  be  fonnd  in  tbe  con- 
aideratJon,  that,  as  appears  by  one  of  the  documents  before  me,  this  company  in 
October  last  had  recourse  to  the  pretended  Emperor  Maximilian  for  the  pur- 
pose of  restoring  its  extincf  vitality ;  which,  in  ib<  legal  and  political  effect,  ii 
precisely  as  if  a  person  holding  any  lapsed  privilege,  which  had  been  UwfuDy 
conceded  to  him  by  President  Lincoln,  bnt  which  privilege  had  become  forfeited 
because  of  non-performance  of  conditions,  should  present  himself  to-day  *t 
Washington,  claiming  the  enjoyment  of  the  extinct  privilege  in  virtae  of  a  pro- 
fessed renewal  of  his  charter  under  the  official  seal  of  the  late  government  of  the 
Confederate  States.     Non  tali  auxilio       *       tempui  eget. 

In  the  document  before  me  is  manifested  another  fact,  which,  if  not  of  decisirt 
importance  legally,  yet  is  interesting  and  significant  in  the  same  relation,  l^e 
Louisiana  Tehuaiitepec  Company,  it  appears,  applied  to  President  Jnarez,  b; 
letter  of  the  ISth  of  October,  1865,  for  an  order  to  the  public  anthorities  on  the 
isthmus  to  protect  the  company  in  commencing  the  work  prescribed  by  its  cbartet. 
To  which  application  President  Jnarez  replied  immediately  after  its  reception, 
in  Harch,  1866,  that,  much  to  bis  regret,  ho  conld  not  issne  the  order  re- 
qneated,  because  of  the  grant  having  lapsed  for  non-performance,  and  in  amici- 
ble  spirit  invitiug  the  company  to  present  a  petifion  in  due  form  for  the  revalidi- 
tion  of  its  grant,  on  proper  proofs  that  incidents  had  occurred  to  excuse  non- 
performance.  Instead  of  responding  to  this  friendly  overture  on  the  part  of  the 
government  of  the  republic,  the  company,  it  would  seem,  preferred  and  elected 
to  atake  its  fortunes  on  those  of  the  Archduke  Maximilian,  and  obtained  an 
act  of  confirmation  or  revalidation  from  him,  during  the  very  same  month  in 
which  its  default  was  being  authenticated  in  legal  form  by  the  government  of 
the  republic,  and  a  new  concession  made  to  the  Tebuaotepec  Transit  Company. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  yonr  obedient  servant, 

C.  CUSHISG. 

Charles  Knap,  Esq., 

Preiidmt  of  the  Trhuantepec  TVonsi^  Company. 


No.  13. 


Mr.  Cuahing's  Kcond  opinion. 

Washington,  December  27, 1S66 

Dbar  Sir  :  I  communicate  to  you  herewith  some  supplemental  obflervaiion," 
on  the  subject  of  the  legality  of  the  charter  of  the  Tcliuantepec  Transit  Com- 
pany, these  observations  been  designed  to  meet  the  only  objections,  pretending 
to  seriousness,  which  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  in  the  way  of  criticism  uf 
the  positions  and  conclusioua  of  the  opiuion  addressed  to  you  by  me  on  the  SOdi 
of  November. 

I  submit  the  present  observations,  not  because  of  doubt  in  my  mind  r^rding 
any  doctrine  of  law  or  matter  of  fact  comprised  in  that  opiniou,  but  for  the  pnr- 
pose,  mainly,  of  juatifying  the  action  and  vindicating  the  honor  of  FresiaeDt 
Jnarez,  and  of  the  ministers  of  state  and  envoy  of  tbe  Mexican  republic,  in  w 
far  as  their  acts  have  been  called  in  question,  with  reference  to  the  decree  de- 
clarine:  the  caducity  of  the  grant  of  the  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Company,  and 
conceding  the  lapsed  franchise  to  the  Tehuantepec  Transit  Company. 
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1.  The  moBt  anjuat  and  nngeneroDS  leflectioaa  have  been  cast  on  the  conduct 
of  those  high  officers  of  the  Heziean  republic  oa  occouDt  of  the  grantees  having 
been  required  to  make  a  deposit  of  one  hundred  thoasand  dollars  as  security  to 
the  Btesicaa  goverument  that  this  grant  shall  not,  like  those  of  the  Louisiana 
and  other  previous  companies,  be  trMed  with  and  allowed  to  lapse,  widioat  ac- 
complishiDg  the  great  objects  of  public  utility  contemplated  by  the  Mexican  gov- 
emment.  It  seems  tome  that  this  precantion,  hovever  seemingly  oneroos  to 
yoQ  and  your  associates,  was  a  wise  bne  on  the  part  of  President  Juarez,  en- 
titling him  to  commendation  instead  of  reproach  on  the  part  of  all  disinterested 
persons,  wheiler  in  Mexico  or  the  United  States. 

2.  Objection  has  been  made  because  of  the  caducity  of  the  grant  to  the 
Lonieiana  Company  not  having  been  determined  by  a  jodgment  of  a  coort  of 
law. 

This  objection  comes  with  very  ill  grace  from  the  Louisiana  Company,  which 
itself  starts  with  a  grant  based  on  the  assumption  of  the  validity  of  the  avoidance 
of  a  previona  grant  to  the  Sloo  Company  and  to  the  Mixed  Company,  without 
the  intervention  of  a  court  of  law. 

The  decree  issued  by  President  Comoofort,  September  3,  1857,  declaring 
the  lapse  of  the  previous  grants,  and  which  immediately  preceded  the  grant  to 
the  Louisiana  Conmmy.is  in  the  following  words,  namely  : 

"  Sole  article. — The  privileges  granted  on  the  5th  of  February,  1853,  to  Mr. 
A.  G.  Sloo  and  associates,  and  to  the  company  entitled  '  Mixed,'  for  the  open- 
ing of  interoceanic  communication  through  the  isthmus  of  Tehnantepec,  is  de- 
clared null  and  void,  the  grantees  having  violated  the  obligations  imposed  by 
the  decree  of  the  above  date  ;  wherefore  I  order  it  to  be  published,  circolated, 
and  duty  carried  into  effect."  (United  States  Senate  Documents,  3SU)  Gougrees, 
1st  session.  Executive  No.  72,  page  54.) 

Thus  it  appears  that  if  the  want  of  a  judicial  decree  annulling  the  previooB 
grant  were  a  defect  in  the  title  of  the  Tehnantepec  Company,  it  would  be  an 
equally  serious  defect,  and  for  the  same  reason,  in  the  title  of  the  Louisiana 
Company. 

Nay,  supposing  this  defect  to  exist,  it  would  retroact  to  the  effect  nf  reviving 
th«  original  grant  of  the  same  jirivilege  to  D.  Jose  Gtaray,  which  lies  at  the 
foondation  of  the  whole  series  of  concessions  appertuning  to  the  interoceanic 
communication  by  the  isthmus  of  Tehnantepec  ;  for,  at  a  period  when  all  his 
rights  have  passed  away  in  due  course  of  administration  and  legislation,  he 
might  bethink  himself  of  the  similar  device  of  clainung  that  it  was  the  peculiar 
and  exclusive  function  of  the  courts  of  law  to  decla^  a  concession  lapsed  for 
defanlt  of  compliance  with  conditions  on  the  part  of  the  concessionary.  (Varie- 
dades  de  Jurisprodencia,  torn,  ii,  p.  390.) 

But,  indeed,  this  conception  arises  from  misapprehension  of  the  established 
system  of  pnblic  law  in  the  Mexican  republic,  according  to  which  all  conces- 
sions of  roads,  canals,  railways,  and  other  similar  works  of  internal  improvement 
are  matters,  both  in  grant  and  construction  of  terms,  of  purely  administrative 
resort,  except  in  so  far  as  they  fall  within  the  province  of  legisladon.  Neither  the 
concession  nor  the  determination  of  the  question  of  forfeiture  for  non-performance 
of  conditions  is  of  the  particular  resort  of  the  courts  of  law,  unless  referred  to 
them  by  the  administrative  authorities.  [Lares,  Derecbo  Admiuistrativo,  [Mex- 
icano,]  pp.  66,  76, 146.) 

3.  But  all  these  matters  are  of  secondary  importance  at  this  moment,  inas- 
much as  the  present  subject  is  definitely  disposed  of  by  the  subsisting  constitu- 
tion of  the  Mexican  republic,  the  legislation  under  the  same,  and  the  corre- 
sponding action  of  the  executive. 

Section  22,  article  72,  title  4,  paragraph  3,  of  the  Mexican  constitution,  reada 
as  follows : 

"  Congress  has  the  power    *     *     of  making  laws  regarding  general  n 
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of  coniinanicalion,  and  regarding  tlie  post  office  and  maila."     (Docs.  Hoiue  of 
Rop.,  37tli  Congress,  2d  Bess.,  Exec.  No.  100,  p.  140.) 

The  Mexican  republic  has  bad  eo  mucb  painful  experience  of  the  effects  of 
civil  war  and  of  iavasion  as  sufficed  to  admonish  the  statesmen  who  framed  the 
present  constitution  of  the  necessity  of  providing  thereto  for  the  possible  contin- 
gency of  a  forced  intemiption  of  the  seasionB  of  congress.  In  view  of  which 
they  introduced  into  the  body  of  the  constitntion  the  following  proTisioo. 
namely: 

"Article  29.  In  cases  of  invasion,  grave  distarhance  of  the  public  peace,  or 
whatever  cause  which  may  put  society  in  great  peril  or  conflict,  eolely  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  republic,  in  concorrence  with  the  council  of  ministen,  and  with  the 
approbalion  of  tbe  congress  of  the  Union,  and  in  the  recess  of  this,  of  the  per- 
manent deputation,  may  suspend  the  guarantees  estabtiebed  by  tbts  constitution, 
with  exception  of  those  which  assure  the  life  of  man;  bai  such  suspension  shall 
be  only  for  a  limited  time,  by  means  of  general  provisions,  and  of  such  s  char- 
acter as  not  to  favor  a  determined  individual  purpose.  If  the  suspension  take 
place  during  the  session  of  congress  they  shall  grant  snch  authoriza^on  as  they 
shall  esteem  necessary  to  enable  the  executive  to  confront  the  circnmstances.  If 
it  shall  take  place  during  recess,  the  permanent  deputation  shall,  without  dday. 
convoke  the  congress  for  its  advice  and  action."  (Docs.  9>n3e  of  Rep.,  37tli 
Congress,  2d  sess..  Exec.  No.  100,  p.  142.) 

In  precise  compliance  with  this  provision  of  the  constitntion  it  was  that,  on 
the  lltb  of  December,  1861,  at^er  the  war  with  France  had  begun,  the  Hpxicaa 
congress  adopted  a  law,  the  second  article  of  which  is  as  follows : 

"Article  a.  The  executive  is  hereby  invested  with  plenary  power  to  make 
whatever  regulations  be  may  judge  convenient,  without  other  restrictions  than 
those  of  saving  the  national  independence  and  the  integrity  of  the  national  ter- 
ritory, the  form  of  government  established  by  the  constitution,  and  the  principles 
and  laws  of  reform."  (Doc8.  House  of  Rep.,  39th  Cnngiess,  1st  sess..  Exec. 
No.  73,  part.  3,  p.  S4.) 

The  provisions  of  this  law  had  a  certain  term,  the  lapse  of  which  would  de- 
termine tho  authority  thns  conferred  on  the  executive;  and  the  ctrcnmatancee 
of  the  country  continning  the  same  after  the  expiration  thereof,  congreu  issued 
another  law  on  tbe  3d  of  May,  1862,  continning  in  the  person  of  the  President 
the  same  plenary  powers  of  administration  and  legislation;  aud  again,  the  same 
circnmstances  continning.  on  tbe  S?th  of  Octoi^r,  1863;  and,  finally,  on  the 
37th  of  May,  1863,  congress  enacted  that  the  extraordinary  powers  theretofore 
granted  to  the  executive  were  to  continue  until  thirty  days  after  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  congress  in  its  re^lar  se.'^sion,  or  until  the  termination  of  war  with 
France.  (Docs.  House  of  Rep.,  39th  Congress,  1st  sess.,  Exec.  No.  73.  part.  2. 
p.  24.) 

Seeing  that  the  condition  of  the  country  continued  to  be  such  aa  not  to  enahle 
the  next  meeting  of  congress  in  regular  session  to  take  place,  and  seeing  that  tbe 
war  with  France  has  not  yet  terminated,  thus  it  came  to  pass  that  the  President 
of  tbe  Mexican  republic  remains  invested  with  the  legislative  powers  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  successive  acts  of  congress. 

Among  these  powers,  as  we  have  seen,  is  that  of  makii'g  laws  concerning 
general  means  of  comuranication,  in  virtue  of  which  President  Jnarez,  by  a  de- 
cree having  the  forms  and  force  of  law,  declared  tbe  nullity  of  the  grant  to  the 
Louisiana  Company,  and  conferred  the  franchise  on  the  Tebuantepec  company. 
4.  Independently  of  the  clause  of  the  constitution,  however,  and  in  respect  to 
matters  not  thus  defined  to  have  been  of  mere  legislative  resort,  certain  it  is  that 
a  multitude  of  analogous  or  similar  matters  are,  and  always  have  been,  compn- 
faended  within  the  functions  of  tbe  administrative  aiitUonties  of  Mexico,  either 
tbe  supreme  or  the  local,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  subject-matter. 
Such  matters  have  been  determined  administratively,  except  where  circioa- 
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atances  might  occnr  to  sabjcct  them  to  legielative  snpervision;  but  they  have 
not  been  conaidered  ae  questions  of  judicial  jurisdiction,  nnlesi  by  previous  ad- 
ministrative reference  to  the  courts  of  law.  Even  if  of  a  contentious  nature, 
they  still  remain  of  administrative  jurisdiction;  and  in  such  case  the  ministers 
constitute  the  "ordinary  administrative  tribunal,"  and  "each  minister  is  to  dis- 
charge the  functions  of  nn  ordinary  administrative  tribunal  in  all  matters  which 
are  of  the  attribution  of  liia  branch  of  the  public  service."  {Lares,  nbi  supra, 
p.  381.) 

Finally,  the  same  author  defines  the  special  subjects  of  controversy,  the  solu- 
tion of  which  is  of  purely  administrative  resort,  and  among  them,  especially 
public  works,  as,  for  example,  canals  aud  railroads,  (p.  170,)  which  subjects  he 
had  already  defined  as  being  essentially  acts  of  administration,  (p.  76;)  and,  to 
reference  to  all  sach  matters,  he  concludes  that  the  contentions  administrative 
jurisdiction  is  vested  in  appropriate  administrative  tribunals,  those  tribunals  he- 
iag,  in  the  first  instance,  each  one  of  the  ministers  of  state,  in  their  respective 
departments,  and,  of  course,  the  minister  of  fomcuto  in  all  matters  of  internal 
improvement.     (Ubi  supra,  pp.  377,  383,  383.) 

The  jurisprudence  of  Mexico,  in  these  respects,  corresponds  with  that  of  Spain, 
from  which  it  is  derived.  (Colmeiro,  Derecho  Administrativn,  EspaQoI,  torn,  i, 
p.  38 ;  torn,  ii,  pp.  243,  250,  232.) 

The  same  principles  of  pnblic  right  prevail  in  other  couptrics  of  the  civil  law 
so  called;  that  is,  whose  jurisprudence  is  derived  primarily  from  Rome.  For 
illustration  of  this  it  needs  only  to  refer  to  the  case  of  France.  (Laferri^re, 
Cours  de  Droit  Public  et  Administrutif,  4me  ed.,  tom.  ii,  pp.  S32,  74S.) 

CircumstanceB  do  undoubtedly  exist  in  which  the  extinctioa  of  a  privilege 
requires,  by  the  law  of  Mexico,  to  be  verified  by  a  declaratory  sentence.  Such 
ia  the  case  of  imputed  forfeiture,  because  of  the  abuse  of  a  privilege  by  overstep- 
iog  the  limit  of  the  conceseiDQ.     Dut  no  such  sentence  is  required  when  the 

Srivileges  lapse  by  the  death  of  the  grantee,  if  it  be  a  personal  grant,  or  the 
estniction  of  the  thing  itself,  if  it  be  a  real  grant;  or  by  the  expiration  of  the 
period  of  the  grant;  or  by  no n -performance  within  the  time  prescribed  bv  the 
conditions  of  the  concession.  (Escriche,  Die.  de  Legislacion,  sub.  voc.  Privi- 
legio.) 

And  the  lapse  of  a  grant  by  non- performance  in  the  prescribed  lime  is  oue  of 
the  precise  cases  of  which  the  grunting  administrative  authority  has  jurisdiction. 
(Compare  Lares,  p.  66;  Colmeiro,  tom.  ii,  pp.  75,  87,  285,  2S;8;  Luferri^re,  tom. 
ii,  p.770.) 

The  theory  of  this  whole  doctrine  is  that  the  permanent  and  gcnernl  interests 
of  society  cannot  be  sacrificed  for  the  occasional  aud  special  interests  of  Indi- 
riduols,  OS  would  be  the  cose  if  there  were  no  separatton  of  powers,  and  if  the 
courts  were  capable,  at  the  instance  of  sacli  special  interests  of  individuals,  of 
interposing,  so  as,  in  effect  or  tendency,  to  stop  the  wheels  of  the  government. 

Now,  true  it  is,  that  adminietrative  jurisprudence  is  more  carefully  reduced 
to  a  system,  more  thoroughly  underetnod  as  the  subject  of  many  learned  treatises, 
in  the  countries  of  the  Roman  law,  than  it  ia  in  the  United  ijtates;  and  it  thus 
happens  that  the  American  lawyer  ia  prone  hastily  to  jump  to  the  conclusion 
that  all  controversies  of  private  right  are  justiciable  at  once  by  the  ccurts  of 
law;  which  disposition  of  the  common-law  mind  bos  ted  to  the  denial  in  certain 
quarters  of  the  validity  of  the  charter  of  the  Tehuantepec  Transit  Company, 
because  of  the  courts  of  law  not  having  previously  determined  the  caducity  uf 
the  privileges  of  the  Louisiana  Company. 

But  we  have  the  thin^  in  the  United  Stales  most  unquestionably,  although 
not  invested  in  the  same  conspicuous  forms  as  in  Spain  anil  Mexico. 

On  recurring  to  the  subjects  hereinbefore  referred  to,  as  of  administrative  re- 
sort by  the  civil  law,  and  oa  involving  quasi-judicial  determination  by  the  heads 
of  the  executive  departments,  it  is  plain  to  see  that  many  of  those  matters  are 
matters  of  administrative  jnstice  under  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
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Bat  we  have  no  occaBion  to  aasert  the  identity  of  the  administrative  tnatitn- 
tions  of  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  or  the  eimilitnde  of  their  forma  of  liv. 
Profonnd  diiferenceB  exist  in  that  respect  between  the  inHtitn^ons  and  foinu  of 
the  respective  conntriee. 

In  the  present  case  of  pretends  conflict  of  right  between  the  Tehnantepec 
GompBuj  and  the  Lonisiana  Company,  tlie  very  possibility  of  any  sach  qoMtioB 
of  competency  or  conflict  is  preclnded  hy  the  fact  that  the  declaration  of  the 
cadncity  of  the  privileges  of  the  Lonisiana  Company,  and  the  giant  of  franchiN 
to  the  Tehuantepec  company,  are  the  act,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  President  of 
the  republic  in  his  executive  capacity  as  the  supreme  executive  power  of  the 
republic,  and  also  in  his  legislative  capacity  as  the  provisional  depositaiy  of  the 
supreme  legislative  power  of  the  congress. 

All  these  conclusions  might  indeed  have  been  pretiamed,  trota  the  ciitim- 
stance  that  the  acts  in  question  emanated  from  men  so  thoroughly  vereed  m  iIk 
iostitntions  and  jurisprudence  of  their  country  as  President  Jofivz  and  the  Hin- 
ister  Yglesias,  to  say  nothing  of  the  other  heads  of  execntive  departments,  toA 
as  the  Ministers  Leido  de  Tdada  and  Mejia. 

5.  I  deem  it  wholly  Bupernuoiis  here  to  reargue  the  ques^on  of  the  r^htfil 
possession  of  the  presidential  office  by  President  Juates,  the  tenure  of  iriiidi 
rests  with  abeolnte  legal  certaiuty,  in  Mexico,  upon  the  fact  of  his  b^ng  tbe 
recognized  President  of  the  republic  there ;  and,  in  the  United  States,  iu  hii 
also  being  recognised  by  the  govemmont  of  the  United  States. 

The  same  consideration  relieveB  me  of  the  necessity  of  showing,  as  might 
easily  be  done,  that  when  President  Gomonfort  atmulled  the  privileges  of  the 
Sloo  Company  and  the  Mixed  Company,  and  granted  the  franchise  to  the  Loa- 
isiana  Company,  his  pretensions  to  the  executive  were,  to  say  the  least,  bmk 
contestable,  in  strict  uw,  than  those  of  Juarez  at  the  present  time. 

6.  Let  me  say,  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  line  of  telegraph  for  inter 
oceanic  communication  by  the  way  of  the  isthmus  of  Tehuaiitepec,  with  snil- 
ble  harbor  improvements  at  Coatzacoelcos  and  La  Ventoea,  including  ligfal- 
honses,  is  an  object  of  great  and  manifest  utility  to  the  whole  commercial  world, 
but  primarily  so  to  the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  republic  It  has  stall 
times  been  thus  regarded  by  the  pohlic  authorities  and  the  people  of  both 
countries.  The  United  States  government  at  one  'time  desired  to  posaeas  the 
exclnsive  right  of  this  communication,  bat  has  long  since  desisted  from  aoch 
pretensions,  out  of  respect  for  the  territorial  sovereignty  of  Uexico.  At  a 
later  day,  the  privilege  of  constructing  this  commaoication  being  vested  in  tbe 
hands  of  individnal  citizens  of  the  United  States,  was  made  the  object  of  (fe- 
cial treaty  protection  by  joint  act  of  the  American  and  Mexican  sivenmmta. 
Now,  as  then,  it  is  impossible  that  the  American  government  should  fail  to  cod- 
sider  with  good  will  a  great  enterprise  of  such  immense  value  to  the  yetp^t  of 
the  United  States  situated  on  both  oceans.  As  to  Mexico,  she  has  been  eon- 
etantly  ready  heretofore,  and  will  doubtless  continue  to  favor  this  great  work, 
by  whatsoever  persons  or  parties,  and  with  whatsoever  political  opiuicMia,  abe 
may  have  been  or  may  be  roled.  To  her  it  would  not  only  be  the  meaas  of 
great  economic  improvements  and  of  large  national  revenue  in  the  fiAeen  per 
cent,  of  the  net  income  of  the  communication,  bat  an  efficient  step,  also,  to 
more  stable  nationality,  by  reason  of  the  interests  of  other  powers  in  its  com- 
mon use,  and  their  consequent  mutual  friendship  for  the  republic.  President 
Juarez  has  therefore  done  a  signal  service  to  his  country,  in  embracing  the 
opportunity,  when  the  franchise  of  the  communication  had  lapsed  in  the  faanda 
of  tbe  previous  grantees,  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  yourself  and  your  associ- 
ates, with  new  provisions  of  guarantee  for  the  construction  of  the  railway  and 
telesraph  line,  and  for  the  safeguard  of  the  interests  of  the  Mexican  ifi|>ublie. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  people  of  Mexico  to 
doubt  the  future  surety  of  the  grant,  whoever  may  be  the  President  of  ihe 
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Mexican  repnblic,  whether  D.  Benito  Jnarez.  or  some  other  person  who  shall 
be  constitntionally  msed  to  power.  And,  therefore,  it  needs  only  that  all  con- 
fiict  of  private  interests  in  the  United  States  shall  be  caused  to  cease,  either  hy 
the  conciliation  or  the  diBConrsgement  of  parties  setting  up  title  in  the  lapsed. 
Jninchise  of  the  Louisiana  Goinpany,  to  have  this  great  undertaking  placed  on 
the  most  solid  foundation,  and  to  insure  the  speedy  completion  of  an  inter- 
oceanic  communication,  entitled,  by  its  nature  and  its  value,  to  the  protection 
and  support  of  all  nations  and  all  governments,  but  especially  of  the  Mexican 
republic  and  the  United  States. 

7.  The  Archduke  Maximilian  is  respectable  as  a  man ;  he  is  of  eminent  rank 
aa  a  cadet  of  the  imperial  booae  of  Austria;  he  may  proudly  appeal  to  the  his- 
torical recollections  of  descent  from  the  great  Emperor  Charles,  whom  ilornan 
Cortes  served  (with  but  poor  requital)  in  the  conquest  and  colonization  of  New 
Spain.  But  all  these  titles  to  consideration  avail  him  nothing  in  the  desperate 
enterprise  he  has  undertaken  of  establishing  a  European  dynasty  on  the  soil  of 
Mexico.  In  the  eyes  of  all  America,  he  is  simply  a  foreign  adventurer,  the  in- 
-  truded  instrument  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French,  but  whom  the  arms  of  France 
could  not  maintain  against  the  mere  passive  resistance  of  President  Juarez, 
standing  statue-like  as  the  impersonation  of  Mexican  independence,  and  of 
American  protestation  against  the  tnlermeddliug  of  Europe  in  the  internal  affairs 
of  the  republican  peoples  of  America. 

Santa  Ana,  Almonte,  Miramon,  Ortega — these  might  have  been  names  of 
power,  in  other  circumstances,  to  serve  as  rallying  points  of  party  or  faction ; 
but  when  the  French  shall  have  embarked  at  Vera  Craz  to  the  last  man,  the 
Mexican  republic  will,  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  Mexico  and  of  the 
world,  be  only  half  rehabilitated,  unless  Benito  Juarez  resumes  the  place,  from 
which  French  intervention  drove  him,  la  the  palace  of  the  government  at  the 
capital,  as  the  constitntionat  President  of  the  repnblic. 

Whether  he  shall  do  so  or  not,  and  whether  he  shall  or  not  be  re-elected,  his 
o£Scial  acts  oa  President,  done  in  the  discharge  of  the  extraordinary  functions 
with  which  the  last  constitntional  congress  invested  him,  must  and  will  continue 
to  have  the  efEcacioos  force  of  law.  To  deny  this,  to  say  Juarez  wafl  not  the 
legitimate  President  of  the  Mexican  repnblic  when  be  did  those  acts,  would  be 
to  say  that  the  Mexican  republic  had  ceased  to  be;  it  would  be  to  aver  that  the 
very  life  of  the  Mexican  nation  and  its  government  ended  with  the  French  ia- 
vasion;  that  all  its  national  institutions  had  perished  utterly,  and  become  as  if 
they  had  never  existed ;  that  its  treaty  relations  with  foreign  powers  were  ex- 
tinct ;  and  that  the  national  sovereignty  of  the  republic  lies  dead  and  buried 
under  the  imperial  pretensions  of  Maximilian. 

Of  course,  no  future  President  or  congress  of  Mexico  can  or  will  say  this : 
they  roust  admit,  nay,  they  must  peremptorily  insist,  that  the  life  of  the  repub- 
lic had  not  been  cut  off  or  suspended  for  a  moment;  and  to  prove  this  they  must 
adduce  and  rely  upon  two  classes  of  facts,  namely  :  first,  the  uninterrupted  rec- 
ognition of  the  Mexican  republic  by  the  United  States  in  the  person  of  President 
Juarez;  and,  secondly,  the  uninterrupted  exercise  of  the  supreme  functions  of 
government,  execudve  and  legislative,  by  President  Juarez,  the  legal  monu- 
ments of  which  consist  of  all  such  laws,  decrees,  and  orders  as  were  issued  by 
him  officially,  whether  at  Mexico,  at  Paso  del  Norte,  at  Gbifauahuo,  or  anywhere 
else,  in  the  proper  form,  with  due  attestation  of  the  respective  minister  oi  state. 
and  within  the  scope  of  the  extraordinary  powers  intrusted  to  him  by  the  last 
Congress. 

In  view  of  all  which,  I  reiterate  my  opinion  of  the  perfect  legal  validity  of 
the  charter  of  the  Tehuantepec  Transit  Company. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

C.  GUSHING. 

CuARLBS  Knap,  Esq.,  President. 

■       i5   MBX.  Dk,iIi..."j,X,()()<^Ic 
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Opinion  of  Hon.  Rtverdy  Johiuon. 

Wasiiinqton,  DecetiU>er  28,  1866. 

My  opinion  la  requested  on  theee  queations : 

First  Is  tbc  decree  in  favor  of  me  Tehnantepec  TraDsit  Company  of  tbe 
ISth  October,  1866,  a  valid  one,  eobstantially  and  formally,  bo  as  to  rest  in  tbe 
company  the  riglits  and  privileges  it  purports  to  ^ant  I 

Second.  If  it  be  otherwise  vuid,  is  its  validity  impaired  or  injurioualT  afiected 
by  tbe  prior  grant  to  the  Louisiana  Tebuantepec  Company,  of  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1857  J 

1.  The  grant  of  October,  1S66,  was  made  by  the  executive  of  the  govers- 
ment  of  Mexico,  which,  before  that  date,  was,  and  ever  since  baa  been,  the  ody 
government  of  that  country  recognized  by  our  Congress  and  President.  In  tbe 
cases  of  Rose  vs.  Himely,  4  Cra.,  S41,  and  eeletoD  r«.  Hoyt,  3  Wheat.,  '246,  it 
was  )ield  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  doctrine  of  natiaiial 
law,  that  it  ie  the  exclusive  province  of  governments  to  recognize  new  states ; 
and  that  until  this  is  done,  '*  couits  of  justice  are  bound  to  consider  the  ancient 
state  of  things  are  remaining  unaltered." 

The  grant  of  October,  186G,  therefore,  is  as  valid,  as  it  would  have  been  if 
the  government  of  which  Juarez  was  PreBideut  had  never  been  di£turbed.  In 
that  case,  his  authority  to  toake  the  grant,  no  prior  legal  one  existing,  cannot  be 
questioned.  Grants  of  analogous  character  have  frequently  been  made  by  the 
executive  of  Mexico,  and  never  called  into  doubt,  I  am,  therefore,  clear  in  tbe 
opinion,  on  the  hypothesis  that  there  was  no  previous  legal  and  existing  grant 
of  a  franchise,  that  the  one  in  question  of  October,  1866,  is  perfectly  valid. 

3.  -Was  tbe  grant  of  tbc  7th  of  September,  1857,  to  the  Ijouisiana  Company 
a  valid  one,  when  that  of  the  15lh  October,  \^&Q,  was  made  to  the  Transit 
Company  T 

I  am  equally  clear  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  not.  By  its  terms,  the  period* 
for  beginning  and  completing  the  work  were  fixed.  If  neither  was  complied 
with,  ue  grant  was  to  be  void,  or  by  proper  authority  might  be  declared  void. 
That  neither  of  these  conditions  was  fulfilled  is  established  by  tbe  fact  that  tbe 
company,  on  the  28th  of  March,  1859,  and  2otli  of  October,  1860,  applied  for, 
and  obtained  from  Juarez,  an  estension  of  the  time.  When  the  extended  time 
elapsed,  the  work  was  not  begun  or  completed,  and  the  franchise  was  conse- 
quently subject  to  forfeiture.  No  further  time  was  asked  of  Jnarei ;  but  in 
answering,  in  March,  1866,  an  application  made  to  Lim  for  a  different  pnrpoee 
by  the  company,  in  October,  1865,  and  refusing  it,  on  the  ground  that  the  fran- 
chise had  lapsed  from  failure  of  performance.  Juarez  requested  them  to  show 
faim  why  tbe  failure  had  occurred.  Instead  of  doing  this,  however,  they  Kf- 
plied  to  Maximilian  for  a  confirmative  grant,  and  obtained  it.  For  the  reasons 
stated  under  the  first  bead,  this  grant  was  wholly  void.  Maximilian  waa  then, 
add  is  now,  neither  the  government  de  facto  nor  de  jure  of  Mexico.  The 
United  Slates  have  not  only  not  recognized  him  in  either  capacity,  but  have  ex- 
pressly refused  to  do  so.  This  being  the  case,  the  only  government  competent 
to  decide  the  question  of  forfeiture  was  that  of  Juarez.  And,  in  the  dne  exct- 
«iM  of  that  authority,  he,  in  proper  form,  adjudged  the  forfeiture,  and  made  tbe 
grant  of  tbe  15th  of  October,  1866.  Tbe  validity  of  such  grant,  therefore,  in 
my  opinion,  is  in  no  way  impaired  or  tnjurioasly  affected  by  tbe  prior  one  le 
the  Loaisiana  Company.  If  there  was  any  government  in  Mexico  in  1866 
competent  to  grant  such  a  franchise,  (and  that  will  hardly  be  denied,)  it  ww 
that  of  Juarez,  and  not  of  Maximilian. 

In  the  eye  of  the  law,  the  latter  is  but  an  adventurer,  m|ting  to  ovcrtin 


CONDITION  OF  APFAIRS  IN  MEXICO.  707 

the  exiating  government,  and  until  he  encceede  in  thia,  (an  event  most  improba- 
ble at  any  time,  and  certainly  not  brought  abont  in  1866,)  that  government  ia  to 
be  esteemed  the  only  le^timate  one,  and,  being  bo,  waa  capable,  on  the  15th 
October,  1866,  of  making  the  grant  of  that  date  to  the  T^linantepec  Transit 
Company. 

HEVERDY  JOHNSON. 
Charles  Knap,  Eaq., 

Pruidmt  Tehtianlepec  TVantit  Company,  New  York. 


SMpplement  to  Mr.  Gu$king'»  t^inion*. 

"WaSHINOTON,  January  17,  1867. 

Dbak  Sir  :  Intimation  comee  to  me  of  the  assertion,  by  some  pereons  con- 
nected with  the  Lonieiana  Tehuantepec  Company,  that  the  law  of  the  Mozican 
republic,  declaring  the  privilege  of  that  company  forfeited  by  lapse  of  time, 
ifl  in  conflict  with  an  article  (Article  35]  in  the  concesaion  to  the  company  to  the 
effect  that  "  any  donbt  or  difference  in  the  execution  or  interpretation  of  this 
privilege  shall  be  decided  by  arbitrators." 

This  new  pretension  of  the  Lonisiana  Company  apparently  surrenders  the  old 
one,  which  aesamed  the  legal  necessity  of  a  decree  of  a  court  of  law,  to  pro- 
nounce the  lapse  of  its  privilege  for  non-performance  in  time. 

Bat  the  preteneion  is  manifestly  unfonnded.  The  language  of  the  article  ia 
plain;  the  meaning  equally  ao.  It  refers  to  any  question  within  the  concession, 
not  to  the  concession  itself.  The  inquiry  whether  the  concession  exists  or  not, 
whether  it  baa  or  has  not  expired  by  lapse  of  time,  is  not  inquiry  of  ita  execution 
or  interpretation. 

Besides  which,  this  article  must  be  conatmed  in  collation  with  article  21,  which 
declares  that  "  the  company  shall  have  no  greater  rights  than  Mexicana,  nor  any 
other  meana  of  enforcing  them  than  those  conceded  to  the  latter  by  the  lawa  of  the 
republic."  And  the  lawa  of  the  republic  annul  the  privilege  of  the  Lonisiana 
Company,  both  in  form  and  in  fact. 

These  reiterated  efforts  to  impeach  the  legality  and  the  good  faitb  of  the  acta 
of  the  government  of  President  Juarez  in  this  respect  compel  the  exposition  of 
certain  matters  of  fact  and  of  hw,  which  might  otherwise  have  been  pretermitted. 

The  Louisiana  Tehuantepec  Company  seem  to  labor  noder  seriona  misappre- 
hensions on  the  subject  of  their  present  and  possible  future  relation  to  the  Mexi- 
can government. 

I  referred,  in  my  opinion  of  the  30th  of  November,  to  the  fact  that  the  Lonisi- 
ana Company  had  elected  to  throw  itself  upon  the  nsorper  Uazimilian  for  rehabil- 
itation, instead  of  availing  itself,  as  it  was  invited  to  do,  of  the  generoua  disposi- 
tion of  President  Jaares  in  their  behalf. 

In  doing  this,  in  obtaining  such  a  concession  from  Maximilian,  they  eeem  to 
have  overlooked  the  law  enacted  by  the  congress  of  the  Mexican  republic  on  the 
13th  of  December,  1862,  to  the  effect  that  aX\  such  acts  are  null  and  void ;  that 
all  who  take  part  in  the  same  are  both  civilly  and  criminally  responsible  therefor ; 
and  that  sncli  concessions  can  never  receive  any  consideration  at  the  bends  of 
the  supreme  government  of  the  Mexican  repnblic ,-  that  is  to  say,  the  Louisiana 
company  has  not  only  lost  ita  grant  by  lapse  of  time,  bot  it  has,  in  effect,  out- 
lawed itself  by  undertaking  to  deal  with  the  usurped  government,  and  in  defi- 
ance of  the  lawa  of  the  republic. 

In  Mexico  the  partiea  engaged  in  the  transaction  are  criminally  responsible. 
Any  property  the  company  may  have  on  the  soil  of  Mexico  lias  become  forfeit 
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if  it  bnd  not  lapsed  by  neglect;  and  should  the  company  think  henafber  of  ap- 
plying to  any  govemment  of  the  Mexican  republic  for  favora,  it  will  have  Hs 
treaBonable  practices  with  Maximilian  thrown  in  its  face;  and  by  tbooe  i»ac- 
ticee,  which  are  alike  illegal  in  the  United  States  as  in  Mexico,  and  offensive  to 
the  unchangeable  political  convictions  of  both  couutriee,  it  haa  voloataiily 
stripped  itself  of  all  faculty  of  complaint,  either  to  the  ^Executive  or  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  In  truth,  by  reason  of  this  act,  the  present  Ic^al 
condition  of  the  Louisiana  Company  is  quite  as  desperate  in  the  United  States 
as  it  is  in  Mexico. 

Maximilian  and  his  partisans,  in  contemplation  of  law,  are  persons  in  rebel- 
lion agaiDBt  the  Mexican  republic.  Any  contract  made  with  such  rebela  by  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  is,  by  the  uairersal  public  law,  "bo  fraught  with 
illegality  and  turpitude  as  to  be  utterly  null  and  void,"  being  to  the  prejudice 
of  ttie  government  recognized  bythe United  States.  (Kenneth tw. Chambers,  14 
Howard,  38;  Williams  t*.  Oliver.  12  Howard,  111;  De  Wntz  m.  Hendricks,9 
Moore,  586;  Joues  vs.  Garcia  del  Eio,  1  Turner  &  Russell,  197;  Ttisani  m. 
Clemens,  3  Bingham,  432.) 

Snch  were  the  law  and  foreign  policy  of  the  United  States  in  past  times,  and 
which  the  great  events  of  our  latter  domestic  history  have  but  served  to 
strengthen  and  confirm. 

Annexed  hereto  you  will  find  translations  of  the  concession  made  by  Maxi- 
milian to  the  Louisiana  Company,  and  of  the  above-mentioned  decree  of  the 
congress  of  Mexico.  This  decree,  bo  it  observed,  was  passed  at  a  regular  ses- 
sion  of  the  Mexican  cougress  while  in  the  full  and  complete  exerose  of  its  con- 
stitutional functions  at  the  capital,  and  during  a  regular  elective  period  of  the 
presidential  authority  of  President  Juarez.  It  is  not  subject  to  any  cavil  what- 
soever in  the  relation  of  law.  It  is  just  as  duly  and  nn questionably  a  sapione 
law  of  the  Mexican  republic  as  the  act  of  CongreBB  "to  eetablish  the  judicial 
courts  of  the  United  States"  is  a  supreme  law  of  these  United  States. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

C.  CUSHING. 

Gharlbs  Knap,  Esq. 


[E^om  the  Uoiio  del  Imperio. — Trmslation.] 
Maximilian,  Empekor  of  Mexico. 
Having  heard  our  council  of  ministers,  we  decree; 

Permission  is  given  to  the  Louisiana  Tehnantepec  Company,  privileged  fiir 
the  opening  of  an  interoceanic  communication  by  the  isthmus  of  this  name,  by 
decree  of  September  7,  1657,  and  conformably  with  article  83d  of  the  aaid  de- 
cree, that  it  may  transfer  the  residence  of  its  directorship  from  New  Orleans  to 
New  York,  and  change  its  name  to  that  of  the  "New  York  and  TehnantnMc 
Railroad  and  Steamship  Company."  Given  at  Mexico  on  tha  12th  of  October, 
A.  D.  IB66. 

MAXIMILIAN. 
The  Minister  of  Fomento. 

By  the  Emperor : 

JOAQUIN  DE  MIEB  Y  TERAN, 

7:5c  Minuter  ^Fomento. 
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S  1  Accounlof  IhebanqaetmtreirYork,  Angoiiai:  Mr,  Heff- 

1      Aabara;  Mr.  Aomoro  li  introdnced  lo  the  people  by  Mr. 
<      Ur.  8«ward  md  Iho  M<mroe  doctrine. 

«r 

Mr.  Saward  to 
Mr.  Romero  1 
Enclonnl.. 

Mr. 

Sept 
May 
Jane 

i: 

Jaly 
July 

31 

n 

17 

"For  the  •uc«  of  the  Bobli  cao»  or  Mexico." 
Receipt  of  hla  oote  of  3M  Srplember.  wllb  tba  aitlclea  pnb- 
ILhed  In  the  Vo<  de  America  rolatlre  to  Mexico  and  lb* 

and  FRb'i^^Mll^^UIIra  to  Ihe  exchaoRe  of  prlaonen  of 

aeaenil  Utjla  to  Qeoard  VlHca:  Eiebaoge  of  prlKDen  aDd 
Ibeir  ln*tm>l,  FnMent  Jnani  will  not  cxeha»(.  prla- 
onen anl*H  Meikau  an  b«tlm'  owed. 

Oanaral  VleacatoUiaBBcnitBryof  war:  Exchange  of  priam- 

Oaneral  TIeita  to  OeDeniil  Dotuy :  Eicbang*  of  priaonera  of 

w 
in 

EBeloanra 

Llai  of  prlaonan  taken  at  0«^ea  by  Ihe  Franeb  and  now  con- 

Oaneral  MellB,  aecrelary  of  war.  to  aenaral  Vlaiea,  (OTar»r 

exchaoce  of  prlaonan  i  lermiiuied. 
tt«wlploTor*etof«Kr.laryof  war(«  exchange  of  prtaOB- 
eni  encloaiia  c«n«p«>dBBCc  on  the  nhjacl  whb  Ctraeral 

0«Hnl\-|auaU  Oeneral  Deuayt  NotuyiBC  of  Iba  tatm 

, 

t'.oogic 


1 

m>mwJiom«Dd 

DIM. 

1 

E»cl««,» 

1666. 
Jnlj  13 

EoelMUMlO 

Aug,  91 

B»do™„ll 

Aog.  IB  1 

EotlMnwlS 

AB«,  la 

Mr.  Senrd  lo  Ur. 

Hewvd. 

.. 

S.PI.M 

Jalj-  M 

S.P.H 

S^pl.  15 

S.pt- 

EndomreS 

Bept.  la 

BndointeT 

8»pt.  16 

Enol<Hra«8 

EnelolBIB» 

S(pt  M 

E"!"""!" 

S.p^>e 

Enclonrall 

s^t-ta 

E"''-'-"'" 

Sep..  93 

Eri(lMuni3 

April  M 

EnclMHreH 

Aug.  16 

ir  hii  rDBtldBraUoB.  ! 

jiA,  HCTf lory  of  wur.  Id  Gvpeml  Vhif  i  Tba  'i 

poud  by  (b«  PTTBdenl  ATfl  Iboka  ab*crr«d  bj*  nil  ' 

f  TtuDtalpom  by  Colonel  CimMha  to  Cal«el    

Coloinl  Teno  coauali  to  the  eicbugi  uked  b;  Cetand    ' 

Cuniicho,  scd  occnpla  Tluotilpwii. 
Ackiio*ledgtiigre«lp(arb1>notaof  94lh  Jolr,  wllb  Id  WT-    

-monDiu  ■  IraniUtloa  at  a  dMRT  pnbUdied  In  tbe  MoitMn     1»  ' 

JnlvM.']e6«.  iKtwwNKp^lsoiiudllHlmlllui  ItitenH  | 
cunotbeblndJcg  upon  tie  Meilcui  npsbllo,  H  tbrj  an  , 


Nnpolfea  md  Hu! 


ru  ODlkolkw  of  dnlMt «  Ueiitu  eiutoai-lunini  udpaj- 
mentor  all  iuini  ailTuind  by  Fmnee. 
Artlcteftam  LoUbant  of  Fadii,  by  Ur.  Duremcdi,  reveel-  )._ 
'-  t  Ibo  UqallUUon  of  the  eipciuei  of  lbs  Preneli  Inlrrren-  i 
n  in  MeilM ;  HTare  eritielim  on  tbe  wbole  nbleet. 
:Ia  by  Mr.  OenMot  Dof  eraola.  of  La  Liberlt,  ravecttaf  I . . 
I  BppolBtnisnli  of  Oenerali  Onaant  and  FtlanI  lo  the  I 
ainFtofUuLmlUao.^hlctiieiiatiippnTedbyNapoleaai  , 
ralAdon  nlatai  to  a  new  pbu  of  fOT-  ; 
;  Freochmen  to  be  enployad  la  all  tte  i 
laden  MOjliilja  fbr  11 '— 


General  CwlelnHo'i 


He  Opinio 

eipedlMon;  anllclpatHl  dlffienlllei 


bdrawal  of  France 
e,  {Pule;)  tbemtulon  of  QmerelOu-  i. 


the  braggadocio 


the  London  Timet;  'the  mleilan  of  Cattelaaato  *,,. 

ILui ;  the  Intervention  will  prare  ■  fsUnre.  \ 

La  Libert*,  by  Mr.  DuTemoli;  commentt  upo«  ,., 
~  tbe  Patiic,  aud  condenani  tba  Frmcb 

in  MeiiM;    .. 
«.  by  Mr.  I,. 


iiitheeipedlthm,  &c. 


Dnvernoii 

idon  DallJ 

Newi ;  the  1 

flninchil  CO 

lad 

flidalgo  on<l 

Condc   Cb. 

;capl 

Article  from  the  Lon 

douNe-l; 

anEngliibo 

mlnyr^    . 
(ImUlaal  | 


"^""__ 1 

Mr.  Seward  li 
Romero. 

„. 

Mr.  Romero 

oMr. 

Carre ip'ondence  of  tbe  London  TImri;  the  Ueiluu  iBaaa.    . 
and  now  the  Fnncb  fnudi  bare  been  employed ;  prodaca 

AHicle/rMn'lheFrHuco-Aineriealnot  New  York";  n«l*wof  i. 


'ard  lo  Mr.     Ocl. 


her  foreign  debla  be  paid. 
Jnly  30  between  Nnpoleen  aidMaiiail 


Truimiti  lellcr  from  Oenenl  Reculei. 


■r  of  tbe  I    1  I  IS 
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Ur.  Scwtrd  to  Mr. 


^'^;s;;i:::::::; 

Jone  ia 

iid™«ffl 

June  09 

dc1™k3 

Aug.    a 

oclawre* 

S.p>.    fl 

oclomrtS 

adnmrgft 

8.pt.  10 

Bd™™7 

8.pt,  16 

SaelonnB 

8.pt.  OT 

noloninS 

Sept.  30 

H     Ur.  S«waTd  1o  Mr 
r.  RomtraloMr. 


il  RcehIh  ■  Ihfl  ongH^mtn 


mnamlti  Tirlilai  InlcnrplBd  docacaEiili  frsm  lbs  ■(•Big  ot 

rr.MHiibawlDK  ihs  fnllnn 'niiUiie  ImmHO  KapglMn 
ud  HulnilHtti ;  itkaHmialof  I)i«noniIuUiiDof  aeaBn]4 
OnsoDl  BDd  FrUut  u  mbilitRi  bj  "--■—'""  i  Mr.  Bo- 
in«ro'>  CODiDHii'f  Dpgo  the  iild  docamenti. 
[XUr  n-Dtn  Mr.  EJoln  lo  MuimUlu,  ffilng  llim  hll  diUUl 


jB  A>rwiirded  (him 
cItU  BfUn  In  the 

gqueiUncbJmlo  isnd  IbeaboTS 
Ut^'ly  rvcHvvd  fram  ll«xko  In 


liid»<>ft)ief<>1lD»liig 


I  OfflcLal  IIH  ^m  UulmUliD'a  »'«illed  wir  dMh  of  tha  mili- 
tary commlBlODI  liilifd  from  Ihfl  ^rh  of  Angnit  lo  Ibfl  5tk 
of  Beptember,  ihovrlog  tbat  onljr  Vt«Dch  ofB«n  have  been 


fd  to  CDrnmand  1h«  U 


Miilmmiiii'i  ilFcreo  anti^rlng  tb«  CDnflKillan  of  Ui«  propfrly 
of  palrioli  »bo  are  ^tliilDg  for  Iht  Indcpendenn  ot  thcfr 


g  Engllih  Ironil 
1  pr«»  on  Uciki 


Ebaoie  of  public  opinion 
ni  tinlllled  "  Tbe  Evunall 


Oct.    10 

Oct    la     Articiefn 
Oci.    19  I  Articis  In 


Article  from  tb*  Parli  Opinion  Matlonale  < 
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Mr.  SiwtrdloMr, 
Hr.  RoDiRO  U  Mr. 


Hr.  aawird  lo  U 

Hr.  Rsmgn  (o  U: 

Sward. 
EneloniTB 

Hr.  8*irud  M  H 

Hr.  Bam««  to  H 

gewud. 

Hr.  SvWard  to  K 
Hr,  RODHro  to  Hi 

Enclonm!) 

Hr.  S«w*rd  to  Mi 

EnclMun  3 

HDcloBoraS 

Hr.  Seward  to  Hr. 


AtUcIb  rroia  tha  Fartipn 


EodoiiDg  IsUnr  (Mm  ia< 
inf  vanot  of  tba  Marqi 
MrLerdo  to  Mr.  Bodhp 
AckDOWlBdlH  rHfJpt  of 


rLg8ltcl«nilltI*d'-L>tiilPIIIih 


'  (01^  an 


s  wUeb  b*TB  hlndMc 

LetUrfrom  Veni~Cni»7  eaom  of  MazLmlUao'i  dela;  In  M«] 
~nmcll  vlih  him  to  abdicals. 
M  r«cript  of  fbe  foregolaf 


an.  from  Turtn,  gtvln 


Airtnl  of  SniHineliiuma  at  ' 
'  tter  lo  the  United  SUIm 


of  prefect  of ' 

UTiryof 
I    detennlaatUn  of 
lolcdged 


from  that  ihlp. 


do;  lubdrj  arlltlei  from  1h*  papm  of 
mpoDilMlltj  of  rtfDlti  of  the  Inlarven 
B  from  Ln  Pranw.  by  J.  Cohen,  en 
lire;"  mponnibUily  of  lli*(bllDr«ofIl> 


>  Tempa  » 

reepondblllty  of 

o L^   Liberl* 

offaUurc 

:h  cxprdlliou  to  HBilW/b;  Clemml  i> 
Ackiioir!ed(e>ncelptDfhli  letter  of  SlitDeci 

.    .       article  from  the  Dlarlc 
feeto  fnm  HanlmUiBn  ahowhi^  bl 

m  Divio  del  Imperlo :  OBUial  itate 


[pedltl<aaad 
[mperio,  and  a  naaal- 


HanllHlo  of  HailmlUao  fron  Olfaaba ;  be  wlU  n 
Haxieii!  natlonBl  eonarm  to  be  eonvened  todi 
qneatlDDofanecniilreorreBBbUctil  Heiilco.1 
"—"-irTorkDallr  Herald:  MailmlUaii'iWiog 
I'r  the  departure:  Baaalne'i  deikni ;  Ma 
-  -'  "-  -".  i  HlramOB  a  fSfltlTe :  Marqiui  a 
the  Preddent'M  meaeafe ;  Franch  i*- 


AilmillkBa] 


:;  ipedalei 


loHexloo. 


Artjela  fna  the  EiMfslH:  1 
define  their  poiltiobi  In  Healeo. 

Acknawled(ld«  receipt  ofhldeltrr  of  Z 


Irfrdo  to  Mr.   Rooirro :  ApprovM   bit  iDitmctioaA  to 
menl  Rogqlei  mptellDg  mUUary  opentioDL 

RMtipl  or  h!i  kitcr  of  Tllh  DscrmtHr  aod  (ncloanra 

Mo.  S.—lilliurif  rpnraliom  of  lit  Korlitm  Di'ii'on, 

mnnit*  oOdAl  rrport  of  vtcioiy  of  fl«i»n]  V: 


■aetonnS 

Endoiuref 

Ur.  S«w>rd  to  M 


^ 

M>r      9 

M«.     9 

Mr.ReSTro 

-;. 

July     6 
April  M 

Aog.     1 

"S^"""'- 

^?if  4 

SUy   30 

""  1 

r.  S9  '  Mr,  Lcrfo  i 


B  Id  Q«ti' 


D  lie  Gnadftlup 

etory  foloed   - 


Derail  Vi'ica  sod  Hrjia  nipccUng 

juteofDanuiiD. 

tier  from  Ur.  Ltrdo  with  npnrl  I 

bBltle  of  BhsM  lubel,  obubiRl  di 


ItDtenuit  Coloni-I  Culllo  of  Ihn  killed.  woDsdrd, 
.g  of  repDbllcaii  forcei  mt  fi»Dt«  l«al)«l  j  lUw  lou 

°o^liD^""G«aei ;  kUled  and  iroaoded  amani  Iks 

,  ..imdi»iii™. 

UntviuAt  Colonel  CulUo'f  report oF  prlHuien  captured. -- 
SMrttaryUejtaloOonenlVlcia;  AekBDwledtn  receipt  < 

"■■ '-v  lie.,  aod  Itouki  blm  tn  ibt  ume  of  Un  Free 


ledgn  receipt  of  bli  Dole  of  2Stli  April  and  Ita  HVeral   . 

letter  of  Mr.  IfsAo  <ummaBleatiD(  the  eaploi 

.     ei  of  CfailiDataoa,  by  QoTemor  Terraioa,  andol 

dalfo  del  Farrat   by  Coloael  Vuqoei;  iDTadln^  foroN 


ID  from  tbe  Slati 
Mr.  Lerdo  la  Mr.  Ramero : 

and  Hldalga  dal  ParraL 
OoTemor  TenalOi  ID  OesBi 

poru  baitla  and  eaptam  of 
Qareraor  Terraaoa  to  ttae 

ColoBd  Vaaqsei. 
Captue  of  prtieiwrt  at  Rou 


.■SCff-'-' 


II  (alned  st  Cbibualimi   . 


andlDK  vllb  e^iliin 


il  Albino  Biplaoaa.  iinattara 


Klamallon  of  General  Pedro  Martlnn.  iililef  of  the 
avalry  brigade  of  the  army  oflbaDartti.  lotlielowiili 

P^clamailoiiofOeBeralEicabado,  of  the  army  of  (benortli, 
'  n  of  lato  eveoU  and  TlcioriM. 
ntlonal  alealda  of  Rio  Blanco  commBBicatet  lo 
Uobnlo  the  ootngea  cnmmlitcd  by  (be  French  lu 


loBhucom 


t'.oogic 


Hi.  SaoKid  M  Mr. 


aimy  of  tbn  ncrtb,  to  the  iDhabltanti  of  Ibi 
of  Ui8  StUe  of  Now  LooD.  oi '  '- 

BlroducUan  lo  Uh  sffiel*!  da< 
llHii  da  Bmotii  Oertrndli. 


of  1h> 

_     .auutti 

of  dapndbtfou  «hB' 


of  hli  coomaad  ua  itialr  puttdpulon  Ib  Uiat  tMotj. 
Rapanla  detiU  from  Genenl  EKobedo  to  the  (rar  dapul 

BtaCtment  of  tba  nambitor  killed,  wounded,  and  ptliaiHTi 

In  (be  balile  of  La  Ueu  de  Baota  Oenmdii 
Statameot  of  the  u-niaiiieDi  aad  monltioiu  takaa  (rom  th« 

enemy  at  Iba  Mbu  da  Santa  Qertnidlt 
An  accoont  of  (lie  cb^j,officerv,  andaoidten  taken  prlaonon 

from  tbe  BiiePD>  at  Ibe  battle  of  LnHeaadoEUsUOertradli. 

ProclaoiaUaa  of  OsnFral  Cantjal  to  tbe  iDhaUtuli  of  Tn- 

PmcUulatlon  of  Qonaral  Oaria  to  tbe  Inkabltaota  of  Hata- 

AcknowlrdglD^  receipt  oF  till  nola  of  Ifa*  lit  irltli  aceaoaU  of 
mllllar;  operoUoiu  of  Oancral  Bieobedo. 

iloDi  of  the  northern  dlvidon  of  tbe  tnaj  of  the  MeiiuB 
republic  from  Jdiib  lo  eepleinber.  1M& 

Ofllclal  report  of  Oeneral  Eacobedo  to  tbe  mJnWK  o(  Tiatia 

Ueaerol  Carvidal  and  Tomai  UeJIa. 

TbemlBlUer'^iiar  loQemrii'E«o&edo,"infor™ta»  biii' 


ordering  Q 

ThaanpoiDlmeiitofOoDria]  Tapla  u  KOTunar  of  tbe  Blolc 
of  /ooaullpai. 

An  actdianD  up  In  Matomoraa  rejecting  Osuaral  Carrajol  aa 


Dieatlng  la  hin  all  Uial  happened  in 
Keplr  of  tbe  mluliler  of  foreign  relatli 


If  the  litb  of  An 


Tbe  mlnliteroF  war  laformi  tbe  foTemor  of 

Tamplco  corrHpoiideiice,  gltbig  detalli  of  tbg  polHleal  altBa- 

Offleiol  rapoR  of  Qeneral  Arce  ou  the  occapaliou  of  the  ellj 


RapljDf  the  mluiiter  of  war  lotbo  above  deapMch 

OHciol  report  of  Oeneral  EKobado  to  tba  mlnlMar  of  war  •■ 
tbe  occupation  of  tbe  clllri  of  Uonterr;  nod  BalllUo  b]r  tbe 


Oenrrsl  t^Kobedo'ii  prVFlain) 


capatlDDof  Ikeelt; 


Letiar  or  Oeneral  VIeica  to  Pmldent  Ju 

io  the  nrnnder  of  the  Inlton  Qnlroca  and  Conpo*.. 
AtknowtedfM  rMelpt  of  hit  eoinnir-— *■—  —  •—  " 


or  the  fink  of 


Ur.  Sewud  lo 
Ssward. 


EnclManS. 
EnrlMiinti. 


irbMlloorAI 


—MilUtrt  rrptralleni  eftti  trcum  Dirition. 

Itile  of  Sono™,  nportliig  rlctorj  mliud  otbt  the 
■g  report  or  Onenl  UutJ- 

i[  Uonlei  cammDiiluUDg  Tlctot?  al 

Oovernoi  Koral*.  lo  mKntny  of  war.  commnid(atlD(  offldul 

Oeieral  Maoloei  lo  Govtraor  Morales,  reponio*  (ba  rerolt 

Llalcf  killed  BDilwonDdod  of  battle  of  AUmoi 

General  H^la.  •ecreUry  of  mr.  lo  Oeural  Horalei :  Tbnk- 

AckoowltdgM  iTKipl  of  bli  note  of  Slji  AprU  and  !u  ooclo- 

CammDnlcatel  ofSclal  repsrti  of  Oenenli  Corooa  ud  Mor- 
Blei  of  adrutacee  (m'Dod  over  Iho  Freoeta  aod  tnllon  In 
Sonora  and  SInaloa  la  tlKreh.  1B66.  and  caplnre  of  tho 
toKo  of  Magdalenn.  In  Sonora,  Ac,  *c.,  it 

Omeral  Corona  10  Ihs  soreraoror  SIbhIob  :  Repoitof  Ibe 
battle  Dl  Iba  Preildlo,  In  SUwloa. 

priwnoni  of  wk.  ihol  bj  Iba  French  on  the  19tb  Uarcb, 
Oeneril  Mpjla.  »MreUrr  o(  nar.  to  the  governor  of  Bloalon : 

forblnWU  and  .trateey  aguDM  Uie  onemj  at  MaialUn 
and  Preiidio  on  Ihs  ijth  and  2M  March,  IBSS:  Freneh 
driven  (rom  Matatlan  and  pnnucd  to  Preridio, 
OeUeralP.  Sepnlveda  tolho  mlnlBtet  of  war:  Roporlofhll 
tUiUlui.  eiqooro.,  Cootorilia,  Jacobotmd'p'aloi  PtlS 


nlloni  againn  Loiailii  and  hli  French  alllea.  wUcb  broke 

up  Ihelr  expedition  agalnet  Caneordla,  *c. 
Of  oeral  J.  G.  Moml.'i  to  goTemor  of  Sonon :  Report  of  the 

eaplure  of  Oncnrp.  md  wrfend.r  of  iu  gart.>oii  to  Ibo 

liberal  forcei  April  I.  IBM. 
Acknowledging  receipt  or  bit  eommnnlciitloa  of  141b  Jnne 

trantmlltlBK  correaiiondenco  relative  lo  (he  Billtary  opem- 

departmeni.  May  10,  respecting  the  operatloni  ivhlcb  ro- 
•nllod  In  Ihe  cjpfuroof  Ibe  city  o(  Henoo^lo  (Sonom) 

Report  of  O""*™!  Martinoi  lo  General  Peiqoelni  reipocllng 


General  Rubl,  gOYomor  of  Hlaaloi,  truimlu  1-ie  minltof 
IhohsIIIeoryxcnlntla. 

lean  count  nt  San  Francwo.  CaHfornla.  reporting  hli  mill' 

liinrn»«nienulntheinonllieofjlayandjiino.  1SS6. 
Offletal  report  of  Qeoeral  UarUosz  dd  the  capture  of  Her- 

ioo.llla.Tn  (be  State  of  Sonora.  '^ 

ReplyofOeBeralMe)la,minUlorafwar.  lothFiaoie 

Official  report  of  the  aiuck  of  AlumM  ao  j  d»(eat  of  Ibe  ene- 

mybjOenenaMarlloei!. 

oiifeEir!.°irr't'^(''£i^'^i  "^^•^^•'°'^''  "^y 
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ISr.  Sewvd  to  Mr. 
Ronwro. 

Mr.  Romero  to  Mr. 

odofnre 

r.  Seward  to  Mr. 
Mr,  RoDlerD  10  Mr. 

EnelomnS 

Eocloiana 

Mr,  HDDHr  to  Hr. 

Ilr.  RonKro  lo  Mr. 
Seward. 

Mr.  gswurdtoMr. 

Mr.  AomcrD  to  Mr. 
Siwanl. 

Endofaral 

EneloHirea 

EDdonreS 

EndoinreS 

Endoiunt 

EdcIdrdtcT .- 

EadorarcB 

Mr.  SewudloMr. 

Hr.  Romrrolo  Mr. 


ill 


Ropon  of  E.  Cow 
Hon.  W.  M.  Sei 

AckDowlod^ea  R< 


B  OBnlre,  to  Vn 

Idtnt  Ji» 

ncmyUHagdal 

a  of  MucdBlcD 

eigliti,  DC 

r  of  Urtimpun,  fn  1^  I 
.ptnm  of  CtdallM,  In  I 
lit  trtwpf  thoald  b«  | 


■Dd  from  Otoml  A1' 


agalDK  CblaDtlB.  oi 


lipotlUooof  a«n-   I 
ad,  nitb  ndonm  ' . 


oftlUHBIre,  |:lvliigrtporIoftb«eDidltlaDO<blt  | 


Oflieral  Rtcnln  la  Mr.  Rom 

from  Ocnual  Kf (uIfi. 
No.  S.—MilUary  ^craiii 


1  of  (iti  Sttun  Dtruioi. 


a; 


eut«ni  mllitar;  dlTlrion 


■tGtln,  ID  date, 
Gcnrnil  Oartla  lo  Mr,  Komrro  :  Trannniti  cotrriipo 

Snail  OunlB  to  the  Pmideot:  A  ilnlnHDt  of  t 

tTinti  on  Ibe  f  aitern  llifl  and  dlildDD. 
OEnrr«l  Gnndato  tbe  minlitorof  war:  Reporli  tbi 

HUIb  of  Vera  Crni  wu  utaeked  on  lb>94Ib  of  M 

Qeomil  OorciB  lo  tbt  miDliW  of  war:  Official  rep 

Oonoral  aarcta  to  Ihe  mlnliter  of  war  -.  Otteial  r* pon  of  tbc  ; . 

victory  of  Sayolteper,  bj  Ovneral  Fi^eroa. 
OFBura]  Oarcln  10  mlnlnlor  of  wtr !  OfBdal  rrporl  of  Onicral   . 

OcDtral  Garcia  lo  mlnliur  of  war:  NewiofOnHTal  Din'i   . 
victory  at  Pqtla,  m  lt»  Stan  of  Oajio.  I 


TtfyomQaiHraliDIaiaDdGanlB.  ' 


aoddlilaknii  nno 


coaDinaad  1.. 
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EnelMDn  3. 
Endmont. 

EncloionT. 

Mi.  Snard 

Romaro. 

Ur.  Romero 

EaeloninS. 

Eodonnt. 
EoclemeS. 

EDChM 

Nr.  8< 

Mr.  Bsmcro  lo  Mr. 
Beirud. 

Badonn  S. . . . . . . 

EulonnS 

fiaclonnS 

Mr.  Snard  to  Ur. 

Ur.  Runrro  ts  Hr. 
Scnrd. 


0«nn]  OucU  lothe  iiiJnl>t«or  war;  Tnuumlli  npoiUa 

the  uetloD  openting  (galDit  TUooulpua. 
CalowlCinwD  toOfnenlOsrcIa;  BklnoiBb  with  tba  (vit 

■DD  of  TUcouJpam  -,  vntmy  bouaiL 
Ococral  Gartia'i  rapon  of  tlm  altack  ofColonal  Camoa  npoi 

TiKoUlpam,  ud  dHtrneUDB  of  Fori  Hornoi,  scar  Iha 

dt^  jDDa  %  18«e. 
CtAcna  Cwnoa  U  O* ncral  OnrcJa :  Raport  of  hla  opanllooi 

afalnn  Tlacotalpam  on  (faa  Slh  Inalanl ;  Iha  tmmy  drim 


Colonel  Canvan  to  Oaaaral  Oanla^  Raport  of  hli  forttiar 
optnUoia  a(Biul  TkcnUlpam ;  tba  aiiBio]r  drlTea  lo  thalr 
■Upa  •nd  foftifleatknia. 

Colonel  Carrfon  la  Oentral  Oania :  la  obliged  Is  oliliilrair 
ftWD  Tlaeotalpain,  owlBt  lo  tha  fin  of  the  gDaboata. 

AeluHmltdBH  receipt  of  hla  aote  oT  th*  131b.  and  lla  enclo- 

opvntloin  of  Iba  eaatm  am;  corpL 

"-  '-^tunaDla  ralaUsi  ts  Uhi  nHJIair  operaUoii  of 

ly  corpa.  Bod  ompatlon  of  Tlacotalpam  b; 


QsitenJ  Garcia. 
LaCIsr  of  GeDaral  D 


Offlcial  dnpalrh  frg 

leraia. 

Ottckai  dnpBtcb  o(  Oei 

ralOan 

IlnewnlhofVnra 

Cru 

'.',"'•"■ 

I  of  that 


of  lb 


raffaln 


Ackmwledalpg  rec«l| 

TnuitinllB  adndry  dacDiDrDti  roapeclhic  a 

Ganeral  Dlu,  daring  August,  1566. 
Index  of  dacnmoBti  nfcind  lo  In  above  lei 
General  IMu'i  letter  to  a  Mosd,  glTlag  an  at 

tallltaiT  oprratloni. 
Ganaralbliii'ilrtterloMr.RiHnsro.framCliIaiitlii.encloalnt   . 

tbgraUovlo«oonunanleath>iii.Tit: 
A  notaltomOrasralDlailolhsinlnliterofwarof  tbeUeil 

aaD  republic,  reporting  bla  lalaal  military  oprralSoni  In  th 

line  or  till  commud, 

K  of  General  Lonli  PIgoeroa,  from  TaollllnB,  daud  Mar 
tint  an  acconal  of  hit  moiemtnlB  to  Ibe  and  of  April. 

AekDowlodgea  receipt  of  bl 

aneloaQraa.  rolallre  to  the 

~  aiirj  deeaaen 

Iba  rranch  and  Anairbuu,~Oetobar'3d"a^'lB'thi 
■'--  -  Kl  Carbomra,  to  Uie  SUta  of  "  ■ 


An  Index  of  do 


i  Dial  10  Ur.  Ronerc 


from  lie 


Septi 


rK" 


DBtlaB,   stale  of 


Oajaca.  eommiinlealliif 
Oaclal  report  of  General 

annaiaa,  an  Important 

Oajaea.oiitbe3dof  Oct 
8lal«m«iuaf  IbeklUedaL-     . 

the  material  of  war  caplored  mnn  uw  nttay. 
GsBeriil  Dial  to  General  Garcia :  Tba  ilelor;  galntd 

hoatlaB.  and  bla  march  upon  OalacA 
O&elalreportof  GenatalDlai  tolb«Bl-_ ,... 

log  Iba  ilctoiT  gained  orer  the  Aailrian  eolnrani  at  Catbo- 

nera.  Stale  of  (Maca.  on  Iha  ISth  of  October,  IBBS. 
Acknowledgea  receiptor  bla  noU  of  the  SMh  [i 

aneloaiuTt,  relative  to  milKarj  opvratlona  on 


ofirv.rfapMt-   , 


>llb  . 


DiqilizecoyGoOQle 


Fiom  whinii  Mil 


Sndown  S 

dclMnn  3 

-ncloniB  4 

:,Deloin»   S 

-nclomr.  9 

ueloranlO 

3llClOM«ll 

^clDtunia 

oclomnn 

-oclOHr.]* 

jiclotBrelB 

Enclonn  3 

XT.  avttnd  to  Kz. 


Dtc  94 

1866. 

Hur.  t 

Feb.  3S 

Feb.  S5 

F«b.  ST 

Feb.  3S 

Feb.  38 

Hit.  4 

Feb.  as 

Feb.  as 


Na.  i.—Tki  pralinllal  lirm  nf  Frttldm  Ji 

CrmmaaltUm  mndry  aocoin™ii  rcUlivB  In  Ox  ijifn'nl  of 
tbe  decTM  pnloBilBg  the  nniUraUoB^  Km  efPiWiwI 
Jnani,  bT  Iha  IbllowisgDndali  ■ndperKiBl.Tli  " 
0»rda  lfonl««,  iioreraor  of  fiofkora ;  Gonnic 
FedilD.  of  Lower  CaiUOisU ;  OeoenlDoMilBcoBmbl 


iT  Sln>)i>a ;  Qeoenl  B 


£X 


iDdiiOH  in  the  pnddentU]  ctelr. 

inlntSuF  

'enor  Pedrin, 


■nnj  oT  the  wmI  ;  ilio  by  Ibe  pewle  oT  Bmnl ' 
Oesenl  Monlei.  goveRMT,  Ac,  0(  SoDODh  U  llM  _ . .  .  _, 

of  (Uis:  Appnnee  oT  Ibe  deeieM  of  NoraBbarS,  UESi  li; 

irbrtb  Prertlmt  Juiti  — " '-  "- "' — '''  *-■- 

Jot*  A.  Oodoj,  Ueiltui  c 

tim,  of  decme  of  Mh  Ni 


Qfloeril  DomlDfoltitbL  to  the  mlnletn  of  fo 
proTing  of  doenee  of  Bib  No>eiBl»r,  19SS 

Qeoenl  Coroius  commvider  of  the  weeten 
mlnijLFr  oT  fonlKn  albln,  Appnvhig  o 

AeU  of  tbe  people  of  tiie  BtUe  of  Tsbi 
emi  dF  NOTsmber  B,  IBSS,  ind  thi 
Jaam.  ilgiked  by  SSi  cltlmu. 

Act  <^  Ibe  people  of  tbe  cliy  of  Bu  Anb 

jurei.  ri^ed-by  34  per 
Art  of  tbe  prople  of  the  u     _  .     . 

Ingofdeeneiof  Morembnft  IB6S.  ■ 

deoey  of  Brallo  Jiutni.  Mined  by  fid  < 
Aol  of  tbe  ddune  of  KHidad  d«  Ce"  * 

decraesef  Noiembere,  IMS,  udni 
"     ■■  ■       IbyTS  ■■ 


PrarideBt.  ilried  by  91  eWieai 

ibate,  ISn'ud 


Sutligo  da  Toipa.  appcoT- 
IB6S.  and  ■—'•i-'-f  pnal- 


-JSS 


tctot  thadUHBiafl 
provtBgdc 


Juani  u  Preddeot,  11(1 
tcl  of  the  cWieot  of  BalineaD.  ajppi 
ber  &  IMS.  and  rMOfnIilDi  Ben 
■Itned  by  4T  dttiena. 


apprOT- 
I  MilH 

iTfaiE  deem*  of  Norm- 


3,IBU  ai 


IB  the  daci 


.  I  by  65  dtheu. 
ttlof  the  etUuBiotSu  Harcoedel  PaialM.  nc^ulifaicA 

cnee  of  Norember  e.  leSS,  and  prnMaaey  of  Baslu  Jaan: 

(Igned  by  58  litlieu. 
^ct  of  the  eltlioB)  of  Suu  Cni  da  CUdJoipii,  lo  Ma 

affect  ai  tba  foregoing.  aEfncd  by  a  large  nomljaff  of  in  tH 


lee  forty-nloe  K(>.  by  tbe  people  oT  tbe  Staleef 
Qfltahalng  tbr  presldeiicy  of  Bealto  Jaaraa. 
^amlreE  to  tbe  people  of  Chl^iai.  anklag 


qneillan  of  Ibt 

Farorable  Tote  of  forty-nine  eorpontloni  of  tbe  BtiW  of  (W- 
apai,  nutaioing  (ha  decreet  of  HoTember  8,  IBK  and  pft- 
tldeoey  of  Benito  Jnani. 

The  govenicir  of  the  State  of  Ghlapai  lo  tbe  dHuu  cf  Iht 
aiate :  Ths  qn«tlOD  of  the  Icgallly  of  the  dccreei  of  Ne- 
Tcmber  8,  18)1,  isbinllted  ud  approved  by  tbe  Blala. 

Aduowledgee  rscrlpl  of  Ua  Dole  of  the  lit,  and  ■odnniw 
relaiii*  to  tha  duration  of  the  term  of  ofica  of  ProUin 

Trauislii  «ndry  domnenti  iboiilBi  the  adheelon  of  nrttil 
'■"'—  •-  the  dreriM  of  Nowmhar  8,  1883,  In  npHrt  ■ 
mi  aa  Preiident ;  ehnlattenof  Hr.  lUai&inal 


eeraM  of  Koramber  8,  IBU. 
B  (oramor  of  Tabatoa  liannolti  to 
»  ■«  otiadhtalm  of  Ibe  dty  of  Ban 
raae  of  Roramber  e,  1809. 


.Caioi^Ic 


From  *tan  tsd 


Ir.  Stwud  Id  lit. 


Ab»  19 

Adi.  19 


JdIj  99 

An(.     9 
Age  IB 


,  tlfBti  ij  966  dUmu. 
raselKO,  CaUfornlB.  con 


IS  H«ilmi  emnil 
10  Jura  In 


of  Chtepii.  nportlDg  idbnloa  o 
_ot  Novoiiili«-_e,  IMS. 

Sul 


'of  tka  llnlUd'StBlnradibeiKd  to  Kr.  Romra,  itatis; 
III*  gplatoD  tluit  tba  rBseUoiutIa  ekc»d  by  tli«  people  -' 
Hexleo  ought  to  coBtloiie  in  (he  dlnc^arge  of  tlicfr  out 
tiU  >  neiT  elKtMii  ru  Uk*  pU». 
Lttier  from  Hr.  O.  F.  Suvlmta,  amy  «inordliiU7  «ad 
DlBlilaT  plenlpoteDliarj  of  tk*  Argeullne  npnbUe,  I-  "' 
Rmiro:  HMoplnlanlttbatBeDlloJavnibanldcoi 


■od  SeftoT  Lerdo  do  Tejodm,  li 

Abu  led  hliotfui. 


dtdliihif  the  o(hr. 
keksowladga  hb  noi 


mcliiblatliolbOTor 


I'eJUIft :  TtubbIU  hli  Toplj  t 


Mu^  of  BiuilB  Auu  lo 
ElJubMbport,  New  Jenei 

Replr  of  the  New  York  Uei 

Mr.  RooHni  la  Mr.  Lirdo  di 
Banla  Anu^e  eOiir  of  Kn 

Oenenl  Suts  Anns  to  Ur. 
bii  Mr*kM  la  tb*  Meileu 

Jlr.  Romoro  to  Ut.  Lerdo  da 


to  the  y*xt«D  goTenusenl,  u  he  b  nol  an 

ddenpaBll. 

[r.  Lorde  da  Ttdala  to  Ui.  Romero :  The  Mt 

-annotacoept  theotfcror  Oenernl  Bai 

nfre tu General  ShdUAhiib:  Infomii 
Binrpor,  Uaximlllan,  ordftring  Ihi 

>lulve  u^fTer  of 

bit  ofkr  of  HTTloer 


ig  Iha  HqnritnUoB 
bj  GOBBral  Sania 


Mr.  Lordo  do  Te- 
chargn  ikud  Lmputa- 


Santa  Adii'i  replj  lo  Mr.  Romuo'i  and 

Jodn't  oolee  of  H*r  S9  and  Joly  6,  186S 
Mr.  Komero^ri  refntaUoB  of  Santa  Anna't  < 

ttgu  in  the  pnooOBg  MMr. 
Cop*  oT  fotettolBt  Ittlcr  la  MBt  la  tlM  Croolca  tor  poblleatioD, 

hr  Hr.  Manual 
ProtOTt  of  Ueilcani  rtaUlng  \n  Bib  FrandHO,  CalUomla, 

uid&it  Inwifema  of  Suta  Anoa  In  the  pnbllc  aflaln  sf 

Froleit  of  Meileaol  rtddlBg  In  Naw  Almadm,  Callfomli,  ob 

MBaaablMt. 
PHtHM  of  Miiknai  reildlng  lo  SuAndrH,  Califonla,  for 

Protef  I  of  Me^ui  raalding  In  Virginia  Clt;.  KeruU,  tat  a 


Kigic 
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■s 

wZliJS." 

Da 

8alU<il. 

k 

l^ 

°2 

2 

i 

IBSG. 

Eaeloaur  9 

S.pt 

ProWal  of  Maiieau  rtaldlDt  In  San  Jooa  BanllMa.  will.  Ika 

»n..  latnllon. 

todworalO 

jn»ae 

oadn,  rnpacllDg  pnnb>»  ot  iWuiar  Apwi,  Is  Iha  nam* 

or  Santa  Au».  w  bring  blm  tnin>  8L  ThMjailo  th.UnMrf 

ISBdO«B«ll 

jBly 

18 

m 

Enclmnia 

Aug. 

37 

Raplr  ot  eoan»l  sT  Abraham  BiUi  lo  Uu  abon  nport 

Judga  Bantam.  agMut  Dario  Maiiwia  and  Atnaham  Bnk, 

brb^achof  inut                                                         ^ 

1 

EaclMaralS 

Aug. 
Sept. 

SB 

Ifaa  United  StatH  fu  BanU  Anna. 

am 

3N 

BOdOtOMlfl 

Sap. 

S 

NoU»i>(EinaUaCnplB'')«iili«galaa(  Lnii  0.  Tidal  r  Bliaa, 

119 

Mr.  8e*an]  u,  Mr. 
E»D»™. 

OM. 

* 

3S 

lao 

SawanL 

»„"i-„K.'s:,x-r"-''-"*'"^-'"i' 

BBBlomrel 

s.p> 

BO 

"LS,'ws,,tir»'^„ssf8.^:s:""""*- 

3M 

EncloniRa 

Oct. 

19 

Mr.  I*rdo  d.  Tflida  loMi,  Rmntn. :  ApproTing hU rtply  to    ... 
BanUAunasfStpMinberao,  18C&       '                     " 

ve 

Baola  Asm  In  Um 

mlHlonen.  titan.  Luoada  and  Uirnim,  wbo  an  fbtlr  \""': 

UalH-i  atalti. 

;Sr£.'K\';',£S'K  2  r'SR".i= 

D«:. 

ia!G^^8MU  AunalollwPmHeiHof  Ih.  UoiWatataa:  1....,  »r 

(or  Uh  rartoTUion  of  Heiloo  ai  a  republic.                              i 

H3 

OMimlSaDlaAB- 

Uar 

El 

wHh  the  8«TelBrT  of  Suie;  hli  object  to  tender  bit  aer- 
TlceitoPre«ld>nlJoarriandi»lonill»»pubUclplIeik<>- 

daatret  tbo  aailMaaca  of  tbe  United  Bi>»>  In  Ibb  bnalM 

133 

r.  w.  s^^  ■ 

Maj 

S8 

T.z.fssjjs'^'s.tr.'r"' ■"•"'""  ■  » 

y 

UM 

JUBf 

Sfi 

0,n.ml  Santa  Anna  to  Mr.  SatrarJ:  Seadl  Captain  B.  8-    ....    wi 

bu.lii«.  <o  the  two  rrpaUIca ;  bl.  pnpotali  oin  be  of  greu  , 

Oeuenl  'suta  Anna  lo  Mr.  Senard :  BtDda  Mr.  3.  K,  Lata   .... 

and  aaki  ng  Inlervlan. 

Aug 

Mr.  Seward  to Gaaeml  Sont.  Anna:  DecUnrt  lo  gnnl  Ibe    .... 

'»ju-?.;,i."-'r„'ss  fc.tj'i.t.-Uiiesj  '■■■■ 

B*pl7  or  Mr.  Benaid  to  lb*  aboTt :  Tbat  the  ITnlted  SIMM 

139 

. 

j™;?ftSSS.'??£X*""'""'""  ft*tof  £K;  f 

Mr.  Seward  to  Mr.  OartatT '  Tnnamiti  bit  laltar  te  8al«  ' 

Anna'inepbaw.  If  then  bi  neb  a  [whui  ;  IT  not,  to^^tnn  1 

130 

Hr.  CourtnertoMr.  Sewanl:  Tben  b  neb  ■  iMnon  aiMr. 

a|f»A^lr-.  lowhomboba,  aalled  Mr.'a^Tij.  lei. 

D.t. 

klli^    .  i*"  O?"™"  *"*  Anna  :  Ha  la  dtneted  by  Ibe 

3W 

D„.i.,„Googlc 


tf  r.  Romero  lo  Ur, 


XT.  Snrard  to  Mr. 


Dec.    17 
Dm.     S 


Mo.  B.—aairal  Oruga'i 


Id  del  of  tlie  doetiin« 
Flm  panpblct  pabJ 
xnleiOnegK.  coDi 


lU  reipeetfaii  the  claim  oF  C 


a  Nto  York  br  Don  Jt 
bli  protcjt  anUut  tha  d 
(l>iweiEbFr  SI,}  and  hli  e 


if  Ibe  department  0 

and  IddreiBbj'  Om„_ 

lIDpblel  pnbllltied  in  New  York  bj 


replj  to  the  foregoing 


Ueiko  aod  anloit  Juarea. 
kaimr  to  tbe  nngoiBg  p4mpUel.  u 
Jeaii  Oosaalca  Orla(a  br  Heilea 


LtalnlBf  rapUsa  to  Dod 

mldiDg  Id  the  United 

.  _  .  ... „ tbcii oplniou mpectlDi tlia 

eiMdlaBeT  of  tlM  deerMi  of  the  Mh  of  NoTember.  186$, 
ADOtber  repoeatlon  to  Bod  J.  Q.  Orloga^i  pampblet. 

lagUMOplnlouotMTervlUexiuDi  now  !□  amad 

ofthelr  eosDlry,  and  in  tavor  of  tba  dccreei  of  N< 

e.  1S«S,  ■nilalnmg  Jnarei. 
Kep])'  ef  tbe  offlela]  arian  of  the  lleilcao  lepabllc 

Je>ni  Oooialei  Orlria'i  aacond  pamiihlet. 
An  anJcla  from  tlie  ofndal  orfan  of  tlie  Uei 

contalDlDit  lartoDi  lalten  Inlircepled  (Tom 

Orlrga  and  Don  Galllermo  Prlato. 
ARtela  tyom  tbe  ofBclal  orgRD.  eaalalnlDi  nndr;  doenmant 

on  Ibe  unie  nil>|ec(. 
AokoowledfDB  receipt  of  bla  eonmrnnleatloD  of  3lat  Otiober 

nlth  THTlOBt  dotnnunia  ralatlnf  to  tbe  claim  of  Genera 

Orte^^a  lo  the  preddene;  of  tba  rapabllc  of  If  enlco. 
TranamlH  toodry  doeu ' ■-  -^ ^---    '  — 

Information  of  ibe  tli 


n  repabUc 


Ihorilj  given  "o  coin  mone 

Slalm  conliarv  to  Ian, 

Hr.  UcKee  to  Jir.  YglMlai 

nnnl  wllb  Oonenil  Ortntm 
at  Ban  FmncUco;  lolid 

■for  i 

arepobllc  In  tbe  United 

«■  of  the  treaaory,  (Cbl- 
aietferedintoanagrae- 

prlvllege  from   Banlu 

Geneial  OrWga'i  grant  to  Dr.  William  H.  HeKM  10  mId 

Agreement  bemeen  B.  Hnerta,  P.  M,  Ortm  sad  W.  H. 
MeKee  for  coining  Uexlcan  moier  at  Ban  Frandaeo.  Call- 
famla :  tbe  ume  ratified  Jnl,  m  .1  Ih.  d.i  of  New  York. 

Mlnliter  ¥gle«la«  lo  Mr.  UcKee.  In  reply  to  bit  loiter  of  seib 
Angnit;  Ibe  ac»  of  Oeneral  Ortega  are  nnll  and  void;  de- 

Oflnend  OrUfB  to  Qenarml  Kegnte  :  Telli  NegreU  Iballba 
United  Statei  »>veram«»  bnirecognli.d  him  a>  Pretident 
ofHeilco.  aodbli  intention  lo  procoed  lo  Uexicwand  place 

Id  which  I 


Proleit  of  Gene 


mlUtarr  aatborttlai  of  the 

ii  to  Captain  John  Faol- 

thig  General  Ortega  (i  ten 
mrredln  by  General  tl.  8. 
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EnclMnnt 

EueloiunS 

BDclowreB 

Mr  Bomno  lo  Mr, 

Ur  ^wird  to  Mi. 

Bainm. 
Mr.  RuDiBntaHr. 

Ur.  StwaiO  la  Ur. 

Hr.  Sawwd  lo  Ur. 

Mr.  Romero  Is  Ul. 
Seirard. 

Mr.  RomRO  id  Ur. 
Enclomre  1 

EnclotunS 

Ur.  Seward  to  Ur. 
Bonwo. 

Mr.  Bonuro  b>  Ur. 

Sflturd. 

Hr.  8*wud  In  Ur. 
EntlMDnl 

Mr.RoiDKaiaUi. 


April  II 
April  IG 

April  17 


Uar.  !t 
Hv.  as 


u  b;  Oegiral  Otui.  ud  b] 


urid  EKobtdo. 
tcDenl  Sedfirlck. 


I  Iha  McDpiUsniit 


Ur.  Bomero;  Reflp«etlBf  euleiD 
cipulco ;  cue  not  dxlded  beau 

be  forrgolnf  note  uid  enrlanuH- 

Yiiib  bid  fDvemiDeiLl  Mpeellat 
of  (be  Uolted  Sratee  at  Acapnle^ 


T  of  tbe  NaT  J  r«»clliic  dk- 
.Cd>;  ebi  wa«  coBdemiwd  and 


Eitanl'i  IcMr  oodni 


etteraod  dmlar  of  the  mlnlaler  ftw  fi 
3  to  the  trnufvr  of  tbe  Rmt  of  tbe  gorcn 

foreign  aflaln  to  Mr.  Ronero:  Tm 


Nd.  \^—Erptritlim 


IS  ftb.  ollh  R 


tbe  tublei 
tbe  Uo  lie- 


tan  lalleuitdav  tOrTm 
mlUaa.  aad  In  tIoUUob  if 


— puu  tbBl  Heil 


Mr.  Seward :  Hai  recelred  Ur.  Seirai^  Mia 
inu  from  Vi.  Romero;  dUiaM  of  thafnlMd 
lot  be  provenled  fma  purclia«lnf  and  fOrwazd- 


loBph,  Md 
natilolnle- 


Ir.  Smttd  Id  U>. 
'I,  Bamare  to  Hi. 


MiSnnid  to  Ur. 


Hrlomaro  to  ill. 


ApfUlO 
Dec.  £0 


It 


Ilia  Alionieir  ncDsril ;  Uvcleii  < 
lionlDbilorlalhBtot  hir  eneia 

Kg.  13.— 5r)HItcrR  Inn^ 

npnbllc.  Ihidi  r«il<ngii  balng  boa 
AagBit3,  1866:  iDdiiof  docDinc 

Latter  Dt  Ur.  Cbulei  U.  Douglu 


etTorti  gf  (ha  Franc 
ro  Immlgntioa  lo  tbi 

to  lb>  iFiiKed  StaloL 
aanloaad  cbova  ...->.. 


emplrs.  1 
[a  for  am 


Lcuar  Ihun  Ur.  Jobs  O.  Bhelbr.  il  CordoTi.  m  Mr. 
Llllr.  gf  81.  LDDiL  MiHonri.  rlvlnc  tnfdnutioD  for 

ConunoiiinUon  from  Mr.  M.  F.  llai 


M.  F.  Manrr.  nllad  ImpeTlal 
I,  K>  Mr.  E.  FamiH.  of  New 
reUtlon  to  the  eitabUeiiment  of  ft  buraiD  ' 
« lo  New  lork  cHy. 

pT,  In  Engl'-'-  —  ••■- ""  "'— - 

.      ..       -.--i;--.         -"V,V„f  Deenoibsr  9,  1863, 
Ubotj.  and  addrabad  tg 


'd  Emperor  Hp 
.  me  Itailcu 


'llh«l  to  Mile  In  £h1 

BablBmln  Crowthar  to  mf.  j.v.  uimji,  pi 

looH,  fflTlof  Isfonnatlon  recpeellnf  confed- 

Blchu^  L,  Hanrr.  mid  sf  Mr.   F.  Haary, 


irmj.  Ig  Mr.  Jamea  H. 
endofllug  tlie  fnllowliif 


CbTular  of  Mc  tlcan  colonlullon 

Loiter  from  Mr.  R.  L.  Uaaiy  |g  Mr.  W.  C.  8.  Ventreic,  of  Kew 
Oiieani,  Infomilng  blm  ibai  Ui  fatba i  bad  gone  lo  E«- 
laod  and  waald  relnm  lu  Oelobar  irllh  bli  tUnltr ;  eneloa- 
las  copj  of  Ho.  a. 

Ion.  Teiaa,  telling  blm  of  the  IndncemeDti  to  ImtDlgratloD 
held  oDl  by  the  Banrpar.  U&ilmlllaD,  and  enclgclDg  oopy  of 

Tbe  CDjonr  fonnded  br  cerlald  eonfedenUe  ei-gsnenili  near 

nlllan.  la  broken  up  and  dedioyw)  br  ttie  Ubenl  Lnhabl- 
luti  io  lie  TtelnllT. 
Lellarfrom  Oananil  aierUng 

__i *  rt__i_.._    _.._Li,_L,^^   „^  aim^..  ,^.4  «,,™i  uni 

ibaLdom,  lod  la  par 


colony  of  Carlotti,  eiUblUbad 


*CUJM 


la  lettan  of  Ur.  Maiuy  re 

Ko.  \L—Afihi 

i^wwaiU  corapondanae  nlatl 
the  United  Blalaa  antboritln 
irblcb  had  been  pnrlouly  en 

•■  InTCdllgatlan  In  Ibe  bnabicaa. 


dalaDi  of  tbe 
h!m  to  bring 
It  trammJttlnf 


ioqIc 


.   Fab.     5     ' 

.  Jul    si  |  ' 


polDtment  of  Colonl  Jilrjla  u  111IIIU17 
JifcUd  b;  Ocncril  EHObeda, 
\  WlthnfenncelolhsdeliTanafcci 
'      of  nar,  uptnred  nI  Bagdad  by  Ibi 


llbenbk  lo  tbg  Impciw 


■      M  BxgdHd  by  order  at  Oaner*]  EMObado  I 

'  Colonel  UeJlK  lo  Mr,    RoDBTO:  Eni 

;      It  ClarklTllIc,  T«iaa,  aid  bclsDg^'la'Ma^ua' 

'  Colonel  Hrjla  to  OeieralWeltiBl:  IntonnloK  Um  (f 

'      pndtlOD  nude  of  tlie  goodi  clalmBd  bj  KlMaqnl  and  MMjih 

UitofartklMnlwdbrordarst  OtMnlSaeabL .... 

nKbed  b;  Colonal  Utjla  to  Ocoenl  WaHaaL 
I  Ordarof  JobD  P.  CanUfa,  pra*on  mudui  laMial  dUrkt  ... 
,.  „..  „ — ..  , : .  — .,,„  moda  ulaad  and  ba- 
it llaMaunai  a  porUga  I 


loiwlni  to  Eloaaqnl  and  Maj 


iiUlttnlMi 


I  EitalbJLA:  ElowqnIandMaroTal'illnar  pwdi tatm ford. 

bl7  from  Ibam  at  Bagdad ;  dviira  tlteni  to  ba  rctunHd. 
Osneral  WrlgbtloColoDelH^la;  In  rchreaH  to  U»  nodi 
!      tailed  at  BAgdad  ^  nfen  him  tolba  mtharlUaialWaAlEt- 

...    _.  1. .  ...  ■.  g,j  pramijBa — Us  (iiodi  Mb| 


EndoaarO... 
Mr.  Rsmrro  t< 

Ur.  BeiTSrd  lo  Ur. 


I  Acknonledni  bli  nc 
rjnen  for  Ion  bar  Ir 


It  Bagdad  aod  the  dem 

rslnn  lo  him ;  Mr.  Saward  glvsi  Um  a  1 

larvfluelu  tba  pt^olmi;  bli  ramedj  U  to  be  fonndbi 
AakDOwMgai  reealpt  of  (be  above  littsr ;  will  rafer  U»  i 
■endt  eopf  of  Mr.  Saward'i  nola  oflha  Bib  iBMaat. 
Ko.  lb.— Farad  l«iu  al  Utumtni. 
Oct    10  !  TiaDimltii  le>t«  frotn  War  Dapartmsn 


antborttiee  of  Msti 


.f  tba  Uallnl  Sialat,  n 
-Dbylbal 


1 

^sz-" 

Date. 

8By«* 

!' 

1 

IBM 

Sapi.  14 

Hr.  Stulon  K.  Mr.  Saw»ri  :  Tr-uffilU  leiMf  of  Mr.  Qaehe 

EBclannS 

Ang 

94 

Mr.  anneba'i  Ixttar  to  QmarAl  Sfaertdu.  alKiTe  rafemKl  («  ; 

louL 

... 

S41 

163 

Ur.  Romaro  to  Hr. 

Oct. 

22 

l(Ui>Mb*la>lbytl»  Impailal  offleen;  will  forwvdUi* 

342 

Bmard. 

jnitJca  to  Mr.  Guietia  ud  otliar  dllmii  of  Iba  United 
Smiti  ■CTrieTad. 

No.  IS.— Ocei^les  if  Maietn  ttrriurf  bf  Uniltd  Suia 

1« 

»0T 

K 

10  pgnsa  hi  neb  ■  ooBthivHer. 

343 

l«l 

Xr.     SUDtoii      w 

Not 

30 

S44 

les 

MOnsiilOniiL 

Not 

30 

■"HSSSsssrt.l^s'rrzi- 

544 

Das. 

1 

[TaluruB.]  Le*Taa  for  Uw  Rio  Qruda  to  look  Into  Onap 
■fll£ui!Bed7wlck  tnnbia;  Ihloki  he  eim  aatUa  IhoH 

DWtlBra,  ttc,  &c 

Hll  rajwrt  «■  the  atala  of  ■BUn  on  the  Rla  Onnda,  ud  bli 

MS 

Qanara]  Sed(irlck  ;  U»  ell;  now  In  pMiHtiaa  of  BaMnl 
EKobado. 
[Telegnm.]  Sana  ntijecl  H  the  iboro;  nlaua  of  Oanard 

Dae. 

SIS 

170 

Oenenl    Shuridiu 
to  QcB.  BairUui. 

u 

Oiitf. 
A  mora  To}!  sad  dalaUad  report  of  It»  condition  at  mlbin  at 
Ualamorai  and  !u  oecupalloD  br  Uollad  Statea  troopa. 

Dec. 

^ 

54T 

vn 

Ur.  Roman  u  Ur. 

8«.Kd. 

Dae 

13 

TrumnlU  axlmcti  b«in  tba  Tilbnos  and  World,  of  New 

Badgwlck;  e^laaltentloaar  tba  Saeratarr  to  tbl>  naltar. 
tboDeb  be  tau  DO  offldal  raport  of  Jt,  and  It  laiMed  ibat 

'' 

we 

Special  daapateh  lo  tba  No*  York  World,  from  BrowniTlIla, 

E«l<«ir«l 

Dae. 

5 

on  lama  nihjaet  ai  abora. 

Eidonna. 

Dm. 

S 

Deepalch  to  Un  Trlbone ;  uuna  inbject  M  «boT»,  il»in»  an 
aeconnl  ol  the  rapnUe  of  Ibo  llbenil  tbnei  altaeklni  Uau- 

SS2 

ITS 

UcStwardtoMr. 

Dec. 

5SS 

Romaro. 

pllnt. 

No,  lT._£B«Mli<.»  «/  Jllaico  ^  lit  Fraa. 

m 

Ur.  Bl(elaw  to  Ur. 

«.y 

IS 

Uulmllloo'i  ia\ali<er  to  Branca. 

' 

SSS 

M.y 

13 

SS6 

Eiicl«<ire3 

U.7 

13 

EitTBCI  from  lama !  AnitrlswIlliindBomoretnnpi  toMai- 

SH 

BndoBreS 

U.T 

" 

Arllele'ftoin  the  Jonmri  dee  Debrt,  m  Uie  protael  of  Mr. 
Ell  lotenrlen  nllh  tba  mtuliter  o?  foreign  iSaln  of  Fno«. 

5SJ 

Ur.Bl^lofrtaMr. 

lUf 

Sa-Ed. 

wflb  reference  to  Ihe  wllkdraoal  of  lb.  Praneb  armjr  from 

dapartan  of  UailmUlui'i  wUt  forHaiieo,  and  tba  object  of 
^  StSi  15"  *'""  Mb*"  ''^'  ''ST^™  ^^ 

ITS 

Ur.    H>7   to  Mr. 

Aog. 

10 

S9B 

BawknL 

ITS 

Kr.  Baw«rd  Ui  tha 
HimBUdBUoD- 

Aug. 

IS 

memban  oT  bb  c^taet :  Coi>r>-  ud  people  of  tba  UBitod 

358 

tlishiii. 

Mnlco.^*^ 

">8' 


Hr.    Hiy   id   Ur. 


Mr.  SsnirdloUr. 


0«Hn]  8h«ilu  t< 
Oenenl  Qnnt. 

Ur.  CamplHU  to 
Hr.  8>wu(L 

Hr.  e«mT4  to  Ur. 


Hr.  atiwtn  M  Hr- 


SoT.  23 
Kair.  30 


h, 


^Ui  of  tin  PriMM  diulolM 
nlDlflv  far  foreign  iLffftln 
Fnuua  rHpietins   tha  wi 


of  jDlj  >6.  isei,  n-  .. 

nno.  ImmrtHrwiUift.  i. 

^agt  En  tb«  poUn  of' 
iw^  of  bar  tnopfl   bob 


UBitUBfOBpl 

A  copy  of  Pmldi 

Tbe  IttJiat  Id  Um  umud  SUM  to 
the  FraiKll  aipcdllion  from  MailBD;  tL«  tommat  ba-  , 
UbthFiuh  will  aunt  oBl  harannMBkoi*:  Dstnlfa  I*  | 
tliarcpoiUvffappoKdreUUoiMWiaaaHrBlSutaAua:  | 

The  Pruldnt  plgwad  witb  rbt  tt\mllj  dUporfUoa  tt  tt*  '... 
ItuqalidtUoBiHu;  daputnnotlfr.CampboIlM  UalM  i 


s;.c 


if  tba  wlthdntFil  of  ths  Fmeh  tnopi  fr 

111  not  iitUfictory  M"-  "—- "■ — ' 

mibyhlm;' 


Ht.  Blcelow  to  Ur.  Scvsnl :  Tbe  Hi 

of  puLLcy  of  the  EmpAror  Mipolgo .  --- 

wllMrmwtl  of  tbe  Frencb  umy  ;_hli  biMrTtow  w: 


bi^i  for  ■  fbTortLbl*  fe 

'tbe  period  at  !&■ 

:b  «im*  Lhli  talor-' '"■  " — 

__,^ -.jtlBu  ti  QenenlCj 

[CO.  ud  Iti  oblecl ;  Hapoleon  ilxadDiii  H 

Hr.  Sewaid  to  Hr.  Blgelow:  Tb«  United  91 

France  wtU  euTf  oi  .... 

■£nU  of  modlflcitloi 

HelUlve  to  lh>  >Y«cn«lloii  of  Meileo  bj  tbe  TnaA  •«».  .-.• 
Midltt  de)iiT;  [I  licipecled  tbewboti  fomawlU  lesTab  >  i 
Uucb.  1W7.  I 


TrauBnlti  In 
UBiled  Slat 


oblerej.  Meileo,  r- 


CoDHt  UlHch  ID 
tni  An»rif  BQ 
Ibem;  Aioedc 

PellUoD  of  D.  I 


u  u  to  hli  polk;  01 


■  vTlTd  [n  Heiiee ;  be  wOl 
if  IbB  United  Btntei  wiBr ; 

joarei  ta'be  reeogiilKd  u  Prreldent. 
Tbe  PneUkul  to  Ibo  Secretarj  of  Wir :  Deiirei  tbat  Qnwil 

Onnt  ibkll  ueonnpuT  Mr.  Cunpbell  to  Hailee.  *ad  |lTe 

bin  ibe  eld  of  bli  odvlt*. 
ThaPruldentiaibeSefrrtuTorWv:  Dineli  tbat  Qraanl 

Shermu  tbill  ■ceompuv  Hr.  CunpbeU  to  HeUoo  In  place 

ot  Oeseral  Oninl.  wio  CMinot  lo. 
I)lBbirDMdIbalKaiiii^Uuihuiibdl«Ied;  cbui*o(  O^of 

Hli  tnivtl  Bt  Kew  York  iHtb  Otneral  Sbf-rmu ;  bo  totlrac 

Iloni  u  lo  bow  be  t>  10  go  lo  Mexico,  nnd  do  rewel  kt  Ue 

dkpoail. 
Tbe  itenmeT  SniqncbuiDi  li  rradr  to  IBk*  hlo  to  ur  piMi 

In  Heilco  he  n»  dedinate,  ud  ■!  bU  dl^oinl  sow. 
Be»rt*  bli  arrlTB]  it  Hstub^  mMnge  from  Hanbal  B*- 

Hloe  to  PnaldUT  A.  Johuon.  u  ilven  by  OeBcnl  Kc 

sndei  to  Mr.  CnmpbelL 
CuHafbiidalaylnpracenUnctDblipail;  Ui ftltire nw*- 

UUdMpktebeiSiinda,  receired;  bli  procMdlsf)  ^iprerid. , 


..,  C',(K)<^lc 


731 


Ur.  Seward  Is  Ur. 


Hi.  Sewudtollr. 

(Junpbell. 
<    Xt.    CUDpbtU    I 


Ur.   Cuapbcll    to 

Ur.  Seward. 

1  Hi.  8iw«4  to  Hr. 


306  '.  Mr.  Scnard  to 


•■■  p»cl*i 


Hon.  (Kfl.  I!.) 
T«L*|Tam  UDondcLnf  hLi  ftrrlTA]  at  N«r  Orl«aiu- - 

iDatractlpf  him  fDF«m»in  jit  Now  Orlnftnt  antU  furltm  [a- 
■tnetJotu.  ud  fivUif  hlia  permlMkiii  to  ffo  uid  h*  hli 

Claln  of  Captsla  UtGiBty.  of  tbe  UB<tad  StktM  tchoDDsr 
llu7  BHtrand,  ttatlu  tlut  tblt  cUm  *■>  one  of  (bo 
mno*  irhy  ha  dtd  DM  fcol  dImsMd  to  nflkr  th*  teodoflm 
or  tb«  Untied  Stktei  ta  tlM  Heikm  piTinuMDt.  (No.  tf.) 

at  of  CmtalsUcOkffair  aboat  tba  delanilon  at  Mui- 

oT  MOOO  to  allvar,  on  bond  the  Mur  Bertrud. 


B  Kolarj  Pat>Ui  DoatttitT'  ' 

SwonaOdaTirar  Cbarlei  D.  eietUag.  btlan  tb 

tar;,  so  Um  lame  Mb)ecl. 
T«l waiD  ram  Hr.  CaaplKll  and  Oantn 


732 


.    P«b.    17 
,    Feb.   23 


Hr.  Adimii  to  Mr. 


Mr,  Dajion  t 
Hr.  S«*r*rd  t 

Mr.  Sfwird  I 


Mot.  Si 

Mi.     April    T 

I      IMS. 
Mr.   I  F<b.    13 


EDclonml I  Kor.  ita 

£nclo«a»S ...i  Nor^    9 

Hr.BlBakntloHc.  I  Usr.  ID 

End™™' '  Mbt,     9 

Mr.BIcFlowIoMr.  I  Hnr.  IT 

Mr.  SeKBTd  to  Mr.  I  Mw.  aj 
Blgeliw.  I 

do litx.  X 

Ur.BlgelontoMr.  :  April  IT 


r.  Seward  to  Mr.  i  Ocl.    30 


Mr.  B«wf>rd  W 
OMfroy. 

». 

Mr.  Stward  1 

"""^'■"    '1 

ill, 


Raportl  lbs  nnion  drenlnlD>  la  Earop*  Bbonl  Eotoi 

iDterhmee  ud  Mei!«u  aAln.  (No.  BTI.) 
EffoeU  In  EoTope  of  the  neiri  of  tho  pnbublllty  of  p 

StUlDg  bit  iDUrrlflw  with  Lord  RdikU  In  refiid  to  lb*  Pn- 

•idoill'l  trip  Id  Fartreii  Uonraa.   IKn.  W  ' 
Omridentloii  i 

Id  tb>  Uoltei' 
epMnlallaiK  a 


ny«i.  (I 
AffidaTil  of  Ocorge  i 
RkhiirdnD,  ontb 


iftbcid 


Deelanllon 
the  Klman  of  one  bundrvd  barrtJi  of  powdir- 

Bmdlni  b  cop;  of  hli  letter  to  tb*  Pnneb  sdnlila 
kffiin,  an  the  •clinre  of  tbM  powder.  (No.  49.) 
OtBelAl  letter  (Tern  Mr.  BIkvIow  to  IL  Dnajn  de 

Report  of  h  coDTonatloii  wllh  M.  Droan 
be  csmpUntd  of  the  lau  u  ' 

United  8lat«  towirdi  France, 

Aeknowtedgini  Iba  rmilpt  of  M 

— — s.  (So.  81.) 


Deipalcb  of  Mr.  K.  D.  L.  Lane,  rnltsd  SUM  coB»I  at  Ten  ....  (03 

Sncloilni  tb*  debatae  Id  the  Carpi  Legklallf,  on  AnHrlean      I    W 
and  Mntlcin  affaln.  _ 

Speech  or  M.  Farre  00  Meilcan  affaln.  April  10,  IBGS GM 

Bpeacbof  M.  CortaontbeiameiDUeet,  AprillUIBfiS ■-.  "E> 

Bpeeehof  M.  Enic^Pic«rd.ohtb«uaanb]*et,ApT«ll,  IKS.;...-  U3 


Id  renrd  to  the  Brinra  of  powder  from  the  Kboonei 

L.  Bkhardion,  lailnctlDS  blm  to  prrtout  Ibe  cam 

Prencb  roTemmmi.  (Nn.  Wfl.) 

AeknowledElDg  th< 


D.  184.  (No.  sat.) 


pDwen  bT  two  olBeen  of  (he  Froocb  aimr  In  MailM  la 
Ukelj  (o  be  liitBrloai  to  tho  rood  retaUoin  betwen  IW 
United  StaiM  and  France,  ai  It  la  liable  to  be  nfardad  br 
the  people  of  Ibe  United  Statn  ai  IncooadMlaBt  wHh  Iha  ea- 
gafomenta  France  baa  mad*  aboat  tha  withdrawal  tl  bar 


U  •»«alled 

latandant-iii^bM 


"•bom." 

Date. 

8nh)«!<. 

h 

* 

w 

Mr.  HoUej-io  Mr. 

Seward. 

I8«S, 

Feb.   36 
Jane    9 

the  Cnltad  Stalee  apen  EotopeaD  Statea  or  tlelr  Aiaert- 

.... 

» 

«5SS""- 

em 

KM 

"S.S»"'"' 

""■■• 

lug  bU  InlerrenUoD  In  Meitce.  (Ko.  B.) 

041 

USS 

Mr.SanfbrdtoHr. 
Seward. 

do 

Feb.     1 
Mar.   13 

Aprnia 
Mar    39 

May   31 

R>«orta  debataa  In  tbe    Belgian  Cbamben  about  tbe  ea- 
l^lmenl  of  Belglaa  nljeoa  lOr  tbe  ^rrke  of  MulmUian. 

Re^^  iui4»r  debate!  Id  tbe  Cbamben  on  tbe  Mexican 

qoenlon.  (Mo.  !H9.) 
Reporia  Ibe  eSnt  eaoied  In  Balflum  by  Ihe  newe  of  tbe  de- 
■trocUon  of  a  detachment  of  30)  men  of  tbe  Belgian  LegloD 
at  Taeanibvo,  and  Ibe  death  of  elihl  offlcen.  one  of  tfa» 
being  a  iod  of  Oanoral  Cbaial,  tbe  Selgiaa  mlnleler  of  wnr. 

Reporting *lnrtbcr  debalet  la  tbe  Belgian  Cbiunbera  od  tbe 
•ame  nbjeet.  (No.  an.) 

us 

643 

do 

„ 

» 

Hr.  Mar>b  to  Mr. 
Hnnter. 

May   15 

aivingbJ.  vlewi  about  a  reponnt  atlUnce  betrteen  France,    .... 
ItalT,  BDd  Spain  to  (oppon  Mailmlllan  la  Mexico.  (No. 

545 

JUDC      5 

"• 

SH 

Mr.  M*nb  to  Hr. 

Seward. 

339 

"iJSi  "  " 

Mar.     * 
AprUSS 

K'£Si"E4-,'  »■"—-'  .»....«.•».. 

£48 

zn 

938 

do 

Ur.  King   to   Mr. 
UBalei, 

«l^^B4 

chercb.  (Ho.  W.) 
CoBvenatlon with  Cardinal  Antonelll  on  Ueilcan  aBUn;    .... 

«49 
SW 

S39 

Mr    me   to  Mr. 
HHDtar. 

Seward. 

May   IT 

MTBlKLANnS.                                                      1 

Enropean comment* on  the  Meilcao  qup>tlon.  (So.  I66>....  .... 

651 

S« 

OcL    la 

On  the  >am!. object  (No.  1781 1.... 

651 

sta 

Mr.   Campbell    to 
Mr.  Seward. 

Mr.  8«i»rd  In  Mr. 
Campbell. 

Not,     5 
.D«.   13 

.rit, 

iBgortbelnitmcHoiiigliento  Baron  Weltenledt  to  go  to 

J-,.,...,  »..»«..  „.,.  .„„,  „  „^^ 

est 

MoniM. 
Ur.  Uorrii 


Mr.   Hals   to  Ur 

Mr.  Btmui  ta  Ht 

Ur.   Bale   to  Ui 
Snrud. 

do 

EBcIoaonA 

BBdonn  D 

Mr.  8™«a  to  Mr 

Hslc. 
MP.  Utto   to  Mr 


Mr.  Ssfrint  10  Ur. 


Ur.  8a<r4rd  10  Ur. 


ScFt.91 
Oct.  ST 
Not.  13 
Mot.   IB 

Mbt.  16 

Oct    30 


StallBt  tlial  so  mlalMw  ot  ujr  tApttUr  will 

bj  at  PocU  to  Uulmlllu.  (No.  lOS.) 
Rf  pettlni  Ok  Krinl  (1  CoaMiKilhMplo  of  a««*l  M 

u  ma  oanj  from  tho  ■o-uUod  Empsor  w«w<iwin 

Ihc  psnHw  of  deUTotes  to  tbc  SaJIim  IhB  ortar  of  I 

iDp*.  (No.  lis.) 
In  ngtri  ta  GoDonl  Marquu'i  diIhIod  to  dnistnt 


ifUl 

.  Emd  tbMdooMl  (Mo.  K.) 
RtpBrttafUMteOim-wi^  tho  fonrDmont  of  tbs  PKhsof 

EsTpt,  wUeh  ndad  In  u  unduitudbii  (Ut  lb*  900  no- 

frou  wmld  not  uU  for  Uoxhso. 
Laim  from  Chnir  Pitba,    mlslner  of  forolfB  kOUn  of 

EcTpl.  to  Ur.  Hole.  eiplilnlBt  Ois  coniw  of  Itao  EcTPtiM 

RDTunmuit  on  tUa  ntAecL 
Latter  fram  Mr.  H*le  to  OherU  Facba,   uUbi  nplBiailana 

on  Iba  aamo  aafalact. 
LoltwIVnm  Mr.  Halvto 


AppmilatMr.  Hale'ipK««*dlii(i«iDil>an1))«t.  (!{a.I«). 

guunff  itau  Ifao  SOO  napna  did  not  bU  for  Mexlen  and  h 

wonld  liaTB  BO  offielil  IsMreonraa  » 

nil  piD«T>]  at  Alnandria.  (No.  18.1 


Slating  thai  the  Bej  dl4  not 


LDga  of  laid  eompan]r  In  ina  pramtaot. 
Tnuiimlti  copT  of  Ilia  latter  to  Mr.  Robarti  rspaetlai  aid 
ctaantr,  and  raqoaita  tbe  mlnlilirtD  aakformch  MJIani- 
Iloni  ai  nJll  gin  blm  a  proper  naderataodlng  of  Ihanb- 

Bobana  and  Bar- 

sSeZ  ■™-,.«. 

ibl  tbe  (ood  fUUi  oTUa  JledeaB'goT- 

'(  letter  of  ibe  HL  laMmt;  tMlaW 

iltb  lowaida  UMtf  aadooapMy. 

udaakalhUtbeUnlMdSlaieiwltbdnii  tbalr  rvcocnliiQa 
of  Preildant  Jiarai  and  foremmanl 
Receipt  of  Ua  letMr  ot  «ln  Daeenbar ;  bu  baea  aobalttad 
tatiePreaMeot,  wbodaellBeeUaeeadatohla  wlabea;  Ur. 


II  TTlib  tbe  State 


Ftom  whom  ind 


Mr.  Kou  n 


Lonliimu 

BMnM  y>  prOTE  Uia  lt| 

15.  leee.  iDcin'iiiic  iih>~ 


fo.  1.— T'lAwniqxc  Tnnttll  Ccmpi 
cntf  of  Mr.  RobarU  M  to  th<  cUl 
"  '!(5lly™'X'illlB  o/  Sia  Tebi 
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